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THE COUNTER-OFFENSIVE: 
A Fusion of Lincoln Opponents 

Donald Ackerman enth Ward Democratic Club. There appears 
to have been at least twenty-two wards In the 
city, most sending representatives to this 
event. Their political outlook will become 
readily apparent in reading the newspaper 
report, which we excerpt, in part: 

The Union Torch-UghJ Procession 
A Per/ ect Success. 

Over 290 Clubs and 30,000 Men in line. 
Splendid Decorations. Popular Enthusiasm. 

The Union Torch-light Procession on Tuesday 
night was, without doubt, the most brilliant affair 
of the kind ever seen on the face of the earth. The 

Republicans - after months of careful preparation 
and the expenditure of immense sums of money. 
got up a very creditable procession of the son last 
month, but the Democrats and Union men. with 
only two weeks' management and a very modest 
expenditure, beat them at least three to one in point 
of numbers, and totally eclipsed them in the splen
dor of their equipments and decorations. 

The Clubs commenced rallying at their 
respective rendezvous as early as six o'clock. They 

A Douglas torch-light parade passes In front 
of Tammany Hall, New York City. 
(From Valentine's Manual, 1861.) 

I n the Issue before last (Fall/Winter 2006), 
we gave quite a bit of coverage to pro-Lin
coln Wide Awake parades held In Hartford 
and New York City. Accordingly, we'd like 

to give ~equal time" to an anti-Lincoln parade 
beld in New York on Tuesday, October 23, 
1860. We discovered a report on this event as 
it appeared in the Weekly Journal of Com
merce for October 25th. The article details the 
organizations involved, their leadership and, 
more importantly, their uniforms, banners 
and Uoats. Contemporary newspaper 
accounts of this type are often the only 
source for determining these facts; tbe mater
ial culture itsel(, for the most part, no longer 
exists. The parade included all political orga
nizations opposed to tbe election of Lincoln 
with representatives from the Bell, Douglas 
and Breckinridge marching clubs. (Y/e notice 
a large percentage of participants with Irish 
surnames, likely representative of the ethnic 
mix of New York's Democratic party at the 
time.) We only recognize one name - that of 
William M. "Boss~ Tweed, marshal of the Sev- continued page 4 t:::::::::::::::::::::::::- ... 

THE 0mER LINCOLN ROCKER 

Blaine V Houmes 

0 n tbe afternoon of April 14, 1865, Harry Ford was deco
rating his family's theater in Washington. That 
evening's performance of Our American Cousin was 

i-i-.... being honored with a visit by President Lincoln, and Mr. 

An 1865 photo by E. Anthony of the 
fateful chair - shortly before 
being seized as evidence. 

Ford busied himself preparing a balcony box with chairs, 
American flags, and a large walnut rocking chair, which 
allowed a splendid view of the stage. The rest, of course, is 
history. 

After the president's assassination, the chair was con
fiscated as evidence and kept in the oflice of Edwin Stan
ton, Secretary of War, until 1866 when it was transferred to 
the Smithsonian Institute. Images of the rocking chair had ~ 
appeared in stereoviews and cartes-de-visite, sold as a 
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----------------- THE RAILSPLITTER -----------------

From the Publisher 
lenge they faced was to determine '·fair markeC for the docu
ments and find comparables for the relics. As Coover told us of 
the task. "every appraisal involved the examination of one item 
at a time. If done correctly this entails careful inspection of each 

"My understanding is that, when a common job artifact or document, and careful review of documentation relat-
is done, if I put in live dollars to your one, I have ed to the provenance. In this case, the process was facilitated by 
a right to take out live dollars to your one." the fact that Ms. Taper kept records on every single item." Seth 

concurred with Chris but added "there are limits to the useful-
(Lincoln speaking on risk and reward at Springfield, July 1858.) ness of comparables. Venue as much as provenance matters. 

E very collection represents an investment in time, passion, With Lincoln, a well publicized 'name sale' with such a strongly 
and money. While all three commodities go into assembling focused collection would bring record prices. And any appraiser 
a cogent holding, only one can be quantified and adequately would have to consider the collection as a whole. Other art and 

compensated. artifact markets demonstrate that we live In an economy where 
By now you have read about the sale of Louise Taper's col- there are many individuals and foundations able to afford bid-

lection of L!ncolniana to the Abraham Lincoln Presidential ding tens of millions of dollars. That happens much less in his-
Library and Museum. Some 1,500 items will now be displayed in torical manuscripts and artifacts ... mostly because this is just a 
a rotating exhibit in the soon-to-be named Louise and Barry smaller and less publicized field. But a collection of U1is magni-
Taper Gallery. As detailed in an AP press release: ~---•~-=:~! tude would break through the clutter, and excite 

"Shortly after Memorial Day weekend, a new buyers, competing either for single pieces or 
tractor-trailer arrived in Springfield. Two drivers for the whole thing." 
had taken it from California, nonstop, from the When assigning a value to an item, tile avail-
home of Louise Taper. Inside were millions of dot- ability of market history drives the procedure. In 
lars' worth of Taper's private collection of Abraham lhe case of a letter or document, it is relatively 
Lincoln-related artifacts and documents. One of straight forward ... scarcity related to the author 
only three of Lincoln's stovepipe hats known to sur- and fathoming the content involved. Those mis-
vive was included among them, wortl1 potentially sives considered more revelatory and historically 
millions all by itself. .. The core of the collection signUicant are obviously ascribed a commensu-
is Mary Todd Lincoln correspondence, John rate value. And then it becomes a task of 
Wilkes Booth and Booth family member let- bracketing ... "better than Lhis ... not quite 
ters, relic artifacts, and related. Over the past as good as that." As to the relics, the 
35 years, Taper has amassed arguably the most accompanying documentation is the critical 
important private collection of Lincoln materials in the world. issue. As we always counsel, one purchases the 
including Lincoln's blood-soaked gloves from the night of his accompanying paperwork and not the lock of hair, hunk of wood, 
assassination and tllousands of documents and letters ... Taper or article of clothing. That is to say, the better the provenance, 
began collecting Lincoln artifacts in the early 1970s, right around the more compelling the 
the time she was working as an adviser for the Lincoln miniseries story. And once again. even 
that ran on television in 1974." with such unique items, it The Gettysburg Solemnltien. 

In a complex deal underscored by what was termed "ere- becomes a matter of bracket-
ative financing," the transfer of ownership will come through a ing - find items of like signifi-
combination of both a sale and a donation. The purchase com- cance that have sold. 
ponent will be paid for through a state bond issuance and pri- Occasionally there are 
vate fundraising. While exact details of the transaction are not items far more problematic to 

DEDJCAi'fO 

J11r ~lalionnl o· rmrlc1·Q 

disclosed. several individuals close to the deal have intimated the appraiser: cornerstone CETTYSSURC, PENNSYLVANIA. 

that the appraised value is "north of $30 million; south of $50 mil- pieces. the rarest of the rare, 
lion.'' A hint on how Items were valued appeared in several press that which defies being 
accounts: the Lincoln hat on its own was discussed as being "priced." This must have been 
worth as much as $5 million. That would be a staggering amount so with numerous Taper 
for a single item: more than $2 million above the record price set items. Assigning a value sim-
for Lincoln's last address, a twelve-page manuscript sold from ply becomes opinion, oft a 
the Forbes Collection. No questioning the evocative nature of the matter of one person's convic-
Lincoln hat - a touchstone of history. And as a display piece, tion and belief in an item. Case 
who would not immediately feel the presence of the great man in point: last year we reported 

nl ff I 

H 

by this single artifact? But, how does one go about assigning a on the sale of The Gettysburg 
value to such a unique item? For that matter, how does anyone Solemnities, a prohibitively 
appraise such a sizable holding? rare printing of Lincoln's most 

Three experts were retained to appraise the Taper Collec- resonant address. (Eberstandt 
tion: Chris Coover of Christie's; noted Anlericana dealer Seth and other great Lincoln bibliophiles credit this as the very first 
Kaller; and California manuscript dealer Chuck Sachs. The chal- issue in pamphlet form.) One of only three extant examples, tllis 
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----------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER-----------------

copy is the only one known in private hands and enjoys the patina of stellar provenance: it belonged to Thomas Streeter who built one 
of the greatest Americana libraries. It then belonged to the colorful Malcolm Forbes. We detailed It as a lot in the November 2005 auc
tion at Christie's, the third of six Forbes auctions. A year and a half ago, against an estimate of $40-60,000, it sold to rare book dealer 
Bill Reese for $307,000. This gem was then offered in his fixed-price catalog, list #250, for $850,000. And, we can confirm that it sold! (A 
nice bit of profit on a two-year investment! In 1967, in the Streeter sale, it realized $15,000. ) Bill Reese appreciated both the history 
contained in this Imprint and understood the dizzying heights of the pinnacle of the market. And, he priced it accordingly. So, should 
it be appraised now, what Is it worth? Start at what it last sold for ... then it all becomes "creative writing." 

All of this is a long-winded explanation of what we already know. When it comes to Lincoln, there is no limit to what something is 
"worth." We all value our treasures dearly-proving Lincoln remains timeless. While interest in other historical figures may wane, such 
is not the case for our sixteenth president. 

On a separate note, I have to share perhaps the greatest compliment ever proffered to me. I am loathe to accept praise - not out of 
any sense of humility, but just because. Recently I corresponded with one of our charter members - a man who supported this publi
cation from the very outset. He is someone I respect as both a collector and an intellect. Years ago he impressed upon me that it is not 
always about collecting "pretty," graphic items; when possible, one should appreciate what might appear mundane yet contains great 
content. It should not be about obtaining what everyone else wants. In any event, he concluded his letter with perhaps the greatest para
graph ever sent my way: '1 continue to admire the quality of the Rail Splitter, which is always a joy to read. I'm sure it is frustrating to have 
to struggle for circulation, but unfortunately the public - including, I am afraid, most collectors - is in the final stage of succumbing to a form 
of collective Alzheimer's in which the American memory is lost amidst lhe multicultural pieties which pass for public discourse in our time. 
You should think of yourself as a Dark Age scribe working in a cloister collecting fragments of the culture for translation into a universal lan
guage unintelligible to the barbarians at the gate in the hope that in a future age your work will be rediscovered by a new genera/ion that by 
some miracle survived the debacle of a civilization bent on suicide." I now walk at least two feet taller! g_ 

LINCOLN SLEPT HERE 
Bob DeWitt 

F or nearly a half century, it was one of Pittsburgh's most 
enduring mysteries: what happened to the ornate hotel bed 
that Abraham Lincoln slept in during a stopover on the way 

to his first inauguration in Washington, D.C.? 
Lincoln's train pulled into downtown Pittsburgh on a 

stormy Valentine's Day 1861. Despite sleet and rain, more than 
15,000 supporters turned out to greet the president-elect, crowd
ing Into the lobby of the venerable Monongahela House Hotel. 
Zouave Cadets formed a colodul cordon, allowing Lincoln to 
pass to his room. He briefly addressed the crowd from his bal
cony, then delivered a speech the next day as the nation stood 
on the brink of civil war. 

"I repeat, there is no crisis," Lincoln declared, "except such 
a one as turbulent men can get up whenever they please." He 
later climbed aboard the train and E==~~-
coatinued on, avoiding a potential 
assassination attempt in Baltimore 
before slipping into the nation's capi
tal in disguise on February 23. The fol
lowing week, Lincoln was sworn in as 
the 16th president of the United States 
of America. 

7-4"--
Edward vn. It subsequently would be used by nine more presi
dents, though not necessarily while they were in office. Three of 
them-Lincoln, James Garfield and William McKinley-were 
assassinated. 

"I don't know whether (the bed) has been cursed or not," 
Andrew Masich, president and chief executive officer of the Sen
ator John Heinz Pittsburgh Regional History Center, told the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. "But no one knew exactly where It was." 

The mystery was solved last October when a carpenter 
climbed into the eaves of an Allegheny County maintenance 
shed to fix a leaky roof. There, covered in burlap, was the miss
ing bed, along with an elegant wooden commode containing a 
porcelain chamber pot, two chairs and nearly 70 other pieces of 
wood lrom the Monongahela House. They had been removed 
before the old hotel was torn down in 1935, and given to the 
county for display in a museum. 

The furniture was covered with feathers from a mattress that 
had virtually exploded. Beetles and mites were found in the bed

ding, along with a half-dozen snake 
skins. After county officials were alert
ed, experts confirmed that indeed this 
was the bed tl1at Lincoln slept in. lf there 
was any doubt, blueprints from the 
Monongahela House were found with it. 

The artifacts have been moved to 
the history center for study and con
servation. Masich hopes they will 
remain there and become part of a 
major exhibit planned for the 200th 
anniversary of Lincoln's birth in 2009. 

Masich puts no dollar value on the 
bed, saying that museums do not 
appraise such items. 

The heavy Victorian walnut bed 
used by Lincoln at the Monongahela 
House was a mix of late Rococo 
Revival and early Neo-Renaissance 
styling, representative of fine hotel fur
niture of the day. According to news
paper articles, Lincoln stayed in the 
same room occupied a year earlier by 
the Prince of Wales, the future King Workmen removing the bed from a storage shed in 1959. 

"These are treasures for our com
munity that are priceless," he said. '0'°"' 

(Copyrli)hl. PU/sburgh Posl-/la.{l)rte. 2007 R8J)nnteo with permission.) 
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----------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER-----------------
Lincoln's Opponents March, cont. 
fonncd in Lhe streets around and above City 
Hall. and for two hours. the lower pan of the 

ter shall split the Union." A negro and white 
woman with arms about each others waists 
were exhibited as fruits of the "Irrepressible 
Conflict." 

city glowed with the long lines of Union men 
coming in from Brooklyn and Jersey City. It 
seemed as if these two cities had poured out 
the larger pan of their population to assist in 
this grdlld pan1de. 

The time appointed for starting the pro
cession was 8 o'clock. bm. owing to delays 
inevitable 10 such an immense army of men, 
the time was postponed about one hour. About 
half past eight, a gun, known by the playful 
nume of the ''Empire Pocket Piece", lired by 
Capt. Stephen Wilson, announced the move
ment of the advance column. 

At this time. Broadway and the long route 
of the procession was thronged with people. 
No such crowd has been seen on Broadway 
since the Japanese and Prince of Wales demon
strations. The sidewalks were closely packed, 
and several feet of the street outside of either 
curb were equally crowded. All the windows 
were occupied. mainly by ladies who had their 
handkerchiefa out, read) to wave in approval 
of the ·'Union." 

The order of procession was as follows 
- with trivial exceptions caused by 
clubs arriving late 011 the ground. 

Grand Mar~hal. Capt. l~aiah Rynders ... 
General Commiuees of Tammany Hall. 
Mozart Hall, Breckinridge and Lane and Bell 
mid Everett organizations in carriages. 

First Di1•isioT1. 
The Empire Club.About 1200 men. The 

Club carried a 1uagnilicenl banner, and u great 
variety of monocs. Among them were .;Young 
Voters Are Around" and ·'No Niggers allowed 
in this Club." They also exhibited a trans
parency representing Lincoln balancing a rail. 
with Gn;elcy on one end and a darkey on the 
other. The darkey is supposed to he saying "I's 
the heaviest, Greeley.'' 

Richmond County Clubs. About 800. 
They were dressed in red shirts and white 
caps. Their banner was inscribed "The Banner 
County." 

Second Divirio11. 
Spartan Association. About I 000. Dressed 

in red shirts and glazed caps. A cart, gaily dec
orated with tlags. carried a number of the 
"Spartans" dressed in hunting shirts and bear
ing rifles. 

Knights of the Union. numbering 33-one 
for each State. The Knights were accoutred in 
helmets and showy dresses. They were accom
panied by a "Temple of Liberty." with charm
ing ladies inside. 

Penh Amboy. Jersey City, Hoboken. 
Newark. and other Jersey Clubs. About J .000. 
The forsey visitor; were attired in red or blue 
shirts. and handsome caps to match. and made 
a splendid appearance. One mollo said. •'New 
Jersey has entered the United Stales for the 
present ballle, and will give her seven votes for 
the Union:· 

Sixth Ward Dern. Club~. About 600. The 
M. T. Brennan Club turned out very strong. 

Worth Guard. About 800. Among their L---------~~-------....J 

mottoes was ··No North, no South, no East. no 
West." 

First Ward Democratic Union Club, and 
other clubs from that ward. About I ,000. A 
temple of Liberty with a preuy girl inside, and 
a boat rigged up with oars and men working 
them. were among lhc most imeresting things 
on show. 

Second Ward Democratic Clubs. About 
200. Among their mottoes was "No rail split-

John Bell, in addition to later candidates such as Belva Lock
wood, Theodore and Franklin Roosevelt, enjoyed having 
names conducive to "rebus" campaign items. In the Ten
nessean's case, the image of a bell was sufficient to spark 

voter recognition. This unique lantern from 1860 was manu
factured of tin and frosted, amber-colored glass. Found many 
years ago in an auction of lighting devices held In Newbury
port, MA, we like to believe II may have been carried in the 

ve,y New York City parade described here! 
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Among the mottoes was "the Sixth Ward the 
Dixie's land of the Democracy." 

Seventh Ward Clubs [Wm. M. Tweed, 
Ward Marshal]. About 800. A noble parade. 
Conspicuous among the emblematic designs 
was a "White House." with the inscription "the 
White House for white men.'' The Seventh 
Ward also exhibited a "big ship" manned with 
sailors. 

Third Di~isio11. 
All the Clubs and Associations of Brook

lyn. About 4.000. Foremost was the National 
Club of Brooklyn - a fom1iclable body of men. 
They, as well as all the Bell & Everen Clubs of 
that city. were anired in red caps and capes. 
Bells jingled from their lanterns. Their banners 
and transparencies were very beautiful. 

Cartmcn's Association. About 250, with 
horses and carts. A stalwart am1y. One of the 
most attractive and amusing transparencies in 
this division was one representing the 
"Almighty Nigger" offering to cany Massa Lin
coln safe to the White House. There was also a 
fully rigged ship. manned. 

Fourth Di1•fa·io11. 
National Union League. A superb show 

of banners and lanterns. Several ladies, 
decked with the national colors. rode in a car
riage. 

Minute Men of New York City ... and all 
the other Union, and Bell and Evcrclt organi
auions in the Metropolis. About 5,000: one of 
the finest displays in the procession. The 
largest transparency represented a "nigger in 
the wood pile." A cart carried men hammering 
on an anvil. and the mono, ··we rivet the 
Union.'' 

Fifth Di~isio11. 
Young Men's Democratic Union Club. 

About 1.000. - Eleventh Ward Independent 
Club. About 800. 

Capt. Brown's Independent Artillery. of 
the 17th Ward. about 150. Substantial men. 
and excited great aclmiraLion. 

Thirteenth Ward Clubs. About 500. A car 
with boys singing "Hail Columbia:· 

Sixth Division. 
Hackmen·s Association - mounted. 

About 100. Real bone and sinew. 
Fourteenth Ward Douglas-Johnson Club. 
Seventeenth Ward Democratic Clubs. 

About 1,200. This ward turned out a pyramid 
of rails on a can. with a negro on top of them. 

Seventh Division. 
Eighteenth Ward Douglas and Johnson 

Club. About 800. Among the emblems was 
"Temple of Libeny;· with the conventional 
goddess inside. two [ndians flanking it, and 
the driver in conti.ncntal costume. 



---------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

Twenty-firs1 ward Minute Men, and other clubs from 1hal ward. 
About 800. A curiosity from this ward was a team bearing hatters in the 
act of manufacturing the latest fashion of castors. 

Nineteenth ward Germans, Douglas and Johnson Club. About 800. 
Looked exceedingly well. 

Westchester and New Rochelle Clubs. About 300. Admirably 
equipped, and ~bowed fine banners. 

In addition to the tens of thousands of torches, innumerable rockets 
and Roman candles and calcium lights lent their illuminating powers to 
the splendid scene. The glare of these countless fires almost turned the 
night LO day. 

It appears from the political sentiments expressed by the 
marchers that New York City in 1860 was not yet the bastion ol 
liberalism it is today. The article, with its attention to detail, 
gives us not only a window into the times, but a "mind's picture" 
of a colorful 19th century political parade. 

The Weekly Journal of Commerce contains 0U1er fascinating anicles 
related to campaign items and organizations. Under the heading "Abe 
Lincoln's Successor", it describes two large, painted campaign banners. 

Ackerman, the painter, has in from of his building in Nassau street, 
a full-length portrait of "Abe's Successor." artistically painted 11po11 can
vas. The individual in colors is a brawny plamatio11 darky in brogans, 
with ope11 shirt and sleeves rolled to rhe elbows. He is dressed wirh 
Republican simplicity. His beamingfeawres evince a consciom pride of 
his efe,,a1ed official position, and a determination to stand by the "great 
moral pn"nciple" during his adminislrarion. Old Abe has retired to pri
vate life behind a screen, in the background, and only his boots are visi
ble. He may be said to be in rhe shade. /11 j10:tapositio11 is another cori
ca111re. represemi1111 social life in the new regime. This is a sable digni
tary i11 magnificem plaids, and plenitude of shin collar. who is prome
nading arm-i11-arm with a comely white lady i11 yellow kids and expensive 
silk. Size has a rare bo11que1, ll'hich is supposed to be symbolic oft/wt pas
sion which is best expressed in the mute language of flowers. The effect 
of the picture is heigh1e11ed by the co111ras1 of color. The whole is pre
sumed ro be allegorical of the aphorism rhat "coming events cast their 
SHADOWS before." 

The newspaper offers some criticism of the Wide Awakes, 
while describing a competing organization down South: 

There is 110 s11rer evidence that we have falle11 upon el'il times, and 
that bitter animosity prevails, 1ha11 is afforded by the conversion of poli1-
ical fac1ions 11110 armed orga11i2<11io11s such as exist in the North under the 
name of "Wide Awakes." and at 1he Sowh. under that of "Minute Men." 
All such armed clubs and organi::atio11s are improper. and much ro be 
deprecmed; for they te,ul to 1•iole11ce. increase party animosity. and if 
carried 0111, would pen,ert the ~ystem of.rnffrage 10 a mere physical con
test. It is useless for rhe Republicans to deny that any military idea emers 
into the org<111izatio11 of the Wide Awakes, for there is every day proof 10 
the co11trmy. Aus and other arms are freque111/_v carried in procession, 
aTLd cavalry companies have beenfomred ... At the So111h. similar orga11i
w1ions exisr under the nmne of "Minwe Men." We append rhe followiTLg 
all11Sions 10 them: 

From lhe Charleston Mercury. 
As tm offset to the ''Wide Awakes" of the Norrh, "Minute Men" are 

orga11i;:i11g in all the principal districts of South Caro/int,. 771eir object is 
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to form an armed body of men. and to join with our fellow citizens. now 
forming i11 this and our sisrer States as "Mi11111e Men." whose duty is ro 
tmn, equip and drill, and be readyfor<my emergency that may arise in the 
perilous position of rlze Southem Stares. /11 Kerhsmv. Abbeville and Rich
land Districts the orga11iwrio11 is already complete, and powerful, embrac
ing the flower of the youth, and led 011 by the most inj111emial citizens. The 
badge adopted is a blue rosette - two and a half inches in diameter, with <1 
military b1111on in its cenrre, to be wom upon the side of the hat. 

From I.he Columbian Sowh Carolinian. 
011 last evening, the orga- ,.....,_.-.,...,,,========"== 

nization of the Minute Men of 
Richmond marched in torch
light procession through the 
principal streers of the city. 
There were about three h1111-
dred i11 ranks, making a very 
imposing and brillia111 display. 
They each wore a red scarf. 
with the letters MM. primed 
011 it. The organization is 
rapidly extending through the 
State and the Sowh. Ir is 
designed as an organization 
for the preservation of the 
interests and insrit111io11s of the 
Sowh and the formation of a 
sowhem Confederacy. 

We have never seen the 
Minute Men scarf, but have 
seen examples of the 
rosette, often referred to as 
a ··Secession Cockade." The 
rosette appears to have 
been issued during the pres
idential campaign of 1860, 
although its description in 
the contemporary press has 
sinister overtones. 

We reprint here a 
"unique" Breckinridge & 
Lane ballot from this news
paper. ln point-of-fact. this 
represents a last-ditch 
effort to form a fusion tick
et to thwart the inevitable 
election of the Black Reput>
lican Lincoln. The 35 New 

DEMOCR!TlC NOlllN!TlONS. • 
!'ar ~ 1J. Bt.atel, 

JOHN C. BBECK11'BIDGE1 
OF K.B~Tl1CJK'£. 

Per Viow'nlident, 

108EPH LANE 1 
OP Oll.EOOY. 

IITATll TICXBT. 
1ta OCIVli:D>S. 
~ aau.w • ., .,...__ 

""' UllllfflWft'....,_W. 
York State electors are an nnuJ• 11 c. lllLlUI. ..- -•· ----amalgam of Bell, Douglas wu.u ... w. waau,.T,..--

and Breckinridge men. The w~~~aa1::o:l~r~. 
scheme likely consisted of a '--'~==·-___:::::..... ________ __, 
plan to elect similar fusion slates nationwide who would caucus 
after the election and decide upon a single candidate to cast their 
votes for. Obviously, nothing ever can1e of It. As previously stat
ed, contemporary newspapers and other primary source material 
not only open a "window into the times" but provide descriptions 
of campaign items and events otherwise lost to history. ~ 
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A Second Rocking Chair, cont. 
solemn reminder during the trial of the conspirators. In 1921, Chicago. Robert Lincoln met her and 
Harry Ford"s widow, Blanche Chapman Ford, petitioned the gov- accompanied her on to Springfield 
emment for return of the chair, claiming it was personal prop- where she would live with her sister, 
erty. It was retrieved by the family and then sold at auction, Elizabeth Todd Edwards. 
where it was purchased by Henry Ford (no relation) and placed The remaining trunks at Bellevue 
in the automaker's museum in Dearborn, Michigan. The chair Is Place were eventually collected by 
still there today, sealed in a glass cabinet and on public display. Robert Lincoln. In his mother's haste, 

Although the Lincoln rocker of Ford's Theatre serves as however, there were several items left 
tribute to that terrible event, another chair exists hinting at the in the room. Her bed and dresser would 
later troubles of the president's widow. After the assassination, be used by others, and years later 
Mary Todd Lincoln began a slow descent with health and emo- these items were donated to the local 
tlonal problems. She wrote letters to her doctor, frequently ask- historical society, where they are now 
ing for chloral hydrate to battle insomnia. She traveled con- on display in a museum. After Dr. Pat-
stantly between cities and lived for a time in Europe, but there terson left in 1887, the home was man-
was a progression of erratic behavior, often with paranoid delu- aged by a private corporation. In 1892 
sions. On May 19, 1875, a Chicago court deemed Mrs. Lincoln Dr. Frederick H. Daniels arrived and 
insane, and she was committed to a mental hospital. served as superintendent and physi-

Bellevue Place was a private sanitarium, located in Batavia, The other Lincoln rocker. clan, positions he held until his death in 
11 linois, in the Fox River Valley. It was originally built as a private (Was Mary off her rocker?) 1928. Three generations of the Daniels 
school, but by 1867 it had been acquired and remodeled by Dr. ---------- family would live and visit there. His 
Richard J. Patterson, a former superintendent of the Ohio, lndi- wile Addie was appointed matron of the home and his sister-ln-
ana, and Iowa state hospitals for the insane. Robert Todd Lincoln law, Lena Stimpson, was director of nursing. 
arranged for his mother to stay on the second floor in two pri- The Daniels have always been a family of collectors. They 
vate rooms, furnished especially for her. The need for her con- acquired many of Mary Lincoln's possessions and furniture (con-
finement became a topic of national debate, and today this con- firmed by Dr. Patterson and others), which had been left behind. 
tinues among both historians and clinicians. Mrs. Lincoln A side table still bears the marks from where it was nailed to the 
arrived at Bellevue Place on May 20, 1875, and though she lived floor, to prevent Mrs. Lincoln from nervously moving it back and 
there for less than four months (released in record time, after forth across her room. A small china doll was given to a grand-
coordinated efforts by friends and Chicago attorneys), she was daughter. Mary Lincoln's rocking chair, walnut and barely 34 
not declared officially sane until a court order the following year. inches tall (she was 5 feet 2 inches herseli), was given first to Flo-

While at Bellevue, Mary Lincoln enjoyed considerable free- rence Daniels (the daughter-in-law) and then in 1960 was inher-
dom. She had a personal attendant and took long walks on the ited by Ted Daniels, the grandson of Dr. Daniels. It bears the orig-
nearby garden paths. She took meals with Dr. and Mrs. Patter- inal patterned fabric and the chair has never been refinished. 
son, enjoyed frequent buggy rides in the surrounding area, and After researching the history of Bellevue Place (and learning his 
saw friends in nearby St. Charles. Robert Lincoln visited his children had little interest in the Lincoln family or the chair), I 
mother every week, but she remained anxious to leave. Finally, acquired it two years ago from Mr. Daniels. He still visits it occa-
on the morning of September 10, 1875, she took three trunks of sionaUy and I always let him sit on it. I'm more careful with 0th-
belongings (leaving eleven trunks behind) and boarded a train to ers, of course. -,=:>--, 

T his small paper ballot, recently ''discovered" In a philately sale, is but one in a series of 
pseudo-ballots of a satirical nature issued in the immediate post~ivil War years. Of the 
three types known, the common denominator is the Listing of Jefferson Davis as candidate 
for Vice-President. The presidential candidates are Salmon Chase, Charles Sumner and 

Horace Greeley. Chase, of course, was a presidential hopeful in 1860 as a Republican and again 
in 1868 as a Democrat - while Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. The chameleon Greeley start
ed his political career as a Whig, became a Republican, then accepted the presidential nomina
tions of the Liberal Republican and Democratic parties in 1872. ln May 1867, he traveled to Rich
mond and posted a bail bond in the amount of $100,000 for ex-President Jefferson Davis, facili
tating his release from confinement and generating a firestorm of controversy. The bond was 
also signed by Gerrit Smith, as well as a representative of Cornelius Vanderbilt and ten Rich
mond businessmen. This ballot may have been issued at that time to cash In on the maelstrom 
of criticism. Or, more likely in our minds, it Is a partisan attack from the election of 1872. Appar
ently, anyone expressing any sympathy for the former Confederate chieftain, no matter what his 
former credentials as a staunch Republican and Unionist, became susceptible to this bit of 
political mud-slinging. It was common practice in the 19th century for partisans to issue and 
distribute fraudulent ballots, either as a means to invalidate votes or to make a political state
ment. Regardless of motivation, quite a fun ephemeral item! 
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LINCOLN'S CHICAGO fuNERAL PROCESSION ON SILK 
Martin C Carlino 

F rom Monday May l, 1865, 5:00pm in 
the evening, through 8:00pm Tues
day May 2nd, nearly 125,000 mourn

ers viewed the remains of President Lin
coln in Chicago's Court House. "A mag
nificent catafalque had been erected in 
the center of the rotunda, directly 
beneath the dome." Chicago's mournful 
tribute compared to New York City's 
obsequies in its pageantry and atten
dance - but subdued with no speeches, 
eulogies or prayers delivered. Referring 
to Lincoln's remains being viewed in 
Chicago, personal friend Isaac Arnold 
mused: "Here every one had personally 
known Mr. Lincoln. Here he had made his 
speeches to courts and juries. Here he 
had often debated with his great rival, 
Douglas, and here he had been nominat
ed for president. Here, from all parts of 
Illinois now thronged his old friends and 
neighbors. Here, as everywhere, mottoes 
expressive of grief of the people were 
everywhere displayed." It had been a 
long journey; over 1,500 miles, obsequies 
in ten cities - and countless mourners 
expressing spontaneous sorrow along 
the route. 

Approximately 8:00pm on Tuesday 
May 2, the Court House doors were 
closed - shutting out throngs that were 
still pouring in. Throughout the evening 
solemn music, both vocal and instrumen
tal, was performed - including "several 
hundred German voices chanting a 
requiem in the rotunda wilh thrilling 
effect." At half-past eight, the room was 
cleared of all accept the Guard of Honor 
and the choir. The coffin was then closed, 
fresh flowers placed upon it, and borne 
upon the shoulders of the Sergeants of 
the Veteran Reserve Corp, down the 
south steps to the funeral car. As the 
remains were transferred to the hearse -
the Light Guard Band performed The Lin
coln Requiem. 

This rare Chicago funeral procession 
program on black silk and inscribed in sil
ver, measuring 6. 75 x 9. 75 with silver 
fringe borders, reads: "Programme of 
Procession to remove the remains of 
PRESIDENT LINCOLN from the Court 
House to the Funeral Train for Spring
field. Chicago May 2d, 1865. The Court 
House will be closed at 8 o'clock, pre-

cisely, and the remains of the late Presi
dent escorted to the Springrield Traln in 
the following order .. ." With over one 
thousand torch-bearers flanked on each 
side of the hearse, the immense proces
sion of thirty thousand commenced. The 
bottom of the funeral procession silk 
states: "The cortege will be escorted by 
torch - bearers who will march paraUel 

Trumbull, Hon. F.C. Sherman and Hon. 
John Wentworth - each of whom 
marched alongside the hearse. In addi
tion, Chicago's "Common Council" acted 
as pall bearers. Capt. James McComly led 
the "Military Escort Guard of Honor from 
Washington DC on foot." "Relatives and 
Friends" (their names were omitted in 
procession program) followed the mlli
tary escort in two carriages. These 
included: Rev. Phineas D. Gurley (who 
gave the first funeral sermon in the East 
Room of the White House on Wednesday 
April 19th); Lincoln's brothers-in-law Nin
ian W. Edwards and C.M. Smith: and 
Supreme Court Justice David Davis. Next 

" in lhe procession was the "Guard of 
Honor in carriages" which consisted of 
general officers or all services appointed 
by the Secretary of War to accompany 
the remains from Washington to Spring
field. The dignitaries in U1ese included: 
Major General David Hunter (who never 

-, ,.; made it to Springfield being recalled to 
_ Washington to oversee the miUtary trial 
~ ~ of the assassination conspirators); Rear 
-~ Admiral Davis and Brig. General Howe. 
->l The Dlinois Delegation followed and was 
~~ led by Governor R .. I. Oglesby. The final 

with it and three feet from the side walk. 
Anyone who can procure a torch in addi
tion to those furnished are requested to 
do so and report on LaSalle, between 
Randolph and Lake, at 7:00 PM by order 
of R.M. Hough." 

The procession order is also 
detailed: The Light Guard "Band" led the 
funeral procession, followed by "Chief 
Marshal" R.M. Hough who was also 
responsible for controUlng the throngs of 
spectators. "Assistant Marshals" under 
the direction of Col. J.L. Hancock; "Mar
shals" led by C.L.Wilson and "Aids" by 
Major L.D. Hubbard. Directly in tront of 
the hearse, rode "Major General Joseph 
Hooker and staff." Hooker was also a 
member of the Honor Guard. Twelve of 
Llncoln's Chicago friends acted as pall 
bearers (their names omitted from the 
procession program). Those holding this 
significant honor included: Hon. Lyman 
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"' group listed on the procession silk was 
the "Congressional Committee" which 
included Speaker of the House Schuyler 
Colfax and Representatives from each 
state in the Union. 

Several groups, chronicled in a peri
od news report of the procession, were 
omitted from this silk, including: the 
Eighth Veteran Reserve Corps consisting of 
four hundred men, Fifteenth Regiment Vet
eran Reserve Corps with four hundred 
men, representatives of the press, 
Ellsworth Zouaues, ten thousand school 
children, and Committee of one hundred 
who were appointed by Chicago's City 
Council. The remainder of the procession 
line was composed of "five grand divi
sions representing every known society 
and organization in the country." 

At 9:30 pm on Tuesday May 2, 1865, 
as the bells of the city tolled, and solemn 
music heard; "the vast multitude stood in 
profound silence" - as the remains of 
President Lincoln departed from Chicago 
for its final destination. 

We have been unable to source 
another example of this silk Chicago 
funeral procession program. ~ 



N ormally, we would wait until the conclusion of an auction lo report on an ltem. And, we would 
never allocate much space to something such as this - save for a tongue-in-cheek reference. 
But... this one begs coverage, even if we don't wait for the sale (four weeks from this being 

written). National press has detailed the "discovery" of this arnbrotype at Nest-Egg Auctions of 
Meriden, CT. (J./e encourage you to visit their website - you wlU be rewarded with a show worthy 
of that other famous Connecticut resident, P. T. Barnum!) The auctioneer/owner of the house is 
one "Colonel" Carl Brechlin. When we contacted Nest-Egg, we learned that he had not, in fact, 
served in the Armed Forces: "the title of Colonel is an honorary one held by auctioneers." Yeah ... 
perhaps back in the 19th century! The Colonel enlisted the aid of his son, a talented website 
designer, to market the piece: "An extremely rare photograph featuring President Abraham Lin
coln and his wife, Mary Todd Lincoln ... The pre-Civil War ambrotype, which came from a collector, 
was created with a photographic process that was used in the early 1850s, experts said. The photo 

can be traced back to the home of Union Civil War Gen. Joshua Chamberlain." According to the auction house, "it is the only known 
photograph of Lincoln and his wife together. A third figure in the picture Is represented as Elizabeth Todd Edwards, Mary Todd Lin
coln's sister. Jt is expected to generate interest from collectors, scholars and institutions. The seller is reserving the right to reject any 
bids below $100,000." They further comment "we are excited and pleased to have this opportunity to offer such a rare piece of Amer
ican History. It is especially exciting considering the completely informal nature of the photo and what can be learned about Lincoln, 
his wife and sister-in-law from a study of it. We are certain that scholars will be using it for years to come to expand their knowledge 
ol one of our greatest presidents. The one-of--a-kind image, which was made with a photographic process in use in the early 1850s, 
shows Mr. Lincoln standing and wearing his trademark stove pipe hat. Mrs. Lincoln and her sister are seated in front. Although the 
upper part of Mr. Lincoln's head and part of his eyes are in shadow facial recognition experts have used a variety of forensic techniques 
and computerized analysis to verify the identity of the people in the picture. A detailed anthropomorphic analysis compared the facial 
features of Mr. Lincoln in 15 known photographs and discovered at least 8 points that matched. And there are other clues as well ... 
The most striking similarity to Abraham Lincoln in this arnbrotype photograph is the left hand shown draped down. IL is a known fact 
that Abraham Lincoln suffered from Marian's Syndrome. In close examination of this hand, is that of a person suffering from this ail
ment." The photo was supposedly obtained irom Rosamond Allen, the granddaughter of Civil War Gen. Joshua Chamberlain, when the 
family home in Brunswick, ME was sold in 1939. Now ... The Rail Splitter ran a photo of this gem a couple of years ago after the owner 
contacted us to lend support to his attribution. And, upon review of past journals, It turns out we pictured it back in l.afil! as being on 
Ebay! At that time, no one thought enough to bid the minimum of $1,500. There are two ways to look at this: in absolute awe of the 
genius of these small, regional auctioneers to garner national media attention with an absolutely spurious item; or, concern for the fact 
that the legitimate efforts of earnest, thoughtful collectors are diminished by all the nonsense! You tell us. 

www.HCAAUCTICNS.COM 

LINCOLN SIGNED COPY OF THE THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT 

MARCH 30TH, 2006 WORLD RECORD $1 1 665,000 

STONE COPY OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

MARCH 22ND, 2007 WORLD RECORD $477,650 
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1 6B7 WEST BUCK HILL ROAO BURLINGTON NC 2721 S 

8 



"THE 

LINCOLNPHILE" 
Robert C. Williams. Horace 
Greeley: Champion of Ameri
can Freedom. New York Univer
sity Press, 2006. 411 p., $34.95. 

Robert C. Williams has taught modern 
history at Williams College, Washing
ton University in St. Louis and David

son College. He is co-founder of History 
Associates Incorporated and Vail Profes
sor of History Emeritus at Davidson Col
lege and Lecturer in History at Bates Col
lege. His previous books include Klaus 
Fuchs: Atom Spy, Russian Art and Ameri
can Money: 1900-1940 and The American 
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tyranny, but American slavery." 
This theme is elaborated upon in 

this brief excerpt: "By distinguishing the 
words liberty and freedom, [Noah] Web
ster helped define a crucial distinction 
between liberty under the law, where 
slaves were property, and freedom under 
the moral law, where slavery was abol-
ished. In the 1870 edition of his dictio
nary, he made the distinction even more 
clear: 'Liberty has reference to previous 
restraint, freedom to the simple, sponta
neous exercise of his powers. A slave is 
set at liberty; his master had always been 
in a state of freedom.' Soon enough, the 
abolitionists would shift their rhetoric 
from the classical liberty guaranteed 
under the Constitution to the freedom 
and equal rights expressed in the Decla
ration of Independence." 

Atom: A Documentary History of 
Nuclear Energy. The dust jacket 
inside flap comments: "In the 
first comprehensive biography 
of Greeley to be published in 
nearly half a century, Robert C. 
Williams captures Greeley from 
all sides: editor, reformer, polit
ical candidate, gadfly, and 
trans-Atlantic public intellectu
al; examining headlining news 
issues of the day, including 
slavery, westward expansion, 

The events of Greeley's life 
- his pronouncements, writings 
and business ventures - are all 
seen within the context of this 
belief in freedom and civil 
rights. Greeley shared many 
characteristks with Lincoln. 
Both were basically self-taught; 
devoted followers of Henry 
Clay; opposed to the extension 
of slavery; loyal Whigs who 
became Republicans; both felt 

•-.la,11,jlalliiM that the ideals of the Declara
tion of Independence, allowing each man 
to rise to his potential through hard work 
and honesty, though unrealized in prac
tice, were lofty goals worth striving for. 

European revolutions, the Civil War, the 
demise of the Whig and the birth of the 
Republican parties, and transcendental
ism." 

Why a professor of modern history 
should undertake such a project is 
explained in the book's acknowledg
ments: "I came to Horace Greeley lrom 
the outside, not the inside. I had no inten
tion of writing his biography. Rather, I 
was engaged in a study of the shifting 
meanings of the words liberty and free
dom in trans-Atlantic political discourse 
in the nineteenth century. This included 
a wide variety of research and reading 
into some major figures of the time - Mar
garet Fuller... Henry David Thoreau, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, William Lloyd Gar
rison ... Karl Marx ... Elizabeth Cady Stan
ton ... Abraham Lincoln ... I soon began to 
realize that virtually all roads led them to 
Greeley. He and bis newspaper ... were a 
kind of international switchboard for a 
trans-Atlantic conversation about liberty 
and freedom at a time when the main 
issue of the day was no longer British 

Despite his political ambitions, Gree
ley never won any elective office. His pre
dictions of coming events were usually 
faulty, although that never stopped him 
from expressing himself. He often came 
out on the wrong side of public issues. He 
supported Stephen Douglas in 1858 
against Lincoln (later defending his 
actions as a political calculus to divide 
the Democrats), supported Edward Bates 
at the 1860 Wigwam Convention (switch
ing his support to Lincoln when it 
appeared the momentum was shifting), 
initially was in favor of letting the South
ern states peacefully depart the Union, 
irresponsibly urged military action at the 
start of the conflict when Union troops 
were ill-prepared, tried to thwart Lin
coln's renomination in 1864, and even 
wrote an anti-Lincoln editorial on. of all 
days, April 14, 1865 (11e was incensed 
when his managing editor refused to run 
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it in the aftermath of the assassination). 
Although his honesty and sympathies 
towards workers and minority groups 
was generally admired, he still generated 
a great deal of criticism during his long 
career. President Johnson called him a 
"sublime child" while others considered 
him asinine, "cracked", an uncultured 
boor, or worse. In his numerous public 
exchanges with Lincoln during the War, 
the President consistently came out on 
top. Greeley's support of the Llncoln 
Administration was, like Greeley himself, 
totally erratic, and would change from 
one day to the other. depending on cir
cumstance. 

There is a great deal of discussion in 
the book of the political revolutions and 
liberation movements in Europe that 
took place in 1830 and 1848. Many of the 
players of these movements either found 
their way to America or became corre
spondents for the Tribune. Indigenous 
movements are also described, such as 
utopian communities, Fourierism, associ
ationism, spiritualism, temperance, West
ern expansionism, abolitionism, women's 
rights, etc. In many of his interactions 
with these groups, Greeley proved a star
ry-eyed idealist whose expectations, 
from today's perspective, seem patheti
cally unreal. Yet, some of his tenets were 
practical, reflecting a basic understand
ing of human nature. In some respects, he 
was ahead-o(-his-time in his advocacy of 
universal human rights. In other 
respects, he was totally unrealistic or 
unable to escape the confines of 19th
century conservative conventions. He 
fell that Blacks were Intrinsically lazy and 
needed to be looked after. He thought 
that Southerners. if treated with respect 
and good will, could be trusted to uphold 
the voting rights recently granted to 
freedmen. He did not feel women should 
be allowed to vote, even though he con
ceded their appeal for equal rights was 
sound. This fence-straddling prompted 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton to comment that 
she preferred Beelzebub to Greeley to be 
elected president in 1872. 

What remains, after all the tedious 
and tangential discussions of liberty vs. 
freedom vis-a-vis 19th century political 
thought and movements, is an interesting 
portrait of Greeley. This is primarily 
accomplished through quotations 
gleaned through primary source materi
al. In that respect, the book provides a 

continued next page 
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service to those wishing to understand 
this eccentric, yet influential 19th centu
ry American. Although there is some 
effort to puff up Greeley (falsely claiming 
he was instrumental in the election of 
Harrison in 1840 and the nomination of 
Lincoln in 1860), it doesn't appear that an 
effort has been made to display only his 
good side. Greeley's comments and 
actions, balanced with reactions to Gree
ley by his contemporaries, accurately 
reflect the man. The reader is left to draw 
his own conclusions. 

Still, on the whole, we cannot recom
mend this work. The style of writing is 
rather Irritating, often composed of brief, 
declarative sentences. An excerpt will 
illustrate: "Greeley shared Carey's enthu
siasm for free labor in a free society as a 
key to republican prosperity. Manual 
labor, Greeley wrote, was a 'blessing and 
a dignity.' Hard work was a virtue. Labor 
was the rational and natural way for soci
ety to improve itself. Labor was part of 
God's design for man on earth. Common 
sense, reason, and Christianity all placed 
a high value on human labor. The 'right to 
labor' was a precious right..." 

The author also repeats himself 
throughout the work, the offending 
words or quotes often coming in close 
proximity to one another. Finally, as illus
tration that authors should stay in their 
own bailiwick or area of expertise, we 
recite a plethora of misinformation: "[in 
1856) The Whigs complicated things in 
November by holding their last party 
convention in Baltimore and nominating 
Millard Fillmore for president; ultimately 
[Greeley's] support in 1860 would guar
antee Lincoln's nomination and assist his 
election; the [Republican] platform (in 
1860] supported the abolition of slavery: 
The Democrats had met in April in 
Charleston, South Carolina, nominated 
Stephen A. Douglas for president; 
[regarding First Bull Run] The press 
quickly blamed Greeley and the Tribune 
for egging on the unprepared troops of 
Union General George McClellan to a 
humiliating defeat." And, we've left out 
various dubious assertions. Getting the 
facts right~ important! Guess we'll have 
to wait another 50 years for a really good 
biography of Greeley. 

glas, Davis, Webster, Fillmore, and others, 
Leonard L Richards. The as well as the fiery California political 
California Gold Rush and the battles, feuds, and duels (and perhaps 
Coming of the Civil War. Knopf, outright murders) as the state came 
New York, 2007. 304p., $25. shockingly close to being divided in two." 

The narrative is "framed" by the 

Leonard L. Richards is a professor of story of the fatal duel (or assassination, 
history at the University of Massa- depending on your outlook) between 
chusetts. He has written five books: Judge David Terry and Senator David 

Gentlemen of Property and Standing: Anti- Broderick. The book is not so much an 
abolition Mobs in Jacksonian America; exposition of the causes leading up to the 
The life and Times of Congressman John Civil War, but a lively canvas of the color-
Quincy Adams; The Slave Power: The Free ful characters that populated California 
North and Southern Domination 1780- in those days. The discovery of gold in 
1860; The Advent of American Democracy California attracted a multitude of lor-
1815-1848; Shay's Rebeflion: The Ameri- tune seekers, many of whom migrated 
can Revolution's Final Battle and co- from the South. Many of these individuals 
authored a sixth work, The American were disinclined to perform the back-
Record. He grew up in California, wenl to breaking work involved in placer mining, 
college there and taught at San Francisco but set up law practices or entered poll-
State College. His grandfather was a hard- tics. Broderick headed a large Irish con-
rock miner. This probably explains his tingent, steeped in the rough-and-tumble 
interest in the Gold Rush and antebellum ways of Tammany Hall and the notorious 
California history. Five Points neighborhood. In the ensuing 

The press release summarizes his battle for power and money, he was 
newest work concisely: "It has always opposed by the Southern Democrats 
been understood that the 1848 discovery known as "Chivs" (as in chivalry). The 
of gold in the foothills of the Sierra Neva- setting and players: lawless mining 
cla influenced the battle over the admis- camps, brothels, vigilantes, filibustering 
sion of California to the adventurers and would-be 
Union. But now, in this revela- ~-------~ dictators. Their choice of 

torystudy,award-winninghis- q 1~, ~-g ,. weapons: vituperative cam-
torian Leonard L. Richards paign speeches, Bowie 
makes clear lhe links between knives, dueling pistols, back 
the Gold Rush and many of room political deals and occa-
the regional crises in the lead- C. A 1 1 ro RN I A sional betrayal. 
up to the Civil War. Richards CO L D R US I I This fairly brief work is 
explains how southerners C I y I L WA R well-written and historically 
envisioned California as a new accurate. It is certainly a 
market tor slaves, saw them- must-read for anyone inter-
selves importing their own . ~ ested in California history. 
slaves to dig for gold, 1 Many of the key players of the 
schemed to tie California to \ Lincoln era are discussed 
the South with a southern- (Buchanan, Jeff Davis, Henry 
routed transcontinental rail- Wise, Stephen Douglas, John 
road, and imagined splitting off the 
southern hall as a separate slave state. 
We see how the Gold Rush influenced the 
squabbling over the Gadsden Purchase, 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the repeal of 
the Missouri Compromise, and various 
attempts to take Cuba and Nicaragua. We 
meet David Broderick, a renegade New 
York Democrat who became a force in 
San Francisco politics in 1849, and his 
arch rival, William Gwin, a major Missis
sippi slave holder and politician. 
Richards recounts the Washington bat
tles involving Taylor, Clay, Calhoun, Dou-

Quitman, William Tecumseh Sherman, 
etc.) A great deal of the material is new to 
us, such as the plot to capture Sonora, 
lhe effort (spearheaded by Andre Pico of 
"Pico Boulevard" fame) to make Southern 
California into the "Territory of Col
orado") and the several pathetic 
attempts to capture Cuba from the Span
ish (wonder if JFK ever read about it? 
Those that don't know history are 
doomed to repeat ltO Many of the char
acters portrayed are of the larger-than
life type. When intimidation didn't work, 
physical violence and duels were the 
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next resort. The author provides a win
dow into the politics of the time which 
makes current politics tame by compari
son. We get a good feel for the attitude of 
Southern partisans prior to the Civil War, 
as evidenced by their letters and speech
es which left no room for accommoda
tion. Many opposed the Compromise of 
1850, and Calhoun came up with his own 
solution; namely, dual presidencies and a 
constitutional amendment guaranteeing 
an equal balance of slave and free states. 
We are given insight into why Stephen 
Douglas advocated the Kansas-Nebraska 
Act - his intense lobbying efforts are 
fully examined. It is really a fascinating 
look into the politics of the era. The work 
also includes several dramatic elements 
of irony, such as the fate of Judge Terry 
and the curse associated with all those 
who possessed the "Scarlet Letter." 

All in all, this is a fun book and a 
good read. You will be entertained and 
learn some things in U1e bargain! 

+++ 
Debby Applegate. The 
Most Famous Man in America: 
The Biography of Henry Ward 
Beecher. Doubleday, New York, 
2006. 527p., $27.95. 

When students of American history 
think of Henry Ward Beecher, If they 
boU1er to think of him at all, they 

may recall that he was pastor of Ply
mouth Church in Brooklyn (which was 
the original venue for Lincoln's Cooper 
Union Address), brother of Harriet 
Beecher Stowe (author of Uncle Tom's 
Cabin) and embroiled in a nasty adultery 
scandal involving Theodore and Eliza
beth Tilton. The abundance of CDVs of 
this trio still in existence is an indication 
of his affect on American popular culture. 
He was the Jim Baker of his time. The 
North American Review opined "The 
Beecher family almost constitutes a 
genus by themselves" while a Boston 
writer declared "The human race is divid
ed into the Good, the Bad, and the Beech-
ers." 

Debby Applegate is a summa cum 
laude graduate of Amherst College (not 
coincidentally the alma mater of Beech
er) with a Ph.D. in American studies from 
Yale. She has written articles for the Jour
nal of American History and the New York 

Times and has taught at Yale and Wes
leyan universities. She obviously has a 
fascination with Beecher as he was the 
subject of her doctoral thesis. This is her 
lirst book - the product of seven years' 
research and labor. 

Naturally, there is a lot more to 
Beecher than is generally known. His 
father, Lyman Beecher, was a highly
regarded Congregationalist minister in 
the Calvinist mold from Litchfield, CT. His 
youngest sister, Harriet, was credited by 
President Lincoln as "the little woman 
who started this war: He was active In 
the women's suffrage movement, as welt 
as the abolition cause, sending rifles 
("Beecher's Bibles") to free soil settlers 
in Kansas and raising money to purchase 
slaves out of bondage. He was a man of 
contradictions, supporting Republican 
candidates Fremont, Lincoln and Grant, 
but changing allegiances for Horace Gree
ley and Grover Cleveland. He was a reli
gious innovator and iconoclast, a key 
player la the Great Religious Revivals of 
the 19th century. He abandoned many of 
llie ideas of his father's generation, such 
as predestination, original sin, a vengeful 
God, and hell. He found it hard to make a 
clean break with the past and 
often tempered his pronounce
ments based on what he per
ceived as the limits and level of 
popular acceptance. 

The author begins the 
book with a description of 
Beecher's visit and benediction 
at llie raising of the American 
flag at Fort Sumter on February 
14, 1865. Supposedly, President 
Lincoln personally choose 
Beecher to perform this duty in 
recognition for the role he 
played in steadfastly sustaining the 
Union cause both at home and abroad. In 
some ways, this event symbolizes the 
high point of Beecher's career. Beyond 
that, I am not sure why it was chosen to 
lead off the work. My choice would have 
been the scene of Beecher when he suf
fers a debilitating, eventually fatal stroke 
at his ornate Victorian mansion, Bosco
bel, in Peekskill. One cannot help think
ing of Charles Foster Kane In his Xanadu 
bedroom. In Beecher's case, he failed to 
utter some enigmatic shibboleth. Still, 
llie similarities beg comparison. Both 
were wildly popular figures who, despite 
great Influence, were basically insecure, 
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seeking public adulation and love from 
whatever sources where to be had. 

Beecher crossed paths with such 
authors as Herman Melville (whose book, 
The Confidence Man, was a thinly-veiled 
critique of Beecher), Ralph Waldo Emer
son, Mark Twain and Walt Whitman. 
Twain was disdainful of the religious, selJ
righteous snobs who regularly attended 
Beecher's services. He ridiculed them in 
his first novel, Innocents Abroad, which 
became a bestseller. Beecher gave gener
ous advice to the fledgling author who 
negotiated an advantageous deal with his 
publisher. Still, Twain couldn't help see
ing humor and irony in this public figure. 
He wrote: "Mr. Beecher is a remarkably 
handsome man when he is In the full tide 
of sermonizing, his face lit up with ani
mation. But he is homely as a singed cat 
when he isn't doing anything." 

The book reads well and is obviously 
based on extensive research, including 
personal visits with various descendants 
of the main characters. Interesting as it 
is, it is rather long, perhaps reflecting 
Beecher's extensive time in the limelight. 
Although Beecher and Lincoln crossed 
paths, there is not much substance con

cerning Lincoln and the Civil 
War period, being ancillary to 
the main narrative. The author 
does engage in one confusing 
style of writing. It consists of 
writing a long quotation end
ing with "so-and-so said." With 
multiple characters "in play", 
the reader is at a temporary 
loss to realize who are referred 
to in the pronouns within the 
quote. It would be much clear
er ii she started out by saying 
"Beecher saJd .. ." or "Elizabeth 

said .. .", etc. There are also some errors of 
fact, mostly of a minor nature. These 
include: "Before the first national Repub
lican convention in February 1856" 
(which she later corrects to June 17-19, 
1856), "Robert Bonner, whose weekly 
family paper, the New York Ledger, was 
the least political and most read maga
zine in the country" (what about Harper's 
Weekly and, if the New York ledger was so 
popular, how come we never see a copy 
offered for sale anywhere?), the Cooper 
Union address was published as "a cam
paign pamphlet, Illustrated by Mathew 
Brady's photo" (not!) and "Taking the 
name 'National Democrats', (in 1860] 

continued next page 
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they nominated a former vice-president, John C. Breckinridge of Kentucky, as the secessionist candidate." They were the Southern 
Democrats, Breckinridge was the current Vice-President and he certa.inly did not consider or represent himself as the secessionist can
didate. Some Southerners may have secretly hoped for Lincoln's election to precipitate a crisis, but the scheme of the Southern Democ
rats was to force the contest to the House of Representatives and thereby gain election. 

The author does not engage in hero worship, but utilizes straightforward expository writing. Beecher's statements are sometimes 
inspired. They are occasionally self-deceiving or bald-faced lies. They can also be foolish, contradictory, illogical or unseemly. Still, 
they serve to illuminate the man and the hold he had in the popular conscience of mid-19th century America. He was an idealist who 
tried to mold reality to his views. The disconnect between the two comprises the dramatic conflict of his life. 

While many may still think of Beecher in context with the scandals of his later life, 1 always conjure up one image - that of the 
Marx Brothers in "Horse Feathers" when Chico arrives at a train station and seys "Mr. Beecher, we're here to meetcha." lf someone had 
tried that on Reverend Henry Ward Beecher, he likely would have enjoyed the joke, just as he enjoyed life. ~ ~~ 

C 
hristie's sold a phenomenal John opted to sell their one relic of that fateful extraordinary 21-page manuscript, con-
Wilkes Booth manuscript in June. In history. (Edwin Booth's bedroom tainlng more than 5,000 words, is by a 
fact, few would question it repre- upstairs, now closed to the public considerable margin the longest known 
sen ts the single most important remains furnished in exactly the same writing of the future assassin. It remained 

missive ever written by the assassin... state found when the great actor "passed unpublished until the 1990s. The manu-
arguably, his manifesto. The property this mortal plain.") script constitutes "the earliest, the most 
belonged to the Hampden-Booth Theatre Selling to a Florida autograph dealer dramatic, and one of the most revealing 
Library, a non-profit organization housed acting as an agent for a collector of assas- of the handful of political testaments that 
within the Player's Club, Edwin Booth's sination material, the lot realized 
home. The sale represents what happens $312,000. We quote the catalog ____ .... -, 
when competing interests draw from the description at length: 
same well of funds and there is no impar- BOOTH, John Wilkes (1838-
tial oversight. The Player's is a private 1865). Autograph manuscript, a first 
club founded in 1888 by Edwin and sev- draft of his Secession Crisis speech 
eral friends: actors as well as leading cit- on the break-up of the Union and the 
izens from other fields. The J.W. Booth threat of Civil War, with deletions, 
document, however, was sold ("with the additions and interlinear insertions 
authorization of the Library's Board of by the author, [Philadelphia, between 
Trustees") by what is, theoretically, a 22 and 27 December 1860]. 21 pages. A 
completely separate non-profit entity. cover sheet with autograph note of 
The historic problem at Player's has been Edwin Booth. The speech penned in 
the use of monies from the Library by the dark ink on lined notepaper, part of the 
Club. The siphoning of funds, apparently, original string with which the sheets 
dates back to the tenure of club presi- were bow1d still present. Cover sheet: 
dent Jose Ferrer. (fhe actor Timothy Hut- Blank but for a poignant penciled note 
Lon is the current President.) These "mis- of Edwin Booth, the assassin's brother: 
appropriations," in fact, came under '771is was found long after his dealh, 

--------------, among some old playbooks, & 
clothes. kept by John Wilkes Booth in 
my house. " For years after the Lin-

ff,- f --I c... /..: ;.,.,,1,,. 
\.JM lC'..,,_.....,.'--~i---'~ 

• /\ ✓ coln assassination and the death of 
.. 1,, _ t.,L,, ~ /. .~~ h.is brother, Edwin Booth never men-

L r -... '? tioned his brother in public. Rhode-
hamel and Taper, editors of Booth's 
writings, conjecture that Edwin may 
have preserved this relic "for the 

Note written by Edwin Booth on cover sheet to his brother's judgment of a future that he must 
manifesto. have realized would always be fasci

nated by his brother's crime." John 

review by the State's Attorney General. In 
any event, the Booth document detailed 
below was exhibited, until this year, in 
the Library. Given their desperate need 
for operating [unds and the primary 
focus on theatrical Americana, they 

Wilkes Booth (1838-65), scion of a dis
tinguished thespian family, is infamous as 
the first assassin of an American presi
dent, a fanatical Confederate sympathiz
er and agent who personally murdered 
President Abraham Lincoln at Ford's The
atre in Washington on 14 Aprll 1865. This 
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of slavery's expansion, secession and 
states' rights. The election of Abraham 
Lincoln in November 1860 convinced 
many in the slave-holding states-and 
Booth himsell-that coercive national 
anti-slavery legislation would inevitably 
follow. Booth's address, written in a state 
of high emotion and full of Shakespeare
an dramatic flourishes, was penned at a 
critical juncture: on December 20, the 
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South Carolina legislature had pro
claimed its secession from the Union, 
revoking its ratification to the U.S. Con
stitution. Then, the next day, a last-ditch 
compromise on slavery proposed by 
Kentucky Senator John Crittenden was 
voted down in Congress. Opening the 
Pandora's Box of secession, Booth real
ized, would signal the dissolution of the 
Union. (His fears were well grounded, for 
by the time Lincoln was inaugurated, a 
Lota! of seven states had voted to 
secede). If the North took the path of 
coercion, Booth predicted, the Inevitable 
result would be a "fierce Civil War." Here 
Booth bitterly laments the break-up of 
the Union forged by the patriots of 1776, 
flares into righteous anger at the thought 
that the abolitionists would risk the 
Union to uphold a moral position, and 
endorses the South's right to defend its 
sovereignty. From this speech it is clear 
that both Lincoln and Booth deplored, In 
similar terms, the break-up of the Union 
forged by the patriots and founding 
fathers that they honored. In his first 
inaugural address-three months later
Lincoln lamented secession's "destruc
tion of our national fabric" and memo
rably evoked "the mystic chords of mem
ory" linking "every battlefield and patriot 
grave" to "every living heart." Here, 
Booth also speaks reverently of the noble 
sacrifices of the Revolutionary War patri
ots, and asks, rhetorically: 

"Is our liberty less dear to us than it 
was to our fathers of '76?. .. 171ink of the 
peaceful dead. .. Think of the lives nobly 
lost in rearing aloft this great temple of lib
erty. 171ink of all the blood spilled to 
cement the work ... the actions of our 
fathers ... who even died to secure to us 
(their sons) this glorious heritage of free
dom .... Do you think my brothers that the 
spirit of those peaceful dead will smile 
upon us when this union is destroyed. No, 
No, this union must and sha{( be pre
served." 

The political conflagration about to 
consume the nation, Booth asserts, "is a 
fire lighted and fanned by Northern fanati
cism. A fire which naught but blood and 
justice can extinguish. I tell you the Aboli
tion dochine is the fire which if allowed to 
rage, will consume the house and crush us 
all beneath its ruins. Shall we my brothers 
be destroyed on account of these Abolition 
leaders (it is the leaders not lhe mass)." 
Born in the border state of Maryland and 

having lived in Richmond and drilled 
with the elite militia, the University 
Grays, Booth naturally absorbed deeply 
and unquestioningly the pervasive and at 
times vitriolic, pro-slavery, states' rights 
dogma. That militant ideology came to 
saturate the southern papers and to ani
mate politicians, Congressmen, the cler
gy and the general populace. Booth's sis
ter, Asia Booth Clarke, marveled at her 
brother's passionate identification with 
the South, and concluded on balance, 
years after the assassination, that her 
brother "was what he had been since 
childhood, an ardent lover of the South 
and her policy, an upholder of Southern 
prlnciples ... a man so single in his devo
tion, so unswerving in his principles, that 
he would yield everything for the cause 
he espoused" (Asia Booth Clarke, The 
Unlocked Book, p.115). 

Booth, like Americans on both sides 
of the sectional crisis, deeply revered the 
sacrifices and achievements of the Amer
ican patriots of the Revolution, and 
regarded the severing of the bonds of 
union with unmitigated horror. Edwin 
Booth himself recalled that the volatile 
John Wilkes was regarded, in the lam.Uy, 
as "a goodhearted, harmless, though 
wild-brained boy," and remembered that 
the family "used to laugh at his patriotic 
froth whenever secession was discussed. 
That he was insane on this one point, no 
one who knew him can well doubt..." 
(Edwina Booth Grossman, ed. Edwin 
Booth: Recollections by His Daughter, 
p.227-s). In his draft, Booth expresses 
anguish and despair over South Caroli
na's recent act of secession. He warns of 
its ominous implications, especially if an 
attempt is made by the North to force her 
back into the Union. If that were to hap
pen, he vows, it will be the catalyst for 
the formation of "one great Confedera
tion" of Southern, slave-holding states. 

"Gentlemen, I am no alarmist ... Many 
laugh at the secession of South Carolina, 
thinking that she will come back or that if 
she stays out, we will never miss her. It is 
sheer folly to reason so. And then again. 
there are many who are for instant coer
cion. That is madness. The first attempt at 
force would be the cue for every Southern 
state to aid her. [/Jt would speedily link 
together the southern states in one vast 
confederation." 

The most promising solution, Booth 
avows, would have been the recently 

defeated proposed compromise: Senator 
John J. Crittenden's proposal to resolve 
the crisis by a Constitutional amend
ment. But that last-minute compromise, 
Booth notes with disgust, had been voted 
down by a committee of Congress (on 21 
December 1860): 

"Yet she {South Carolina} must be 
brought back and it must be done by com
promise ... Mr Crittenden's compromise that 
could have saved us has been laid upon 
the table, to be rejected by whom? Why, by 
Northern men. Gentlemen, I don't believe 
that any of us are represented h·u/y in 
Washington. For if that compromise was 
put to the vote of the people ii would be 
carried by an overwhelming majority. The 
men there {in Congress/ are abolitionists 
and are determined to gain their end 
regardless of the consequences! South Car
olina is not lost yet. When she is the whole 
South is lost with her." 

Anguishing that other Southern 
states will inevitably follow the lead of 
South Carolina, he evokes the memory of 
the two great architects of compromise, 
Henry Clay and Daniel Webster: "The 
South is leaving us [the Union}. 0, would 
to God that Clay & Webster could hear 
those words. Weep, fellow countrymen, for 
the brightest half of our stars upon the 
nation's bonner have grown dim." 

At the core of the political creed so 
boldly stated in this manuscript are 
Booth's attitudes towards slavery. "Booth 
had been born into a world in which slav
ery was part of the accepted order of 
things," note Rhodehamel and Taper. He 
clearly "shared the conviction that blacks 
were an inferior people, incapable of liv
ing in freedom alongside whites" (Writ• 
ings, p. 7). In one passage, for example. 
Booth reiterates the familiar argument 
that slavery as practiced in the American 
South is essentially a benign, even 
humane institution: 

" ... What has been the cause of all this? 
Why nothing but the constant agitation of 
the slavery question. Much, too much has 
been said upon that subject .... First, I know 
that the South has a right according to the 
Constitution to keep and hold them 
[slaves/. And we have no right under that 
Constitution to interfere with hers .... And 
instead of looking upon slavery as a sin ... / 
hold it to be a happiness for themselves 
[the slaves] and a social & political bless
ing for us ... .! have been through the whole 
South and have marked the happiness of 

continued page 22 
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In The Market~lace 
I n their final auction after 20 years in the 

business, Great Gatsby's in Atlanta 
offered this American bronze by Anthony 

de Francisci (1887-1964 ), an Italian-Ameri
can sculptor who designed a number of 
American coins and medals. His most 
famous design was the Peace Dollar, 
which was first minted in 1921. This 
handsome casting, aptly titled President 
Abraham Lincoln, 16" tall, sold for $2,200. 

The "classic" uni
face jugate of Lin
coln & Hamlin sold 
for $2,300 an eBay. 

P otamack Ca. Auc
tions of Alexandria, 
VA, sold this 

unsigned terracotta bust 
in April for $1,750. With
out any attribution or 
price-history, quite a 
strong hammer price for 
a work that most likely 
dates to the first half of 
the 20th century. 

hannon's Fine Art Auctioneers of Milford, 
CT April auction included the classic 
George Edwin Bissell (1830-1920) 

bronze bust of Lincoln. GEORGE EDWIN BIS
SELL American (1839-1920) A typical 
example with a brown patina, 16 1/2' 
tall, signed "Geo. E. Bissell, SC" on the 
reverse and inscribed 'copyrighted, 
Gorham Co. Founders 046', estimated at 
$3-5,000, the item said for $14,400 including 
buyer's premium. 

J ames Julia of Fairfield, ME had a 
fine arts sale in May that includ
ed a couple of Rogers groups. 

Many of these sculptural works have ~~~~~~=~_J 
Civil War related themes. Not so with 
"Football", produced near the end of Rogers's career in 1893. The first professional 
football game was not played until 1897, although college games had started in 1869. 
No shoulders pads or helmets for these guys! $6,600. Another more-conventional 
group, titled "Returned Volunteer - How the Fort Was Taken" sold for $1,300. 

I nteresting political 
ephemera some- 1 
times finds it way ...,_ 

into book, manuscript 

f a.• ,ur. , • •ni. ,~ ___ .. _-_ __. .. 
and autograph sales. Alexander Autographs of Stamford, CT recently offered two prime 
examples ... anti-Lincoln imprints from 1864. Published by Feeks of New York City, they 
play the racist card to the hllt. Despite efforts by Lincoln to portray himself as a mod
erate and promote policies that had popular support, he apparently did not have the cre
dentials to suit conservative critics. In these works - in pictorial wraps - he is accused 
of monarchial tendencies ("Abraham Africanus I") and an agenda favoring Negro equal
ity. Each sold for S1 ,000 - a bargain in our minds. 

James Julia sold a large Custer collection in March 
including a pass to the trial of the conspirators 

inscribed to "Maj. General Custer and Friends:· Inas
much as we have only seen blank passes signed by 
Hunter and the inscription on this one is not in Hunter's 
hand, we have our suspicions. The temptation to 

tm:.t:".aJ&'W' •J•UOP810!\ 

• - /J.¥•--, 
~,yl#.. ✓• /./•• //..~.•, 

"enhance the value" with a stroke of the pen is just too great It sold for over $10,000. 

Two unusual 1862 Ohio gubernatorial ballots sold on eBay for $25 
and $86 respectively. Both issued for the successful Union can
didate, John Brough, running against Cop---------i 

perhead Clement Vallandigham. The red, white 

lclnt..t.'1......-.!t 

Lost and Found Antiques 
of South Daytona, FL, 
auctioned this Inkwell 

with an affixed Bissell bronze. 
From the Gorham Foundry, 
standing on a base of green 
marble, this desk set from 
1898 sold for $3,500. 

and blue ballot was a graphic, but standard 
design; however, someone added the rather off
color and disrepectful graffiti image of a naked fat 
guy straddled on the American shield. The other 
ballot, "No British Candidate," was designed to 
appeal to Irish voters. It printed some pro-British 
comments by Vallandigham, equating him with 
Benedict Arnold, and exhorted Irish voters to sup
port Union Gen. Meagher and the northern cause. 
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H eritage Galleries of Dallas, TX held their second Civil War memorabilia auction at Gettysburg. The first sale set numerous 
records both for individual items ($900,000+ for a flag) and gross sales (over $4 million). This time around, the two
part event had an estimated value of $1 0 million. We are constantly amazed at the material that seems to come up for 

sale, gleaned from family archives and museums. The auction contained countless items of interest. We present but a random 
assortment. Check out their web site (www.HA.com) If you want to do some "window shopping." A circa 1848 Sharps carbine, used 
by participants in the raid on Harpers Ferry, has Norm Flayderman and the Tharpe Collection of American Military History in its 
provenance. The brass patchbox is engraved "Used at Harpers Ferry by John Brown's men." II sold for $56,760 (the following lot 
was a pike used in the failed uprising}. A 35 x 53" Confederate "Liberty or Death" flag caught our eye. It was captured by one of Custer's men (William 
Goodman, Company I, Fifth Michigan Cavalry) from the baggage train of Jeb Stuart, during the retreat following the battle of Gettysburg. The slogan "Lib
erty or Death" was used quite a bit by Southerners who saw the War as a second American Revolution. The words had first been uttered by Patrick Henry 
In a Richmond church which still stands today. Grandsons of Patrick Henry (William Roane, Senator from Virginia) and Joseph E. Johnston (Brig. Gen
eral) served the rebel cause faithfully. Sold together with a tintype of Goodman (a casualty of Andersonville) and other personal effects, it was "carried 
off the field of battle'' for S107,550. A gilt brass sword belt rig, manufactured In England, cataloged as the "finest obtainable" and identical to one worn 
by CSA General Hood. made a respectable $89,625. A complete Zouaves uniform (sans culottes!) was another really neat item[s]! It belonged to W. Berl
ah Chandler, who enlisted in the 146th New York Infantry (Garrard's Tigers) on October 6, 1862 and served till war's end. The uniform, patterned after 
the colorful Turcos pattern of the French Army with yellow piping, was issued to Chandler Just a month before Gettysburg. Chandler saw action at Little 
Round Top during that engagement and was promoted to Principal Musician. He later saw action at the mine explosion during the siege of Petersburg. 

The uniform. in excellent condition, came complete with canteen and Drum Major's baton. The S125,450 It 
achieved was "music" to the ~-------------------------, 
consignor's ears. A Lincoln
related 1855 Colt sidehammer 
revolver with ivory grips fea-
tured a bust of Lincoln on one 
side and a derringer on the 

other. We weren't sure initially of i ,1'y 
the political persuasion of the 
gun's original owner; however, the 
lot included a pristine gem tintype of Lincoln and a relic 
"piece of a rail split by Abe Lincoln''. so we guess he was 
a Lincoln man (a Lincoln collector, at any rate!) The suc-
cessful bidder opted to "take a shot" and purchased the 
ensemble for $6,570. Finally, a silver "Press" badge in 

~~••••iiiiiiiiiiiilllliiiiat# the form of a five-pointed star, may have been worn by 
a staff member from Harper's Weekly or Frank Leslie's Illustrated News. 
The Crimean War and the American Civil War were the first conflicts to 
.-----------. be photographed and covered exten

sively by reporters (war correspon-':=====-===========---=-=-==-=-=--~

1 dents). Being a new Innovation, we 
wonder how Civil War soldiers reacted 

Condition and rarity 
pushed the price to 

$1,007 for this "pre" 
Civil War token on 

~

eBay. Issued in 1861, 
It advocates "Con

cession Before 
Secession." II is only 
the second auction 

opearance we are aware of. 

to this insignia. If they saw the word 
"Press'", maybe they did just that, tak
ing an extended Index finger and 
pressing. If so, they were likely disap
pointed with the result. A rare and fun 
item! Badges? We don't need to show L_ 
you no stinking badges! ($3,350.) 

,7J'v /,4-,..,.._ ,~ ,,..._ ~~-~ ,,h,~. ,,.(_ 

~4#'#f.<- ,h,,/4 /h~r.,.,,~ k,en·,L H./.L ·h1~/-. 

==---------------1 4,,,,1- _/.,,~ ,, ,,y-,,,;. c:..,, 4- /-:?-. 7~ 

& R of Amherst, NH sold an Autograph 
Quotation Signed by Ben Buller in their 

June auction. Dated just one month after the 

In-/~ e-,,_ 

@";!? /fr// 

start of the War, the politican-general states: .__ ________________ ___, 

"This Union cost our fathers much treasure and much blood. We must not part with for less than the first 
cost." Awkwardly phrased, but pithy, nonetheless! $525. And, selling on Ebay for $54, this deragatory car
toon CDV of Ben Butler, titled "As if he had been in a bottle strongly corked." A map of the East Coast in 
the background refers to the failed efforts of Butler to bring reinforcements to the Peninsula campaign. 

'ti, i1u\.d'"""""• 
C."":'.\1 ,,.\,.{ 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 
S tack's conducts bi-monthly auctions, so there is always plenty of material to report on. They 

recently "merged" with American Numismatic Rarities of Wolfeboro, NH (Q. David Bowers 
In charge). We are uncertain why this was done, but suspect the New Hampshire concern 

will bolster Stack's internet presence. Some additional printing plates from the archives of the 
American Bank Note Company were offered in their "Brooklyn Sale" held In Baltimore (why Bal
timore? Why not Brooklyn?) A 3 x 3 1/4" plate, described as "light pewter gray steel...satiny, lus
trous and attractive" (that sounds almost pornographic!) was offered, depicting a Cooper Union 
portrait bust of Lincoln. According to the archives of the American Bank Note Company, six proof I 
copies were run off and sent to President-elect Lincoln in Springfield. He apparently took the engravings on his 
trip to Washington for the inauguration. On February 18, 1861, during a stopover in Buffalo, he signed an exam
ple and gave it to William Kasson, the designer of the presidential railroad car used for the trip, noting that It 
was his favorite portrait of himself. Lincoln gave out another signed copy to a Mr. J. R. Drake during this Jour
ney. A total of three copies, all signed in pencil, are known to still exist. This is the only print portrait Lincoln is 
known to have signed, and he did so in pencil because ink tended to smear or run on paper used for engrav
ings and lithographs. It realized $1,150. American Bank Note also produced the courtesy train passes issued for 

the pre-inaugural trip. The original plates for these have yet to be offered by Stack's if, 1..11 .......... 11iW111.-•• 
indeed, they still exist. Another sale had sixteen lots related to Lincoln, including por-

traits, views of the Lincoln Monument and Tomb in Springfield, plus political convention and 
association memorabilia. A 4 x 4 1/2" plate of the 1860 Hesler portrait with added beard 
sold for $635. it is uncertain if this piece was used during Lincoln's lifetime or later. As 
with many such plates, it exhibits mottled toning. A 6 x 3" plate depicts an emancipat
ed slave family flanking a beardless cameo portrait of Lincoln. The lot included the orig
inal paper wrapper and a proof impression, conducive to a framed display. $2,530. A 7 

1/2 x 5" plate showing Lincoln and the Capitol was offered. This image was a central corn- ~ 

ponent of certificates issued to delegates and other officials appointed to the Republican 
National Convention held in Chicago in 1908. Such honorees typically received a packet of creden-

tials that held an appointment certificate such as this, along with convention passes and badges. 
$3,910. It may safely be assumed that all these plates are one-of-a-kind. So far, no duplicate 
images have appeared in these sales. We typically report on the sale of Lincoln Indian 
Peace Medals in silver, but ignore examples tor less popular presidents. Well, rarity 
sometimes trumps popularity and ability, so we hereby make amends! Stack's sale of 
the John J. Ford, Jr. Collection (Part Eighteen) contained two Buchanan medals in sil

ver and two Andrew Johnson medals in silver. The Buchanans sold for $34,500 and 
$29,900. The Johnsons sold for $21,850 and $31,000 (with original loop, no less!) So, the 

"Rodney Dangerfields" of Indian Peace Medals finally get some respect! 

Presidential Coin (Joe Levine!) held a two-session, live and mail-bid auction in Baltimore this past June. We have seen Civil War 
dog tags with portraits of Lincoln, McClellan and Grant, but Joe had a 40 mm. white metal, uninscribed tag Issued for mem
bers of the New York State Volunteers. Naturally, it featured the state seal along with the slogan "Union and Constitution." 

Quite pretty and only $210. A 45 mm. mint medal in silver by noted engraver William Barber (who designed a nice series of dimes, 
quarters and half-dollars) commemorated the completion of the Union Pacific Railroad. It pictures the then-cur

rent president, Grant, and is inscribed "The Oceans United By Railway. May 10, 1869. Every Mountain Shall Be 
Made Low." $4,375. A rarely-seen ducat for the Andrew Johnson impeachment trial, dated March 13, 1868, 
was ottered. It admitted the bearer to the Senate floor, in contrast to the Senate gallery (those tickets, though 
valuable, are so common that you can just about pick them up off the ground!) The trial was supposed to start 
on that date, but Johnson's lawyers pleaded for more time and the proceeding did not proceed until March 30th. 

$1,500. Finally, another mint medal, issued in 1865, also revolved around soldiers from the Empire State. Mea
suring 11 O x 79 mm., it was awarded to veterans of the War. The 

,, ,oii.~tll.itt. 
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reverse indicates it was authorized 
by " ... Reuben E. Fenton, Governor, 
In Pursuance of Concurrent Resolu-
tions Passed by the Senate and 
Assembly of the State of New York 
as a Memento of the Courage of 
Her Soldiers and Sailors ... " $2,300. 
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L etters with real content - eye-witness accounts to events in history - continue to demand attention. This missive, recently selling on Ebay for $700, Is 
a "standout" in that category, especially as it deals with the 1858 Senatorial contest between Lincoln and Douglas. 8 pp. letter from Eliza E. Alkins, dated 

Near Bethel (Illinois), Oct. 2, 1858, to her brother In Minnesota. 'This Is a beautiful place here and things much as I expected they would be in Illinois, and 
the people appear more New England like. The school house Is very pretty new one, situated on the prairie ... I pay $2 per week for board, besides washing ... 
I attended the meeting In Jacksonville Sep 6th when Judge Douglas made a speech, as perhaps you know. for I expect you are pretty well posted on politi
cal affairs generally and I assume you know I have become so interested in politics, that I feel like chasing Lincoln with a vengeance. Well I was about say
ing I was there, as Kentuckians say, and the Douglas people had a great time. He was met at the Depot by a committee and escorted to Dunlap House, a 
beautiful new hotel, and followed by a long procession of carriages. bearing flags and banners of every descnplion with mottoes on them and In the pro
cession was thirty two young ladies from Bethel, who bore a beautiful banner. which they carried to the Dunlap House and presented to Mrs. Douglas, who 
accompanied her husband and was, of course. an object of attraction ... I stopped at the same house and had an excellent chance to see all the proceedings, 
and had the honor (if honor it can be called) of receiving an introduction to him and afterward by him to his wife and have some conversation with them. 
Mrs. Douglas, Is, I think the most beautiful lady I ever saw, but that she paints is very perceptible. She was very affable, of course, for she is doing her best 
to secure her husband's election. Douglas's speech I did not hear. There were so many people. The tenn Little Giant is very applicable to him... After the 
Douglas meeting. the Lincoln men all over the county thought they would try and give their candidate a good reception when he spoke. which was on the 
27th and about here, Mr. French, who is one of the most earnest Republicans I ever saw, and others, held a meeting and among other things appointed a 
committee of young men to find thirty two Republican young ladies and have them all dressed in uniform of white dresses, pink sashes and caps of green 
velvet, made with a rosette at one side, a bow of pink ribbon on the other, and a star in front, tied with pink ribbon. They raised the means to buy the arti
cles and we went to work in good earnest and prepared and went to town on that day in two carriages appropriately trimmed and bearing banners and we 
created quite a sensation and were cheered as enthusiastically as we could desire by the crowds of people. Our procession was four or five times longer as 
the Douglas procession and there were a great many more present. In fact we entirely beat them. I saw Lincoln and heard him speak. He is a very dar1c com
plexioned man with black hair and seems to be very good natured and humorous and appears like any plain old farmer. On Tuesday, the next day, we went 
to Winchester, the principal town in Scott County and heard him speak there. They had a barbecue there and he was very well received .. ." 

T homaston Place Auctions in Maine had a 
May sale with one item of particular interest, 
a framed fragment of wallpaper from the 

presidential box at Ford's Theatre (measuring 9 x 
6"), removed as a souvenir al the time of the 
assassination. This red velvet flocked wallpaper 
had geometric and floral designs. The prove
nance indicates it was obtained by WIiiiam Ure, 
employed by the theatre as a guard (keeping an 
eye on the box office receipts, no doubt, and not 
the honored guests!) The estimate was $4.000-
6,000 and the auctioneer stated they would stand 
behind the description m the catalog. How refreshing I An auctioneer who is 
concerned about his reputation! Kudos for Kaja! This evocative relic (if walls 
could talk!) failed to meet the reserve and may be offered in a future sale. 

'------=====--====-~==== ------~---__J 

uestions of attribution are an ongoing_ problem In our hobby. Goldberg I 
Coins of Beverly HIiis held an auction In April that 
included some Lincolniana and histoncal memorabil-

ia. Among the handful of Lincoln items was a red white 
and blue nbbon described as a "Lmcoln Campaign or Inau
gural Ribbon, 1865." It was inscribed "The Union. Estab
lished under Washington 1776. Preserved under Lincoln 
1865." II is certainly not an 1864 campaign ribbon, but 
likely a patriotic item issued at the close of the War. possi
bly on July 4, 1865. It sold for $415. A 20 x 34" parade flag 
was attributed to 1860 or 1861. The sole Inscription, at the 

f, 

top stripe, was "For Union & the Constitution." It may be _i.ili __ __. 

an 1860 campaign item issued for the 
Constitutional Union candidates Bell & 
Everett or it may indeed be a Civil War 
patriotic. The problem is, we'll never 
know one way or the other. In this 
case, attribution ,s in the eye of the 
beholder In any event, a graphic and 

orical item that realized $6,325. 
----

R obert Lifson of Watchung, NJ put out a massive catalog of baseball 
memorabilta, peppered with a few lots of Uncolniana. in April. We'll 
comment on just one item - the Holy Grall of baseball cards and 

the eartiest one in exis
tence - a studio portrait 
of the Brooklyn Res
olutes team taken in 
Philadelphia m 1864 
Standing to the far right 
Is baseball writer Henry 
Chadwick, inventor of 
the box score, and con
sidered by some the "Father of Baseball." Henry's brother Mort, the team 
secretary, stands on the left. Seated at the far left is Dick McBride, a pitch
er for the Athletics. A tournament was organized in 1864 pitting the 
Brooklyn Clubs versus those of the Philadelphia area (Camden. Keystone. 
Olympic and Athletic organizations). McBride was serving in the Union 
army at the time, but the occasion was considered so important that he 
received a three-day furlough to participate. Even though baseball was in 
Its early stages (having been In existence since 1833), its Importance to 
morale was such that. like in World War Two, it was decided to continue 
playing games despite hostilities. We are curious, though, as to the busi
ness aspects of the game at the time. We are not sure whether 1I was con
ducted on an amateur basis, or otherwise. We suspect the players were 
given salaries to attract them to the better teams. but are unsure as to 
how income was generated to pay such expenses. Perhaps one of our 
readers can supply a brief summary of the financial details for us. In any 
event, Rob's example is only one of two known and "it is a virtual cer
tainty that the other will never become available." $47,000. 
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Bruce N. Johnson of Liverpool, NY does business under the byline "Historic Documents", selling at antique paper shows and issuing tabloid-sized fixed
price lists. A Civil War letter from an Ohio lady to her brother in the army, dated October 25, 1863, minces no words about President Lincoln and his 

policies: " ... if Old Abe dident take Dave to fight for the nigger ... I don't see who would not be down on such a mien war as this ... I pity the poor soldiers but 
the officers I could see them every one hung up for they don't deserve anything else and Old Abe & his cabinate with them .. ." $115. A check for $28.45, 
signed by New York Mayor George Opdyke, was made payable to Patrick Coyle for "damages by rioters 5 Suffolk St. July 1863." Imprinted "Riot Damages" 
In red, this represented money from a fund providing restitution to victims of the notorious Draft Riots. This may represent a precedent for the fund creat
ed after 9/11 to compensate victims and their families for an act of war. In the case of the Draft Riots, we do not know If any of the family members of mur
der victims (mainly African-Americans) received payment, or only Whites who submitted claims for property damage. Perhaps some of our readers can fill 
us in on that. $125. An Admiral David Farragut ALS of March 30, 1867, relates to the presentation of a Lincoln medal to the "Hero of Mobile Bay.'' He thanks 
the sender for forwarding him a bronze medal of "our late lamented President" (what? no gold medal?) and thanks the committee for "this high considera
tion in classing me among the 'distinguished men who were prominent in support of Mr. Lincoln's administration." $635. A salmon Chase ALS, Columbus, 
OH, September 1, 1868, consists of a brief autobiography which covers his life through re-election as Governor of Ohio in 1857. For unknown reasons, his 
association with the Lincoln administration and appointment as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court are omitted (more than likely, the "8" in the date is actu
ally a "O").This letter may have been written to facilitate Chase's presidential ambitions (similar to letters Lincoln wrote In 1860) or as an entry In an ency
clopedia. " ... I learned my letters from an alphabet printed on bark with a pen from my father. It was continued in New England Town Schools - in an acad
emy in Central Ohio there diversified with digging, milking cows & the like ... I studied law under WIiiiam Wirt in Washington City. He was a father to me. I 
practiced law in the Courts of Ohio ... My first official position was School Examiner for the City of Cincinnati in 1839 I believe ... " $595. An early printing of 
the Emancipation Proclamation appeared in the almanac issued for the year 1863 by the Albany Evening Journal, edited by New York power-broker Thurlow 
Weed. The version as it appeared there must have been prepared shortly after the initial printing of the proclamation which occurred in Washington, DC on 
September 22, 1862. Almanacs were always prepared in advance and typically were sold in November or December of the preceding year. $150. 

S chuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions of San Francisco held a stamp auction in 
April. A Lincoln patriotic/campaign cover, postmarked Chicago, July 5, 1864, 
was estimated at $750-1,000 and sold for $550. The auxiliary marking of the 

.--------------, West Branch Post Office made it more 

M atthew Bennett of Balti
more sells philatelic 

material and historical docu-
ments. Their May sale had a 
Printed Document Signed by 
Lincoln as President on June 
30, 1863. Written just three 
days before the Battle of Get
tysburg, the executive order 
calls for Massachusetts to fur
nish 3,072 troops for the 
Union army. The Conscription 
Act was enacted by Congress 
on March 3, 1863. On July 7, 1863, Rhode Island became the 
first state to draw lots for the draft after efforts to do so in 
New York City resulted in the most destructive and prolonged 
riots in U.S. histo-
ry. ($18,000.) A 
Lincoln franked 
cover as a Member 
of Congress, 
addressed to Gen
eral W. Campbell 
of Abingdon, VA, 
sold for $6,050. 

F orged signatures can be sold on eBay as long as they are represented as such (unfortunately, not always the case!). For $300, one buyer obtained a 
Manuscript Note of Pardon purported to be written and signed by Lincoln but properly identified as being a forgery .-----------, 
by the infamous Joseph Cosey. Written on mid-19th century paper in period brown ink, it reads "Let him be &--.i..1.,~-

released on taking the oath of Dec. 8, 1863./A. Lincoln/April 10, 1865". Cosey was noted for his fluent and free style ~ • ~ 
when reproducing the handwriting and signatures of famous Americans. Abraham Lincoln was one of Cosey's favorite ,4- 1, /lt4. 
subjects. His Lincoln forgeries have fooled collectors and experts alike. Charles Hamilton stated that Cosey often ~ 
"whipped out his forgeries with great ease, never resorting to the amateur device of tracery.' Even though it was rela-
tively easy for him to produce counterfeit signatures and documents, much of his success was attributed to the dis- : ~--~,5-

linctive writing materials he used. Cosey was known to work with antiquated paper, dated writing implements and a ..,__ __ __,,.._ ____ __,_, 
specific brand of brown ink that was commonly used during the 18th century. Thus, his finished products were extraordinarily convincing. Hamilton stat
ed however that Cosey's forgeries of Abraham Lincoln can be recognized by one fatal flaw that was repeated over and over. All examples of Cosey's forged 
Lincoln signatures have the name "Lincoln" written on 'the same plane,' whereas Lincoln's actual signature was written in a stepped-like fashion. 
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Early American Auctions of Rancho Santa Fe, CA held an auction in May. A graphic business card for Edward J. Powers's "Volunteer & Substitute 
Recruiting Agency" of Jersey City, NJ and Brooklyn, NY is unusual. Apparently, this brokerage firm charged a finder's fee or commission for provid

ing volunteer substitutes for military service. Teddy Roosevelt, Sr. and Grover Cleveland availed themselves of such a service in the War. We assume the 
soldier who signed up not only got the usual bounty, but the substitute fee, as well; otherwise, what was the point? Indeed, the card states "Agents, 
Recruits and Runners liberally dealt with, and paid their FULL BOUNTIES." Printed in red and blue on white coated stock, it sold for $1,325. Another first 

time offering was a blank, unissued Confederate naval commission on parchment. The location was left blank, 
JifJ um 

00 ■WTm ~ prompting the cataloger to surmise that the document was printed after the Confederates had abandoned Richmond. 
vor.uHTEEII , sussTiTuT'.E It may just as well been printed early in the War, when the government was based In the provisional capital of Mont-1\ZO'Rrrrnm AO.li:-:-(:i· 

~ 
.. _,_-:-.::":•• ••: ::~, -~· u gomery, prior to their move to Richmond. In any case, a rare and intriguing "scrap of history" which attracted a final 
·.:;:~ ... ' _ rl' bid of $1,725. A 10 x 13" broadside issued after war's end offered assistance to "White and Colored Soldiers of the 

aowAoo •. ,ow.... Union Army." The subscriber was one T. F. Lee of Raleigh, NC (under Union occupation), a Republican who was a del-
egate to the 1868 RNC and a member of the Board of Directors of the North Carolina Institute for the Deaf & Dumb. 
He was apparently acting in the capacity of a pension and disability agent. assisting with forms and necessary paper

work for soldiers either wounded in action, or survivors of soldiers killed in action. The broadside advises "Soldiers not 
. 

IMPORTANT . 
H'IIITE \ \0 l'lltllRED SIILIIIEi~ 

Of the Union Army. 

(-> -) 
I) rt. 

- . ~-) 

-~ ~-~ 
... ,. , .... -.-"""·-··- ... •11--:- ... , ... -1" ~ 

having honorable discharges need 
not answer this notice." $1,725. 
Finally, a rather rare Currier & Ives 
political cartoon from 1860 was 
offered. "The Great Match at Balti
more Between the 'Illinois Bantam' 
and the 'Old Cock' of the White 
House" was issued In the aftermath of 
the two Democratic nominating con-

._ __________ _. ventions in Baltimore. Having finally 
obtained the much coveted presiden

tial nomination over the non-candidate Buchanan, Douglas crows that he is ready to lake on the Southern Democratic nominee Breckinridge, and Lin
coln, after him. We doubt whether Buchanan relished being called the "Old Cock of the White House", but the elderly bachelor was used to such abuse 
and was only too glad to "leave the roost" the following March. Even if they had Viagra back then, he probably wouldn't have had any use for it. $635. 

S mythe of New York held an auction In May. If you wanted an instant autograph collection, you could have bid on an "extra-illustrated'' six-volume set 
of Battles and Leaders of the Civil War published by The Century Co. in 1888. Originally a four-volume set. the addition of 100 original autographs, 

250 engravings and 25 photos expanded it by two volumes. Included was a Lincoln ANS ("Mrs. Harvey wishes the Hospital to be named for her late hus-
band - Please gratify her."), an 1855 R.E. Lee ALS, an 1864 Grant ALS to Generals Ord & Meade ("I shall not go to Fortress Monroe as I had thought of 

doing"), plus documents signed by Buchanan, Jeff Davis, Longstreet. Meade. Chamberlain, Beauregard, Hancock, Farragut, 
~ ,. ... , ~ Johnston and Sherman, among others. Each volume with ex llbris bookplate of turn-of-the-century New Jersey collector 
~ & ,-..J and philanthropist J. Ackerman Coles. ($21,850.) A 1927 TLS by First Lady Grace Coolidge to Rev. WIiiiam E. Barton reads: 

V :('_..., /!;.-, c.-_,:;:; 

_..,_ tfl;.- .; p,,-9, "I deeply appreciate your thought of me in sending me one of the first copies of your new book on Mary Lincoln. I have not 
JJ;t:.:..,_,,.~ yet had the opportunity to read It for when the President discovered it he walked off with it. As soon as he has read it, I shall 

,._ _____ ...,.;..__--J 'borrow' ii..." (Silent Cal, the "stealth" President!!) It sold for $460. In 1865, a group of petitioners contacted Vice-President 
Andrew Johnson. recommending that a Tennessee P.O.W., James H. Acree, be released upon signing the Oath of Allegiance. 

Johnson endorsed their petition and sent it to the President, writing "Respectfully 
/2 H • • referred to his Excellency the President of the United States. The signers of the within 

~~.,i,;",/-✓ petition are_ for the most part personally known to me as loyal and highly respectable 
/4;, : ,._ ..<'/4; citizens." Lincoln gave Andy the benefit of the doubt ~4/7~/-~--
ar. 9 - and endorsed it "Let this man take the oath & be dis-

,~., -.,,,,yz - charged." Needless to say, It is very rare to find sig--~A,,(.r.:... -~ 
,,,, ~ .-,-,,....-< - .. - natures of Vice-President Johnson and President 

,,.,.,,.__,µ_. ,, .... Lincoln on a single document. (No sale, estimate: 
.,t,;t:.-✓,,. ~ ·~ • 
~✓-:k • $23,000.) From December 6-11, 1889, the remains 
f£.f~f~: of Jefferson Davis laid In state in the Council Cham-

''·~ '-<-.. L--------' ber at the City Hall in New Orleans, prior to his final 
trip to Richmond for re-interment. One of the oddest relic items we have ever seen was this letter from the Mayor's Ottice 
with an artificial pansy that was part of the decorations around the casket of Davis. The official gold seal of the Mayor is 
attached and the letter signed by the Mayor's secretary. (The funerary ensemble failed to sell against an estimate of 

I W - I 
KING & B&IRD·s EDITION 
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ZOUIVE 

LIGHT INFANTRY TALi'JIX 
$2,500-5,000.) An autographed cabinet card of Walt Whitman, taken in 1872 by Brooklyn photographer G.F.E. Pearsall IJ IWD J._a. 11 wm, 
(made five years after Whitman wrote his famous poems memorializing Lincoln), sold for S2,645. Finally, a 24 x 36'' Civil BA~:~,~V[S. 
War poster, printed in red and blue by King & Baird of Philadelphia, was offered. It advertised a book by Major DeWitt of PEIIISnVW ZOUAVES. 
Baxter's Fire Zouaves, Zouave Light Infantry Tactics. The central woodcut illustrates a Union Zouave about to run through _ --!!!'-~~ ~~ ...... . 
a fallen Rebel with his broad sword, with Union and Confederate flags In the background. King & Baird was the publish
er of the book, as well. This graphic piece garnered S3,450. -·--·----. 
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R eporting on the last few H.C.A. sales (the Raynors of North Carolina!) We note their policy to publish the names of auction miscreants In the cat
alog ••• (a.k.a., "deadbeats!"). When doing so, they euphemistically refer to their unpleasant experience as a ''failed transaction." (We wish other 

dealers would share this information as well!) In the "don't believe everything you read in the papers" category, a 3 1/2 x 10 3/4" Newburyport Herald 
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extra reports on the outbreak of Civil War. Unfortunately, they "jumped 
the gun" a little bit, as the extra was issued on December 28, 1860, and 
describes events proceeding from the secession of South Carolina. The 
text reads, in part: "South Carolina In Rebellion! Open War! With the 
United States. Forts Moultrie and Pinckney Seized! The Public Property 
Seized by the Populace I The Telegraph Offices In the Hands of the Revo
lutionaries! Startling events crowd upon us, and revolution hurries with 
rapid strides. The overt act has been performed. The die is cast! The war 
is begun! We can no longer talk of peace, for every day and every hour 
shows us the treason that breeds war - wretched war - civil war ... " If no 
other states had seceded, the Federal government would probably have 
let things stew for a while, but with the addition of six more states, and 
the seizure of a third fort, Fort Sumter, well, "now you're getting person
al!" ($2, 100.) A March 1861 imprint of the proposed 13th amendment to 
the Constitution was offered. This amendment represented a last ditch 
attempt to avoid Civil War and directed that "No amendment shall be 
made to the Constitution which will authorize or give to Congress the 
power to abolish or interfere in any state, with the domestic institutions 
thereof, including that of persons held to labor or service by the laws of 

said State." The House passed the resolution on February 28, 1861 and the Senate followed suit 
on March 2nd. Outgoing President Buchanan endorsed the proposal and President Lincoln, on 
March 16, 1861, authorized the ratification process to commence. This imprint was apparently 
distributed to the Maryland legislature for their approval. The commencement of the Civil War one 
month later made the process moot. After the end of the War, a differ-
ent 13th amendment, this one abolishing slavery, was approved by 

Congress and ratified by the states. ($815.) A photograph by Gurney, an imperial albumen (16 x 
19") of Stephen Douglas was a "buy & flip" from the recent Douglas Volk "Hewnoaks" estate sale 

In Maine. Leonard Volk recorded the circumstances of its production in his memoirs: "Soon after the nomination of Stephen 
A. Douglas ... I called at the Fifth Av. Hotel, New York, and found him engaged with a New Jersey Committee ... next morning 
we went to Gurney's who had everything ... arranged for taking the negatives without delay ... the senator showed much men
tal and physical fatigue. and said he was very tired, having been up ... all night with committees organizing ... for the coming 
battle. The first prints from the negatives were given me. the Imperial which ... escaped ... the Chicago fire ... now hangs in the 

- - ~ -
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entrance of my home formerly Senator Douglas' summer cottage at Chicago ... " Matted with this provenance and a Douglas 
clipped signature, it realized $4,375. An Edwin Stanton ALS to New York Governor Horatio Seymour, May 9, 1863, shows legit
imate concern about the effect of a milltary draft soon to be implemented which, as history records, resulted in the infamous 
Draft Riots. " ... The organization under the Enrollment Act being nearly completed a draft bill will speedily be ordered in con
formity with its provisions. Upon some Important questions relating to their subject I would llke very much to have a person
al conference with you. Will you please to inform me whether you can conveniently make a visit to Washington before tong, 
and at what time ... " We don·t know if Seymour saw Stanton. ($3,200.) A 3 x 8" newspaper extra reports the much-awaited fall 
of Richmond. The interesting thing about it was its source (not unnamed or confidential), but a Confederate newspaper, the 
Augusta Constitutionalist which reported two days before: "No official information of this sort has been received, but we 

believe that it is generally understood that the Confederate Capitol is in the hands of the enemy. The 
Yankees took possession on Monday afternoon, General Lee falling back towards Burksvllle Junc

tion." $1,750. A 4 1/2 x 11 3/4" extra announces "Sad Newsl The President Assassinated I" It 
reprints Stanton's report of the assassination attempts on Lincoln and Seward which were 
written white both were still alive. Then, at the bottom of the handbill, an updated report is 

-~IUI! 

appended, declaring "The President Dead!" It made $2.450. Now ... to just tweak their collective noses a bit... the 
Raynor boys tried their hand at selling this "John Wilkes Booth oil painting" in June. The oval canvas was signed by 
George F. Bensall, one-time president of the Philadelphia Sketch Club. The cataloger speculated that the portrait was 
from lite, as it didn't match any known photographs of the assassin. (Talk about wishful thinking!) Touted as the "only 

known oil portrait of John Wilkes Booth", estimated at $30-50,000, it failed to sell. (Should you still be hankering for 
such a work of art, The Rail Splitter will be selling an actual John Wilkes Booth oil painting In this year's annual auction!) 
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W e love what is discovered all across the 
country and made available via Ebay! With 

a "Buy it Now" price of 5250, oddly, no takers: "a 
great old CDV photo of Mary Todd Lincoln the wife 
of Abraham Lincoln. I came across this photo 10 
years ago at an estate sale. the ------

S ince being acquired by Steve Geppi. Hake's Americana has gained a wider 
pool of bidders. The result? Many Lincoln era pollticals are going for 
unheard-of prices. Ted's May auction included items from the Philip G. 

Strauss Collection. Mr. Strauss was the grandfather of noted Maryland dealer 
Tom Gordon (the elder!) Strauss started collecting at age 14 In 1902 and con
tinued until his death in 1958. At age 15, he was saved from drowning ln Atlantic 
City by President Theodore Roosevelt, an incident which sparked a friendship 
that continued until TR's death in 1919. The collection contained many histori
cal gems, such as Lincoln's Executive Mansion appointment book, a fair copy of 
"The Star-Spangled Banner" executed by Francis Scott Key, a wide array of Civil 
War memorabilia and, of course, personal correspondence from TR himself. 
(We assume a great deal remains In the family.) In any event, we're suckers for 
rosettes and showy badges. An 1864 Lincoln ferrotype stickpin, attached to a 
red, white and blue cloth armband with strings attached for securing it to the 
arm, went for $2,530. It is difficult to determine if the badge originally came with 
the armband. This is one case where provenance comes Into play. 

1a...~_.....,.'---" lady at the estate sale told me 
that her grandfather was a garbage man for the 
city of San Francisco ... he came across a box 
full of photos albums from the Lincoln family. ... 
have gone to the history department at San 
Jose State College to verify. .. there's 110 mis
take in that this is her." Better yet the group 
carte portrait of Lincoln, family members, and 
"political advisers" prior to getting elected. 
Where do we start? Keep them coming folks! 

In May, Swann's sold a complete set of CDVs of the hanging of the conspira
tors, July 7, 1865, as recorded by Alexander Gardner. (The figure in the white 
frock coat in images #1, #2, and #3 is believed by some to be Mathew Brady.) 

In the last image, which shows the gallows at the Old 
Arsenal Prison, the hanging has just finished and 
spectators are starting to leave. The hanged conspira
tors are (from the left): Mary Surratt, Lewis Powell, 
David Herold, and George Atzerodt. These images are 
especially scarce in carte format, but the condition was 
problematic. Each had been glued down to a board. 
Some collector "dropped" $8,400 for the grouping. 
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Whelher your focus is campaign memorabilia, photos, auto
graph and manuscript material, or display items, you are 
likely to find something of interest in our full-color auction 
catalogs! 

T11inkill9 About Selling? 

Heritage is always interested in quality Americana items 
and collections. especially Lincoln memorabilia! We auction 
on consignment (generous cash advances available) or buy 
oulrighl Before you make any decisions about selling. please 
give me a call to discuss all of your options. 

Tom Slater, Director of Americana Auctions 
[mail: TomS@HeritageAuctions.com 
Direct Phone: (214) 443-8+-JI 
Marsha Dixey, Auction Coordinator 
Email: MarshaD@HeritageAuctions.com 
Direct Phone: (214) 443-8455 

lfn•t• ,>ml quillt lnll'r Ptomo (. odl' 4qo,; lor" ho,rn~ 
dUl twn t,Jl,tlog 01 hook of \UUr t hu1u.· 
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John Wilkes Booth Exposed, cont. 

master & man. Take every individual and pation and the justice of Brown's execu- once more restore the Union. The South 
you will find the happiness greater there tion: ''For John Brown was executed (yes, will call in the powers of Europe. Fierce 
rhan here .... " and justly) by his country's laws for Civil War will follow. And then, whar then? 

He labels as hypocritical the claim attempting in another way, merely what Why God alone can tell the rest." 
that human chattel slavery is a sin in the rhese abolitionists are doing now. I saw Booth repeatedly calls for "justice" 
eyes of God: ''.4 sin?" he exclaims, "You John Brown hung. And I blessed the justice to heal the grave Injustices done to the 
never saw it as such, until it became of my counh-y's laws. I may say I helped South. In Booth's lexicon, justice meant 
unprofitable. And you would even now hang John Brown and while I live, I shall the suppression of the abolitionist move-
share in that sin, if it was necessary to you think with joy upon the day when I saw the ment, the strict enforcement of the Fugi-
and could be made to pay ... " tlve Slave Law and the opening 
And, moreover, Booth writes, of the territories to slavery. His 
the national press, he com- impassioned text is studded 
plains, is now openly complic- ~ with inflammatory passages, 
it with the abolition move- .til1 hyperbolic Lhreats and 
ment: "Can a paper be just that seething anger against the abo-----~ • ·E· B· exaggerates the evils of man, _____________, litionists, whom he likens to a 
and turns his good into crime? serpent, and brands as traitors 
Can a paper be just which for causing the sundering of 
shows only one side of a ques- the union: "Men have no right 
lion, leading its readers into to entertain opinions which 
darkness and despair?" ln fact, endanger the safety of the coun-
Booth argues, the press try. Such mer, 1 call traitors ar1d 
"makes me hate my brothers in treason should be stamped to 
the north. It severs all our bonds death ... So deep is my hahrid for 
of friendship. It induces our such men that l could wish I had 
brothers in the North to deny them in my grasp, and I the 
our rights ... !" And, he shrills, power to crush. I'd grind them 
alluding particularly to the into the dust! [The South} has 
Fugitive Slave Act, "What right been wronged .... She must be 
have you {the North/ to exclude reconciled. How can she? Why, 
southern righls from /he territo- as I said before, with naught but 
ry?. .. I have as much right to justice. The Abolition party 
carry my slaue into the territory Edwin Booth's home, the Player's. and his statue across the street in Grammercy Park. must rhrow away ils principles. 
as you have lo carry your paid -------------------------- They must be hushed forever. 
servant or your children. " Elsewhere he Or else ii must be done by the punishment 
asserts that "the liberty of the press can be sun go down upon one traitor less within of her aggressors. By justice that demands 
abused," and its abuse should not be tol- our land. His treason was no more rhan the blood of her aggressors. By the blood of 
erated. The address contains a fascinat- theirs [the abolitionists/, for open force is /hose, who in wounding her, have slain us 
ing allusion to a pivotal incident in holier than hidden craft. The lion is more all, wirh naught saue blood & justice." 
Booth's life. In October 1859, John Brown r,oble than rhe fox." In many passages, Booth strikingly 
- fresh from "Bloody Kansas" - with a In the direst terms, Booth envisions links tbe two terms "justice" and "blood." 
small band of militant followers, seized the pervasive ruin that the abolitionists This linkage becomes his shorthand ror 
the arsenal at Harpers Ferry, hoping to will bring down upon the entire nation- the blood that must be shed to right the 
touch off an armed uprising of slaves. At not just to the South-warning that the injustices to which the South had been 
the time, Booth had been living in Rich- nation's trade will collapse, "a dearth of subjected by her enemies, the abolition-
mond, where news of Brown's murderous indusrry will infest the land. Famine will ists. Written in the incandescent heat of 
intentions greatly alarmed the public. range round. Banks will fail. Families [will his anger, the Secession Crisis address 
Federal troops under Robert E. Lee and be] ruined." He warns against the North's constitutes Booth's only overtly political 
J.E.B. Stuart swiftly stormed the arsenal, assumption that the South could be easi- writing before the fateful day-four and a 
and captured Brown and his surviving ly coerced into compliance. He castigates half years later-of Lincoln's assassina-
men. He was convicted and sentenced by Northern abolitionists for creating the tion. On the morning of the assassination, 
the Virginia courts to hang. Prompted by crisis and makes a ch!Uing prediction of Booth addressed a self-justifying letter to 
fears thal there might be an armed the bloody conflict soon to erupt: "You the editors of The National Intelligencer 
attempt to rescue Brown, Virginia militia mighr haue prevented this! I hope I may (Writings, p.147-50). Though brief, it is 
were called out. Booth managed to join never live to see that day, even should it hauntingly similar in tone, style and even 
the Richmond Grays, a militia unit that follow soon when we are no more a united wording to his earlier Secession Crisis 
served as volunteer armed guards at the nation .... You would say she [the South} is speech, and strikingly shows that Booth's 
public hanging of Brown (2 December weak in numbers, we [the North} are pro-southern political creed had 
1859). Here, Booth glories in his partici- strong. We will force her to submit and remained unaltered in the intervening 
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years. He clung to his conviction that 
there would come a moment for him to 
take decisive, violent action for "blood & 
justice." As he says in the early part of 
the Secession Crisis address, "I wish to 
speak, not for the sake of being looked at 
or talked about, but to vindicate myself 
in the steps I am about to take.'' As 
Booth's editors observe, Booth shared 
'lhe conviction ... that Abraham Lincoln 
was a malignant tyrant whose _policies 
threatened to expunge the liberties that 
had long been the birthright of free. 
white Americans." Unquestionably, 
Booth believed that in carrying out the 
assassination of the President, he acted 
for the best interests of his country and 

his race. In fact, Booth, the "son and 
brother of great tragic actors, had enact
ed at Ford's Theatre one of the great 
tragedies of American history. Lincoln's 
murder was the final, bloody act that 
marked the end of the nation's bloodiest 
war, a war that Lincoln's election as pres
ident had touched orr four years before.'' 
Ironically, by that infamous act, "the 
unwitting assassin succeeded in 'J)roject
ing lhe tragic figure of Abraham Lincoln 
across the firmament of history in an 
apotheosis that was perfectly mythic in 
its grandeur and its symmetry." (Writings, 
p. 3). Booth's Secession Crisis address, 
fortunately preserved for posterity by his 
aggrieved brother, reveals that the pistol 

shot fired by Booth in the darkened pres
idential box at Ford's Theatre was the 
natural consequence of his passionate 
pro-Southern, pro-slavery ideolo&'Y, a 
creed that came, in the course of four 
years bloody war, to see President Lin
coln as a living symbol of the moral, polit
ical and military domination of the South. 
As Booth here ominously affirms: "For 
God be my witness I love peace ... but 
there is a time when men should act for 
themselves .. .! tell you, sirs, that treason 
weighs heavy in the scale. It is a time for 
us to throw off all gentler feelings of our 
natures and summon resolution. pride. 
justice. Ay, and revenge, to take the place 
of those nobler passions .... " 

LETTERS 
f~EDITOR 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

First I would like to say that I am sorry to hear of the declining 
membership. Please try all in your power to hold the current 
members and to maybe advertise in the trade papers and maga
zines. I consider The Rail Splitter to be one of a kind and the best 
publication in the hobby (along with the humor and little jokes). 
I am enclosing a photocopy of Abe and Mr. Booth and hope you 
can tell me anything about it as I am completely in the dark and 

---,...,----~-:c------.., acquired it in a 
trade with one 
of our fellow col
lectors. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph Sardo 
Great Neck, NY 

[.Edi.t,Qr: Thanks for your letter expressing support for our efforts 
and journal. We try to put together a product that we can aU be 
proud oL Regarding the charm or locket that you recently 
acquired, there is little information we can provide. While one 
side does depict Lincoln, we do not recognize the other portrait. 
It is not John Wilkes Booth, but perhaps a Civil War veteran. It is 
most certainly of 19th-century vintage and is typical of the sou
venirs produced by prisoners-of-war or active soldiers in-the
field. Our best guess is circa 1863-65.] 

Dear Rail Splitter, 
+ 

Love the little CDV on fractional currency. Actually, the public 
loved them and they remained in circulation through 1876. Only 
if you are a Rebel would you say the war lasted that long. People 
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liked them cause they could slip them in 
letters to make long distance payments. 
The PO Money Order system was very 
cumbersome; the simple Express money 
order system is a product of the 1880s; 
and letters sent with coins enclosed "dis
appeared." Comstock Lode silver and its 
decline price allowed the Treasury to 
redeem fractionals and issue coins. 

Regards, 
Dr. Robert J. Chandler 
San Francisco, CA 

Dear Rail Splitter. 
+ 

Could you please help me identify the artist, origin and worth of 
the Lincoln statue shown in the attached photos? Thank you. 

Rex Marshall 
Cincinnati, OH 

ffutil;Qr: Thanks for writ
ing. You have an example 
of a hollow pot metal or 
spelter statue of Lincoln 
titled "Emancipation." We 
have seen several exam
ples, none of which have 
been signed or dated. It 
was likely produced In the United States 
between 1885 and 1920. Spelter statues were 
produced as affordable artworks or decorative pieces for the 
mass market. Accordingly, the artist is relatively unimportant. It 
could have been Michaelangelo and it wouldn't make the piece 
any more valuable. The most recent auction record for this piece 
is $1,320 (Rail Splitter#ll).] 

+ 

continued next page 
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Dear Rail Splitter. 

Many years ago I purchased a medal 
related to the "Death Train" of Abraham Lin
coln. I was told this was a "viewer's pin" 
given to dignitaries and those guarding the 
body of Abraham Lincoln enroute to his bur
ial. At least this is what I was told ... I would 
appreciate any information you may have 
about the history and value of this medal. 

Ron Barrett 
Hazel Green, AL 

[fu!ilQr: This medal is but one of many 
designs issued in the wake of Lincoln's assas
sination. There are forty-eight different 
memorial medals listed in Lincoln in Numis
matics. Like many medals of the period, it is 
made out of uwhite metal." The eagle hanger, which may or may 
not be original to the piece, is silvered brass. It was likely worn 
by members of the general population during the mourning peri
od between the assassination and interment at Springfield. We 
consider the assertion that it is a "viewer's pin" or worn by mem
bers of the Honor Guard as folklore. Like a relatively common 
mourning CDV, it was supposedly given to dignitaries who rode 
on the funeral train. We sold an example in better grade for $150 
in our 2002 Lincolniana and Civil War auction. Like yours, it came 
with the assertion that it was worn by passengers on the funeral 
train. Your example should be worth around $100.] 

Guys: 
+ 

An awful lot of people who were successful bidders in Sothe
by's and Christie's auctions, Including U1e Zabriskie Sale, wlll be 
forgetting that they have squirreled away$$$ rebate documents 
awarded to them as a result of the $500+ millions court settle
ment vs. these auction firms for colluding on consignment fees. 

The documents have been in hand for several years and 
only now, May 15, 2007 to May 15, 2008, are redeemable for cash 
per the conditions on the document's face. I'll wager only a small 
fraction of them will be redeemed as most owners will have for
gotten about them. 

Perhaps a prominent announcement is called for in the next 
Rail Splitter so that subscribers can recall and locate where they 
stored these "bond or stock-like" refund certificates. 

I just redeemed mine - mostly from Zabriskie purchases. 

Alan V. Weinberg 
Woodland Hills, CA 

Dear Sirs: 
+ 

I very recently met with the Curator of the Lincoln Collec
tion at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library in Springfield, 
Illinois where I showed him an ambrotype of a person that I 
believe to be John Wilkes Booth. He was astounded by the photo 
but told me that because of museum rules he was not allowed to 
give an assessment of the photo. He did tell me that he believed 

the likeness was so strong that I 
should try to get it verified through 
other sources. I have compared the 
ambrotype to many Booth photos and 
find all aspects of the ambrotype to 
match the known photos. The 
ambrotype is a reverse image so the 
hair is parted on the opposite side as 
it should be and the photo dates to 
the lat«; 1850's which would explain 
the slightly fuller hair. I have attached 
a copy of the ambrotype (or you to examine. Thank you. 

Greg Ellison 
Springfield, Missouri 

[fulllilr: We take no delight in repeating what we often are forced 
to say when solicited for an opinion on the discovery of a pho
tograph of Lincoln, Mary, etc. - "sorry ... just don't see it." 

+ 
Dear Rail Splitter. 

I am writing to you regarding an interesting item of 
ephemera... Several hand-written pencil notes reading "War 
dept. 1.30 am. April 15. This evening about 9.30 pm at Ford's the
atre the president while sitting in his private box with Mrs. Lin
coln, Miss Harris and Major Rathbone was shot by an assassin .. ." 
This is housed in an envelope inscribed "The original telegram 
announcing the assassination of Abraham Lincoln President of 
the United States" which is, in turn, housed in a National Savings 
& Trust Co. of Washington, DC envelope. We have no provenance 
relating to this item, although the vendor's father was a well 
respected Fleet Street journalist. Do you have any idea as to how 
we can find out if this is genuine? 

Christopher J. Surfleet 
Senior Auctioneer & Valuer, Moore Allen & Innocent LLP 
Cirencester, ENGLAND 

[Ew.12.r: This is 
likely an original 
worksheet for but 
one of many such 
telegrams that 
emanated from 
Washington on the 
night of President 
Lincoln's assassination. It would be more compelling if it had 
been writlen on a printed telegraph company form, or on a print
ed War Department form, or had been signed by Secretary or War 
Edwin Stanton, or if the intended recipient was known. Howev
er, the outer envelope and the writing paper certainly appear of 
the period and a previous owner thought well-enough of the item 
to secure it in a safe deposit box. It is unlikely that you will ever 
be able to authenticate it with certainty, but common sense and 
familiarity with ephemera or this era lend credence to its gen
uineness. As to value? Better than $1,000 ... not $5,000.J 

++ 
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Rail Splinters 
Come down to the levee ... 

~ For those interested in the other American presi-
~ dent, Lincoln's counterpart in Richmond. Jefferson 
~----------~ Davis, we offer the following 

facts. Unlike Lincoln, Davis 
was elected unopposed. Like 
Lincoln, however, he was 
inaugurated twice. Due to the 
unprecedented events follow
ing secession, Davis was 
appointed Provisional Presi
dent of tbe Confederate 
States by the Confederate 

Jugate portraits of Davis and Stephens Congress and was inaugurat-
as depicted In Harpe(s Weekly. ed in the first capital, Mont-

gomery, AL, in February 1861. 
Pursuant to the Confederate Constitution, a national election 
was held November 6, 1861 in which Davis and Alexander 
Stephens ran unopposed. With the results validated, Davis was 
inaugurated a second time in the new capital, Richmond, on Feb
ruary 22, 1862. Davis took the oath of office in front of the George 
Washington Monument. We often wondered if the Confederates 

TNAtTGtJU.ATfON 

A four-page programme for the Inauguration of 
the now officially elected President and Vice

President, held In Richmond in February 1862. 
This unique souvenir (only copy we've seen!) 

recently surfaced in a Heritage Galleries auction 
selling for over $5,000. 

held an inauguration 
ball on either occasion. 
We have seen no men
tion of it, nor have any 
invitations surfaced. A 
letter to the kind folks 
at the Museum or the 
Confederacy in Rich
mond Gust down the 
block from the Confed
erate White House) 
yielded Lhe following: 
"For Davis's first inau
gural, in Montgomery, 
Lhere were at least two 
levees held afterward. 
at 8 P.M., and preceding 
these there were 'illu
minations' of parts of 
the city and even, 
apparently, some fire
works displays. As the 
general public was 
invited to these levees I 
doubt that there were 
invitations issued. 
Davis attended one 
where he greeted many 
people and shook many 
hands. including those 
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of l:\vo of Abraham Lincoln's sis
ters-in-law. This one seems to 
have been at Estelle Hall, 
whereas later the one at Con
cert HaU did include a dance. 
and went on well past mid
night. After Davis's second 
inaugural in Richmond, there 
was a reception at the Execu
tive Mansion from 8 to 11. 
There must have been a very 
different tone to this one, after 
months of war, and a cold rainy 
nasty day in which Mrs. Davis 
actually left her own husband's 
inauguration ceremony, saying '--------------' 

later that seeing him take the 
oath of office reminded her of a 
'willing victim going to his 

Crowds assemble for the swearing-in 
of the provisional President and Vice

President at Montgomery, AL. 
funeral pyre.'" Lincoln and ----------
Davis apparently spent much time "pressing the flesh" while 
both First Ladies experienced fearful forebodings. Mrs. Lincoln, 
however, was generally not one to leave the scene of a party, 
except when Willie Lincoln took ill. So, if you're searching for 
Confederate inaugural ball invites, you're in a "lost cause." For
tunately. we are able to picture a printed programme for the 1862 
inaugural ceremonies, detailing the sequnce of events, partici
pants, and other protocols. 

~ Kitty Carlisle Hart, 
' star of radio, stage, 
film and television, recently died in 
NYC at the age of 96. Besides being 
married to playright Moss Hart, she 
appeared with the Marx Brothers in 
"A Night at the Opera." So ... not to 
be irreverent... but why are we 
reporting on her passing in this 
journal? She appears to be the last 
person who could say "I knew a 
man who knew Abraham Lincoln.'' 
Her father worked in a haberdashery in Washington, D.C. and 
told Kitty that he had made a sale to President Lincoln during 
the Civil War, no doubt but a young sales clerk at the lime. That 
chance purchase may have been the highlight of his life! 

~ We often marvel at the survival of delicate political 
• banners. 01 course, these pieces were produced in 

the countless thousands. A few survive, but how many are lost 
forever? One spectacular survivor is the Battle of Gettysburg 
cyclorama produced around 1880 by F'rench-born artist Paul 
Philippoteaux. This gentleman came to the U.S. in 1879 and pro
duced at least four verisons of the pivotal Civil War battle in the 
cyclorama format. A recently discovered verison measures 376 
feet long, 22 feet tall and weighs 6 tons. They were displayed 
indoors. typically in conjunction with fairs and expositions, com-

continued next page 
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Splinters, cont. 
plemented by props and naturalistic 
foreground scenery. One such painting 
is currently housed at the Gettysburg 
Visitor's Center. One was cut up and 
the canvas used to make teepees by 
Native Americans. Another example is 
presumed lost. The example referred 
to here was originally displayed in 
Chicago in 1883 and toured the coun
try for 38 years starting with the 
World's Columbian Exposition of 1892. 
It then returned to Chicago and was 
stored in a warehouse until rediscov
ered in 1965. It was donated to Wake
Forest University in Winston-Salem, NC by artist Joseph Wallace 
King. It has now been sold and is available for purchase. We 
don't know the asking price. but considering the enormous costs 
involved with the proper restoration of such pieces (which nor
mally do not hold up well over time) and the logistics of display, 
we assume a seven-figure price tag. And you thought you were 
running out of wall space!! 

~ The discovery of a smoking 

ship." It then ended up in Detroit - and the family now wants it 
back. To that end, they have retained the services of Robert E. 
Goldman, a partner with the Philadelphia firm of Fox Rothschild. 
Goldman specializes in white collar crime and has carved a 
niche in his practice to specialize in "art, antiquities, and collec
tions law, representing individuals, institutions, and countries in 
matters relating to art and cultural property." We cannot claim 
insight on U1e validity of the Bedell family action, but note our dis
covery of something that might have some bearing on the matter. 

In the final installment of selling off the Forbes Family Col
lection at Christie's last month, one Jot merits our coverage. 
While "ubiquitous" might be an appropriate term for the "John 
Boos" letters that are offered in the marketplace, some are a lit
tle more special. We have reported in the past on the Boos let
ters - some 10,000 pieces from people who knew, saw, encoun
tered Abe. One letter to Boos found its way into the collection of 
Malcolm Forbes. Written in an unknown hand but signed by 
Grace Bedell very late in her life, January 24, 1934, it relates the 
story of how she came to write to candidate Lincoln in 1860. The 
85-year old Bedell also wrote of meeting the President-elect on 

his brief stopover to her hometown of Westfield, NY. After 
Lincoln requested a meeting with Grace, " ... a man. a friend of 
my family, took me and the crowd parted to let us through. 
They lifted me onto the platform and Mr. Lincoln took me by 
the hand and said 'You see, Grace. l let the whiskers grow for 
you.' Then he kissed me. That is all. I was so frightened and 
excited that I knew not what to do. I had a bouquet of flow
ers in my hand which I had intended giving to him but I still 
had the sterns in my hand when I arrived at home." At the 
conclusion of the letter to Boos, she passes a comment of 
note: she advises Boos that •·1 have no extra copy of my let
ter to Mr. Lincoln but I think you might get one or find where 
to get one by writing Mr. George A. Donders (sic) ... Mr. Don-
ders has the original letter which I wrote to Mr. Lincoln ... " 

gun? As reported back in 
our Winter/Spring 2004 journal, Duane 
Billings is seeking the return of the 
famous letter written to Lincoln suggest
ing the President-elect grow a beard; the 
missive penned by Billings's great grand
mother Grace BedeU. The family claims 
the letter is their rightful property and no 
legal transfer of ownership ever took 
place. To rentind you ... there are two 
separate letters tied to this story, one not 
to be confused with the other. There is 
Grace Bedell's letter to Abe and then his 
reply to the little girl. Of course Grace 
would have had possession of Lincoln's 

Grace Bedell Billings with her three 
grandchildren. The son of the child at 
far right has retained counsel to sue 

the Detrott Public Library. 

This would suggest an acknowledgement of ownership ... at 
least this is how we read the remark. By the way, the letter 
to John Boos in 1934, signed by 
Grace Bedell, sold for $13,200 in ,---------

letter addressed to her. The family readi- ---------- the May Christie's auction. 

I 
ly acknowledges they sold it back in the 
1960s. (fhat letter went from Charles "Bud" Hantilton to the 111m 
producer David L. Wolper for $20,000; in the 1990s, it was sold by 
Las Vegas autograph dealer Todd Axelrod to a private California 
collector.) As to Grace's letter to the President-elect, well ... it 
certainly would have remained in possession of the Lincoln fam
ily with no presumption of Bedell getting it back. That letter is 
now "owned" by the Detroit Public Library, housed in their Bur
ton Historical Collection. It was donated - along with numerous 
other papers - by Michigan Congressman George A. Dondero 
(1883-1968), a profound Lincoln collector. In a speech on Lincoln 
that Dondero delivered to school and civic groups, while dis
playing the Bedell Jetter, he detailed that he obtained it directly 
from Mary Harlan Lincoln. As to Bedell getting her letter back, 
the family claims that Dondero returned it to Grace to be "mar
ried together" with Lincoln's reply ... that he wanted both pieces 
of correspondence to remain with one another throughout his
tory. The family claims that at one point Dondero "borrowed" it 
back and simply refused to return the letter. They argue that 
Grace BedeU Billings never "voluntarily relinquished owner-

~ Lincoln's last law partner, 
- - William H. Herndon, not 

only interviewed acquaintances of 
Lincoln after the assassination, but 
collected artifacts related to his 
research. In fact, he was in a position 
of privilege in that respect and, 
because of his connection with Lin
coln, received special consideration 
from his correspondents. Some of 
the material he amassed is con
tained in the Herndon-Weik Collec
tion in the Library of Congress, pur
chased in 1941. The books referred 
to in these two letters apparently are 
not-we are unaware of their current 
location. In September 1865, David 
Turnham issued a followup letter 
after a visit from Herndon. Turnham 
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was Constable of Pigeon Creek, Indiana when young Abe Lincoln 
lived there. Lincoln supposedly came to Turnham's residence 
and was permitted to read the constable's copy of "The Revised 
Statutes of Indiana" - likely the first law book he ever read. The 
first letter reads: "Sir, after you left my house I found a law Book 
I supose the first law book that Lincoln ever saw. I was acting con
stable at that time is the way I got the book in my possession. The 
way I hapened to find it - I was hunting for two books that Lin
coln used to read a great deal while at my house .. They titled 
Scots lessons & Sinbad the Sailor those two I could not find." A 
month later, Turnham writes again: "I received your favor and 
was glad to hear of your good health, after you left my house I 
remembered having brought with me to this County two books 
which Mr Lincoln read frequently. one was Sinbad the Sailor, the 
other was Entitled Scoch lessons. I thought I could find a part of 
the latter, and in serching for that, I found an old Law book that I 
had when Abe and I were associates and he would Come to my 
house and set and read it, and I think it was the first lawbook he 
ever saw. thinking it might be of some intrest to you I got my son 
to write a few lines and take it and the book to you, expecting he 
would find you at Gentryville but when he got there Mr Grigsby 
told him you had started home sick, but he (Mr Grigsby) would 
send them to you by expres and I suppose you will git it. I have 
no other information that you wish, but if I should come in pos
session of any I will forward it... please if you git that book write 
me word." It's not exactly certain which book Turnham located 
and forwarded to Herndon. Did he ever "git" it and who "got" it 
now? Also. how reliable were the reminiscences? Turnham and 
the young Lincoln were hardly "associates" in the modern sense. 
r;,,,;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;i;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~ But, there's probably a large 

ADVERTrSEMENTS. kernel of truth to the story. 

"With Malice toward None, with 
Charity for All," 

.F.nu Aauia..i, ltoa 
111).0ollJ potte9 • ('RJ>1 or 
Borger'• now-But of 
ABB.ARAJl lill!ICOLIII. 

,~t::.:r1rt~:::,~; 
bwl: prqdac.d, ID CNl'f' to 
pta.ct, wWlla ,ht rflllTb q( •U 
cl~ a mllal,1e nu,ml!IIKO 
&J th•~ l11111Jt 1;1t Llb-

'"'at. dm tr. 1n,1.., bl1b), 
,10; bm:.i'&ndpacud,SU. 

Al•Afonitiu.if,O,. 
ScnaD 1.t.w,$!L 
No ehlirg,o WJ..a:ing U.t 

two am:illfir ■l:t.CS. 

Canu ct• \1,lW, by JD:u:-;;..s-,ld. CII nafpi ~- dL 

As OCll' O\"~ are al.ru,,l7 ffr7 !UllDlftlllli tbr all ..... 
of t"t. ,plea-did Yad of &rt,.,. W'Ollld l'\1ftOI" a.a tf..111' 
&Jl[lllcalklau~t.o&'Nlldd..la.~torUlaJ. 

•.' All Gl"don ftlecl •44 auppl.lieJ la. I.ho <ONff of l.belr 
,-!pi. AddrM 

• BERENDSOHN BROTHERS, 
103 Beekman St., Now York. 

Wanted: Articles, photographs, features, 
letters ... in short, contributions of mate
rial for The Rail Splitter. This is a mem
ber-driven publication. Please consider 
writing a short piece or sending us a 
photograph with details on a recent 
fi.nd. We need your help to keep this 
journal informative and interesting! 
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Abraham Lincoln Book Shop, Inc. 
Since 1938, Specialists In 

f5 Lincolniana and The Civil War 

f5 U.S. Presidents 

f5 U.S. Military History and 
U.S. Political History 

f5 Books (new, out-of-print, rare) 

f5 Autographs, Manuscripts, Documents 

f5 Photographs, Prints, Paintings, 
Sculpture, Campaign Items 

Visit Our Web Sile: 
<www.ALincolnBookShop.com> 

Recently Updated 
The Site includes a Fine Selection of 

Lincoln, Civil War and 
Presidential Items. 

Convenient and Secure 
Credit Card Ordering 

Use the Essential Lincoln Book Shelf 
to guide you in your choice 

of Lincoln books. 

We Constantly Seek: 
Quality Items 

for Purchase or Consignment. Especially 
interested in Autographs, Books, Campaign 

Memorabilia, Ephemera, Paintings, 
Photographs, Prints. and Sculpture. 

Please fax or send copies 
and brief descriptions. 

Catalogs Available-Inquiries Invited 

~~ 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

BOOK SHOP, INC. 
1blnlt of Us as Uncqln's 0,lcago Adib'ffl 

357 West Chicago Avenue • Chicago. Illinois 60610 
312.944.3085 • Fax 312.944.5549 
www.Al.incolnBookShop.com 



~notber ~ ea jftnb! N
ew York has been the publishing capital of America since the 
early days of the Republic. Subordinate to Boston in music 
publishing, but predominant in books, newspapers, periodi

cals and lithography. As with newspapers, many book publishers of the Civil War period had a political bias - Democratic or Republi
can, pro--administration or copperhead. The most prolific paperback publishers were Beadle and Co. and 
T. R. Dawley. During election years, biographies were issued for all potential or actual candidates, describ
ing thelr "life and public services." In-between election cylces, biographies were issued for military heroes. 
In 1864, T. R. Dawley published this biography of Gen. Wm. T. Sherman, then acheiving great success in 
his "march to the sea," the climax of wWch would do much to ensure Lincoln's re-election. The inside 
cover advertises Dawley's "Old Abe's Jokes," characterized as a "rare book" (prescient, indeed!!). It shows 
"Old Abe without his whiskers" even though the actual edtion of this book had a bearded portrait of the 
F=3!!1!!.1;:i;~;::;;;::;::::;r,::;;:;;=:::;:::=!'llll!'ia;=~:IIIW President on the cover. The back cover lists a series of 

-r "war novels" loosely based on Union and Confederate 
generals and admirals. These were sold for 25--cents 
postpaid, whereas Beadle sold their wartime novels for 
10-cents - the origin of tbe "dime novel" developed into 
a popular genre by Ned Buntline during and after the 
War. This previously unseen biography in pictorial 
wraps has a lot to offer collectors interested In the Civil 
War, Abraham Lincoln, presidential politics and Ameri-
can popular literature. One of our members found this - •· - - - ... ...:..._ 
sitting on a table at the Gettysburg Civil War show last 
July for less than $100. A great deal indeed! And, Rail Splitters Dave and Janice Frent 
shared with us the fun association piece pictured at left. It is a platform ticket to the 

= ........... - ............... --.JIS=i:::=======:::I Cooper Institute printed in blue ink. lt was issued by the Young Men's Republican 
Union in connection with a speech they were sponsoring, to be given by Charles Sumner November 27, 1861 on "The Rebellion, Its Ori
gin and Mainspring." The ticket entitled the holder, William P. Lyon, to sit on the platform with other dignitaries, and is signed by 

.....,,.....,.,----- Cephas Brainerd, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Y.M.R.U. This organization was appar
----. enlly quite active. Their most ambitious project was securing Abraham Lin

coln as their guest speaker on February 27, 1860, at which time the presi
dential hopeful delivered his electrifying Cooper Union Address. That address 
was published in five editions, including a deluxe version with coated cov
ers, to which Mr. Brainerd inscribed his name. We were unable to source any 
additional information on the identity of William P. Lyon. He may have been 
a newspaper reporter or someone in the military. The back of the card 
reveals the likelihood this ephemeral rarity was printed by one of the stock 
printers that issued private scrip and financial paper. 

In the next l&Bae of The Rall Splltter, slaoe lalJII and aatler carrency In the Cioll War. 
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