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SIGNING THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION: 
Newly Discovered Letter Reveals An Evolving History 

I 
Peter J Klamet 

n late January, 1863 noted wood engraver and 
author Benson J. Lossing traveled to Washing

ton to collect images for his latest project. His suc
cessful Pictorial Field Book of the American Revolu
tion (1850-52) had established his reputation as an 
author, and allowed him wide access to gather 
material for his other historical projects including a 
series of volumes on the current Civil War. For Loss
ing, the conflict must have presented tantalizing 
opportunities. Instead of cuUing old stories and 
documents and unearthing long-neglected battle
fields and forts from over eight decades in the past, 
he could now witness and record the events as they 
happened. He could gather portraits and 

January 1863 presented him with an opportu-
.. ~--~R•~- . nity to capture the war's most defining document: 

@':Jti:;:: 1~ ~~./4-.d the Emancipation Proclamation. Despite his reputa-
., • ,,._ ,.,.q.,._/,( lion, Lossing was uncertain whether he would have 

access to such an important document... much less 
an Interview with the President. 

1n a newly discovered letter, published here for 
the first time, Benson Lossing describes his 
encounter with Lincoln and his success in taking the 
first photograph of the Emancipation Proclamation. 
On January 25, 1863, he wrote his wife from WIiiard's 
Hotel that he had been most 'uncommonly success
ful" despite his "doubts of accomplishing two 
things, namely [ obtaining] from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, specimens of all the paper currency 
issued by the government; and the original draft of 

documents to produce a most authoritative The final Emancipation Proclamation as it appeared 
and accurate chronicle of the struggle. in Losslng's books - pictured with the signing pen. 

the President's proclamation of Freedom, 
from which to make a facsimile for my 
book." He happily reports that he had "suc-

contlnued page 3 

AL. EMMErr Fosmi: LINCOLNIANA COIJ..ECTOR, VAUDEVIWAN, ENIGMA 
Publisher's Note: The following article, published in cooperation with our friends at North South Trader's Civil War, ls a story we've been "nursing" for 
about twelve years. (See this issue's "From the Publisher.") The mysterious FostelVEmmerson Collection has intrigued us ever since hearing the tale of 
a "yard sale" out on Long Island that included priceless, historic relics. Tracking down the truth behind this "urban legend" led us to Radford Sprague ... 
who promised to one day climb into his attic to source his files related to the story. Unfortunately, that "day" turned into a decade-long wait. Fortunate
ly, however, he did pull together the material for Stephen Sylvia and Nancy Rossbacher. We were able to augment their research with material we had 
collected from other sources - and are pleased to now share the complete story (as far as what is knownl) on a remarkable Lincoln collector. 

S tephen W. Sylyja: Last year I had a unique opportunity to examine a private collection 
of Lincoln memorabilia that hadn't been publicly displayed in many years. It was 
explained to me by the owner, Radford Sprague, that the group had been part of a much 

larger collection assembled in the 19th century by a man named Al. Emmett Fostell. Rad, as 
he is known, had acquired what was left of the Fostell Collection in the 1960s. At a youthful 
90 years of age, Rad has had an opportunity to collect for a bit longer than some of us. 

At the time of acquisition, some of the artifacts were rapidly deteriorating in a damp 
cellar of an old home near New York City. Much of it was beyond salvage and much had been 
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The business card of Al Fostell, collector, impresario. 

carted off as trash. "There were steamer trunks 
of documents, books, and relics that had turned 
to mush by decades of neglect," Rad said. 
"When I opened several of the crates there was 
so much movement Inside it seemed that the 
boxes were alive. Fortunately, some of the 
trunks were stored in better areas and their con
tents survived in better shape." 
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---------------- THE RAILSPLITTER ----------------

From the Publisher 
• ... it ,s good policy to never plead what you need not. lest you oblige your
self to prove what you cannot.· 

-A. Lincoln In correspondence to U.F. Linder, February 20, 1848. 

Proving the Story. 

B 
oth our cover features share a common element: vetting 
otherwise apocryphal anecdotes as fact. The discovery of 
Benson L-Ossing's narrative on the signing of the Emancipa
tion Proclamation substantiates the story of President Lin
coln's hand being swollen alter greeting well-wishers on 

New Year's Eve at the White House. The account has often been 
told ... but was never rooted in a period, fact-based source. 
Rather, we had to accept later recollections - as told by Nicolay 
and Hay twenty-three years after the fact. But now we have a 
contemporaneous validation of the event. Albeit minutiae, this 
one bit of Americana is now forever "documented." And why 
does this matter? 

We live in an age of blurred facts; spin, hyperbole, and out
right falsehoods are sold as facts. Not a new phenomenon mind 
you, just revved-up a great deal. Parson Weem's sermon of Wash
ington chopping down the cherry tree ("I cannot tell a lie, I did it 
with my little hatchet") was hardly the first liberty taken in the 
teUing of history. But, the persistent repeating of unconfirmed 
events as historical verity continues to confound. It amazes me 
how incogitable "facts" find their way into established records of 
substance. The gravity of such errors is certainly more pro
nounced in the world of scholarship than in the community of 
collecting ... but they are just as troublesome. Understandably, 
this occurs most often in the telling and retelling of stories relat-

ed to provenance and fabulous "discoveries." (Or, in auction nar
ratives, written to "set the hook" to a collector wanting to end up 
"in the boatn 

As detailed in the second cover story, for many years I heard 
a collector's ·urban legend" of an amazing trove of unique trea
sures ... all but for the taking at a "yard sale" on L-Ong Island. 
Components of this varied and mythic event took on new dimen
sions ("signed photos of Booth and Lincoln were priced at just a 
few bucks ... trunks of complete Zouave uniforms were there for 
the taking ... ") with everyone I interviewed. Whenever given an 
opportunity to speak with a "seasoned" collector - someone 
treasure hunting in New York back in the '60s and '70s - I would 
ln11uire If they knew this collection. I enjoy rooting around such 
legends ... trying to fathom what truth lies behind such mar
velous tales. After all, these "too good to be true" bits of folklore 
provide the inspiration to keep us all in the game. Olten, sur
prisingly, a bit of truth is conveyed in these yarns. Sometimes, I 
discover there is little semblance between reality and the disap
pointment of a non-event. And, occasionally, as with the Fos
tell/Emmerson Collection, the truth lies somewhere between the 
legend and reality ... and it makes for an even better story! 

Collectors are story-tellers. They are driven to share a spe
cific aspect or broader panorama of history with anyone who 
will listen. Their acquisitions merely provide visuals to accom
pany the plot being told. But that in itself is not the entire story. 
The circumstances associated with sourcing each document, 
piece of memorabilia, artifact, of rare ephemeral item, likewise 
needs telling. We Just need to endeavor to make that bit of the 
story as accurate as possible! ./-/ 

7,,..-d;---
[NQ!§.: Due to unanticipated space limitation, several features promised to 
run in this issue will appear In our next journal. Our apologies.] 

One of the only known letters by Lincoln's "sole intimate friend" and mentor, Joshua Fry Speed. 

Recently, we were pleased to facilitate an addition to the permanant collection at the Library of Congress: a letter written by Joshua 
Speed (1814-1882). The missive, worth our sharing here, was cataloged as: Autograph Lener Signed. Springfield, IL. 3pps. with address 
panel, covering two days - December 24 and 25, 1840, to his mother, Mrs. John Speed in Louisville, KY. Provenance: Ex. King Hostick; 
Southern Cross Books; George Rinsland Americana auctions; Paul Perlin Collection: Current owner to l.O.C. It reads as follows: 

[Springfield, Ills. Christmas Eve. 24 Dec 1840] I have just returned from a gay assemblage of youth and beauty, when all was hilarity and mirth 
when the red and rosy wine was dealt out freely in brimful cups. All were happy and I not the least so of that goodly company. At eleven o'clock at night. 
with my head swimming and my brain bedazzled till the pen I hold in my hand seems as large as a giant walking cane. I sit myself down as quietly as I 
can under such circumstances to perform a duty and a pleasure I have never neglected since I have been in the habit of spending this day from you -
to write to you on Christmas eve. Was i competent to the task -- upon this sheet of paper I would draw and by the mail send you a map of my mind delin
eating all the crooks, inlets, bays, gulphs, straits, rivers. continents. and oceans there are in this giddy head of mine. 

Affection for you dear Mother should be the ocean for a mothers love while it is nevP.r any more wearied with receiving demonstrations of 
esteem and regard from a son than the ocean is of receiving the waters of all the mighty rivers that are forever rolling into ,t. Is like the ocean too a moth
ers heart, gives back to the Sun (son) as much as it receives. What a strange influence wine has upon a man! i feel as if my fancy was upon a young 
horse without rein or bridle. WIii you forgive me for being merryl I could not write without owning it and would not forego the pleasure though the truth 
might cost you some pain. I will now to tea and tomorrow when my head is clearer and my fancy not so hard to curb I will finish my letter 

[Christmas Day 25 Dec 1840) What a host of recollections crowd upon my mind today as when last I received your welcome and parting kiss. 
I [?] the greeting and parting grasp o' my Father's hand and his "God bless you my boy" when we parted - so now in my fancy to fill out our family 
group is his presence needed and his death lamented -- nonetheless I am with you, as I know I am one this day, by you remembered. 

James wrote me. asking to know if I could be at home by the 1st of July - in answer I Informed him that I could not and requested him to write 
to me - please remind him of it if he has not already done so. 

James Bill had a few days ago a most violent attack of pluracy [sic] -- his life for about two hours was despaired of·- he is now I think out of 
all danger until he should have a relapse - he has but little constitution to bear him up against such an attack - his life hangs at all times by a thread. 

Remember me most affectionately to Ann Bill and to all inquiring friends and believe me. Yours forever. J F Speed. 

Given his longevity, we have to wonder why so little remains extant in the hand of th.is man so closely tied to the Lincoln story. 
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Signing the Document, cont. 
ceeded in both." Lossing recounted his 
visit to the Executive Mansion: 

"On Friday Evening I visited the Pres
ident in company with Senator Harris of 
our State, to whom I was Introduced by 
Mr. Baker. We found Post Master General 
Blair and Colonel Forney there, and I had 
an interview of at last a hall an hour. The 
President readily consented to my having 
the use of his Proclamation. He bad trust
ed the Ms to Mr. Nicolay, his private 
Secretery (sic] and he said 'make such 
bargain as you may with Mr. Nico
lay' ... Yesterday morning I called 
on Mr. Nicolay and he readily 
allowed me to make a facsimi
le of the Proclamation. He 
went with me to a photogra
pher to have it copied .... , 

Before Lossing departed 
from Lincoln's office, the 
President cautioned him as to 
the quality of his signature. 
Llncoln "explained to us why 
his signature to that document 
appeared tremulous. He 
said that it was signed on Benson J. Lossing (1813-91) was a "tremulous" signature? 
New Year's day immediate- highly-regarded engraver and Lossing never saw that 
ly after he had been shak- author/editor of numerous works on document. The draft 
ing hands for three hours American history. He began his which he photographed 
after his public reception." career il Poughkeepsie, New York as for reproduction was not 

Opening to page 564 in an editor, learning the trade of wood the document that Lincoln 
the second volume of hls engraving. In 1838, he removed to signed after the marathon 
Pictorial Field Book of the New York City. In 1848, he con- session of New Year's Day 
Civil War, Lossing repeats ceived the idea of publishing an handshaking. It was the 
Lincoln's story in greater Illustrated book on the American final draft which Lincoln 
detail beneath a facsimile Revolution, which proved highly sue- had written mostly in his 
of the Emancipation Procla- cessful and is still used as a refer- own hand that morning, 
mation: ence source today. Following the before the otricial New 

'I wish to make an success of his Pictorial Reid Book of Year reception. He had 
explanation of the cause of the Revolution he became one of the spent the previous day 
the last formal paragraphs most prolific chroniclers of American wrangling over the final 
being in another's hand-writ- history In the nineteenth century. wording of the document 
ing, and the appearance of a publishing no less than forty works and had not slept. Early 
tremulousness of hand when including the Pictorial History of the that morning he sat in his 
I signed the paper. It was on Civil War(3 vols., 1866-68, later edi- office and penned his final 
New Year's day. Before I had lions entitled Pictorial Field-Book of drait, covering three 
quite completed the procla- the Civil Wa"; Our Countrymen, or sheets of paper in his own 
mation, the people began to Brief Memoirs of Eminent Americans hand. To save time he 
call upon me to present the (1855); The Hudson, from the pasted two paragraphs 
compliments of the season. WIiderness to the Sea (1866); The from a printed version of 
For two or three hours I life and 7imes of Philip Schuyler the provisional emancipa
shook hands with them, and (1860-73); Pictorial Field-Book of the tion onto the first page. 
when l went back to the Warof1812(1868); OurCountry Lincoln then ordered 
desk, I could hardly hold a (1876-78); A Biography of James A. a clerk to deliver the linal 
pen in the hand that had Garfield (1882); History of New York draft to the State Depart
been so employed. So I used City(1884): and The Empire State ment to be engrossed into 
the hand of my private sec- (1887) among others. an oCficial state document 
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The recently discovered correspondence from 
Benson Lossing to his wife, January 25, 1863, 

recounting the story of Lincoln's "shaky" signature 
and plans for making the first facsimile of the 

Emancipation Proclamation. 

ready for Lincoln's signature. Soon after 
midmorning, Seward arrived at the White 
House with the engrossed copy ready for 
Llncoln's signature.But there was a prob
lem with the wording of the closing sub
scription, and Lincoln, mindful that every 
last word of his proclamation would be 
dissected by his enemies, wanted every
thing to be perfect. He sent Seward back 
to the State Department with the botched 
copy ordering another document drafted. 

.i ~ .tl\!11 
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Lincoln then went 
downstairs to the olficial 
White House levee 
which began at 11:30, 
first greeting dignitaries, 
Judges and the like, and 
then al noon, the general 
public. The crowd, antic
ipating the import of the 
day, was unusually large. 
Llncoln stood there, in 

good spirits, shaking hands with all who 
passed. At about 2:00, the doors were 
finally shut, and he returned upstairs. 

Seward and his son Frederick 
returned to the President's home at 3 
o'clock In the afternoon bearing Lincoln's 
draft was well as the ofiicial (and cor
rected) engrossed version. With no offi
cial ceremony, and only before a few 
friends, Lincoln sat in his office and 
began to sign. According to newspaper 
editor and Lincoln friend John W. Forney: 

Mr. Lincoln took a pen, dipped It in 



---------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

ink, moved it lo the place for the , . ✓,... excepted were to be filled up. I 
signature, held it a moment, and ./J..J..ff ,,,; d went down to the parlor and held 
then removed his hand and .., 

1
_;::::..::r:::.:::!,..~.- ~- , , ,..,. . ,. a very crowded reception. During 

dropped the pen. After a little -,"" .,---•~·--• ,.,,,.__ the time I was receiving caUs, the 
... ~,~ •• ~ffl,H~ hesitation he again took up the .,, .. , • ..,.._,,.,_.,.,.__, • .....,., ... -, information which would enable 

pen and went though the same f":•7'°:... me to lill up these blanks was fur-
movement as before. Mr. Lincoln nlshed me, and I left the drawing 
then turned to Mr. Seward, and room and hastened up stairs to 
said: "I have been shaking hands sign and send to the associated 
since nine o'clock this morning, press, the proclamation." 
and my right arm is almost par- ....,. ◄-,, -.,.. • ,- (Arnold, The History of Abraham 
alyzed. Ir my name ever goes ;::-;,_ :;.~·~;..:..::.:.:::.,..: Lincoln, and the Overthrow of Slav-
Into hblory It will be for this act, -- --.. • ,----.,,.,, ... .u. ery. 1871, p. 304) 
and my whole soul is in it. U my - - •/' - -- ·-~·-I-· Lincoln seemed not to be too 

1--,.,..._~--u.-.~ • ..,.~,... 
hand trembles when I sign the -, _ ,,. r -r~·-- ~ =-- consumed with the exact details. 
Proclamation, all who examine .... _ •- •·t'.- ... ••• ··--- - The events that were set In 

d h aft ., #, __ ..., .. ~
1

J!-r"" d h h d the ocument ere er will say, motion ue lo is signing t e oc-,:---- ~- -r,J"- ll" .-,_,_ 

~He hesitated." He then turned ument surely overshadowed the 
to the table, took up the pen ephemeral minutiae of who 
again, and slowly, firmly wrote Photographs of the first and last pages of the final draft of the Proclamation. signed what when. He had even 
that "Abraham Lincoln" with (From The Robert Todd Lincoln Family Papers, library of Congress.) less reverence (or relics. Lincoln 
which the whole world is now ------------------------ had promised the pen he used to 
familiar. He looked up, smiled, sign the proclamation to Charles 
and said: "That will do." . ,, Sumner. The Senator called for It 

Seward signed the document • / ' ;r.'r 4"' _✓, later that afternoon when Lincoln 
and then summoned John Nico- , ...). ✓ 1,, /.,J , ,/ ..,. ,,-,.(.; realized that he had placed his pen 
lay to write out the formal sub- 1 

/ /, 4,,,., ;,: A: , ,: ,, back with the others he used on his 
scriptlon on the first page. desk. Rather than disappoint Sum-
According to Allen Guelzo, Nico- :,19 ' ./ / /4,, ,,. ' /.,,;' n 'if - ner, he examined "half a dozen on 
lay also added the closing sub- , ,. , my table ... [and] gave him the one I 
scrlption onto the morning's /t,. ,.,, ,. , had most probably used." Lossing 
draft to which Seward and Lin- managed to obtain an image of this 
coin again added their signa- -' /. • .)f_ , ~ r as well and reproduced it Just 
tu res. Lincoln retained the draft /r, u, /I below the image of the draft procla-
for himself and Seward carried ~.v- , //.. ,-, mation. 
the engrossed document back to / , Lincoln donated the final draft 
the State Department to emboss .__ ____________________ _, (with some hesitation) to the 
the Great Seal of the United Anal page of the engrossed official copy with the Great Seal of the United Northeastern Sanitary Fair In 
States. As Lossing noted, that States. (Courtesy National Archives and Records Administration.) Chicago to be sold at auction for 
draft was kept with Nicolay for ----------------------- benefit ol the soldiers. It sold to 
safekeeping. Lossing conflate the circumstances sur- Thomas B. Bryan for $3,000 who present-

This chain of events adds to the mys- rounding the two documents. Whether ed it to the Chicago Soldier's Home which 
tery of the two signatures. The signature this was Lincoln's own confusion about produced lithograph reproductions sold 
on the official signed copy Is clearly the events surrounding the signing or for their benefit. The original went on ells-
shaky while the one Lincoln affixed to his Lossing's own misinterpretation will play at the Chicago Historical Society. It 
draft Is far smoother. Was Lincoln only probably never be known. Lincoln was lost In the Chicago Fire of 1871. 
suffering fru111 a sore hand that after- repeated the story often and it appears The engrossed copy remained in the 
noon, or did he 'hesitate?' Support for that details could vary with the telling. archives of the State Department, out of 
emancipation was of course far from Isaac Arnold recorded another version in public view. For the next century, most 
unanimous. Even his wife did not want which Lincoln did not reject the first visual representations of the Emancipa-
him to sign It. The official act of signing engrossed version because of the error in tion would use images of the final draft 
the document broke the palpable tension the closing subscription. Instead, Arnold while the original languished In the 
in the room, allowing Lincoln to relax, has Lincoln saying: archives of the State Department. Some-
possibly explaining why the signature "On New Years Day, (the 1st of Janu- time In the late nineteenth century, the 
affixed to the draft was more fluid than ary, 1863,) the linal proclamation was alt State Department removed the original 
one added lo the official state document. ready to be signed and sent to the press, binding ribbon, mounting the pages to a 

Lincoln was Little help either in solv- except for some blanks related to the larger sheet of heavy paper. It was then 
ing this quandary. His recollections to State of Louisiana, which were to be bound into a volume with other pres!-
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dential proclamations and given the num
ber "95." The volume containing the Eman
cipation Proclamation was transferred to 
the National Archives in 1936. 

Benson Lossing·s letter is one of the 
earliest known accounts of the "tremulous 
signature" story. The discovery of Benson 
Lossing's personal letter to his wife for the 
first time "grounds" an otherwise apoc
ryphal recounting of events of the day. Yet 

I-
' ,,. ,,. . 

/I,, r . l-«./ -"k:" ',, .<.. .,. .,• 

Detail of the "tremulous· signature. 

the letter also reveals how, through the hap
penstance of foggy memories and misun
derstanding, a misattribution could endure 
for decades. In sifting through the "details" 
of the event, it now appears that the "tremu
lous signature" was placed on the official 
engrossed copy, corroborated by Lincoln's 
apologetic admonition to Lossing. The 
author/historian was given access to the 
final draft version (with "normal" signature) 
by its custodian, John.Nicolay. This exam
ple would be depicted in Lossing's book as 
well as subsequent reference works by 
other authors. Yet, like the question of 
whi.ch exact pen was used to sign the his
toric document, the truth surrounding the 
"tremulous signature" remains elusive. ::;,,--
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Iincoln On Pam.de: "This Bud's For You!" 

T 
he 1975 Tournament of Roses Parade in Pasadena, CA included three floats that 
featured images of our 16th president. They were sponsored by the City of Mon
tebello, the National Exchange Clubs and the Occidental Life Insurance Compa
ny. We are fortunate to be able to picture three of the entries. These Lincoln col
lectibles are truly ephemeral and, unlike related paraphernalia that we collect, 
are doomed to an early demise. In fact, these photos, recently discovered in the 

depths of our Rail Splitter files, may be the sole surviving evidence of their creation. 
Montebello's entry, titled "His Truth Goes Marching On", is modeled on Daniel 
Chester French's statue at the Lin
coln Memorial. To construct It in 
flowers, the marble statue was 
duplicated in steel rods and papi
er-mache, then covered with white 
carnations and sesame seed. It sits 
on a bed of red roses. Two stylized 
feather quills, symbolizing the 
power of Lincoln's writings, are 
cantilevered off the back of the 
float. They are covered with white 
mums, carnation petals and lunar
la. The National Exchange Club's 
entry, titled "Milestones of Free
dom ~. symbolizes the Freedom 
Shrine. a collection of 28 American 
documents that have contributed 
to our heritage. A large rotating 
drum displays flora graphs of 
some of these documents and the 
men who wrote them. The flora 
graphs are composed of white 
gladiola petals, sesame seed, sea 
foam stattis, and onion seed. The 
drum is supported by 13 free
standing columns of gold mums, 
symbolic of the original colonies. 
Two bas-reliefs with eagles, repli- ' -
cas of the Freedom Shrine Medal
lion, flank the drum at both sides. 
Gold mum stars floating over a red 
rose base complete the entry. 
Finally, the Occidental Life Insur
ance Company presented "Land of 
the Freett, a flower-filled bowl 44 
feet long and 13 feet deep with 
open-winged eagles on the sides. 
Most of the bowl is decorated with 
yellow chrysanthemums. The 
bowl's rim, the garlands from --:;:
which it is suspended and the base 
gardens are covered with Anniversary and Golden Wave roses. Suspended vertically 
from the bowl and completely encircling it are four-foot tri-vlsion panels which 
revolve at eight-second intervals. Two of the three revolutions reveal places and peo
ple prominent in American history, while the third shows a design of red and white 
stripes, and a blue field with white stars. This float contains virtually every type of 
flower used in float decoration. Well, as they say, you had to be there! 
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Fostell, collector/showman, cont. 

Knowing of my research into prominent 19th century Civil 
War collectors such as A.E. Brooks, John Rosensteel, J. Howard 
Wert, and Charles Gunther, Rad discussed Fostell as though I 

similar testimonials and documents. 
I was floored when I got to the other relics. Among them was 

a smaU piece of the lace that decorated the catafalque and a 

was most likely famil
iar with the name. I 
was not. I was soon to 
be amazed that the 
name hadn't surfaced 
in all of my investiga
tions into early col
lectors, because In 
the course of his life
time Fostell assem
bled one of the 
largest 19th century 
private collections oI 
Lincoln material. 

-1i ~' 
I --~~ ·- ..... -· 9!-:;,.. 

~~ 
--~ 

-- --.,;, ...... -.,, 
...... 

~ 

A typical selection of Fostell material Including an 1866 inaugural ball Invitation for Mrs. H. Wilson, an 1860 
Democratic ticket for Breckinridge and Lane, a Republican ticket for Lincoln and Hamlin, an 1860 election 

ticket for Bell & Everett. a letter on Lincoln-Hamlin letterhead, and a printed copy of McClellan's acceptance of 
the 1864 Democratic presidential nomination. The collection includes a wide variety of printed ephemera 

including song sheets, cartoons, printed speeches. mourning items. and books. 

Rad explained to 
me that when he 
acquired the collec
tion it was obvious 
that the original con
tents spanned Lin- ---------------------------------

piece of cloth from 
the presidential 
dais in Springfield, 
Illinois. Then I saw 
a black silk tassel 
and a piece of cloth 
from the New York 
City catafalque. 
Then a piece of the 
delicate white lace 
that decorated the 
president's box at 
Ford's Theatre. The 
relic that most 
astounded me was 
a small piece of the 
black frock coat 
Lincoln was wear
ing when Booth 
assassinated him. 

Then I found myself holding in my hands the Federal army
issue forage cap worn by Sgt. Boston Corbett, "the Lincoln 
Avenger," on the night he shot John Wilkes Booth in the Garret 
barn in Caroline County, Virginia. It also appears to be the very 
same hat he is wearing in one of the famous photos taken after 
the shooting. 

coin's entire life. "The basement was stacked with broken shad
ow boxes with rotting tags describing relics long since eaten by 
termites, moths, rodents, and moisture. I remember one tag iden
tified a 'piece of rail.split by Abe Lincoln' but the piece or wood 
was gone. Another tag describe<.! a piece of missing wood as 
being from the Lincoln cabin. There were others that made it 
clear that F'ostell acquired some rare items from Lincoln's early 
days in order to present Lincoln's life from childhood to death." 

As we examined the collection, I saw that Rad had arranged 
the surviving relics into three smaller categories: political cam
paigns, the presidency, and the assassination. The first group 
consisted of campaign ribbons and medals; photographs; pris
tine 1860 and 1864-dated newspapers reporting campaign news; 
several fragile red, white, and blue oilcloth kepis worn by 1860 
Lincoln campaigners known as the Wide Awakes; and several 
warrants, election ballots, and inaugural ball invitations. 

The section on the presidency contained period photographs 
or such subjects as the Lincoln family, the White House and 
grounds, and sundry tracts, newspapers, and documents relating 
to the two Lincoln administrations. Patriotic-motif envelopes, 
song sheets, handbills, and other ephemera abounded. 

The largest and most compelling category was dedicated to 
the assassination of the president and the aftermath of that trag
ic event. Here were cabinet photos of the major principals 
involved in the president's final hours: Lincoln and his widow, 
Gen. Grant, Clara Harris, Maj. Rathbone, John Wilkes BooU1, the
atre owner John T. Ford, and others. There were cartes de visite 
or songstress Pauline Cushman and Gideon Welles, and stere
oviews of the deathbed scene, the Peterson House, and the Lin
coln catafalque. 

There were a number of newspapers such as the New York 
Times and the Philadelphia Enquirer with banner headlines 
announcing the assassination, the killing of Booth, Lincoln's 
mourning trains and burial, and the execution or the conspira
lors. There was a case full of mourning badges, sheet music, 
mourning paper and envelopes, poems, farewell addresses, and 
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Many of the smaller items were carefully sewn to stiff cards 
the size of playing cards. Fostell had neatly written the pertinent 
information about the item on each card: the name of the person 
who had presented the particular piece to him and the date on 
which it was received. Fostell's distinctive signature appeared at 
the bottom. 

By the time I had seen 
most of the items, I was 
overwhelmed with the 
scope of the collection. 
But there was another sur
prise in store. Among the 
many sheaves of docu
ments and various paper 
goods was a small blue 
booklet titled • Abraham 
Lincoln from the Cradle to 
thP. Grave." It was a cata-
logue of the part of Fos- Fostell collected a wide variety of Booth photos. 
tell's huge Lincoln collec-
tion that was lent to the Bridgeport Elks Lodge for their 1904 
Grand Karnival fund raiser. Its list of contents was astounding. 

Among the scores or items listed were the small brass key to 
the president's box at Ford's Theatre, a bloodstained theatre 
program found on the floor of the presidential box alter the 
assassination, one of the original $100,000 wanted posters for 
Booth and co-conspirator David Herold, a Ford's Theatre ticket 
found on conspirator Lewis Payne when he was captured, 
Booth's watch fob, and the receipt of undertaker J.H. Weaver for 
Booth's 1869 reinterment in Green Mount Cemetery in Baltimore. 
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These were but a few of 
the many that caught my eye. 

I was also intrigued by 
the numerous notations 
attesting to the authenticity of 
the collection. Fostell appar
ently sought letters and state
ments from those who pre
sented relics to him, and he 
proudly extolled these in his 
catalogue. As one might 
expect, some prominent 
names appear in the prove
nances. In some cases he 
detailed the traiJ of ownership 
from the first owner to himself. 

Above: A piece of Lincoln's coat worn the 
night of his assassination. 

Below: A piece of lace curtain from Lincoln's 
box at Ford's Theatre. 

~-~· .-,. 

It ls clear from the full 
descriptions that accompa
nied many of Fostell's pieces 
that he was a serious collector 
who was knowledgeable about 
other collections and museum 
holdings of Lincoln memora

. ~~ 
"J 

bilia. One item in his collection was a Booth signature signed 
twice on a check drawn on the bank of Jay Cooke & Co. of Wash
ington, D.C., dated January 7, 1865. Fostell's catalogue describes 
the signature as "rare" and he states that as of the early I900s 
"there are only 5 (Booth signed) checks known and are owned by 
Peter Gilsey, B.A. McKee, the Lincoln Museum in Washington, 
Libby Prison Museum, and Mr. Al. Fostell." Another document in 
his papers mentions the famous Oldroyd Collection, which had 
just been acquired by the government. 

Among the many documents and papers was a photo-Jllus
trated business card identifying Fostell as a minstrel, vaudeville 
entertainer, and talent agent. Newspaper clippings and theatre 
handbills confirmed that Postell 
was a very accomplished enter
tainer and was quite famous in his 
day. He was also director of the 
White Rats, the groundbreaking 
labor union for the performing 
arts-a precursor of the American 
Federation of Labor. This connec
tion undoubtedly gave Postell 
entree to some of the theatre peo- ---------
pie who possessed relics from 
Ford's Theatre. 

A cynic might question the 
authenticity of some of the pieces, 

Other relics include a piece of silk 
bunting, cord, and lassei form the 
catafalques and dias from the New 

York and Springfield funerals. 
but credibility is lenl by Fostell's ---------
indisputable position as a serious and knowledgeable collector, 
the number of letters from prominent individuals responding to 
requests from Fostell for material, and the published prove
nance of key pieces. 

I also discovered that Fostell displayed his vast collection of 
Lincoln artifacts in a traveling museum that accompanied him 
on his frequent performance tours across America. This 
explained the shadow boxes and steamer trunks Rad found lit-
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tering the basement of the New 
York home where the bulk of Fos
tell's collection met its dreary 
demise. The collection was dis
played in glass-cased shadow 
boxes and transported in trunks 
from city to city when Fostell 
toured. 

At this point, it seemed 
entertainer Al. Emmett Fostell 
was once again demanding cen
ter stage - this time from 
beyond the grave. His Lincoln 
collecti.on earned him another 
bid for notoriety, and I grew 
determined to shed limelight on 
him once again. But first I would 
have to learn more about this 
enterprising collector and enter
tainer, once a public figure and 
now mired in obscurity. For this I 
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A catalogue of Fostell's collection on 
loan to the Bridgeport, CT 

Elks Lodge, 1904. 
enlisted the aid of the editor, ----------
whose findings follow. 

N ancy Dearing Rossbacher: 

A pox upon stage names! Nothing, but nothing, makes a 
researcher reach for the Excedrin faster than a stage name 

that effectively obscures a performer's actual background. Lots 
of people know that John Wayne was born Marion Morrison, and 
some know that Gerry Dorsey morphed Into Englebert 
Humperdinck (go figure), but entertainers of earlier, more free
wheeling Umes could-and often did-step through the back
stage door calling themselves anything they pleased. There was 
little danger of anyone r~"::':lla,..--'!!~-c;:...,.--..r::--lll'll-'l!!'r1 
discovering a true 
name unless the person 
publicly copped to it. 

And. of course, the 
moniker of early vaude
ville performer and Lin- ,,.,.,.,,,_,. 
colniana collector AL -.~v,,11.,i,.i,,,, 

Emmett Fostell (vari
ously spelled Fostelle 
and Forstelle) was a 
stage name. 

By the way, I decided to 
include the curious period after 
"Al" throughout this article 
because Al. himself was usually 
fastidious about it appearing 
on his calling card, letterhead, 
and other business materials. f 
don't know the reason for it-it 
may have been a simple affec
tation-but it was clearly his 
preference. 

Fostell has long been 
A rare "Wide Awake'' kepi, painted red, 

white and blue. 

continued. next page 
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Boston Corbett's 
kepi. (All photos 
of artifacts from 
the Sprague/Fos-
tell Collection.) 

thought by Lincoln col
lectors and vaudeville 
historians to have 
changed his name 

lrom Foster, which 
he himself implied 
la a six-page, 

handwritten, 
stream-of-conscious-

ness recollection in the 
care of the Harry Ransom Humanities Research 
Center at the University of Texas at Austin. 
Armed with a copy of that short autobiography, I 
used every wildcard, fuzzy search, and permuta
tion of names I could think of for him as Fostell or 
Foster; for his songstress wife, whose stage name 
was Plorence Emmett; and for his daughter 
Gilberta, whose stage name in a short-lived 
career with her parents was Vesta Gilbert. I came 
up with bupkes. 

It was as though Al. Emmett Postell simply 
didn't exist until his stage career began in the 
1870s, which only sharpened my curiosity. Com
monly I research the men who fought the war, 

not the ones who collected their artifacts, but Al. was so color
ful, his collection so vast, and his origins so murky that I was 
hooked. I wondered: Why the fascination with the Lincoln assas
sination? He was said to have been born in 1856-was, perhaps, 
his father a veteran? Or did he have strong childhood memories 
of being in a wartorn area? 

It struck me that today's serious collectors get interviewed, 
lauded, and much written about. Why should Fostell, posthu
mously, deserve any less? 

But I got completely sytmied. In the course of combing 
through the records, I was learning a Jot about early vaudeville, 
but knowledge of early Postell was going twenty-three skidoo. 

Oh, you kid. 
Having dismally brick-walled, I then e-mailed associate cura

tor Helen Adair at the Harry Ransom HumaniUes Center, and she 
was kind enough to go back through their Postell holdings for 

A poster for Fostell & Emmett's vaudeville show. 
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me. She came up with only 
one additional clue: a photo
graph on which Fostell noted 
the people shown. Among 
them were his daughter 
"Berdie~ (a pet name for 
Gilberta) and Gilberta's new 
husband, Eugene Meranger. 
Al., bless his meticulous, 
detail-driven heart, even 
noted the Boston address of 
the theatre-district rooming 
house at which the photo-
graph was taken. ___________ _ 

Bingo. I was able to get a 
copy of his daughter's mar
riage record from a New Eng
land database. In Boston, on 
May 17, 1908, French-born 
Eugene Meranger did indeed 

Fostell's stage name may have been, In 
part, a tip of the hat to minstrel Daniel 0. 
Emmett, whom Fostell met at least once. 
Above: A facsimllle of Emmetrs original 

rrusic for "Dixie's Land". 

marry Gilberta, who was living at the precise address Al. had 
noted on the image. 

But she wasn't a Fostell. 
And she wasn't a Foster. 
She was Gilberta Rosenberger, a 20-year-old New York-based 

singer, the daughter of Emil Rosenberger (nice to meet you, Al.) 
and Florence Jordan (not Emmett). 

The discovery was backed up later that day when I found in 
Radford Sprague's Fostell Collection an 1894 letter addressed to 
an "E. Rosenberger" in Brooklyn. Had it not been for that Boston 
marriage record, I doubt that I'd ever have made the connection. 
I've since run into other Rosenberger mentions in Fostell-related 
materials, bolstering the birth name into absolute certainty. 

With the new information, il didn't take long to find the 
young Emil Rosenberger. Who better to track a Rosenberger than 
a Rossbacher? I got a few chuckles 
along the way when my fuzzy search- (any Pastar's 14th Strllt Tllntre 
es on the last name netted me some PROGRAMME 

of my own ancestors. 
Of the stage acts of "Postell and 

Emmett," as the husband-and-wife 
duo billed themselves, one riff was 
perhaps the best known. Postell did a 
dialect-comedy impression of a 
Deutscher, and wife Florence 
Emmett, although she was also a seri
ous singer, accompanied with yodel
ing. I quickly discovered why Postell 
would be adept at lampooning a Ger
man. Born in New York on August 12, 
1858 (not 1856 as has been prevlous-
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ly reported), he was the son of Ger- m• oaiuT .....,, • ..,.,. 

man immigrants who, when he was .__ __ .- ______ ...J 

young, moved to a part of Manhattan 
known as "the Gemrnn Broadway." 

From his youthful start enter
taining at clambakes and picnics, 
Fostell went on to, if not great the-

The collection lncudes some of 
Fostell's once extensive vaudeville 

collection incluidng this 1900 
playbill which inluded a pertor
macne by Fostell and his wife. 
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atrical fame and fortune, a measure of 
success on the vaudeville stage with .lnhu \I ilkl':-1.lu11th 
"musical slack wire acts," comedic 
skits featuring "Fritz, the German Musi
cian," and even trapeze work. In addi
tion, he worked as a theatrical agent, 
and letters relating to those endeavors 
survive at the Harry Ransom Humani
ties Research Center and the New York 
Public Library. 

His handwritten recollections read 
like a who's who of minstrelsy, travel
ing performers, agents, and celebrated 
theatres, including George Primrose, 

"""',. ..... 
• • YU a, r • tt •111tV 

Benjamin F. Keith, Edward F. Albee (grandfather by adoption of 
the acclaimed playwright of the same name), the Olympic, Tony 
Pastor ("The Father of Vaudeville"), and Pastor's Fourteenth 
Street Theatre. Some of the recollections ring of the exaggeration 
associated with vaudevillian promo-speak, which relied heavily 
on preeesenting acts as the grrreatest! The grrrandest! The wor
rrld reeenownedl But in some cases, and perhaps all, Fostell's 
short memoir was anything but hyperbole. 

For instance, Fostell recalled touring with ventriloquist and 
magician Zera Semon. Zera was the father of Larry Semon, whom 
Fostell described as "the million dollar screen comedian who 
was then a baby." Um, Larry who? I discovered that Larry Semon 
did indeed star in scores of silent films 
from 1915 until his untimely death in 
1928. According to a biography at gold
ensilents.com, at one time his popularity 
rivaled that of Charlie Chaplin. (It's been 
suggested. but unproven, that Larry 
Semon faked his own demise. I mention 
that as a bil of foreshadowing.) 

vaudeville-like presen-
" tation in England in 

1723 and a circus 
engagement in Balti
more in 1785. Pho
tographs of famous 
people, newspaper clip
pings, playbills, trinkets 
from this and that-Al. 
was a hoarder, for 

A curious note on a photo of Fostell posing with which I respect him 
hotelier Eddie Geisenheimer. (Rail Splitter Archives.) immensely. 

Enough so that I'm 
willing to fight to the death with the spell-checker to let hlm 
retain the quirky punctuation after his first name. The only alter
native is to rearrange all the sentences with its mention so that 
they end with Al. Like that. 

But why the name Al. Emmett Foste)\? Al-period remains a 
mystery, but the Emmett in his name-and perhaps his wife's as 
well- might have been homage to the father of minstrelsy, 
Daniel Decatur Emmett. He was the composer of "Dixie," which 
Lincoln once remarked was one of his favorite tunes. It is known 
that Fostell met the venerable Emmett on at least one occasion, 
for in an undated collection-inventory typescript prepared by 
Fostell's daughter there is mention of an artifact given to "my 
father" by "Dan Decatur Gummett [sic]" in Chicago in 1882. The 

name Fostell might have been inspired by 
a 19th century, New York City-based 
stage actor named Charles Fostelle or a 
gentleman who went by the simple 
moniker "Fostelle" when with the Arling
ton Minstrels io the I870s, around the 
time Rosenberger morphed into Fostell. 

By 1915, when Fostell ls reported in a 
later Variety obituary to have retired from 
the stage, vaudeville was ailing. Its pulse 
was soon further weakened by the 
advent of talkies. By the Great Depres
sion, it was a corpse. 

During those heady days of vaude
ville's popularity, Fostell, who was by all 
indications a high-energy fellow, also 
sought excitement from the activity that 
brings him to these pages: zealously col
lecting Civil War artifacts, particularly 
Lincoln assassination items. As men
tioned earlier, surviving letters attest to 
the fact that he corresponded with 
numerous people in his quest for pho

Major Henry Rathbone and Clara Harris, who were both present 
in Lincoln's box on t11e evening of April 14, 1865. Later, while 
serving as a U.S. consul in Germany, Rathbone went insane, 
murdering Clara Their children almost met the same fate had 
not a nurse intervened. He died in an insane asylum In 1911. 

Similarly dead, according to the 
same Variety piece, was Postell. He 
passed on, the Vari- _...,._ 

tographs, autographs, and other sou- -----------------

ety article notes, in 
February 1920 
after falling victim 

venirs from the people associated with the tragedy. He also gath
ered memorabilia in the course of his extensive stage-related 
travels, and the result was a collection wide-ranging in content. 

Some of the Items in the collection he eventually amassed 
were of the jaw-dropping variety, but Fostell, ever the egalitarian, 
had a love for the lowly and the tangential as well. So voracious 
was his collecting appetite that one gets the impression that 
he'd have been delighted to acquire a broken shoelace that once 
belonged to the brother of the janitor of the building next to 
Ford's Theatre. 

And, as is a nearly universal inclination of collectors, he did
n't collect just one thing. His collection of early theatre memora
bilia was vast and included bills of entertainment that dated to a 
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to a nervous breakdown. 
So imagine my bewilderment when I 

opened a small notebook in Rad's Fostell 
holdings in which are recorded the titles 
aod copyright dates of books, mostly Civil 
War-related. For a moment I wondered if, 
at last, I was going to be able to rake in the 
million dollars the National Enquirer is .,_.__........,"--=...,_;_._.,.._. 
said to offer for irrefutable proof of life 
alter death. 

Because in the handwritten record of 
books, there are copyright dates for books 

Fostell (right) posing with 
an unkown gentleman, 
possibly Ed Emerson. 
(Rail Splitter Archives.) 

published in the 1920s and 1930s. Fostell -------
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mlght have known some magicians and fortune Lellers, but 
there's no suggestion that he was into spirit-writing. 

I wondered if perhaps Fostell llved and recovered enough to 
reengage, to some extent, in his Civil War collecting pursuits. If 
so, perhaps he or his family thought it better for his fans to 
remember the impresario Fostell the way he was. It would cer
tainly have been a creative exeunt. 

Back into the census records I went. Some months aiter the 
reputed demise of Al. Emmett FosLell, birth name Emil Rosen
berger, there was an Emil Rosenberg listed as an «insane inmate" 
at Kings Park State Hospital on Long Island. I'll save future 
researchers the trouble of chasing that red herring. I found that 
same Emil already an inmate at Kings Park in 1910 when Fostell 
was verifiably still in show biz. No match. 

Then, in the census of 1930, I found an Emil Rosenblatt, a 
widower of the approximate age, the correct birthplace of New 
York, and the correct parents' birthplaces of Germany to be Fos
tell. There is no Emil Rosenblott recorded anywhere in the Unit
ed States in any census from 1860 to 1920, so the last name is 
clearly a misspelling. The Emil Rosenblatt of 1930 was an inmate 
at an Insane asylum in Manhattan. 

It's suggestive but enough of a stretch that I was wondering 
if Fostell's apparent fascination with tales of the not-really-dead 
had rubbed off on me. In the collection .....--------~ 
that passed to Rad's hands are numer
ous newspaper clippings and even a full
length paperback telling tales about 
John Wilkes Booth having escaped, var
iously, to freedom in Brazll and to a mar
riage, complete with a surviving daugh
ter. in Enid, Oklahoma. (It seems as 
though Enid is, 11 one Is to believe some 
of the stories, the locus of dramatic 
reappearances of people associated 
with Lincoln's assassination. One story 
has it that Booth's purported slayer, 
Boston Corbett, lived in Enid alter his 
escape from an insane asylum.) 

Also in the collection of Fostell 
items Is a newspaper article titled 
"Wilkes Booth Mystery ls Recalled by 
Niece" in which Booth is once again said 
to have escaped and survived. I'll add 

Fostell posing wilh some of his 
vaudeville freinds in font of 

Boston's monument to 
Natllaniel Banks. 

that the clipping is dated 1925, live years ---------

r; 

alter Fostell's reported 
demise. 

Another tale of John 
Wilkes Booth's post-mortem 
life is told in several install
ments of a tract in the col
lection, written by one 
Christopher C. Ritter and 
titled "Expansive Delusions, 
or What Ritter Knows of Lin
coln's Assassination and 
John Wilkes Booth's Mover 
ments Afterwards." On the 
last installment in the collec

tion is a handwritten note: ~chapters 7, 8, and 9 are now before 
the Librarian of Congress for Endorsement, and will reach me 
again about July 4th to 5th maybe sooner C.C. Ritter." There is 
also a note on a similar installment of the tract that appeared in 
a 2005 online auction at "The Rail Splitter," a site that specializes 
in Lincolniana. From that note it appears that Ritter had con
tacted Fostell seeking funding to publish his story of Booth's sur
vival and later life. 

The tracts are said to date to the 1890s and have been 
judged by some to be a hoax perpetrated by an opportunist. I 
question that. I found the Christopher C. Ritter who wrote the 
pieces residing as an inmate in the Eastern Indiana Hospital for 
the Insane in 1900. He died in 1901, and I wonder if his well-writ
ten, detail-rich story was the result of an unhinged mind rather 
than an intentional, dollar-driven deception. 

This much was certain: I'd wound up poking about in the 
records of an inordinate number of insane asylums. 

I've found, at this writing, no record of wile Florence Emmett 
in the 1920-'30 period. So where was Fostell's daughter Gilberta 
during that time? In 1920, she was a housekeeper with her hus
band, Eugene Meranger, in-of all places for an ex-variety show 
performer who was raised near dazzling footlights-Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. 

Sk!.cl2ru:.: Fostell's love of the tangential must have infected 
me, because I wound up tracking daughter Gilberta's husband's 
family as well. Tangential though it was, I discovered that 
Eugene's father, reported by his mother to be dead in the cen
suses of 1900 through 1930, was in actuality very much alive and 
sequentially living with a much younger woman in Chicago and 
then a still younger divorced lass out in California. 

Yet another miraculous resurrection, but in that case I can 
prove it. 

Back to the story. At that point in my research I became 
intrigued by a short stack of hand-bound, Civil War book 
extracts in Rad's collection. The name Ed Emerson was hand
printed on the thick paper covers, and I recognized the hand as 
that of the Civil War book list with post-1920 titles. So, a resur
rected Fostetl hadn't compiled the list; an Ed Emerson had, and 
he was somehow entwined with Fostell's history. 

Then, everywhere I turned, my research was lousy with 
Emersons. 

Earlier I mentioned the collection of Fostell material in the 
hands of the New York Public Library. Called "The Emerson Col
lection on Vaudeville, 1877-1928," the extensive collection was 

10 -----------------------
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donated, date unknown, by a Mr. Emerson. Of the donor, It is 
noted only that "The Library has no biographical information on 
Mr. Emerson, a collector of material on vaudeville." Of the con
tents: "Primarily t;orrespondence, mainly letters to theatrical 
booking agents especially Al Fostell of New York City, from 
vaudeville actors." 

Within the collection is this, and note the dates: "Box l-Fold
er 69, Correspondence from unidentified individuals, 1885-1928, 6 
letters, Mostly letters to Al Fostell, one to Mr. Emerson." 

Then I found that an E. Emerson's note was penciled on 
papers in a collection of other Fostell Items auctioned online at 
www.rallsplitter.com in 2005. I got in touch with Jonathan Mann, 
editor of the associated journal. TI1e Rail Splitter. and learned that 
Fostell Is said to have purchased, around the turn of the century, 
a collection from an early Lincolniana collector named Ed Emer
son. I also learned that some collectors believe that he was none 
other than actor EA Emerson, who was cast as Lord Dundreary 
in "Our American Cousin" that tragic April night in 1865. 

Certainly being at the scene of the crime might spur a per
son to collect related memorabilia, but actor E.A. Emerson may 
have had yet more reason. He had been friends with Booth. 

Jonathan graciously offered to pack up the Fostell-Emerson 
materials in his possession, and the FedEx package that arrived 
the next day answered some questions and raised a few more. 

I pause here to give thanks for collectors who so willingly 
share their knowledge and artifacts. 

I also pause to reflect that there are two kinds of librarians. 
There are those who gleefully anticipate someone asking for 
obscure reference materials in their possession, and the more 
deeply buried in the stacks, the better. Then there are those who 
primly, even curtly, behave as though the materials are their per
sonal possessions to be fiercely guarded from sullying human 
inquiries. 

Happily, I kept running into the former. My online research 
found that in the papers that Dr. Richard D. Mudd, grandson of 
Dr. Samuel Mudd, donated to the Georgetown University Library 
were a couple of biographical notes on actor E.A. Emerson. With
in three hours of my e-mailing the library, manuscripts proces
sor Scott S. Taylor had faxed the pages to the NSTCW office. 

From that file I learned that thespian Edwin A. Emerson, wit
ness to the assassination, quit acting after the assassination and 
became a bookseller and stationer in Lynchburg, Virginia. He 
later moved to the District of Columbia, where he worked In 
stained glass. 

Records suggest that he was an vigorous man-census 
records revealed that at around age 67 the widowed Emerson was 
remarried to a woman 28 years his junior-but I found no indica
tion that he was also a vigorous collector of assassination arti
facts. Although there is an oblique mention in the Mudd Papers 
of a trunk, contents unknown, he may have once had in his pos
session, overall It seems as though he and his descendants pre
ferred to remove themselves from the events at Ford's Theatre. 

Far more compelling evidence is that actor Edwin A. Emer
son, who was born in 1839, died In 1922. He was not, obviously, 
the Ed Emerson whose handwriting and signatures in the collec
tion materials post-date that. 

Could it have been his son, Edwin B. Emerson, born in 1869? 
I found that he, like his father, was in the stained glass trade in 
Washington in 1910 and 1920, but in 1930 he was an airplane 

mechanic in Nassau, New York. The New York location would be 
suggestive of possible association with Fostell, but there are sev
eral points that negate that. First, Edwin B. Emerson died in 
1932---curiously, on the very day of the 67th anniversary of Lin
coln's assassination. There are handwritten Emerson materials 
In the collection that post-date 1932. 

Also, evidence in the items Jonathan Mann was kind enough 
to send shows that the Ed Emerson associated with the collec
tion was, like Fostell, a traveling performer, and his home base 
was in Brooklyn; it does not in any way suggest that he was a 
stained glass artisan or airplane mechanic residing in Washing
ton or Nassau. 

While Emerson remained a mystery, I grew to like him a 
great deal In the course of flipping through Jonathan's Fostell 
and Emerson items. 

From notations on photographs in Jonathan's collection it 
became clear that Fostell and Ed Emerson were friends and 
moved in the same circles. On one is noted in Al. 's very recog
nizable hand the names of the two ladies shown and the date in 
1912 he took the photo. Beneath it is a playful recounting, in 
Emerson's hand and signed "E. Emerson: about how one of the 
ladies "could drink booze." Emerson penciled in a brief account 
of how he made up a bed on a bathtub in a hotel and when the 
lady in question sat on the bed, he removed the underpinning 
and she fell into a tub full of water. A vaudeville-inspired antic lf 
ever there was one. 

Another image is of two men standing regally atop a small slab 
of a monument. Fostell stands in the front, and behind him is a man 
who appears somewhat younger, but no less dapper, than he. In 
Emerson's distinctive handwriting and bearing his occasionally 
inventive spelling is a joking "Copp aught to come along now." On 
the reverse is, in Fostell's hand, "Al. Fostell & Eddie Geisenheimer 
on the Tri State Stone, Port Jervis, N.Y., Feb 22 1913." 

So far, a Fostell had turned out to be a Rosenberger, a dead 
husband had turned out to be still perambulating on the planet, 
and Enid, Oklahoma, was rumored to be the single most reap
pear-worthy spot on Earth. Given all that. it occurred to me that 
there's no reason a Geisenheirner couldn't be an Emerson. 

He wasn't. The Eddie Geisenheimer In the image was a 
prominent hotelier in Port Jervis and, for a time, ran a show 
hall-likely the basis of his connection to Fostell. 

Whoever Emerson was, I knew I liked him very much indeed 
when I saw a photocopy of a letter to him in Jonathan's collec
tion. The 1926 letter, addressed to "Ed Emerson" in Brook.Iyo, 
was from a librarian with the Illinois State Historical Library, and 
it was in response to Emerson contacting them about purchasing 
his "Linroln Collection." 

The librarian wrote, "As you are probably aware, the 
Oldroyd Collection has been purchased by the government." 
Emerson drew an arrow to the statement and commented wryly 
In the margin: "Politics." 

The letter continued: "I note you say that you value your col
lection at $3,500. We have no such large sum for the purchase of 
this sort of material." Emerson drew an arrow to the librarian's 
name and zinged him with another margin note: "Doesn't know 
the value of a collection." 

At top Emerson wrote simply, "This I never answered." 
Although the conventional wisdom has been that coHector 

E. Emerson was the "Our American Cousin" actor and that Fos
continued, next page 
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tell bought his collection, I posit a different theory. I suggest that 
he was unrelated to the E.A. Emerson of Ford's Theatre, and fur
ther, that Emerson got possession of Fostell's collection, not the 
other way around. 

How else to explain the post-1920 Emerson notations and 
the additions to the FostelJ collection? How else to explain how 
a mysterious Mr. Emerson was later in a position to donate a 
large collection of Fostell's letters to the New York Public Library 
after F'ostell's death? 

That they were friends and colleagues can be established 
from the evidence, but they may have been more. 

In 1930, Gilberta's husband Eugene and hls mother were liv
ing together in a county outside of New York City. He was record
ed as married, but Gilberta appears nowhere in sight. I found only 
one Gilberta of the right age recorded anywhere in the United 
States census in 1930, and she was living in Brooklyn, New York. 

Gilberta's birthplace is noted as Ohio, a state the Fostell's 
touring took them to from lime to time; her father's birthplace is 
shown as New York, which is a match; and her mother's was 
Maine, which l believe to be a match as well for Florence Emmett. 

Living with her and reported to be her spouse was an 
Edward Emerson. More, he is the only possible match ln Brook
lyn that year to be the Ed Emerson who received the letter about 
the "Lincoln Collection." 

If the Edward and Gilberta Emerson who were in Brooklyn in 
1930 are Ed Emerson and Fostell's daughter Gilberta, the Fostell 
collection might not have been a purchase. 

IL might instead have been an inheritance. 
In the mid-20th century the once vast collection became 

scattered. Some items wound up in the collection of Brooklyn
based collector Albert Davis, and those items journeyed to the 
Harry Ransom Humanities Center in 1956. Some items, primarily 
those concerning vaudeville, were donated to the New York Pub
lic Library by the mysterious ~Mr. Emerson." Still others wound 
up in private hands, and they surface from time to time in the 
collecting marketplace. 

Today, Radford Sprague's may be one of the largest, if not 
the largest, section of the collection that is still intact in a private 
collector's hands. 

But the primary question, the one that made me embark on 
thJs tantalizing maze of research in the first place, remained. 
Why the fascination with Lincoln and his assassination? 1 found 
no indication that Fostell's father was a veteran nor that any of 
the men with whom he was closely associated had served. 1 
think there are several components of the period that he would 
have found of great personal interest. 

First, although geographically distant from the battle action. 
the young Fostell doubtless intuited the emotional tide of the 
war in the soldier-filled city of New York. 

More, Fostell was about seven when Lincoln was assassinat
ed, and it likely had a profound impact on the lad. A generation 
of schoolchildren who remember where they were when 
Kennedy was shot can attest to that. 

But perhaps most compelling, Fostell was a theatre man to 
tl1e core, and has there ever been any drama played out in a the
atre to rival that of April 14, 1865? 

Al. Emmett Fostell closed his autobiographical notes with 
this: "As they say nowadays in classics of [vaudeville], they are 

12 

laughing yet. By gosh." No doubt showman Fostell would enjoy 
being remembered today for his entertaining stage antics and his 
broad-sweeping collections. 

Exit, stage left. 

S tephen W. Sylvia: 

At this writing, we have been unable to tind a complete 
inventory of Al. Emmett Fostell's original collection. We have 
examined a 1906 catalogue of a portion of his material, but we 
have also encountered artifacts with numbers exceeding the 
highest number in that catalogue. Also in Rad's collection of 
Civil War books was the aforementioned notebook with an inven
tory of Civil War books, but the editor was able to determine that 
the list is in Ed Emerson's hand and several of the entries post
date Fostell's reported death in 1920. 

We have also examined an undated typscript in Rad's col
lection. Prepared by Fostell's daughter, it makes note of where 
and when Fostell acquired certain items, and Emerson's hand
writing appears in margin notes in that as well. The cover notes 
only that it is "Catalogue No. 2"-where is No. l, and how many 
catalogs were there in all? 

From collection tags and notes, it is clear that Fostell was 
careful about labeling his collection, and indications are that he 
would have maintained a scrupulous inventory. Perhaps an 
inventory done by Fostell or Gilberta's Catalogue No. I-or 3 or 
4, if they exist-will surface in the hands of a library or a private 
collector. 

At present. all we can do is stand in awe of what is known to 
have been amassed by the multi-talentecl Emil Rosenberger, 
a.k.a. Al. Emmett Postell. ,r:,..., 

[The authors extend thanks to Helen Adair of the Harry Ransom Humani· 
ties Research Center, Jonathan Mann of The Rall Splitter, John Kenrick of 
musicals101.com. and Scott S. Taylor of the Georgetown University Library 
for their research assistance. Special gratitude is extended to collector Rad· 
ford Sprague) 
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Rail Splinters 
~ Vintage photography dealer Ed ltalo sent us a pie-

.,· • ~ ture of a "Union Ball Gentlemen's Ticket" in his col• 
lection. This event took place on March 4, 1861 in Washington, 
D.C. It was, of course, Lincoln's first inaugural ball, renamed the 
"Union Ball" in recognition of current events. Any artifacts from 
this event are rare, but the small engraved tickets especially so. 
A Ladles Dance Card 
with cord or ribbon.--------...,...,...,......------, 
for attachment to the 
wrist is also known 
(an example is pic
tured in Kenneth 
Bernard's 1866 work 
Lincoln and the Music 
of the Civil War). It 
would appear that 
the large Invitations 

were retained by the --------------
guests as souvenirs of the occasion - the dance cards as well, no 
doubt. Whether the small lonnat "gentlemen's tickets" (and 
"ladies tickets" if produced) were surrendered to the doorkeep
ers or retained is unknown. In any event, they are terrific pieces. 

~ We are all familiar with the story and folklore 
• • - revolving around that uniquely American 
character, Phineas T. Barnum. His American Museum on Broad
way was a popular site in the mid•l9th century, filled with an 
evolving assortment of freaks, historical relics, bizarre animals 
and other hokum. One of his "worthy" imitators and competitors 
was Professor £. M. Worth, who billed himseU as "The Oriental 
Traveler." Worth's "Family Theatre and Museum'' was located on 
the comer of 30th Street and Sixth Avenue, just three doors olf 
Broadway. We recently discovered an example of his illustrated 
letterhead which describes the museum with "1,000,000 Rare 
Curios and Rare Wonders, Living Freaks and Monstrosities." With 

"39 Years in Museum Busi-- - ~ -----
n 

-~ -.- __ ness", the Professor 
- -----:-~=- --- claims he "has owned the 

j 
WORTH'S 
~ s ~ Largest Personal Collec• 

• 
Family Theatre!!! ,tQSeGID tion in America for over a 
-G-==48& E .. Q t f C t " ., .., .,. ,. .,. ,-. ., .,... uar er o a en ury. 

____ -,i -~~.;;.iff.i:.r Like Barnum, however, -♦- ,..:r!. ~@it; •'c.¥'< not all of Worth's exhibits 
---- -M~-/--• I '" h _., ..::.-.__ were egit. .. e ave seen 

£-~ cartes-de-visite sold 
JI,, '" .. ~ z...-4-~-~ depicting such historical 
✓-,, #-- r- « ~ relics as "George Washing
~_,, • .... , --· - ton's saddle," "John 
~~ ~- ~ Wilkes Booth's boot." and 

f' _...,__ "Abraham Lincoln's 
-:rv;t :_ ~ razor." These objects 

r- were all exhibits at 
Worth's Museum - need
less to say, none of them 

were real or what they were purported to be. Not to worry! Peo
ple still lined up to gawk at them and perhaps purchase a sou
venir CDV to show their friends. It would appear from this letter 
dated December 7, 1896, that the "Professor" had reached the 
end of his travels, as the museum was closed for business and 
boarded up. It may have fa.lien victim not to a more educated 
public, but rather a public whose attention had turned to a new 
form of entertainment - motion pictures - introduced just two 
years prior. His "Family Theatre" would have been a good spot 
for a nicklelodeon. And. sorry, we don't want your CDVs! 

~ Anyone want to start a club for Lincoln collectors? 
- That's not such a new idea. (Hey! Haven't we already 

done that?) A group of like-minded collectors organized just 
such an association back in 
1906. In a letter we recently 
discovered in our research 
archive, dated November 
24th of that year, the five 
prinlcpals of "The Lincoln Fel
lowship" invited the venera- ··------. -·· ble 0. H. Oldroyd of the Peter- -~·•-•·-- ■-•--· 
son House Museum to join in :.::::::::.:::=-~=:-:-_-:= .. 
their efforts. ""We think it =:: .. :·:-:.:::.-:.-:..:u.:.-·----
would be of mutual benefit to 
organize some sort of a club 
of people interested in Abra-
ham Lincoln and particularly 
of those who are collectors of 
Lincolniana. With this end in 
view we would ask you to con-
sider the enclosed outline of a plan and invite you to join us in 
the formation of such a club." Those signing this "foundation 
document" include William H. Lambert (one of the "big five" Urst
generatlon of collectors; his was the only collection to sell at 
public auction, back at the turn-0f-the century); Daniel Fish 
(another of the so-called "big five" whose vast holding became 
the foundation for the library at the Lincoln Museum in Fort 
Wayne); Gilbert A. Tracy (who compiled the Uncollected Works of 
Abraham Lincoln, 1917); Alonzo Rothschild (an author of two 
books: Honest Abe A Study in Integrity ... , and Lincoln Master of 
Men); Judd Stewart (another of the big.five, his tremendous 
library and collection was sold to The Huntington Library in San 
Marino, California shortly after his death In 1919). Quite an 
august body, no? From little acorns ... 

~ Some of the facsimile Ford's Theatre playbills 
,,. - - are difficult to distinguish from the originals 
(especially If you don't have the proper reference sources to 
guide you) - others are no-brainers! This 7 x 20" example, 
although still a fun association piece on its own, falls into the lat
ter category. Besides being printed on the wrong type of paper, 
it is stamped on the front "Engraving, Copyright 1891" and "Lin
coln Souvenier [sic]". The reverse has three affirmations attest
ing to the worthiness of this keepsake. John T. Ford claims "Your 
evidence of the great crime committed at my Theatre, on the 
14th of April 1865, is all authentic." (If there was any crime com
mitted, it was buying one of these!) John E. Buckingham states "I 
was Door-keeper on the evening of the assassination of President 

continued, next page 

13 -----------------------



---------------- THE RA1LSPLITTER ----------------

~i~r 
~]& 
.-.--. ......... -
BIIIFIT! 

uiiil 

Z 1 ~-.:,'1 J o, Billy Wlthm, a, he wa, call<d by all hi, "lend,. At the time of 
../.. I the assassination of President Lincoln, Mr. Withers was the 
-:::: . ... ---l......:., leader of the orchestra at Ford's Theatre, Washington, D.C. One 

. afternoon in San Francisco, about thirty-five years ago, Withers 
=-.-:_c--_ ..:- and I were having dinner together, and after dinner, he said to 

I 
me: 'Charlie, I'll tell you something about Lincoln's assassination 
which has never been made public.' So he told me the following 

story, which I will give In Mr. Withers' own words, and after he 
had told the story, he showed me the dress coat, cut and slashed 
by Booth, while making his escape from the theatre. The coat was 
greatly treasured by Withers, who kept It with him wherever he 
went. Mr. Withers died in New York in 1917. MR. WITHERS' STORY. 
'Some one had written an ode or poem, in honor of the coming of 
the President to our theatre, to witness our performance. A copy 
of the words had been given to me, and I had composed a melody 
for them, made an orchestration of the same, rehearsed the 
singers, and all was in readiness for its performance. When the 
night arrived, I went to the theatre somewhat earlier than usual, 
and saw Booth, with whom I was well acquainted, walking about 
the lobby of the theatre. Presently he came in, and went over to 
the box reserved for the Presidential party. I saw him part the 
lace curtains In the box, and he seemed to examine the interior of 
the box very carefully. I then thought, 'what is Booth doing in the 
President's box, and why ls he looking about so earnestly?' Soon 

=-----= _...._ .. ..._, 

==-~ •" ,,., ..... u .,#.,.. 

ctuit« 
Lincoln, and that this Is a Fae-Simile of the 
Programme." R. 0. Polkinhorn, the original 
printer, recognizes the originality of the pro
gram in Buckingham's posession (used as the 
model for reproduction), based on "certain 

= defaced letters on the bill." In point 
if= "' of fact, this is not an exact copy of 

.. ~•--;;•;;/J_vflm 11r - the original, but a close approxima-
L1"~ lion with several subtle differences in the .-a1CTHUS 

lllDWI~ 
- ·•=· 

positioning and condition of the type. People 
buy these nonetheless, and they do qualify as 
antiques, having passed their 100th birthday. 

~ Period newspapers and primary source material often 
• contain unpublished or "lost history." This informa-

tion, fascinating though it might be, cannot be taken at face value. 
Some of it is just plain inaccurate (sometimes Intentionally so) -
some may have the "kernel of truth" infused with the 
bias of the writer. Reminiscences are particularly prone 
to distortions and fabrications; in other words, they 
are just plain spurious! An example of such bogus his
tory is Illustrated by the pictured newspaper article, 
circa 1925. In it, 87-year-0ld Nicholas B. Jones, a former 
State Treasurer of Oklahoma, claims he was a witness 
to the infamous Abraham Lincoln-James Shield "duel" 
that took place in the Summer of '42 (1842!!). The arti
cle relates: "Jones states his father was chosen by Gen
eral Shields as his second. The son and seueral boys 
sneaked into the field where the duel was to be fought, at night, with 
single shot muskets. Shields was to fire. but his bullet went wild. Lin
coln took deliberate a,m. Something hit Shields in the chest Red 
spurted everywhere, the witness says. Shields dropped to the ground 
and an excited group rushed to his side. They found that Lincoln had 
loaded his gun with pokeberries'" Amusing, but a total crock! 
Shields had three seconds: J. D. Whiteside, L D. Ewing and Dr. T. 
M. Hope. Not a "Jones" in the batch. The duel took place in the 
afternoon, not the evening, and the weapons of choice were cav
alry broad swords, not muskets. And, of course, the actual duel 
was averted and no blows were ever exchanged. for further 
details, refer to The Astonishing Saber Du@/ of Ahmham Lincoln by 
James E. Myers, 1968, Lincoln-Herndon Building Publishers. We 
think Mr. Jones may have been eating too many wild berries and 
was a candidate not for lhe berry patch, but the booby hatch! 
Another newspaper story, exemplary of "hearsay testimony," 
appeared in the Philadelphia Bulletin of February 12, 1925. Sever
al "Lincoln~ stories were presented to commemorate his birthday 
and we found one of particular interest (as to plausibility, who 
can say?). "Charles Zimmerman, of 2031 N. 15th St., sends to The 
Bulletin an interesting circumstance attending the assassination 
of President Lincoln, which was related to him by an eyewitness, 
who was on the stage of ford's Theatre at the time of the tragedy. 
Mr. Zimmerman writes: Thls man's name was William Withers, Jr., 
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the performance began, and I was awaiting anxiously 
for the time to come when my song was to be sung. 
When the time came, in the second act of the play, the 
cue for me to begin the music ~as not given, and aston
ished and perplexed, I went up on the stage to see the 
stage manager, and ask him why they had omitted my 
number? His reply was that at the last moment they 
had decided that the best time to do the song, was at 
the end of the performance, when everybody in the 
cast would be on the stage, and they would all sing it. 
Satisfied with his explanation, I started to go back to 

the orchestra and on my way there I had to pass the gas stand, 
where there were levers controlling all the lights in the theatre. 
The passage near the gas stand was quite narrow. and I found my 
way blocked by a man whom I did not know. Thls man stood with 
his back towards me, his hand on the lever which shut off all the 
lights and he was listening, and watching the stage very intently. 
I spoke to this man, and asked him to step aside, but, he either 
did not hear me, or would not move from his position, so, then I 
said: 'What right have you to obstruct thls passage?' and with 
that, I took hold of him and shoved him aside. Just at the moment 
I did so, a shot rang out, and I thought, 'There is no shooting In 
this play. somebody must be fooling with the guns in the proper
ty room.' A moment later I saw Booth at the other end of the pas
sage. He had a dagger in his hand, and for an instant he glared at 
me, then rushed past me and struck at me as he went by. The 
knife cut through my dress coat and vest, but did not injure me at 
all, and I have often wondered why he didn't kill me, for he could 
easily have done so. I really believe that the man who stood at the 
gas stand was concerned In the plot to klll the President, and was 
there for the purpose of turning off all the tights, the moment he 
heard the shot !ired, and it was my accidental interference, in 
shoving him aside, which prevented the plot from being carried 
out as originally intended." And, from a clipping in a 1953 Winois 
newspaper (sadly, specific date and paper remains unknown). 
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we glean some undisputed facts. In Lincoln's first term in the flli
nois legislature, he sponsored and actively promoted the passage 
of a bill to regulate ownership of "estrays and lost property." This 
was his first contribution as a fledgling legislator and occured in 
1835. This statute remained on the books until 1953, when it was 
scrapped in favor of a similar bill which lessened the waiting time 
before one could take legal possession of lost property. In Lin
coin's time, stray cattle often were taken into custody by people 
other than their rightJuJ owners. It was permltted to milk cows 
and retain the milk, but a long waiting period was required before 
these custodians could claim ownership. With other livestock, 
such as swine, the expenses of upkeep were not oJlset by any 
income should the rightful owner appear. We can imagine a con
versation of 1835. "Hi, neighbor! I lost three pigs. Have you seen 
them?'' "Could you describe them to me?" ln any case, 118 years 
after its passage, Lincoln's first law was finally updated. 

~ The issue of replevin is an ongoing one. Stories 
- about disputed documents and manuscripts 

appear from time to time in the media and we have covered the 
subject in our Summer-Fall 2004 issue. The cases typically involve 
a private individual who is trying to sell some historical material 
and a state government who claims rightful ownership. Injunc
tions are issued to halt sales, consigned items are taken into cus
tody by law enforcement personnel, and everyone hires lawyers 
and goes to court! Determining ownership is not always a simple 
matter, and different courts may arrive at dillerent findings, 
which can be appealed at diHerent levels until one party runs out 
of money or patience. U it was determined that documents were 

stolen ("liberated" by occupation forces during a war), then own
ership usually reverts back to the original owner. If t11e docu
ments were freely given to someone, that's a horse of a different 
color! During the Civil War, a great many letters and documents 
emanated or were received by the office of South Carolina's two 
war-time govenrors, Francis Pickens and Milledge Bonham. These 
included letters from Robert E. Lee discussing the state of Con
federate troops and the war effort, first-hand accounts of the Bat
tle of Manassas, and twenty-six letters from General P. G. T. Beau
regard. When Columbia, SC was evacuated in February 1865 in 
anticipation of an attack by William Tecumseh Sherman, it 
appears the documents were given to CSA General Law. This 
trove eventually came into the possession of Thomas WIiicox, a 
resident of Seabrook Island, SC They were consigned to Colum
bia, SC auctioneer BiU Mishoe, who extensively advertised the 
collection, valued at $2 million plus. When the state halted the 
sale through a restraining order, Willcox was eventually forced 
into bankruptcy. The bankruptcy court judge ruled that the doc
uments did not belong to Willcox and were not assets that credi
tors could liquidate and share in the proceeds. Subsequent to 
that, a District Court judge ruled that the collection does indeed 
belong to Willcox. Next step? The South Carolina Attorney Gen
eral plans to flle an appeal. If they fail to do so, Willcox may yet 
be able to sell. His attorneys claim too much time has elapsed 
(140 years) for the state to claim title and, having failed to acquire 
the collection in the late 1940s when giving the opportunity, that 
they have lost any legitinlate right to claim ownership now. The 
letters rest in a vault pending a resolution of the "battle." 
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In The Markeq~lace 
Tom French of Capitola, CA issues mail auction catalogs as material becomes available, which 

typically translates to whenever a collection is being dispersed. He was recently entrusted to sell the holdings 
of John Gingerich. a popular a1d colorful Georgia antiques dealer who, we suspect. may have seen one 

Cheech & Chong movie too manyl The Gingerich collection is a very impressive one. reflecting the skills and resource
fulness of Its owner. Close to 1,500 lots were offered, running the gamut from George Washington Inaugural buttons to Vietnam protest pins. There were 
items In all price ranges, Including 38 Lincoln pieces and 27 for his opponents. A 20 mm. dated 1864 Lincoln ferrotype pinback sold for $1,035. This 
item typically is seen with a ferrotype portrait of Andrew Johnson on the reverse. A most unusual Lincoln memorial medal In white metal has the dis
tinction of showing portraits of Lincoln on both sidesl The reverse has facing busts of Washington and Lincoln with the inscription "The Father. The Sav
iour of His Country." A little beat up, but for $45, how can you "beat" it? Another 20 mm. gem was DeWitt AL-1860-72 which the venerable DeWitt 
includes as an Inauguration medal, based on the reverse Inscription. King lists il as an emancipation medal, assigning it #241. The silver medalette was 
likely issued in 1863 or 1864, as it contains the slogan "Freedom for All" and the same obverse is seen on several Civil War tokens dating from this peri-

od. Estimated at a "reaso1able" S150-175, it took off, selling for S1.150l An 1860 Lincoln campaign ribbon with a large, but somewhat 
crude portrait, with fairly minor defects, was a good buy at $975 A framed albumen or salt print photograph of Lin-

coln (0-#21, taken by William Marsh in Springfield on May 20, 1860) was "salted away" In a midwest collection 
for S5, 175. The frame measures 9 x 11" and the photo is affixed to an untitled mount. We heard rumors of a cabal 
of Lincoln fanatics conspiring to suppress the price on this piece. but their devious machinations apparently went L.k OJ. lllll.lWI 

for naught! An 1 5/8 x 1 5/8" McClellan ferrotype shield sold for S1 .035. This unique item did not have a pin on _, - ··--
the back, but prongs for attachment to a hat band or coat lapel. The portrait was redolent of the early war years. .. • • rna:o~ 

Like many McClellan items, it Is difficult to pinpoint exactly Its purpose or year of manufacture. Could be patriot- mm I mmm 
ic ... could be political! A McClellan-Pendleton jugate carte-de-visite, though, was definitely political. It is only 
the second variety of such an item that has appeared in the last couple of years. They must have made similar 
photographic caries for Lincoln & Johnson but. so far. none have surfaced. Someone ·aced" this for S375. 
Although some of the key pieces In the sale sold for strong prices, we feel most items sold below their peak 
levels, reflecting a softness in the market. Still, a "fresh to the market" collection with many unique pieces such 
as this, is a rare and much anticipated event. We feel confident in saying that all the participants enjoyed the 
sale and the opportun ty to add some choice pieces to their collections! 

..:::.:::.:::::::=== ----:.::.::.::.-:..-:..-:.-:.---;:=============::.-:...-:.-_-_-_--------' 

C hapel Hill Rare Books (Doug & Maureen O'Dell, proprietors) just issued their 169th fixed price 
catalog. A miniature printing (4 x 3") of the Constitution of the Confederate States of Amer/· 
ca: Adopted by the Congress of the Confederate States, at the City of Montgomery, Ala .. March 
11th 1861 was printed In New Orleans by S. S. Callender & Company. It also contained the 

Ordinance of Rallficat1on passed by the Louisiana State Convention just ten days later. Only three 
copies of this pocket compendium are known. It is tagged at $4,500. A first edition of the 1863 Life of 
Stonewall Jackson, published shortly after his unexpected death by Ayres & Wade of Richmond, Is 
$4,750. The author was Major John Esten Cooke, who had served on Jeb Stuart's staff, giving him 
firsthand knowledge of Jackson. An 1861 Jackson, MS imprint gives the Southern view of The Mer
ryman Habeas Corpus Case. giving the proceedings In full and the opinion of Chief Justice Taney. Its 
subtitle, "The United States Government a MIiitary Despotism," reflects Its take on the case. ($2,750.) 
Edward A. Pollard has the dubious distinction of authoring the last book published in the Confedera
cy. In original printed wraps, Dbserw,tinns in the North: Eioht Months in Prison and On Parole, was 
printed in Richmond and relates Polla'd's time as a Confederate P.0.W. ft received glowing reviews: 
" ... The press of the Confederacy cannot better serve the cause than by promoting its circulation ... Our 

r:..:, 
f ;:: .. , 

soldiers and people will find In them 
abundant reason for brave resolution 
and unwavering hope in the eventual 
security of Confederate liberties, at 
the same time that we are compelled 
to accept his assurance of the neces
sity of continued resistance, so long 
as we can boast one remaining ves
tige of manhood." ($1, 150.) 

S elllng on eBay 
for $4,625 was 
this pristine 

satin ribbon with scal
loped edges featuring 
an engraved portrait of 
Lincoln. Similar to the 
larger "Brady" ribbons 
published by Buttre of 
Boston, which were 
issued in single por
traits and jugates 
(over-under portraits 
of both presidential 
and vice presidential 

candidates) for all four major parties, this 
reduced version seems to have no mates. 

I At least. we have never seen any. A great 
~paign Item from 1860! 

D escribed by leading dealers as an "icon 
of American folk art," this carved wooden stat 

S240,000 at Christies in May. Standing 32" tall, 11 
many such sculptures of Lincoln, but we can't say 
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H ake's Americana & Collectibles held an auction in June. A 5 1/4 x 7 1/2" mounted 
albumen of the Berger/Brady "$5 bill pose", with copyright information from 1865 
{possibly Indicating a post-assassination printing), failed to sell against a $2,000 

"start bid." A matted half-plate portrait of the same pose on milk glass (Incorrectly cataloged as 
a lithophane), with hand-painted highlights by the artist "W. Penny", made $690. A complete set of 
back-to-back ferrotypes for all 1860 presidential candidates, in the 25 mm. solid brass format, in 

-----~ overall superb condition. had an opening bid of $3.000, ending at $4,435. A choice specimen of a McClellan-
Pendleton back-to-back ferro (Sullivan-DeWitt GMcC-1864-55), nice as it was, had a somewhat aggressive open
ing of $1,500. It realized $1,680 {the matching Lincoln going for a strong $3,250). Each lot on Hake's web site 
has high quality digital photos which may be enlarged for intensive examination. In some cases. these enlarge
ments actually make the items appear inferior to their "naked eye" image. Technology is great, but there is still no 
substitute for seeing the Item in person! So, don't write the obituary for collector shows yet! 

M astro Auctions has moved yet again and is now residing in expand· 
ed facilities In Burr Ridge, IL, reachable at a new Internet address, 
as well, namely: www.mastroauctions.com. 

Their April Americana sale had the A«:fs'-~·-"rw':'1:,. 
---~ usual wide assortment of collectibles ;;;.~ 

t-- -
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and ''investment grade" artifacts. A 6 x lll Jh lad! 
9 1/2'' song sheet of "The Battle Hymn DIii£ or &IJISTER. 

of the Republic", likely issued In the RIPDIDnm 
year of its composition, 1862, realized bllllUJ 
a reasonable $235. What made it espe- ..... - ........ 
cially "of note" was the publication ~~~_!J 
line: "Supervisory Committee for 
Recruiting Colored Regiments." Neat! 
Also of Philadelphia origin was a 9 1 /2 

--- x 22" playbill from the Arch Street The-
atre promoting the appearance of John WIikes Booth as ~-=-..i::~" 
Richard Ill on March 2, 1863. It made $1,265. Not bad! An 

=2:--=--- . --·-
t-z:;: --- ... -------. --

__ ,_, . , 

1851 deed, filled out and twice-signed by Abraham Lin
coln. is worthy in that llncoln himself was the buyer. 
Seems he paid ..... --,.._.~-------
$325.08 for lots 11 
and 12, block 2, in 
Bloomington, IL. The 
seller's attorney was 
none other than David 
Davis, Lincoln's future 
campaign manager In 
1860 and Supreme 

,.__ ____ ...,.. ______ __, Court appointee, who L--------..1 
also signed. $5,415. Finally, an Anthony/Brady CDV of U. S. Grant, signed by him 
on the verso "U. S. Grant City Point, Va. Aug. 1st 1864." sold for $3,510. Guess 
the General was saying "I will sign CDVs if it takes all summerl" 

S ailing on eBay for $8,900 with 28 
bids executed: "As you can see 
from the photographs this old tin

type is In excellent condition ... Is of a 
Confederate soldier, in uniform, with his 
gun and sword. On the left side it reads 
'Jeff Davis and the South.' I do not know 
the man's name or any history about him. 
I have looked closely with a loop or 
strong magnifying glass to see if CSA Is 
on the belt buckle, sword or buttons but 
due to the fact that these areas were col
ored in gold or some shiny material at 
one time you cannot see anything behind 
what is left of the gold gilt. I can tell you 
that the family this was purchased from 
originally owned a dairy farm In Missls· 
slppl and this was added to the man's 
collection in that area of the South." A 
great, Civil War photograph for sure! 

.)a Jltaqm4 .. 

'~'-;., ~,i.✓, 
.G,.. .,~,,•;.a, 

~. fl,""'-,~,._..,. ,~: ... \,,. (--.J ~.!I' 
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Three interesting Items recently surfaced In completely different 
venues. An engraved invitation to Edwin Booth's funeral, hosted by 
the Players' Club - which was headquartered at Booth's home in 
Gram mercy Park - sold for $250. It was found .-------. 

-~~ ··-~, .. -""' 
,~- ->~.1~:r·.f• 

at the Ephemera Conference in Greenwich, CT. A cab
inet card of Lincoln, published by E. Rice in 1883 
using Brady's original negative, went for $800 on 
eBay. And, a dealer at the ABAA antiquarian book fair 

Lincoln realized a whopping 
dated 1887. We have seen 
made this one "stand" out! 

at the 69th Street Armory in NYC asked $3,000 for this 
rare Douglas & Johnson songster, but was willing to "drop his price" to 
$2,500. ("A Journey of 1,000 miles begins with the first step!" -- an 
ancient Chinese proverb.) A great rarity, we suspect it remains available. 

----------------------- 17 -----------------------



----------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER-----------------

H eritage Auction Galleries of Dallas issues general Americana catalogs semiannually. Their business seems to be expanding, as overall sales have 
increased from $300 million to over $500 million in the last couple of years. That ain't chopped liver! Although political items are a regular fea
ture of these sales. special emphasis is placed on Lincoln-era material which, as we've always said, has great crossover appeal. Lincoln never 

I
~~==~~~_...., goes out of style! A 25 x 29" lithograph published by Bufford's of Boston, "Hon. Abraham Lincoln. Republican Candidate 

for the Presidency 1860", was conservatively estimated at $1,500-2,000. Decep
tively rare. this marks only the second auction appearance in the last forty years. 
$7,170. A 5 x 81/4" poem in song sheet format, likewise published in Boston in 
1860, makes fun of Lincoln's homely visage. Titled "Lincoln's Picture", ii has six 

•..:..c:-lk 
'":~ 
~::Tu 

.. -re..~ 

verses recounting Lincoln's positive attributes. as 
viewed by Republican partisans. The final verse, 
though, delivers the "zinger." ft reads: "Any lie you 
tell we'll swallow. Swallow any kind of mixture. But, 
oh, don't, we beg and pray you ... Don't, for God's 
sake, show his picture!" Even Lincoln might have 
cracked a smile on reading this! $2,390. An 
extremely rare Lincoln-Hamlin Jugate ribbon, with 
applied salt print photos of the "Republican Stan
dard Bearers'', on pale orange silk, sold for $4,185. 

There are probably less than five of these in existence, and the photos tend to be faded (for some reason, the Lincoln is always 
more faded than the Hamlin). These may have been made this way, but we have seen cards with mounted images that are not 
faded, so suspect this is not the case. In "any case", try to find another one! A cased sixth-plate ruby ambrotype of Lincoln, the 
Cooper Union pose, is the first we've seen in this format (not as desirable as the George Clark ambrotype badge, but infinitely 

rarer). It made $8,365. A scarce and handsome Lincoln campaign medal, AL-1864-3, in copper, declared on its reverse side "If I am 
re-elected slavery must be abolished with the reunion of the states." And, candidate Lincoln was true to his campaign promise, though 

............, he didn't live to see It. $1,435. A cane or walking stick supposedly made from a piece of the rail Old Abe spilt was offered. The silver 
~,j grip is engraved "Lincoln Fence Rail. No. 147 R.M. to W.B.W." Does the number refer to the production of these relics, or a lodge or 

G.A.R. post? Real or unreal? A "sticky" situation. We don't wani to offend anyone. so we'll straddle the fence on this one. $4,185. A 24 
x 28" needlepoint embroidery featured the $5 bill pose of Lincoln. The cataloger seemed unsure of its exact age, save the Victorian era. 

We have seen a similar example for Winfield Scott. With that in mind, we'd have to guess they were produced in 

• 

1866 - the year of Scott's demise and one year after Lincoln's. 

: 

$1,195. A diminutive brass shield for McClellan, inscribed 
O~A.:N'-:r "Union", was likely an 1864 campaign item. It 

had a small circle at the bottom (usually indl-
_,. eating the location for a hole to be drilled). 

coi:aa.:s: but no evidence of a pin ever having been 
attached. Still, a neat item! $450. Finally, a 12 
x 17" Grant and Colfax silk flag, of a very 
unusual design, fluttered away for $5,675. The 
next Americana sale is scheduled for m.d-December. 

S wann's April auction contained but one Lincoln item, but it was a doosyl It dealt with Lincoln's keen interest in Whig politics in the seminal elec
tion year of 1840, briefly mentioning his ambitions to run for Congress, listing various Van Buren Democrats who had switched sides and could 
be counted on tor support, alluding to possible support from the Mormon constituency of Illinois, and even mentioning an unknown and comical 

incident involving Stephen Douglas! As detailed: 'IT IS PROBABLE I SHALL NOT BE PERMITTED TO BE A CANDIDATE' A.LS., 'A. Lincoln,' to his law 
partner and political confidant John T. Stuart, 2 1/2 pages.inscribed by Supreme Court Justice John M. Harlan on the third page 'This original letter was 
given to me by Mr. Stuart in his lifetime." From Springfield, 1 March 1840, it reads "I have never seen the , ~ 
prospects of our party so bright in these parts as they are now. We shall carry this county by a larger 
majority than we did in 1836, when you ran against May. I do not think IJlY prospects individually are very 
flattering, for I think it is probable I shall not be permitted to be a c~ndidate; but the party ticket will suc
ceed triumphantly. Subscriptions to the 'Old Soldier' pour in without abatement... Yesterday Douglas, hav
ing chosen to consider himself Insulted by something in the 'Journal,' undertook to cane Francis in the 
street. Francis caught him by the hair and jammed him back against a market-cart, where the matter 
ended by Francis being pulled away from him. The whole affair was so ludicrous that Francis and every
body else (Douglas excepted) have been laughing about it ever since. I send you the names of some of 
the Van Buren men who have come out for Harrison about town, and suggest that you send them some 
documents ... Speed says he wrote you what Jo. Smith said about you as he passed here. We will procure the names of some of his people here and 
send them to you before long. Speed also says you must not fail to send us the New York journal he wrote for some time since. Evan Butler is jealous 
that you never send your compliments to him. You must not neglect him next time .. .' This terrific and illuminating piece sold for $70,000 plus buyer's. 
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lexander Autographs of Cos Cob, CT held their standard two-part sale in February. A letter written during the secession crisis, but before the out
break of hostilies (January 25, 1861) was particularly enlightening. It was written on "Republic of Georgia, Constitutionalist Office" letterhead. 
Apparently, many of the seceded states wished to follow the precedent of Texas and did not contemplate a confederation. The author of the letter 

was writing to the Governor recommending two friends for state jobs, one as Storekeeper of the Augusta Arsenal and the other as "Surgeon General in 
the State Army". Naturally, subsequent events would have their impact, although state sovereignty remained an obstacle to success for the Confederate 
States. $765. Another item from Georgia, circa 1868, is a hand-printed notice from a KKK member, attempting to intimidate Republican office holders 
from seeking re-election. " ... I live In a big rock above the ford of the creek ... I was killed at Manassas in 1861. I am here now as a locust in the day time 
and at night I am a Ku Klux sent here to look after you and all the rest of the radicals and make you know your place ... We nail all radicals up In boxes 
and send them away to KKK. There is 200,000 dead men returned to this country to make you and the rest of the radicals good Democrats and vote right 
with the white people. You have got to do it or leave this country ... no nigger is safe unless he joins the Democratic Club ... give all your friends timely 
warning." A notation of the verso of this document indicates the author was elected Sheriff of Lincoln County. Who says the South lost the Civil War? 
$4,400 against an estimate of $300-500. An unusual Lincoln CDV by Mathew Brady sold for $2,350. An 1883 membership certificate in the National Rifle 
Association, realized $3,525. What made it interesting was that it was signed by the president of the NRA, Ulysses S. Grant (this was pre-Charleton Hes
ton I) The NRA was founded on November 17, 1871 by two Union Army officers with the stated goal of "providing firearms training and encouraging 
interest in the shooting sports." (seems their professed goal has morphed over the years) Its first president was Ambrose Burnside, 

... _.., .. followed by Grant in 1883. Who knew? And, speaking of missives from Georgia, another sur-
faced In the June sale. A four-page letter signed (really a circular) by Jefferson Davis as Pres-

, ;,h~l '° «,rtir, ident of the Confederacy from Richmond, November 26, 1862, addressed to the Governor of 
"

1 
"" ,/l. • «>v ··J/~•-'-1 Georgia requested new measures to help prosecute the war. Citing the Union's use of cap
J'ht jlaHml jjillr jlSStJrinlian 

,, 

.;._. 

tured slaves to fight against the Confederacy, he writes in part: ' ... The repeated defeats inflict
ed on the Federal forces In their attempt to conquer our country have not yet sufficed to sat
isfy them of the impossibility of success In their nefarious design to subjugate these States. 
A renewed attempt on a still larger scale is now in progress; but with manifest distrust of suc-
cess in a warfare conducted according to the usages of civilized nations, the United States 
propose to add to the enormous land and naval forces accumulated by them, bands of such 
of the African Slaves of the South as they may be able to wrest from their owners, and thus to inflict in the new 
combination [against the] population of the Confederate States, all the horrors of a servile war, superadded to 
such atrocities as have already been committed on numerous occasions by their invading forces. To repel attacks 

conducted on so vast a scale, the most energetic action of every department of the government is directed; but appreciating the great value of the cor
dial co-operation of the different State governments, and with unfaltering reliance on their patriotism and devotion to our cause, I earnestly appeal to 

-r them for all their aid ... 1. In the enrollment of the conscripts and the forwarding of them to the proper points 
~ ..!.,. ~ of rendezvous. 2. In restoring to the army all officers and men ... absent without leave ... 3. In securing for 

"r ~ Q .--✓ the use of the army all such necessary supplies as exist within the States In excess of the quantity indis-
~ ;?'"~ pensable for the support of the people at home ... ln addition to the above urgent matters, I beg ... to ask the 

aid of the Executives of the several States ... to command slave labor to the extent which may be required in the 
prosecution of works conducive to the public defense, also the adoption of some means to suppress the shameful extortions now practiced upon 

the people by men who can be reached by no moral influence and who are worse enemies of the Confederacy than if found in arms among the invading 
forces .. ." With an estimate of just $3-5,000, this incredible piece of history commanded $11,000 plus the buyer's premium. 

T wo items of interest from Heritage Auctions - outside their more traditional venue of Americana - caught your attention. In their most recent 
comic book sale we found an original work of art by the illustrator and artist Mo Gilberton. This was the original work for the cover to the 1958 
Classics Illustrated (#142) comic book simply titled "Abraham Lincoln." The painted cover art depicts the future president as a strapping young 

man preparing to wrestle with a rival, one of the Armstrong boys. The artwork is on heavy Illustration board and measures 14' x 20". No estimate was 
provided ... and the work failed to sell. In their movie poster auction, selling for $460, was a film poster for 'The Vanishing Legion" (Mascot, 1931). A 
one-sheet (27 X 41 '), this touted Chapter Eight of the serial 'The Doorway to Disaster" starring Harry Carey as "Happy' 
Cardigan. In the film, he must fend off "The Vanishing Legion·, a gang of criminals that are trying to stop him from bring
ing in an oil contract. The evil mastermind behind this twelve chapter serial is known as 'The Voice·, and is suspected to 

be that of an uncredited Boris Karloff who had worked on two other Mascot serials. Now ... we 1 

noted the credit for "Edwina Booth" and were shocked to learn that Edwin's daughter took a ~ 

turn in Hollywood. It was not so. This actress, whose real name was Edwina Woodruff (1904-
91 ), was a leading performer of the early talkie period. She was made famous for an ordeal 
during production of Trader Hom (later in 1931) In which she contracted "jungle fever" while 
filming in Africa. Bed-ridden for six years from the illness, the story grew that she had died of 
the fever, and it has remained one of the most persistent myths of early Hollywood. She sued 
MGM, the producers of the film, for a sum in excess of one million dollars. The case was set
tled out of court. She died at 86 in a Los Angeles nursing home. Why she took this stage name 
remains unknown. Our Edwina (1840-1953), author of Recollections by His Daughter Edwina 
Booth Grossmann, apparently made no such foray into film ... past the wonderful stereoviews 
and cartes of her as a young girl draped over her famous father's knee. 
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W es Cowan, a.k.a. "The History Detectlve," held a three-session Americana sale in May. Over 1,700 lots crossed the block in a three-day peri· 
od. Judging by Wes's catalogs, there seems to be no shortage of Western and Civil War material, unusual daguerreotypes and political flags. 
Or, does the stuff just get recycled over and over again? Whatever! A 39 x 59" polychrome woodblock print on linen depicted Columbia or 

iii 
iii 
I.ii. ,,, 

Lady Liberty and was used as a recruiting banner. In 1863, it was flown outside Duncan Tavern in Paris, KY, the headquarters 
of Union General Samuel Right. Ex: Norm Flayderman and Gary Hendershott and estimated at $7.000·9,000, It realized $9,200. 
Despite some misgivings, we picture an 8 3/4 x 111/2" cotton pennant or banner inscribed "A. Lincoln." Attached to a black 
border and attributed by the cataloger to the 1864 election, the estimate was $6,500·8,500. The size is unusu· 
ally small and the inscription seems like it's missing something. Frankly, we don't know when the textile was 
made but feel confident that It does not date to '64. It may be a centennial fantasy piece. Who knows? Not sur
prisingly, it failed to sell. Another item attributed to the 1864 campaign was an "Abraham Lin· 
coin" straight razor. It had an incised design on the handle and exuded a folk art quality. It may 
be impossible to date with certainty - it's just the type of thing that if you like it. you buy itt The > 

low estimate of $300-500 may have been a reflection of this uncertainty. $690. An uncut sheet of 
1864 campaign albumen portraits of Lincoln was offered. Photographers of the time would tack up 
nine or twelve Lincoln CDVs, take a group shot, then cut the images to size, fitting each one into 
gem frames for use as campaign badges. This example featured two different images of Lincoln 
(0-91 and 0·92), ak.a. Berger and Brady. The only previous example we have seen (perhaps the 
very one) sold at Swann's perhaps ten years ago. Estimated at $2,500·3,500, this made the "cut" 
at $2,415. A very unusual handbill, measuring 6 1/4 x 8 1/4" announces "BOOTH, The Assassin, 
SHOT." It would have been more accurate to say "Booth, The Assassin, DEAD." It reprints an April 
27th War Department report from Edwin Stanton describing the events at Garrett's farm, 
namely the death of Booth and capture of Harrold [sic]. Estimated at $3,500·5,500, it "hit 
the mark'' at $8,625. Finally, a 1875 supplement to Carl Pretzel's Illustrated Weekly (we just 
report on this stuff-we don't make it up!) had a rather provocative cartoon of Grant. TIiied 

"Grant's New War-Horse", it shows, on the right, Grant's war-horse of 

O
ft Ill.- Civil War fame. On the left, Grant rides a "horse" composed of a Negro 
~ a. and Chinese coolie beneath a horse blanket. Hey, you might as well 

TIIE '"-'H~IN, • offend everybody while you're at it! A wonderful reminder of the good 

......... 

-~ 
1 

ol' days of politics! $375. -~.-=: .. --;:::o:::::;:::::==============================:::::::::::::::::::=========::: 
tiered out of Merrillville, Indiana with an 
opening bid of $10,000 on eBay was one of 
the more quirky items we've seen! A 25-foot 

tall, fiberglass Abraham Lincoln - a "road· 
side giant figure." Listed as being in very 
good condition (patched and repainted 1 O 
years ago), he holds a 2-scoop Ice cream 
cone in his left hand, has a hamburger In Ii 
his right coat pocket, and hotdogs in his left i-
pocket. (The winning bidder had to arrange • 

~<!111111 shipping, perhaps one reason It failed to 
...,.. sell!) What could you do with it? Hmmm ... 

P rofiles in History of Beverly Hills, CA Issues fixed-price lists. Their most recent offering Included an 1862 
Samuel F. B. Morse ALS in which the noted painter (and inventor of the telegraph I), commiserates with his sis· 
ter on the ongoing civil war: " ... so many in our beloved country North & South are in deepest Sorrow ... The 

nation is in Its paroxysm of fever, and delirium. When the excitement subsides, and the calm of returning reason, has 
put the mind in a state to receive counsel, we may hope again tor national health ... I long for the time when love and 

mutual forgiveness shall restore our two Sections to a warm embrace, all the more ardent from the present unnatural estrangement." ($12,500.) Also 
offered is an 1865 lithographed facsimile of the South Carolina Ordinance of Secession. After South Carolina became the first state to secede from the 
Union on December 20, 1860, the printers for the Convention, Evans & Cogwell, ran off 200 lithographic copies of the original signed document, accu
rate in all details, including the ink stains. In May of 1865, a group of Union soldiers raided the Charleston plantation of Dr. David W. Lamb, whom they 
believed was the Confederate Secretary of State. They uncovered the Evans & Cogwell facsimile and jumped to the conclusion it was the original. They 
inscribed their thoughts on the bottom of the print, as follows: "This Scroll of TREASON was found In the house of Dr. Lamb, Secretary of State, togeth· 
er with other records of the State Department, while out on a two days scout. The party consisted of the following commands ... The whole under com· 
mand of Major N. Clark 102nd U.S.C.T., G. A. Southworth 1st Lieut. Commanding Co. G. U.S.C.T." Southworth, upon his return to his home state of 
Michigan, had lithographic facsimiles made of their "find", complete with the annotation at bottom. Eleven copies of the original 1860 Evans & Cogwell 
litho are known with a current value of around $50,000. This facsimile of a facsimile, even rarer, but of Northern origin, is offered for $25,000. 
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S ignature House in Bridgeport, West Virigina had a manuscript sale in February, conducted live and on the internet. One selection proved quite interest
ing: Eyewitness account of the proceedings held June 7-8, 1864 in Baltimore at the Front Street Theatre. It was branded the 'National Union Convention' 
because it Included Democrats who remained loyal to the Union. Three AlsS, 5pp, Apr 26-Jun 7, 1864. Pennsylvania Delegate E. J. Moore writes to his 
wife describir,n the event. Briefly in Washington, Moore writes on Senate letterhead from the office of Chief Clerk of the Senate Forney. In part, • ... You will 

very soon hear of great military news. I was told today that 47,000 troops passed through the City yesterday and 17,000 today, all going to the front. Burnside 
is still at the hotel here .. .' June 6, Barnum's Hotel in Baltimore. In part, ' ... This house Is truly packed ... l met Col. Havelock our new Prov. Mar. I was quite sur
prised to find him a very strong Lincoln man ... The Penna. Delegation had a Caucus today ... very decidedly unanimous upon the slavery question ... Mr. Cameron 
very decidedly declined the nomination for vice President, whereupon he was instructed to propose the names of Abraham Lincoln and Hannibal Hamlln ... The 
anti slavery sentiment is very strong, and the platform to be adopted will be a very radical one. Lincoln promised to go anything passed, so he will be consider
ably stiffened up in the way of backbone ... The Convention will surely recommend the amendment of the Constitution so that slavery shall be forever abol
ished ... Everybody talks and nobody seems to listen .. ." June 7, Barnum's, Moore again writes In part, • ... The convention Is now nearly ready for work ... Mr. Breck
inridge is a man of the John Brown caste ... .l met Thad. Stephens. although it Is eight years since I last met him, he recognized me and came to shake hands, 
we had a long talk together .... about ten mimrtes ... Take away such men as Stephens, Raymond, Preston King and one or two others and there is really nothing 
left. If there are any great men in this nation, they are not here ... The way things are managed is simply this: every delegation appoints one of Its number as 
spokesman and Manager, who thereby simply becomes the owner of that delegation. For instance Cameron is the Chairman of the Penna. Delegation therefore 
the Penna. Delegation is his delegation, and in the ways of spoils, he through his delegation Is to harvest them. Hence I was this morning told that Cameron had 
sold his delegation for $300.000 in gold or $350,000 In Greenbacks .... He seems perfectly disinterested and yet you will see that when all is over he will carry off 
the lion's share. It is well for those well meaning people at home who are taught to look upon a national convention as the embodiment of the honesty, the patri
otism and the Integrity of the Nation that they do not become acquainted with its secret springs and devices ... One remarkable feature about the delegates from 
slave states in attendance here Is that they are more Intensely In favor of the entire and unconditional abolflion, and total annihilation of slavery than our most 
uncompromising anti slavery men in the North .. .Well you will soon hear that this convention has built a very strong platform, very radical I mean. It will go far 
beyond the Chicago platform._ The officeholders who control this Convention don't care a fig what the platform or who the President Is, so long as they are safe, 
and Abraham has assured them of that.." All darkly penned and easily legible. It appears from the letter that the Pennsylvania Delegation wished to nominate 
Simon Cameron for the vice-presidency - a dubious honor he diplomatically declined. It is doubtful that Lincoln would have approved of such a selection had it 
been confirmed by the convention at large. We also can't imagine what Cameron could have offered in return for the substantial bribe mentioned. In any event, 
a very rare and intriguing eyewitness account by a delegate to the 1864 Republican National Convention ($590.) 

S
teven Raab of Ardmore, PA sells autograph material through a fixed-price catalog. After President-elect Lincoln 
departed for Washington, he left his law practice in the hands of his partner and future biographer WIiiiam Herndon. 
Their correspondence during the presidential years was sparse, as Herndon realized his requests for favors for 
friends were an imposition and distraction for the President. However, he made an exception on August 30, 1864, 

when he wrote Uncoln asking that the disabled son of Robert S. Plunkett be discharged from the service. Plunkett and Lin
coln had served together in the Black Hawk War, and the firm of Lincoln & Herndon successfully represented Plunkett in 
his second divorce proceeding In 1849-50. Herndon wrote a letter outlining the particulars in the case, closing with "Please 
give Mr. Plunkett such attention in this matter as you know he deserves." Lincoln was agreeable to be of service, endors-

ing Herndon's letter "Being satisfied that a surgeon's certificate showing that this man 
. >~-p,;,. ·'-· -., .,, ~- - John N. Plunkett - Co. F, 144th Reg!. of Ills. Vol. is unfit for service, he is hereby dis-
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charged." This is the last known piece of correspondence 
between the two men. On February 11, 1865, Herndon did 
send Lincoln a letter itemizing collections for the firm and a 
check for his share, totalling $133, but the letter was never 
acknowledged nor the check cashed, $38,500. Raab also has 
a naval commission for Henry Augustus Wise as Chief of 
Naval Ordnance, June 25. 1863, for $12,000. Wise was the 
cousin of Virginia Governor Henry Alexander Wise. Though 
born in Virginia, Gus was raised in the North. He had a varied 
career, serving In the MP.xican War as a military currier - later 
as a novelist and industrial spy (in regard to the Krupp steel 
process used on weapons). When the War broke out, he was 
appointed Assistant Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance in the 

Navy Department, under Admiral John Dahlgren. Wise advised the President on mortars and howitzers, witnessed the bat
tle between the Monitor and Mermac, and reported the details of the battle to Lincoln.When Admiral Dahlgren was sent to 
relieve Admiral Dupont in command of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, young Wise was appointed as Chief of the 
Bureau of Ordnance, as attested to by this document. $12,000. Also available, for $500, a TLS of Herbert Hoover, written 
as president. Written shortly after his Inauguration, just five months shy of "Black Friday", Hoover acknowledges the 
receipt of a gift of a Lincoln photograph. "The picture of Abraham Lincoln which you were kind enough to send to me has 
been received. I want you to know how much I appreciate this very thoughtful courtesy on your part. I am exceedingly glad 
to have it." (must have been a Brady Imperial albumen!) Like TR, Hoover was a big admirer of Lincoln and predicted, 
wrongly, that he would repeat Lincolns feat of being re-elected, despite a national crisis and Intense criticism. 
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Period photos of people 
wearing campaign para
phernalia continues to be 
a hot collecting category, 
The photographs are 
sometimes more valu
able than the pictured 
items themselves. Tin
type photos in this genre 
are, of course, unique. 
This 1868 tin picturing an 
underage voter sporting 
a Grant & Colfax jugate 
ribbon sold for $700 on 
eBay. Fun stuff! 
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C hristie's sold part four of the Forbes Collection of American Historical Docu
ments In May. The standout Lincoln document was an "autograph manuscript 
leaf with Integral signature", part of the adolescent Lincoln's "sum-book", circa 
1824-1826. Lincoln's formal schooling consisted of about one year's atten

dance at schools operated by Andrew Crawford, James Swaney and Azel Dorsey. Alter 
finishing school at age 15, Lincoln managed to scrounge up some leaves of writing paper 
and bind together a little notebook. In this teaching aid, he wrote out mathematical prob
lems, transcribed poems, and entered weights and measures tables. On this 5 1/4 x 7 
3/4" sheet. he wrote an Irreverent bit of doggerel which has entered Lincoln lore: "Abra
ham Lincoln, his hand and pen, he will be good, but God knows when." The sheet also 
contains computations and verses from Isaac Watts· Hymns and Spiritual Songs. Lincoln 
did not compose the verse In question. as It appears in a dictionary owned by his grand
father Mordecai Lincoln, with Mordecai's name inserted instead of Abraham's. The note
book, representing the earliest known writings of Lincoln, was lovingly preserved by his 
stepmother Sarah Bush Johnston Lincoln, who gave it to William Herndon when he came 
to interview her in her home In Charleston, IL. This example was part of the Oliver Bar
rett Collection sold in 1953. Other leaves are owned by the Indiana Historical Society, the Hay Library at Brown University, Columbia University, Yale Uni
versity, the Chicago Historical Society and the Library of Congress. Two others are owned privately, including the only other one with a verse ("Abraham 
Lincoln is my name. And with my pen I wrote the same.") Conservatively estimated at $250,000-350,000, It sold to a phone bidder tor $352,000, well 
short of what the pundits expected. A small "Sum book!" In 1853, Lincoln and Mary Todd's brother-In-law, Nlnlan Edwards. were sued over their han
dling of the estate of Robert S. Todd. Mrs. Lincoln's father. Todd's former partners claimed Lincoln collected money In Todd's behalf which he never gave 
them. Apparently, this constituted a nuisance suit, and Lincoln fretted over the possibility of having to travel to Kentucky and take time off from work to 
contest the action. Here, he writes to his attorney. griping about the matter: "I am here attending court a hundred and thirty miles from home, and where 
a copy of your letter to Mr. Edwards reached me last evening. I find It difficult to suppress my indignation towards those who have got up the claim 
against me. I would really be glad to hear Mr. Hemingway explain how he was induced to swear he believes the claim to be Just! I herewith enclose my 
answer." After requesting a bill of particulars and taking depositions, Lincoln was able to prove to the satisfaction of the plaintiffs that their suit was base
less and the case was dismissed. $24,000. Known as an energetic campaigner and party loyalist, Lincoln received a request from Governor James Grimes 
in July 1856 to speak in Iowa In behalf of Republfcan candidates. He declines the invitation on rather illogical grounds. though leaving the door open. 
"Yours of the 29th of June was duly received. I did not answer it, because it plagued me. This morning I received another. from Judd and Peck, written 
by consultation with you. Now let me tell you why I am plagued. First I can scarcely spare the time. Secondly, I am superstitious. I have scarcely known 
a party, preceding an election, to cal In help from neighboring states, but they lost the state. Last fall our friends had Wade of Ohio, & others in Maine; 

they lost the state. Last Spring, our adversaries had New-Hampshire full of South Carolini
ans. and they lost the state. And so generally, it seems to stir up more enemies than friends. 

x.. 1 ,-cJ'"-+"'-...,~ 1" ,h, Have the enemy called in any foreign help? If they had a foreign champion there, I should 
·,.,--;::,t'."·"' ":r/'· have no objection to drive a nail In his track ... Consider the things I have suggested, and 

~.C ~~ ::-~~ .:'.:-... write me at Chicago. Especia.lly write me whether Browning consents to v~slt you." ~8,400. 
7!"'"d ""'r.:f;. ::; .1;;_- . ., A letter from Hannibal Hamlin written shortly after the Wigwam Convention sheds light on 
'!::'~:,~-,-:;-.1.;-~ £ the nominating process and Involvement (or lack of same) by the candidates themselves. "I 
.':.\;·?.! :,:-z. r,;,.-~;; , presume none of you were as much surprised as myself at the 
•:;;t-'2_";..>:·;:::.,,._, '!-.,.'/ nominations at Chicago. I had just as much expectation of 
;.;: ..:-:..::...:.:-~~-~ ,t.,. being struck by lightening as I had of a nomination." The V.P. 
,_:=-,c.~-:.;:: ':.~'.:~ .,, "'' nominee then goes on to ask his friend to take care of his bee-
...... __ '• .-,,t,. I" •-- J --• .,L 

/,"c--- ,.,_ . . . ,,._ hives and garden for him. In the 19th century, presidential and 
• - vice-presidential nominees typically had no acquaintance or 

knowledge of one another until after the conventions had met. $4,560. Another politician who was surprised at the outcome 
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in Chicago was Salmon Chase. He had high hopes for the nominatlon and was especially bitter that his home state delega- • •····---
lion failed to support him. On May 17, 1860, he wrote to Abraham Lincoln to express both his congratulations and personal 
disappointment. "I congratulate you most heartily on your nomination and shall support you, in 1860, as cordially & 
earnestly as I did In 1858. The excellent platform adopted and the selection of that true & able man, Hannibal Hamlin, as 
your associate on the ticket completes my satisfaction with the results of the Convention ... Mr. Seward has much reason to 
be gratified by the large and cordial support which he received and especially by the generous, unanimous constant adhe
sion, without regard to personal preferences. of the entire delegation from his own great State. Doubtless the similar adhe-
sion of the Illinois delegation affords a higher gratification to you than the nomination Itself. The only regret I feel connected 
with the Convention Is incited by the failure of the delegation from Ohio to evince the same generous (good faith] spirit..." 
$19,200. After being elected, Lincoln faced the daunting challenge of selecting a Cabinet. Naturally, many party members felt 
entitlement and did not hesitate to make their feelings known. Those who were passed over had to be "let down easy." In a 
March 8, 1861 ALS from the Executi~e Mansion, Lincoln writes a "Dear John" letter to Indiana's Schuyler Colfax, who had been 
passed over for Secretary of the Interior in favor of Caleb Smith. "Sky" felt his "alleged Douglas proclivities• in the Senatorial 
election of 1858 had soured him in Lincoln's eyes. His affiliation with the Know-Nothing Party and support of Edward Bates for 
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the 1860 presidential nomination didn't do him any good, either. "When I said to you the other day, that I wished to write up a letter, I had reference, of 
course, to my not having offered you a Cabinet appointment. I meant to say, and now do say, you were most honorably and amply recommended; and 
a tender of the appointment was not withheld on any ground disparaging to you. Nor was It ever withheld, in any part, because of anything happening 
in 1858 - indeed I should have decided as I did. easier than I did, had that matter never existed ... When you were brought forward I said 'Colfax Is a 
young man, Is already In position, is running a brilliant career, and Is sure of a bright future in any event.' With Smith, it is now or never.' ... I now have 
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to beg that you will not do me the Injustice to suppose, for a moment, that I remembered anything against you ih 
mallce." Colfax, known as 'The Smiler", later threw his lot in with the radical Republicans - Chase and Greeley, in 

particular. When he became a candidate for Speaker of the House in 1863, Lincoln 
confided to Gideon Welles that Colfax was "a little intriguer-plausible, but not trust-

,/? <-~-J ,; N,.•..V worthy." Lincoln's suspicions would later play out when Colfax, as Grant's first Vice
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President, became implicated in the Credit Mobilier Scandal. $66,000. During Jubal 
Early's raid on Washington In July 1864, the President exposed himself to enemy fire 
at Fort Stevens, prompting a heightened sense of the need for security. Lincoln and 
Stanton were scheduled to attend a July 4th celebration In the capital. Major General 
C. C. Auger accordingly directed a subordinate to furnish an armed escort for the Pres-

/ 7 9, M,<, !dent, but the Chief Executive demurred, endorsing the note as follows: "I believe I 
need no escort, and unless the Sec. of War directs, none need attend me." As is well 
documented, Lincoln had no concern for his own safety, likely prompted by his fatal
istic outlook and belief in determinism. $21,600 . 

..,,. 

This and that ... Al Anderson of Troy, OH sold a signed George Francis Train CDV for $450. In contrast, an unsigned 1872 
presidential campaign CDV (with titled board) sold for $295 on eBay. The balance of pictured items also traded on eBay: a 
Carbutt CDV of the State Capitol in Springfield draped In mourning for Lincoln ($880); an unusual Brady CDV of Seth Kinman clutching a mule's skull 
violin ($360); a rather macabre wax head sculpture of Lincoln ($685); a Seymour & Blair jugate silk ribbon (that matches the Grant & Colfax silk the boy 
pictured on page 21 is wearing) hit $2,325; and an unusual cabinet card of President Grant - one we have never seen before - likely by Brady ($650). 

D avid Lesser's last fixed-price list of "Significant and Unusual Imprints" contained the usual assortment of intriguing entries. An 1860 campaign 
speech by Louisiana Senator Judah P. Benjamin sharply criticizes Stephen A. Douglas, quoting some of his debates with Lincoln two years 
prior, and advocating guarantees for the protection of slavery, regardless of popular opposition, in the territories. Issued as No. 3 in the series 

of Breckinridge and Lane campaign documents, Defense of the National Democracy Against the Attack of Judge Douglas. Constitutional Rights of the 
States, Is $500. The cataloger asserts it is "not in Singerman, Work or Blockson" - if that means anything to you! (I'm only concerned if it's in my col
lection or not!) The next pamphlet In the series is Breckinridge and Lane Campaign Documents No. 4. Speech of President Buchanan, on the Evening of 
Monday, July 9. 1860. In it, Old Buck looks for payback from Douglas over their falling out on the Lecompton Constitution and extends his support to 
his Vice-President, John C. Breckinridge. $175. An 1864 anti-Lincoln Imprint from J. F. Feeks of New York has a grotesque caricature of a Negro's head 
on the cover and Is titled The Lincoln Catechism Wherein the Eccentricities & Beauties of Despotism Are Fully Set Forth. A Guide to the Presidential Elec
tion of 1864. This diatribe criticizes "Abraham Africanus I", his Emancipation Proclamation, shifting focus of the War, and the expansion of executive 
power (sound vaguely familiar?) The text, set up as a series of questions and sarcastic answers, includes the following query: "What are the Ten Com
mandments? Thou shalt have no other God but the negro. Thou shalt make an image of a negro and place it on the Capitol as the type of the new Amer
ican man ... " $450. Speech of Hon. W. S. Oldham, of Texas, on the Resolutions of the State of Texas, Concerning Peace, Reconstruction and Indepen
dence. In the Confederate Senate, January 30, 1865, is a curious document indeed. Williamson Simpson Oldham was an Arkansas lawyer who moved 
to Texas for health reasons in 1849. He defended states' rights, opposed both conscription and granting the President the power to suspend the writ of 
habeas corpus. He was one of a committee of senators who investigated the resources of the Confederacy in 1864 and declared that the government 
could maintain Itself another ten years (is that what they call "selective intelligence?") Here, Oldham defends the Texas resolutions, declaring "Texas is 
prepared to take no step backwards. She will do her whole duty and will share with her sister States any and every fate but that of submission and re
union ... the military resources of our country are ample to enable us to maintain ourselves indefinitely against any force the enemy can send against us." 
Uh-huh. Not in "Raines, Nevins or LCP', ii is priced $500. 
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LETTERS 
i~EDITOR 

Dear Rail Splitter, 

A local PA auction produced this great find. I was able to pur
chase this item, not only for my collection, but to preserve a lost 
art in the industry in which I work. 

This is an engraved printing plate 
done in 1909 by Jas. S. King from a paint
ing done in 1863 by I. Handy according to 
the plague and date on the engraved 
plate. While printing plates and blocks of 
Lincoln are not rare, this plate is an 
amazing 28" high by 18" wide and weighs 
a solid 22 pounds! Truly a unique item 
used to produce a really nice likeness of 
Lincoln in 1909. Most plates of this type 
were discarded or recycled due to the 

L-CC='--'----"------' high cost of the copper plate. 
Being in the printing industry, I am proud to hang this in my 

office and thought you might enjoy seeing it. 

Sean Solomon 
Beverly, NJ 

Dear Rail Splitter, 

+ 

I have a daguerreotype which I believe to be Abraham Lin
coln. The similarities to a number of known Lincoln photos is 
incredible. Here is a photograph of my Lincoln daguerreotype -
and also a famous known Lincoln photo. I think they look almost 
exactly the same. Would you like to do an article in The Rail Split
ter to examine my claim? If it is, or is not, it is an excellent story 
and opportunity to explore the history of photography and of 

Lincoln. You can try to 
do some research from 
these photos. I know in 
the past there have 
been a lot of people 
that claim they have a 
Lincoln daguerreotype. 
Beside the Meserve 
one, I do not know if 
there is another Lincoln 

daguerreotype in the public. A good title 
for this story would be "A New Lincoln 
Daguerreotype Discovered?" Here is my 
analysis of lhis daguerreotype. Compare 

this Daguerreotype to the known pho
tographs of Abraham Lincoln. The eyes are 

the same, the forehead, the hairline/balding, the 
hair color, the shape of the nose with the slight curve to the 

24 

right, the large ears (somehow pinned back in this photo), the 
prominent cheekbones, the jawline, the lips, the lines around the 
mouth, the shadow on the rightside cheekbone, the shape of the 
shoulders, the suit, the necktie which here is a rare white ver
sion, the shadows of the eye sockets. It's all there exactly like the 
known photographs of Lincoln. The only thing I am not sure ii I 
see is the famous mole. But the mole does not appear in the ear
lier Meserve either, which is why I believe this is the second pho
tograph of Lincoln. I think my photo is authentic, and your jour
nal would be the first time this photo was in publication. 

Edward Mack 
Brooklyn, NY 

[~: We appreciate the invitation to write a feature - but pre
fer to share it with our readers in this forum letting them reach 
their own conclusions.) 

+ 
Dear Friends: 

I viewed with interest the Winter 2006 journal and I continue 
to marvel at the abundance of newly discovered Lincoln relics. 
On page twenty-one you include a quip on the George LaBarre 
Galleries listing of salesman calendars featuring Lincoln. I was 
surprised to find a photo of F. R. Harper's "Lincoln at Gettysburg" 
taken from a 1915 calendar. F. R. 
Harper was a Chicago-born (1876) 
illustrator whose works are dis
played ln collections at North
western University and the Chica
go Bar Association. He was known 
for his patriotic works during 
WWI. This same Gettysburg scene 
was also included in the 1926 
Gazett Candy Company, Green 
Bay, Wisconsin calendar printed 
similarly by the Thomas D. Mur
phy Company of Red Oak. Iowa. 

My theory is that a series of 
Lincoln scenes were created by 
Harper around the Lincoln cen
tennial of 1909. I happen to have an original Harper oil painting 
depicting Lincoln delivering his first inaugural speech. The scene 
is complete with Stephen Douglas holding Lincoln's hat I have 
enclosed a photo of this work to show Harper's patriotic setting 
with stars and stripes bunting in prominent display. 

Other Harper scenes of which I am familiar look like they 
were developed for WWI promotion and include the Statue of 
Liberty surrounded by ocean liners and naval craft; Lady Liber
ty holding a sword pointed towards the ground with her other 
arm outstretched with the American flag and Capitol Building 
behind her; and a sailor and soldier shaking hands with a battle
ship looming in the background along with yet another American 
flag. He might be most remembered for his depiction of an Indi
an maiden set against a mountain lake. 

Steve Coon 
Bartlett, IL 
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Dear Lincoln collectors, 

I enclose a photo of a casket stand or support, owned by 
John Hurst of th~ Hurst Funeral Home, that purportedly was 
used for the casket of Abraham Lincoln while in Springield. It 
measures 15 3/4" wide x 21" high. The provenace for this Item is, 
roughly, as follows: 

The current owner's father, Arthur L. Hurst, worked for Kir
lin & Egan from 1935 to 1947 In Springfield. He was close firends 
with Julian Boardman, another mortician, who operated a funer
al home now called Boardman & Smith.The Julian Boardman 
Funeral Home was either the only funeral home in Springfield at 
the time of Lincoln's death. or one of a small number at that time. 
When Arthur Hurst left Springfield to open his own business in 
LaSalle, IL in 1947, his friend at Boardman's gave him those sup
port legs as a gift and told him they were used to temporarily 
support Lincoln's casket 
when it arrived in Springfield. 
I believe it was put ln the 
receiving vault at the ceme
tery, possible in conjunction 
with a temporary dias or 
platform. The Boardman 
Funeral Home didn't have 
anything to do with Lincoln 
at their place of business, but 
I believe their services were 
required for Lincoln until he was placed in the family tomb. Can 
you furnish any estimate on the value of this relic? 

Bob Pattelli 
LaSalle, IL 

[£wtw:: Bob, we have to confess being stumped on where to find 
anything in the way of a "comparable" - In market or with auc
tion records. Clearly a "unique" (in both senses of the word ... 
interesting, and one-of-a-kind!) item ... as to what It is worth? Hard 
to say. For someone in the funeral business, we think it might 
find a great deal of demand as a historic relic to display!] 

Dear Rail Splitter, 
+ 

In the last Rail Splitter auction I purchased four 1860 Lincoln 
campaign books. Two are paperbacks and two hardback. As they 
are now over 140 years old, I am concerned about the best way 
to store and preserve them. Any advice? 

Thanks for the help. 

John Christopher 
Madison, WI 

[Edwlr: To adequately respond to this query, we turn this matter 
over to our bibliophile Editor, Daniel Pearson.] 

Campaign biographies in the nineteenth century, just 
like books today, were issued in two main formats: hardbound, 
or bound in boards, and paperbound, or what are called "wraps" 
or "\vrappers." Books in wraps come in two varieties, plain and 
pictorial. Plain wraps contain just the name of the book, author, 

and publisher on the front. Pictorial wrappers have an illustra
tion on them, usually in the form of a portrait of the candidate. 
As a rule of thumb, books with pictorial wraps are more popular 
because they appeal not only to book collectors but also to 
those interested in prints and images. 

When caring for books, 1 try to take a page from medical 
ethics by abiding by the admonition of "First, do no harm." I like 
to keep books, both those bound in boards or wraps, in as close 
to original condition as possible. I always prefer to preserve the 
book as it is rather than subject it to unnecessary repairs In an 
effort to make it look just a bit better. But this is not to say that 
restoration is not beneficial, especially In the more rare wrapper 
eclitions or when a book has severe damage. But one should 
carefully choose who does the restoration work, and be pre
pared to pay for a quality job. 

So in most cases the issue becomes a matter of preservation 
rather than restoration. To preserve a book bound in wraps it is 
important to house it in a protective case. Ideally, a custom 
made slipcase with a wrap-around protective inner liner is the 
best option. A clamshell case with the protective liner is also 
acceptable. A quality bookbinder should be quite famlliar with 
the construction of cases. However, be sure that they use only 
acid neutral material and glue in the construction of any slipcase. 

A lower cost alternative would be 4-flap pamphlet binders. 
These acid-free products protect books by wrapping them in tag 
board enclosures attached to bound stiff boards. These binders 
are available from library supply businesses such as Archival 
Products or Gaylord. These binders offer enclosed protection at 
an affordable price. 

Books bound in boards can also be fitted in custom slipcas
es. I normally reserve this special treatment for rare titles or 
books in unusually fine condition. However, under no circum
stances should leather bound books be Jitted for a slipcase. 
Leather needs to breathe to keep it from drying out. 

All hardbound books should be stored upright on strong 
straight shelves. Valuable books should ideally be kept in a clos
able bookcase to minimize exposure to dust and should not be 
exposed to sunlight. The books should not be shelved too loose 
or too tight. To remove them from the shelf do not pull on the 
top of the spine. Push the two books next to the book you want 
to remove in and then removed the wanted book by grabbing it 
by the boards. 

Take good care of your books, even those that are 140 years 
old, and they will give you many more years of enjoyment. 

+++ 

Wanted: Articles, photographs, features, 
letters ... in short, contributions of mate-
rial for The Rail Splitter. This is a mem-
her-driven publication. Please consider 
writing a short piece or sending us a 
photograph with details on a recent 
find. We need your help to keep this 
journal informative and interesting! 
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"THE 

LINCOLNPHILE" 
Richard Cawardine. Lincoln: A 
Life of Purpose and Power. 
Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 
2006. 394pp., S27.50. 

R ichard Cawardine, 
the Rhodes Profes
sor of American 

History at Oxlord Univer
sity, is the first British 
scholar to be awarded the 
Lincoln Prize, the largest 
award in the United 
States for 19th century ' 
American history. The prize is sponsored 
by the Lincoln and Soldiers Institute at 
Gettysburg College. He is also the author 
of Transatlantic Revivalism: Popular Evan
gelicalism in Britain and America 1790-
1865 and Evangelicals and Politics in Ante
bellum America. 

This work was originally published 
in Britain io 2003. With some slight edit
ing and the addition of seventy-five illus
trations and three maps, it has now been 
made available here. 

Based on the focus of his previous 
books and remarks in the preface, one 
expects a lopsided treatise on the perva
sive inCluence of the religious revival on 
Lincoln's thought and actions. Although 
this aspect is dealt with intermittently 
throughout the book and almost exclu
sively in one chapter, it does not over
power the work. 

This is not a traditlonal biography 
which chronicles events from the "cradle 
to the grave." Nor is it an overview of the 
events and battles of the Civil War. in fact, 
most of the key events of Lincoln's life 
are mentioned only in passing. His rela
tion with Mary Todd is dismissed with 
the remark that any emotional support 
that Lincoln may have received was over• 
shadowed by the strains and burdens of 
their marriage. Lincoln's pre-presidential 
period is discussed briefly and key points 
considered, but the bulk of the work 
deals with the presidential years. Lin
coln's political background as a Whig, his 
belief in the value of individual enterprise 
and upward mobility, his faith in republl
canism and the sanctity of the Union, his 
careful reading and respect for public 

opinion, his creative use of presidential 
power, as well as his religious "mooringsn 
are intelligently discussed. 

This is obviously the work of some
one familiar with the entire gamut of Lin
coln scholarship. The conclusions pre
sented throughout the book are convinc
ing, supported by fact. untainted by any 
bias or agenda to glorify the subject. 
Opposing conclusions and points of view 
are presented, giving balance and author
ity to the work. The illustrations are judi
ciously placed and generally interest
ing-many drawn from the Gilder
Lehrman Collection. The only factual 
error noted is the unsubstantiated state
ment that the Wide Awake Club was still 
active in the election of 1864. There are 
recommendations for further reading 
organized by chapter, a brief chronology 
of events in Lincoln's life and a glossary 
of terms used in the book. This glossary 
is helpful in understanding some of the 
religious movements that are dis
cussed-the aspects and nuances of 
which are likely lost on most readers. 

The book is infused with a consistent 
theme-that of power. The chapter titles 
are revealing and proceed in a logic.al 
order: lnner Power: Lincoln's Ambition 
and Political Vision 1809-54, The Power of 
Opinion: Lincoln, the Illinois Public and 
the New Political Order 1854-58, The 
Power of Party: Winning the Presidency 
1860, The Limits of Power: F'rom Presi
dent-elect to War President 1860-61, The 
Purposes of Power: Evolving Objectives 
1861-65 and The Instruments of Power: 
Coercion and Voluntary Mobilization 
1861-65. Within each chapter, the author 
inserts introductory remarks that explain 
his objectives and topics. 

From the "Purposes of Power": 
" ... Lincoln was not a passive figure buf• 
feted by forces beyond his control. His 
administration is the story of a president 
who kept his focus on strategic essen
tials; who chose not to pursue diver
sions, however worthy ... Though ready to 
leave important tracts of policy 
domain-notably foreign affairs and the 
national finances-largely to the discre
tion of trusted ministers, Lincoln res
olutely kept in his own hands all deci
sions bearing upon slavery, emancipa
tion, and race. He achieved a mastery 
over his cabinet, occasionally soliciting 
opinions but mostly informing his minis-
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ters of decisions already reached. Jeal
ous of the constitutional powers of the 
executive, as he understood them. he 
resisted legislative encroachment... John 
W. Forney watched in admiration as Lin
coln grew in political office to become 
'that great, wonderful mysterious inex
plicable man; who holds in his single 
hands the reins of the republic; who 
keeps his own counsels; who does his 
own purpose in his own way no matter 
what temporizing minister In his cabinet 
sets himself up in opposition to the 
progress of the age.' The story of Lin
coln's presidential leadership is al heart 
the story of how he used the power at his 
disposal to redefine the Union's explicit 
purposes to embrace liberty, and even 
equality, for all. But, as Lincoln explained, 
he had to exercise that power under con
straint. Constitutional duty, the obstinate 
realities of the battlefield, and opinion on 
the home front severely hemmed in his 
freedom of action. These, however, were 
evolving, not static restraints ... The story 
of the evolving purposes of the Union's 
war is also the story of Lincoln's person
al development. Those who withstood 
the buffeting of war were rare indeed. 
Inevitably, Lincoln's private understand
ing of his moral obligations, and of the 
meaning of the conflict itself, evolved 
under the grueling burden of leadership, 
the wider suffering of wartime, and per
sonal grief. Unfathomable as the private 
Lincoln has to remain, there is every sign 
that his understanding of providential 
intervention both shaped the thinking by 
which he reached the most profound of 
his decisions, for emancipation, and 
-even more powerfully-steeled his nerve 
to stand by the implications of that deci
sion once made." 

From the "lllstruments of Power": 
M ••• Lincoln's most powerful weapon was 
the spoken and written word. In speech
es, designed specifically for religio-phil
anthropic audiences, as with his address
es to fund-raising sanitary fairs and 
denominational groups; in proclaiming 
days for fasting and thanksgiving; in set
piece speeches wbich. if not usually cast 
in religious language, appealed to the bet
ter side of human nature and called on a 
deep moral understanding of America's 
meaning (as in his salvationist rhetoric. of 
rebirth at Gettysburg)-in all these ways 
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Lincoln spoke a language which persuad
ed the public that the administration was 
under the guidance of a man who recog
nized his dependence on divine favor ... ~ 

The author draws some unconven
tional, yet profound conclusions in the 
book's final chapter that deals with the 
implications of Lincoln"s assassination: 

"The Lincoln delineated in the pre
sent study is a man who, politically gifted 
though he was, earns the label 'excep
tional' chiefly because of the ollice he 
held and the singular circumstances in 
which he held it. Lincoln Is best under
stood not as the extraordinary figure of 
the lconographers, but as a man of his 
times, politically wise but capable of mis
judgments, too, and powerful largely 
because he was representative and, as 
such, deeply familiar with his people and 
his context. This gave him a real feel for 
the direction of events. Thus, he came to 
see that a party committed to quaranti
ning slavery was capable of securing the 
highest office in the land; he realized that 
he had the qualities and good fortune to 
fit that party's prescription of the ideal 
candidate; he rightly sensed that his own 
outrage at southern secession was wide
ly enough shared to make defense of the 
Union politically practicable; and he 
understood that his power as a war pres
ident depended above all on his harness
ing the potent force of popular national
ism." 

This is a well-written book with a 
fresh perspective. It's scholarship and 
conclusions are "right on the money." In 
addition, there is extensive use of prima
ry source material, shown in the numer
ous quotations not only from Lincoln. 
but those who had contact with him. 
Many of these quotes or statements 
attributed to Lincoln was unfamiliar to us 
and quite interesting. The author avoids 
oft-repeated stories and rehashes of Lin
coin's speeches (this is the first hook of 
this type we've encountered that doesn't 
quote the Second Inaugural Address). It 
remains focused on its chosen theme, 
discarding extraneous, overly familiar 
material. All In all, a fine effort and very 
worthwhile. 

+++ 
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estimated. As pervasive as television Is in today's electoral landscape, ---•-· ~,::::.!1"':,:••:;~~··:0:·':t[:·::.• .I. 
such was the case with newspapers. Periodicals were highly partisan In 
their coverage of political events. Every four years. a fresh crop of campaign newspapers 
emerged. to supplement the established dailies and weeklies. These are generally Inexpensive and a 

Ir::-::-'.::-'.:-:-:-:-:-:-:-,.---===---. source for Interesting graphics and primary-source 
Old Abe'a L&at Work. Lo,al ..,_..,i;;-iw. cw... material. Two such exarrples are the Campaign 

Courier and the Campaign Plain Deafer. both 
.----------. McClellan organs pub

lished In Boston and 
Cleveland respectively 
in 1864. The content 
typically included 
campaign songs, ads 
for jobbers of cam
paign memorabilia. 
reports on rallies and 
ratification meetings. 
speeches, results of 

1 '-'-~-------' local races that had 
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and criticism of the opposition. The Courier 
of October 12, 1864 reprints an article form 
the Phifadelphla Press dealing with the issue 
of the soldier's vote. "The Boston Courier 
complains that the Administration sends 
home soldiers who v.ill vote for it. and refus-

- es furloughs to those who oppose it. The Tri· 
bune aptly asks. why 'the Democratlc Legis
latures of New Jersey. Delaware, Indiana, and 
Illinois did not block this game. by enabling 
all the soldiers from their respective states to 
vote without going home?" In reply, • ... that 

,.. tt !ht t.c- ..,,_. ., ae.,,..,. ll,pl-n. crow4 ,.... ._ a. . Democratic Legislatures opposed the plans 
_,. for admitting the military vote from no want 

of confidence in the soldiers, but from the certainty that the administration, having everything in its 
own hands, would never allow that vote to be fairly taken, but would use It fraudulently to swamp the 
opposition home vote." The editor's apprehensions were apparently well-founded, as the paper reports 
on the "Soldiers· Votes" recorded at hospitals and military stations on October • 0th and 11th. "The sol· 
diers at the Chester hospital voted as follows: for the Rep. ticket 50. for the Democratic ticket none. 
The vote of the Ohio soldiers in the hospitals in this city [Washington) and Alexandria today: Republl
can 580, Democrat 33." The Campaign Plain Dealer (a.k.a. the Pictorial Plain Dea/el') of August 20th 
was issued prior to McClellan's nomination at Chicago, yet every Inch of space s expended to promote 
Little Mac as the ideal nominee. Lincoln's emancipation policy is roundly criticized. as well as the draft 
("The draft is as certain as death"). Extensive coverage Is extended to the formation of McClellan for 
President clubs throughout the country, and campaign banners and transparencies used at mass meet
ings are detailed. At the McClellan rally In NYC. they sang "McClellan" to the tune of "Hail to the Chief." 
One of the stanzas " .. .Wildly arose the glad shout of the people, Antietam was won and our capital 
saved: Rang out the bells from each merry church steeple. Joy In each eye, while the bonfires blazed! 
Honor McClellan, then, And all his gallant men: Up with the starry flag graced with his name, Down 
with 'Old Abraham' and his fanatic clan, McClellan's the hero to wipe out our shame." The eccentric 
Greeley is ridiculed on the last page. "The Tribune declares that ·emancipation is peace.' Then why did 
we not have peace as soon as Lincoln issued his emancipation proclamation? Let Greeley answer this 
question or cease his silly gabble about the nigger." 
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A DFSCRWTION OF LINCOLN'S HOME IN 1867 
Wayne C Temple 

I n July of 1867, a person using the ini
tials "V. H." supposedly traveled over 
to Springfield, Illinois, from Cincinnati 
to view the sites connected with the 

late Abraham Lincoln. After Interviewing 
William H. Herndon, the correspondent 
walked over to Eighth and Jackson to 
visit the Lincoln Home, then occupied by 
the Lucian Tilton family who had rented 
the property from Lincoln in 1861 prior 
to his departure for Washington, D. C. 

This interviewer could well have 
been V. T. Hermann, a printer living at 41 
Baltimore Street in Cincinnati. He is the 
only one listed in the Cincinnati direc
tory that lits the initials and the 
journalism or printing associa
tion that seems to be 
required for this informa
tive interviewer. ([hanks 
to Denis W. Daly, Refer
ence Librarian at the 
Public Library of 
Cincinnati.) In due 
course, this vital infor
mation was printed in 
The Cincinnati Comme1° 
cial, July 25, 1867, p. 2, 
columns 2 and 3: 

THE OLD HOUSE 
WHERE LINCOLN LIVED IN 
SPRINGFIELD 

From the square's southeast corner, 
following Sixth street southward, past 
[the Leland,] a new hotel [opened Janu
ary 1, 1867) that, next to the residence of 
the Douglass' friend, [Abraham Lincoln], 
at last offers welcome to the traveler, to 
[Jackson,) the third cross street at [Sixth 
Street's) end, turning east two blocks, on 
the northeast corner of Eighth and Jack
son streets, we find the house of Lincoln, 
from the spring following his marriage-
which took place in the fall of 1842-up 
to his departure for Washlngton.1 

At first of a single story, the second 
was added in 1857,2 and, as said, from a 
small inheritance to the wife.3 It stands 
above the street, on ground embraced by 
a brick wall, surmounted by a wooden 
paling, corresponding to the color of the 
house--light drab, and so near the street 

that steps of stone, beneath the gate, 
climb nearly to the door. A weatherboard 
house, tall and slim, the front lacing west, 
shows live windows above and four 
below-all with green shades [inside win
dow blinds}-a pair [of windows on} 
each side the door, which is in the center 
and has side-lights of plain glass. Over 
the door, climbs a rose bush now in 
bloom, and nearly opposite the southern 
corner, at the pavement's outer edge, 
stands an elm tree planted by Mr. Lin
coln's own hand. Between the house and 
fence, round the front and south, runs a 

strip of turf, worn by a footpath in the 
center. 

The south presents to view the end of 
the front with its four similar windows-a 
pair above and below-and a back; also, 
double-storied, but its roof at right angles 
coming just beneath the jutting eaves of 
the other; both plain shingled. 

This extension comes to the line of 
this side on the first story only. and with 
a latticed porch, from which climbing 
roses exclude the noon, to which at the 
same distance from the house-line at the 
front, a similar gate opens. Over the 
porch-roof, rimmed with its iron balaster, 
face a pair of retired windows from the 
second story. Near the rear corner nestle 
a pair of apple trees;4 and from the cor
ner to the alley the fence changes from 
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paling to upright straight boards, of the 
uniform color, above which, near by, 
from the alley peep a little barn and 
wood-shed, shouldering mats of verdure. 

The climbing life, on barn and porch, 
as well as the snug turf in the back yard, 
together with the flowery margins of a 
straight, brick-paved, bisecting path, 
refreshing to the simple Western home, 
are seeds of eastern care from the hand 
of a fostering tenant. 

On the north, front and back (build
ings], are together on the line that 
bounds the neighbors' yard, over which 
eight windows, four to each part, swing 
open their green blinds [shutters]. 

To the front gaze the house seems to 
prick up its ears-each chimney with Its 

lightning rod. 
The property is now the chil

dren's, a present from their 
mother.5 It is occupied by a 

tenant first admitted to 
possession upon the 
departure of the family, 
Mr. (Lucian] Tilton, 
President of the Tole
do, Wabash and Great 
Western Railroad, orig
inally from New Hamp

shire, but for eight 
years previous to 1861 a 

resident of Cleveland, Ohio. 
With sincere kindness 

Mrs. [Lucretia Jane (Wood)] 
Tilton, and her mother [Lucretia 

(Perry) Wood] receive all who come, 
and well the house is in amicable hands. 
for hardly ever less than three or four a 
day, and sometimes twenty, call. Some 
that are for early trains come before 
breakfast. 

Ringing the bell, we are received into 
a hall bisecting the front, from which on 
the right opens Mrs. Lincoln's private 
parlor, now a bed-room, In which a plain, 
low, black walnut bedstead remains from 
the former lurnishment.6 

Here Mr. Lincoln received the wan
dering wirepullers that, after the nomina
tion up to the removal, beseiged in a tide 
the "honest" man. 

They entered the drawing-room 
opposite (which, through folding doors, 
extends back thirty feet) whence, after 
touching the hand of the tall spirit, 
loosed from their convention battle, they 
returned through the dining-room, which 
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opens from the back right wall of the 
drawing-room, and thence, re-entering 
the hall, passed out, sped by a parting 
smile from "Little Mary~ [Lincoln). 

From this hall a winding staircase 
leads to two front bed-rooms, of which 
the south one still shows a marble-top 
bureau and wash-stand, and a walnut 
wardrobe-relics. The other is hallowed 
by night thoughts of "Lincoln at home." 

In the drawing-room (front) remain a 
what-not and marble-top side-stand, and, 
hack in the right-hand comer, sidewise
Its old position-is the identical book
case, with its writing leaf, over which, the 
folding doors being close, Lincoln 
learned to study, and on which was 
Inscribed tbe first inaugural. 

Here were received the Chicago dele
gation, with their momentous tribute or 
nomination. Judge fWilllam Darrah] Kel
ley, of Pennsylvania, has since called, 
with his wife, and described with what 
Intense and tremblmg earnestness were 
then first scanned those features on 
whose hidden meaning hung the future. 
At first naught was to be seen to hint a 
hope from a face so plain, and as yet, unlit 
by a gllnting ray of feellng. But when the 
message had been spoken, and the turn 
came for reply, then a soul put a light in 
the windows or its tall tower, and far over 
the storm-roofed sea nashed Its beacon. 

Upon the writing leaf or the book-case 
lies a register, where visitors leave their 
names. Many of these signatures are by 
soldiers. One has signed "Battery A, First 
lllinois. The veritable Toby, of Melville's 
Typee." A bishop or the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church to his 
manual has added: "One of the mourn
ers among the millions, of the same 
class, who mourn the loss or the most 
righteous ruler that has ruled a nation In 
modem times. The best of all was, God 
was with him, and he died a martyr to the 
cause of God and bleeding humanity." 

Mrs. Tilton says many colored sol
diers have called, and some have been 
affected even to tears. 

Another visitor, a lady from Iowa, 
first asked permission, and then imposed 
the following exquisite acrostle: 

A ges to come, and men shall cry, 
B ehold a name divine and blest; 
R obed in light that can not die, 
A nd in immortal honor drest, 
H enceforth, secure from blight or 

blame, 

A growing flame shall crown thy 
head; 

M artyred in freedom's holy name; 
L iving to freedom's cause though 

dead. 
I ntrusted with a nation's weal, 
N one ever ruled with wiser sway; 
C hamplon of right, we deeply feel 
0 ur loss in thee; thy form we lay 
Low in the dark; yet from thy tomb 
N ew hopes and joys and blessings 

bloom. 
In a plain black frame Iles a small 

piece of blood-stained cloth, and 
beneath, upon the paper on which it rests, 
Is written the name or Laura Keene. This 
blood-stain is from Lincoln's death-wound, 
on part of the dress worn by the actress in 
whose lap, that fatal night, was laid the 
poor pierced brain of the martyr. The relic 
was left by Miss Keene hersell. The dress, 
Barnum has tried in vain to buy, offering 
for it several thousand dollars. 

Some of the remarks penned by the 
correspondent need a fuller explanation 
and expansion than can be appended as 
footnotes. Therefore, a few small essays 
are in order here. 

Upon the conclusion of business at 
the 1860 convention, George Ashmun of 
Massachusetts, the President of the 
Chicago Republican Nominating Conven-

tion and permanent 
Chairman of the 

Republican Party, 
declared that he 
would lead the 
official notifica
tion party to 
Springfield to 
personally 
inform Abraham 
Lincoln that he 

had been nomi• 
nated for Presi

dent. A Chairman 

delegations was to 
Laura Keene visited the accompany him on 
home and left a relic of the special train leav-

the assassination. Ing Chicago on May 
19. It arrived in Lin

coin's home town on that afternoon, and 
the notification committee called upon 
Lincoln at his house that evening at 8pm. 
In addition to Ashmun, this official party 
consisted of: F'. P. Tracy of California; 
Gideon Welles of Connecticut; N. B. 
Smithers of Delaware; G. A. Hall of the Dis-

trict of Columbia; Norman B. Judd of Illi
nois; Caleb 8. Smith of Indiana; William P. 
Clarke of Iowa; A C. Wilder of Kansas; 
George D. Blakey of Kentucky; William H. 
McCrillis of Maine; Francis S. Corkran of 
Maryland; John A Andrew of Massachu
setts: Austin Blair of Michigan; John W. 
North of Minnesota; B. Gratz Brown of 
Missouri; E. D. Webster of Nebraska; 
Edward H. Rollins of New Hampshire; 
Ephraim Marsh of New Jersey; William M. 
Evarts of New York; 0. K. Cartter of Ohio; 
Joel l:Surlingame of Oregon; A. H. Reeder of 
Pennsylvania; James F. Simmons of Rhode 
Island; J. B. Henderson of Texas; Peter T. 
Washburn or Vermont; Allred Caldwell of 
Virginia; and Carl Schurz of Wisconsin. 

Many other prominent delegates and 
politicians also rode the special train to 
Springfield. Among those members were 
Alex. Ramsey of Minnesota; Fred Has
saureck or Ohio; Amos Tuck of New 
Hampshire; Gov. George S. Boutwell of 
Massachusetts; and Judge William D. Kel
ley of Pennsylvania. Some of them made 
speeches down town and remained in 
Springfield to pay their respects to Lin
coln U1e following day. Each of the official 
notification members penned their auto
graph to a list which Lincoln retained. 
for some reason, the name of Henderson 
of Texas was crossed of[. 7 

The veteran 
who signed U1e reg
ister as "Toby" was 
Richard Tobias 
Greene, born In Bul
falo, New York. 
about 1823. He did 
serve during the 
Civil War from Octo
ber 19, 1864, to July 
10, 1865, in the reor
ganized Battery A of 
the First lllinois Vol• Melville, creator of Toby 
unteer Artillery Reg- in his novel Typee. 
iment. Due to a very 
tiny ink dot on his original enlistment 
papers, the editors of the published llli
nois Adjutant General's Report misread 
his middle initial as "F." However, the 
original manuscript muster roll in the Illi
nois State Archives clearly shows his 
true middle initial to have been "T" for 
Tobias. At some time after his early 
years, be dropped the final ·e" on his last 
name and became simply "Green." 

Upon enlisting, he gave his address 
as Chicago and his occupation as "clerk" 

continued next page 
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and reported his age as "35," taking off 
about 5 years from the true figure. Few 
men at the age of 40 or over were volun
teering as privates in 
that war. In the 1860 
Federal Census, Green 
had divulged that he 
was already 37, a 
physician with $1,200 
in real estate and $ J 50 
in personal estate. His 
wife was Mary, 32, and 
they had a son named 
Herman, most certain
ly named after 
Richard's old friend, 
Herman Melville. As 
proof, in a later census, 

York, yet both of her parents came from 
Connecticut. ln the household were three 
cousins from New York, one of whom 

this son gave his mid- '-------------' 

In this corrected drat!, Lincoln writes 
to George Ashmun, accepting the nom
ination of his party. He pledges support 

of the principles enunciated In Ash
mun's notification letter and asks for 
the assistance of Divine Providence. 

die initial as "M," clear
ly indicating that his 
full name was Herman 
Melville Green. 

George Ashmun of Massachusetts, 
President of the 1860 Republican 

National Convention. 

Evidently Richard 
T. Green again sought employment or 
more adventure-as he had as a youth
but had no desire to be an Army surgeon 
ii he actually was a physician as he had 
proclaimed in 1860. When Green joined 
reorganized Battery A of the First Illinois 
Artillery, his unit was at Atlanta, Georgia. 
From there they moved to Nashville 
about November 1, 1864, where they 
were held in reserve during that battle. 
After that they were ordered to Chat
tanooga and remained at that station 
until late June when they returned to 
Chicago, arriving on July 3, 1865, to a 
grand welcome home. According to the 
battery's history, Private Green had not 
seen much combat. 

After the CiVil War, Green did not 
long remain In lllinois. He is not listed 
there in the 1870 Census report. Howev
er, on June 2, 1880, he and his extended 
family were residing in Fulton, Whiteside 
County, Illinois, in lhe northwestern part 
of the State near the Mississippi River. He 
was using his middle initial "T" and gave 
his age as 56-consistent with earlier 
reports-and worked as a ~chemist," but 
he had been unemployed for six months 
that year. His wife, Mary J. Green, 52-
exactly right-was keeping house. The 
son, Herman M., 24, professed to be a 
physician. His birthplace was Ohio. 
Richard, of course, was born in New York, 
but both of his parents stemmed from 
England. Mary J. Green was born in New 

worked as a machinist; a sister, Elisabeth 
Pollock, 44, born in New York, widowed 
or divorced, and paralized; Katie Hobing, 
20, single, born in Holland, a servant who 
also cooked in a hotel; and Ella M. Power, 
40, married, born in Vermont, a boarder 
who did housekeeping. One might 
assume that the Greens were then run
ning a boardinghouse or a small hotel to 
pay their bills. 

No doubt the high point of Richard 
Tobias Greene's entire early life had been 
his high escapades with Herman Melville 
(1819-1891) who had shipped out of New 
Bedford on January 8, 1841, aboard the 
whaler Acushnet. He disliked the brutal 
discipline and jumped ship with Greene in 
the South Pacific and spent about two 
years among the islands there. Melville 
finally worked his passage back to Boston 
where he landed in October, 1844. As a 
very young man-about eighteen years of 
age-Greene had sailed with Herman 
Melville (5 years his senior) and shared 
many common adventures with him. 

When Melville published his first 
novel, entitled Typee: Or a Peep at Poly
nesian life (London: John Murray, 1846), 
Greene appeared as one of the major 
characters called simply "Toby." After 
some people questioned that the author 
had actually experienced the tales por
Lrayed in Typee, Greene learned of the 
book and wrote a letter in July of 1846 
verifying the truth of the whole story. He 

was put in touch with Melville who imme
diately added an appendix which includ
ed Greene's letter that explained how he 
had finally escaped the islands after 
becoming separated from Melville who 
did not know previously if "Toby~ had 
even survived. As mentioned before. 
Richard later dropped the "e" from his last 
name. It would appear that all his life he 
led an unsettled existence and traveled 
about laboring at various occupations. 

Richard Tobias Green died on Sep
tember 23, 1891, and was buried as a vet
eran in Rose Hill Cemetery, Cook County, 
Illinois. And strange as it might seem, 
Herman Melville also passed away just 
five days later on September 28, that 
same year!B 

Miss Laura Keene was very closely 
associated with the assassination. After 
the President was shot, Dr. Charles 
Augustus Leale, M. D., (1842-1932) who 
happened to be in the audience to wit
ness "Our American Cousin," was the 
first physician to enter the obstructed 
presidential theatre box whose entrance 
had been blocked by Booth. Leale, a 
native of New York City, had been a Med
ical Cadet in the Army from Feb. 17, 1864, 
untiJ Feb. 17, 1865, and had not been 
commissioned a Union Army Assistant 
Surgeon until Apr. 8, 1865, just 6 days 
before Lincoln's assassination. So, his 
medical experience was quite limited, yet 
this twenty-three-year-old performed 
quite professionally. Fortunately, he had 
been trained in the treatment of wounds. 
His one questionable act was pouring 
brandy down the comatose Lincoln's 
throat, a dubious medical practice. 

Shortly after Leale gained admission 
to the crime scene, Miss Laura Keene 
(1826-1873). the noted actress in whose 
honor the play had been given, rushed 
from the stage and appeared in the box 
by way of a little-known side entrance to 
Ford's Theatre. She petitioned Dr. Leale 
to allow her to hold Lincoln while he con
tinued his examination and treatment. 
Leale gave his permission, and she seat
ed herself upon the floor of the box and 
put the prostrate Lincoln's bleeding head 
in her lap, thus soaking her dress in his 
precious blood. Leale verified her partic
ipation in the tragic event and in doing so 
confirmed that her name would be per
manently entered into the Lincoln leg
end. Asst. Surgeon Leale was later brevet
ted Captain on Jan. 4, 1866, and mustered 
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out of the Medical Service on Jan. 20, 1866. 
"Laura Keene" had been born in England in 1826. She immi

grated to the United States in 1852, married twice and played often 
in New York City. Laura Keene was her stage name-her true iden
tity is unknown. She managed and performed in theaters as far 
away as San Francisco and died in Montclair, New Jersey, on 
November 4, 1873. 

After leaving Army service, Dr. Leale studied Asiatic cholera in 
Europe and returned to practice medicine in New York City. He 
married Rebecca Medwin Copcutt on September 3, 1867. From 
1866 to 1871 he was in charge of the Children's Class at North
western Dispensary; served as president of the Bellevue Hospital 
Medical College Alumni Association in 1875, and continued to 
practice in New York. In 1881 he was even a delegate to the Lon
don International Medical Congress. He was proud to be a mem
ber, 1st Class, of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the Unit
ed States which was chartered the day Lincoln died. Its member
ship was then limited to Union officers of the Civil War. His son, 
Medwin Leale, M.D., also became a distinguished surgeon and like 
his father had his nan1e listed in Who's Who in America. Charles 
died in New York on June 13, 1932.9 a-, 
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~notber ~teat jf tnb! A
lthough photography was invented in 1838, it would 
appear that 1860 was the first year in which the medium 
was used to record images of campaign items and 
marchers. We are aware of two different outdoor views of 
Wide Awake (Republican) marchers, one from Mohawk, 

New York and the other from Yonkers, New York. These photographs are mounted salt prints. We have also seen a tintype of a Wide 
Awake marcher In full uniform holding a torch with a Lincoln portrait flag 
attached. Examples of ambrotype portraits, studio sittings of Wide Awake 
members, are likewise known. Alter all, 1860 was a very energetic campaign 
with a wide variety of marching clubs organized for all four presidential can
didates. These paramilitary organizations had distinct uniforms, names and 

lanterns. Most of the 
names for these 
clubs are long lost 
to history, but the 
Douglas lnvincibles, 
the Ch/oroformers 
and the Bell & 
Everet/ Bell Ringers 
are three that are 
well documented. 
No doubt, a sub
stantial amount of 

photographic portraits were made chronicling the 
labors of these opposition groups, but practically none have appeared. Thankfully, this sixth-plate ambrotype (or emulsion on glass) 
of two Douglas marchers surfaced last year and may be the only one of its type in existence. The two seated gentlemen appear to be 
brothers (both genetically and politically!). They wear white linen blouses over their street clothes and grasp wooden staves. Each 
wears a patent leather cap. Both caps have attached panels reading "Douglas" - the one on the right has an additional panel reading 
"Non-Intervention." It is uncertain which specific marching group these men were affiliated with, nor is the significance of the uniform 
and accouterments known. This cased image came from the inventory of a Connecticut area vintage photography dealer. Lt was pre
sold, sight unseen, to a Hartford collector, by another photography dealer who was aware of its existence. It was then traded to a Lin
coln specialist where it now remains, firmly "ensconced", as they say. It Is a sterling example of the art of photography, capturing a 
moment in history. Perhaps, in time, other portraits of similar participants in Civil War era presidential campaigns may come to light. 

With apologies for the delay, in our NEXT issue of The Rall Splitter, 
"living legend" CharUe McSorley shares insight on Lincoln ballots from 1840-1860. 
Steven Coon takes up the debate on honoring Lincoln and saving the U.S. Penny. 

And, Lonnie Neubauer discuBBes John Rogers' "The Council of War." 
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