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REPLEVIN: THE lssUE OF MANuscRIPT REcOVERY 
r;:::========================;1 right to recover their stolen property and 

W 
Bob Raynor prosecute the thief? YES. No honest collector 

"No other issue has would knowingly own a stolen document. So 
Ith the sheriff nervously waiting In a more significance to our the collectors and the states agree at this 
leather chair across from my desk, I work today ... and will level. Or do they? Let's add another level. 
read the lour page document. I Assume the document was stolen from a state 

couldn't believe It. They had done it. The undoubtedly impact archive in 1954 and the theft was reported to 
court had issued a seizure order. How could collectors, dealers, and the police. Then in 2004, the state discovers 
this be? We had complied to the earlier court scholars - anyone the document in private hands alter it had 
ordered injunction. We had withdrawn the lot involved in the trade of been publicly sold a dozen times over the past 
as we said we would. The court hearing date 50 years. Is replevin still a viable course of 
was set for the following month. This was the historical documents... action? In most instances the answer is YES, 
fifth State initiated "recovery action" in from now on." the state retains the right of recovery. What 
which we had been involved. "What the hell legal status does that allow for the 12th gen-
is going on?" I asked myself. But allow me to - Dan Louis. American ArchMsts Association. eration owner'? The "buyer of good faith" has 
provide some background before I return to ~==============.I very little legal status. At this juncture, the 
our nervous sheriff. interests of the collectors and the states sepa-

The issue is fascinating. REPLEVlN. By definition, rate. Let's add still another level. Assume that a 1755 colonial 
replevin is an action for the recovery of a possession that has court document was never in the state archive. The court docu-
been wrongfully taken. Simple enough, right? So, if a document is ment has been In private hands since 1800 when the court house 
stolen from a state institution, should the state have the legal purged thelr inactive case illes and discarded this 1755 co1o-

continued page 4 

JAMES BUCHANAN AND ABRAHAM LINCOLN: ~e,\ 
\l?J'i, 

James Buchanan, 
on on cavas attributed to 
WIiiiam E. MacMaster 
(American 1806·1876), 

painted at Wheatland, 1857. 

'b--(i 
-('i, 

J 
Samuel C. Slaymaker ~\~e 

~~ 
ames Buchanan, who Immediately preceded Abraham \,~ 
Lincoln In the White House, has consistently been ~ e, ~ 
ranked by historians as one of the worst presidents ln 

American history. It Is perhaps somewhat Ironic that his suc
cessor has been frequently ranked as the best. Is this a mere • 
coincidence or Is there, perhaps, some kind of relationship 1 
between these two men and their place In history that may 
help to explain this curious Juxtaposition? 

James Buchanan (born 1791, died 1868) served as the flf. 
teenth President of the United States and remains the only i• 
Pennsylvanian to have achieved our nation's highest office. -, 
Unlike several mid-nineteenth century chief executives, 

Buchanan did not become president as the result of political ' 
cronylsm or mere political expediency but, rather, as the culml- -:;_ 
nation of a long and distinguished career as a lawyer, a legisla-J,t 
tor and as a diplomat of the highest order. Even Buchanan's 
severest detractors concede that he came to the White House 
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From the Publisher 
Man is not the only animal who labors; but he is the 
only one who improves his workmanship. 

- A. Lincoln, speech in Springfield, ca. 1850. 

I 
l seems every live years another entrepreneur has the bril
liant idea to publish a collector's journal that embraces all 
things for all people. One such magazine arrived in my mail
box recently ... with lots of pretty photos, fluff articles, and 
more ads from auctioneers and dealers than actual content 
pages. I suppose some of these periodicals work - and, 

assume there are people interested in historical Americana who 
likewise want to read about "Barbra Streisand collectibles" and 
rare action-figures. I just hate seeing the lines between popular 
culture and historical memorabilia blurred - particularly with 
marketing verbiage related to "good investments" and "collec
tability." There is a place for each collector's passion - I'm not 
sure they shouJd be grouped into the same forum. But reading 
one specific article really set me off. 

One feature explained that collectors have a genetic predis
position to collect... a "survival instinct" (gatherers and hoarders 
survived long winters!). Such vacuous psychobabble is nothing 
new. In fact, several recent books 
·'explain" the need to collect as 

the Hudson ... not too far for commuters to make the journey 
from Manhattan. Nope. Couldn't find it. Then it occurred to me to 
look in a reference collection at the library that chronicled "Old 
New York City" - communities and locations that have long dis
appeared. In Benson J. Lossing's The Hudson from the Wilderness 
To the Sea (1866), I found the following passage: 

"Jones's Woods," formerly occupying the space between the 
Third Avenue and the East River, and Sixtieth and Eightieth Sh·eet.s, 
are rapidly disappearing. Streets have been cut through them, 
clearings for buildings have been made, and that splendid grove of 
old forest h·ees a few years ago, has been changed to clumps, giv
ing shade to large numbers of pleasure-seekers daring the ho/ 
months of summer, and the delighth1l weeks of early autumn. 

So ... as it turns out, Jones· Woods was in Manhattan directly 
opposite where I live. Now ... the story gets even better. 

After winning the piece, and purely by coincidence, I was 
speaking with a friend in Illinois who is a part-time book/docu
ment dealer and passionate collector. He collects early Illinois 
history ... and some Lincolniana, but tries to restrict his pursuits 
to that directly related to Lincoln in Illinois. We were talking 
about content-correspondence and I inquired if he had anything 
related to the 1860 or 1864 campaigns he could sell. He gave it 

some thought and remembered a 
letter he had acquired as part of a 

the drive to bring order to chaot
ic minds. Alright... I concede most 
of my friends who collect are real 
characters! But I'm not ready to 
condemn them to a therapist's 
couch! Allow me to recount a per
sonal anecdote that might pro
vide insight on why I collect 

Na.t1011aJ Hr.liday 
huge archive ... and I could have the 
missive for just $150. The content 
is wonderful: 

I participated in a Cali!ornia 
book auction a few months ago to 
obtain the circular (small broad
side) pictured here. I paid far too 
much - as I usually do - but I just 
had to get it. In addition to being 
a New York Douglas event, it artic
ulates the machinations that got 
people to a political rally in 1860 -
a concept I find of constant fasci
nation. (Hell... I would travel just 
about any distance myself to 
attend a barbecue with an entire 
Kentucky ox!) 

In any event... the "Peoples' 
Jubilee" was hel9 in something 
called Jones' Woods. I assumed 
from the detailed travel arrange
ments this was out on Long 
Island. As it turns out, on Long 
Island there is a Jones Beach, a 
Jones' Park, but nothing resem
bling ".Jones' Woods." So ... I then 
made the assumption it was up 

PEOPLES' JUBILEE 
>t d"' JJl)lllL.AS llF.!'i!Ol\'o1'R.\'JlO\. ,., ht ,,.1,1 ·.,, JO~ 1:~ 
WOODS ••" Wl'<ln'""lnl' t/lf• l'llil in•1 '11.- r..,,.i.' •• l"'J>"b.
, .... ,n~fuh• n1nJ ~ ll 0:h\ ,-nuurhf will h.t1\'(' ti l~•til Rr,11l\.·,11i-,u •ii 

•~•lph ~ 
lIIIi !',;.Aflo,u .. Di•\Jn,~,t\_ t( c,,wwor. 11111 t•ur,uu.,, 

iti-EPW .6. DOUG-I,48 ' 
HERSCHEL •V. JOHNSON, 

t, ~~•(",d h1 •~ lk~\i 1m1I ~ tJ.o 111t~111u,r. lmfl.rlhilil\-. l .. 1~t' 
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(Wrillen by Lucy Wittington to 
Joseph Goddard c/o Chas. 
Goddard at Winc.hester, MA) 

New York, Sept. llth '60 

Dear Brother, 

I am rejoiced to hear you are 
coming home soon, it has been a 
very long lime, and a long time since 
I had a line from you, bu/ I know 

• time passes so rapidly, one does not 
realize it until one looks back. Am 
glad to hear such good news from 
friends in general - hope those who 
are ailing will soon recover. We are 
as a general thing, pretty well here. 
They are makeing (sic) a great time 
(The Democrats) at Jones' Wood, 
roasting an ox, whole, & Douglas is 
to be there to make a speech. Mr. 
Thomas invites me to go, but l tell 
him I am too "Wide Awake'" to get 
caught in that trap. 

The 7th ward Wide Awakes 
made a very pretty display last eve, 
perhaps 4 or S hundred wilh each a 
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torch, the new patent torch, they 
did look pretty - a nice band of 
music, they completely fill'd the 
street. Excuse my answering so 
soon, but you know I am always 
for doing things in time. -Your 
dear sister Lucy. tl . Much love to all, accept a 
double shure yoursell \ . ,, 

-';"t 
,1,l, . ft _ ."~ I': 1,11..i THIS IS WHY I COLLECT! The 

-' 1 , • ' opportunity to "marry'' these 
:Z, r,.;~ ' ·t two ephemeral items together 
• i.; , - after I 50 years - makes it all 

• ...... , ,- •" ~ ., • worthwhile. Ye.s ... my n1ind is 
plagued with chaotic thoughts. Yes ... 1 

would definitely benefit from professional treatment and a super
vised pharmaceutical regimen, But... can't I collect just because 
it's fun? The ability to bring together disparate elements to tell a 
story is what drives me. 

In 1994, a small group of feJJow "travelers" thought it might be 
fun to find other kindred spirits. This journal became the vehicle -
the ride has now lasted a full decade. As we mark our tenth 
anniversary, we hope you continue to occupy one of the passenger 
seats ... the journey has just begun! ./-/ 

Thank you for your support. 7~__, 

A future President? 

J a: 

~ 
Little Antony (newly-minted godson of 

Rail Splitter Editor Tim Bakken) will be ready for the 
job if he just follows the example spelled out in his 
alphabet blocks. He has plenty of time to charm 

potential voters ... he won't be eligible until 2038 as he 
just turned one on September 29th. 

I
n September, Freeman's of Philadelphia auctioned an exceptionally rare lithograph by W.H. Rease entitled "For President, Abraham 
Lincoln of Illinois; For Vice President, Hannibal Hamlin of Maine. The Union Must and Shall be Preserved. Free Speech, Free Homes, 
Free Territory, Protection to American Industry." Printed in Philadelphia, 1860, the print - often assumed to be a large, jugate 
"poster" - only measures 11 3/4 x 16 3/4"; a "small folio" print sUghtly larger than the Currier & Ives Grand National Banner. (Small 
folios usually measure 11 x 14" -medium folios l3x 18".) With a low-ball estimate of $800-1,200 (for which Freeman's is frequently 

guilty), this gem of iconography sold for $16,500 including the buyer's premium. This price should come as no surprise considering 
the relative rarity between this print and the rat11er ubiquitous Lincoln Grand National Banners. Now ... as much as this is a known 
item having been reproduced in numerous books and facsimiled countless times, the reality is there are perhaps only four or five I 
genuine examples extant, if that. The one most often reproduced is after the copy owned by the Library of Congress. There are sev
eral points to discern when examining if a copy is genuine - including the fact that the original was printed in two colors. Facsimiled 

L 
Toe rare, jugate campaign print by Rease, 1860. 

3 

copies usually come in black and white, although copies 
employing digital photography faithlully reproduce the origi
nal colors of gray/tan and black. The titling on the top of the 
original is simply printed in white without any black outline. 
So, if you are offered examples printed in black & white or with 
the title lettering outlined, you can peremptorily eliminate 
them, One cannot use size as the determining criteria for 
authentication as reproductions have been made in both the 
correct size and oversize. It should be pointed out that there 
is a one known matching example for the candidates of the 
Constitutional Union ticket, Bell ancj Everett. (That print was 
seen in a private collection some thirty years ago and hasn't 
surfaced since.) No examples are known representing the 
other two parties in 1860. As far as we can tell, this magnificent 
campaign piece is the first to change hands in more than forty 
years ... save for copies often represented as real. Be careful to 
examine such "opportunities", discounting claims of authen
ticity and provenance. Nothing substitutes !or a hands-on 
examination. Jf the size is right, the colors are right, the letter
ing is correct, and the method of production in line (two-color 
stone lithography), you may have found a good one! 
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Replevin, cont. 
nial document. Is replevin still a viable 
course of action? In many states, the 
answer is still YES. But replevin focuses 
on items which were "wrongfully taken," 
you say. To overcome this threshold, 
many states have adopted "recovery" 
legislation. The legislation allows for 
recovery ol public documents. In 
essence these laws provide the states 
with wide recovery power by asserting 
that "public documents can never have 
private title." The legislation further 
defines public documents as "any letters, 
documents, artifacts issued to or by pub
lic state olficials.'· At this level the inter
ests of the collectors and the states are 
completely opposed. It would appear that 
"collectors can't beat City Hall." Not 
always so. Let's take a look at the live 
state initiated recovery actions Historical 
Collectible Auctions has experienced. (I 
will respect the state/institution identities 
by keeping their names confidential.) 

Scenario #1. On auction day, we 
received a telephone call from State 
Archives #1 insisting that we withdraw a 
lot that contained documents and letters 
from a reform school that resided in their 
state. State Archives # 1 claimed that the 
grouping belonged to them. We advised 
the State Archives #1 that we would not 
withdraw the item and asked that they 
make their claim on their letterhead via 
fax. Once we received that fax, we 
informed them that we would contact the 
consignor and determine how the con
signor came to own the grouping. We also 
advised State Archives #1 that the group
ing would not be shipped until the issue 
of ownership was resolved. The grouping 
was sold at the auction. 

After the auction, I was able to con
tact the consignor. I was amazed at what 
I learned. The consignor had bought sev
eral boxes of documents, including this 
reform school group, from a real estate 
developer who- had bought a vacant 
building in State #1. Recognizing that 
State Archives #1 may have interest in 
this reform school grouping, the consign
or offered to sell the grouping directly to 
State Archives # 1 who claimed they had 
no acquisition funds and declined. The 
consignor made a minor donation of sev
eral documents to State Archives #I, sold 
several groups of the documents to col
lectors, and brought the balance to our 
auction. When I reported this story to 

State Archives # 1, they agreed not to pur
sue the matter. Was this a communica
tion error or was State Archives #1 
attempting to acquire the grouping 
through intimidation? The sale went 
through unencumbered, the successful 
bidder received the grouping and the 
consignor received the proceeds. 

Scenario #2. Historical Collectible 
Auctions has strong relationships with a 
number of state and private institutions 
and on occasions HCA is able to help 
them buy items for their collections that 
do not go through our auction. So when I 
received a call Crom an existing client, 
Institution #2, claiming that they had in 
their collection a photocopy of a letter 
that was in our auction, I listened intently. 
1nstltution #2 told me a long and compli
cated story that in essence asserted that 
tbis and other letters authored by the 
same writer were at one time housed in 
their collection. They asked that I contact 
the consignor to determine if the con
signor would donate this and any other 
similar letters to Institution #2. Although 
Institution #2 did not explicitly indicate 
that they would make a legal claim, they 
surely left me that impression. 

After contacting the consignor, I was 
again amazed at what I learned. Thirty 
years ago, a benevolent collector allowed 
Institution #2 to house his collection for 
two years. He had no intention of donat
ing the collection, but was loaning the 
collection for research. A decade after 
Institution #2 returned the collection, the 
benevolent collector died. The personnel 
at Institution #2 had changed. Upon 
learning that the collection was being 
sold, Institution #2 sued the estate claim
ing that the collection was theirs based 
on the fact that they had photocopies of 
nearly every letter in the collection and 
therefore clearly owned the collection at 
one point. Further they stated that they 
never deaccessioned any documents. 
Therefore the collection must have been 
stolen. The benevolent collector's estate 
prevailed in the suit. My consignor later 
bought the collection from the estate. So 
here we go again, Institution #2 attempt
ing to negotiate a donation when clearly 
they knew, or should have known, the 
costs and aggravation they had already 
caused regarding the same collection. 
These letters continue to be sold through 
our Historical Collectible Auctions. 

4 

Scenario #3. About IO days before 
one of our auctions, I received a fax from 
the Attorney General's office of State #3 
representing the State Archives #3. The 
fax Indicated that two items in our auc
tion were state property, and further that 
these two items would need to be imme
diately withdrawn and sent to the State 
Archives #3. Additionally, they indicated 
that they were reviewing another five 
items to determine ii they also lit the 
recovery classification. J telephoned tbe 
Attorney General's office for further 
explanation. The Attorney General's 
office did not claim that the items were 
ever in the possession of State Archives 
#3 but rather that they were public docu
ments and therefore could not have pri
vate title. In other words, although State 
Archives #3 may not have ever been 
aware that these documents existed, yet 
they still claimed title. I advised that as 
an auction house, Historical Collectible 
Auctions has contractual obligations to 
the consignor and is not free to simply 
send the documents to anyone. Further I 
advised the Attorney General's office that 
I would review the documents in detail 
and also that I would contact the con
signor. I reviewed the two challenged 
documents. One was a letter written from 
one colonial governor to the State #3 
colonial governor and clearly concerned 
official state business (public document). 
However the second letter was less clear, 
and in my opinion based on the content, 
was a personal letter written to a State #3 
public official. I then contacted the con
signor and reviewed the circumstances. I 
asked the consignor to allow me to nego
tiate on his behalf with the Attorney 
General's office. He agreed. 

After explaining to the Attorney 
General's office that we believed only one 
of the letters would meet the "public doc
ument" definition, we were still willing to 
help the State Archives #3. We offered the 
following; (a) the consignor would 
donate the "public document" and take a 
charitable deduction of $2500. which was 
the mid value in the auction, if (b) the 
State Archives #3 would buy the second 
letter at $2500, also the mid value in the 
auction. The State Archives #3 agreed, in 
essence getting a "2 for 1" deal, the con
signor got cash and tax value for his 
items, and Historical Collectible Auctions 
earned both a new client and our com-
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mission. brought the letter to a local judge and 
Scenario #4. Approximately one filed a motion requiring the title case to 

week before an auction, we received a fax be heard In the consignor's state, forcing 
from State #4 Historical Society immedi- the State #4 Historical Society to expend 
ately followed by a phone call from their funds and effort to present their case. 
archivists. The Society claimed that a pri- Next, the consignor received a 
vate historical personality letter which phone call trom the Attorney General's 
was in our auction had been [ _ _ office in State #4 Historical 
stolen from them in the 1970s, Court sejz- -I- -- - -
and would like the item with- es etter from bu.sin -
drawn and sent to them. I ~- r---- ""-¥ess} 
asked them to provide docu- . .:-'!'~-.,_, "'"-<- »n..7l'..h. ., . 1 

......... ~'-"""4--r;_./f ,..~ 
mentation that Lhe letter was, ~- .... -~ ... ""l.<~.,,.-t. ~ 

"""'""""'~---• d·, • 

my premises" a letter which was offered 
in our auction. The court ordered injunc
tion also set a hearing date 30 days from 
the injunction at which point the State 
Archives #5 would be required to present 
their case claiming title to the letter. I 
contacted my attorney to determine the 
legitlmacy of the injunction, and upon hls 
advice, I withdrew the letter from the 
auction. Then I contacted the consignor 
to begin planning our defense. 

Immediately loUowing the auction, 
the consignor and I began researching 
the State Archives #5 position. The legal at one point, in their hold- .:::::::::-:.~ ... _ ~- ,u--,;,1 •

1 ings. I also advised them that :-.:.:,"-~'::."!-i!!: ;I ,~,. . ..r. r:- _ 

I Id t h . •-::---- • , ••• C, wou contac t e consign- ,.,_-::',._..,_ ,r._ 
or. Within a few days I ---:-:a.::.::,_,.,._,.. 7 ~•·-x 

I -.....::::- -- A ,,,.. ? #/ 

Judge puts hold on Jefferson Davis letter I 
~ ...... ...,.._ 
,,,__ Tbe text of the letter~ I received convincing docu- ::::.,~,=;:,..~::::: // '"· .c; OtlAJ:I.W A.._.w,diallJ 
~ "-Jls.,if J~ ~M!IVtJ, 1881 

mentation that the State #4 ~.-- ..,_,... 
~=-"':!: ....,___cw,._ ......................... -

blt.--UIIJ1,....el:i.tu.J.dti,-.ia .. ~Jchr,W Elli A~~._.._.._ OoW'tiC 

:'::?.::•::=~~ o.r•·~~dlhtD'.ld~,_°"'1 11114 Historical Society actually ,,.,,,. ~ ...... ___ ._...,.,_.,..... -
d.d th I Th ......._1::u•...,..,~., 41~•*~~•s- otnw,,,.. '° .. 

:,orinc..ma ~lclotulrih~~i,_.-.., L.adi, 

01 hN4u AJiaur:• Co;illll7 OONIIAlptClrd~NmlO~~)'(:U. ,oan~" 1 own e etter. eypro- "!.- .. .::.:,,~.- ,......;:.::,~-....... ::: ~-
vided a copy of a collection - - ~ -· .. ••·--."."'~"': 

'4!Parlllt"0.1'1J.t,.II.AJtMJi. g!Wtr..,,...~~lir'llwry~}"IU'I, Ds,a 
waeda, ~--~iMPOn,.. ec.o..M~ 

--------- .., __ ""_ ------------
~o .... n.,...nd. '~""'"""rwtliMln....,. 11t1Pl!Ollepnrpffl)~ donation letter (circa 1950) and an index Society's -~-,tlir.C'IYUW.,_.tttr .-a1otC11Jtlll"lllA•••uca.Ot&t- ll'lllld1 NI-,: 

r-=::..ro~ .. :~=8:::--:-: :!::!.:O.-..., --:-= of the microfilm of the donated collection state asking if the consignor lil'r IO 1'GtUI r......,111 C.O,, ietllll utlil~ ft\1..-U.lwaK'I lllll 
"'U.mlla-lbfll.11!11.1_ ~- "'""-"UMII~ ~~·•• _ .... 

including a listing for this letter. I called was willing to "work some-
the consignor and advised him that in my thing out." The consignor advised the 
opinion, the State #4 Historical Society Attorney General's office that the prob-
was correct in their position. The con- lem was no longer the letter, but the 
signor is well respected in the industry incredible clumsy handling of the situa-
and had bought the letter in 1998. He tion. The consignor was, however, still 
asked me to provide him with the contact willing to work with them. He offered the 
information of the State #4 Historical following; (a) The consignor would 
Society so he could contact them direct- receive a phone call and letter of apology 
ly. He also asked me to return his letter from the individual who made the deci-
accompanied by State #4 Historical sion to file the police report against him, 
Society documentation. We withdrew the (2) he would receive $56 (court filing 
item from the auction, and shipped the fee), (3) he would donate the letter and 
letter and documentation to the consign- take a charitable tax deduction of $ 1000. 
or who is also an attorney. The Attorney General's otfice resisted, 

The consignor called me the follow- not wanting to commit to the apology. 
ing day and advised that he was in con- "See you in court," advised the consignor. 
tact with the State #4 Historical Society. A week later the consignor received 
He had advised them that he would work the apology phone call from the individual 
something out with them, but asked il, who decided to file the police report. In 
"when the item was noted as missing, the discussion the consignor was advised 
had they filed a police report?" They had that the reason there was no police report 
not, he was told. The consignor felt that filed at the occurrence of the theft was 
an employee of State #4 Historical that the internal security breach would 
Society probably stole the item, and if possibly cost the State #4 Historical 
they were too embarrassed to report the Society future donations. Incredibly, the 
theft 25 years ago, why should he bear State #4 Historical Society was too embar-
the cost today? Stil.l he was willing to rassed to act at home but no problem 
work with them. Within a few days I embarrassing the buyer of good faith. The 
received another call from the consignor. consignor did as he said he would and the 
He advised me that the State #4 letter is back in the collection. 
Historical Society did file a police report Scenario #5. Two days prior to an 
... against him! As one can imagine, the auction I was presented with a court 
consignor's "willingness to work some- ordered injunction which barred me from 
thing out" was gone. The consignor "selling, destroying or causing to leave 
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term used by the State Archives #5 was 
"unauthorized possession of a public 
document." The claim was that the 1861 
governor's letter was in their archives at 
one point in time, based on a period let
ter book which is now in their archives. 
The letter book contains a ve.rbatim tran
scription of this letter and the response, 
as well as hundreds of other letter tran
scriptions to and from this governor. So 
we began our research, and were able to 
determine that this specific letter had 
been publicly sold at Sotheby's in 1982. 
Additionally, we found 12 similar letters 
written to this governor in 1861-62 which 
had been publicly sold at New York auc
tions over the previous five years. We 
were also able to find letters written to 
this governor in the same period, which 
are now housed In other institutional col
lections. It would appear the State 
Archives #5 action was selective. Back to 
the attorney. 

My attorney painted a straight-talk 
picture. First under the State #5 
Recovery law, the State #5 only needs to 
prove the letter is a "public document." 
They do not need to prove the letter was 
ever in their archives, although clearly 
they believe it was and appear to be 
ready to present evidence to that effect. 
Second, the issue of "selective action" 
may be factual but is not a defense to the 
action. Third, the attorney cost to defend 

continued, next page 
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against this action is substantial. The attorney's 
advice, negotiate. 

Let's go back to the nervous sheriff sitting 
across from my desk holding the seizure order. 
While the sheriff waited, I called the State #5 
Attorney General's office for an explanation. 
They advised that they had reviewed our web
page and noted the letter had a "$17,000 price 
realized." Therefore they issued the seizure 
order so that I would not be able to complete the 
sale. I explained to them that I had withdrawn the 
letter, there was no sale and that our prices real
ized include reserves. The letter had a reserve 
and that was the number displayed on the web
page. We did not sell the letter. l suggested that 
the seizure order be redirected by placing the let
ter in court custody until the court hearing. They 
agreed. Negotiations had started. I then asked if 
the State Archives #5 was open to a negotiated 
resolution. They were. 

The negotiation involved several phone calls 
and laxes. However, once it was clear to the State 
Archives #5 that this letter was sold in 1982, the 
negotiations took on a more relaxed atmosphere. 
At that point it occurred to me that perhaps they 
had pressed so hard because they were con
cerned that they currently had a security breach 
at the archives. Knowing the item was absent for 
at least 22 years, the settlement came quickly. We 
were able to resolve the issue by gaining a tax
deductible donation for the consignor and the 
State Archlves #5 received their letter. 

There are 27 states that have adopted recov
ery/replevin laws. These laws range from dealing 
strictly with the recovery of stolen documents 
on the moderate side, to the aggressive action of 
capturing any state "public document" found in 
private hands. Certainly the state laws favor the 
states. Additionally, as manuscript dealers and 
auction houses market material on the internet 
lor wider exposure, the states are better able to 
digitally search for potential "recovery material." 
Couple these movements, and an increase in 
replevin/recovery actions in the future can be 
expected. 

Without question, the enjoyment of collect
ing documents, manuscripts and autographs far 
outweighs the exceptionally rare recovery prob
lems one may encounter. Although somewhat 
intimidating, the above cases are only five lots 
out of the 7000 lots we handle yearly. In each sce
nario the "buyers of good faith" did prevail in 
having their legitimate position acknowledged. 
Also, the state institutions, acting in good faith, 
were able lo recover manuscripts that were 
important to their collections. 4'?-i 

REPLEVIN-

PERsPECTIVE FROM A GOVERNMENT OmCIAL 

RESPONSIBLE FOR SUCH ACTIONS 

[Edllw:: We asked Bob Raynor to draft questions he would pose to an official 
responsible for overseeing replevin demands on behalf of a government Insti
tution. We are pleased and honored to have the opportunity to present these 
to Gary M. Stern, General Counsel, National Archives and Records 
Administration, who kindly repsonded to our request. Detailed below are his 
thoughts on the matter.] 

GaryM Stem 

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) maintains the 
National Archives of the United States, which includes the National 
Archives Building in Washington, DC, the new National Archives facility in 
College Park, MD. thirteen regional archives buildings around the country, 
and the presidential records and materials of all presidents since Herbert 

Hoover. NARA's primary responsibility is to maintain, preserve, and provide 
access to the permanent records of the United States Government, including 
historical materials provided by deed of gilt, in trust for the American people. 

NARA holds these records in trust for the people of the United States, and 
provides open and equal access to them in perpetllity. The records of the 
National Archives are essential to enable the protection of individual rights, to 
ensure the accountability and credibility of the Government and other nation
al Institutions, and to document our national and historical experience. 

Federal laws have required the U.S. Government to maintain its Important 
records since early In the Republic. These permanent records were then trans
ferred to the National Archives after its creation in 1934. And the records have 
been coming in ever since. At present, NARA has over three million cubic feet 
of permanent records, which amounts to roughly seven billion pages, not to 
mentlon a vast collection of photos, movies, sound recordings, maps, charts, 
museum items, and terabytes of electronic records. 

It is essential that NARA maintain the integrity of the National Archives on 
behalf of the American people, and ensure not only against the loss or theft of 
these materials, but also as to the completeness of the collection. Accordingly, 
NARA will seek the return of documents that clearly belong to the National 
Archives, including through legal action such as replevin. 

Question: Most manuscript collectors/dealers are willing to cooperate 
with Institutions when It is clear that the manuscript was stolen from the Insti
tution. However, these buyers of good faith have also made a financial Invest
ment in the manuscript/document. What remedies would you support that (a) 
acknowledge the honesty of the buyer of good faith (b) compensate the buyer 
of good faith for his Investment. 

Answer. NARA believes that there can be no "statute of limitations" for a 
document that has been stolen from the National Archives, regardless of how 
many hands It has changed, and we will always seek the return of any stolen 
document. However, NARA recognizes that a good faith purchaser of stolen or 
alienated property may suffer a monetary loss. For this reason, NARA Is very 
circumspect about demanding the return of any Item, and will not do so unless 
we are confident that the Item properly belongs to the Natlonal Archives of the 
United States. It is our experience that most dealers will refund the purchase 
price to purchasers In such Instances. In addition, the federal criminal law 
allows courts to include a restitutlon requirement when sentencing persons 
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convicted of stealing documents. This law further requires that all non-governmental parties be fully reimbursed before the gov
ernment is entitled to receive any restitution. Ultimately, when a matter is in litigation, the Department of Justice makes the final 
decision on these sorts of issues. 

Q. Many states have enacted "Recovery Legislation" that allow the state to recover from the collector any document that was 
issued to or from a state public official. These wide ranging laws do not require that the document was ever part of the state's 
archival collection. Do you support this type of Public Document Recovery laws? Why? 

A. Because the National Archives of the United States was not created until 1934, there will inevitably be situations when doc
uments have been improperly removed from the custody of the United States Government before they could possibly have been 
transferred to the National Archives. When it is clear that such documents should have remained in the Govemment"s custody, and 
would have been transferred to the National Archives for permanent preservation, then NARA will consider whether to recover 
them, particularly if the documents are not available for public research and are not being properly protected. 

Accordingly, the fact that a document was never a part of the National Archives cannot preclude the possibility that the doc
ument properly belongs to the National Archives and therefore should be recovered. At the same time, NARA recognizes that when 
a document has been out of governmental custody for a very long time, it may be more difficult for the Government to establish a 
legitimate claim of ownership. For this reason, NARA exercises great caution before pursuing documents that have been in private 
hands since the nineteenth century, and has done so only on rare occasions. 

However, in some cases. such as when a document or volume fills an obvious and specific gap in our holdings, there can be 
little doubt that the Item properly, and appropriately, belongs to the National Archives and should be returned. This is true 
whether the document was previously known or unknown to have been removed from the Governmenrs custody. Given the vol
ume of our holdings - over seven hilllon pages, spanning over two and a quarter centuries - it is impossible for NARA to create an 
item-by-item inventory, or to mark every single document. Thus, the standard of "proof'" for demonstrating ownership will vary 
depending on the circumstances of each particular document. 

Note, however, that only a small percentage of documents that were created and used by the U.S. Government in the course 
of doing its business are of permanent value warranting retention by the National Archives. So just because a document original
ly belonged to the Government a long time ago does not mean that it is something that should belong in the National Archives now. 

Q. Certainly many recovery/replevin actions are resolved through the courts. However, when both parties have the inclination, 
a resolution can be negotiated. These "one-at-a-time resolutions" are predicated on the negotiators. When ii is clear that the private 
owner is a buyer of good faith and it is also clear that the institution once owned the item, would you support a mediation panel to 
provide resolution? The mediation panel could be populated with respected members from the public and private sectors. 

A. NARA strongly supports the use of non-binding mediation to try to resolve disputes, including matters that are in, or may 
lead to, litigation. Many federal courts now require that parties engage in mediation before starting trial. Indeed, NARA has been 
able to settle almost every claim it has made for alienated documents, usually without even having to use outside mediation or ini
tiate formal legal proceedings. This Is because NARA is able to provide convincing evidence that the document in question prop
erly belongs to the National Archives. Accordingly, NARA would be open to considering the use of mediation to resolve disputes 
over missing documents. If the matter is in litigation, then the Department of Justice and the courts will have a role to play in 
deciding whether mediation ls appropriate. 

Q. What can a buyer or dealer do If they are unsure about the ownership of a document? 
A. NARA is commonly contacted by persons who question whether a document for sale belongs to the National Archives. In 

most cases, it is easy to discern that the answer Is no. However, NARA asks all persons to avoid buying, selling, or trading in doc
uments that you suspect may be Government property, and to contact us with any questions or concerns that you may have. 
NARA is working on a new web page that will assist collectors and researchers who have questions or concerns about whether 
documents in the private sector might belong to the Government. National Archives staff experts will work with you to determine 
whether the document belongs to the Government, which can save you time, the loss of your money, and potential lawsuits, and 
can ensure that we as American citizens continue to have access to the records of our Government. 1":>:--

r 

A
s reported in this journal, the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum, a state repository, is part of the Illinois Historic 
Preservation Agency. The Library is scheduled to open this month ... the Museum is still under construction. Should you be inter
ested, the William Jefferson Clinton Library, part of the Federal system of Presidential Libraries, is also scheduled to open in 
early November. We are reminded by Mr. Stern that N.A.R.A oversees most such holdings. As detailed on their website: 

Presidential Libraries of the National Archives and Records Administration 

The Presidential Library system is made up of ten Presidential Libraries. This nationwide network of libraries is administered by the Office of 
Presidential Libraries, which is part of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), located in College Park, MD. These are not traditional libraries, 
but rather repositories for preserving and making available the papers, records, and other historical materials of U.S. Presidents since Herbert Hoover. 

Each Presidential Library contains a museum and provides an active series of public programs. Also included in the Presidential Library sys
tem is the Nixon Presidential Materials Statt, which administers the Nixon Presidential Materials under the terms of the Presidential Recordings and 
Materials Preservation Act, and the William J. Clinton Presidential Materials Project in Little Rock, Arkansas, which administers the Clinton Presidential 

continued, next page 
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Materials. When a President leaves office, NARA establishes a Presidential project until a new Presidential library is built and transferred to the 
Government. Each Presidential library contains a museum and provides an active series of public programs. The libraries are: the George Bush Library; 
Jimmy Carter Library; Dwight D. Eisenhower Library; Gerald R. Ford Library and Museum; Herbert Hoover library; Lyndon B. Johnson library: John F. 
Kennedy library; Ronald Reagan library; Franklin D. Roosevelt library; Harry S. Truman Library. 

For those who might be interested in visiting the Presidential Libraries, don't forget to include stops at the various presi
dential homes and birthplaces. While some of the homes are part of the Library system - such as F.D.R.'s Hyde Park- other sites, are 
separtely maintained. 

ANOTHER 
PERSPECTIVE 
ON REPLEVIN 

Scott W Petersen 

I am an attorney and partner in the Chicago office of Holland 
& Knight. While my vocation is international trademark and 
copyright counseling, licensing and litigation, my passion is the 
collecting of historical letters and documents, especially those 
penned by Justices of the United States Supreme Court. 

I began my collecting pursuits when I was six years old. My 
father would take me to Wrigley Field, home of the long-strug
gling Chicago Cubs. I would gallop down the concrete steps to 
the brick rail by the field and troll for ballplayer autographs. My 
collecting habits have evolved but I am still ever on the scout for 
new and interesting material. Today I continue adding to my col
lection of Justices of the United States Supreme Court and I occa
sionally publish catalogs and listings of autograph material. 

In 1986 I joined The Manuscript Society at the invitation of 
Bob McCown, then Director of Special Collections at the 
University of Iowa. I have served on the Board of Trustees of this 
great organization for eight years and I just completed a two-year 
term as President. While there are occasional issues of authen
tication and provenance, the hobby (or profession) of collecting 
autograph material has been relatively uncontroversial and 
uncomplicated. 

However, a dark and ominous cloud has settled heavily on 
the landscape of the gentle and passionate hobby of collecting 
history in its written form. Over the last two decades or so, 
some collectors and dealers (and even institutions) have been 
targeted in replevin lawsuits [lawsuits commenced to recover 
specific items] initiated by states or municipalities. The purpose 
of these lawsuits is to seize manuscript items that the state 
asserts were once "public records." 

A few states - which have in some cases voluntarily dis
posed of their archives and holdings over the last three hundred 
years (some by literally placing them on the curb for garbage 
pickup)- are now seeking to confiscate those materials from col
lectors who have acquired them lawfully over lhe years. Under 
the subtle guise of patrimony laws (all rights in public records 
forever reside in the government), these states have declared 
that whatever was once arguably a "state record" (by their defi
nition) is - once again - a state record, irrespective of the fact 
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that the targeted items have lawfully resided in the public 
domain for years (and in some cases centuries) and have been 
bought, sold, traded or published. 

I strongly disagree with these actions and I am delighted to 
have this forum to offer my opinjon on the issues involved. The 
issue of illegitimate replevin most recently reared its ugly head 
in the State of North Carolina. 

On March 9, 2004, the State of North Carolina filed a lawsuit 
against Robert Raynor and his company, HCA Auctions. The 
action was brought to recover a letter penned by JeUerson Davis 
on May 23, 1861, to North Carolina Governor John Ellis. The let
ter was claimed on the basis of a 2003 North Carolina statute 
which declared that anything that was once a public record is 
still a public record and that "seizure" of the item is appropriate. 

Despite the fact that the Jefferson Davis letter had been pub
licly bought and sold in the past (the letter most recently sold at 
Sotheby's in 1982) and despite the fact that North Carolina was 
not a "state" of the Union at the time of the writing Ot had seced
ed two days earlier), the letter was still grabbed. The owner had 
little recourse but to settle. The owner was "encouraged"' to 
donate the Item to the state. 

Twenty-seven years ago, the State of North Carolina initiat
ed similar action in the infamous case brought against B.C. West 
Jr. - a prominent collector and dealer - to recover two docu
ments signed by William Hooper, a Signer of the Declaration of 
Independence. That case went all the way to the North Carolina 
Supreme Court where North Carolina won in a divided Court. In 
a stinging rebuke of North Carolina's actions, Justice Copeland 
Ooined by Justice Moore) dissented saying: 

"The State having brought the action must carry the burden 
of proof to establish title to the documents. The State has shown 
that there were two bills of indictment signed by William Hooper 
in 1767 and 1768. The only 0U1er thing that has been shown by 
the State is their presence in private hands 206 years later. What 
happened to them in tbe meantime is just one big question mark. 
It is well known that most of the discoveries of old papers and 
records are made by private citizens. To permit the State to ride 
freely on the backs of private individuals and libraries who have 
expended their efforts and money to recover and preserve these 
documents and records, without any reimbursement, does not 
strike me as fair. The net result of the majority opinion will be to 
drive documents and records underground and out of the State. 
1 do not consider this good public policy." 

(235 S.E.2d 150,158-9) 
Why are states doing this? First and foremost, government 

officials are coming to realize that the abandonment of manu
script history by their bureaucratic predecessors years ago may 
have been a mistake. They can't bear the thought of such items 
remaining in public hands. And, of course, the value of auto
graph material has increased dramatically. Some of the items 
targeted by states are valuable and desirable. Thus, states logi-
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cally go after the "high ticket" items (as North Carolina did in its 
action to recover the Jefferson Davis letter and the Hooper doc
uments). It may also be that states are looking to fill in the 
blanks of their historical past. Since individual collectors or deal
ers have been the primary targets, one might conclude that 
small fry are easier to strong-arm. A government lawyer out to 
get attention can quickly do so by filing a lawsuit, summarily 
seizing documents and pontificating to the press about preserv
ing the state's history. Who comes off as the bad guy in the pub
lic eye? The poor collector or dealer who lawfully purchased the 
item at public auction years before from another bona fide pur
chaser. It is interesting to note that large universities or libraries 
(which often have literal warehouses full of materials that quali
fy as some state's "records") are seemingly immune. 

To me, actions like those of North Carolina are not just igno
rant and counterproductive, they are breathtakingly ignorant 
and counterproductive. Why? One of the biggest reasons is that 
truly important documents and manuscripts will be driven 
underground or out of the country as stated by Justice Copeland 
in the B.C. West case. Why should I contact North Carolina 
about an unpublished Governor Ellis manuscript or his guberna
torial diaries when there are potential buyers outside the coun
try or in private sales? Many people would rather cut out the 
signature and trash the rest of the letter than give anything to 
the state. When North Carolina brings an action to recover a sin
gle letter, anyone with anything of relevance to that state will 
keep the items under tight wraps. Share it with North Carolina? 
Not on your life. When that happens, everyone- North Carolina, 
researchers, archivists and collectors - lose. And when that 
happens, the fault will lay squarely on the doorstep where it 
belongs - North Carolina and other states like it. 

So what is the answer? Well to start, it is clearly not to slam 
a sharp elbow into the face of collectors or dealers. For me, the 
answer is simple: U a state or institution (or collector or dealer) 
can establish that a theft or improper taking took place and that 
a third party has those materials, the materials must be returned 
to the rightful owner. When a theft or unlawful taking cannot be 
proven and the current owner of an item can establish lawful 
title with a provenance showing that the item has been openly 
bought, sold or traded, there must be a heavy burden on the 
claimant to prove countervailing entitlement. Why - after years 
of inaction and silence - should a state be allowed to pass con
fiscatory legislation to summarily claim items to whkh it simply 
hdeciares" its ownership. This is tantamount to declaring emi
nent domain on personal property without offering the required 
compensation. It leaves collectors and dealers cursing the state 
for its heavy-handedness and forces salient manuscript material 
further out of reach. 

[Ed.lt2r: We thought that it might be interesting to have Bob 
Raynor pose a few questions to Scott Petersen in the same spir
it as those presented to Gary Stern. Those queries, and Scott's 
responses, are detailed below.] 

Question: Most manuscript collectors/dealers are willing to 
cooperate with institutions when it is clear that the manuscript 
was stolen from the institution. However, there are occurrences 
when the institutions discard material without documentation. 
What documentation would you recommend that the collec-
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tor/dealer require from the institution as (a) proof of prior own
ership by that institution (b) proof that the item was not dis
carded by the institution? 

Answer. The Manuscript Society has a clear and unambigu
ous position that when autograph materials are stolen or misap
propriated from states, colleges, universities, institutions, deal
ers or collectors, it cooperates in any and every way to repatri
ate those materials to the rightful owners. FrequenUy such 
thefts and wrongful takings are reported as news to members of 
The Manuscript Society. (See www.manuscript.org) 

To me, the point of documenting the deaccession of materi
als from state archives or from universities is an important one. 
But I view the issue of documentation from another tack. States 
(institutions or collectors) that cannot document their original 
ownership of or entitlement to materials and cannot point to 
their ongoing maintenance of all similar materials, should not be 
allowed to recover such materials from bona fide purchasers 
unless they can point to a theft or misappropriation of those 
materials. It is not enough to just pass a law saying "it's mine." 

Q. Often institutions initiate replevin actions years after the 
manuscript has been lost/stolen from the institution. The result 
is that the chain of ownership may include 5-10 owners. Do you 
think a "statute of limitation" of either time or owners should be 
enacted to protect "buyers of good faith." 

A. I do not believe in a lormal statue of limitations on the 
recovery of clearly stolen material. I would prefer an "R.O.R." -
a Rule of Reason. For materials allegedly misappropriated two 
hundred years ago which have since been offered, sold, held, 
published, publicly-displayed or traded in the interim without so 
much as a peep from the putative owner, the equitable doctrine 
of "laches" (sleeping on one's rights) should apply. Why should 
a state - after knowing about the adverse possession of a docu
ment for two centuries - be allowed to suddenly lurch into action 
expressing outrage and bureaucratic bravado over some collec
tor's peacefuJ and otherwise lawful ownership of a document? 

We have seen occasional claims to works of art stolen by the 
Nazis from families during the Holocaust. I applaud the repatri
ation of such materials to their rightful owners or families when 
the requisite elements of proof are satisfied. Similarly, there 
must be actual proof Lhat manuscript items were once owned by 
the state and that the items were stolen or misappropriated. But 
without proof, the state should not succeed. 

Q. The theory of "public documents" has enacted laws that 
allow states to claim ownership of previously unknown manu
scripts. Does the collector have any ownership rights to protect 
his collection from these laws? 

A. Sadly, the collector has little recourse but to settle or 
defend himself or herself against the actions of states which pass 
laws to justify the seizure of single items or whole collections. 
The only reason to mediate or negotiate is because the collector 
knows the deck is stacked against him. Arrogant and aggressive 
government lawyers who have the power of government and tax
payer assets behind them (combined with a compliant and often 
uninformed press) can quickly drain an individual of his funds 
and enthusiasm to contest his otherwise lawful ownership of doc
uments. States have resources and a home court advantage. An 
individual collector alone bears the brunt of legal expenses and 
proofs which may never satisfy state statutes or state judges. 

continued, next page 
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Petersen on Replevin, cont. 

RECOMMENDED PRINCIPLES What would I, as a collector, recommend? I would urge that everyone consider seven points: 
(1.) When items are clearly stolen or misappropriated, everyone in the archival/collector community should mobilize to repatri

ate the stolen items. There is no statute of limitations on the recovery of such materials other than a common sense Rule of Reason. 
There are no exceptions. (2.) State laws that simply "declare" by fiat that what was once - possibly - a state record is once again a 
state record are wrong. If a state can prove items were stolen or misappropriated, the state should get the items back. If a state has 
to rely on a carefully-crafted statute to "declare" its revived ownership, the state should lose. (3.) If a collector or dealer (or institu
tion) can show that items have been bought and sold publicly and that he or she is a bona Ude purchaser of the item(s), a state would 
be under a strict obligation to verify- with hard evidence (not just a statute) - that the item was stolen. Where items are stolen, inter
venlng ownership should not nullify a third party claim (the last owner can go "up the chain" of possession to recoup his or her 
money). Without solid evidence - not just an eminent domain statute - efforts to recover items should fail. A state should not be 
allowed - after two hundred years of public lethargy and silence - to confiscate items of which it has been fully and continually aware 
and cognizant. (4.) Stated another way, items that have been openly bought, sold, traded and published in articles should be immune 
from confiscation if no theft or misappropriation has been alleged and proven. (5.) Collectors should be sensitive to a state's desire 
to fill in the blanks of history. Ii copies of documents are requested, they should be provided. (6.) lo real estate, there are actions to 
"quiet title" on property where there are competing interests. States should be encouraged to promptly advertise alleged thefts and 
document the materials allegedly taken. Given the potential for abuse (which has been apparent of late) a "window" of opportunity 
to do this should be considered. Without some common sense and restraint in this area, everyone is going to be a loser. (7.) Perhaps 
if there are real or imagined questions of ownership, a blue ribbon panel of archivists, dealers and collectors can work together to 
mediate the potentially explosive - and divisive - situation. 

The objective of states and the collecting community should be to work together in the use, preservation and collecting of history in its 
written form. Cooperation and common sense are desirable and will insure that America's manuscript history will remain available for new 
generations of researchers, archivists and collectors. Otherwise, we will find ourselves shooting American history squarely in the foot. '(v"°' 

Recent News on Documents Being Seized 

N ormally, the details of Individual replevln cases have not 
been considered particularly newsworthy. However, with 
the rise in prices for historic documents and the fanfare 
associated with the sale of the Dunlop copy of the 

Declaration of Independence to a consortium headed by 
Norman Lear for $8 million, that situation has changed. 
Associated with this evolution has been a concomitant rise in 
lawsuits to determine ownership. 

One of these newsworthy cases Involved a copy of the Bill 
of Rights purchased by antique dealer Wayne Pratt of 
Woodbury, CT (a former consultant and appraiser on PBS' 
"Antiques Roadshow.") When these amendments to the 
Constitution had been proposed and the ratUication process 
initiated, copies were printed by the Federal government and 
sent to each of the individual states. The North Carolina copy 
was ~liberated" by a Union soldier during the Civil War. Pratt 
purchased the document In "good faith" for a substantial sum 
and consigned it to an auction. The sale was halted by court 
order when the Attorney General of North Carolina started an 
action of replevln. Although Pratt vowed to fight the action In 
court, he eventually settled, without admitting any wrong
doing, and the state regained possession. Whether he recouped 
any of his Investment was not disclosed, but the notoriety ass~ 
elated with the lawsuit did little to enhance his reputation and 
may have been a (actor in the decision to settle. 

A similar Imbroglio occurred last August when the sale of 
400 Civil War-era documents was halted in South Carolina. The 
collecUon contained three Robert E. Lee ALSs to Governor 
Pickens, a long-hand eyewitness account of the Battle of 
Manassas, twenty-six ALSs of General Beauregard and numer-

ous other CSA documents from South Carolinians. The collec
tion was appraised at $2.4 million which no doubt was a factor 
in the decision of the state to start an action of replevln. 
According to auctioneer BIii Mishoe of Columbia, SC, this was 
the first time the state had made any such claim (perhaps 
emboldened by the success of their sister state in the afore
mentioned case). South Carolina Attorney General Henry 
McMaster stated "We don't believe there Is a statute of limita
tions on something involving title. Common law says docu
ments generated by government or to the government are offi
cial state documents." The state filed suit in spite of the fact 
that they were allowed to make copies of all the documents 
prior to the scheduled sale-inferring mercenary motives. 

Halting the sale caused great inconvenience to collectors 
who traveled to the auction site or planned to do so, as well as 
the consignor (who had flied bankruptcy and listed the collec
tion as part of his assets). Mishoe exclaimed "Collectors are 
going absolutely crazy here. They are asking the question 
'What does this mean if I collect Civil War uniforms, rines, 
swords or whatever?'" The consignor's attorney replied "ln the 
case of uniforms and weapons, the state would have a far 
greater claim to them than they would these documents ... 
because [they] were all military issue that were never 
returned. [The state] can go after them if anyone wants to 
claim them." 

Whether this difficult situation escalates "ad absurdurn" 
remains to be seen. The ambiguity of It all must have a chilling 
affect. Anyone contemplating a purchase must consider the 
possibility of winding up in court to defend his right to owner
ship, as well as the decided likelihood of recovering his money. 
And, if recent news articles are accurate, the issue may expand 
to anything of value Issued by a government entity or corpora
tion which failed to be returned to its rightful owner, even if 
that owner did not press for its return in a timely manner. 

JO-----------------------
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"Old Buck," cont. 

with the most distinguished resume in national and foreign affairs 
since John Quincy Adams. 

He was born in 1791 in the western Pennsylvania village of 
Cove Gap that then stood on the frontier of western expansion. His 
father (also named James Buchanan) was a Scots-Irish Presbyterian 
who had emigrated from Ulster in 1783. He purchased a general 
store in Cove Gap where he married Buchanan's mother, Elizabeth 
Speer. in 1788. James Buchanan senior soon became a prosperous 
merchant largely by selling supplies to pioneers moving west. In 
1794, he moved his family, now consisting of five daughters and 
young James, to a home in Mercersburg that better suited the fam
ily's more prosperous circumstances. F'rom I 795 to 1805, young 
James Buchanan attended the "Old Stone Academy" at 
Mercersburg (a school that was a predecessor to Mercersburg 
Academy) where he received a classical education. 

In 1807. James Buchanan entered Dickinson College in Carlisle. 
Although he excelled in his coursework, he also came to enjoy 
drinking with friends, smoking cigars (against college regulations) 
and, in his own words, "engaged in every sort of extravagance and 
mischief." Despite his good grades, his «extravagance and mis
chief" got him expelled from Dickinson in 1809. He was readmitted 
only after he pledged to the President of the Board of Trustees that 
he would henceforth "behave better at college." He subsequently 
graduated from Dickinson with honors in 1809. 

Being an ambitious and intelligent young man, Buchanan decid
ed to embark on the study of law. Lancaster was the state capital at 
that time, and was thus a good location for a budding lawyer with 
political aspirations. Buchanan studied law under James Hopkins, a 

leader of the Lancaster bar with a statewide rep-
utation, and was admitted to the Bar in 

November 1812. He opened bis first law 
office in Lancaster in 1813. During the 
War of 1812, he took a break from prac
ticing law to briefly serve with a 
Lancaster militia unit at the time of the 
attempted British invasion of 
Baltimore. He returned to Lancaster, 
and was elected to the state House of 
Representatives as a Federalist. 

In 1817, he returned to Lancaster to 
dedicate himself to his law practice and. 
perhaps, to "settle down." In July 1819, 

he became engaged Lo Ann Caroline 
Coleman, the beautiful daughter of Robert 
Coleman, a wealthy ironmaster. 

French-made change purse Contemporary accounts indicate that per
with hand-colored engraving haps Mr. Coleman did not feel that young 

of Buchanan under glass, James Buchanan's prospects were good 
mounted on a pebbled, green enough to warrant his marriage to Ann, 
moroccan leather panel. The and thus did not look with favor upon 
interior is dyed a bright red. their proposed union. It has also been 
(Another example eXists with rumored that Buchanan was too distract-
embossed, natural leather ed by the pressures of his growing law 

panels.) Likely manufactured practice to devote sufficient attention to 
during Buchanan's presidency. Ann. For whatever reason, Ann broke up 

with James in December 1819. Only days 
later, she visited her sister In Philade.lphia where she was suddenJy 
stricken with convulsions and died while under a doctor's care. 
Although she possibly died either from an undiagnosed condition 

continued, next page 
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or even from an accidental drug over- Russia in 1831. Buchanan was a highly Although serious interest was 
dose, rumors of suicide have persisted. successful ambassador, and was well expressed both by and for Buchanan as a 
Buchanan was devastated regarded by both the Russian presidential candidate in 1852, the nomi-
by the loss, and vowed l!~~~~~~~~li Foreign Minister and Tsar nation went instead to Franklin Pierce. 
never to marry. He thus Nicholas I. He succeeded in Being a good Democratic Party man, 
became America's only negotiating an important com- Buchanan shrugged off any disappoint-
bachelor President. mercial treaty with Russia, the ment that he may have felt by campaign-

To assuage his grief first trade agreement between ing for Pierce. He was rewarded with the 
from Ann's loss, Buchanan Russia and the United States. prize diplomatic appointment as 
abandoned any notion of Before leaving St. Petersburg for American Minister to Great Britain. 
settling down and threw home, Buchanan reported that Buchanan served with distinction at this 
himself wholeheartedly into the tsar told him "to tell General post for three years. He was accompa-
politics. In 1820, he was Jackson to send him another nied by his orphaned niece and ward, 
elected to the U.S. House of Minister exactly like myself. He Harriet Lane, who served as the bachelor 
Representatives as a wished for no better .. ." Buchanan's hostess at the Court of Saint 
"Republican Federalist". He ~~~~~~~ In 1834, Buchanan was James and, later, In the White House. Mr. 
soon proved to be an able appointed to fill an un-expired Buchanan and Miss Lane became partic-
and well-prepared junior Grand National Democratic term for one of Pennsylvania's uJar favorites of Queen Victoria and 
member of Congress and Banner. Nathaniel Currier N.Y.. seats in the U.S. Senate. His star Prince Albert. 
was appointed to several 1856; Buchanan and continued to rise. In 1835, he Buchanan's three-year stay in 
different committees, Breckinridge, "One Counuy, One became a member of the Senate England also proved to be fortuitous for 
including his 1823 appoint- ConstiMion, One Destiny, Union." Judiciary Committee. In 1837, him politically. By removing him from the 
ment to the prestigious he was chosen to be Chairman bitter fighting over passage of the 
Judiciary Committee. In 1824, he was re- of the Senate Foreign Relations Kansas-Nebraska Act then taking place in 
elected to Congress for a third succes- Committee. In 1844, he campaigned hard Congress, he was able to remain "above 
sive term, this time as a "Federal- for the Democratic nominee, James K. the fray" and return home as a respected 
Republican". The Presidential election Polk. In 1845, President Polk appointed elder-statesman rather than as a battle-
that year resulted in an electoral dead- him Secretary of State. In 1846, he sue- scarred partisan of the bitter battle over 
lock that had to be decided in the House cessfulJy negotiated the Oregon slavery in the territories. He was thus in an 
of Representatives. The candidates were Boundary Treaty with Great Britain. In ideal position to receive the Democratic 
William Crawford, Andrew Jackson, John 1848, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo presidential nomination of 1856. 
Quincy Adams and Henry Clay. In order was signed under his tenure thereby end- Buchanan ran as a moderate with a 
to enlist the support of the Clay faction ing the Mexican War and ceding New base of support in both the North and the 
for Jackson, Buchanan found himself in Mexico and California to the United South. He campaigned from Wheatland 
the critical role of a "go-between" States. under the banner of "End Sectionalism", 
between the two candidates. Buchanan After failing to receive the with the goal of resolving the increasing-
called upon General Jackson to deter- Democratic presidential nom- ~--------~ ly bitter battle over the 
mine whether he had definite plans to ination in 1848, the fifty-seven spread of slavery in the terri-
appoint Adams as Secretary of State if he year old Buchanan decided tories by means of concilia-
were elected President. Henry Clay, who to retire from public service tion and compromise. 
favored programs similar to those of at the conclusion of his Buchanan's view of slavery 
Adams, wanted this assurance before tenure as Polk's Secretary of was, itself, something of a 
agreeing to throw his support to Jackson. State. He purchased compromise. He personally 
Jackson refused to reveal his intentions Wheatland. a brick Federal- believed that slavery was an 
to Buchanan. Clay thereafter threw his style mansion situated on 22 evil institution. In 1836, he 
support to Adams, who was elected pres- acres just outside of made a motion that resulted 
ident. Although the ambitious Buchanan Lancaster. Pennsylvania to in the defeat of John C. 
was pleased to find himself in the role of serve as his retirement home. Calhoun's ~Gag Rule" that 
a "fixer" at the center of national politics, Buchanan loved this haven Chief Justice Roger B. Taney was intended to suppress 
Jackson was suspicious of Buchanan for from the cares of public life. administering the Presidential abolitionist petitions in the 
a long time thereafter for his involvement He was pleased to assume the Oath to James Buchanan, U.S. Senate. In 1838, he pre-
in what later was unfavorably referred to role of an elder statesman in March 4, 1857. From Frank sented a petition in the Senate 
as the "bargain and exchange" incident. retirement, and soon was Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, for the abolition of slavery in 

Despite Andrew Jackson's suspi- bestowed with the title, "the March 14, 1857. the District of Columbia. He 
cions of him, Buchanan played a key role sage of Wheatland". Little did 
in delivering Pennsylvania to him in the he realize that true retirement would 
1828 presidential election. He was elude him for another 13 years. He found 
rewarded for his services by being it impossible to avoid the lure of national 
appointed as American Minister to politics. 
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once quietly purchased some 
slaves from a southern relative in order 
to give them their freedom. However, he 
was also a firm believer in the U.S. 
Constitution and the rule of law. Since 
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slavery had been effectively enshrined in 
the Constitution and in Federal law 
through the Fugitive Slave Act, he firmly 
believed he had the affirmative duty to 
uphold this law, regardless of his person
al beliefs. For James Buchanan, slavery 
tended to be a primarily constitutional 
and legal issue rather than a moral one. 

Buchanan also had a rather unfortu
nate tendency to blame abolitionists for 
stirring up regional divisions over slav
ery while effectively absolving southern
ers for the moral responsibility of owning 
other human beings. He held the rather 
naively optimistic belief that, absent the 
agitation of the abolitionists, slavery 
would not spread beyond the cotton 
states (where it was not climatically suit
able) and that it would gradually and 
peaceably be abolished by the southern 
states much as it had been gradually 
abolished in Buchanan's home state of 
Pennsylvania in the late 18th century. 
Although his denouncements of aboli
tionism are certainly jarring to modern 
sensibilities, it must be admitted that 
Buchanan was probably correct in con
cluding that the incendiary rhetoric of 
many abolitionists and their tendency to 
raise the specter of slave uprisings did 
have a polarizing effect that made a 
peaceful solution to the growing crisis 
increasingly less likely. 

Buchanan was elected president in 
1856, defeating John C. Fremont , the first 
Republican candidate for president, and 
former President Millard Fillmore who 
ran as a Know-Nothing. It is difficult to 
conceive of a worse time to have been 
elected president. Under the doctrine of 
popular sovereignty that was the corner
stone of the Compromise of 1850, de 
facto civil war known as "bleeding 
Kansas" had already broken out between 
slavery and fre~soil forces. Bitter divi
siveness over the issue of lhe e>.l)ansion 
of slavery into the territories had grown 
so strong that members of Congress had 
begun carrying concealed weapons to 
protect themselves against one another. 
In May of 1856, Congressman Preston 
Brooks of South Carolina physically 
assaulted Charles Sumner on the floor of 
the House, beating him with a cane. A few 
days later, John Brown led a raid in 
Pottawatomie Creek in Kansas that 
resulted in the ax murders of several 
southerners. Even southern moderates 
were enraged by the many northern abo-

litionists who embraced Brown as a hero. 
Buchanan had the misfortune to be 

elected with the mission of resolving sec-

Front facade of Wheatland, James Buchanan's home 
in Lancaster, PA, as ft looks today. After becoming the 
Democratic presidential candidate, Buchanan gave a 
short speech to well-wishers from the front steps. 

tionalism over slavery by means of rea
son and compromise at a time when both 
sides in the increasingly violent dispute 
were growing ever less receptive to 
either reason or compromise. In his inau
gural address, Buchanan made a refer
ence to an impending ruling to be made 
by the Supreme Court that would, the 
lawyerly president presumed, once and 
forever resolve the national debate over 
the issue of slavery in the territories thus 
putting an end to sectional differences on 
the question and allowing a unified 
nation to move forward. The ruling 
turned out to be the infamous Dred Scott 
Decision. Although some historians 
maintain that Buchanan actively inter
fered with the Court's decision by urging 
certain key justices to rule that slaves 
were property and that Congress thus 
had no authority to interfere with prop
erty rights by banning slavery in the ter
ritories, Buchanan's primary desire was 
to simply have the Court dispose of this 
thorny problem one way or the other. As 
a staunch believer in the rule of law. it 
seems never to have occurred to him 
that many Americans in the North would 
simply refuse to accept the validity of the 
Court's decision on moral grounds. 

The remainder of Buchanan's term in 
office was overwhelmed by the gathering 
storm clouds of civil war. He experienced 
particular difficulty with the furor over 
whether Kansas would be admitted to 
the Union as a slave or free state. 
Buchanan believed that the pro-slavery 
government at Lecompton was legitimate 
while the anti-slavery government estab-

Ii.shed at Topeka was illegal. In his efforts 
to establish discipline within the 
Democratic Party on this issue, he per
haps overplayed his hand. He helped to 
cause the split in the party with Stephen 
Douglas that is often credited with assur
ing the election of Abraham Lincoln in 
1860. 

lo the period between Lincoln's elec
tion on November 6, 1860 until his inau
guration on March 4, 1861, Buchanan 
faced the greatest challenge of his career 
in the secession crisis. As Buchanan 
struggled in vain to find a compromise 
solution that would avoid either dissolu
tion of the Union or civil war, he sought, 
through back-channel intermedJaries, to 
enlist Lincoln's support. Buchanan par
ticularly hoped to gain Lincoln's endors~ 
ment for a national constitutional con
vention to avert war. Perhaps because he 
surmised that he had little to gain and a 
great deal to Jose by involving himseli in 
what was stilJ Buchanan's crisis, Lincoln 
was content to remain i.n Springfield 
while maintainlng an official silence until 
his inauguration. 

With regard to fort Sumter, although 
Buchanan has typically been portrayed 
as a passive bungler while Lincoln has 
been presented as a decisive man of 
action, Lincoln's policy on the fort was 
essentially a continuation of Buchanan's. 
Both men agreed that surrendering the 
fort to South Carolina was not an option, 
that the fort should be r~supplied and 
reinforced to ensure the survival of Major 
Anderson's garrison. But they also 
agreed that no overtly hostlle action 
should be taken against any of the seced
ing states based upon a declaration of 
secession alone which they treated as a 
de facto nullity. Perhaps most significant
ly, both Buchanan and Lincoln under
stood the importance of not firing the 
first shot. 

On February 24. 1861, President
elect Lincoln called upon President 
Buchanan at the White House. Although 
little information exists about this pri
vate meeting, it was apparently cordial. 
Undoubtedly, Buchanan updated Lincoln 
on the ongoing crisis over Fort Sumter 
and the status of increasingly desperate 
negotiations to avert civil war. lt also 
seems certain that they discussed 
Lincoln's imminent inauguration. 
Learning of various plots against 
Lincoln's life by various secessionist ele-
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Harper's depiction of the outgoing and new execu
tives riding to the capitol for the inauguration. 

ments, Buchanan supported General 
Winfield Scott in calling for extra Federal 
troops into the capital to guard against 
assassination. Riflemen were placed on 
the rooftops of houses along Pennsylvania 
Avenue while regular cavalry patrolled the 
streets. A battalion of District of Columbia 
volunteers guarded the Capitol steps 

while riflemen were posted in every win
dow of its wings. No previous inaugural 
had seen such tight security. 

On the morning of inauguration day, 
March 4, 1861, President Buchanan 
ordered his carriage and rode to pick up 
Lincoln at the Willard Hotel and ride with 
him to the Capitol. Regular troops from 
West Point marched in front of their car
riage while District of Columbia volun
teer infantry followed behind it and dou
ble files of cavalry flanked both sides. 
Buchanan was reported as appearing 
"pale and wearied; yet his face beamed 
with radiance, for he felt relieved from 
the crushing care and anxiety he had 
borne for four years." 

Arriving at the Capitol, Lincoln and 
Buchanan actually entered the Senate 
Chamber "arm in arm". After seeing Vice
President Hannibal Hamlin sworn in, they 
moved to the East Portico where Lincoln 
took the oath of office administered by 
Chief Justice Roger B. Taney. Shortly 
thereafter, Buchanan turned to the new 
president and said, "My dear sir, if you 
are as happy in entering the White House 
as I shall feel on returning to Wheatland, 
you are a happy man indeed." With his 
customary courtesy, Lincoln replied, "Mr. 
President, J cannot say that I shall enter it 

Abe and Ten-Cent Jimmy arriving at the Capitol, 
entering the Senate Chamber "arm in arm". 

with much pleasure, but I assure you that 
I shall do what I can to maintain the high 
standards set by my illustrious predeces
sors who have occupied it." Buchanan 
then rode with Lincoln back to the White 
House where he soon departed for his 
eagerly awaited retirement at Wheatland. 
Thus ended the final encounter between 
James Buchanan and Abraham Lincoln. 

Buchanan supported Lincoln's poli
cies throughout the Civil War. Since the 
South had, in fact, fired the first shot of 
the war, Buchanan agreed that it was 
necessary to see the war through to total 
victory. Neither man ever publicly spoke 
ill of the other. Although their political 
views were drastically different, perhaps 
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they shared a certain affini-
ty that rose from their com- I 
mon experience in bearing 11 

the crushing burden that 
came from serving in our 
nation's highest office dur
ing its darkest hours. After I 
Lincoln's assassination, 
Buchanan wrote to a 
friend: "I feel the assassina-

had been effectively 
enshrined in federal law 
from the earliest days of 
the Republic. 

Both Buchanan and 
Lincoln also fervently 

, I believed that the Founding 
Fathers intended that the 
Union was perpetual, and 
that it must therefore be 

lion .. to be a terrible mis-I preserved. Buchanan 
fortune ... my intercourse sought to do so by com-
with our deceased promise and conciliation, 
President, both on his visit and failed. Lincoln sought 
to me ... and on the day of to do so by armed lorce 
hls first inauguration, con-

1 

and succeeded, but at a 
vinced me that he was a terrible cost. Buchanan 
man of a kindly and benev- I ~=--=== ---=,,,.--==-c=-- was, by nature, a lawyer 
olent heart and of plain. and a diplomat. 
sincere and frank manners. Harriet Lane. niece of our only Compromise was in his 
I have not since changed bachelor President She served as bones. Lincoln, by con
my opinion of his charac- Hostess (unofficial First Lady) during trast, was a visionary of 
ter. Indeed, I fell for him Buchanan's administration. Carte-de-deeply held convictions 
much personal regard.- vIs1te photograph by M. Brady. who was unwilling to com-

Buchanan and Lincoln promise on the issue of 
certainly had strikingly different political slavery. Buchanan's election lo the 
views, particularly with regard lo the crit- Presidency in 1856 represented antebel-
ical issue of the spread of slavery in lum America's last. desperate hope for a 
American territo- r-'.;-:::ia'.7:::-::-::-""T'::Jrr-= ~"C11.--, peaceful, compro-
ries and states lac- mise solution to 
Ing admission Lo the problem of 
the Union. slavery. Lincoln's 
Buchanan support- election in 1860 
eel the Democratic marked the death 
position or popular of this hope. 
sovereignty under While Lincoln 
the Compromise of has been rlghtful-
1850 whereby It ly admired for his 
would essentially u n equiv o ca I 
be left up to indi- _:':'\".1:1·.- moral leadership 
vidual states ....,....__ i;:ii.,...11:!::l!S..~..:..:~;..;..;;;.i in his opposition 
whether they to slavery and for 
would be slave or James Buchanan's tomb at Woodward HIii Cemetery; his determination 
free. Lincoln was tombstone attributed to Charles M. Howell, Lancaster, to preserve the 
opposed Lo the PA. The motifs of oak leaves and acorns form a decora-Union at all costs, 
spread of slavery live frieze around the upper portion of the tomb and Is it fair for histori-
beyond the tradi- symbohze sturdiness and strength ans to condemn 
tional slave states. James Buchanan 
While both men believed that slavery in the harshest possible terms for strug-
was morally wrong, Buchanan gling and falling to find a compromise 
approached slavery primarily as a consti- solution that would have prevented the 
tutional and political issue upon which bloodiest war in American history? 
his personal views had little bearing. Perhaps it is time for historians to admit 
Lincoln, however, did not hesitate to that a President's ~greatness~ is deter-
directly address slavery's moral as well mined as much by the circumstances 
as political implications. Nevertheless, it with which he is confronted in office as it 
is worth remembering that, unlike many is by any of his innate, personal charac-
radical abolitionists, both men lully teristics. James Buchanan was a politi-
accepted that slavery In the cotton states clan and a diplomat of the first rank who 

had a long and distinguished career of 
service to his country. Had he served as 
president w1der less trying circum
stances, it is likely that he would have 
been remembered as an effective presi
dent if not a great one. In evaluating his 
presidency, conceding his errors, it seems 
fair lo ask if anyone, including Abraham 
Lincoln, could have worked out a viable, 
long-term compromise solution to the 
issue of slavery during the years between 
1857 and 1861. Perhaps the great tragedy 
of James Buchanan is that he was elevat
ed to the presidency for the purpose of 
guiding the nation to a compromise solu
tion to the issue of slavery when the time 
for compromise had already passed. In 
light of this insurmountable dilemma, he 
deserves at least a measure of sympathy 
rather than the unqualified condemnation 
of history. .,.._ 

(Samuel Slaymaker is Executive Director of 
Wheatland, James Buchanan's home in 
Lancaster, PA. Operated under the stewardship 
of The James Buchanan Foundation for the 
Preservation of Wheatland, the not-for-profit 
organization, founded in 1936, serves as a his· 
toric site with numerous education and commu
nity programs. Tours of the magnificent mansion 
and lovely grounds can be scheduled. To learn 
more, visit their website at: www.wheatland.org] 
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LETTERS 
}~EDITOR 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

Many thanks for devoting so much space in the 
Winter/Spring 2004 issue to Donald Ackerman's thoughtful 
review of my new book, Lincoln at Cooper Union: The Speech That 
Made Abraham Lincoln President. I am grateful for both the gen
erous praise and interesting disagreements. 

I did want to respond briefly to the two "errors" that Mr. 
Ackerman reported. First, I stand by my comment that Lincoln's 
name did not appear on "the ballots" in ten southern states in 
the election of 1860. I used the plural-never suggesting, I think, 
that there was one uniform ballot from which the Illinois 
Republican was omitted. 

Mr. Ackerman was absolutely right, however, that Currier & 
Ives was located on Nassau Street, but Fulton Street, and as 
someone who was a Lincoln collector before becoming a histori
an, I would have been mortified had lhat error actually appeared 
in the book. Happily, the mistake was discovered before we went 
to print, and the final volume gets it right. Mr. Ackerman was no 
doubt writing Crom an advance, uncorrected bound galley. This 
is one miscue I am very happy we corrected in time. 

I was also glad that The Rail Splitter devoted additional 
space to a full report about Charles McSorley's original Cooper 
Union Address ticket-which Mr. Mc.Sorley was generous enough 
to make available to me for its first-ever book publication in 
Lincoln at Cooper Union. Special thanks go to publisher Jonathan 
Mann, for bringing it to my attenUon in the first place, and 
putting me in touch with Charlie. 

By the time this letter is published. we'll have celebrated the 
book's publication with a performance of the Cooper Union 
Address - on the hallowed site itself - by my friend Sam 
Waterson. It will hopefully air many times on C-SPAN II over the 
months to come, reminding 2004 voters of the research, depth, 
and old-fashioned lung power that presidential aspirants 
brought to their campaigns a century and a half ago. In the end, 
Lincoln's words are what mattered then and now; powerful, per
suasive, peerless. Congratulations again for your endlessly fasci
nating and lively publication. I find myself devouring every word, 
and wishing I owned every image. 

Harold Holzer 
Rye, NY 

Eili!Qr: Your gracious comments are most gratifying. The study 
of history is a collaborative effort to which many parties can 
make useful contributions, be they scholars, Journalists, collec
tors or, as in the case of Sam Waterson, actors. We have seen 
your appearances on television and caught Waterson's wonder
ful performance at Cooper Union. It is unfortunate that we can 
only approximate a re-creation of Lincoln's speech and that the 
sound, phrasing, dramatic and emotional impact can only be 

imagined. Another program recently played a I 930s recording of 
the Gettysburg Address, given by a man in his 80s who had wit
nessed the actual event as a boy of fourteen, sitting on or near the 
platform from which Lincoln spoke. It may have been a shadow of 
the original, but one could not help but feel that the high-pitched 
voice and mid-Western accent of the octogenarian was as close to 
hearing Lincoln's actual voice as will ever be possible. 

+ 
Dear Rail Splitter, 

I recall reading in your last issue that you were working on 
an article on Volk. Here is a photo from my collection that you 
can use. It is interesting, but I have seen one other slightly dif
ferent pose taken at the same time as this photo. 

The photo is 4 x 5 3/4 inches on a larger mount. It shows the 
artist in his studio working on the bust of Lincoln. Another bust 
of Douglas is behind him and there is a sculptured hand, proba
bly Lincoln's. on the floor. The illustrations on the wall are of the 
Douglas tomb (il i recalJ correctly, Volk was the designer) and 
another sculpture. I believe 
that the photo was taken in 
1868 by Stephen Carent. 

Stuart Schneider 
Teaneck. NJ 

fu!itQr: Thanks, Stuart! This 
photo was part of a series 
that was used in a book 
tilled Biographical Sketches 
of the Leading Men of 
Chicago, photographed by J. 
Carbott. Volk appears in your 
photo to be working on a 
marble bust of Lincoln, using 
a chisel and mallet. The date 
of 1868 Is interesting, as it:===:~==:=::;;:==~==:::==; 
indicates Volk was cranking 
these out well past the elec
tion of 1860 (special orders, 
anyway!) We did run a story 
on Volk by Stephen Coon in 
our last issue, but are con
templating another interpre
tation somewhere down the 
line. We have been told that 
The Magazine Antiques pub
lished a ''definitive" article 
on Volk around 1960 and 
would love lo get our hands 
on a copy for our research. II 
any of our readers can pro
vide a copy, we'd really 
appreciate it! 

+ 
Isaac Arnold posed with the same Volk 

bust, one of the Leading Men of Chieago. 
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Greetings from the Pacific Northwest -

My wife and I have in our possession a wooden rolling pin 
purportedly made by Abraham Lincoln. The rolling pin was pur
chased by my wife in an antique shop in Idaho approximately 16 
years ago. The part-time antique dealer from which she pur
chased it had acquired it from a sealed box during an auction 
in California. The auction was held at a storage unit where the 
deceased renters had kept many antiques. The owners of the 
storage unit had been unable to make contact with any remain
ing family members - thus the auction. The part-time antique 
dealer sold the rolling pin to my wife "as it had been found in the 
box". The rolling pin has been 'whittled' from a solid piece of 

wood consistent with other rolling pins made in the early 1800s. 
Attached is a handwritten note on a portion of envelope that 
reads 'This Rolling Pin was made by Abraham Lincoln. rather 
gave to my grandmother in 1836." 

We have spoken with representatives from the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum in Springfield, IL and the 
Abraham Lincoln Library & Museum in Harrogate, TN regarding 
how we might proceed with authenticating the rolling pin. Both 
felt it was reasonable lo assume this might be authentic as Mr. 
Lincoln was certainly known to carve many similar items and 
various families associated with Mr. Lincoln did relocate to 
California. We are currently attempting to find out what town in 
California the rolling pin came from, the storage unit owners and. 
if possible, the name of the deceased couple who rented the 
storage unit. 

Any help or recommendations you might have to help us 
authenticate this rolling pin would be much appreciated. Our 
email address is: doverpoint@comcast.net. 

Thank you. 
Brad & Susan Payne 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

I enjoyed the interview with Chris Coover. But on page 9, I 
take issue with the translation of the Lincoln letter to Major 
Ramsey. It should read: "Wanting to work is so rare a want..." 
That is typical Lincoln alliteration, and besides there are not 
enough letters to make it "merit" nor is there a dot for an "i". 
Lincoln and capital letters is sometimes confusing. He merely 
wrote a small capital "w". Anyway, I make this comment from 
many years of experience reading Lincoln's hand. It has been my 
field since 1949, and today r have custody of Lincoln's House 
Bills from the Illinois General Assembly-four terms' worth plus 
his letters to the governors and a few as President. But I know 
that my name is not a household word in the Lincoln field. 

On page 28, I would like to try to answer the questions about 

T. D. Jones, the noted sculptor. I thought that I had answered all 
those questions with my articles, but I guess they have not been 
found easily. So, I enclose copies of my work on Jones. I even 
think that I can tell about how many copies he made of his great 
bust of Lincoln, made not as President, but as President-elect in 
Springfield, 1860-61. Anyhow, 1 enclose the material for your 
great publication which I truly enjoy reading. 1 wish that I had 
seen the letter from Lincoln about the Congressman from Illinois 
being in Massachusetts in 1848. That is a wonderful find. 

Wayne C. Temple 
Chief Deputy Director 
Illinois State Archives 

.Ew1Qr: Thanks. Dr. Temple. Your comments make a lot of sense 
and, knowing the source, we heartily agree and are glad to set 
the record straight! We will 
add the reference material you 
provided to our growing 
library. In looking it over, we 
concluded Lhat only two 
copies of the Jones bust were 
produced in 1861. One was 
ordered by Lincoln's dentist, 
Dr. Amos Wlllard French. The 
other was sent to the White 
House, courtesy of the artist, 
where it was displayed in the 
Red Room. Efforts to buy one 
for the Illinois State Capitol 
failed when State Treasurer 
William Butler objected: 
"Suppose Mr. Lincoln should 
disgrace himself, what would 
we do with his bustr (guess he voted for Douglas!). After 1865, 
Jones produced an additional 48 copies from the original mold 
(the original plaster bust having been destroyed in the process 
used to make the mold). Jones o[fered to produce busts in mar
ble or bronze. The State Capitol at Columbus, Ohio has one of 
the marble examples and we have reported on the existence of a 
bronze example, offered by dealer Gary Hendershott. Although 
your articles make no reference to modern copies, they do exist. 
The modern copies are unmarked and of smaller stature than the 
original busts, which are 32" in height and inscribed with the 
artist's name and date. For those interested in more information 
about Jones, we suggest: 

1. Temple, Wayne C. "Abraham Lincoln and Others at the St. 
Nicholas." St. Nicholas Corporation, Springfield, IL, 1968, 48pp. 

2. ibid., "Lincoln as Seen by T. D. Jones." in Illinois Libraries, 
Vol. 58 Number 6, June 1976, pps. 447-456. 

3. ibid., "St. Nicholas Hotel Dedicates Its Jones Bust of 
Lincoln: How Many Others Did He Make?" in Lincoln Herald, Vol. 
72 No. 2, Summer 1970, pps. 47-50. 

4. Powell, Paul. "St. Nicholas Hotel Secures Jones' Bust of 
Lincoln" in Lincoln Herald, Vol. 72 No. 2, Summer I 970, pps. 43-46. 

continued, next page 
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Gentlemen: 

A few observations and comments 
on Michael Schulman's excellent article 
on Lincoln Indian Peace medals in the 
latest Rail Splitter. 

First, I was the buyer of the proof 
un-pierced 76 mm. Lincoln silver 1PM in 
the 1999 Zabriskie NYC sale. 

Second, when I visited the vaults of the 
Smithsonian's numismatic division on 
Dec. 28, 1999 I spotted a thin long metal 
drawer marked Lincoln Medals. I pulled 
open the drawer and was transfixed. 
Assembled flat, exposed "raw" in the 
thin drawer were four 76 mm. "proof" 
pierced (no rings though) Lincoln !PM's, 
never presented and , alongside them, 2 
slightly "circulated" Ex Fine 76 mm. silver, 
pierced w/rings, Lincoln lPM's. The SI literally had more original 
silvers than bronzes! 

Third, John J. Ford, Jr.'s collection (in the process of being 
auctioned by Stack's of NYC) has an un-pierced 76 mm. silver 
Lincoln 1PM in About Uncirculated , ex-Sotheby NYC auction mid 
-1960s. I had been his immediate underbidder on this medal 
decades ago. 

Fourth, no mention was made in the Rail Splitter article 
about a most important aspect of discerning silver-plated 20th 
century re-strikes from pre-1900 medals which are far more 
desirable. 20th century Mint medal re-strikes have a ''matte" or 
minutely sandblasted ''pebbly" finish to the medal surfaces 
whereas earlier medals have either a reflective or a smooth 
"hard" finish. The forgers are attempting to polish or bult out this 
tell-tale matte finish so the medals appear pre-1900. But they are 
universally unsuccessful as you cannot eliminate the matte fin
ish in the interstices of the legend's letters. A Sx glass can quick
ly discern the remnants of the sandblast linish. 

Lastly, I personally examined the large chest o[ silver 
Lincoln medals in the Superior Galleries Sale pictured and 
referred to on page 40 of the current Rail Splitter. The chest was 
indeed old and its interior completely gutted & refurbished to 
accommodate the medals. The engraved silver plaque and the 
engraved inscriptions on all the medals were of modem origin. 
The medals themselves, save a single bronze, were all modern 
struck fantasies. The single old bronze was circa 1900 with matte 
finish. This was an expensive forgery production specifically 
meant to deceive and quite probably originated in England. The 
nearby competing Goldberg firm informed me the same day that 
they too had been offered on consignment a similar boxed con
coction of other non-Lincoln medals and refused them. 

Knowing the Superior firm and their lack of knowledge with 
respect to old American medals, I know Superior was "taken" 
and knew nothing about the spurious origin of this box of 
medals. It was an "innocent" offering. 

Alan V. Weinberg 
Woodland Hills, CA 

+ 
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To Whom it May Concern: 

My name is Betsy Mathison and I am presenting 
information I have gathered regarding a miniature 
portrait painting, complete with provenance, which 
may be ot the earliest likeness ever of 
Abraham Lincoln and which I believe merits 
evaluation by those in a position to do so. 

I am introducing this through a web
site developed by my son for this pur- m --· 
pose. As noted on this website, I have 
put this together for additional research 
and evaluation only. I have seen others I~• 
present portraits of what they believe to '~ , 
be Lincoln, and realize that this will be - ....:- ____ _ 

subject Lo intense scrutiny. By copying ___ -·---
this to some names of Lincoln scholars 
I've become familiar with, as well as those in the Lincoln com
munity who visit the Lincoln Online Corum, I welcome objective 
opinions. I do not look to debate or defend what I have discov
ered, but rather present this for evaluation. My research can be 
found at: www.lincolnminiature.com. 

With much appreciation for allowing me to use your fine 
forum as a portal to present my research, I am sincerely thankful. 

Betsy Mathlson 

",,,/ ,(. '/'"•'4 

,Y' ,,y,;//y . .,/ •• ,, /~{~r 

1'"'" /,.,I.,; .. ~,,.,. 

"/ 'Y'"f"//, 1 

Our friends at Early 
American History wanted to 

know if this card, con
signed for auction, could 
date to 1865. Stylistically 

we ruled it out... Just not of 
the period. Moreover, Mary 
Todd was too grief-stricken 
for any such social niceties. 

Rather, this dates to the 
death of Robert Todd Lincoln 
in 1926 - the "Mrs. Lincoln" 

in question being Mary 
Harlan, Robert's widow. 

Remarkably similar to cards 
we've seen from First 

Ladies McKinley, Harding, 
and even Jackie Kennedy, 

this Is the first we've 
encountered from the 

Lincoln family. 

Stephen Douglas died in 1861 -
early in the history of photography. 
Aside from a few CDVs. most pho
tos of the "Little Giant" are copied 
from a dozen or so hard Images 

(ambros, dags, etc.). This study, a 
large salt print, is now being 

"shopped around" with the owner 
wanting $5,000. To our knowledge, 

it is, until now. an unknown and 
unpublished portrait 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S 
YEAR IN DECATUR, 

ILLINOIS, 1830-1831: 
DEBUT OF THE RAIL SPLITTER 

Norman F. Boas 

B iographers of Abraham Lincoln have only briefly touched 
upon the year that he lived in Maco□ County, Illinois; rela
tively little Is recorded of his short stay here. Our interest 
was stimulated on this period of his life when we acquired 
an 1830 document signed by a number of Lincoln's new 

neighbors, kin, and friends. To spawn a more complete perspec
tive on Lincoln's life during this year, we have focused upon 
those individuals with whom he was associated, not only those 
enumerated in the 1830 document, but with 1830 census figures 
and the very scarce documents he signed while living there. To 
create a complete biography of ao individual it is often neces
sary to examine the relationships with those who knew or came 
in contact with him. 

Abraham Lincoln's family moved to Macon County, near 
Decatur, Illinois in 1830, an undeveloped and sparsely populated 
area of Jllinois. Born in Hardin County, Kentucky in 1809, this 
became Lincoln's fourth home. His first years had been spent on 
two farms near Hodgenville, Kentucky. At the age of seven, 
Thomas and Nancy Hanks Lincoln moved their family to Pigeon 
Creek, a small settlement in Spencer County in the southwestern 
corner of Indiana, a few miles distant from the Ohio River. It 
became a tragic period in the family's life. In 1818 Abraham's 
mother, Nancy, died of "milk sickness," a malady, often fatal, 
caused by drinking milk from cows that had eaten white snake
root. This weed grows in damp wooded areas in Kentucky and the 
Midwest. In periods of drought when grasses were sparse, cows 
would wander into the forests, eat the snakeroot and transmit its 
poison to those who chanced to drink their milk.I 

The following year, Abe Lincoln's father, Thomas, married 
Sarah Bush Johnston of Elizabethtown, Kentucky, a widow. He 
had known her as a youngster and during his courting days. With 
this marriage, Abe Lincoln now had three stepsiblings, John D., 
Sarah, and Matilda Johnston. In 1828 tragedy struck again. 
Abraham Lincoln's only surviving sibling, Sarah, who had mar
ried Aaron Grigsby I 1/2 years earlier, died in childbirth. 

John Hanks, first cousin of Abraham Lincoln's mother, Nancy 
Hanks Lincoln, frequently stayed with the Lincolns in Indiana 
The Hanks family, originally from Virginia, settled in Kentucky at 
some distance from Lincoln's birthplace. As a child in Kentucky, 
Lincoln never saw this branch of his family. It was only after the 
Lincolns moved to lndiana that contact was made, when John 
moved to Pigeon Creek, the first member of the Hanks family to 
visit them. He stayed with the Lincolns off and on for about five 
years, but in 1828 he moved to Decatur, Macon County, fllinois to 
join three of his siblings who had already settled there. 

John was the son of William and Elizabeth Hall Hanks, one of 
their eight children. William and Elizabeth, with four of their chil
dren, moved to Pigeon Creek in the mid to late 1820s. The other 

three children, Charles, William, Jr., and a daughter who married 
William Miller moved directly to Decatur, Illinois. After one or 
two years William Hanks and his remaining family also moved to 
Decatur, reuniting the entire family.2,3 

Toward the end of 1829 the Lincoln family was encouraged 
by .John Hanks to move to Decatur for several reasons. Hanks 
described the prairie lands as far superior and more productive 
than the farms carved out of the forests in southern Indiana. 
Most of the prairies of Indiana were in the north, whereas about 
two-thirds of Illinois was covered with prairie grass. The com
pact root systems of prairie grasses discouraged the gemlina
tion of trees. Once cleared, the Hlinois fields produced very high 
yields of com, rye, oats, Irish potatoes, timothy hay. and garden 
vegetables. There was an abundance of wild grass for livestock 
to eat, without the fear of them eating white snakeroot. Just prior 
to the decision to move to Illinois, Dennis Hanks lost lour milk 
cows and eleven calves from umilk sickness." Remaining at 
Pigeon Creek was no longer an option for him and his family.4 

Another compelling reason for Abe Lincoln to leave Indiana 
was that he was now twenty years old. He had reached majority, 
had the right to vote, and was free from any further obligations 
toward his father. 

In preparation for their journey to Illinois, on February 20, 
1830, Thomas Lincoln sold his 80-acre farm on Pigeon Creek to 
Charles Grigsby and on a trip to Elizabethtown, Kentucky, they 
sold a lot that Sarah Bush Lincoln had inherited. With these mod
est funds, they were prepared to purchase a new home site. 
Weeks had been spent building large ox wagons, selling some of 
their livestock and possessions, and preparing for the trans
portation of their remaining personal goods and furniture. The 
traveling party included a group of 13 individuaJs.4,5 

On March l, 1830, Thomas Lincoln and his family left Pigeon 
Creek and headed to Illinois. They left with "three wagons, two 
were drawn by two yoke of oxen each, and one by two teams of 
horses" as well as a "seven yoke team of steers." Abe Lincoln 
drove one of the wagons. lncluded in the party were: Thomas and 
Sarah Bush Johnston Lincoln, Thomas's son Abraham, Sarah's 
son John D. Johnston, daughter Sarah E. Hanks, son-in-law Dennis 
Hanks, daughter Matilda Hall, son-in-law Squire Levi Hall, and 
their son John. Also accompanying were the Dennis Hanks chil
dren, daughters Sarah Jane, Nancy M., Harriet, and son John. 5 

The total distance of tJ1eir journey was approximately 225 
miles. The route that was chosen is not precisely known. They 
left from what is now referred to as Gentryville, Spencer County 
and headed north to Vincennes. probably a 2-5 day trip covering 
about 75 miles. From there, they crossed the Wabash River by 
ferry to Lawrenceville, IL. The remaining route has not been 
defined, but probably followed an old Indian trail north along the 
Wabash. They eventually headed northwest on a line toward 
Decatur, crossing the Kaskaskia and Sangamon Rivers and arriv
ing at Decatur, Macon County, Illinois on March 14, 1830, after a 
fortnight on the road. That night they camped on the village 
square. At that time Decatur contained "less than a dozen log 
houses set in grove of oaks." Only a week earlier, Decatur had 
been granted a post office. Decatur was also seat of the County 
Commissioners' Court.5 

The original county of Macon was created in 1829, only one 
year before the arrival of the Lincoln party. Macon County was 
formed from a portion of Shelby County and encompasses 

continued, next page 
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approximately 540 square miles. It was named to honor 
Nathaniel Macon (1757-1837), a soldier in the American 
Revolution from North Carolina, and a member of Congress and 
the United States Senate for many years. The county lies in the 
center of [IJinois due east of Sangamon County. Its population 
center has probably always been in the Decatur (named after 
naval officer Stephen Decatur) area along the Sangamon River 
(Sangamo). Decatur lies about 35 miles east of Springfield. 7 

[The name "Sangamo" is derived from lhe Indian tenn, "Mouth of the River." 
According to Chris Patton. in 1721 Jesuit Pierre Fran~ois Charlevoix was pad· 
dling down the Illinois River when he arrived at the mouth of the Sangamon 
River. When he inquired as to what ii was, his Indian guide responded, speak
ing the Indian word for river mouth, "san-ge-nong." Charlevoix incorrectly 
assumed that he had "been given the Indian name for the River." He subse
quently recorded this name in French, "Saguimont" Patton's explanation of 
the derivation of the name "Sangamon" appears to supercede all previous 
explanations.6] 

At the time of the arrival of Abraham Lincoln and his extend
ed family io Decatur, the population of the entire county num
bered only 1122 individuals. Decatur was referred to as a 
"District" so probably was not incorporated as a town; the bal
ance of Lhe county consisted primarily or small farming settle
ments. As was typical then and with so much depending on 
water transportation, the Sangamon River undoubtedly attract
ed more settlers than points further removed from the river. The 
1830 Federal Census listed only 188 "heads of families" In the 
entire county, many of who lived in the Decatur region.7 

Upon arriving in Decatur, the Lincoln party promptly sought 
out John Hanks. A local resident directed them to the Hanks' 
home 4 miles from town. The following day, on March 15, 1830, 
according to Lincoln's autobiography of 1860, Hanks was helpful 
in selecting a farm site, 

don the North side of the Sangamon riuer, at the junction of 
the timber-land and prairie, about ten miles Westerly from Decatur. 
Here they built a log-cabin, into which they removed, and made suf. 
ficient of rails to fence ten acres of ground and broke the ground, 
and raised a crop of sow{n] com upon it the same year ... The sons
in-law, were temporarily settled at other places in the county ... -'3 

In anticipation of their arrival, John Hanks had already cut 
logs for their new home. It was here that Abe Lincoln, Dennis 
Hanks and Squire Levi Hall helped Thomas Lincoln build a log 
cabin - pictured here - as well as a 
smoke house and a barn. 

It took a great deal of work to 
settle in, not only in building a home 
but also in preparing the farmland. 
Fortunately springtime was in the 
offing, which would give them an 
opportunity to prepare the land. 
"Breaking" the prairie and splitting 
rails to contain their livestock con
sumed most of their time during the 
ensuing spring and summer. 

A word about prairies to set 
the perspective on the difficulties 
in converting these areas Into pro
ductive farms. Although about 150 
kinds or prairie grasses have been 
identified, rarely are more than ten 

varieties dominant in a given area. Four main types predominat
ed in IJJinois - switch grass, Indian grass, bluestem and little 
bluestem. Switch grass may have roots eleven feet deep. Big 
bluestem may grow to the height of nine feet with a root system 
up to seven feet deep.8 

[The word prairie in French means grasslands; its use in America appar
ently derives from the time that the French traveled throughout the Midwest 
during the 18th century.] 

Although prairie fires ocurred regularly during the early days 
of settlers, these played no significant role in breaking the 
prairies. The root systems were so tough that many a plow blade 
was broken In attempts to break the soil. Oxen were more pow
erful than horses so were often used instead for drawing the plow 
blades. It easy to understand how the hours, days and weeks 
were consumed by newly settled farmers. Although Abe Lincoln 
did some prairie-breaking, his father apparently did the bulk of 
this work for the family. Abe spent more of his time splitting rails 
for farm fencing. According to Charles Hanks, in the spring of 
1830 "Lincoln [Thomas] broke up fifteen acres of land. Abraham 
and myself split the rails; he [Thomas] owned four yoke of oxen; 
broke prairie In the summer; broke thirty acres for my brother; he 
broke prairie for others."3,51n July 1830. Abe Lincoln wrote, 

•The year I passed in Macon County I was with him {Charles 
Hanks] a good deal - mostly on his own place, where I helped him 
at breaking prairie, with a joint team of his and ours, which in tum, 
broke some on the new place we were improving. ,a 

By summertime, Abe had completed his chores for his 
lather and having reached his majority over a year earlier, he 
exercised his right to be independent.9 His strength was his pri
mary credential for obtaining jobs. Having no suit or 
"respectable clothes," or for that matter any other possessions, 
it is said that one of his first jobs was "to split four hundred rails 
for every yard of brown jeans dyed with white-walnut bark that 
would be necessary to make him a pair of trousers."5 

Perhaps the greatest legacy of Lincoln's axe-wielding in 
Macon County was the sobriquet, "The Rail-Splitter," generated 
by Richard J. Oglesby, at a Republican State Convention held in 
Decatur on May 9, 1860. Oglesby was a resident of Decatur, later 
governor of Illinois, and friend of Lincoln. Prior to the convention. 
with plans to surprise the delegates, Oglesby prevailed upon 
John Hank:. lo find some of the rails that he and Abe Lincoln had 

split 30 years earlier. 
Together they drove 
out to an old clearing 
and found a site with 
some residual fence 
rails. Hanks insisted 
that the rails had to 
be black walnut or 
honey locust or he 
wouldn't claim that 
they came from their 
original fence. With a 

Carles by J.L. Campbell of the Lincoln log cabin In pocketknife, Hanks 
Macon County taken In 1865, 35 years after it was built. chipped away on the 

Standing in front are Abe Lincoln's second cousins rails and confirmed 
John Hanks (with white whiskers) and Dennis Hanks. that "They are iden

tical to the ones we 
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made." They took two of the rails back to town and hid the rails 
until the time of the convention. With prior approval of some 
Republican members of the convention. it was arranged that John 
Hanks would carry the rails onto the floor of the convention. A ban
ner was attached to a board across the top of the rails that read: 

ABRAHAM UNCOLN 
The Rail Candidate 

For President in 1860. 
Two rails from a lot of 3000 made in 1830 by 

Lincoln "walked three miles and made a thousand rails for Major 
[William] Warnick."5 On another occasion in February 1831 
Lincoln, "while crossing the Sangamon River breaks through the 
ice and gets his feet wet." This was followed by a 2 mile hike lo 
the house of William Warnick where his wife treated Lincoln for 
frost-bitten feet by "rubbing them with grease ... "s 

The following individuals relating to the Lincoln, Hanks, and 
Johnston families are listed as heads of households in the 1830 cen
sus of Macon County: Squire Levi Hall (married Matilda Johnston), 
Charles, Dennis (married Sarah Johnston), James, John, William, 

John Hank.,; and Abe Lincoln, whose father and Wlllian1 Hanks, Sr. Included also are Thomas Lincoln and 
was the first pionee1· of Macon County. William Miller (married a daughter of WIiiiam Hanks, Sr.). If one tal-

Al an appropriate time Oglesby "announced that an old lies the number of members of these households, they account for 
Democrat desired to make a contribution to the 77 individuals in the community, 23 adults and 54 under the age of 
Convention ... Then In walked old John with the rails.'' The 20. Thus Abe Lincoln was surrounded by a good many kin. 
response was "electric" and the delegates ''cheered and Little is known of Lincoln's social life in Decatur. He contin-
cheered." Abe Lincoln was sitting quietly in a corner as sur- ued his compulsive reading whenever he had an opportunity to 
prised as anyone. Called on for a speech, Lincoln reluctantly borrow books. He apparently had pleasant talks with Mary 
responded, "Gentlemen, John and 1 did make some rails down (Polly) Warnick, daughter of the Major, and another acquain-
lhere; and if these aren't the identical rails we made. they cer- tance, Jemima Hill. At a later date, some said that he had carried 
tainly look very much like them." So taken was the audience that out courtships with these young ladles. Each, however, married 
the two rails quickly sold. In fact, "The next day he [Hanks) went other young men within the year of his arrival in Decatur. On 
out and got a wagonload ... sold them for a dollar apiece. Then June 17, 1830, Abe Lincoln attended the wedding of Mary 
other people went into the business, and the supply seemed Warnick to Joseph Stevens.4 

inexhaustible." It was not long before two newspapers in On May 26, 1830, Abraham Lincoln signed a petition 
Chicago ancl Cincinnati were named The Rail Splitter. Political addressed "To the County Commissioners for the County of 
cartoons and can1paign souvenirs soon broadcast this name that Macon. We the undersigned qualified voters in Decatur Precinct 
identilied Lincoln and his humble background.10 It is fitting that earnestly request your honors to change the present place of 
this story be recited in this, our modern day Raif Splitter, a trib- holding Elections in said Precinct from Permenius Smallwoods to 
ute to an exciting past. the Court house in Decatur ... n3 It is thought to be the earliest 

A great source for identifying neighbors and friends of Abe document signed by Lincoln following his arrival in Illinois. 
Lincoln during his Decatur years are in three documents dis- Lincoln and 44 others signed the document. Actually Lincoln had 

~ not been a resident of the county for the required six months, so 
_ I was not a "qualified voter." Of the 45 signers, 15 were not includ-

a 
ed in the census of 1830. Some may have been inadvertently 
missed, not been present when the census was taken or were nol 
heads of households. The absence of signers Abraham Lincoln, 

-, John D. Johnston, and Joseph Stevens indicate that may have 
been counted in the homes of their parents at the time. Squire 
Levi Hall, another signer and son-in-law of Sarah Johnston 

•="" L 01•011uu1, 1uo11111ou . • 0011n ,. ,aeo: "ol. L Lincoln is listed as the head of a household. The signers of the 
:..=-___ ....:..:.;._;:_;.......:..c:..:..::.:__.......:.........:....;c.;;:......:. __ c:..c..: ______ __, petition included the following: 

cussed here. One is the Macon County, Illinois 1830 Federal 
Census.7 The second is a petition Lincoln signed on May 26, 
1830, addressed to the Macon County Commissioners in 
Decatur.3 The third is another petition presented here for the 
first time, not signed by Lincoln, but signed by number of indi
viduals known to Lincoln. I I 

The 1830 Federal Census of Macon County lists only the 
names of while male heads of families (188).7 Each name is fol
lowed by an enumeration of the number of inhabitants of each 
household broken down into 13 age categories. Of the 1122 
inhabitants of Macon County, there were a total of 229 adult 
males and 198 adult females (over the age of 20) and 693 chil
dren. The tabulation makes no mention of Native Americans or 
African Americans. William Warnick attested to the correctness 
of the tabulation of the census figures and Phillip 0. Williams and 
Robert Foster witnessed the document. Abe Lincoln knew and 
worked for William Warnick.9 During the winter of 1830-31 

Hosea J. Armstrong*# - J.D. Johnston# - John Ballard· - Thomas Law# 
- Phillip Ballard* - Charles Lewis* - John Biglow - A. Lincoln -
J[onathan]. B. Brown# - James Martin*# - Reuben [Ruben)Brown*# -
David Miller - Thomas Cole* - Isaac Miller• - Thomas Cowan*#-James 
Miller' - Samuel D. Dewees# - John Miller*# - John Dickey - David 
Owen· - William Dickey - John Pettyjohn - Henry Ewing· - I. C. Pugh -
David Florey*# - Randolph Rose - William Foren*# - S[eth). 
Sennitt[Sennett]"# - John Grimsley - M. C. Shaw· - Alfred Hall -
S[tephen). R. Sheppard*# - Squire Hall* - Andrew W. Smith - William 
Hall* - Buel Stevens - Moses Hand - Joseph Stevens# - John Hankes* -
D[avid). H. Stewart (Stuart]# - William Hanks' - Robert Stewart· - Landy 
Harell* - Philip D. Williams'#- Jas. Johnson• 

• Signers of the petition or May 26, 1830 who were also llsted as beads of 
households in the Macon County Census or 1830. 
# Signers of the petition of August 28, 1830 whose names also appeared on the 
petition of May 26, 1830 with Lincoln. 
LI Different spellings or addltlons as seen ln the second petition. 

continued, next page 
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A second petition dated August 28, 
1830 is addressed "To the County 
Commissioners' Court of Macon, State 
of lllinois. We the undersigned qualified 
voters of Decatur district humbly pray 
your honors, to appoint Buel Stevens 
Constable of said district. .. " 11 We know 
that Abe Lincoln knew several of the 
signers of this petition and probably all, 
since they all appeared to be residents 
of the Decatur District. Of the 28 sign
ers, nine were not listed on the Macon 
County Census of 1830. Some may have 
been inadvertently missed, not been 
present when the census was taken, or 
were not heads of households. The 
absence of signers John D. Johnston, 
and Joseph Stevens indicate that they 
were probably counted in the homes of 
their parents at the time. The petition
ers included the following: 

~ 7flv tlfl,,.. l'H~,{,,,,,,._LrK~~· ✓~1 (later elected). It was at this meeting that 

7 ,LL ,,, r _/, L. ✓N John Hanks encouraged Lincoln to speak 
, /A-< r,,11r.,,..-;r,; _,,,,,__,~,r-.w,. ~--

- -/ / on his thoughts on improving navigation 
/lh ti, l"""'"·'rd ·v·•,u1pd- /i}tf./p, 7 . on the Sangamon River. Lincoln had very 

c:.¼u-7r,-· ~~er-,.~ f,.~ "'j,_. specific ideas on this subject based on 
,,Ir,~,,,, u ;,.ff_.~ ,;:;J.=b~; ~~/lda- experiences traveling in Indiana. In 1816 

I ,1/ ,11,..J ~/4 ~f-: > !NI( tu;;;.e,uhli':3 1 he first ferried across the Ohio River 
/,_., .d ~ <fJ13?,,.~ when his family moved from Kentucky to 
fT,wa,) f?ro/4,,./4 e/~a, g,,,,.,~ Indiana. In 1825, at the age of 16 he 

1'--~z l~~-4 ~"' A,..,,....., worked part time on a farm owned by 
( M;7~at..., ~ "rtn;-b'...,r,- James Taylor that was located at the 

~,a:;r£~~ /j/.a/2- 1 
"'' mouth of Anderson Creek. This creek 

-p;;;;;,q f~,,.,,,""- c/[f::;:J ',;!:_,.._'fr,- established the eastern border of 
t#- In ~ 7o --~~ - Spencer County and flowed directly into 

_.. .L " ~? the Ohio River. When not working on the 
'~,IA-;-~ ~j~ p/t,..4'¥-- farm he operated a ferry across the Ohio 

.£. River, an eye-opening experience, meet-
/4~/,y,• v.J,,_,... ing people from all walks of life.4 In 1828 
--;f'~,..e;;,,..,,,.,, Abe Lincoln and Allen Gentry rode a flat-
A '. ..9p,,r.,,,-z;;:: boat from Gentry's Landing, near 

1;t.;.. .po</ ,._ Rockport on the Ohio River, carrying 
d ./ p: produce of Allen's father, James Gentry, 

Hosea J. Armstrong•# - Thomas Lamm r, :J:J:,, ,;;;:::.,-: to sell in New Orleans - a three-month 
[Law]# - Jonathan B. Brown# - James ~~~"''"'u:itt= trip. In 1830 on his trip to Decatur, he fer-
Martin"#- Ruben Brown•#- John Miller*#- ~..._~M4-• ried across the Wabash, Kaskaskia and 
John Cole - D[aniel) McCall' - Thomas l 0.., .//,... ., .. .,. Sangamon Rivers. He thus had sufficient 
Cowan'# - Drewry Rose - Samuel B. rl~_ •'#:~< .\ 
Dewees#-James Renshaw• - David Florey'# ~--:::::;":fi··~ exposure to and had developed an inter-
- Seth Sennett*#-William Foren*# - S. B. ~/I!~ est in river navigation. Later in life he 
Shep(p)ard'# - Dennis Hanks· - Dorus also lived on the Sangamon River in New 
Stevens• - Joseph Hanks - Joseph Stevens# - Petition to the County Commissioners' Court of Macon Salem and Springfield. In I 832 he, Vincent 
William Hanks_. Sr.• - Luther Stevens• - Henrey County to appoint Buel Stevens Constable, August 28, 1830. Bogue, and others attempted to establish 
Harnell - David H. Stuart[Ste'l'.'.art]# - John D. (Author's collection.) a sailing route from Cincinnati to 
Jo_h~ston~ -. D. H. ?~uart[si~~ed twice] - ----------------- Springfield on the Talisman again recog-
W1lltam Kincaide' - Ph11tp D. W1lltams'# . . . . . . ' 

• Signers of the petilion of August 28, 1830 who were also llsted as heads of 
households in the Macon County Census of 1830. I Signers of the petition ot May 
26, 1830 whose names also appeared on the pelitlon of August 28, 1830 with 
Lincoln. O Dllferent spellings or additions as seen in the second petition. 

The signers of the second petition included two of the 
Lincoln party from Pigeon Creek, Dennis Hanks and John D. 
Johnston. it also included Hosea J. Armstrong who was to meet 
Abe Lincoln again on March 4, 1839. At that time Stuart and 
Lincoln represented Van Bergen vs. H. M. and H . .I. Armstrong in 
the Sangamon Circuit Court in a suit to collect $300.00. The suit 
was dismissed, with the costs charged to the defendant.3,5 

James Renshaw, a signer, was the proprietor of a general 
store in Decatur. Abe Lincoln is said to have made purchases 
there from time to time for his father. As noted above, Lincoln 
attended the Joseph Stevens wedding. The number of different 
names in these two petitions total 57. Since the signers were all 
residents of the Decatur District, virtually alJ must have been 
acquaintances of Abe Lincoln. Even at this time he was a good 
conversationalist, a jokester and easily made friends with many 
of his neighbors. 

In the summer of 1830 Abe Lincoln made his first political 
speech in Illinois. It was at a campaign meeting in front of 
Renshaw's store in Decatur. Candidates of Fayette County for the 
state legislature, WUliam L. D. Ewing and John F. Posey spoke 

mzmg the need for unprovements m the nav1gat1on channel of 
the Sangamon River.5 

On one other occasion. on December 16, 1830, while in 
Decatur, Abe Lincoln placed his name on a document written in 
his hand, an appraisal of an estray (a strayed domestic animal). 
It was a "Mare Taken up by Jonathan 8. Brown" four days earlier. 
Lincoln and John W. Reed, who also signed, described the animal 
and appraised it at "30 Dollars." Reed and Brown were both farm
ers. The document was witnessed by Philip D. Williams.3 

Lincoln's autobiography includes comments relating to the 
fall of 1830 and the winter of 1830-31: 

"In the autumn all hands were greatly afflicted with augue and 
fever, to which they had not been used, and by which they were 
greaJly discouraged - so much so that they determined on leaving the 
county. They remained however, through the succeeding winter, 
which was the winter of the very celebrated 'deep snow' of Illinois. 
During that winter A[brahamj together with his ste,:rmolher'.s son, 
John D. Johnston, and John Hanks, yet residing in Macon county. 
hired themselves to one Denton Offutt, to take a flat boat from 
Beardstown Illinois to New-Orleans; and for that purpose, were to 
join him - Offutt- at Springfield, Ills so soon as the snow should go ... 3 

Abe Lincoln left Decatur in March 1831 for his New Orleans 
expedition, never to return to his home in Decatur. Han1cs did not 
complete the journey but returned to his family in Decatur after 
reaching St. Louis-3 Lincoln's closing notes in his autobiography 
on the last days of the Lincoln family in Decatur: 
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"A's father, with his own family & others mentioned, had, in 
pursuance of their intention, removed from Macon to Coles 
County. John D. Johnston, the step-mother's son went to them; 
and A. stopped indefinitely, and, for the first time, as it were, by 
himself at New-Salem ... This was in July 1831." ~ 
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In The Marketelace 
H antrnan's of Potomac, MD recently sold prop

erty from the estates of the late Thomas 'Tlp' 
O'Neill and JFK collector Bob While. One item 

caught our attention. described as: 'Abraham Lincoln 
Style Inaugural Torch. The Parcel gilt and ebonized turn 
shaft with 'Hurrah for Lincoln' and gilt star along bowl, 
one inch burner (dented), L: 20-inches. Recently simi
lar torches have been appearing at auction which are 
facsimiles. This torch is being sold as is. 'With an esti
mate of $300-500, the item hammered on Ebay Live 
for $125. The "as is" condition of sale must have 
scared people off ... or the fact that this looks more like 
a ''tricked-up" 1890s device from an Odd-Fellows Hall 
or Masonic Temple than an 1860s torch! 

L eland Little Auction & Estate Sales is located In 
Hillsborough, NC. Their June auction had a cased sixth· 
plate tinted tintype "attributed" to be Samuel B. Arnold, 
one of the Lincoln assassination conspirators. Arnold's 

story is told in our July 1999 issue. He was involved in the plot 
to kidnap the President at the Soldier's Horne, but opted out of 
the scheme In March 1865. There is only one known photograph 
of him taken during this period of time, which shows him beard· 
less. with a mustache. We requested some provenance, but none 

of a persuasive nature accompa
nied the lot (the attribution was 
provided by Harold Boyer, ··collec
tor and historian of 19th century 
photographs"). The hair and eye 
placement seems close to the 
known published image of Arnold, 
but the rest...? Our esteemed pub-

., lisher weighed in on the question 
with a resounding NO WAY! Other 
people must have said "Boyer
Schmoyerl Who is this guy?" It 

passed with an estimate of $500-800. 

C opake Auctions ln upstate New 
York sold this circa 1930 folk 
art stone carving depicting 

Lincoln on October 2nd. Described as 
having an excellent patina. just 12" tall, it 
sold for $125 plus 10% buyer's. 

! i ! A few recent eBay finds: a 
I ~ celluloid temperance button, circa 1912, 
I i $32; a handsome and quite unusual 
. 1,:,---1~ Davis ribbon marking the reburial of his 
-•:..-:.=- body four years after his death, $115; a 

- rd 1966 first-day cover postmarked In 
Springfield that was autographed by the last, 

living direct descendent of the martyred President, his great grand
son, Robert Todd Lincoln Beckwith (1904-1985), just $85. 

D on & Kay Buck of Millington, NJ are offering this 17 x 21" painted "Liberty & Union" sign on wood panel. Described as 
"Museum quality ... Hung on wall in Pennsylvania schoolhouse. Circa 1865 ... Untouched painted surface. Red and blue let
tering on ye/low/orange background. Comb painted frame. "The asking price is $19,500 and we understand another, iden

tical example exists somewhere. The story of its hanging in a schoolhouse is part of a verbal history exchanged between dealers 
who have handled ii in recent years. We consider it an example of a "floating" political item; in other words, something that is not 
conducive to being placed In a pigeonhole. Items with slogans such as "Union and Constitution", "Death to Traitors" or "Liberty & 
Union" fall into this category. There is a tendency to attribute such items to specific campaigns or candidates. "Union and 
Constitution" items, tor instance, are typically assigned to the Constitutional Union Party of John Bell and the campaign of 1860. The 
slogan on this handsome and colorful sign Is consistent with an attirbution to the Lincoln campaign of 1864. Yet... without further 
evidence, these attributions can be, at best, tentative. Such slogans saw dual usage, both in political campaigns and during the Civil 
War, as patriotic rallying cries. The fact that this sign may have been displayed in a school room speaks against it being a partisan 
artifact for Lincoln. Accordingly, such historical artifacts must remain forever in limbo. They are interesting association pieces - fine 
adjuncts to political displays - but must be valued according to their intrinsic merit, and not what wishful thinking wants them to be. 
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M astronet of Willowbrook, IL issued 
another "Americana Premier Auction" 
catalog in April. A gorgeous Lincoln & 
Hamlin Currier & Ives "Republican 

Banner for 1860" brought $10,225. It had wide bor
ders, the original frame, and vibrant colors. We think 
it might be the same example that sold at Defina 
Auctions In Ohio around twenty years ago for $700. 
The buyer "overpaid" at that time, proving that, if 
you buy quality and hold onto it for awhile, it is hard 
to overpay. A pair of matched 26 x 32 mm. gem ferro 
stickpins of Grant and Colfax made 
$900. A Lincoln-Johnson 
ferrotype jugate was likely 
a disappointment, selling 
for only $24,600. The 
portraits were not the 
same ones seen on other 
known examples. They 
do, however, match the pic
tures used on a Lincoln-
Johnson back-to-back ferrotype 
badge listed In Sullivan-DeWitt as #AL-1864-103 
leaving a few questioning the origination of the item. 
A colorful Grant & Wilson swallow-tail pennant real-
ized $2,835. This style 

of banner was popular from 
1872 to 1880. An ensemble of 

four frames containing rare 
salt prints of all the pres
idential and vice-presi
dential candidates of 

1860 was most Impressive. Being matted 
and "not examined out of frame'', it was unknown whether 
the mounts were still present and. if so, in what condition. 
Accordingly, they were likely evaluated based solely on the 
images themselves. Someone "salted" these away for 
$10,850. Finally, a signed CDVof Jefferson Davis, showing ...._ _____ ...... 
the defeated leader on a park bench during a post-Civil War trip to Scotland in 1869, 
was not unappreciated, selling for $2,925. II may qualify as the finest signed Davis 

CDV in existence and quite unusual, being an outdoor view. OI' Jett always said he "wanted 
to be left alone" and, in this image. it appears he got what he bargained tori 

S lotin Folk Art Auctions of Buford, 
GA have been holding annual sales 
of "outsider" and folk art for the 

last few years. Each sale seems to 
include at least one item whose subject 
is Abraham Lincoln. Their April sale was 
no exception. A 1 O" high standing 
cutout (appearing like one half of a pair 
of bookends) featured the "Penny pro
file." It was inscribed by the artist 
"Abraham. From a Penny - By Howard 
Rnster, From God ... "along with a reli
gious, inspirational message scrawled 
on its base. Estimated at $200-300, this 
"penny dreadful" made $550. 

B altimore Book Company, Inc. had an auction in 
March that included a sizable consignment of Civil 
War photographs by Mathew Brady, Alexander 

Gardner and limothy O'Sullivan. They descended in the 
family of French-born Joseph Francis Gedney (1826-
1906). Gedney established a printing and engraving busi
ness in Washington In 1854 and served a three month stint 
in the Union Army at the beginning of the Civil War work
ing for the Secret Service afterwards. After the War, he 
resumed his printing career, and apparently was employed 
by the Bureau of Printing and Engraving. He was a good 
friend of Alexander Gardner: they were fellow Masons and 
members of the Washington Commandery of the Knights 
Templar. The sale included sixty large, mounted albumens 
and stereoviews by the aforementioned photographers. A 
stereoview (or stereograph) by Gardner, on yellow mount, 
depicted the "Execution of the Conspirators. The Arrival on 
the Scaffold. July 7, 1865." Gardner and O'Sullivan were 
the only photographers permitted to record the event, set
ting up two cameras atop an exterior wall. Four stereoviews 
were produced by the camera that Gardner himself operat
ed. Public sales were not significant and few of the images 
in any format have survived. (CDV and large albumens 
included). This view, in tine condition, realized $2,760. A 7 
x 9" mounted albumen of Lincoln, Allen Pinkerton and 

General John McClemand, on the Antietam battlefield, was 
estimated at $5,000-7,500. The full title of this Gardner 
image 1s 'The President, Ma/. Gen. McC!ernand, and E. J. 
Allen of S.S.U.S. at Secret Service Department, 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac. near Antietam. 
October 4, 1862. "The name "E. J. Allen" was an alias of 
Pinkerton's, employed as a safeguard in the event of his 
being captured by 
the Confederates. 
This classic and 
sought-after image 
made a "stand-up" 
$18,975. Finally, a 
bound, complete set 
of Harper's Week(lt 
covering the years of 
the War, another 
popular offering, was 
added to some
body's "periodical 
room" for $5,175. 
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More In the Market! 

obert Siegel of New York held their "Rarities of the World" stamp auction in June. Some "fancy cancels'' were offered. These were custom cancella
tion stamps specific to certain post offices. A man thumbing his nose (Brattleboro, VT) made a respectful $1,100. An American flag marked UNION 
(Healdsburg, CA) found a patriotic buyer for $1,760. A left sheet-margin block of twelve 15-cent Lincoln stamps was described as" .. .the largest known 
multiple of the first U.S. stamp portraying Lincoln. An Important classic multiple." It drew multiple bids, realizing $10,450. A Metropolitan Fair stamp 

from New York was described as " ... the unique example of the 10-cent black Metropolitan Stamp" and was estimated at $14,000. It did "singularly" well at 
$19,800. A booklet pane of six violet 3-cent stamps overprinted as from the "Canal Zone", produced but for a brief period In 1931, crossed into the "end" zone 
scoring $5,225. In April, Siegel had two sales that included Confederate Postal history including an "eight star flag" patriotic cover, postmarked August 7, 1861, 
addressed to none other than "Old Buck" ("Hon. James Buchanan. Lancaster, Pa.") Sent from Louisville, KY, it had been intercepted by Confederate authori
ties and opened. The government censors wrote on the flap "Opened by Confederate States Vigilance Committee at Nashville, Tenn." Seems sort of ironic that 
the ex-President's mail should be opened in this manner! He was considered a "doughface" president, sympathetic to the Southern cause and probably aided 
them by his inaction during the Secession Crisis. Being so ineffective while in office, did they expect him to be any better out of office? Estimated at $10,000· 
15,000, it realized $11,550. The ultra rare "Lincoln Hanging" cover made another appearance. This example, however, was special. The cataloger effused 
" ... Only twelve examples of the celebrated hanging Lincoln envelope are recorded. This is the only known example with a Confederate Postmaster's Provisional 
stamp. One of the most celebrated and outstanding of all Confederate States covers." Estimated at $75,000-100,000, the winning bidder "dropped" $63,250 
on this one! A Lincoln mourning envelope, postmarked in San Francisco June 3, 1865, and sent to Providence, RI on a "Steamer via Panama" crossed the 
block for $660. A Douglas campaign cover on orange, sent from Bowling Green, OH to Danube, NY made $415. A check signed by Andrew Johnson as 
President was "negotiated" for $2,080. An ALS by Grant, sent from his summer home in Long Branch, NJ in 1875, to Edwards Pierrepont, discussed the 
"diplomatic" removal of an inept official: •1 am In receipt of your letter of yesterday speaking of the complaints against Judge Asher, Dist. Atty. for the District 
of Columbia. I have no doubt but the good of the service demands a change. You may notify Judge Asher of the fact and give him an opportunity to resign. 
The change will be made whether he resigns or not ... " (sounds like "an offer he couldn't refuse!") Although the letter stands on its own, the selling point of 
the lot was the envelope: "A rare example of presidential mail after the franking privilege was abolished and official stamps were introduced." We assume the 
President had to come up with three cents of his own money to send this! Guess there's no such thing as a "Free Frank!" Estimated at $4,000-5,000, ii made 
$3,575. Anally, an advertising cover for New York publisher T. R. Dawley & Co. was offered. It lists numerous works published by this famous concern locat-
ed across from City Hall, notable among them Honest Abe's Jokes (listed under "Miscellaneous Publications"). $175. /, /uk,~D /4k;-

f'!11'-6. ~YA ,._A, 'W,-~ 

S eaport Autographs of Mystic ' CT (Dr. Boas in command!) recently put out a slim volume of two hundred auto- ,1,1,uHrd/HM If«; '"7. '1-
graphs at fixed-price. (Additional information and photos can be accessed at their web site, www.seaportauto-~,"'.& ;w.-:,tirz,~~-1 s.,~, /4-., 
graphs.com.) A November 16, 1800 ADS by Jesse Head is $875. Head was the Justice of the Peace who mar-• 1/d Mi-'~ ,A/ ti>lrl<-, 

ried Lincoln's parents on June 1, 1806 in Washington County, KY. In this document, a woman admits to delivering a tJ11ttld,dt. ;?w~. 
female bastard child who would be "chargeable to said county." The father is also named -we are unaware of the ram- -- -
ifications of this type of legal proceeding. Also. an ALS from 1928 relates to the seminal work, Uncle Tom's Gabin. "My father, the late George C. Howard, was 
the first to produce the play of 'Uncle Tom's Gabin', and I was the original Eva. [signed] Cordelia H. MacDonald." $90. 
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W Ith a required opening bid of $6,000,000, we present another "interesting" listing from 
eBay: "Genuine sixth plate daguerreotype of Ulysses Grant in excellent condition! One 
minor scratch on hand. Most handsome portrait ever done of Grant. Image has been well 
taken care of. Was recovered many years ago along with a beautiful ambrotype of James 

Garfield out of a collection suspected to have come from a known Grant family photo sale. 
Ambrotype of James Garfield to be included. Daguerreotype of Grant taken in civilian clothes 
between 1855 to 1861. No photograph of Grant In the world compares so well wlth so many known 
Grant photos. This priceless photo appears to be the last recognizable daguerreotype of Grant exist
ing in the world. Includes letter from honorable Or. Uoyd Ostendorf. For research purposes only and 
your convenience I have provided photo comparisons with a known Grant photo. Qualified buyers 
only please. Good investment opportunity for futures investor. After all, a picture is worth a thousand words! Blessings, Happy ---"'~_,_~a:..a 
bidding or investing. "Forgetting any discourse on whether or not we believe this to be U.S. Grant (likewise of the "Garfield"!) we are amused by the claim 
of investment potential. Given that these exact,~ photographs were offered to us by a San Francisco gallery in 1998 for a "reasonable" $42,000, we 
have to assume that in another six years, this "investment" would have to command ... now, let's see if our math works out correctly ... $852,000,000! 

A Lincoln voter supports Women Suffrage! Although Lincoln was known for avoiding espousing radical policies, he did, on one occasion, make a 
statement supporting women's suffrage. It is likely his views on the matter were widely known at the time. A Civil War soldler's letter that recent
ly sold on eBay for $135 articulates that point. Written on October 24, 1864 by WIiiiam A. Milllgan of the 49th Ohio, this letter with great content 

touches on both the draft and the upcoming presidential election. The writer was a participant in the Fall of Atlanta and Sherman's March to the Sea 
''Well the draft has come at last. I feel happy to think that old Sycamore was loyal and too proud to be disgraced by drafting the men from their homes. 
It looks to me as if she upheld the soldiers in the field. I understand that she taught her men well that is right she was able to do it. I respect my town
ship more than ever. Sycamore has done well. She has had some brave boys that has fought several battles and won several victories or helped to do It 
that today they fill a soldiers grave. They died at their post fighting tor the stars and stripes the emblem of our nations liberty. They are trying to sustain 
the flag that our forefathers fought and died tor. Shall we see it trailed in the dust by mounting southern onslaughts? No. We will rally around the nag 
boys ... We have lost boys today I think as much of as I do my brother or my relation the nearest kind. I respect the brave soldiers that can face the can
nons mouth and do his duty. Oh I shall never forget the 27 of May. We lost some of our brave boys there. It sBBms as if It can't hardly be six months 
ago our Regiment was large but since that time we have had a long tedious campaign. Our ranks have thinned almost daily by the Rebel foe and dis
ease. Our regiment today don ·t number half as much as it did when we left. One third would sound more correct. Where is the two thirds? Their graves 
can be seen on different battle fields some in hospitals and it is the way our brave boys go. I understand that the draft has struck some but· 
ternuts? Well we can make good use of them down here. I am glad to think they have to come out They have been fighting against the 
soldier long enough. Let them come out and fight for the soldier and we WIii think more of them. I want you all to vote tor Abraham 
Uncoln tor he is the man we want. I want the ladies atld all the old women to vote tor him. Hurrah for equal rights. Hurrah. • 

A pair of statuary works to report. In 
September, DuMouchelles of Detroit 
offered an example of the classic bronze 

by George Edwin Bissell (1839-1920), issued in 
1904 by Gorham Founders, measuring 31' tall. 

With a conservative 
estimate of $2-
3,000, ft sold for 
$7,000 plus a 

17% buyer's pre
mium. And, in 
James Julia's 

Fabulous 
Maine 
Sale this 
August, we found a large bronze relief 
plaque by the American artist Frederick 

Warren Allen (1888-1961). Measuring 
36 x 22' and detailed 'ANNO MDCCC
CXXII D D', this handsome work, signed 

'F W Allen 1911' was stamped 'Ideal 
Casting Co. Prov. R.I.' It is the first such 
work we've seen. It hammered for $3,750 
plus buyer's against an estimate of $3-5,000. 

A lso to recently sell on 
eBay: an interesting. 
colorful tin plate, look

ing like something from the 
1890s or so, $1 O; and a Douglas 

portrait ballot listing electors 
from New Jersey, a bargain at $85. 

Selling on eBay for a more than reasonable $3,150. this 1/4-plate 
daguerreotype of the abolitionist Henry WIison who became Vice 
President to U.S. Grant in the General's second term, 1872. 
Taken by Lorenzo G. Chase, this portrait of Wilson in his early 
40s most likely dates to a sitting when he was elected to the 

Massachusetts Senate in 1855. After the War, 
Wilson toured the 
South in support of 
reconstruction. 'In 
New Orleans an 
assassin's bullet 
passed his head 
and lodged in the 
wall behind him 
while he coolly 
continued his 
speech.• A great 
photograph I 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 

B Ids reached $3,500 with- aaaaaai.i. HOU 
out the reserve being met, 
revealed by the owner to 

be $15.000 as he had a private-
treaty offerof$12,000, fora large 
family archive listed on eBay. The 
holding is a huge collection relat-., • ...,._ 
ed to the Foote family of a.:;.....,,;;;.,. ..... -------,. 

Ypsilanti, Michigan. With a lot of miscellaneous paper and family pho
tographs covering the years 1839-1880s, there seemed to be a great deal 
of "who cares" mid-19th century ephemera in the lot. BUT ... In addition to 
a few Interesting Civil War letters with minor content, there was one high
light: this card from The Marshall House with an attached piece of 
Ellsworth Flag with penciled notation at the time of the martyr's death "we 
have taken possession of this house & here is where we get our meals.'' 
The card measures 2 x 31/2 inches and flag remnant measures 5/8 x 1 1/4 
inch. The fragment of the Confederate flag cut down by Colonel Elmer 
Ephraim Ellsworth, 1861, the day after Virginia voted to secede from the 
Union, is similar to other relics we've seen. Colonel Ellsworth, the leader of 
the Eleventh New York Volunteer Regiment, saw a Confederate flag flying 
over the Marshall House hotel. Ellsworth charged up the stairs and cut 
down the flag, only to be shot by James Jackson, the hotel proprietor, who 
was then killed by Francis Brownell, one of Ellsworth's soldiers. A neat 
item "packaged" (or, bundled together) with a ton of "stuff." 

In May, Stair 
Auctions of 
Hudson, New 
York sold this 
watercolor 
miniature on 
ivory, 3 x 2 

S otheby's May 19th 
sale of American 
paintings featured 

"General Ulysses S. Grant in 
His Tent" by Emanuel 
Leutze, one of the few 
known portraits of Grant 
painted from life. Leutze 
came to the United States as 
a boy and settled with his 
family in Philadelphia. He 
moved back to Germany as 
an adult, yet turned his 
attention to America in 1849 
when he began painting 
"Washington Crossing the 
Delaware." In 1859. he returned to New York and began his career anew, 
seeking commissions from the U.S. Congress. This 50 x 40" oil on canvas. 
signed E. Leutze and dated '66, was consigned by the Masonic Temple 
Association of Detroit. estimated at $400,000-600,000, sold for S456,000. 
Leutze died two years after its completion. in 1868. at the age of fifty-two. 

T he Gallery at Knotty Pine In W. Swansey, NH sold 
an important collection of early fire fighting 
memorabilia in July including a hand
painted leather helmet-front. measuring 

81/2 x 61/4". It featured the "Berger'' portrait 
of Lincoln ''front and center" surrounded by the 
words "Lincoln Hose 40.'' Estimated at $2,000-
3,000, this circa 1880 piece of historical folk art 
kindled the passion of some collector, selling for 
an "alarming" $2,300 plus buyer's. 

elling for $110 via an internet auction: an 1876 letter by Ulysses S Grant, Jr. 
1 /2" housed in 
an impressive 
wooden frame, S (1852-1928), the 2nd son of the President who served as secretary to his 

father in the Executive Mansion. On Executive Mansion letterhead, It reads 
• ... The President directs me to express his regrets that official engagements 
will not permit him to accept the polite invitation .. .' A fun association piece! for $450 plus 15% buyer's. 

A xelrod's Gallery of History in Las Vegas last auction included an Item of note: a 3-page, retained signed copy of Salmon Chase's July 4, 1870 letter to Jeremiah 
S. Black. Attn. Gen. under Buchanan. In It. the Chief Justice recalls events from the Lincoln administration, while a member of his Cabinet In a heavily cor
rected missive, he details the removal of Simon Gameron as Sec. of War and discussions that took place on the evacuation of Fort Sumter. He starts off by 

talking about Edwin Stanton, who succeeded Black as Attorney General. "Mr. Stanton did in 1842 express his concurrence in the views relating to Slavery set forth 
in the Address and Resolutions of the Ohio State Library Convention of December 1841 of which I was the writer. There was I think at that time, no material differ
ence in political principle between us but he was Justified in party relation with the old line democracy which I thought rt my duty to write a final outline of both the 
then great political organizations. He urged me to join the party with which he was connected and declared with emphasis his readiness to Stand by me In the Support 
of the principles I had proclaimed. More than once, on Subsequent occasions when withdrawn lrom active participation in politics and absorbed In professional 
labors, he expressed his purpose to act, whenever he should again engage in political action with those who like myself were then known as Independent Democrats 
against the nationaliz.alion of slavery. And you are misinformed also in respect to the circumstances connected with his appointment as Secretary of War in place of 
Gen. Cameron ... Gen. Cameron had expressed a wish to retire and take the mission to St. Petersburg, sometime before he actually withdrew, and I believe he was 
the first to suggest to Mr. Lincoln the name of Mr. Stanton. I held myself several conversations on the subject of Gen. Cameron's retirement. his appointment to St. 
Petersburg and the appointment of Mr. Stanton as his Successor both with Mr. Lincoln and Gen. Cameron; and I called on Mr. Stanton to ascertain i1 he would accept 
the post of Secretary if tendered ... This is I believe an exact statement as itS breVitY admits of Gen. Gameron's retirement from Mr. Lincoln's Gabinet. He was not 
removed; he resigned. because, as he stated at the lime, he preferred the mission to the Secretaryship; and he did recommend the appointment of Mr. Stanton as 
his successor ... On one other point I wish to Correct your information, lest not mentioning I may seem to have admitted its exactitude. You state that 'the Gabi net 
(Mr. Lincoln's) voted six to one In favor of surrendering Fort Sumter.' Mr. Blair being the only dissendent I never voted for the surrender of Fort Sumter. My grounds 
of opposition to its surrender were not, perhaps, the Same, nor so absolute as those of Mr. Blair, but I was against it & so voted. [I) make this statement not for the 
public but for yourself." Fascinating, but Salmon's story sounds a little fishy to us! We do have to acknowledge, though, his first-hand expertise on the removal of 
Cabinet members!! Framed in "Gallery of History Style" and carrying a minimum bid of $5,000, this "tall tale" from a Washington insider went unsold. 
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C lars Auction Gallery of Oakland, CA sold a 
painting on can
vas of Abraham 

Lincoln measuring 18 x 
24", signed by the artist 
William Edgar Marshall 
(1837-1906). Among col
lectors of Lincolniana, 
Marshall is known as the 
artist behind the engrav
ings of Lincoln and Grant 
done in 1866. Having seen 
the original in color, we 

L ast April, Ira and Larry Goldberg of Beverly Hills auctioned 
material from the "Raleigh DeGeer Amyx Collection" of 
objects owned by American presidents while in the White 

House. A razor, owned and used by U. S. Grant (guess he used it to 
remove nasal hairs}, caught our eye. The blade was engraved ''U. S. 
Grant" and the handle marked "U.S. Army Razor." It was purport
edly left behind at the White House, gathering dust in the attic along 
with other flotsam and jetsam of history. It was supposedly given to 
"First Maid" Maggie Rogers who worked at the White House from 1909 
to 1939, by either Mrs. Taft, Wilson, or Coolidge. It was acquired by ,.....====,,....._, 

have to admit that it leaves a lot to be desired, and that 
the engraved version is far superior. We suspect that 
the painting might have been done rather hurriedly, 
serving as a model for the engraving. The money to be 
made was in sales of engravings, not the painting. Such 
was the case, we feel sure, with Carpenter's "Reading of 
the Emancipation Proclamation." This classic image of 
a kindly and revered leader sold for $1,170. 

Amyx from Lillian Rogers Park, Maggie's daughter, who died at the age 
of 100 in 1997. Estimated at $1,200-1,500, it "scraped" by for $1,265. 
A framed print of a painting of Lincoln done by Dwight Eisenhower 
while waiting for news of a Korean armistice was offered. Despite mis
givings as to the quality of this painting, Ike agreed to let it be used as 
the model tor the first White House Christmas card, produced by 
Hallmark, and sent to staffers and friends. Five other Eisenhower paint
ings appear on cards produced during his administration. Indeed, Ike 
was a big admirer of Lincoln, and lived on a farm in Gettysburg, PA 
both during and after his presidency. This framed print was a gift from 
the President to his valet in the White House. It made $360. 

I n recent years, Ted Hake has Included more and more interesting - and rare - 19th centu
ry material in his expansive auction catalogs which highlight popular material culture. His 
September sale had two songsters which we have never seen before. A McClellan 

Campaign Songster published by Mason & Co. of Philadelphia is the mate to the rather com
mon Lincoln (a large quantity of these were uncovered around fifty years ago, part of a 
"remainder" stock of a second-hand book store). "Bucking the tide of conventional wisdom" 
regarding the value of Lincoln material vs. that of McClellan, this "unique" example sold for 
$925 (Hake does not charge a buyer's premium)-more than twice what the Lincoln normally 
sells for. Another ··cutey", the Grant & Colfax Campaign Songster by 

Augustus Waters chimed in for $500. Flnally, a large "belt 
buckle" ferrotype of John Bell (described as somewhat 

dark, although It appeared quite nice in the illustra
tion) tolled at $3,050. Ted Hake has been a fixture in 
the collectibles field for many years. While still a 
college student in 1965, Ted started issuing 
mimeographed sales lists of political items. He 
operated out of a small, one-bedroom apartment I 
on Walnut Street in Philadelphia. In 1971, Ted 

decided to operate the business full-time and moved -===== 
to York, PA. He provided a great service to the hobby 

by the publication of a three-volume pictorial price guide 
of political buttons, updated several times in the intervening years. He 
also published works on all manner of pinback buttons (Santa Claus, 
advertising. cowboy, sports}, radio premiums and cartoon character 
collectibles. These have become standard reference works and have 
gone through numerous re-printings. With a staff of seven, Ted has 
established a steady track record of issuing five catalogs yearly - each 
Installment containing 3,000 items on the average. He has a reputation 
for honesty, fair dealing and scrupulous catalog descriptions. This year, 
he sold his operation to a long-time friend, Stephen Geppi, of Diamond 
Publishing. Geppi's company is a major publisher of comics, as well as a distributor of toys 
and related reference books. Ted also sold his collection of Disneyana - perhaps the premier 
such assemblage in the country. He will continue his involvement in the operation, concen
trating on the unending task of buying the vast amount of collectibles that his loyal clientele 
have come to expect. We hope to see more of Ted at the various regional collector shows. His 
career and personal character continue to serve as a role model for the hobby. 

S chwarz Gallery of Philadelphia recently adver
tised a trompe-l'oeil painting by the master, John 
Frederick Peto (1854-1907) that was made to 
appear as a painting stretcher with a Lincoln 

carte-de-visite and matchstick inserted. Peto typically 
used such bits of ephemera as props for his creations. 
Other popular props included newspaper clippings, 
playbills, tickets, tobacco pouches and currency. This 
art form was particularly popular in America in the late 
19th century, although there appear to be no contem
porary practition
ers. The 8 x 10" 
canvas, dated 
1897, is priced at 
$100,000. You 
can't pull the 
wool over our 
eyes-Peto 
"trompe l'oeils" 
are well-regarded! 

A nother eBay find, selling 
for just $155: this really 
neat ring commemorat

ing the funeral procession in 
Washington, D.C. on April 19, 
1865, a procession that included 
the ceremonial rider-less horse, 
such as the one depicted. Hand
carved from a single piece of 
bone, 1 1/2' 
wide by 5/8" 
high, It was 
asserted by 

co:immmlt' 

the seller this was made as a 
piece used to tighten a scarf. 

I 
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C ohasco of Yonkers, NY had a sale of historical documents in May. There were two Lincoln-related lots which were hyped 
and assigned huge minimum bids - at times, a fatal combination. The first was a letter written by the bartender at the 
Kirkwood Hotel in Washington, DC to Provost Marshal James O'Beirne, July 20, 1865, in the hope of collecting some of 
the reward money offered for the apprehension of the conspirators. Booth and George Azterodt met at this hotel the day 

--

ii before the assassination to compare notes and finalize plans. Azterodt was assigned the task of murdering Vice-President 
Johnson, a guest at the hotel. Azterodt took a room in the hotel and visited the hotel bar around 10 P.M. the night of the assas
sination, grabbing a drink to fortify his resolve for the task, but couldn't get up the courage to go through with it. Around mid
night on April 14th, O'Beirne sent his top detective, John Lee, to the hotel, along with some troops to guard the Vice-President. 

,,, :t~.,~ /,-The bartender, Michael Henry, told Detective Lee about a suspicious man who had taken a room at the hotel the previous day. .....__ ____ ..:.::.:~ 
He took Lee to Azterodt's room which was locked. Breaking the door down. they discovered a capped and loaded revolver, a map of Virginia and a bank 
book showing a credit of $445 to John Wilkes Booth. This evidence was crucial in unraveling the conspiracy and apprehending two of its principals. Henry 
wrote: "Having on or about the 15th of April given information to the detectives then on duty guarding Mr. Johnson's' room, of one suspicious character 
in room 126 of the hotel, which on being searched proved to be Azterodt's, and from the things found In the room he was caught, I would like you to give 
this due consideration and if it is worth anything I hope to receive it...." The seller of this letter asserts that it clarifies the situation surrounding the recov
ery of this crucial and Incriminating evidence and pinpoints the responsible party. Offered with a reserve of $15,000 It failed to sell. The other "Big ticket" 
lot was billed as the "Largest Collection Known of Lincoln Assassination Newspapers." It included fifty-two complete newspapers and newspaper extras, 
each dated April 15, 1865, announcing the assassination of President Lincoln. Most of these papers were from East Coast cities, although some from Ohio, 
Illinois, Wisconsin and California were mixed in. The reserve was $27,500 which averaged out to $580 per issue, with the buyer's premium. This tremen
dous archive also failed to sell. Also offered in the auction, an anti-Lincoln letter written from a key border state, Kentucky, reflects the pervasive feeling 
in such locales at the start of the Civil War. Writing from Owensboro on May 19, 1861, Mr. J. J. Morgan writes: "I do think it awful for white people to 
uphold Old Abe In the curses he has brought upon this heretofore glorious country. They surely will have their portion in the lake that runneth with fire and 
brimstone." ($190.) A signed article by Theodore Roosevelt titled 'Washington-Lincoln" reflects TR's admiration for these two American icons. In full: As 
a people we are indeed beyond measure fortunate in the characters of the two greatest of our public men, Washington and Lincoln. Widely though they 
differed in externals, the Virginia landed gentleman and the Kentucky backwoodsman, they were alike in essentials, they were alike in the great qualities, 
which made each able to do service to his nation and to all mankind such as no other man of his generation could or did render. Each had lofty ideals, but 
each in striving to attain these lofty ideals was guided by the soundest common sense. Each possessed inflexible courage In adversity, and a soul wholly 
unspoiled by prosperity. Each possessed all the gentler virtues, commonly exhibited by good men who lacked rugged strength ot character. Each pos
sessed also all the strong qualities commonly exhibited by those towering masters of mankind who have too often shown themselves devoid of so much 
as the understanding of the words by which we signffy the qualities of duty, of mercy, of devotion to the right, of lofty disinterestedness in battling for the 
good of others. There have been other men as great and other men as good; but in all the history of mankind there are no other two great men as good 
as these, no other two men as great. Widely though the problems of today differ from the problems set for solution to Washington and Lincoln, yet the 
qualities they showed in meeting these problems are exactly the same as those we should show in doing our work today. ($1,265.) 

0 ur friend Wes Cowan continues to put out some mighty fine auctions in Porkopolls (Cincinnati). He has expanded his staff 
and changed the name of the outfit from "C. Wesley Cowan Historic Americana Auction" to "Cowan's Auctions, Inc.", 
reflecting the expanded range of material he now offers. Not to worry, though, as political and historical material still dom

inates. His May sale included a 6th plate dag of John Bingham, a Republican congressman from 1855-63, appointed by Lincoln a 
Judge Advocate in the Union Anny who later helped present the case against the assassination conspirators and participated in the 

Andrew Johnson impeachment case. Not exactly a "household name", but a gentleman who 
played a role in momentous events. No sale (perhaps a little too esoteric!) A Brady CDV of 
associate Alexander Gardner dressed in buckskins, holding a bow and Plains style courting 

flute, was estimated at $3-4,000. Brian 
Riba sold an example ten years ago for $1.900. This one made 
$3, 105. A Lloyd's Political Chart for the Election of 1860, showing 
all the presidential and vice-presidential candidates plus Sam 
Houston, with faults. estimated at $3-5,000 is still looking for 
somebody's wall to hang on. These seem to have been popular 
from 1856 to 1884, going the way of the do-do bird after that. A 
CDV of Lincoln's dog Fido, with backstamp of Tresize's Springfield 
gallery, "fetched" $3,220. Finally, a John Rogers Group, The 

0·•- Counc/1 of War, the suppressed version with Stanton looming 
ominously over Lincoln's shoulder, sold for $2,415. 

N ate Sanders of Los Angeles had a auction of autographs and collectibles in 
April. A "Very Rare John Hay Cigar Box" was offered with a minimum bid 
of $150. It failed to sell - apparently "very rare" does not always translate 
into "very desirable". 
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hristle's June "Printed and Manuscript Americana" sale Included 115 lots of Civil War documents from •' .ii'. fl,..- .. ~- • C 

't--l..c , ....... t ,, .. v 

the late Kantor Epstein's collection, material consigned by his daughter. A great many provocative and 1 • r:.::¥:-.::J:..C:. ~.;=; 
important documents were offered. A 3-page ALS of Salmon Chase as Secretary of the Treasury, Written ~:C. ;:'.'~ :!f,.-:, ,:=;::z :;:::::;;-s 

on May 23, 1863 to General Joseph Hooker, displays both Indiscretion and Insubordination - both qualities which 7-,:~ r, ~--;- ;.;::::-,.;::;::.;...--:-
eventually led to his removal from the Cabinet. In this missive purposely written In •so plain a hand," Chase "',..:.-. &<.,, - .c. -~. -
relates the details of private meetings with President Lincoln and Secretary of War Stanton and coaches the gen- ~~'i.".:~- 7- ~;;;;_ 
eral on how to demand more troops. "[Uncoln/ read to me the lstter you read to me yesterday at camp. I made · '-='• r- •~-=, ____,,... 
of course no allusion to the fact that I had heard it before, but listened attentively. .. Ask the President for a cur- ~ .. ,.~~~-1-. 
renl statement of the troops at Norfolk & Suffolk; at Fortress Monroe and on the peninsula ... make the same .__ ______ ___;_;____, 
inquiries as to the troops before Washington ... Then collect all you need to hold your present position and move on the --------, 
enemy with your main body. .. With the utmost possible celerity and decision.• ($3,100.) An 1859 ALS of Stephen 1·~·1 .. _,_, .. __ 
Douglas, written to NYC Mayor Fernando Wood, declines a personal meeting to "adjust the bal/ance between us" (per- ,q,._, • -~-· 

haps some Tammany graft?) because of the Imminent death of his son: • ... my oldsst son Is at th8 point of death & " _.,,""; :: -::·~ :. 
requesting my immediate return to Washington. I leave In the early train tomorrow morning. I scarcely hope to find him ::. .: ::; : .".::."' 
alive. I will return to this city and arrange our affairs as soon as circumstances will pennn. • Douglas' first wife died in ..,:~ .. _ •·::..-,._ ::·:.. • 
1852. He remarried and lost not just his eldest child but a second son as well. His effort to repeal the Missouri ~ - • - • ~ ---, ~ -".::.:::""~ 
Compromise resulted In the split up of the Democratic Party and he died In 1861 at the age of 48, a broken man. Such ~- ~ ,_ -·.:---~ 
personal loss was common In the 19th century, and was experienced by Franklin Pierce, Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson "',, ., _ ... _ -'-...__;. ~:, ---~ 
Davis, to name a few. ($1,315.) Three items, all related to proposed negotiations between Grant and Robert E. Lee to 
end the conflict, were offered as separate lots. A Letter Signed by CSA General James Longstreet, March 3, 1865, to 
his Union counterpart and friend, Maj. Gen. Ord, refers to a previous correspondence between the two aimed at setting 
up a parlay between Lee and Grant. "I have the honor to transmit a communication from General R. E. Lee, Comm'g 
Armies of the Confederate States, to Lieutenant General Grant. in relation to the interview suggested in our conversa-

~- ~~ ,.,c,..,,..,._-"' 
.-.,,... .c.... ~ 

"'----, _ __.. _ ___._,_..... 
~~~-
-----::-----~ 

tion of the 28th Ult. Should General Grant assent to the proposed meeting, and to the time and place suggested by 1- ..... ~- .,.. " 

General lee, I have the honor to request that you will notify me as speedily as convenient, so that fitting arrangements -1~ , i~ :-;- .. .,.J .. 

~-~ - ---.. ~-,. made be made thereto.· ($13,145.) When President Lincoln got wind of this unauthorized negotiation, he wrote a ·-,,. - ";~.~ 
telegram to Grant which Edwin Stanton signed, setting forth some ground rules. "The Presldent ... wishes you to have no ;- rt-;;..~::.:::-_·~~ 
conference with General Lee unless it be for the capitulation of Gen. Lee's army. .. You are to press to the utmost, your !t-:: • -:- a.,r_-""::::_-:, 
m/litary advantages.· This historic letter made a deserved $4TT,900. The response, an Autographed Draft Telegram ::.:-: ;..~-.:::: •:t'.:' ,-",.: 
Signed ·u. S. Grant" (annotated, marked "Cipher") was sent to Stanton and, by Implication, President Lincoln the next :::,.:: •~~:_ -'--:z.;<;:::,~ . . ...;.. ......... _~-~--day. Grant obviously welcomed an opportunity to end the slaughter, as his excised comments betray - Still he had to :.. _ ~ zc.. _,. - ::; ~ -- ; 
follow his Commander-in-Chief. "I can assure you that no act of the enemy will prevent me prBSSing all advantages to " · - ,t l: .. - - -

------- ..-1,. ... -..c._ . ..,.-the utmost of my ablllty. Neither wl/11 under any circumstances exceed my authority or in any way embarrass the govt. • '- · -... - L 4o 

It was because I had no right to meet Gen. Lee on the subject proposed by him that I referred the matter for instruc-
tions." ($113,525.) A 3 1/4 page legal Manuscript Signed by Charles Matheny as Cieri< of the Sangamon County Court ~ ......... -~ ........................... _, 
on June 10, 1834. consists of transcripts. court filings. writs and summonses In the case of Peter Van Bergsn i W. F. ~"":;;0.;:~ ... 
Berry, A. Lincoln and Wm. Green. This legal case came about as a result of an Investment gone sour on behalf of young ~ 1-;;::,,. ____ .,__. 
Abraham Lincoln. He bought an Interest in a "grocery•· partners With WIiiiam Berry and borrowed money to purchase ·-· -,:;-· ,.k_,.,_.,..._, ;:=.-;:~ Z~ -r;:';, ~--'" ~ the stock of a rival storeowner. Over the next six months, the shop simply "winked out" (in Lincoln's words) and there - - f''"r.-,.,,.,.., ~ ...,..., -·~ 
was no money to make repayment of the debt The defaulters were sued for $500 plus $50 damages and Judgment '::;!7.:-.,t: ... ~;;:_ ~~ 
entered against them when they failed to show up in court. Lincoln later had a second Judgment entered against him .. -::..i:;::.:::;;::-;:, . ...,... 
when his surveying business failed to prosper. Eventually, he was able to discharge all his obligations. ($5,735.) An ::.::~::;:::,."':.t:-.f':.;-,-;;;;::; 
1859 Lincoln ALS directed towards the accounting department of the Burnet House Hotel In Cincinnati. complains ·"£r..:}:3i;:-:?-,2if-J:!. 
about some overcharges on Lincoln's hotel bill, Incurred during a speaking engagement and conference. Specifically, ,=-~· .. ,,,,...7 ..,,---..:,u_,., 
Lincoln objected to a $7.50 charge for "Licker & cigars"when none was consumed: "As to Wine, l/quors & cigars we -t;:·~,,,.-.;.,,r•,;r:::::,•_,,,-
had none-absolutely none•. and $37 for "board & parlor" tor one and one-half days for ·a man, a woman and one ..__ ........ ______ ;,\.,_ ..... .., 
small child. "The put-out politician concludes: "Please look into this. and write me. I can and will pay it If It is right but I do not wish to be 'diddled!' 
Please do what you do generally and no fun about ft. "To the best of our knowledge, this represents the ONLY lime Lincoln ever used the word "diddled I" 
The missive brought $38,240 - not IJXllctly a diddling amount An 1864 ALS of Clara Barton describes a visit to the White House and her Impressions 
of President Lincoln. "The Pres. grows more gaunt, pale, and careworn than ever. I feel badly when I think how much four years have changed him. I 
do not want to think that he could not endure another four years of toll and care like the last ... • ($10,755.) Anally, an 1864 Lincoln ALS to General Grant 
exculpates Secretary of War Stanton from a scheme Lincoln approved without his knowledge; namely, the recruiting of Confederate POWs for use In 
the Union army. Grant wasn't too crazy about the idea, either. • .. ./ did not know. at the time. that you had protested against that class of thing being 
done; and I now say that whlle the particular job must be completed. no other of the sort will be authorized without an understanding from you, If at 
all. The Secretary of War is wholly free of any part in this blunder." SupposedlY, Lincoln was persuaded to approve the plan by Pennsylvania draft agents. 
who wished to satisfy that state's quota by drawing upon POW camps situated In Illinois. Lincoln likely saw some political advantage to be gained In 
the pivotal election state of Pennsylvania, but did not foresee the opposition It would provoke In the military. We also suspect he might have been afraid 
of Stanton and did not wish to cross his irascible Secretary of War. ($65,725.) 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 

R ob Lifson (dba "Robert Edward Auctions") issued his first auction catalog since severing his 
association with Bill Mastro. Rob started out in the business putting out auctions of high-end 
sports material and was actively involved with the dispersal of the famed Barry Halper 
Collection. He returned to his area of expertise with this 800+ lot full color catalog. Two Civil 

War-era items drew our attention. An example of the "The Live Oak Polka", touted as the "earliest and 
without question the most spectacular, of all color baseball sheet music"was offered. It depicts a game 

in progress with the home team being the Live Oak Base Ball Club of Rochester, NY. 
A player stands on a promontory in the foreground (is this guy "on deck?") It 

reminds us of the famous cartoon issued in 1860 by Currier & Ives that shows ----------------• 
all four presidential candidates ( "The National Game. Three 'Outs' and One 
'Run.· Abraham Winning the Ball') and proves that politics was not the only spectator sport In 1860. The ex-Halper Collection 
piece, that had originally sold for $25,300, connectedthis time for $17,250. And, an important "trophy ball" dating from the Civil 
War was offered. These balls were typically accumulated and proudly displayed by the victorious team in custom-designed and 

decorated cases. More often than not, the displays were broken up and the individual balls dispersed. This one marked the first 
match up between two of the major teams of the period. It is inscribed "1864 Sept 20th. Union 26/Resolute 19-9 Innings" (were 

these guys on steroids?) Rob had sold it back in 1995 for $11,000. Someone "one-handed" this one for $14,950. 

W illlam Reese of New Haven. CT offered over 200 items 
related to slavery & abolition in his 231 st catalog (a 
veritable cornucopia of catalogs!). A Harrisburg, PA 

pamphlet from 1863, Report of the Senate Committee Relative to 
the Immigration of Blacks and Mulattoes, is $200. It was issued 
at a time that Pennsylvania politicians were fearful of Black immi
gration into Pennsylvania in the aftermath of the Emancipation 
Proclamation and were considering laws to restrict the expected 
influx. In the end, they avoided the embarrassment of issuing 
anti-Black legislation in the expectation that Blacks would prefer 
the warmer climate of the South if their liberty was protected. (If 
they could see northeast Philly today. they might reconsider.) A 
rare "folio" of 24 chromolithographs by Winslow Homer, each 2 
1/2 x 4", published by Louis Prang in 1864, is $37,500. TIiied 
Life in Camp, these miniatures of the soldier's life were mounted 

Larry Gottheim's "Be-Hold. auction on March 
30th included a rare carte: Planning The 
Capture Of John Wilkes Booth. A CDV by Alex. 

Gardner, published by Philip & Solomons. in the cen
ter is Col. Lafayette C. Baker. chief of Lincoln's Secret 
Service. Standing at left is his cousin Lieutenant 
Luther B. Baker, and at right Lt. Colonel Everton J. 
Conger. This image exists as an albumen print but is 
very rare as a CDV. The Bakers ·rescued" Booth's body 
from the Ironclad Montauk, to have it secretly buried 
in the basement of the Old Penitentiary. It is amazing 
that Gardner could have arranged for these three to 
pose for this photograph. ($965.) 

four to a page, each 6 1/2 x 9", making for a 
total of six leaves. One of the sketches, cap- -;==;:;..,...,.,,.,..--.._ 

A few recent eBay finds to 
report: a GREAT carte with 
detailed legend depicting 
the Radical South Carolina 

tioned "Our Special". is a self-portrait of the 
great artist seated on a cannon barrel, 
sketching away. An 1861 Indianapolis 
imprint describes one of the notorious secret 
societies of the Civil War, all of which were 
viewed as clandestine pro-Southern subver
sives. An Authentic Exposition of the 
'K.G.C. ", 'Knights of the Golden Circle'.· Or, A 
History of Secession from 1834 to 1861. 
Illustrated by a Member of the Order. The cat
alog states: "The Knights were a group of 
southern sympathizers in southern Indiana, a 
region which often seems more southern than northern, who 
were active from prior to the Civil War as a secret society and 
progenitor of the KKK." ($600.) A 24-page speech, Inaugural 
Address of R. J. Walker, Governor of Kansas Territory, Delivered 
in Lecompton, K. T., May 27, 1857, is $2,500. "The territorial 
governor calls on the citizens of Kansas to recognize the call for 
a constitutional convention. 'Kansas should not become a state 
controlled by the treason and fanaticism of abolition.' The Free 
State Party refused to participate In the convention and the pro
slavery Lecompton Constitution was framed, but later failed of 
approval of Congress. Walter resigned as governor in 1857 ." 

Legislature. ''50 of whom are negroes 
or mulattoes and 13white ... ·: $145; a 
pretty, little brass-matted "gem" 
cardboard of the ---
1868 Republican 
team, $390; one of 
the "classic" Booth 

caries, this however not a "boot-leg" but on a mount by the orig
r=--====~ lnal photographer, $760; and a really creepy fisting 

- ''You are bidding on a rare collectable of Lincoln. There were only 
a few of these made and here is one ... Its in 
excellent condition. Abraham Lincoln was the 
16th President and the most endeared. He 
was bom in Kentucky. .. He was elected presi· 
dent In 1860 and was murdered by John 
Wilkes ... (sic) I'm not real sure where he got 
shot but this bust has a hole In the right tem· 
pie area and I believe that is were he was 
shot." A clever but disturbing way to market a 
damaged bust with a hole it ill ($65.) 
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r ,---~ S elling on eBay for $295: a 12 x 20• pho

tograph, in a period frame, showing an 
elder1y couple on either side of a paint

Ing of Lincoln on canvas. This is a remarkable 

U, S.IIHT T he very unusual Grant campaign ribbon pictured at left 1 
was recently listed on eBay by a New Jersey vendor. It •~ ~u • 
sold for $1,358. No one could recall seeing this particu- • • I 
lar variety before (listed, but unpictured in Sullivan-tf'...-.'!1-.. 

Ascher) and it was aggressively pursued Shortly thereafter, ·~~•~ 
another one showed up, this courtesy of a North Carolina dealer. , w, 11 • 1 J 
In slightly Inferior condition, but nice nonetheless, it sold to the 
underbidder of the first specimen for $1,391 Several observa
tions come to mind including: if you miss out on something, you 
sometimes do get a second chancel Occasionally, a piece shows 
up that nobody has ever seen and then another example pops up 
almost immediately. Does this mean that someone has uncovered 
a cache? Not necessarily - only time will tell Despite possible I 

misgivings, the second and third underbidders on the first ribbon were undeterred, 
and went ·at it" again the second time around In all llkelihood, the almost simulta
neous appearance of these two ribbons is a mere coincidence. The other interesting 
aspect is the attribution given to the ribbon by the second vendor. He wrote that the 
ribbon was from the brief, hopeful third-term campaign of 1880. The seller had 
acquired an archive of material that belonged to a man who had attended, as a 
Delegate, the Republican National Conventions of 1880, 1888 and 1912. The group 
included delegate tickets and various ribbons to the 1880 RNC as well as the woven 
Grant ribbon pictured at right This textile leaves little doubt - it is dated 1880 on its 
original packaging. It sold for $406. (The archive also included two black & white rib
bons inscribed "GRANT. Let Us Have Peace" - possibly Sullivan-Fischer USG-30 -
which sold for S168 for the pair.) Even though the rare Grant ribbons under discussion r. 
appear to be from 1868, that date comes into question given the "context" of their 
provenance. Lending credence to the 1880 attribution is the use of the term 
"Statesman" (which would have been premature prior to Grant's election as President) 
and the slogan ·under This Leader All May Unite" (with clasped hands). The 
Republicans of 1868 were not keen on reconciliation with the South and the clasped 
hands was a Democratic symbol during this period - one often associated with Horace 
Greeley (made infamous by his exhortation "Let us clasp hands over the bloody 
chasm!") The ··Let Us Have Peace" ribbons are also examples of pitfalls in dating. At first glance, they 
appear to be memorial Items. Although that slogan was used in 1868, the style and coloration of the 
ribbons are not consistent with this dating. With the provenance m mind, we are forced to abandon 
our initial impression and conclude an 1880 origin. So, provenance is more important in collecting 
politicals than most realize and ... first impressions are not always borne out! As long as Grant ribbons 
are under consideration, this rare Jugate from 1868, black on red. sold for $2.750 in the same month. 

R eddlng Ridge's History Guild (a.k.a .. Curtis Lindner) recently 'thinned the 
herd' by disbursing some caries via an internet auction. One, an exceedingly 
rare CDV of Robert Todd Lincoln. with Brady back imprint. showed President 

Lincoln's eldest son while Robert was a student at Harvard, c. 1862. Robert is shown 
grasping his gloves 1n his left hand, while his beaver top hat (like father like son?) rests 
on the table next to him. A similar example, that with some trim to the mount, came 
to market a couple of years ago and sold for $4,500. With buye(s premium, this made 
$4,100. Another carte to command attention was that of conspirator Lewis Thornton 
Powell by Gardner: Powell. alias Payne, Wood and Hall. ($4.200.) And ... three differ
ent poses of John Wilkes Booth from the same sitting by Fredricks each sold at about 
the $750 level including buyer's premium. 

PBA recently 
sold what 
might be the 
first Civil War 
broadside 
issued in the 
state of Mass. 
A small, 10 x 
12" plea, 
printed on 
yellow paper 
from the town 
of Worcester, 
it impolored 
citizens to 
volunteer to 
help protect 
the Federal 
government. 

Image docu-
menting what 
must have been 
part of an 1860 
campaign banner 
- and, we sus
pect. the original 
owners who had 
supported the 
Rail Splitter those 
many years ago! 

"A fool and his money .. : This absolutely spurious 
campaign flag sold for $1,525 on eBay. If real, 

worth $4,000. Al the price paid, still no bargain! 

WA.NTBD1 
:a.oo 
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With great content, it sold to an "able" bidder for $1,840. 
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More In the Market! 

Julia's of Fairfield, ME held a firearms sale in March. An extremely rare 
"Confederate Indian Treaty Battle Flag" was offered. Measuring 97 x 58", 
the 1st National Design has eleven stars representing the Confederate 

States and five stars (arranged in a "passion cross" design) representing the 
allied Indian nations (Choctaw, Chickasaw, Seminole, Creek and Cherokee). It 
was carried by troops under command of the only Indian CSA General, Stand 

Watie (the last Confederate General to cease hostllites 
and one who never formally surrended). There are 
only three such flags in existence and two are perma
nently housed in museums. An article In the Fort 
Smith Arkansas Times of August 1861 gives some 
background lnformalion: "The Confederate Flag 
Floats Over Our Camp ... Inside the circle the com
missioner has placed four small red stars forming the 
four extremities of a passion cross-for the four 
nations, the Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, Seminole in 
token that these Christian tribes of 'Redmen' are 
encircled by our protection and are with and of us. 

When, if ever we deem fit to treat with the Cherokees, a fifth star will form the 
center of the cross ... " It sold for slightly less than estimate ... $52,650. 

A few internet Items: 
a rare carte of the 
cabin that was bu ill 

to replace Grant's tent at 
army headquarters at City 
Point, VA, during the siege of 
Petersburg. That cabin was 
later moved to a Philadelphia 

park then moved back to City Point. (The one that Grant himself 
built, known as "Hardscrabble.' is a two-story 

cabin preserved at the 
Busch beer-barons' 

family estate, "Grant's 
Farm', In St. Louis 
County, MO; an 
unusual, large, hol
low Wilson plaque 

with Lincoln quote, 
$200; a gorgeous 

Mary Lincoln CDV, $400. 

W e get several catalogs listing rare books and imprints. While many of the offerings seem somewhat esoteric, in our opinion, it Is equally appar
ent that the proprietors/catalogers are extremely well-versed in their subjects. Even if one does not make a purchase, reading the entries can 
be quite educational. David G. Siegel of Providence, RI Issues such catalogs under the title M & S Rare Books. Inc. A membership certificate 

in the "Central American Colonization Society" was printed in San Francisco by Valentine & Co. and is priced at $1,250. This society was organized 
December 12, 1865 and the certificate dated March 1, 1866. Dave opines that the society was for unrepentant Confederates who wished to emigrate from 
this country following the War (shades of "The Boys From Brazil"). A bound volume of 44 pieces of Confederate sheet music, mostly published by 
Blackmar or Dunn & Shelby, is $6,500. Such items are chronicled in Harwell's Confederate Music which states: "The musical history of the South nel-I 
!her began nor ended with the Confederacy, but music publishing in the South reached a height during the years of the war that it achieved neither before 
nor after." A Washington Chronicle Extra dated May 14th 1865 exclaims in its headline: • Jeff. Davis Captured!" The event had taken place four days pre
viously in lrwinsville, GA and the news sent via the A. & G.W, Telegraph Line to Washington - rather belatedly. it seems. ($1,750.) A similar Chronicle 
Extra from April 7, 1865 details the events preceding Lee's Surrender at Appomattox. "The following dispatch has just been received: Lt. Gen'I Grant...'I 
have the honor to report that the enemy made a stand at the junction of the Burkesville Station Road ... Up to this lime we have captured Gen'ls Ewell, 
Kesshall, Button, Coarse, DeBarry and Curtiss, several thousand prisoners ... " Philip Sheridan is then quoted: "I think Lee will surrender" followed by 
"Lee's Whole Army has surrendered." ($2,500.) In the Civil War and antebellum period, many religious leaders attempted to justify slavery on the basis 
of scripture. It is quite unusual to find a rabbi doing so, especially a Northern one. Rabbi M. J. Raphall did so in a 41-page booklet titled Bible View of 
Slavery. A Discourse, Delivered at the Jewish Synagogue 'B'nai Jeshurum· New York. Sermons such as this threatened to give the impression that 
American Jews as a class were pro-slavery. Rabbis and Jewish laymen alike emphatically controverted his views. ($850.) Two items related to the post
war political aspirations of George Armstrong Custer were offered. Like George Patton following World War One, George Custer felt his military career 
was over and floundered about for something to do. He went to Washington in July 1866 and applied for the job of Inspector General of the U.S. Cavalry. 
He did accept a commission as lieutenant colonel in the 7th Cavalry, but hoped to use it as a stepping stone for something better. Although many of his 
best friends and supporters were Radical Republicans, Custer was against Negro suffrage and was an advocate of President Johnson's Reconstruction 
policy. He attended National Union Party conventions in Detroit and Philadelphia in early August 1866. At the Philadelphia affair, it was falsely reported 
that Confederate Col. J. S. Mosby was among the delegates. Custer and live others signed their names to a call for ail ex-soldiers and sailors to attend 
a grand rally in Cleveland on September 17, the anniversary of McClellan's victory at Antietam. A 9 x 211/2" broadside was issued to announce this con· 
venlion. At this time, Custer also wrote directly to President Johnson, applying for a colonelcy, even of infantry, as long as he commanded only White 
troops. Johnson invited Custer and his wife to join him in his "swing around the circle" tour, ostensibly to lay a cornerstone for a monument to Stephen 
A. Douglas in Chicago and visit Lincoln's tomb in Springfield. The touring party was well-received in the East, but not so in the mid-West, home-base of 
the Radicals. Johnson was especially mistreated in Custer's home town of Cadiz, OH, prompting Custer to never return there. Custer did go on to attend 
the Cleveland convention which, like the Fremont nominating convention in 1864, was poorly attended. Klan founder Nathan Bedford Forrest was among 
several former Rebels who sent a dispatch to the convention expressing support and willingness to abide by any rules of reconstruction laid down for 
them by the "soldiers of the Union." The smear campaign then "ratcheted-up" and Custer was falsely accused of introducing Forrest In person to the 
assembled delegates. The Cleveland Leader issued an Extra criticizing Custer's testimony before the Reconstruction Committee of Congress. This 
prompted the publication of a second 9 1/2 x 26" broadside-the second item in this lot: Plain Dealer-Extra. Custer's Reply to the Atrocious Attempts of 
the Corrupt or Insane Radical Press to Pervert His Testimony. The Cleveland Convention issued a famous "round robin" letter criticizing Secretary 
Stanton, but Custer did not sign it. He and Libby had had enough of politics. He traveled to his posting in Fort Riley, KS a month later. On June 29, 1869, 
he applied through Gen. Sherman to President Grant for an appointment as Commandant of West Point. Grant, who did not like Custer, denied the 
appointment and kept Custer at a distance amongst the Indians in the politically remote West. The pair of broadsides are $15,000. 
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S ometimes, Lincolniana can be sourced in quite unusual 
venues. Arte Primitivo Is a Manhattan gallery that 
specializes In antiquities... ranging from pre
Columbian figurines to ancient Egyptian 

mummy beads. There would be NO reason whatsoev
er to suspect finding any Lincoln material in any of 
their catalogs - not since the father of the gallery's 
owner sold his collection more than fifteen years ago 
- but... a little "house cleaning" was accomplished 
with the inclusion of a few items that had been "hang
ing around." The classic Middleton chromolithograph 
was found sandwiched between lots of tribal masks and 
fertility statuettes. Someone got a bargain ... the desirable 
piece, this example with an 1864 
date on verso, sold for just 
$325! What does this prove? 
Less on searching out EVERY 
auction on the planet in the hope 
of finding something and more 
on the power of serendipity! 

S wann Galleries' April auction included an 1872 check signed by Jefferson 
Davis, drawn on the •union & Planter's Bank" of Memphis (formerly the 
·confederacy & Planter's Bank"), which made a reasonable $1,100. An auto
graphed albumen of George Armstrong Custer on a pint-sized steed, taken 

by Timothy O'Sullivan at Pleasanton's Headquarters In 1863, but on a Gardner mount 
(both working for Mathew Brady during the War}, sold for 
$16,100. It was estimated at $7,000-10,000 and was part of 
an eleven-lot consignment of Custer material from a coffee-

I 
tor's estate. An 1852 ALS of William Seward comments on 
a German language book on slavery written by Frederich 
Kapp. " ... You have indeed done a needful and just work for 
our Country and for Humanity by presenting in the German 
language a statement clear calm and truthful of the case of 
slavery as it exists in the United States. The immigrants 
from Europe who read the German language are becoming 
the chief colonists of the new regions of the United States 
which are being speedily settled and are seen to become the 

seat of great states. I should quite despond of the great effort to save those vast 
regions from the blight of slavery if I had not hope that those who are to inhabit them 
and form their institutions would be astute enough to understand their own true 
interests which are so exactly identical with those of the Country and of mankind .. • 
This concern would come to a head during "Bleeding Kansas· 4-5 years later. (SSOO.) 
Talking about impending crises, an 1860 ALS by James Buchanan discusses the 
spectre of war and naval blockades. " ... War is a dreadful ca/amity-shocking to 
humanity & ought to be avoided by all honorable means; but whilst mankind contin
ue in their present State, it will sometimes be inevitable.· ($4, 140.) 

S mythe's autograph auction at the start of the 
summer was hosted In their new Rector 
Street Gallery in lower Manhattan. Offered in 
the sale: a delivery copy of a telegram sent 

by "Thos. P. Green, Capt. Comdg Forces at N.O." 
on May 3, 1865 warns "Lieutenant Commander E. 
C. Grafton, U.S.N. Comdg. at Mouth of Red River" 
of Jeff Davis' whereabouts: "News has been 
received that Jeff Davis is about to cross the 
Mississippi. You will take all possible precautions 
to prevent his escape." Reminiscent of the 0. J. 
"Ford Bronco" chase, this souvenir sold for $490. 
A check signed by U.S. Grant in 1867, payable to 
"Capt W F. Johnson, C.S." was estimated at 
$1.500 and failed to sell. We find it of interest that 

two years after the end of the War, 
____ .._..,....'"""",,...,,.'I former Rebel officers were still being 

' addressed with the "C.S." 
appendage. A Manuscript Letter 
Signed • Abraham Lincoln" autho
rized an assistant to "discharge the 
duties of Secretary of the Treasury 
during the absence of Salmon P. 
Chase from Washington." It is mind 

I 
boggling to think that Lincoln had to 

( sign one of these forms every time a 
~ maior government official took a 

i--- leave of absence. Estimated at 
I S11,500, it, too, failed to attract a buyer. Finally, 

some good 
news. A heavily 
annotated, five
page typed 
manuscript of 
Theodore 

Roosevelt's 1912 autobiography was offered. II 
discusses his parents and recollections of the Civil 
War. "My mother, Martha Bullock, was a sweet, 
gracious, beautiful Southern woman, a delightful 
companion and beloved by everybody. She was 
entirely 'unreconstructed' to the day of her 
death ... My father Theodore Roosevelt was the 
best man I ever knew... with great love and 
patience ... he combined Insistence on discipline. 
He never physically punished me but once, but 
was the only man of whom I was ever really 

afraid ... Towards the close 

:;:;;~~~;:::::;;;;;::;;;r:;:::::::::=---::.:_:.,:_:_~=:;----::::.. ........ ---1-------7 of the Civil War ... I grew to 
1 have a partial but alert 

In Augsut, Baltimore Books sold 
an example of the classic "Lincoln 
in the Field" photo by Brady, on 
Gardner's titled board, $6,300. 

.J,.;.f!:: understanding of the fact . _..,._ 
that the family were not 

..;.., . ~..,_ one In their views about 
·-Z~ .....-r .!;;- ~- ';;:::-, \ that conflict, my father 

...... """'Z: ..... M ~ .. .,.., - being a strong Lincoln 
-7 '"":" • • ,l._.f- " 
71:;l..-fP'" - ~i- Republican... $3,450. 
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A lexander Autographs of Greenwich, CT held a two-part auction in April that included a 4-page ..... 4--= -r I- oa...., •-~ 1...,../ ••• 
,e;;,,.. 7~ .... 

William Tecumseh Sherman ALS, written from St. Louis in 1876 to "Kill-Cavalry" Kirkpatrick, ;:,'i.~ ., __ ., --"?· /, __ ,c,~ • 
explaining the circumstances Involved with the surrender of Joe Johnston's Rebel forces and the r--L-r...._ --- ✓7..,,. /- f ....,_ .,:__._ 

. •}-,'-l..,L~.;-LL,____r ,.__ __/ 

concomitant controversy over the surrender terms, subsequently overruled by Stanton and the War . .., "".,...___ .....,.,...:;... ""-• -,-
--~ -✓ ~ .. - ,t;,--~ L--..r,t.: .,.._._ .t-?.,-< 

Department: " ... they all heartily approved. There was no concealment & several copies were handed about. _ ·-;r_·y,._/_ A;:- = ..1 +- _-,,__ ··-
All were relieved because they hated to turn back to pursue ... the fragments of Johnston's army toward - -!:-=· --;:7.--;z-~•""' fr: "--~ •'-

~~ .iJ. .,, ~ ... -~-
Georgia ... Not only did Ream and Logan approve but they urged immediate acceptance of Johnston's terms ~ !~.: t7-: . . ~ 
without reference to Washington ... Stick to your own memory ... now that Belknap has gone up. or 1:2:>!!...-
down, he carries Wilson and Boynton along, tor they were his tools. They will now chirp like Irish mon- T"'~:~ - -<;:;1--~---· t 
keys ... These fellows had the aid, assistance & endorsement of the War Office, those of great -- -~~~------:'.?~ 
~height-but no~ sod/al/en as to beco"!e an object odf_scom &dp

I
ity. •• "Aft_er ~e War, Sherfman wa~ notha ~-~-·_:_·_-; ___ =_··._.,..,.:::·-:-;If..-_~--:_~ ------,.:-:.:.-

appy camper an spent much of his time on the mner an ecture circuit, as well as requentmg t e - _ . .:-_-::.:.-...=:~::--
Broadway theatre. ($2,860.) A two-page. heavily annotated TLS of Theodore Roosevelt, written in 1911, - -e::->--~"~ -:-..:~-z.:._ 
answers some criticisms of an article he wrote concerning the tendency of courts to make rulings based :::.- ----- __ : ✓-;;.,~};-~~ 
on popular opinion rather than the Constitution. In it, he quotes his idol, Abraham Lincoln, ": •• It the pol- ,._...,.,:_=-·~.=::___~--=---:_~.-:_:: __ -_=_ .. ~_---=--·-_:::~~-::~.-.=.~··."-_ :z:,, __ ·:._.~~ .. -~-1: 
Icy of the government, upon vital questions affecting a whole people is to be Irrevocably fixed by deci- __ -~_:....,.. __ - --· 
slons of the 'Cour11 ... the people will have ceased to be their own rulers ... '' This Issue remains topical ___ -~·i::_;;~ 

I' ----·•••---:;-,..._ ~~=-
CIOSe to 150 years later! ($3,080). A small broadside from 1864 issues a "Call for a Union Convention" ---..=~:.;~•-· _c. "'r- .,.,,;-...= 

of War Democrats: " ... the Union Democratic Party is made up of loyal men from the Bell, Breckinridge cw. roa 1 1111181 COIVIITIOI. 

and Douglas Parties, and had its origin since the last National Conventions ... " This convention would ~=.:.:~.:::.,::: ... ::;.:.'.:::-'::'.!" •... ~:.=~~.:: 
determine ": .. whether they desire the delegates of the State to represent them in the Democratic :::-~-=::;::---:&"=.~-::!-t-::;:".:::::2r:,1; 
Convention ... in Chicago ... or Union Convention ... at Baltimore." ($660.) A hand-written diary from 1864 had I :-..:Sr.:=.:.::.':::;'.'.::".::::;:.:=:-;:;::::.=--
several entries deal!ng with Lincoln: " ... kicked football at P.M .... I ~ent down to a Union meeting at the Union ~:i§:::1::-5.f.::----;~.S=-:-'2 
Club ... went to Faniel Hall and heard Edward Everet speak ... Election Dayl!I went down to the polls at P.M. [ =-~:?.E:~.:-:.~.'..?:E:.E:::: 
Cambridge gave over 1200 majority for Lincoln ... "' $90. A lot of abolition newspapers included two copies _ ·-•·-~---·---•L••·--
of The Liberator and one copy of Frederick Douglass' Paper (successor to The North Stal). The May 1860 
issue of the latter comments on the nomination of Abraham Lincoln for president, and has some humorous, yet peculiar comments regarding his first name. 
" ... we can hardly bring up our faith to the point of believing that a man with such a name can be President. We are sorry for Mr. Lincoln, and tender him our 
heartfelt sympathy. Already they speak of him as 'Old Abe.' It is too bad. Think of it! President ABE!!! If it were not for that terrible name, we might take the 
stump for him!" We can only imagine what the editors said when Lincoln grew a beard, thereby completing the ghastly Image! $605. 

Steven Raab's latest fixed-price list ottered an Ambrose Burnside ALS to General Orlando Wilcox, August 12, 1864, 
on Ninth Army Corps letterhead, acknowledging expressions of sympathy after Burnside's dismissal following the 
disaster at the Battle of the Crater:" Your kind note with 'drop of comfort' are most acceptable ... " ($1,995.) A John 

Brown Signed check, Cabotville [Chicopee, MAJ. February 5, 1849, is priced at $2,995. The check was made out in the 
unusually large sum of $5,000, and may have represented the "closing out" of Brown's wool business. After a string of 
business failures, Brown took up Gerri! Smith's otter to settle in North Elba, NY. a farming community populated with free 

,11.i:ov.:, ....... ,, ... ; Blacks. Brown thereafter concentrated on abolition activities and was 
lu'.:-:-::--:---:c - '" financed in these efforts by Smith. A military commission signed by r.. ... _ • .,_, 

• ,. • • ,, u,.,... Edwin Stanton and Abraham Lincoln, February 5, 1862, appoints George 
., • .,,,um •·~,... Washington Vanderbilt as 1st Lieutenant, 10th Regiment, U.S. Infantry. G. 

1w.....,..,;..~====~====· ="=-.J W. Vanderbilt was the favored son of the ''Commodore", Cornelius 
Vanderbilt, the richest man in America. He stood to inherit the entire family fortune and business, over the interest of sib
lings William and Cornelius Jeremiah. Unfortunately, he died In France on New Year's Day 1864, recuperating from 
wounds and illnesses incurred at the Battle of Corinth. His older brother inherited the "whole ball of wax" and doubled 
the family wealth to an unprecedented $210 million. He is famous for the quote "The public be damned" and was the 

,~-------~ original "robber baron." Had younger brother "G.W." not served in the army, America's 
industrial history might have been quite different. ($15,900.) Finally, an Abraham Lincoln 
ALS, March 24. 1863, addressed to Sec. of War Stanton, asks for a cushy appointment for 
the son of George C. Bestor, as the son was in poor health, yet wished to remain in the army. 
"I do not know the young man. George C. Bestor. the father, Is a highly valued friend of mine, 
whom I have appointed Post Master at Peoria, Ills.· Bestor had served three terms as mayor 
of Peoria in the 1840s, was president of a local railroad, was a personal friend of Lincoln's 
idol, Henry Clay, and voted for Lincoln for Senator in 1858 in his capacity as Illinois State 
Senator. It was quite unusual for Lincoln to refer to anyone as a "highly valued friend." 
Indeed. the question of Lincoln's friendships, or lack of same, is explored extensively in 
David Donald's new book We Are Lincoln Men-Abraham Lincoln and His Friends. The note 
is ottered together with the original recommendation letter from young Bestor's colonel. By 
the way, "Old Mars" was not impressed - he put the "kaibosh" on Lincoln's request. 

This sar
castic 
attack on 

Grant In 
the form of a 

token is the first 
example we've seen, $185 on 
eBay. Also, selling for $686 with 
the bidder 1.0. kept "Private," 
this relic listed as Lincoln's 
"personal 1832 powder horn as 
Illinois Volunteers Capt. from 
the Black Hawk War.'' No com
ment necessary on this one! 
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T he Raynor's "Limited Edition" auction this past June included two broadsides related to the Secession Crisis In 
Virginia and conventions held in that state prior to its decision to withdraw from the Union. A 6 x 12" broadside 
titled "To The Southern Rights Men of Harrison County" was issued after the attack on Fort Sumter and Lincoln's 
call for 75,000 troops. "War is upon us! A most tearful, terrible and devastating war has been inaugurated by 

the present administration, it has been forced upon the people of the South, and the proclamation of Lincoln calling for 
75,000 men, to carry out the Infamous behests of the North, to murder citizens of our sister Southern States, is pub
lished in our midst, and Virginia is called upon to furnish her quota of men, and means for the slaughter of those who 
know their rights, and dare maintain them ... This dark and bloody drama which Abraham Lincoln is desiring to open 
up before the country the people of Virginia by PROMPT ACTION, may avert: we Invite you to meet with us in solemn 
assembly ... " Quite a neat item, we think! Surely, Lincoln knew that no Southern states would comply with his request 
for troops to put down the rebellion. Virginia did formally secede on May 23rd, but this outcome was a foregone con
clusion after Sumter. $2,530. A similar broadside, measuring 9 x 11", is dated January 31st 1861 and questions the 
resolutions which preceded the nomination of two individuals as delegates to a Secession convention. The Sheriff of 
Harrison County, Virginia, relates a conversation with one of the nominees who admitted that his implied endorsement 
of the resolutions (likely pro-Union) would "be the means of beating him" and that he "was sorry he went into it." 
Curiously, the Sheriff's name was James Monroe and It is unstated whether he was a relation of our 5th President, also 
a Virginia native. $460. A carte-de-visite of General Edward Ord, his wife and child (with Anthony credit and backmark) 
shows the three seated on a porch with the Appomattox Surrender Table in the background. General and Mrs. Ord 
accompanied the Lincolns on their tour of Richmond, after the city fell into Union hands. It was on this occa
sion that Mary Todd threw one of her famous tantrums, directed at Mrs. Ord, whom she accused of flirting 
with the President and not showing proper deference by riding ahead of Mrs. Lincoln, rather than behind her. 
It was perhaps because of this that the three Ords appear so glum in this image. $865. A letter written by a , 
Lincoln opponent in Dubuque to a friend In Mississippi on February 27, 1861, castigates the President-elect I 
on his clandestine passage through Baltimore and his decision to grew a beard at the behest of Grace Bedell. 
"There is but one theme here. Lincoln what a pusillanimous spirit he concede by flaying through Baltimore & 
stealthily. He said he was public property now and would Ignore all ease-yet at the shadow of danger he flies. 
His is to be the kissing administration. He smacks his lips and lets Seward do the gasing for him. Seward the I 
dictator is about shoving off into chaotic abyss Horace Greely and his ilk. Did you see a record of the inter
view at Silver Creek between Miss Mary Bedell & Lincoln. She had written to him advising him to wear 

ft'l'IIE I 

181.'"TIIEIC'r aHIIITII t., 

whiskers. He had never in his Ille worn them; but acting on her suggestion he permitted them to grow. He ~=~:::::::::::_...:::=.~==~~~~ 
called out to her to judge for herself whether there was any improvement. She cam forth shook hands & he kissed her ... I do still hope that the Lincoln 
administration may lower their platform; make such concessions as will satisfy the South ... " Certainly not the most articulate letter, but we get the Idea! 
The writer even included a piece of his handiwork with this missive-a homemade silk flag (1 1/4" square) inscribed "Three Groans for Lincoln!" If this 
flag had been found by itself, there no doubt would be plenty of "Doubting Thomas" collectors. The accompanying letter leaves no doubt as to its authen
ticity. Again, another remarkable survivor of the period! $920. In H.C.A.'s May auction, we found a 7 x 9 1/2" hand-colored woodcut which shows a 
caricature of a half-White, half-Black abolitionist. The verse indicates a date of 1865. "Whew! don't you know that you're played out? That your occu
pation's gone? Why do you make such a fuss about That poor old well-pick'd bone? Or are you lost, so far corrupted, You can't improve 'till re-con
structed?" ($185.) We have seen many framed, floral memorials for Lincoln, but never one for Jeff Davis. A "funerary diorama" with Davis CDV, crossed 
North Carolina and CSA flags, and fabric flowers, was described as a memento commemorating the passage of Davis' funeral bier from Raleigh to 
Richmond in 1893. ($315.) Finally, a piece of Ulysses Grant's lead coffin, housed in a ambrotype case, included an identifying note. "Piece of the Lead 

---~ or inner coffin of Gen. Grant. Present by S. to T., the maker of the Lead Casket. Oct. 1885.'' This creepy collectible 
------ -----~ "died" and could not find a buyer . 
• 
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S tack's of NYC continues to make history in the sale of the John J. Ford, Jr. Collection. The second and ~ ft 
third installments came out in May, with American currency, colonial coins and tokens, U.S. territorial ~,.a, 
gold coins, assay ingots. and an unbelievable selection of Washingtonia. Future sales will feature Indian !!;;;:~~~!!;;~~~!! iiii::1:~W.~:I 

Peace medals, and political ferros ("Bring in the ferrotypesl I"). An example of Betz #282, a 25 mm. white 
metal token issued at the start of the Civil War, is apparently only the fourth example to appear at auction In 
modern times. Presaging the Washington pieces that were issued at the close of the War, it shows 
Washington with the inscription "The Founder of Our Union 1776." The reverse is inscribed with a sentiment 
that Lincoln surely agreed with: "A Decisive War Only Can Restore Peace and Prosperity 1861." It went for 

~-i,i;:-...., $485. An uncut sheet of Lincoln fractional currency rFourth Issue 50 cent Fr. 1374 
Lincoln") is one of four different uncut sheets in the Ford Collection, each unique. 

In September, Scott Winslow sold 
a particularly nice example (wide 
margins!) of the classic Currier 

& Ives Grand National Banner. this 
campaign print for the Douglas and 
Johnson ticket. $4,750 plus buyer's. 

The Stack Boys say this is the "key sheet" of the series. It went a "Tad" above its 
face value of $6, selling for $44,850. An uncut vertical pair of Grant & Sherman 
15-cent fractional notes, not quite as imposing, also was offered. Described as 
"unlisted in the Encyclopedia" (so am I!) and a "Specimen Face" (guess that 

means the back is not shown), it sold for a more "a-FORD-able" $5,750. 

'I'. 

E 
arly American History's June 
sale included several noteworthy lots. A clipped signature of John Brown 
("Very Respectfully Your Friend John Brown) sold for $1,495. A 10-page 
manuscript of a circa 1860 anti-secession speech by an unknown U.S. 

Senator was estimated at $2,000-3.000. "There are not a few. both in the North & 
the South, who deceive themselves, or who attempt to deceive others, with the idea that Secession and Peace are not 
incompatible. It is of infinite importance that this illusion should be dispelled ... This terrible fact that Secession is War, 
sooner or later, must not be for an instant forgotten ... " (No takers.) An autograph album leaf with signatures of Lincoln 
& Hamlin and cities of residence was a real neat item. Some eager Lincoln fan acquired this souvenir for $3,450. A 6 

1/4 x 4" invitation for a July 4, 1861 "Anniversary Ball'' in Abingdon, VA was printed in blue ink on fancy embossed paper. 
Apparently, the 4th of July was still celebrated in the Confederate States, although in a different context. This is the first such 
"patriotic" Fourth of July piece we have seen originating from the South. $345. A pasteboard ticket to Ford's Theatre In 
Washington, DC, issued two years prior to Lincoln's assassination (April 14, 1863) was used to gain admittance to a perfor
mance of "The Broker of Bogota" with Edwin Forrest The orange ducat with images of three silver coins changed hands for 
$1,020. April's auction. enhanced by color, centerfold photos, featured a 32 x 22" chromolithograph published by M. H. Traubel 
of Philadelphia in 1862 with interior and exterior views of the "Cooper Shop. Volunteer Refreshment Saloon, The First Opened 
for Union Volunteers." This scarce print Included a list of the committee members with brown, orange, blue and green the pre
dominant colors. There were no "contributors" on hand and the item failed to sell. Flnally, a post-War manuscript oath of alle
giance was "noteworthy" because of the reference to the Emancipation Proclamation. The signer (marking his name with an 
"x") agreed to: "faithfully support, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States and the Union of the States there
under; and that I will in like manner abide by and faithfully support all laws & proclamations having reference to the emanci
pation of slaves which have been made during the existing rebellion, so help me God." This oath was redeemed for $545. 

Selling for $550 on eBay, an ALS to SC Gov. Pickens from ·samuel Tromore Capt. of the Palmetto Guards', Newark, NJ, April 2nd 1861: "Sir. I have 
understood that you want about 1000 men to come down to South Carolina and join the army now stationed there, if such is the case I would like to 
know, as I have about 150 men under my command, that have become disgusted with affairs here In New Jersey, and would like to get out of this place 
as soon as possible. If our services would be acceptable, we shall come down to South Carolina and seek you out at once. I will give you an account of 
our proceedings here and how our company began to form. In the first place Abe Lincolns election was received by us with disgust. We immediately 
resolved to hold secret meetings here in Newark to see what we could do in regard to helping our Southern Brethren in case they should secede. The cri
sis has now come . If it is true that you need the services of our men we shall come down to at the first word that you send. As our organization has been 
kept secret for so long, and we are afraid that we cannot do so any ( ·do so any' struck out) keep it so much longer. I would like for you to write at once 
telling me if it is the truth, that I have heard, and if so as what time we can start for to come to you, that is if our services are wanted. We all believe that 
our Southern Brethren are right in the course they are pursuing ... " We can only assume not everyone from the Garden State shared such sentiments! 
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''THE 

LINCOLNPHILE" 

Mario M. Cuomo. Why Lincoln 
Matters Today More Than 
Ever. Orlando, FL, Harcourt, 
Inc., 183 pps., 2004, $24. 

There appears to be no original 
research contained in this volume. No 
doubt, Cuomo is well-read on his subject, 
having been a student of Lincoln for thir
ty years. Accordingly, he uses statements 
and quotes from various Lincoln scholars 
whose works he has relied on. The pitfall 
in this is that the research quoted may be 
inaccurate. An example is the reference to 
a fifty-year old work by Robert V. Bruce 

I
n time for the presidential election, which discounts the effect of new tech-
former New York Governor Mario nology in weaponry for the Union cause. 
Cuomo has written a slim volume The concept of trying to apply 
combining his interest in politics and Lincoln's ideas to current events is iU-con-
Lincoln. The gifted speaker has writ- ceived and therefore the book has little to 
ten eight other books, including one commend itself. Quotes are constantly 

other on Lincoln titled Lincoln on taken out of context. For example, 
Democracy which has been translated Lincoln's refusal to go to war with Britain 
into several languages. over the "Trent" affair is compared to 

The subject of this work is Cuomo's Bush starting a second war in Iraq before 
view on the issues involved in the current the war in Afghanistan was concluded 
presidential canvass and how Lincoln's (the conclusion being that Lincoln would 
views relate to them. The author summa- have not approved of Bush's actions). 
rizes his goal in the book's acknowledg- The circumstances of the two situations 
ments: "This book grew out a lifelong are not that similar. Likewise, Lincoln's 
interest in Abraham Lincoln and a grow- criticisms of the Mexican War are used to 
ing concern that America's leaders are in demonstrate the folly of Bush's war in 
danger o[ ignoring Lincoln's valuable and Iraq. While this comparison has some rel-
timeless lessons about government, evance, it fails to recognize that the 
opportunity, equality, and this nation's Mexican War was correctly seen by the 
role as an object lesson for the world." opposition as a land grab, pure & simple. 

The beginning of the study details It also demonstrates another faillng of the 
the attraction for American presidents of book-namely, Lincoln's capacity for 
Lincoln's words ("Lincoln as Political change. Quotes going as far back as 1838 
Scripture'} The following are used. How does one 
section serves as a plat- know that Lincoln's posi-
form for Cuomo's views of tion remained constant 
current affairs. The balance over time? In many cases, it 
consists of a quotation- didn't and one must sus-
filled essay on Lincoln's pect that the quotations 
views as they relate to key were selected to support 
issues of today. Finally, the the argument, without 
author puts himself in regard to their constancy. 
Lincoln's shoes and writes In that regard, it must 
a "State of the Union" mes- be pointed out that the 
sage for 2004 that Lincoln author FAfLS TO FSTABLISH 
might have delivered if he RELEVANCY ON A CONSIS-
were still alive. TENT BASIS. And, given the 

Cuomo avoids the dubious nature of the pro-
temptation to debate the ject, establishing such rele-
issue of whether Lincoln =========== vancy is most likely an 
would declare himself a Republican or a impossible task. 
Democrat if still alive. Both parties have It appears that the author wanted pri-
clairned him as one of their own, but the marily to expound upon his points of 
parties of today have little connection view, thereby subjectifying those of 
with the Republican party of 1860. He also Lincoln. He tries to paint a rosy picture of 
avoids unqualified adulation, taking issue Lincoln as a champion of internal 
with Lincoln on his suppression of consti- improvements (corresponding to a mod-
tutional rights during the War. em politician appropriating funds for 

infrastructure). Lincoln's advocacy of this 
mirrored the Whig platform of Henry Clay 
and constituted pork barrel politics at its 
worse. The Sangamon River project that 
Lincoln pushed through the State 
Legislature nearly bankrupted the state 
and was one of the biggest mistakes of 
Lincoln's early career. Knowing the facts, 
one might surmise that Lincoln would be 
cautious In advocating such federal pro
jects in today's world, but Cuomo con
cludes the contrary because it supports 
his thesis. Cuomo also ignores the facts 
when asserting Lincoln's belie.I in equality 
for African Americans. He does give some 
accurate background information in the 
chapter on race, but incorrectly con
cludes that Lincoln advocated full social 
and political equality between the races. 
Although his position matured over the 
course of his presidency, Lincoln only 
advocated emancipation and economic 
equality. He never favored Blacks holding 
elective office nor universal suffrage, 
although the logic of his beliefs no doubt 
would have compelled him to support the 
15th Amendment, had he lived. 

One can't help get the feeling that the 
author is primarily interested in express
ing his own political viewpoint. He men
tions the 5-to-4 decision in Bush v. Gore 
four different times-obviously a sore 
point with him, but Inconsistent with 
Lincoln's view that the results of elections 
properly and legally held should be 
respected, even by those who don't like 
the result. He also repeats quotations 
and statements, an indication that the 
''substance is wearing thin." He asserts 
that Lincoln is one of President Bush's 
idols, although it is quite apparent that 
Bush's "role model" is Ronald Reagan. 
Finally, his expressed goal of current 
political leaders paying more attention to 
the wisdom of Lincoln seems superflu
ous. Lincoln doesn't need any help in that 
department. His words will always be 
well-regarded and quoted by leading 
politicians. At this year's Democratic 
National Convention, the point was 
proven when John Kerry quoted Lincoln 
in his acceptance speech. There will no 
doubt be more examples in the months to 
come. Whether the politicians who quote 
Lincoln will act according to bis precepts, 
though, remains to be seen. 

+++ 
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Rail Splinters 
~ This issue's "In the Marketplace" relates the sale on 
~ eBay of "questionable" Lincoln campaign flags. These 
are vintage, period flags inscribed "Lincoln and Union" in black, 
stenciled letters. Two different examples sold at levels obvious
ly well below "fair market" if they were considered authentic by 
seasoned collectors. A third example has "popped up" and is 
being offered as an authentic campaign flag from 1864. These 
flags were unknown until this year and, all of a sudden, three 
examples have appeared. Add to the mix a Long Island vendor, 
"usflagsl I", who runs an internet business dealing primarily in 
reproductions of political and military flags. Most are offered on 
a "Buy It Now" basis for $ I 9 apiece, obviously being sold as 
reproductions - even though they are not marked as same and, 
as a consequence, are in violation of a Federal law, the "Hobby 
Protection Act." The newest variety to be added to this seller's 
inventory is a 10 x 12" Lincoln and Johnson flag with the word 
"FREE" in the canton, composed of stars. The original flag is pic
tured on the eBay listing so potential buyers can compare the 
quality of the reproduction with the original. The problem is that 
the original is in the collection of Rail Splitter Dave Frent and was 
pictured in Frent and Schlesinger's book ''Running for President" 
and, as such, is a copyrighted image. We believe Dave is justifi
ably instituting legal action against this fine cltizen. We'll keep 
you posted. 

~ This one is too goofy not to report! Rail Splitter Tom 
~ Lapsley recently learned that President Lincoln has 

been turned into a Talking 
Presidential Action Figure. 
Together with similar stud
ies (dolls'?) of George W., 
Clinton, Reagan, Kennedy, 
and T.R., (what, not enough 
demand for a talking 
Rutherford B. Hayes?), 
these are being marketed 
by a Houston company. 
The George Bush line is 

being sold in a "limited run" of 
I 00,000 - as for the others, the ad 
touts the "Production ... is limited 
to 10,000 to enhance collectibili
ty." Given that each "Action 
Figure" will utter 25 "authentic 
phrases," we are tempted to spec
ulate here on what might come 
from the mouths of George and 
Bill... but... how much sarcasm 
can you take? To launch the prod
uct line at a Sao Diego toy fair, a 
Lincoln actor posed in front of a 
lite-sized doll house of the 

Executive Mansion. Price? $29.95 each. If interested, you can find 
them at www.toypresidents.com. 

~ As we go to press, our friends at Phillips are 
preparing an auction that will include this gor

geous, illustrated campaign cover depicting New York publisher 
Horace Greeley. Hand drawn and posted a few months before the 
1872 election against U.S. Grant, this whimsical piece speaks to a 
lost form of artwork. We are told Lhere is a tradJtion dating back 
to medieval times for creating such postal illustrations: exam
ples from Italy are known to date to the 1300s. At a time when 
horsemen were letter-couriers, iconographic imagery Included 
gallows and stirrups. Drawing a gallows on a letter conveyed 
one of two things: death to U10se who failed to deliver the cor-

- -.:,. li!l!d 4!~•')>) ::--.. 
,,,..~ 

respondence or to serve as a warning to those who would inter
fere with the delivery. The number of stirrups on a cover denot
ed how many riders/horses it took to deliver the missive. These 
early drawings. however, were more postal directions than 
works of art. The "modern" hobby for superbly drawn covers 
was far more popular in England than here; the earliest American 
examples date to about 1840. It remains legal to put anything on 
an envelope - provided it is properly addressed and the postage 
is paid. As far as addresses are concerned ... a corollary to these 
drawn covers was a late-19th century ''challenge" to rural letter
carriers by clever correspondents who framed the recipient's 
address in a poem or riddle. (Should such mind-teasers be 
attempted today? Can you say "return lo sender!") Still - now 
that one can purchase stamps from the U.S.P.S. (via the internet 
for triple normal postage) with any design for a custom work, 
maybe new collectibles are about to be created! 

~ The Lincoln Forum has announcf'd plans to devote 
- - its ninth annual symposium to the politics and ora-

tory of Lincoln's two epochal presidential campaigns of 1860 and 
1864. "Electing and Re-electing Lincoln", to be held November 16-
18 in Gettysburg, will mark the 140th anniversary of Lincoln's re
election by exploring both of these crucial White House races. 
The keynote address at the conference will be delivered by one 
of modern America's leading political voices, former three-term 
New York Governor Mario M. Cuomo, himself an author of two 
books on Lincoln. In addition to Cuomo, Forum IX will offer a 
stellar roster of leading scholars on election-related themes. 
Scheduled to appear are: Harold Holzer (Cooper Union Address), 
David E. Long (presenting new research from his forthcoming 
volume on the election of 1860), Frank J. WiUiams (the soldiers' 
vote in 1864), Gabor Boritt, Daniel Mark Epstein, William C. 
Harris (post-election achievements) and Joseph T. Glathaar 
(impact of the Dahlgren raid on the election of 1864). Richard 
Norton Smith, Director of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
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Library and Museum (and frequent guest on PBS programs), will 
report on that soon-to-be opened facility in Springfield, IL. Other 
activities include a panel discussion of the best (and worst!) 
Lincoln books published since last year's event and a battlefield 
tour and exploration of historic downtown Gettysburg. A special 
highlight will be an evocative group Journey to the Wills House in 
the village square, where the President completed his final read
ing copy of the Gettysburg Address on the night of November 18, 
1863. To register for Lincoln Forum IX, contact Annette Westerby, 
Administrator: tel. 303-721-6681, e-mail anetwest@earthlink.net. 

~ Show and tell! Rail Splitter Mike Griffith of Lilburn, 
• - - GA, like many of our lratemity, avidly collects pho-

tographic images. He sent us two that 
are most unusual. The first is a puzzle or 
hidden image. Horizontally, it depicts a 
"walk in the park." Vertically viewed, the 
shrubbery and rock formation reveal the 
easily recognizable features of President 
Lincoln. The verso of the carte has the 
label of Joseph Servoss of Philadelphia, 
boasting an inventory of "500,000 Card 
Photographs of President Lincoln" from 

I 
as little as IO-cents each (no wonder 
they're so common today!) The second 
Item Mike was gracious enough to share 

with us is a KJLLER! It 
shows the funeral proces
sion in Columbus, Ohio and 
the coffin of the slain presi
dent being carried toward 
the Statehouse steps for 
public viewing. This is 
"borne out" by the empty 
horse-drawn hearse or 
catafalque, and the fact 

that all spectators have turned towards the casket, watching its 
progress. Mike opines that this is the only view showing Lincoln's 
casket being carried. We would guess so!! 

~---~ In the Spring 2003 installment of "From the 
~ • -· - - Publisher" entitled "The Persistence of 
Misinformation", Jonathan publicly humiliated himsell by admit
ting he not only believed a story about coffee beans "processed" 
through a cat's digestive system, but compounded the error by 
"passing• the information on to a neighborhood merchant. Rail 
Splitter Linda Hagaman obviously reads our journal (not like 

some of us!!) and sent us a recent article from the Cincinnati 
Enquirer on this very subject. Apparently, and we say this with 
some reservation, the story is true! Kopi Luwak coffee beans are 
imported from Indonesia and are harvested from the droppings 
of lemurs, who eat "the ripest coffee cherries and excrete them 
intact. Supposedly, the animal's stomach enzymes create the 
unique flavor of the coffee." A coffee house in San Mateo, CA 
(where else?) sells the stuff for $JO a cup. So, Jonathan, whiJe you 
are still gullible, you weren't taken In on~ one! (or, were you?) 

~ '?ail Splitter David Leroy of Boise. ID sent us color 
• photocopies of a Lincoln & Lamon "business card" 

he was offered by a Portland, OR dealer at a Seattle show. The 
card measures 3 x 2" and has the requisite "aging." 
Unfortunately, a business card of this type was never Issued by 
the Lincoln-Lamon law partnership. The two did publish an 
advertisement with this exact wording in the Middleport Iroquois 
Journal of July 6, 1853. 
The makers of this 
"instant antique" obvi
ously had a copy of 
this newspaper and 
reproduced the ad 
onto card stock with 
some aging thrown In. 
For those who are 
interested, the history 
of Lincoln's legal 
career can be learned by reading Albert A. Woldman's Lawyer 
Lincoln, published by Houghton Mifflin in 1936. Lincoln and Ward 
Hill Lamon were the best of friends, with Lamon being appointed 
Marshal of the District of Columbia and serving as Lincoln's 
bodyguard while president. Lamon was not considered a partic
ularly good lawyer, but did service some clients out of his office 
in Danville, a stop on the Eighth Judicial Circuit. 

~ Rail Splitter James Bierer sent us an article from 
~~ the Harford, MD Sun that deals with "existential" 
issues. There's a house at the intersection of Prospect Mill Road 
and Route 22 in Bel Air, Maryland that may "containtt the original 
log cabin homestead of the Booth Family patriarch, Junius 
Brutus Booth, Sr. The ddi:r Booth emigrated to America in 1821 
and built a log cabin in rural Harford County the following year. 
It was In this log cabin that the Booth children were born in, 
including John Wilkes. With success "on the boards", the family 
moved to a more permanent and stately home. Tudor Hall, in 
1853, but the question or the existence of the original cabin 
remained. Seems nobody knows for sure what happened to it. 
Some say it was moved to a different location out in the woods. 
Others claim it was demolished for firewood. Still others insist 
the home on Route 22 was built up around It, as was the custom. 
It has been determined that a log cabin does exist within the dry
wall of this home, but it may not be of 1822 vintage. The proper
ty is being developed and the home (or homes, as the case may 
be) have been donated to Harford Community College. Current 
plans are for the home to be moved, rather than demolished. 
Should it be determined that this is the John Wilkes Booth birth
place log cabin, is it possible the National Park Service might be 
persuaded to run it as a tourist attraction? Just a thought. 

More Splinters, next page 
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More Splinters! 
~ We recently came across this neat 64-page songster 
~ in green, titled wraps The Republican Songster for 
1864. It was published by J. R. Hawley & Co. in Cincinnati. 
Cincinnati appears to have been a publishing center, in addition 
to a meat processing city (a.k.a. "Porkopolis"). In perusing this 
little volume, we uncovered a wealth of information. The inside 
cover advertises a history on tbe "Great Rebellion" while the 
back cover promotes an anti-Copperhead book exposing the 

Knights of 
the Golden 
Circle, titled 
"Narrative of 
Edmund 
Wright." That 
expose 
proves " ... the 
treason or 
the 
Copperhead, 
and unmasks 
the hideous 
deformity of 
the enemy in 

our midst that now threatens to 
destroy our liberty and despoil our 
hearth-stone ... The man who is still a 
sympathizer with the rebels after 
reacting its revelations is wholly 
depraved." The Republican Platform 
adopted at Baltimore Is printed at the 
beginning of the book. The index lists 
thirty-seven songs, including "A 
Health to Thee, Abe Lincoln", 
"Freemen Win When Lincoln Leads~, 
"To Ye Copperheads-No Thanks to 
You" as well as general patriotic stan
dards ("The Battle Hymn of the 

Republic" and "The Old Union Wagon"). There are at least two 
songs that are rehashes of 1860 melodies: "Lincoln and Liberty" 
and "Strike for the Right." The lyricist who assembled this work 
must have been "older than dirt." Not satisfied with copying titles 
from the previous election, he reached back to a ditty composed 
in the 1790s- "Hail Columbia." The verses below Lincoln's portrait 
on page 9 are based on that hoary tune: 

Behold the chief who now commands, Once more to serve his 
country stands, But, armed in virtue firm and true, His hopes 
are fixed on heaven and you ... When hope was sinking in dis-
may, and gloom obscured Columbia's day, His steady mind, 

from changes free, Resolved on Death or liberty ... 

Similar verses were Inscribed on Thomas Jefferson and James 
Madison Liverpool jugs produced between 1801 and 1810. The 
song "Lincoln and Liberty" has lyrics attuned to the 1860 election 
and likely were included here unaltered: 

We'll go for the son of Kentucky - 11,e hero of Hoosierdom 
through; The pride of the Suckers so lucky - For Lincoln and 

Liberty too! Our David's good sling is unerring, The Slaveocrats' 
giant he slew; Then shout for the Freedom preferring- For 
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Lincoln and liberty too! They'll find what, by felling and maul• 
ing, Our raif,maker statesman can do; For the people are 

ever,•where ca.lling For Lincoln and liberty too! 

(~: the term "Sucker" was used on a Lincoln ribbon featured In our 
Summer/Fall 2001 issue-'The Tall Sucker Against the World" - and obvi
ously denotes a resident of Illinois. Also, take a look at the wonderful cir
cular pictured on the next page.) 

Alberta Martin, 97, Confederate Widow, Dies 

~ MONTGOMERY, Ala., May 31 (AP) - Alberta Martin, a sharecrop-
~ per's daughter who, as the last widow of a Civil War veteran, became a 

celebrated final link to the Confederacy, died Monday at a nursing home 
in Enterprise. Ala. She was 97. The cause was complications from a heart attack she 
suffered May 7, said her caretaker, Dr. Kenneth Chancey. 

Long after her May-December marriage In the 1920s to a Civil War veteran, 
William Jasper Martin. she became the belle of 21st-century Confederate history 
buffs, who paraded her across the South. 

She had lived In obscurity and poverty for most of her life, but in her final years 
the Sons of Confederate Veterans took her to conventions and rallies. She often 
waved a small Confederate battle flag and wore clothes lhe colors of lhe rebel ban
ner. Or. Chancey said she loved the attention. 'It's like being matriarch of a large fam
ily,' he said. She was ·a link to the past,' Dr. Chancey added. "People would get emo
tional.' he said, holding her hand, crying and thinking about their family that suf
fered greatly in the past.' 

The last widow of a Union veteran of the Civil War, Gertrude Janeway, died in 
January 2003 at her home in Tennessee. She was 93 and had married a veteran, 
John Janeway, when she was 18. 

Another war widow, Daisy Anderson, whose husband was a slave who had run 
away and joined the Union Army, died in 1998 at age 97. She and Ms. Martin had 
been recognized a year earlier at a ceremony at Gettysburg, Pa., where they 
exchanged kisses, shook hands and placed roses on a soldier's grave. 

Ms. Martin was not from the 'Gone With the Wind· South of white-columned man
sions and hoop skirts. She was born Alberta Stewart to sharecroppers on Dec. 4, 
1906, in Danley's Crossroads, a tiny settlement built around a sawmill 70 miles south 
of Montgomery. Her mother died when she was 11. At 18, she met a cabdriver, 
Howard Farrow, and they had a son before Mr. Farrow died in a car accident in 1926. 

Alberta Stewart, her father and her son moved to Dpp, Ala. Just up the road lived 
William Jasper Martin, a widower born In 1845 who had a $50-a-month Confederate 
veteran's pension. Mr. Martin, then 81, struck up a few conversations with his young 
neighbor, Alberta Stewart, and a marriage of convenience was born. ·1 had this little 
boy and I needed some help to raise him." Ms. Martin recalled in a 1998 interview. 
They were married on Dec. 10, 1927, and 10 months later had a son, William. 

Mr. Martin was a trim man with a bushy mustache and a hot temper. He was sus
picious of other men who might want to pass the time of day with his young wife. 
Ms. Martin said in a 1996 interview. 'He didn't want nobody messing with me, Ms. 
Martin recalled. She said her husband never talked much about the war, 
except the harsh times at Petersburg, Va., during a I 0-monlh campaign. 
'He'd say it was rough, how the trenches were full of water; Ms. Martin said. 'They 
were so hungry in Virginia that during the time they were fighting, they had to grab 
food as they went along. They came across a potato patch and made up some 
mashed potatoes: Asked if she loved her husband, Ms. Martin said: 'That's a hard 
question to answer. I cared enough about him to live with him. You know the differ· 
ence between a young man and an old man.' 

Mr. Martin died on July 8, 1931. Two months later, Ms. Martin married his grand· 
son, Charlie Martin. He died in 1983. Ms. Martin was briefly in the news in October 
1990, when it was widely reported that the last Confederate widow had died in a 
nursing home In South Carolina. After protesting to reporters that she was still 
around, she faded back into obscurity. Six years later, Or. Chancey, a member of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans, paid her a visit. saw that she lived without air-condl· 
tioning and resolved to secure a Confederate widow's pension for her. Soon alter, the 
Alabama Senate decreed it 'a true joy' to recognize her and grant her a pension. 

Ms. Martin Is survived by her son William, of Elba, Ala. 

(Printed here by permission, AP.) 
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AND 

Ju~ llln 
Opmama~•wiill~i•a.li-fuis~.,J.._.,_.,.,,,..u,.u■ tua ..... llL•"-'41M ... ~IO ... • 

JOINT "HOOSID" & "SUCW" &l!D WJ.Y 
ARD BA8DT JU.JlllOlJ:m. 

At VinceDJl81, on Friday, the 6th day of October. 

4 MUNlFtCINT PBOCEUlON 

iranb ~i.sp.Iai af ,Jin-Barks. 
THS YA1t1ou, IIAILIIOAD• 

W
e are constantly amazed by the variety of 
paper items that show up at auctions and 
ephemera shows. Most are nondescript 
(speeches, unadorned ballots, etc.). Some 
have great content, but it is rare to find 
graphics and content married so harmo

niously as in the 8 1/2 x 6 1/4" flyer on blue paper 
pictured here. It was acquired by Hoosier Rail 
Splitter Dave Yount via the auction route, and it is 
gratifying to us that such a great piece has stayed 
"in the family." It was malled from Vincennes, IN on 
September 24, 1860, inviting Lincoln partisans to 
an election rally. ln keeping with the "protocols" of 
the day, the attendees would listen to flowery ora
tory, feast on barbecue and view a torchlight pro
cession and fireworks. The text is as loUows: 

Upon consultation with prominent and leading 
Republicans of Southern Indiana and Illinois, it has 
been decided to have a Joint "Hoosier" & "Sucker" 
Grand Rally and Basket Barbecue At Vincennes, on 
Friday, the 5th day of October. 

The importance of a successful Demonstration 
at this point, upon the pending State and Presidential 
elections, cannot be overestimated. Its influence will 
not be merely of local value, but will benefit the 
Republican cause throughout the "Wabash region•· of 
the two States. Such arrangements have already 
been made as will insure the attendees of a sufficient 
number of Eminent Speakers for the day and 
evening, and every effort will be made, within the 
power of the Republicans of this city and county, to 
make the demonstration a decided success, as it is 
confidently expected that the REPUBUCANS OF INDJ. 
ANA AND lLUNOIS, within reach of Vincennes, will 
aid us by !heir influence and presence. 

let us have a Grand Union Meeting! let the 
people who are opposed to the blighting and cor-

L..::_=:__ _________ _:=------==:::::::::::=:=::::=::~=:=~ rupting influence of Sham Democracy, come in !heir 
majesty, and their might, with BANNERS AND MUSIC! 

The "Pocket" of Hoosierdorn and the "Egypt" of Suckerdom, may, can and must be REDEEMED! One more 
grand and glorious rally, and Victory is Ours! A Magnificef/t Procession will be formed during the day, and in 
the evening the WIDE AWAKES of Evansville, Princeton, Terre Haute, Palestine, Olney and Vincennes will 
parade in Uniform with Torches; the whole to wind up with a Grand Display of Fire-Works. 

The Various Railroads will run Excursion Traifls at Reduced Fare. Full particulars in Posters hereafter. 
Hoping a good delegation may attend from your place, and congratulating you upon the general good reports 
for the triumphs of Republican principles, I beg to subscribe myself, Very respectively & c. By order of the 
Committee of Invitation. 

The woodcut portrait is the same utilized on the ~Tall Sucker Against the World" Lincoln ribbon fea
tured previously in these pages (the enigmatic and coveted "Tall Sucker" ribbon!!) We have determined 
that the appellation "sucker~ referred to a resident of Illinois and was not deemed derisive at the time. Well, 
we're a "sucker" for this item and are glad someone decided to save it and not discard it with the rest of 
the "junk" mail. It has found a secure home and can now be shared with an appreciative fellowship of col
lectors. AND ... speaking of great finds ... pictured here is a delicate ribbon found in an auction hosted by 
our friend, Tom Slater. Tom has undergone numerous transformations of late ... most recently becoming 
part of the Heritage Galleries auction juggernaut. His political auctions have defined the market for quali
ty political Americana as far back as the mid-1970s. We wish him well in this new venture. In one of his recent sales, we found this fun 
association piece. As a Harrison elector and resident of Springfield, there can be NO doubt that Lincoln attended this very convention! 
New Salem, at the time this ribbon was issued, was part of Menard County (it was part of Sangamon County in 1836). Lincoln may have 
worn a ribbon like this ... or maybe this exact one! Anyway, a neat item. 
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A MAJOR DISCOVERY: 
LINCOLN ARTICULATES THE 

REPUBLICAN CREED 

A mazing discoveries continue to be made helping scholars better understand the mind and intellect or the Great Emancipator. 
While most seminal Lincoln letters are "documented· In Baster's Collected Works, and some occasionally come to the market 
through Sotheby's or Christie's - those not yet ensconced In institutions - unknown letters and documents rarely surface. 
When such an event occurs, and the letter in question has important and revealing content, it becomes a news-worthy event! 
Rail Splitter Dan Weinberg of the Abraham Lincoln Book Shop In Chicago has recently acquired such a letter. handed down In 

the family of the original recipient. It was written on October 9, 1859 from Lincoln to Republican Congressman Thomas Corwin of 
Ohio. Corwin (1794-1865) shared many things in common with Lincoln. Both were born in Kentucky and emigrated west. Both were 
lawyers and supported Willlam Henry Harrison in the election of 1840. Corwin was elected Governor of Ohio that year. He served 
seven non-consecutive terms In Congress as a Whig and Republican, served one term In the Senate before being appointed Secretary 
of the Treasury by MIilard Fillmore, and was appointed by President Lincoln as Minister to Mexico, serving from 1861-64. ln this let
ter. Lincoln, ever the political animal, discusses his position on slavery. what constitutes radical or moderate views on the subject. 
attracting anti-slavery Democrats to the Republican column and some misconception regarding a speech he had given in Cincinnati I 
on September 17, 1859. Following his defeat for the Senate the preceding year, Lincoln went "on the stump" in 1859, speaking at 
eleven venues, Including three In Ohio. Something he had said In his Cincinnati speech was misconstrued, and the presidential aspi
rant takes the time to set the record straight with Congressman Corwin. 

(Confidential) 
Springfield, Oct. 9, 1859 

Hon. Thomas Corwin 
My dear Sir: 

Reaching home yesterday I, for the first, received yours of Sept 2.5. I reply in a hurry, because of the sentence in your letter, 
in these words: '1 was sorry to hear from you that a moderate man on our side would lose lllinois by .50,000." Whether you under
stand me as having said this in the speech at Cincinnati, or somewhere else. I am not certain; but I am certain I have not meant 
to say it anywhere. I did say at Cincinnati, that a candidate who shall tum up his nose at the Republican cause, can not carry 
lllinois, by 50,000; but l do not consider such a man, as 'a moderate on our side." l understand such men as not being on our side 
at all; and as seeking to draw us to abandon our side ourselves. They know we were organized to prevent the spread and nation
alizing of Slavery: and yet they tell us they are tired of this issue, and to join them, against the administration. on tariff. extrava
gances, live oak contracts and the like - the very old issues upon which the Whig party was beat out of existence. Now I have 
expressed, and, today repeat, the opinion, that such an arrangement will lose by 50,000. The thing is patent. The Whigs here were 
in a minority of 15,000. A full fifth of them have openly gone over to the enemy; still last year the Republicans had a large plu• 
rality, and very nearly a clear majority. How was this? Simply that more democrats have gone with us, then Whigs have gone 
against us. What brought these democrats with us? The Slavery issue. Drop that issue, and they have no motive to remain, and 
will not remain, with us. It is idiotic to think otherwise. Do you understand me as saying Illinois must have an extreme antislav
ery candidate? I do not so mean. We must have, though, a man who recognizes that Slavery issue as being the living issue of the 
day: who does not hesitate to declare slavery a wrong, nor to deal with it as such; who believes in the power, and duty of Congress 
to prevent the spread of it. It would be unfavorable to us, I think, to have one who is bent upon having a "rumpus Hover the Fugitive 
Slave law. The present law I do not think is a very seemly one, but I do think an efficient, Congressional fugitive slave law, is clear 
under the Constitution. I said this in the canvas last year; and I said nearly the same in the Cincinnati speech. But I think you under
stand me. 

Yours very truly, A. Lincoln 

In this fabulous letter, Llncoln defines the litmus test of a Republican and success In the upcoming election as opposition to the 
spread of slavery. He asserts that Ignoring the issue and sticking to the old Issues (can some one tell us what "live oak contractsft 
are?) Is a recipe for failure. He proves his conservative credentials on the Issue by eschewing an •extreme antislavery candidate• 
while accepting an "efficient• fugitive slave law. Ever the realist, he insists that slavery Is the •ttving Issue of the day: Here. on the 
eve of the 1860 election and nominating conventions, Lincoln stakes out the position that would win him the presidency. 
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Of course, discoveries of this signlilcance only come Into the hands of a select few. Dan Weinberg is one such privlledged Indi
vidual. This fabulous letter has put Dan, once again, into the spotlight of the general media. As such, we thought It time for ... 

"FlvE QUICK OUFSTI0NS FOR DAN WEINBERG" 

Question: Is this the most important document to pass through your hands? The most valuable? 
Answer. The Corwin letter is certainly the most valuable single item I've handled, though the collodlon glass 
plate of the "Gettysburg" Lincoln by Alexander Gardner [0-77) vies with it. As for importance, that is a bit 
In the eye of the beholder. But for content, I've not had anything come close to Its forthrightness and clari
ty on the "Issue of the day," as he called slavery, and the need to do something about It. All before, even, 
his Cooper Union speech. It forcefully shows the fervor Lincoln had to end the nationalization of the "pecu
liar institution" and that he felt It a moral wrong. It Is a wonderful answer to such naysayers as Leronne 
Bennett, who declare Lincoln a racist who did not care about the subject of ending slavery. 

As well, the insight into hls understanding of Inner party politics ls remarkable. Llncoln understood 
that the moderates in the Republican Party who were pressuring hlm to de-emphasize the slavery Issue were 
not his friends. He recognized that the party was gaining more Democrats over the slavery issue than they were losing old line 
Whigs. Anyone who thought otherwise, wrote Llncoln, was ''Idiotic" (the only time he had ever used the word). 

Q. How does a dealer determine a price for such a priceless treasure? Are there any real comparables? 
A. Price is determined, 1 suppose, by studying auction and dealer catalogs, but also by experience and keeping abreast of the auto
graph market (not to mention the economy). One must place a particular Item Into both a content and price category and determine 
Its value within each. Experience cannot be discounted, for one must see numerous Items to get a feel for Its category. Of course, this 
is not scientific. But I've already bad two people blurt out that this is a "million dollar letter." My list o, fOPQNY1b1a would Include: 

• To Mary Owens, 5/7/37, 1-1/2 pages - $776,000 [2002) [Calling off engagement] 
• To Gen. John McClernand, 1/8/63, 3 pages - $680,000 [1992) [Cannot retract Emancipation Proclamation) 
• To George Latham, 7/22/60, 2 pages - $660,000 (1994] [On Latham, friend of RTL, not entering Harvard] 
• To Gen. U.S. Grant, 1/19/65, l page - $666,000 [1998] [Asking that son Robert be placed on Grant's staff] 
• To George Ramsay, 10/17/61, l page- $665,000 [2002) [•Wanting to work is so rare a want, that It should be encouraged"] 
• To S. Colfax. 7/6/59, 2-1/2 pages - $501,000 [2002] [Need for Republicans not to disagree because of local Issues; keep national] 
• To Fanny McCullough, 12/23/62, l page- $480,000 [1998) [Letter of condolence.) 

In this letter Llncoln clearly and forthrightly responds to Thomas Corwln's questions following the Cincinnati speech. It sets 
forth his thoughts on the Illinois prospects and cogently explains why the slavery Issue needs to be In the forefront of the campaign. 
The letter Is succinct, clearly worded, and an unequivocal statement of what the Republican Party must do to win and what the 
moral principles Involved ln the election are about. 

Lincoln's •the slavery issue as being the living Issue of the day" Is found nowhere else In the COLLECTED WORKS OF ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN. In rebuffing the idea that slavery should be dropped as an Issue in favor of •uve oak contracts," he again uses a word 
found nowhere else In bis writings. •idiotic." He states that the moderates of the party who wish slavery dropped were not his 
friends. And certainly, when he writes that a candidate Is needed that would not hesitate to declare "Slavery a wrong, nor to deal 
with It as such" there is no clearer statement of his own moral underpinnings. 

This is a major new find, with the type of pre-presidential content that bolsters Lincoln as The Great Emancipator. 

Q. Is there any concern on your part as to where the document eventually goes? Do you have any personal preference as to this 
going to an institution or to a private collector or are such considerations silly? 
A. I have a certain proclivity toward the individual collector, since I am one too. But I am most interested In where an Item might 
be best served, whether it be private or an institution. Then again, my mentor, the late Ralph Newman, taught that a dealer should 
go where the money is. In any case, It should be shared. 

Q. Do you believe there are many other Lincoln missives of this magnitude still "out there" waiting to be "discovered?" 
A. I'm continually asked If I believe other major Lincoln letters, photographs, and the like might still surface. New Lincoln Items do 
continually show up, though most are fairly routine. But I normally have answered that I don't believe so, as Lincoln has such a hold 
on us, that anything he touched of Import has been discovered. With the surfacing of the Corwin letter, I'm now not so sure. 

Q. You've enjoyed a fair amount of media attention with this discovery. Could you ever envision Interest In Lincolniana waning? 
A. I don't see interest in Lincoln waning owing to the importance of his era and the verbiage he produced explaining it all, while 
keeping the country together and leaving it a better place through his actions and steadfastness. Besides, there are just too many 
good stories and marvelous characters that populate his life. -;,.... 
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BUILDING AN AUCTION HOUSE 

(We asked Bob Raynor, author of our coverstory on replevin, to share a lit
tle on the growth of his auction business. In addition, he details those 
strategies that might help you become a more effective auction partici
pant... or, as we like to say, a better biddern 

R
aynor's Historical Collectible Auctions is the largest 
Americana auction house in the South selling important 
collectibles associated with events, movements and per
sonalities in American history from the 17th to 21st cen
turies. Established by Bob Raynor in 1996, HCA is now in 
their 9th year, having offered over 25,000 items through 37 

auctions, and delighting the history enthusiast and collector 
with a plethora of important and historic items. HCA is a family 
business. Bob Raynor. 56, has been collecting and selling 
Americana for over 25 years, and has begun to share his experi
ence and knowledge with his two sons, Ethan, 30, Ryan, 28 and 
long-time family friend Troy Cates, 35. Through HCA, the 
Raynors have become an efficient and hardworking team, a team 
bound by the ties of lamily. It is this attribute which is HCA's 
greatest asset. Most corporations want their employees to act 
and feel like they are family, ~at HCA we are." says Bob. 

With two formats of absentee auctions, the Limited Edition 
and the Full Size auctions, HCA handles important Civil War man
uscripts, Black Americana, Slavery related items and fine Judaica 
manuscripts. The firm has set several records in the field with a 
Union diary & manuscript archive that achieved a sale price of 
$73,000, a Rebecca Gratz ALS that brought $23,000, the Dickson 
& Hill slave dealers archive that sold at $12,000, a Custer West 
Point albumen photo at $7,750, Jed Hotchkis' field desk at 
$15,000. Over the past eight years, HCA has also sold an Al..5 by 
Lincoln for $23,000, a First National Confederate Flag for $28,000, 
a Wounded Knee photograph collection realized $19,000, an 
early broadside dealing with Lexington and Concord brought 
$18,000, a Black soldier's WWII letter group brought an astound
ing $31,000 and a Revolutionary War Continental Congress 
ledger book sold at $35,000. 

History has always been an important aspect of the Raynors' 
lile. After residing in Morristown, NJ, Plymouth, MA, and now 
Alamance County, NC, Ryan and Ethan have always been exposed 
to historical places and events. While youngsters Bob would take 
his two sons on weekend excursions to Civil War battlefields, 
museums, and other historic places. He would entertain them for 
hours with his oral histories of the United States and the events 
which occurred in the surrounding areas. It is this love lor histo
ry, which he extended to his children, that energizes HCA. 

It is through the daily aspects of business that the multiple 
talents of the HCA family are engaged. Bob, who was vice-presi
dent of sales for one of the largest printing firms in North 
Carolina, uses his negotiation skills in landing consignments. 
Ethan began his career directly after graduating from University 
ol North Carolina. After learning the business, Ethan has become 
one of the finest writers and authenticators in the manuscript 
hobby. Ethan's textual descriptions are concise, accurate and weU 
researched. Troy joined HCA three years ago after working for the 
company on a part-time basis scanning the material. Troy now 
controls the inventory of consignments, 6,000 items per year, as 
well as scanning and shipping. Ryan joined the company in 2002 

after spending two years working in sales in New York City. Ryan 
photographs the dimensional items, handles the public relations 
and has recently taken on the upgrade webpage project. 

Through the years, HCA has had some memorable 
moments, many entertaining though others with a more serious 
tone. It was only last September that HCA operated their fall 
auction through Hurricane Isabel, which devastated the coast of 
North Carolina and Virginia. Bob recalls the multiple power out
ages. and states: " ... though we lost power several times, it was 
only momentarily and did not affect our ability to operate. We 
did, however, have one hardy client who though only a lew miles 
from the eye of the hurricane, was bidding from his car using a 
mobile phone because his phone and power were out in his 
house .... " Collecting lever is at its hottest in the final hours of an 
auction, and it's clients like this bidder that prove that no obsta
cle is too great for the dedicated enthusiast. One of the more 
pleasurable experiences lor Bob is when he is able to call a con
signor and let them know of a sale well above estimate. One of 
these events occurred, as Bob remembers " ... with the Pretence 
Hall letter group. That was the massive, 4-00 plus letter group by 
a Black soldier in World War II. It was estimated at $6,000 to 
$8,000 and llnished at over $30,000. When I called the consignor, 
I'll never forget, she squealed. But, l think the bidder was the 
happiest of all as he added this group to a superior collection of 
vintage rnilitaria .... " The buyer, Bob says, "was lounging on an 
island beach when he placed the winning bid." Another moment 
Bob recalls with a smile, " ... was the sale of a Confederate 
Surrender broadside. It was over$ I 4,000, and we were doing call 
backs, the bidding had been heavy on it all night and I had one 
bidder on the phone and Ethan the other. When it hit $15,000 the 
bidder l had on the phone quipped, I SURRENDER!" The item 
now resides in a Southern institution and Bob remembers the 
consignor in this occasion being "just thrilled with the outcome, 
but said his wife would be happier." lt's not only the personal 
interactions that leave an impression, it's also the ability to see 
some of the finest and rarest pieces of American history. "We are 
simply fortunate to have such a fun business that deals in such 
important items. It just doesn't get any better," says Bob. Oh, 
and just one other reminder, "Bid high, often and early." 

The Auction Expert Bidder's 
Twelve Step Program To Success 

Bidding at auction is an excellent means for building collections. 
Auctions offer a wide variety of items, detailed descriptions, an 
educated estimate of value, free research and a competitive 
process that determines the owner. Auctions are also a great deal 
of fun. All of these elements play into the increasing participation 
in absentee auctions. So if you're going to play, take time to devel
op your bidding skills. Become an Expert Bidder. 

1. The Expert Bidder Knows the Auction House. Certainly the 
marketplace has a large number of absentee auctions from 
which the bidder can choose. The bidder is well served to spend 
research time determining which auction houses in which to place 
their confidence and money. The Expert Bidder qualifies auction 
houses in several areas including stability, longevity, consignment 
or owner based products, and expertise. 
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2. The Expert Bidder Knows The Staff. Once the Expert 
Bidder knows which auction house he will use, take the next 
step to know the staff. Those employees can help in many ways 
including an "off the record" opinion of the items that the 
Expert Bidder is considering. 
3. The Expert Bidder Knows The Auction Rules. This cannot 
be overstated. Each house has adopted rules, procedures, and 
policies under which they operate the auction. You expect the 
house to conduct the auction by their rules, and they expect 
you to abide by those rules. The Expert Bidder knows the rules 
and uses them to his advantage. 
4. The Expe,·t Bidder Knows His Focus. Collectors are well 
versed in their particular field but often are attracted to items 
outside their field. The Expert Bidder recognizes when he is 
outside his focus and asks a lot of questions regarding items 
that interest him but are outside his focus. 
5. The Expert Bidder Knows The Market. Every auction bid
der wants two things, to win and to get a deal. Winning is easy. Just 
keep bidding. Winning and getting a deal at the same time is lhe 
key. It takes knowledge. The Expert Bidder will establish his own 
valuation ol an auction item and limit himself to that evaluation. 
6. The £.xpert Bidder Knows The Item. It would seem obvious 
that every bidder knows the item on which they are bidding. 
Yet, bidders read the item description differently. The Expert 
Bidder dissects the description by separating the physical, the 
research, the condHion and the selling text. 
7. The Expert Bidder Knows His Priority. Most collectors 
bidding in an auction find plenty of items that are of interest. 
Unless they simply have unlimited funds, they can't buy every
thing. The Expert Bidder will establish a ranking of importance 
based on their collection and bid only on those items. 
8. The Expert Bidder Has a Strategy. The actual process of 

"bidding" can be exciting. simple and fun. But without an overrid
ing strategy it also can be expensive. Several strategies exist -bid 
once, bid repeatedly, bid early, bid late, bid maximum, bid mini
mum. etc. All strategies have advantages. But the Expert Bidder 
will have a strategy before they bid and will stick to U1at strategy. 
9. The Expert Bidder Knows His Limit. Certainly the "heat of 
the auction" affects all bidders. ft's comforting to know that 
other bidders are as excited as you are about getting that spe
cial item. The Expert Bidder attempts to keep his ego io check 
by defining his limit in advance ol the auction and then restrain
ing himself during the auction. 
10. The Expert Bidder Know His Temperament. Each collector 
brings his personality to the auction. The Expert Bidder knows 
his temperament and develops a strategy that fits that tempera
ment. If the Bidder is prone to get excited, he may choose to bid 
once, early, by placing a maximum bid and not call back. 
11. The Expert Bidder Knows His Obligation. As the auction 
progresses, bidders often lose track of their total bids. The 
Expert Bidder keeps a running total including the buyer's fee. 
No surprises, he knows what his obligations are. 
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12. The Expert Bidder Has An Exit Plan. Each bidder wants 
to own every item that they have bid on. But, as the auction 
progresses, the bids accelerate. The Expert Bidder has an exit 
plan which will determine when and which items he will allow I 
to go to other bidders. The Expert Bidder knows when to hold l.!::======================::!J 
and when to fold. ~ ...__ _________ _ 
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~notber ~reat jf tnb! r 
R ail Splitter Charlie McSorley, a collector and dealer with over sixty years standing, 

1 

possesses the finest collection of 18th and 19th century political ballots in the f 
hobby. Some selections of hls Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis ballots have 
been reproduced in these pages and we are informed he has over one hundred 
Lincoln ballots with practically ever state represented. Still, the Joy of the hobby I 

is uncovering new examples while out there "beating the bushes." (no election pun 
intended!) The ballot pictured here is one such recent acquisition. It contains the I 
names of several candidates from Baltimore County, MD who wished to be chosen as 
delegates to a constitutional convention. The woodcut of the discharging cannon is a 
rather standard, albeit graphic, image from the Civil War era. The title of the ballot, 
though, is far from standard: "Unconditional Emancipation Anti-Compensation Union 
Ticket." The background of this intriguing artifact is as follows: After the start of the 

7 
U'.110o1Jdfttonal B 

manoJpatton Anti• 
Oom,P8lltatfon 

V1lroa 'l'l'oJD:11-. 

Civil War, there was intense pressure on President Lincoln to issue an Emancipation ,~ • • 
Proclamation. Unauthorized proclamations by Union Generals John Fremont and OJI' • OOD-... 

-- ----.&OA." 
David Hunter were immediately nullified by the President. In May 1862, Lincoln urged r .. o..-.,.,._---
the border states of Delaware, Maryland, Missouri and Kentucky to accept gradual, Jtr..._, ~ a...-.. 
compensated compensation. On July 12th, he made a personal appeal to border state II.U!11&r. T. BATrJB a,,. 

IOflBps II, ' 
congressmen to accept his proposal, but it evoked no response. Beginning in 1864, ,011,, c.. 7 ~. 

several states began the process of ratifying new constitutions incorporating the 1~ 11. .a e. '•·• 
114!.TUs a IIDool'I. 

abolition of slavery. Following the lead of Louisiana and Arkansas, Maryland "•~u. ~"A.111>, 

approved a new state constitution abolishing slavery in October 1864, which took JJl!lfar Its. 
affect November 1st. In 1865, Missouri and Tennessee followed suit. The adoption AR~~oo-,,, 

IOH/1 llAIIIO!t IILwo, lo., 
of the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in 1865 made such revisions moot. 11'lLLIAlf • 
During the presidential election of 1864 (and even during the whole of 1863), there SD"1!J A.!:,• 
were calls by anti-war partisans to rescind the Emancipation Proclamation, or to - • 
make it effective only for the course of the War. Having made the decision, Lincoln stood --..__ 
fast in his determination to enforce his edict. Charlie's ballot was likely issued prior to the Maryland Constitutional 

...___,_ 

Convention of October 1864. The slate of candidates were declaring themselves for making the Proclamation permanent and firmly 
against compensation to former slave owners for the "loss" of the.ir property. These pro-administration politicians were basically 
telling their slave-holding neighbors "Hey, you had your chance! Now, you ain't getting a djme!" Great stuff keeps popping up! 
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