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THE ASSASSIN'S SONG ... OR, OUR BRUTUS. 
Kevin Lynch 

Hopity Kickety- High and Low, A Regular Cure. This was 
the piece of sheet music that opened the portal to 

John Wilkes Booth, Laura Keene and Abraham Lincoln. 
This started me following a thread of American musical 
lore that led to what noted Lincoln historian David Rankin 
Barbee called "the greatest incident in American Wstory." 
My search culminated with an extraordinary musical pub
lication, one of the many significant rarities in American 

popular music, and one of the more shocking and perplexing stories in the 
annals of American publication. 

Hopity•Kickity ... it was an odd piece of sheet music I had collected, something found and 
purchased, perused and wondered at over the years. Published in 1856, the sheet music had 
a colored lithographic illustration on the front of Frank Drew, who apparently sang the song 
in a show presented at both the Philadelphia Academy of Music and the city's Arch St. The
atre. The actor was costumed in a red striped clown outfit with a dunce hat. It mystified me 
for several years and one day I simply stopped wondering and began searching. 

Frank Drew, an actor who specialized in cross-dressing roles, was an uncle to John 
Drew, Jr. and a member of one of the most famous of 19th century American theatre fami
lies, the Drews. Matriarch Louisa Drew was an excellent actress and artistic overseer at the 
Arch St. Theatre in Philadelphia and was a fine manager as well, keeping the theatre's doors 
opened until 1892. It was John Drew who introduced Maurice Barrymore to his sister and 
thus began the linking of the Drews and the Barrymores, with the Barrymore line alive 
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Our Brutus, Armand E. Blackmar 
composer/publisher, "words from the La 
Crosse Democrat," lithographer uncertain, 
1868. Likely intended for wide distribution, 

none known outside Washington, D.C. 

THE CHRONICLE JUNIOR: CFJ..EBRATING 111E RE-ELECTION OF 111E "APOSTLE OF PEACE." 

Max Rosales 

I t is said that we live in the age of information; the advent of the internet satisfying our crav
ings for relevant content instantaneously. But who is to say that the 19th century did not pro
vide the same immediate gratification? On March 
4th, 1865, John W. Forney provided a glimpse into 

the future when he applied his publishing and print
ing skills to the Chronicle Junior - a program and • 
keepsake printed from the back of a wagon pulled in 
the procession during Lincoln's second inaugural 
parade! The Chronicle Junior includes a poem dedi
cated to Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson, an 
article discussing the turbulent times of the Civil War, • 
and the inauguration's official schedule. 

On inauguration day, March 4, 1865, tens of thou
sands oi spectators gathered to hear Lincoln's inau
guration speech. Standing in a sea of thick mud due 

'------'--'-''--'-------~ to weeks of wet weather, they filled Pennsylvania 
A rare 1865 inaugural souvenir on silk. Avenue with great anticipation. Amongst the crowd 
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From the Publisher 
"If a man is scared when he writes, 
I can detect it - when I see what he writes." 

(A. Lincoln to William Schouler, August 28, 1848.) 

If we use this forum as a venue to share insight, we must never 
shy from that challenge. In some instances this will be uplift
ing; other times disconcerting. But it is not our place to filter 
what is presented. All we can strive for is accuracy and stick 

to the agenda: inform, entertain, illuminate. We promise this will 
not be a platform diminished by personal bias nor tempered by 
political correctness. As Lincoln counseled, we cannot allow our
selves to be "scared" from writing on issues of import - like Abe, 
we suspect you would "detect it." 

And ... this is where I get stuck. You were no doubt impressed 
by the preceding paragraph ... the "set-up" to this column. Cer
tainly quite profound. Trust me, to get this far was tortuous and 
explains why this issue is so late. 

We corral everything required for each journal - articles, 
scans, features - in a timely manner. Then everything grinds to a 
halt when energies to compose "From the Publisher" remarks 
wane. I start the effort by reading through collections of Lincoln 
quotes seeking a gem ... a "hook." In short order I source an Inspi
rational utterance to become the impetus for pithy commentary. 
I then launch into some rant - usually an esoteric point I feel com
pelled to make at your expense. Some play better than others. 

In my undergraduate years at Vassar, I competed on the 
debate team. (Sadly, I wasn't "recruited" lor athletic prowess!) 
When given an extemporaneous topic which left me speechless, 
I would pull out hackneyed phrases giving my brain time to for
mulate some point to make. I would nimbly reflect on the "grav
ity of the situation" with "dire consequences resulting from any 
deviation to the norm" while cogitating on the issue assigned 
three minutes earlier: "Resolved: No man is an island." In match
es we lost, and there were many, my debate partner would invari
ably say "Jon - you really chewed your tongue up there!" l often 
feel this is still the case; here using the written word. This is par
ticularly true in the shadow cast by our most articulate president. 

The first rule to composing an essay is: tell them what you 
are going to say; say it; tell them what you said. I like to use a Lin
coln quote to set my direction, then make my point, and con
clude by reflecting on my "brilliance." Sometimes it comes 
together, sometimes it just sits like a side-order of coleslaw. l 
usually pivot in these pages from decrying various evils to prais
ing the !l.!2.!ill.m'. of our passion. 1 pontificate about minutiae ... all 
in the hope it reads well and makes sense. No delusions these 
diatribes retain much "shelf-life." (Our friend, Curtis, does, how
ever, inform me that he keeps back-issues as bathroom reading 
material.) Beyond that, I have no expectations. Still, l like to con
sider myself a wordsmith crafting Interesting prose. None of this 
comes with ease. It Is a laborious edit, re-edit, effort. (I recall 
William F. Buckley stating he never edited his columns; he wrote 
them and sent them in. God, I am envious of such discipline mar
ried to talent and ability.) For me this takes time and can change 
with a single telephone conversation. 

A friend and fellow Rail Splitter, Dean, and I were talking 
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recently about an upcoming auction. He asked my opinion on a 
specific lot. We confer with one another on "worthy" items for 
our respective collections. He started to ask me about the piece 
acknowledging it was likely "outside my ken." ~What?!?" [Ken. 
Noun from Dutch/German. meaning one's range of knowledge or 
sight.] Wow! What a great addition to my meager lexicon! And, 
once again, 1 was thrown oH track composing this column. I now 
had to come up with a clever way to work my new word into this 
essay without It looking contrived. But then I began to worry ... 
perhaps· "ken" was Just too arcane ... a word screaming out that I 
wanted to show off a superior vocabulary. That's all it took to 
upset the obsessive-compulsive apple-<:art once again! 

As difficult as I find this simple article, I am once again 
brought back to Lincoln. There has never been an executive who 
wrote with such elegance, such poetic cadence - and I assume 
with such ease. He never had an editor rewrite his voice. His 
writings reveal extensive deliberation with emendations, correc
tions, changes in most of his major addresses. The one that was 
delivered at Gettysburg went through several drafts with final 
additions made at the very last moment. Yes ... a number of his 
more important speeches were reviewed by others. His First 
Inaugural Address, for example, included numerous alterations 
solicited from Secretary of State William Seward. But, in just 
about every instance, these were technical changes; suggestions 
related to content and not style or phrasing. The man was a 
genius; he knew how to create a passage that resonated ... that 
would stick in your mind. John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James 
Madison, Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson - in the history 
of the American presidency there have been quite a few authors 
of consequence. But Abe Lincoln remains in a league of his own. 

In his career on the law circuit, Lincoln's partners left him to 
draft the majority of legal briefs. Not just because he knew how 
to pen logical arguments germane to a case. He really could 
"churn it out." The man was prolific. Empowered by the written 
word, Abraham Lincoln was a giant with language. The late 
Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. once told me that he took a red pen to Lin
coln's five most celebrated works. Schlesinger was a brilliant his
torian, engaging author, and a virtuoso as an editor. He found 
himself unable to make fillX changes of note ... the works could 
simply not be improved upon. (By contrast, Schlesinger allowed 
me to pen a simple, two-page essay published in his two-volume 
work Running for President. 1 spent weeks on the piece embrac
ing comments from everyone I could cajole Into taking a look -
including several professional authors and English professors. 
When my submitted draft was returned with Schlesinger's 
changes, it looked like a road-map to Poughkeepsie! And damn If 
they weren't all on-target!) 

I readily concede I can never "measure up" to the bar set by 
our protagonist. I can, however, promise to adhere to his admo
nition: no fear will ever be found in our work. (Just some trepi
dation having to write the next "From the Publisher.") 

A lot has happened in the world of Lincolniana since we last 
got together. There is now a year until the Bicentennial celebra
tion - individual state commissions are preparing events, 
exhibits, programs of every nature. But separate and aside lrom 
these, there seems to be so many more Lincolnisms afoot. New 
venues, new historical discoveries, and news on a daily basis. 
Lincoln is more topical than ever before. Appropriately so. As 



------------------ THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

the nation rolls into the quadrennial national contest, fights in a divisive war, wrestles with social Issues testing national compassion, 
the multi-faceted man who lived 150 years ago is as relevant as ever. 

This issue marks the start of our thirteenth year. Unlike Lincoln - who opined in several missives "I was always superstitious" -
we do not suffer from triskaidekaphobia (fear of the number 13). Once again ... no ·fear" in these pages. Just joy. ~ 

7,,_;d----

F r Om the Edit Or process. A "demanding beast", it thrives on a steady diet of new 

"It is better to understand a little, than to 
misunderstand a lot." 

(Miss Aldrich, Sixth-grade Algebra Teacher.) 

A 
s members of a modern society, we are subject to a lot of 
stimuli and a flood of informatlon. We can "tune it out" if 
we choose to. Read less, watch less, spend less time on 
the internet. Not everyone is willing or able to keep 
abreast of the constant stream. And, what one person 
finds "necessary and useful" lacks allure and meaning for 

others. ln a tree society, each person finds their own path to hap
piness, using the tools at their disposal or not, as the case may be. 

For thirteen "fortunate" years, we have been publishing our 
journal. We take our "personal" viewpoint as collectors (what we 
observe and find interesting), stir in the perspectives and com
mentaries of co-hobbyists, and produce a "collective experi
ence." The result is subject to revision, emendation, praise and 
criticism. The process is a "two-way street." We require not only 
your support as subscribers, but your commentary and input. 
While consensus is not the goal, discernment is ("enlightened" 
self-interest as it is otherwise .known). We like to think we have 
learned more personally through this process, and benefitted 
more than most. The published information is, hopefully, not 
only educational, but a useful tool to be referred to like entries 
in an encyclopedia. Pieced together with other bits of the infor
mation puzzle, it can lead to that modest goal of my esteemed 
grammar school instructor; namely, to possess a "llttle" under
standing. 

Prior to beginning operations, as an example, we were total
ly unaware of the vast amount of pseudo Lincoln campaign mate
rial (reenactment or commemorative) that was produced in the 
decades after his assassination. With additional information at 
hand, we have been forced to alter our attributions and corre
sponding valuation for many objects. Like Wall Street traders, we 
have tracked many items as they have traded hands in the mar
ketplace - searching for opportunities, discerning trends, fer
reting out obfuscation or fraud. A case-in-point is the recent 
"non-sale" of a Lincoln ax on eBay, as reported in the current 
issue. In keeping with our theme, we live in the "information age" 
and the material we present (the "Lincoln Highway" we'll call it) 
is just one extension of lhe "Information Highway." Not everyone 
chooses to travel that road, and those who do travel at different 
rates of speed with different destinations. Reaching one's goal 
relies on access and utilization of accurate information and facts. 
Remember what happened to the Donner Party when they relied 
on a faulty travel guide! 

We recently viewed a PBS documentary on Andrew Jackson 
which we found particularly worthwhile. It seemed totally Impar
tial, fully accurate, and presented all aspects of U1e Jackson pres
idency, both favorable and not. Such a treatment would have 
been impossible a few decades ago. History is an evolving 

3 

information supplied from a variety of sources. Writing history 
requires getting the facts straight, no matter how long it takes!! 
In reading the many Lincoln books recently published, we notice 
a trend towards solid scholarship, objectivity, and balance. The 
agendas and legends of the past have been set aside to concen
trate on presentation of solid, documented facts. The truth may 
come in shades of gray and may, like a line of perspective on lhe 
horizon, be unreachable. Yet, we are sure the Lincoln legacy will 
only be advanced by the process of seeking that elusive truth. 

In this election year, with candidates left & right trying to 
assume the mantle of Lincoln, please look beyond the bombast 
and consider some important events in the Lincoln calendar. 
There's just a year until the Bicentennial celebration. If the oppor
tunity presents itself, please share your interest in Lincoln col
lecting with members of the public, whether through exhibits, live 
presentations or media interviews. It is our job to communicate 
this passion to the next generation and 
pass it on to those who follow our lead! ~ ~~ 

Recently we enjoyed a visit to an impressive new Lincoln site that 
helps kids and scholars alike feel the presence of the great man: the 
Lincoln summer cottage on the grounds of the Soldiers' Home in 
Washington. The house served as the 19th-century "Camp David", 

used to escape oppressive heat surrounding the White House In the 
summer months. Although just three miles from the Capitol, the 
grounds rest atop one of Washington's highest points and are cooled by 
breezes absent from the stifling flatlands. Abe, Mary, and little Tad spent 
almost a quarter of their total time in Washington here. After an eight
year, $15 million renovation, the 34-room Gothic revival mansion wlil 
now be open to the public. The cottage is on the campus of the Armed 
Forces Retirement Home (the Soldiers' Home), sitting on 272 acres, and 
still is home to retired members of the military. Here Lincoln wrote an 
early draft of the Emancipation Proclamation. He often visited with 
wounded soldiers while Tad climbed trees and played about the 
grounds. The President commuted back and forth from this refuge by 
horseback or carriage on a dally basis for months at a time. (In tact, it 
was during one of these trips that a sniper's rifle shot barely missed Its 
target shooting the President's hat from his head.) The most impressive 
component of this new site Is the visitor's center and state-of-the art 
education building. This addition to the sizable list of Lincoln sites will 
only reinforce new levels of enlightenment and esteem ... and, we hope, 
give birth to some new collectors! 
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Our Brutus, cont. 
today with film actress Drew Barrymore, 
who takes the name of both great acting 
families, "a stem from that victorious 
stock" (Shakespeare). 

What arrested me in my search and 
drew me deeper into the great drama of 
April 1865, Lincoln's assassination at 
Ford's Theatre In Washington O.C., was a 
note I discovered about a production of 
"Macbeth" in Philadelphia in 1863. It was 
a cast list from the Arch St. Theatre with 
Frank Drew featured as Second Witch and 
Louisa taking the part of Lady Macbeth. 
Her casting of the king was significant -
John Wilkes Booth. It was the final year of 
performing for this famous and beloved 
actor known for his great passion and 
phosphorescent performances. He was 
also the brother of Edwin Booth, who was 
to become the most famous Hamlet of the 
age. There were members of two great 
acting families coiled on a stage, 100 
years in advance of President Kennedy's 
assassination, grappling with one of 
Shakespeare's great tragedies, a play 
about a man who killed a king. It is said 
that John Wilkes had a 12 or 14-foot ver
tical drop as Macbeth at the beginning of 
the play. This would have been a difficult 
jump for an actor but one that may have 
given him the idea for escaping Ford's 
Theatre after shooting Lincoln. The 
ironies are striking. 

The Booth acting family holds a 
place in theatre lore both famed and infa
mous. To begin with, the father, Junius 
Brutus, was named after the Roman sena
tor who was the founder of the Roman 
Republic, Lucius Junius Brutus. Marcus 
Junius Brutus, one of the senators who 
killed Caesar, was also named after this 
man. Junius' father Richard Booth, aware 
of Roman history, was a lawyer who 
believed in "Wilkes and Liberty", refer
ring to John Wilkes, a strong activist and 
leading advocate of free speech in Eng
land. In fact, Elizabeth Wilkes, Richard's 
mother, was a relative of the demagogue 
who was also known as "Wilkes the Agi
tator." Junius Booth named his son John 
Wilkes after this famous English orator. 
The father Junius and his sons were 
placed in history first by their names and 
associations, later by their fates. 

Junius was British-born and cut his 
theatrical teeth in the shadow of a lion of 
the English stage, the great Shakespeare
an actor Edmund Kean. ladeed, he quick
ly became Kean's rival, fashioning a 

career on two continents that was ten 
years longer than that of Kean and four 
years beyond the length of famed thespi
an David Garrick's. Junius was an actor of 
great voice and stature, known in both 
England and America for his phosphores
cent performances. 

Junius named the elder son, Edwin, 
after the great Edwin Forrest, one of the 
most famous of Shakespearean· actors in 
America during the first half of the 19th 
century, a man Junius had acted with and 

laura Keene Schottisch, Thomas Baker com
poser. (Firth, Pond publisher, Sarony and Co. 
lithographers, copyright 1856.) Keene was a 

star and Impresario for many years before the 
night of April 15, 1865. Thomas Baker Is best 

known for music in the production of The Black 
Crook, credited as the first modem musical and 
New York's first theatrical "blockbuster." (1866) 

revered. The youngest son, Junius Jr., 
who also acted and took the father's 
name, was typically called June. 

There was one night, and one only, 
when all three sons took the stage togeth
er. It was the year following the Philadel
phia production of "Macbeth" when the 
three brothers joined up for a memorable 
production of "Julius Caesar," a benefit to 
help with the financing of the Shake
speare statue in Central Park (New York). 
A single evening's performance on 
November 25, 1864, it was held at the 
famed Winter Garden Theatre and was a 
complete success, all 2,000 tickets being 
sold rapidly. Edwin played Brutus and 
John Wilkes took the role of Marc Antony. 
The only disturbance came when firemen 
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rushed into the lobby shouting, "Fire! 
Fire!" The blaze, which was quickly extin
guished, erupted at the hotel next door 
to the theatre, one of a dozen blazes at 
hotels and public gathering places that 
night that were thought to be set by Con
federate agents who wanted to turn citi
zens against the government's policies In 
the conduct of the war. The alarm was a 
forerunner to the fire that did burn down 
the Winter Garden three years later. 
Among the valuables destroyed then 
were $40,000 worth of Edwin Booth's cos
tumes and personal affects. Booth was 
part-owner of the theatre at the time. 

Perhaps John, who enthusiastically 
supported the idea of the brothers per• 
forming in "Julius Caesar," cottoned to 
the thought of performing in a play about 
the assassination of a ruler who had 
assumed tyrannical authority. Wilkes 
Booth, an ardent Southern sympathizer 
from the beginning of the war, held that 
opinion about Lincoln. Like Hamlet, who, 
In a play within the play, has the Player 
King and his troupe act out a murder to 
arouse Claudius, who is in the audience, 
perhaps Booth wanted to plant a seed of 
Insurrection in the minds of some that 
night at the Winter Garden. It is ironic 
that when Edwin Booth returned to the 
stage in January of 1866, following his 
seclusion after his brother's heinous act, 
the New York Herald asked, "Is the assas
sination of Caesar to be performed? Will 
Booth appear as the assassin of Caesar? 
That would be, perhaps, the most suit
able character." Bad blood lingered in the 
North with the name of Booth, though 
Edwin had been an advocate of the Union 
all along. 

Edwin achieved a rank unsurpassed 
during the century by those laurelled for 
their performances in the bard's plays. 
Edwin Booth played Hamlet on numerous 
occasions in many towns and was not 
only considered by many the greatest 
Hamlet of the age but impressed to such 
a great extent In the greatest of all roles 
in the English language that some who 
saw his work said simply, "he WAS Ham
let for us. You could not imagine or place 
another in the role." A Manhattan statue 
of the man, in Gramercy Park, serves as a 
lasting tribute. 

Edwin's talent was clear at an early 
age. Joining father Junius in a tour of Cal
ifornia in 1852, partially to just be present 
and keep the father from drink, Edwin 
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slowly made his mark with Sacramento 
and San Francisco audiences, finally tour
ing in Australia in 1854 with actress Laura 
Keene. The Booths had crossed the coun
try 13 years before John Wilkes crossed 
the street from the Washington pub that 
April night in 1865, liquor in his head and 
a derringer in his pocket. Intoxication, in 
fact, connects the killing all the way back 
to the Arabic origin of the word assassi
nation, which is "hashshashin." The orig
inal assassins were eaters of hashish and 
emissaries of a famous sheikh during the 
Crusades, who intoxicated themselves 
before attempting murder (E. Weekley). 

British-born Laura Keene, whose fate 
was significant in this drama, was a mem
orable persona of the American stage. 
She made a lasting mark for women and 
most specifically women in the theatre. 
Laura was the first woman to own and 
operate a Broadway theatre and have her 
name on the marquee, the Laura Keene 
Theatre, opening in 1856. At a time in 
middle 19th century when women were 
rising, Laura had ascended to a rare pin
nacle in the theatrical world. She was 
playing the lead in "Our American 
Cousin," a role she was famous for, in the 
play Lincoln had come to watch, and was 
downstairs in her dressing room at Ford's 
Theatre when the shot rang out. Keene 
had opened the astonishingly successful 
play in New York in 1858 and that pro
duction, with its multiple extensions, 
became the first tong-run in modern the
atre history. 

Laura Keene had her own famous 
liaisons. Early in her career she had 
worked with Madame Vestris, famed 
British actress, who had been the first 
woman lessee of a theatre in 1831 at the 
Olympic Theatre in London. Vestris is 
credited for developing the first box set 
with ceiling and was noted for a natural 
artistic style as singer and actress and a 
realistic eye in costuming and set design. 

One more individual needs mention
ing, the orchestra leader at Ford's The
atre that night, Mr. William Withers. The 
worlds of music and theatre were dis
tinctly to be joined in the performance 
that evenlng in the presence of the Presi
dent. William Withers had written a song, 
'Honor to our Soldiers', in honor of the 
event and Ms. Keane was to sing it. 
Apparently, due to the anxiety of singing 
in front of the President, she refused to 
sing at the end of the play's first act, 

when it was scheduled, and communicat
ed through the stage managers to the 
bothered and bewildered Withers that 
she would tack.le the job at the conclu
sion of the evening's performance. Per
haps she could have Invoked Euterpe, 
muse of music, to steel her nerves. Need
less to say, that moment never arrived. 

The distraught Mr. Withers, who bad 
run into John Wilkes Booth at the pub 
across the street earlier in the evening, 
was perhaps heading Keene's way in the 
cramped and narrow corridor backstage 
when he was passed by Booth a moment 
after the bloody deed was done. Booth, 
wild with rage and reeling with pain from 
an ankle severely sprained by the jump 
from Lincoln's box (he later broke a bone 
in his leg when his horse fell during the 
escape), slashed William with his knlfe. 
The scar It produced would later be 
shown to friends and acquaintances and 
would literally "mark his time upon the 
stage" ("Macbeth"). His song, in honor of 
the event, is not known to have been pub
lished. 

The Sheet 

While spending over two days view
ing the amazing collectlon of Mr. X, a gen
tleman who prefers anonymity here, my 
dazzled eyes were mesmerized by the 
items of lithographic art parading by in 
front of me. Granted, these are eyes more 
used to the tepid weekly offerings on 
eBay or the standard lack of prominent 
music material found at a typical book
seller's convention. Yet these were items 
of significant worth and wicked scarcity, 
of historic Interest and national concern, 
examples of artistic power and graphic 
artistry. In point of reference regarding 
scarcity, the greatest rarities have to be 
the examples that are known to be pub
lished but not known to exist. But beyond 
those impossible items, any single digit 
scarcity, a collectible where less than ten 
are known to exist, demands significant 
consideration. 

Soon the time arrived for displaying 
one of the most astonishing pieces in the 
collection, which itself may be one of the 
three greatest sources of 19th century 
illustrated American music in private 
hands. When I first looked at the litbo 
adorning the title page I couldn't place it 
in memory. The title, Our Brutus, brought 
up images of Caesar and Shakespeare, 

s 

but nothing specific. The words, the 
music front announced, were from the La 
Crosse Democrat with the music by E. 8. 
Armand, the music being published by 
A.E. Blackmar in New Orleans. And again, 
I had no particular associations to go on 
except knowing that Armand was the first 
name of -publisher Blackmar. With a twin
kle in bis eye, Mr. X pronounced the name 
of Booth and explained It was one of per
haps only two copies known to exist. 

Our Brutus was a paean to John 
Wilkes Booth, published three years after 
the assassination, lionizing the man. It was 
both pro-Booth and pro-assassination. 

Being collectors, of course. the extra
ordlnary drama of viewing such a great 
rarity can outweigh any relationship to a 
cause. Neither of us would espouse the 
publishing of such a piece. What 
astounds is the realization that one is 
standing in a moment of time where both 
great history and great scarcity are 
beheld. It takes the breath. 

The song was written at a time, as its 
prologue states, "when it was proposed 
to bury its illustrious subject (Booth) in 
the ocean, so that no trace of his resting 
place could be found by those who might 
wish to honor his remains." The song 
responded with these stanzas: 

He hath written his name in letters of flame 
O'er the archway of liberty's portal, 
And the serfs that now blame shall crimson 

with shame 
When they learn they have cursed an 

immortal! 
He hath died tor the weal of a land 'neath 

the heel 
Of too many a merciless Nero; 
But while there is steel, every tyrant shall feel 
That God's vengeance but waiteth its hero. 

Though for many years only a single 
copy of the song was known to exist, at 
the current time we know of at least four 
copies extant, complete with music. The 
Lincoln Memorial University's Lincoln 
Library and Museum, in Harrogate, Ten
nessee, claimed for many years it had the 
only copy. Indeed, its press magazine 
stated in the fall of 1977 that the printing 
plates were seized by the Federal govern
ment, "but not before one copy was print
ed." Obviously, this was in error. It was no 
doubt exciting to think that it was possi
ble, and when no other copies turned up 
after so many years it must have seemed 
plausible. But like other areas of antique 

continued next page 
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Washington, D.C. Given the nature of the 
piece, it comes as no surprise that it was 
never sent. When it came to the attention 
of the LC In 1951 that the music existed, a 
facsimile copy was requisitioned. The 
valuable David Rankin Barbee Papers at 
Georgetown University have the LC 
ordering document, and Barbee appar
ently made the copy from his own fac
simile a year later. "We give you where
with our formal order for the following," 
the LC requisition states. 

For whatever reason, the LC's copy 
is a negative print, where light is 
shadow and shadow light. It's 
spooky. Odd, too, is the LC pur
chase order, which fails to list the 
vendor (Barbee). The fourth com
plete and original copy of Our Bru
tus lies in my home state of Wash
ington in Washington State Univer-

copy, which is alluded to in Gimelson's 
sale and I quote directly from their cata
logue: "This piece was published by 
Blackmar from private subscription and 
was meant for circulation in Washington 
D.c.~ This, then, explained the store-sell
er's stamp on their copy. Mr. X's copy has 
this stamp and Is likely the copy sold by 
Glmelson, who states today that noted 
collector Emmanuel Kean believed all 
copies were destined for Washington dis
tribution (Manny Kean, oddly, is the third 
Kean/Keene to find their way into lhis 
article). Why, though, would only one 
copy of the music have a store-seller's 
stamp? Were others sold from non-music 
venues? Certainly, word would have got
ten out rapidly that the music was being 
marketed just minutes from the Capitol 
and action would have been taken to col
lect them. 

sity's Special Collections, as part There is some question whether the 
of the impressive Butler Collec- music was actually printed in New 
tion. Robert Cushman Butler, Orleans where Blackmar was based, or 
cousin of famed actress Charlotte Washington D.C., where it was distrib-
Cushman, collected music litho- uted. The store-seller's stamp prompts 
graphs late In the 19th century the question. John F. Ellis was also a 
and early in the 20th, up until music publisher In the Capitol and well 
about 1930, and so his collection might have published the music there. 
Is one of the earliest major gath- Also at issue is the artist who litho-
erlngs of 19th century music graphed the image of Booth. It may have 
lithos. Perhaps because of this, been Ernest Crehen, who lithographed a 
many of the pictorial litho- number of Confederate sheets during the 
graphs adorning the covers are war years, including sheets published In 
near pristine, on paper devoid Savannah, Georgia not far from where 
of hardly any fading or foxing. Blackmar was publishing In Augusta. Or 

l---------------~=:=-He specialized in theatricals, it may have been Charles G. Crehen, 
and has music lithos of Edwin Booth as probably related, who lithographed a 

paper, eventually other copies surface. A 
respected dealer in Pennsylvania, Bruce 
Gimelson, advertised Our Brutus in a 
sales listing from the late 1960s. "Only 
two copies are known [to exist]," it stat
ed. 

My acquiring Gimelson's sales book
let last year pushed me further in the 
search for more copies in an attempt to 
discover how truly rare lhe item was. I 
discovered that a copy in excellent con
dition resides at Delaware University and 
another, though surprisingly Just a fac
simile, at the venerable Library of Con
gress (LC), the supposed place of deposi
tion, by law, for all publications of music 
In America since 1870. In 1868, when the 
music was published and deposited in 
the "clerk's olfice of the district court for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana" there 
was no mandate that the music be sent to 

well. gorgeously detailed portrait of Edwin 
Interestingly, all four copies of the Booth on music in 1869, dedicated to 

Wilkes Booth piece that are complete him, the year after Our Brutus was pub-
with music are in very nice condition, lished. It's simply titled Genius. Charles, a 
none ragged and none showing the well-known portrait painter who hailed 
effects of disbindlng. r,~""]::;:;;;;~;:.:;;;;;;;;:~~7 from Paris, lithographed 
Book binding in person- many fine music sheets 
al collections was the In the late 1840s. His 
way the vast majority of painting "America" is to 
collectible 19th century be found at the New 
music still survives York Historical Society. 
today. Alas, the eventual He returned to music 
disbinding leaves a illustration to do the 
rough and punctured sheet on Edwin Booth In 
left edge to the music, Did this music seller have no shame, or 1869. It's unclear why, 
the music's spine quite were his clientele rabid secessionists? after years building a rep-
literally punctured in the utatlon as a painter, he 
sewing Into bookman's history. It was would resurface as a music llthographer 
both their fate and preservation. But and draw what may have been a single 
what really spurred my research was a additional music litho. Charles, who lived 
simple store seHers stamp on Mr. X's with a relative (Lewis Crehen) in the lith-
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ographic business, worked in New York 
from 1846 until at least 1863. In 1860, 
Ernest was in Richmond and in 1861 he 
executed 14 plates for "Unlform and 
Dress of the Army of the Confederate 
States." So, there is nothing definitive to 
point to in terms of determining the 
artist, but interesting connections exist. 

How remarkable, if no other copies 
surface in private hands, that there 
would be just a single copy not found in 
an archive. And among all music pub
lished during that century that had his
torical implications of significant weight, 
you would have this item of wicked 
scarcity with Just one copy floating out 
beyond the boundary of any library or 
museum-housed collection. And it's 
interesting if indeed this is the ONE with 
the· D.C. seller's stamp, its address so 
near to the Capitol at 306 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, an address now occupied by a 
bank. How could this have happened? As 
unconscionable as the murderous deed 
is in the first place, how could you mar
ket a song about the event in the nation's 
capital, praising the assassin, just three 
short years after the tears that 
"drown[ed] the wind?" Here are the lines 
spoken by Macbeth before he kills Dun
can, lines which foreshadow the llkely 
outcome: 

If it were done. when 'tis done, then 'twere well 
It were done quickly. If th' assassination 
Could trammel up the consequence, and 

catch 
With his surcease, success; that but this blow 
Might be the be-all and the end-all - here, 
But here, upon this bank and shoal of time, 
We'ld jump the 1/fe to come. 

Besides, this Duncan 
Hath borne his faculties so meek, hath been 
So clear in his great office, that his virtues 
WIii plead /Ike angels, trumpet-tongu'd, 

against 
The deep damnation of his taking-off; 
And pity, like a naked new-born babe, 
Striding the blast, or heaven's cherubin, 

hors'd 
Upon the sightless couriers of the air, 
Shall blow the deed in every eye, 
That tears shall drown the wind. I have no spur 
To prick the sides of my intent, but only 
Vaulting ambnion (the jump?), which o'er-

leaps itself, 
And fa/ls on th' other. 

Booth found the "spur to prick the 
sides" of his intent and wore two of them 
to aid his getaway on horseback. His 

"vaulting ambition" did indeed o'erleap 
itself. The correlations between Booth's 
position and Macbeth's are stunning: art 
aping history. Just weeks after quoting 
the lines from "Macbeth" in this article I 
visited Washington and in the Library of 
Congress found an exhibit with a broad
side published within days of Lincoln's 
demise linking the play to the event with 
the very same words, "that tears shall 
drown the wind." Lincoln, who loved 
Shakespeare and often read aloud to 
friends and staff members from the plays, 
was most taken by the tragedies and his
tories. He had seen Edwin Booth perform 
Richard Ill, and Edwin Forrest the lead in 
"Klng Lear" at Ford's Theatre. Just five 
days before the assassination, reports 
Adam Gopnik of New Yorker magazine, 
Lincoln read aloud from Shakespeare to 
those on the presidential yacht, traveling 
up the Potomac. Among all of the Bard's 
plays, Lincoln found none more powerful 
than Macbeth and is quoted as saying "I 
think nothing equals 'Macbeth."' 

Those who have had a life in the th~ 
atre can often sense the ghosts beyond 
the bare bulb that often stands upon the 
stage at night, offering a light at 3 a.m. to 
whom ... '? "The earth hath bubbles, as the 
water has/ And these are of them. Whith
er are they vanish'd?", says Banquo 
about the witches and their vanishing -
those bearded, gray-maned prognostica
tors who predicted Macbeth's doom. The 
thane replies, "Into the air; and what 
seemed corporal melted/ As breath into 
the wind. Would they had stay'd!" It could 
be said of Lincoln as well, or of many 
among the countless losses over time. 

Most of the music printed in the Civil 
War years was on rag paper, with the 
exception, notably, of much of the music 
printed in the South. Paper came to be 
scarce during the war years. Rag paper, 
as its name suggests, came quite literally 
from rags and is the reason why a num
ber of music sheets from that period 
exist today with little or no discoloration. 
There is no wood pulp, with its acids, 
involved in the process. 

Song itself was a huge part of the 
Civil War and served as a great release 
for men in camp who were shouldering 
the massive physical and emotional bur
dens of the war. Lincoln's death pro
duced a prodigious number of song 
sheets written as funeral marches and 
dirges, celebrating his place in American 
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Hamlet Galopl, Da Costa composer, S.T. 
Gordon publisher, Bufford Brothers litho
graphers, copyright unavailable but pub
lishing date c. 1870-73. This rare litho of 

Edwin Booth was taken from a photo
graph by Gurney. Edwin was arguably the 
most famous Hamlet of the 19th century. 
He was also known to London audiences 
through his performances with the great 

English actor/director Henry Irving. 

history and the hearts of many in the 
North. 

The Assassin's Vision, a song pub
lished in 1865 by J.W. Turner, is one of 
those that couples Lincoln with Booth. lt 
tells the story of Booth's flight toward 
Richmond alter the murder, with Booth 
seeing apparitions of Lincoln in the trees 
on his wild ride south. 

Blackmar, Booth, and Barbee 

Armand Blackmar was the New 
Orleans composer and music publisher 
who apparently copyrighted and pub
lished Our Brutus. He is known primarily 
today for his significant contribution to 
chess, the Blackmar Gambit, which has 
been studied for more than a hundred 
years and has had an entire book written 
on the strategy. Blackmar was also one of 
the South's most important music pub
lishers during the war. Most significantly, 
he published in 1861 a song that was to 
serve as a primary anthem for the Con
federate cause, the "Bonnie Blue Flag." 
An item of instant popularity capable or 
inciting intense patriotism, the music 
had nine separate editions published by 
Blackmar in New Orleans and Augusta, 
Georgia, where Armand and his brother 
moved some of his operations when New 

continued next page 
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The Assassin's chorus, cont. 
Orleans fell to Union forces In 1862. He Barbee found that the edition Our Brutus 
continued publishing in New Orleans was published in has vanished over time. 
throughout the war. The copy kept by the la Crosse Democrat 

In April of 1862. when Union forces for their records burned in a fire, or so 
under the command of Ben "Beast" But- they said. But through the intensive 
ler took control of New Orleans, it was research of Barbee, it was discovered 
declared that anyone caught singing the that Colonel A.W. Terrell, a Confederate 
song in public would be charged with sympathizer, was the author of the poem 
treason. Butler, In fact, arrested Armand that became Our Brutus, the banished 
Blackmar, fined him and song. Terrell was· an officer 
jailed him, in addition to with the !st Texas Cavalry 
destroying all copies of Regiment In the war who 
the music for "Bonnie apparently later became U.S. 
Blue Flag~ that could be Minister to Turkey. 
found in New Orleans. David Rankin Barbee 
This may have been the began an odyssey in the 1930s 
act that put a seed of that lasted more than a 
vengeance in the heart decade and finally resolved 
of Blackmar, leading to some of the mysteries around 
the release of Our Brutus the song and its publication. 
six years later. Black- Barbee had an interesting life 
mar's music store and pedigree. His lather, the 
became a well-known Rev. John Dodson, was the 
gathering place for first commissioned chaplain 
Southern sympathizers for the South during the Civil 
during the war. War. His maternal grand-uncle, 

It is known that in __________ Rev. John Rankin, was a 
April of 1864 John Wilkes founder of the Southern aboli
Booth, while performing The original photograph used for tionist movement, establishing a 
in New Orleans, was the Illustration adorning Our Bru- society in Carlisle, Kentucky in 
goaded by a friend to sing tus-an 1862 CDV by C.D. 1818. Barbee was not only a 
or whistle the famous Fredricks, New York. Washington Post feature writer 
Southern tune while walk- with a large and loyal following, 
ing down the city streets. This he did, but he also worked in the Roosevelt 
was confronted by Union troops, and administration as a public relations writer. 
nearly landed in the same jail that Black- However, his greatest contributions 
mar had been sent to. Perhaps due to his may have come as a member of a genera-
fame, or his claim he didn't know that tion of Southern historians who took seri-
singing the song was forbidden, he was ously the need to present their under-
not sent to the brig on Slip Island, as standing of the South's role In our nation-
Blackmar was. It created a story though al development. Although motivated by 
that surely Blackmar would have been sectional pride, Barbee's research was 
aware of, and perhaps this began the Link- both exhaustive and objective. His study 
ing of the two men. Perhaps there were of Lincoln was deep. I le authored a work, 
earlier associations. An Excursion in Southern 1/istory, that was 

Blackmar's ardent support of the excerpted from correspondences with 
Southern cause had a particular docu- Indiana Senator Albert Beveridge, at the 
mentation. He named his daughter time Beveridge was writing his biography 
Louisiana Rebel Blackmar. It was clear of Lincoln. Barbee's investigations of 
where he stood. He used a series of curi- Booth and Lincoln were particularly sig-
ous pseudonyms In publishing over the nificant and there are two folders In the 
years, such as A. Noir, for instance. E. B. Barbee papers that deal with Our Brutus. 
Armand was his choice with Our Brutus, Barbee viewed himself as an ·unrecon-
though A.E. Blackmar as publisher is structed" Southerner, yet saw the Lincoln 
plainly stated at the bottom of the page. assassination as an act "so cruel, so cow-
The words are taken from the la Crosse ardly. so unnecessary and so tremendous 
Democrat, a newspaper in Wisconsin in its consequences that by common con-
whose founding editor, Mark Pomeroy, sent, it has come to be regarded as the 
was an arch Democrat. Not surprisingly, greatest incident in American history." 
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It took David Barbee many years of 
letter writing, many calls and meetings, 
to lind a single complete copy of the 
song. While it was known of in the 1930s, 
no archive, no university, no library, no 
collector could be found who was in pos
session of it. Harvard had the lltho cover, 
Barbee finally realized, but not the music. 
No one knew anything, as Barbee's col
lected letters on the subject attest. Or no 
one was willing to say. There are multiple 
Barbee letters to Blackn1ar's granddaugh
ter Dorothy, Louisiana Rebel's daughter. 
Though Dorothy knew much of her 
grandfather's history, and was even cred
ited by early American music maven 
Harry Dichter In his seminal work on the 
subject, she was ignorant or mum on Our 
Brutus. Ii she really was a well-noted 
music collector, praised by an expert for 
the 'high spots' in her collection, how 
could it be she had no knowledge of the 
infamous piece her relative published? 
Maybe she wasn't willing to say. 

She did remember an image of Junius 
Booth, the patriarch, on the family's 
piano. Her mother, whose memory may 
be suspect, claimed John Wilkes and 
Junius were "dear friends" of the family. 
Did Junius Booth and Blackmar ever 
meet, as Louisiana Rebel also clalmed? It 
didn't appear to Barbee that Junius was 
ever near Blackmar or New Orleans dur
ing the years he was publishing. 

Barbee finally located a copy of Our 
Brutus, possibly in the significant hold
ings of collector Malcolm Stone. There is 
a facsimile copy in the Barbee papers, 
though Stone was apparently secretive 
and not immediately forthcoming when 
Barbee requested a replica. It's unclear 
whether Barbee's facsimile, and there
fore the LC's, was actually from Stone's 
collection. Sometime prior to March of 
1952 Barbee received It, for this is the 
date of the LC's requisition from Barbee. 

What became of Blackmar after pub
lication of such an incendiary piece? 
What became of John Ellis, the music 
publisher in Washington, D.C. that dis
tributed it and may have even published 
it? Blackmar continued publishing music 
in New Orleans until 1888, Including a 
stint in San Francisco during the 1870s. 
But what of Ellis? This is the toughest 
part of the mystery to unravel. Though 
having published music at the same 
address on Pennsylvania Ave. for 17 
years through 1869, the year following 
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issue of Our Brutus, suddenly his name 
comes off the business listing and is 
replaced by his wife, Mrs. John F. Ellis. 
John's name on the business is not 
restored until 1875, at a different Penn
sylvania Ave. address. What became of 
him? Jail is doubtful, though perhaps 
public outrage made him step aside for a 
time. It's just another perplexing ques
tion in the tracking or the song, the truth 
of which may have faded into the mists of 
history, like the vapors of Macbeth's 
witches and the final footsteps and final 
fall of dust from the Roman Republic. ~ 
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We suppose quite a few Rail Splitters have seen - and some may own a copy of - the pam
phlet shown here, Speech of Hon. Abraham Lincoln, Delivered in Springfield, Saturday 
Evening, July 17, 1858. (Cataloged as #M-11. Lincoln Bibliography- Collections of the Illi

nois State Historical library, compiled by Jay Monaghan, 1945.) While political pamphlets are 
often the stuff of snores rather than dreams, this one should hold unusual appeal for collec
tors, both because it was printed at Abraham Lincoln's own behest and because the occa
sional copy appears on the market with an unexpected, not to say incongruous, 1970s-era 
autograph. 

J 

The speech Itself was made during Lincoln's campaign to replace Stephen A. Douglas in 
the United States Senate. Delivered in the Illinois statehouse midway between his famous 
"House Divided" speech and his first joint debate with IJouglas. It touched upon disunion, the 
Dred Scott decision, and racial equality in an attempt to refute charges leveled by his oppo
nent. First printed in the Illinois State Journal on July 20th and 21st, 1858, Lincoln obviously 
thought enough of the speech to use it as a campaign document, and after making some revi
sions to the text he had the Journal run off 7,000 pamphlet copies. He also made arrangements to have it published in German, but 

none such has yet been seen. 
The exact manner in which the pamphlets were distributed is unknown, but the effort doubtless involved 

Ozias Mather Hatch (1814-93), who was Illinois Secretary of State from 1857 through the Civil War and a very 
close political associate of Lincoln. Hatch's office rooms In the statehouse were the de facto headquarters for 
Lincoln's Senatorial and Presidential campaigns as well as for antebellum Republican strategy meetings. Dur
Ing 1858, Lincoln successfully represented Hatch in a complicated and purely political lawsuit concerning reap
portionment (which would have been to Lincoln's disadvantage), and that same year, in discussing party 
prospects, wrote him the oft-quoted statement "we must never sell old friends to buy old enemies." 

Whether Lincoln entrusted Hatch with all or part of the July 17th speech pamphlets, It was reported years 
ago by James T. Hickey - then curator of the Lincoln Collection of the nlinois State Historical Library - that a 
"bundle" of them were found when Hatch's house on North 7th Street in Springfleld was torn down in the late 

Oz/as M. Hatch 1940s. Hickey never seems to have speci£ied just bow many that "bundle" contained but It was probably the 
source of most copies now seen on the market. Any copy that appears relatively mint (aside from varying 

degrees of marginal fraying and waterstains) Is likely to have come from the Hatch hoard. Hickey apparently came into personal 
possession of some If not all of the "bundle", and he also appears to be the orlglnal source of copies autographed by various 1970s
era celebrities. The one illustrated here, for example, is signed by Hickey's friend Robert Todd Lincoln Beckwith, the president's 
last surviving descendant (who died In 1985). And through the offices of Illinois Congressman Paul Findley, Hickey is known to have 
secured the signature of President Gerald Ford on at least one copy. So ... If you ever see one of these pamphlets signed, say, by 
Raquel Welch, you can now be fairly certain of its provenance! 
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Chronicling the event, cont. 
was John W. Forney, printing the Chronicle 
Junior despite the harsh conditions. Forney 
began his career In 1833 when he worked as 
an apprentice in the printing office of the 
lllncaster Journal In Pennsylvania. As he pro
gressed in his career, Forney developed 
close ties to Lancaster's most prominent fig
ure, U.S. Senator James Buchanan. In 1845, 
after Buchanan became Secretary of State In 
the Cabinet of President James K. Polk, he 
used his influence to obtain an appointment 
for Forney as surveyor of the port of 
Philadelphia. After the Democrats lost the 
presidency in 1848, Forney lost his position 
as surveyor and relocated to Washington, 
D.C. where he worked as an editorial writer 
for the Washington Daily Union. In 1851, he 
succeeded in winning election as Clerk of the 
House. In 1856, though, he was unsuccessful 
in winning a seat In the 
Senate. When his spon
sor President 
Buchanan did not favor 
him with a position in 
his administration, For
ney returned to the 
Keystone State. In 
1860, Forney shifted his 
political allegiance to 
the Republican party 
alter Buchanan's failed 
policies were leading to 
Southern secession. In 
1861, he received assis
tance from President 
Lincoln and became 
Secretary of the Senate, 
using the opportunity 
to establish the Wash
ington Sunday Chronicle. Forney left office on 
June 4, 1868, and continued his journalistic 
pursuits in Pennsylvania. 

The Inauguration Poem spans the cover 
of the Chronicle Junior, structured by two sep
arate columns creating a unilied poem, a sym
bolic metaphor for the nation during the Civil 
War. The poem, set to the tune of the Star 
Spangled Banner, unmistakably celebrates 
Lincoln with the use of glorifying words. The 
poem states, in part: "But when the curse of 
Slavery fell, as though a pestilence from hell, 
Had poisoned all the land, A direful demon 
took command; and they who owed their 
country all, Struck at her life, contrived her 
fall. But first they broke their solemn word. 
Before they drew the murderous sword, 
Forged their creed, so orthodox ... Oh! doubtful 
day, four years ago! When, threatened by the 
assassin foe, Our President was sworn to 

. . 
~ 

"hronirlr Junia~. 
Nlnu 1• , ........ a~tlM ftetUIIGa If UJ(Gel.ll I ffinnOli ,• 

-~ AN INAUOUIIAL POEM 
1 .,._ ............ ,... .. ~ .... -·~ 
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stand by God and by his Native Land; but 
traitors failed because they knew their plots 
were clear to patriots true ... And Goel is 
good. for he has said. (Oh voice to wake the 
myriad dead!) If your first oath was sworn 
in gloom, unknowing then your fate of 
doom; at your to-day's inauguration, You do 
behold your lands salvation." The poet's 
view of America, as the "City upon a hill", 
can still be seen as the paean continues: 
"No scowling traitors in this hour will dare 
to thwart the people's power; No forsworn 
plotters can Implore that Freedom's temple 
may run o'or with the heart's blood of him 
who won the post twice filled by Washing
ton." The view of Lincoln as the "Great 
Emancipator" became evident when he was 
elected to his second term by 54% of the 
popular vote. He reassured the nation when 

he gave his greatest 
speech ever during 
his second inaugura
tion address, and 
was glorified when 
the festive crowed 
received the poem 
from f'orney's mobile 
press. 

The second page 
of the Chronicle 
Junior contains the 
editorial, "The Rein
auguratlon To-day", 
focusing on the 
accomplishments of 
Lincoln's first term 
and the state of the 
Union. The editorial 
begins with an unfor

giving view of the South: " ... Abraham Lin
coln, elected President in 1860 by an 
almost solid Northern Vote, and, in conse
quence of the dislocation of the Democrat
ic Party by the Southern traitors who 
desired to make a pretext for lhe destruc
tion of the Union itself, was r~lected in 
1864 ... " The editorial goes on to show signs 
of relief amongst the American people from 
the catastrophic effects of the war: 'We are 
now still in the midst of a great conflict," 
but we have happily passed ''the dead 
point of danger ... Blood and wounds, death 
and mourning, debt and taxation, have fol
lowed what was so earnestly and so early 
deplored by the President...he announced 
in his inaugural address that his endeavor, 
should war be precipitated, would be to 
restore the Union, to recover all that had 
been taken from it by treason, and to do 
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The procession order Is detailed In paper copies 01 
the Chronicle. Only two silk examples are known 
witfl just tfle front cover. One silk Is now in the 

Library of Congress and has excellent provenance: it 
was presented to President Lincoln! The envelope 

containing his copy has Lincoln's hand-written Iden
tification: "lnaugeral (sic) Poetry & c." Lincoln 

enjoyed poetry and tried his hand at It on occasion. 

nothing else save what might be necessary to accomplish these primary objects." The 
celebration of Lincoln continues as the editorial looks towards the future of the Union 
as set forth by the foundation that Lincoln had established. "There is before us, and pos
sibly in the near future, a duty in which we must meet and master-That To Maintain Our 
Union Organization On The Basis of Mr. Lincoln's Example." Lincoln's legacy, of course, 
is intertwined with the abolition of human slavery. The last part of the editorial states; 
"We have here a gratifying and noble evidence that the administration of Mr. Lincoln will 
be worthy of the support of all the men in the Union who are determined to restore it at 
every sacrifice short of the surrender of the question of the abolition of human slavery." 
This rhapsodic depiction of Lincoln and the portrayal of the Union surely animated the 
feeling of unity within the crowd attending the inauguration. With an almost religious elo
quence, Lincoln gave his second inauguration speech, and a little over a month later he 
was assassinated. 

Today, the Library of Congress possesses the copy given to Lincoln by Forney on 
March 4. 1865, signed by the President himself. Then, as now, people craved information 
and sense of direction. Forney provided on-demand information. Lincoln, in turn, provid
ed much needed leadership with what is considered to be his greatest speech. The Chron
icle Junior, though small in format and limited in distribution, was unabashed in express
ing its lofty and laudatory sentiments. Partisan though it might have been, it nevertheless 
accurately reflected the overall mood of the American people on that historic day. ~ 

A previously unknown and unpub
lished stereovlew of Lincoln's 
Inaugural procession from 1865 
recently sold on eBay for $3,650. 

The photo shows civilians, carriages 
and soldiers lined up along the 
parade route on an overcast and rainy 
day. Purchased ten years ago from a 
New England estate, It was part of a 
group of Gardner stereos owned by 
Union Gen. George F. Davis, Quarter
master Gen. of Vermont 1857~4. Gen. 
Davis purchased a large collection of 
Gardner material from fellow Vermon-

ter William F. Browne, a former .------------------.,.,--,,...-,....., 
Gardner employee. And, by 
coincidence ... Just three weeks 
before this Internet auction, 
national news was made when 
the Library of Congress 
announced their rediscovery 
(proper Identification) of three 
glass negatives from that same 
day. These negatives had previ
ously been thought to be from 
the Grand Review of the Anny 
or Grant's first Inaugural. ~ 
ful examination by an archivist, 
prompted by some Input by a 
collector, corrected the misiden
tification. The piece on eBay was a slightly different shot making five that Gardner took. 
And, no corresponding albumen prints from the plates at L.O.C. have been seen. Lincoln 
remained In the Capitol signing b!lls and did not ride In the procession; the Flrst Lady 
rode In a carriage at the head of the procession, accompanied by Senators James Har
lan and Henry B. Anthony. The Union Ught Guard served as her escort. Crowds cheered 
wildly as she passed along the route, falsely believing the President was a passenger. We 
picture here two of the four Images now properly cataloged at the Llbrary. 
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The Making of a Tintype 
Brian D. Caplan 

subject In order to be in focus. The 
wood cartridge from the back of the 

A 
box camera, known as the "plate hold-

s a Civil War photograph collector I er", was removed as well as the lens 
never appreciated the art of making a cap to reveal the Image captured 
tintype. I routinely examined tintypes through the lens of the camera and 

for clarity, contrast, tone and smudges, reflected on a screen on the open 
looking for perfection. Little did I know back of the box camera. A,full-plate 
how extraordinarily difficult it was and is upside-down image Is what Is seen by 
to make a tintype. Tintypes were routine- the photographer looking into the 
ly made in the United States from approx- back of the box camera. If less than a 
imately the mid 1850s to the 1920s. [~: full-plate image is used for the shoot, 
Unlike modern photography one does you must decide, with no guidelines to This sixth-plate tintype by the author shows the facill· 
not take a tintype photograph, one makes help, whether you place your pre-pre- ties known as ·camp Tintype". We have to assume that 
a tintype.] pared tin vertically or horizontally in the Mathew Brady would have fell right at homel 

In June I was treated to a 3-day crash plate holder which will determine what 
course on how to make a tintype at Camp portion of the image on the screen is ca()-
Tintype in Dundee, New York located in lured. Now it was time to sensitize and 
our Fingerlakes region. John Coffer, our prepare the tin. We went back to the pro-
tutor, was a 21st century version of Jere- cessing tent. Inside was a free-standing 
mlah Johnson. He lives on a 50-acre darkroom which consisted of a large 
spread with no electricity, no running wood box, perched on a tripod with 
water, no car and no cell phone. The won- drapes around It with one open side and 
derfuJ log cabin that he built by hand is a tiny cut-out window with polarized 
nestled on the edge of the woods and glass. After wrapping the drapes around 
overlooks a clearing stocked with corn- my waist, as instructed, and leaning into 
fields, chickens, cows and horses. Mr. the open side of the box, with the exteri-
Coffer's proud mode of transportation... or light sealed out, I was ready to go. The 
horse and buggy. first step was to pour a chemical com-

Prior to arriving at Camp Tintype I pound called collodion onto a piece of 
was sent a detailed manual on the art of tin, which I held by its edges, tilting the 
wet-plate photography and a copy of an tin so that the collodion spread evenly 
"Illustrated Descripllve Price List of Pho- throughout the face of the tin and into 
tographic Apparatus" manufactured and each corner, pouring the excess back into 
sold by E. & H.T. Anthony & Co. of New the collodion flask. Smudge marks are 
York. With great expecta- created ii you touch the 
lions and curiosity I face of the tin with your 
awaited my first lesson. I linger. Next step was to 
listened to stories of how put the tin face up onto a 
photographers and arti- dipping tray and sub-
sans from around the merging the tin into a sit-
world had taken this ver nitrate rinse for 3 
course, including minutes. Now the tin was 
"experts" from Eastman sensitized and ready. 
Kodak. Now it was our Still in the darkroom, 
turn. Our class consisted the tin is placed into the 
of four students, an inter- plate holder which had 
estlng couple who were been taken from the back 
Civil War re-enactors, an of the box camera. With 
art teacher from Ohio, the plate holder closed 
and myself. and sealed from the light 

We chose the image and the tin in place, I 
of our first shooting In The year-round cabin of John Coffer, as walked out to the field 
the field. Our box camera basic as it gets! Not a pre-lab. but built where the box camera 
on a tripod was put in from scratch. (Quarter-plate tintype was ready and proceeded 
place and moved to the made by the author.) to attach the plate holder 
right distance from our ------------ to the back of the camera. 

12 

This half-plate tintype shows Brian (far right) with 
his teacher and fellow lin-typer's. 

This cased quarter-plate is an ambrotype 
made during the class. Once again, the sub
ject is the teacher - a real character always 

"in characterl" 
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Self-portrait of the author, a sixth-plate tin. 
The "South will rise again!" 

Now we were ready to expose the tin to the 
image we were shooting. A slat was pulled 
and removed from the plate holder so that 
the sensitized tin had an unobstructed path 
to the front of the camera. The exposure 
time was created by removing and replacing 
the lens cap on the box camera. Anywhere 
from 3 seconds to 8 seconds was needed 
depending upon the amount of sun light that 
existed, and the distance to and coloring of 
the subject of the photograph. 

My first shot was of a tent and wagon, 
and had a 4 second exposure. With the lens 
cap back in place and the plate holder with 
the tin resealed, it was time to take the tin to 
be developed. Back to the darkroom I went 
and dipped the tin into developer for 12 sec
onds. Now the tin was ready to leave the 
darkroom and be placed into the "fixer" and 
washed in water. My first tintype was now 
visible, subject only to being shellacked with 
a "cyanide varnish" and mildly heated over a 
kerosene lamp later in the day to seal the 
image. 

Over the next two days we made 
ambrotypes (a similar process on glass) and 
glass negatives used to make albumen 
prints. The course was both fascinating and 
challenging. I now have a greater apprecia
tion for th.e accomplishments of Mathew 
Brady and Alexander Gardner. I would highly 
recommend a visit to Camp Tintype to all 
photographic historians and collectors alike. 

For further information contact John 
Coffer at "Camp Tintype", 1236 Dombroski 
Road, Dundee, New York 14837. There are no 
phones or Email at Camp Tintype. e-:> 

"The 
Lincolnphile" 
Andrew Fert{US?n. La.nd of Lincoln: 
Adventures m Abe's America. New York, 
Atlantic Monthly Press, 2007. 279p., $24. 

• • • ANDREIY FERGUSON drew Ferguson 1s a senior editor at The Weekly Stan- L_ _______ _, 

ard. He has written for The New Yorker. The New Republic, The Washington Post, 
ortune, Time and many other national publications. He is neither a collector nor 

an historian, but rather a self-<lescribed Lincoln buff. He looks a little like Mark Twain 
with whom he shares an outlook and style of writing. 

The preface starts off: "More books have been written about Abraham Lincoln 
than about any other American - nearly fourteen thousand in all - and at least half of 
those begin by saying that more books have been written about Abraham Lincoln 
than about any other American. This book, you'll notice, is one of them. Yet its sub
ject matter is not Lincoln directly, or Lincoln exclusively. Its subject is really the coun
try that Lincoln created and around which, I think I can show, he still putters, appear
ing here and there in likely and unlikely places, obtruding, stirring things up, offering 
consolation, dispensing bromides and bits of wisdom and otherwise making himself 
undeniable .... For a century or more, generations of Americans were taught to be like 
Lincoln - forbearing, kind, principled, resolute - but what we've really wanted is for 
Lincoln to be like us, and this has never been truer than the present day. Lincoln has
n't been forgotten, but he's shrunk. From the enormous figure of the past he's been 
reduced to a hobbyist's eccentricity, a charming obsession shared by a self-selected 
subculture ... That earlier Lincoln, that large Lincoln, seems to be slipping away, a 
misty figure, incapable of rousing a reaction from anyone but buffs." 

There is little historical narrative in this work. Whal little there is resides in the 
chapter on William Herndon and his effort to write the authoritative biography of his 
famous law partner. The balance of the work describes Ferguson's travels to Lincoln
related events and historical sites, done as part of his research or his effort to redis
cover the Lincoln of his youth. In these travels, the author takes on the role of an 
observer of American society- sort of a modern-<lay de Tocqueville. He may be a tra
ditionalist at heart, but he seems most interested in describing how people react to 
the Lincoln myth, attempt to use Lincoln to justify their particular lifestyle or career, 
call on Lincoln for inspiration, or blame Lincoln for perceived societal ills. Not being 
a Lincoln scholar, he doesn't have an agenda or interpretation that he's trying to 
advance. Accordingly, he provides a fresh look at Lincoln, from an entirely new per
spective which, In many ways, is more perceptive and relevant than traditional works. 

The chapters deal with a controversy over the installation of a Lincoln statue in 
Richmond, the transformation of the Chicago Historical Society (now known as the 
Chicago History Museum) with its new curatorial outlook, the Abraham Lincoln Pres
idential Library and Museum in Springfield, collecting Lincoln (YEAH!!!!), the associa
tion of Lincoln presenters, the appropriation of Lincoln by business motivational 
speakers, revisiting the sites of the Lincoln Heritage Trail and the pros and cons of the 
icon vs. the "real Lincoln" debate. 

Since the book was written, Richard Norton Smith Is no longer associated with 
the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library. We are given some background on the 
processes involved in Its development, though, including the philosophy of the firm 
hired to set up the exhibits and overall layout (they are closely allied with Disney). A 
nine-year-old nephew of one of the people involved there apparently was impressed. 
"'It's great! So much fun! I didn't need to read anything!' And I thought, 'Yeah, kid, you 
get it.' But of course he gets it. He's nine years old." Along tl1e same line, "They're 
scared to death of making it seem like school. I think they think real information will 
scare people off. It's all about feelings - how he felt, how people felt about him. Noth
ing concrete. Nothing that can make a kid think, 'Oh, no! Is there going to be a test 

continued next page 
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The Lincolnphile, cont. 
laterr The reader can obviously deter
mine if this Is appropriate or not and how 
it reflects on the current state of Ameri
can education. 

During his travels, the author visited 
Louise Taper, Dan Weinberg and frank 
Williams (he also "broke bread" with our 
venerable publisher Jonathan Mann, but 
that mercifully gets but a token mention). 
Louise Taper comments how w ••• Every
body's very nice to me... because... I've 
got the stuff!" Now that she's sold her col
lection, we wonder if people are still nice 
to her. Hey, she can always buy more 
stuff!! This chapter titled "The Magic of 
Stuff" contains the only two statements 
that are not accurate. One: " ... most esti
mates put the number of active, relatively 
serious collectors of Lincolnlana at fifteen 
thousand ... " (in your dreams!) and Two: 
"Bogus Lincoln letters can sell for thou
sands of dollars apiece .. ." (try $200-300!) 

We enjoyed the chapter on Lincoln 
presenters and have to relate an anec
dote told by one of their fraternity, con
cerning a gig near Vidalia, IL in which he 
appeared with a Stephen Douglas Imper
sonator on a float. " ... This Steve Douglas 
they had, well, he was a good man but he 
was a drunk. .. It got real hot and sure 
enough, before the parade even starts, he 
drank what must have been eight, ten 
beers. So we're on the float and he's try
ing to stay upright, just having a fine old 
time, waving at everybody, till we tum a 
corner and head Into the very small 
African-American community they had in 
this small town. So Steve Douglas turns 
to me and shouts, 'Hey, Abe, here's a 
bunch you ain't [reed yet!'" The organiz
ers kicked the two off the float and didn't 
pay them their fees. Sometimes you can't 
pass on the opportunity! You know 
you're wrong, but you do it anyway! 

Ferguson is not only a funny writer, 
but very perceptive. The vignettes of the 
"Land of Lincoln" he shares with us are 
very telling of human nature. Like Lin
coln, he can criticize a state-of-affairs 
without being mean-spirited or personal. 
He compares his youthful fascination 
with Lincoln with the interest, or lack 
thereof. shown by the current genera
tion. Museums and monuments of the 
past are compared to those of today. The 
small towns and cities of 40-50 years ago 
have undergone drastic changes, not all 
for the better, and the urban planners 
and government functionaries, though 

well-intentioned, have not always exerted 
a benign influence. 

You certainly "can't go back home", 
as the author attempted to do during his 
road trip on the Lincoln Heritage Trall. 
The glowing past can sometimes become 
a little tawdry and youthful illusions 
don't always survive to adulthood. In dis
covering that the Lincoln Birthplace Log 
Cabin in Hodgenville is not authentic, but 
of a later period, Ferguson reflects: " ... Put 
there from the best of motives, of course, 
but nevertheless a thing that wasn't what 
it was supposed to be. If it's a symbol, I 
thought, it's a symbol of the fate of any 
search for Lincoln. Even when you 
thought you had him nailed, even when 
you'd chased the story back to its 
source, traced him from tomb to birth
place, he slipped away like quicksilver. 
Lincoln the man never seemed to be 
where, or what, you thought he was." for
tunately, there are some die-hard Lincoln 
buffs like Ferguson who feel that Lincoln 
" ... means a lot to the country - or shouild 
if he no longer does. By the end of my 
travels I was more convinced of that 
truth than I'd been since I was a boy ... " 
And, despite the feeling that he may be 
out-of-step with the times, he still 
attempts to pass on this generational bit 
of wisdom. 

+++ 
Donaslh Bracken. The Words of 
War. Palisades, NY, History Pub
lishing Co., 2007. 314p., $24.95. 

David Herbert Donald and 
Harold Holzer, Editors. Lincoln 
in The Times: The Life of Abra
ham Lincoln as Originally 
Reported in The New York 
Times. New York, St., Martin's 
Press, 2005, 413p., $29.95. 

Two works of a similar nature 
recently came across our desk. 
Both deal with Civil War era 

reportage and, as such, may appeal 
to students of American journalism. 
Bracken sets the tone for his work in 
some Introductory remarks: "When 
the Civil War started, American Jour
nalism was put to the test. It was the 
start of the modern age of journalism, 
and It was a rough start indeed. 
Newspapers had to wrest themselves 

from an unsavory past with propagandis
tic objectives to the dissemination of 
Information relatively free of propaganda. 
In this objective they were not entirely 
successful; but In the restructuring of 
their nature, they did achieve lasting suc
cess." 

The work contains eighteen chapters 
covering major battles of the Civil War. 
Reports from the Charleston Mercury and 
the New York Times are listed. These 
reports originated with war correspon
dents who were not typically eyewitness
es, relying Instead on military dispatches 
and reports gleaned from other newspa
pers. Depending on the locale of the bat
tle, Southern and Northern reporters had 
varying degrees of access, complicated 
by interruptions in rail and telegraph ser
vice. Each chapter concludes with a mod
ern summary by historians of the actual 
events described. Considering that con
troversy exists even today as to the attri
bution of victory or defeat in a particular 
engagement, the reports seem to relate 
the same essential facts. The writers 
obviously were partisan in their outlook 
and may have jumped to conclusions 
which would later be contradicted; still, 
overall, there appears to be a certain 
Integrity in their effort to describe events 
as they transpired. 

The Donald and Holzer work 
restricts itself to articles appearing in 
The New York Times from 1858 to 1865 
(corresponding with the Lincoln-Douglas 
debates through the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln, with major events of 
the Civil War Interwoven). The book 
opens with a preface by Professor Donald 
on Lincoln's use of newspapers in dis
seminating his policies, in conjunction 
with an unconvincing thesis on Lincoln's 
evolving view of presidential leadership. 
Each succeeding chapter contains brief 

n,, x .. l)ort(laln -at (11.1rtr- Jll,m,r, 

LINCOLN 
INTIETIIE 
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summaries by Harold Holzer putting the 
reportage in historical context. These 
mini-essays are succinct and to-the-point. 

The first work has no direct bearing 
on Lincoln and has no appeal to us. The 
second work is palatable in small doses. 
The style of newspaper writing during 
the Civil War is foreign to modern readers 
(or viewers, if you will) and it makes for 
pretty "dryn reading. Considered as a ref
erence work, the Donald and Holzer book 
may prove uselul to scholars interested 
in writing articles on specific events (e.g., 
the pre-inaugural trip or the assassina
tion). As an engaging historical narrative, 
though, it falls short. As we've stated 
before, just because the research materi
al exists, doesn't always justify a book. 

+++ 
William C. Harris. Lincoln's 
Rise to the Presidency. 
Lawrence, KS. University Press 
of Kansas. 2007, 412p., $34.95. 

W illiam C. Harris is professor emeri
tus of history at North Carolina 
State University and the author of 

nine other books, including at least two 
on Lincoln. This book's press release 
reads: "Although most scholars have 
labeled Lincoln a moderate, 
Harris reveals that he was 
by his own admission a con
servative who revered the 
Founders and advocated 
'adherence to the old and 
tried.' By emphasizing the 
conservative bent that guid
ed Lincoln's political evolu
tion - his background as a 
Henry Clay Whig, his rural 
ties, his cautious nature, 
and the racial and political 
realties of central Illinois -
Harris provides fresh 
insight into Lincoln's politi
cal ideas and activities and 
portrays him as morally opposed to slav
ery but fundamentally conservative in 
his political strategy against it. Inter
weaving aspects of Lincoln's file and 
character that were an integral part of his 
rise to prominence, Harris provides in
depth coverage of Lincoln's controversial 
term in Congress, his reemergence as the 
leader of the antislavery coalition in Hli
nols, and his Senate campaign against 

Stephen A. Douglas. He particularly 
describes how Lincoln organized the 
antislavery coalition into the Republican 
Party while retaining the support of its 
diverse elements, and sheds new light on 
Lincoln's ongoing efforts to bring Know 
Nothing nativists into the coalition wilh
out alienating ethnic groups. He also pro
vides new information and analysis 
regarding Lincoln's nomination and elec
tion to the presidency, the selection of 
his cabinet, and his important role as 
president-elect during the secession cri
sis of 1860..1861." 

As indicated, the book covers Lin
coln's life from bis birth to the inaugura
tion on March 4, 1861. The emphasis is 
on the period from 1854 to 1861, both for 
thematic reasons and as a consequence 
of the available resource material. The 
author is obviously versed in the well
spring of Lincoln historiography, which 
he selectively uses as a foundation to his 
own research. The book makes ample 
use of primary source material, such as 
newspaper editorials, correspondence, 
speeches, diaries, and selected quotes. 
We recognized some of the letters 
referred to as ones that have recently 
appeared "In the Marketplace" and 
reported on in our journal. Lincoln wrote 
a lot of letters In his time. Many of these 

reflect his ambition and 
concerns, as well as a desire 
to consult with his col
leagues and, in some 
instances, seek their aid. 
Lincoln knew that he could 
not accomplish his goals in 
a vacuum. When appropri
ate, reference ls sometimes 
made to the conclusions 
and observations of noted 
Lincoln biographers. 

There are thirteen illus
trations which consist 
almost exclusively of photo
graphic portraits of the per
sonalities discussed. The 

author is perhaps "material culture chal
lenged" and may not have felt the need to 
embellish his work with images of 
locales, political cartoons, documents, 
etc. Not a big point of contention, but the 
period described is so dramatic and col
orful, that the inclusion of more images 
could have only helped the reader to 
visualize the historical period. 

The book reads well and reflects a 

high level of scholarship. As such, it may 
well merit a place as a definitive, key 
work. It is certainly one of the best Lin
coln biographies we have read. The con
clusions are all "right-on-the-money" and 
are substantiated by original source 
material. We are treated to many quotes 
of Lincoln that we are unfamiliar with, 
along with statements by contempo
raries, favorable or not. Other unfamiliar 
events are discussed, such as a pre-pres
idential campaign strategy meeting held 
by Lincoln and his supporters in the win
ter of 1859-60. 

The authors tries to be objective in 
his analysis and description of events, 
and succeeds admirably. Still, he is not 
adverse to critiques of Lincoln. These 
include Lincoln's belief in repatriation or 
colonization for freed Blacks, his failure 
to issue reassurances and policy state
ments during the secession crisis, and 
his unrealistic hope that Civil War could 
be averted and that the majority of 
Southerners were opponents of seces
sion. Harris' views on the election of 1860 
also occasionally run contrary to tradi
tion. He disputes the notion that Lincoln 
gained the Republican nomination 
through deals made by his managers 
(notably with the Pennsylvania delega
tion loyal to Simon Cameron). He also 
disputes the idea that the "packing of the 
galleries" of the Wigwam with Lincoln 
partisans affected the result of the con
vention, and that the "Rail Splitter" Image 
introduced at the State Republican Con
vention in Decatur the preceding month 
had any appreciable affect on the out
come in Chicago. We do learn Lhal some 
Southern and border state delegations 
were seated at the Wigwam event, 
despite some credential controversy, 
mainly as a politically expedient move 
(delegation flags or standards for Texas 
and Arkansas remain extant). 

As stated, we can find little fault with 
any of the facts or conclusions that the 
book presents. In that regard, the book 
may be deemed definitive and authorita
tive. There is one exception, however, 
and that involves the contention that a 
key issue during the campaign of 1860 
evolved around charges of corruption in 
the Buchanan administration. Harris 
bases this on a brief reJerence in James 
McPherson's Battle City of Freedom. He 
quotes Iowa Republican Senator James 
Grimes as saying "Our triumph was 

continued, next page 
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achieved more because of Lincoln's hon
esty & the corruption of the Democrats, 
than because of the Negro question.~ 
August Belmont, Chairman of the Democ
ratic National Committee, declared "The 
country at large had become disgusted 
with the misrule of Mr. Buchanan, and the 
corruption which disgraced his adminis
tration. The Democratic party was made 
answerable for [Buchanan's] misdeeds ... 
This feeling was particularly strong in the 
rural districts." Is it possible that the gen
tlemen referred to had an agenda, such 
as a desire to marginalize the slavery 
Issue or overlook the weaknesses of Dou
glas? In any event, their comments con
stitute opinions. Harris brings up this 
corruption Issue perhaps a half-dozen 
times. We have never seen a single cam
paign item (ribbon, ballot, cartoon, pam
phlet, token or broadside) that deals with 
this so-<:alled key issue. And. common 
sense tells you that charges of corruption 
against Buchanan constitute a moot 
point. The guy was not running for re
election. No matter who won in 1860, 
there was going to be a new administra
tion Installed come March 4th 1861. 

We are also a little disconcerted over 
the assertion that the Wide Awakes were 
a quasi-military organization that provid
ed security during Lincoln's pre-inaugur
al trip and inauguration. We don't neces
sarily dispute this. but would appreciate 
more details. Unfortunately, no footnotes 
are attached to these statements. 

In reading Harris' narrative. we come 
away with a renewed respect for Lin
coin's political acumen and communica
tive skills. He was the quintessential 
political animal with a mind like a steel 
trap. He knew the politics and personali
ties in all the key states. He had his •fin
ger on the political pulse" of the body 
politic and knew how to navigate the 
political waters. While he made some 
mistakes in his career, his innate conser
vatism and understanding of people 
became sources of strength as he 
assumed the presidency. Fortunately for 
the country, the skills he honed and the 
experience he gained prior to being elect
ed came to serve him well during our 
country's greatest crisis. 

Larry A. Riney. Hell Gate of the 
Mississippi: The Effie Afton 
Trial and Abraham Lincoln's 
Role in It. Talesman Press, 
Geneseo, IL, 2007, 323p., $19.95. 

According to the press release, this 
inaugural work of the Talesman Press 
··documents one of the most impor

tant events in the early history of the 
Upper Mississippi River Valley. On May 6, 
1856, the steamboat Effie Alton crashed 
into a pier of the first bridge thrown 
across the Mississippi River at Rock 
Island, Illinois. The litigation that fol
lowed often has been called one of Abra
ham Lincoln's top ten trials ... the case 
became a major battle in the economic 
war fought between river men ... centered 
in St. Louis, and railroad financiers, head
quartered in Chicago and New York, who 
owned the bridge." 

This original work should appeal to 
those interested In the legal career or 
Abraham Lincoln, the mystique of early 
riverboat and railroad transportation, 
and the dramatic cavalcade or Western 
expansion. "One of the most interesting 
mixes of lawyers and politicians ever 
assembled in northern Illinois came 
together to prepare both sides or the 
Effie Afton Case In 1857. With outside 
money underwriting Captain Hurd, and 
with unlimited, powerful eastern capital 
available to the railroads. the 

a contender for the 1860 Republican 
presidential nomination, despite being 75 
years or age at the time. One of the 
opposing attorneys, by coincidence. was 
T. D. Lincoln. which no doubt caused 
some confusion as the trial unfolded over 
the course of two weeks. Each side was 
represented by a team of three lawyers 
who took turns taking testimony, cross
examining witnesses, and delivering 
opening and closing statements. Many 
depositions were read into the record, 
adding to the tedium of the proceeding 
for those who attended. The book fails to 
state how many spectators. if any, were 
allowed in the 20-foot square courtroom 
located on the third floor of the Saloon 
Building. Those unable to attend were 
able to read reports med by two newspa
per employees in attendance: Robert Hitt 
and I lenry Binsmore, representing Chica
go and St. Louis papers. These gentlemen 
transcribed the proceedings in short
hand, using two novel systems then gen
erally known as phonography. Both I litt 
and Binsmore would repeat their ser
vices during the Lincoln and Douglas 
debates a year later. Their trial reports 
would usually be sent by train to their 
employers for editing and typesetting, 
with publication taking place within two 
days. Because of the expense involved. 
only Important dispatches merited being 
transmitted by telegraph. 

"Tragically, because of the 
trial promised to be a head-to-
head, no-holds-barred battle of I I lat C \IT l1l' 1 III 
the best legal counsel the west- ~(1,,1s~IPl'l 

destruction caused by the 
Great Chicago Fire on October 
8, 1871. the Effie Alton trial 
holds the distinction of being 
the most thoroughly document
ed court case in the legal career 
of Abraham Lincoln. Flames that 
night were driven across the 
city by strong, prairie sirocco 
winds, burning the Courthouse 
and its legal archives of local as 
well as Circuit Court of the Unit
ed States for Northern Illinois 

ern frontier had to offer. Abra
ham Lincoln was the most 
famous member of the 
defense's team. in retrospect. 
The 48-year-old had a solid 
state-wide reputation as a well
respected politician and 
lawyer that he had built up 
after 23 years or service and 
practice. He also had devel
oped a growing political following in 
nearby states because or his stand 
against expanding slavery into the terri
tories. But In 1857, Norman B. Judd was 
the most powerful politician as well as 
the most recognized member or the team. 
Joseph Knox, a Rock Island railroad 
lawyer, made up the triumvirate." 

The presiding Judge in the case was 
John McLean, who would be considered 

documents. Inexplicably, Circuit Court of 
the United States for Southern Illinois doc
uments that could have chronicled Abra-
ham Lincoln's court appearances in 
Springfield had been transferred to Chica
go for sale-keeping. But for the efforts of 
two rival newspapers, a short legal 
reporl written by Justice John McLean 
would have been all that remained to 
document the Effie Alton case." 
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Although Lincoln had been integrally 
Involved with a similar case revolving the 
suspension bridge in Peoria, his involve
ment in the Effie Afton trial was of a sup
portive nature. Interestingly, the North
west Ordinance of 1787 was a component 
of both the Effie Afton trial and Lincoln's 
Cooper Union address in 1860. Jn the for
mer case, involving the unobstructed nav
igation of rivers and streams, the intent of 
the founding fathers was compromised by 
the unforeseeable development of tech
nology (specifically, railroads). Lincoln's 
counterpart in the trial. "T. D." Lincoln, 
delivered a closing argument lasting seven 
hours. Lincoln, for the defense, was mer
cifully more circumspect. Excerpts from 
his statement are reprinted In the book. 
They are interesting to a certain degree, 
though not of a comparable level to his 
Jater, political pronouncements. 

Despite a "packed jury" seemingly 
favorable to the bridge owners and rail
road interests, the case ended in a hung 
jury. The case did spawn future lawsuits 
involving the river trade and bridge oper
ators. As with many "old" technologies, 
river transport was on the "losing end" of 
history and would experience a prolonged 
and steady decline. Railroad transport 
was cheaper, more efficient, less labor
intensive, and not subject to tides and the 
weather. The impetus for western expan
sion, linking suppliers and consumers, 
and military demands occasioned during 
the Civil War, effectively sealed the fate of 
the competing systems. 

I found this book fairly interesting, 
although some of the rhetorical argu
ments used by the author in questioning 
aspects of the trial testimony were uncon
vincing. It also should be mentioned that 
the role played by Abraham Lincoln in 
this trial was somewhat limited. He is 
therefore not a key or central figure In the 
story. However, we do get a flavor of a 
romanticized period in our history ... "Life 
on the Mississippi" Chicago-style. And, 
except for seeing Henry Fonda in the 
courtroom scene in "Young Abe Lincoln", 
there's little documentary material on Lin
coln as lawyer. So, despite its limitation, 
this work serves to "flesh out" the picture. 

Required Reference Recommendations 

0 ur esteemed friend, Dr. Norm Boas, of Seaport Auto
graphs, has just published a 36-page booklet entitled 

"Abraham Lincoln Chronology: The Prairie Years 1809-
1861." It begins with the year of Lincoln's birth and ends 
with his first inauguration as president. Peppered with a 
dozen illustrations or so. the entries relate significant 
events in Lincoln's life, actlvltles·reJated to his develop
ment and career, speeches that he made, as well as hls 
travel itinerary. It serves as a concise supplement to Lin
coln Day by Day. Norm states in the forward: "We hope 
that you will find It helpful in quick searches of Lincoln's 
activities, cited monthly and yearly, during his years on 
the prairie." Published privately by the author, It is 
available for $9.95 (www.seaportautographs.com) 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
CI-IRONOLOOY 
TIIF PRA1RII \"CARS 

.. 

B esides selling historical manuscripts and Civil War 
artifacts via periodic mall auctions, the Raynors of 
Burlington, NC service their clients In other man

ners. Their division known as "Raynors' Inventory Man
agement Services" provides software for collection 
inventory maintenance and provides consultation on a 
personal basis. Recently, they have published a fine ref
erence book on Confederate generals and politicians. It 
is titled Raynors' Compendium of Autographs & Biogra
phies of the High Commanders of the Confederote States 
of America. It is an updated version of the out-of-print 
book on Confederate generals autographs by Michael i...;;;; ___ __:__=---=~~.;,::.:.:;:..J 

Reese, long considered the essential work on the subject. Indeed, the Raynor guJde 
utilizes "exemplars" of autographs from Mr. Reese's collection. The book contains 
Images, autographs and biographies of approxlmately 500 CSA generals, arranged 
alphabetically. It also contains a wealth of statistical information related to Confeder
ate generals, detailed summaries of the ten most costly battles of the war, plus a list 
of: Signers of the Confederate Constitution, members of the executive branch, mem
bers of the Senate and House, governors with examples of their signatures, and dele
gates to the various state secession conventions. Images of Items from museum hold
ings and items sold by the Raynors are generously used as Illustrations throughout 
the work. A brief chapter near the end discusses basics of "Collecting the Confedera
cy." A companion book on Union generals Is currently In the works. Copies are avail
able online ($69.95) - www.hcaauctions.com. 

Some kitsch is just so wonderfully bizarre, it has to 
be sharedl Peter Klamet recenty found these orange 

flavor Lincoln-head suckers on the Internet. The pack
aging proclaims "I'm delicious ... honest!" 
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Rail Splinters 
~ Here's a fun item we recently came across that quali
- • fies as a "late starter" to the article The Game of Poli
tics: Sports and Performance Imagery that appeared in our Sum
mer/Fall 2005 issue. This small folio black and white lithograph 

cartoon Is by an unknown publisher and was likely issued short
ly after the "preliminary" Emancipation Proclamation 
announced in September 1862. It is titled "Grand Sweepstakes for 
1862. Won by the Celebrated Horse 'Emancipation.'" ln it, a 
crowd of spectators watches a horse race composed of horses 
with Negro heads, with famous politicians acting as jockeys. 
"Emancipation" with "Old Abe" aboard, has won three straight 
heats, and is declared the winner in lhe contest. "Contraband" 
with Charles Sumner up finishes second, "John Brown" with 

Massachusetts Governor John Andrew gets the "show" spot, 
while "Philosopher" with Horace Greeley runs out of the money. 
Other horses in the field have William Lloyd Garrison, Theodore 
Parker and Wendell Phillips in the stirrups. A group of colored 
persons in the foreground celebrate Old Abe's victory (they are 
probably friends with the horse's groom!) while a White couple 
look particularly displeased with the result. The racetrack is not 

Pimlico or Churchill Downs, but the "Potomac" course. This 
unique cartoon is pro-Lincoln in Its outlook, although the African 
Americans are depicted in the typically demeaning caricatures of 
the period. New discoveries keep on being made! 

~ In the world of collecting, we always counsel 
caution! As you realize, we obsess on know

ing the "back-story" to remarkable pieces of history that come 
onto the market. Not Just attending to the material object itself 
but li,kewise the history of ownership, the provenance. We love 
to trace the llneage ... the "pedigree" of something that has not 
just survived all these years, but been treasured and loved. 
Sometimes knowing such information can be rather illuminating. 
Case in point: a relic recently listed on eBay as follows: This 
unique, hand-crafted item was made by a group known as the Rail 
Spliller's Brigade, an alliance of supporters who clearly had an axe 
to grind with Lincoln's opponents. Measuring 3/" long, the wood
chopper has darkened considerably, almost to black. Hand-painted 
on the 5" x 8" head in slightly muted red lettering is, UNCOLN CAM
PAIGN· 1860 • RAIL SPlr/TER'S BRIGADE. Adhered to the reuerse 
of the axe's head is a small, ~-
vintage piece of paper on 
which the identity of our lin
colnian lumbe,jack is revealed: 
Carried by James E. Edmunds. 
This axe was acquired from the 
estate of Art Schofield, an early 
member of the American Politi
cal Items Collectors (APIC) who 
designed AP/C's emblem. Ideal ...._ _________ __. 
for display, it is showcased 
within an elegant. custom-made, gold-toned shad
owbox that measures /6" x 39''. Up to this point 
the person listing the item (we intentionally did 
not say ·seller" as this remains in question) 
had a spotless record - as both an eBay buyer 
and seller. About 200 feedback comments 
reveal the person to be a philatelist- someone 
dealing in stamps. Interestingly, he had not pur
chased or sold anything on this account in 
more than three years. One might jump to sev
eral possible conclusions ... many of which call 
into question whether or not this offering was 
"above board." The lister's location, usually 
Identified by a home city, was not identified. 1.111----"" 
More troubling was that all bidder identities were likewise kept 
"Private." And, if none of this raised any red flags, the fact that 
the item could only be paid for with money orders or cashier's 
checks should have been noticed. When all was said and done, 
the no-reserve auction concluded with 29 bids executed; the 
campaign relic purportedly sold for $985. This parade ax is 
patently "one of a kind"; it cannot be confused with other exam
ples. The internet description correctly details provenance as 
originating from the collection of Art Schofield, an early member 
of the club of political memorabilia collectors, the APIC. Howev
er, it fails to reference any of the history since the death of Mr. 
Schofield more than twenty years ago. We know - with certainty 
- that it was acquired by Kenton Broyles, another prominent 
APIC member. Broyles subsequently sold the ax for $30,000 
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(about six years ago) to a Connecticut collector, Hubert San
tos. Tl1is same piece was then auctioned by Bill Mastro ("Mas
tronet") in a December 7, 2005 sale - profiered as lot #21, selling 
for $8,500 including the buyer's premium. We are not question
ing the authenticity of the item and voice no opinion one way or 
another. We simply question the odd series of events chronicled 
above ... from $30,000 to $8,500 down to $985 - all within just a 
few years! (As to the correctness of the relic, we know of sever
al authentic Lincoln parade axes: one privately held, one in the 
Douglas Collection at Cornell and one in the Smithsonian. This 
appears of the right vintage, shows the requisite signs of 
age/wear and may well be authentic. Still, the "back-story" is 
quite puzzling. We then had the matter clarified by contact with 
the person who had "purchased" the relic on eBay: it was all a 
scam. The text and scans were lifted by the seller from the Mas
tro catalog; they never had it to sell. Sadly, the trusting bidder is 
now out $1,000+ ... a lot less than the original $30k, and still less 
than the $8,500 re-sale price, but still too much to lose. 

~ We are often asked for information about 
~~ works of art: paintings, busts, engravings; 
depictions of the visage of Lincoln spanning the last 150 
years. Often, sadly, without an artist's attribution or markings 
on the piece, desired insight is lost. Occasionally, however, 

the history of a piece is revealed by 
correspondence that is discovered ... 
particularly when It can be linked to a 
work that is known. Jn this case, we 
found the history ... now just wonder 
as to where the item can be found! The 
Henry Luhrs Collection of Lincolniana 
(recently sold by Heritage Galleries of 
Dallas) included several busts of Lin
coln: the good, the bad, and the UGLY! 
But not that pictured here. From cor
respondence we found in the Luhrs 
research flies, it appears Luhrs was 
given the opportunity to purchase this 
work of art in 1952 (at an unspecified 

, -~=:::.iiiiiii.a• price), but didn't follow through. 
'- Chester Orsini of Meriden, CT, owned 
the piece and provided some research from a New York 
restorer named Sigmund Rothschild. The 14" bust was sculpt
ed by Franklin Simmons, and cast in 1865 by William Miller & 
Company of Providence, Rhode Island. We have seen individ
ual, large bronze roundels by Simmons featuring Lincoln, 
Grant and Sheridan. According to Rothschild's letter, Sim
mons worked in Washington, D.C. in 1864 and 1865. He made 
bronze busts of Sherman, David D. Porter and U. S. Grant as 
well as statues of Roger Williams, William King, Oliver P. Mor
ton and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Orsini had the bust 
professionally photographed. Based on his marketing efforts, 
we assume the price was steep. Anyone seen an example? 

~ Lincoln's assassination was a nightmare for Mary 
Todd. One reason: there was no one to pay the out

standing bills she had piled up and her source of income was 
cut off! Much of her time in subsequent years was taken up 

continued, next page 
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A Confederate recruiting broadside. 
Estimate: $4,000 - $6,000 

Featuring material from the Estate of Doug O'Dell 
late proprietor of Chapel Hill Rare Books 

Please contact Jeremy Markowitz for further details 
jeremy.markowitz@bloomsburyauctions.com 

THE WORLD'S LEADING AUCTION HOUSE POR RARE BOOKS 

6 West 48th Street, New York, NY 10036 www.bloomsburyaue11ons.com , (212) 719· 1000 

NEW YORK LONDON ROME 
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More Splinters! 

lobbying for a pension 
from the government. She 
also sought to sell off per
sonal affects to meet her 
day-to-clay expenses. We 
recently found this 1867 
newspaper clipping as 
provenance pinned to a 
linen kerchief. It lists arti
cles of her wardrobe 
offered for direct sale by 
a New York merchant. We 
don't know the details, 
but assume the items 
were placed on consign
ment. The asking prices 
are steep, even by today's 
standards, ranging from a 

plain paisley shawl for $50 to $4,000 for an "unmade" white lace 
dress. Two "key" pieces in the collection were not priced ... the 
dress she wore for the Second Inauguration and the one she 
wore to Ford's Theatre the night of the assassination. Jewelry 
was also included in the offering. There may have been $20,000 
worth of items up for grabs. but we guess the consignment failed 
to attract many buyers at those prices. If anyone has insight on 
the circumstances of this sale, please let us know! 

Exposing Civil War Fakes, Frauds and Fantasies on eBay. 

~ As Mark Twain said, "A lie can travel haU way 
around the world while the truth is putting on its 

shoes!" While some entrepreneurs are using the internet for 
nefarious reasons, Rail Splitter Olin Shotwell is attempting to 
turn the tables on those "mis-kites" attempting to peddle spuri
ous material. He has established a web site dedicated to alerting 
collectors to the ever-going amount of reproductions appearing 
on the internet. "The DOGPILE" is an on-line attempt to expose 
some of the Civil War and Abraham Lincoln fakes, frauds and fan
tasies that have been offered on eBay. A wide variety of spurious 
Items are listed on its various pages. Page four (Abraham Lin
coln!) is in its infancy and would benetit grcally i1 the readers of 
The Rail Sp/ii/er would lend a hand by sending them links to such 
eBay "ilk." Of course they will only put them on the site if there 
is absolute proof that the items in question are indeed bogus. 
The DOGPILE can be viewed easily from the LINKS page at 
www.shotwellsantiques.com. They can be contacted by emall 
from the site or al bogusrelics@aol.com. Hopefully, this site will 
help educate collectors in navigating the murky and treacherous 
waters of the "bay" and shed light on a rather unsavory aspect 
of the internet experience. 

~ Much of the grunt-work of politics. at the grass
roots level, has changed little over the years. Dur

ing the 19th century, volunteers engaged in fund-raising, tabulat
ing lists of voters and their preferences, transporting voters to 
the polls, etc. This "Presidential Campaign of 1864" circular with 
accompanying transmittal envelope, recently sold on the inter
net. It was issued in Washington, DC by the Union Congressional 
Committee. This might have been a ·soft money• effort, as the 
names of the candidates favored by the committeemen are 
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unstated. Still, there 
can be little doubt that 
they were working in 
behalf of the National 
Union ticket of Lincoln 
and Johnson. What 

.#"'' 
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makes this item note-
•~,......,-... ,...... 

.1--t .. ~ 
worthy, however, is ~ ~ 
the appeal (or, more .~ -~·•' «-;.,.. "':"" 
accurately, the demand) 
it contains. Treasurer ~-------------~ 
James Harlan, Republican Senator from Iowa writes to a Penn
sylvania postmaster and informs him he has been "assessed $5" 
to assist in the work of the campaign, and that the money should 
be sent to Harlan in Washington. The not-so-subtle inference 
here is ... "you owe your job to us and if you don·t come through 
with the money, you may be out of a job alter the election." We 
feel confident that compliance was 100%. In sending the circular, 
Harlan used his free franking privilege (likely a violation of the 
rules governing same). It is likely his correspondent, a postmas
ter, also used his Iran king privilege in remitting the $5 requested. 
Money greases the wheels of politics, then and now!! 

~~ In our Summer 2007 issue, we reviewed Debby Apple
~ gate's biography of Henry Ward Beecher. A small por
tion of that work deals with Beecher's affair with Chloe Beach, the 
wife of his friend and neighbor, Moses Sperry Beach (of the Neu· 
York Sun Beach's). Chloe had a daughter, Violet, whom, rumor 
had it, was a consequence of their llllcit Baison. An archive of 
Beecher's letters to Violet exists. as well as Violet's letters to her 
mother, to Beecher. and from Beecher's second wife to Violet. 
These letters (fifteen in number) served as research material for 
Applegate, although none were quoted In the biography which 
did not overly dwell on the subject. The archive was discovered 
by noted New York antiquarian Bruce 
Gimelson who donated the materal to the ~------ ...... 
Robert Frost Library at Amherst College. 
(Beecher's a/ma-materf) Beecher identi- .. 
fied himself in many of the early letters as 
"grandpa". Whether this was a ruse to 
cover their real relationship (assuming 
Beecher was indeed her father) or a title 
representing endearment and an emo
tional lie, remains unanswered. They did 
correspond regularly until Beecher's 
death and Beecher even appears in one 
cabinet card with the young Violet. In ~------~ 
any event, the letters are particularly 
charming and endearing ... and confirm In 
our minds the relationship! A few 

Henry Ward Beecher with 
"granddaughter'' Violet 
Beach in the 1870s 

excerpts for your consideration: --------
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To my dear grand daughter- Thank you for the letter, my dear, and 
for the flower. I am sure it is pleasant to be remembered & to have 
such pleasant remembrances called up. I suppose you have been 
very happy & very mischievous, and very roguish, and very, very 
naughty, and as bad as a robin, and as frisky as a squirrel, and a per
fect monkey, parrot and for all the world as homely as a white vio
leJ! Well, next week Saturday I hope to see you and thank you for 
remembering grandpa. Tell your mother to be a good girl and to whip 
you every day. I hope Emma & Ella are very good. If they are, you 
may give my love to them - But Charlie I know is so bad, that you 
just shake him. Does he talk yet as bad as he did? Well good bye, my 
dear, a very pleasant week to you, & then, Grandpa will come back. 

My dear Violet - You are quite right, in all you say about Will's 
engagement, but you don't go half far enough. fl is a crime that can
not be executed, nor can language be found that will make it more 
odious. I am ready to stab him & poison her. Should such conduct 
go unpunished, the whole world might catch the infection & grew 
as wicked as they were before the flood for is it not said, that they 
were "marrying & giving in in marriage" - until the flood came & 
swept them all away" & served them right too! I don't know. I fear 
stabbing will be too good for Will. It will let him off too soon. let's 
see if we can't think of some choice torment. What say you to let
ting him marry this outrageous sweetheart, & be compelled to live 
with her? And then, in about 25 years let them have some good for 
nothing fellow walk up & marry their daughter. Yes. That will be 
better. But, nourish your wrath. Don't let it go out. I will send you a 
vocabulary of words & a few oaths written to this occasion, and you 
can copy them off & recite this morning & evening instead of the 
good prayers in the Episcopal Book - which are weak & cool 
affairs whereas, you want damnatory & red hot petitions. Trust 
Providence, my dear. Read the Abjurgatory Psalms. Begin with 
Psalm 137:7-9, Psalm 69:22-28, Ps. 59:/0-17. But, above all, that 
choice Psalm I 09. I would suggest, also, that for a while I would let 
the New Testament alone, as it may somewhat interfere with the 
sentiments expressed in the psalms. I will try to help you all I can. 
I will invent a few new oaths by the time the old staple ones get 
cool. - Yours in the bonds of an everlasting hatred of all who get 
married, to anybody's daughter. - Henry Ward Beecher. Apl. 8, 
1885 - three days after Easter. 

Eunice Beecher closed one of her letters to Violet as 
"grandma" with Rev. Beecher ending another missive thusly: "I 
hope you are taking good care of both the kittens & that you don't 
let Beauty worry them - Are the dolls well? Give my love to Ella, 
Emma. pa & ma, & to Charlie if he is good & don't tease you. From 
your affectionate grandpa, H. W Beecher." 

Perhaps not evidence that would hold up in a court of law ... but 
we're convinced! 

Lincoln to be Re-Tired. 

~ Attention Bridgestone and Firestone consumers: the 
• old "Penny test" to gauge the tread of your tire has 

suffered from lnilation! WhUe Lincoln is broadly associated with 
a multitude of accomplishments and characteristics, a lesser
known claim to fame is Honest Abe's contribution to automotive 
maintenance. That's right, Abe Lincoln has made a significant 
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contribution to car care. The Lincoln penny 
test has become a tried-and-true method of 
determining when it's time to get new tires. 
The procedure is as simple as placing a penny 
in the tread and using Abe Lincoln's likeness as 
your guide. Here's the three-step penny test: I. 
Take a penny and pinch Abe's body between your thumb and 
forefinger; 2. Put Lincoln's head into one of the grooves on the 
tread. Select a point on your tire where tread appears the lowest; 
3. If any -part of Abe Lincoln's head is obscured by the tread, 

you're driving with the legal and safe amount of 
tread. If you can see above his head, where it 

says "In God We Trust," take a hint: you're ready 
for a new tire. However, much like those want
ing to eliminate the cent from minted curren
cy, Tire Rack, which studies and sells tires, 
says that the penny test is outdated! They 
inform us that drivers should use a quarter 
instead. The quarter gives a measurement of an 

!/8th of an inch instead of a 16th. "The difference 
between the quarter-tested tires and the penny-

tested tires can be the difference between stopping 
on a wet expressway or crashing into the car ahead of you," said 
John Rastetter, Tire Rack's director of tire information services. 
Consumer Reports conducted similar tire tests and has just 
announced that it also believes we should use a quarter Instead 
of a penny to check tread. To use the quarter test, hold the quar
ter, head down, and stick it in the tire tread groove. A spokesper
son for the highway safety agency said that the government wiU 
continue requiring tire manufacturers to put wear bars on tires at 
the 16th of an inch mark and that it's up to the states, and con
sumers, if tires should be changed sooner. 

~ This chromolithograph, coat-
~ ed stock card recently made 
an auction appearance. It looks like a Vic
torian scrap, intended for placement in a 
scrapbook or for decorative purposes. 
The bouquet of flowers appears solely 
decorative. The slogan, though, certainly 
makes one think of Abraham Lincoln 
and Civil War-era politics. A close ~-~~~=~~:__ 

~ I • examination reveals a copyright date ~✓.l 
of 1861 and a PhiladelpWa origin. 
Much of the patriotic and political 
ephemera of this period was printed 
there. Taken as a whole, then, the 
object transcends its original attribution into something related 
to Lincoln and the early patriotic fervor seen in the first year of 
the War. As to its precise purpose, we can only speculate. Based 
on its size and decorative elements, we believe it to be a playing 
card from a board game. Perhaps part of the game was to assem
ble a suit of flowers of like kind. No other elements from this 
game have surfaced, so this example constitutes the first piece 
in the puzzle. In the meantime, it is OK for Lincoln collectors! 

~ One of our favorite museums, the Museum of the 
20£J!b.;; Confederacy in Richmond, VA, has been visited by 
"hard times" lately. Attendance has decreased from 92,000 year-

continved, next page 
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ly in the early 1990s to 44,000 last year. Other Civil War sites, 
however, have seen an Increase in the same period. The falloff 

Is blamed on encroaching develop
__ __, ment of nearby Virginia Common

wealth University's medical campus. 
This situation is hard to figure, as visi
tors to Richmond can visit not only the 
Museum of the Confederacy, but the 

Confederate White House, Vir-
ginia Medical College with its 
circa 1840 Egyptian Revival 
facade, the colonial-era church 
attended by Patrick Henry, not 
to mention some decent bar
be-que joints! The museum 
also shares a problem with 

The Museum of the Confederacy similar institutions: namely, 
and the Confederate White House. inadequate space to display all 

their holdings. The current 
facilities can only accommodate viewing of 10% of the collec
tion. Several solutions are under consideration, including 
opening branches at other Civil War-related sites. One such 
site is Fort Monroe, slated for closure In 2011 under Congress' 
Base Realignment and Closure plan. Museum president and 
CEO S. Waite Rawls Ill presented the museum's proposal to 
the Fort Monroe Federal Area Development Authority recent
ly. The authority is charged with determining the future of the 
Hampton, Va., fort after the Army leaves. Fort Monroe was 
selected as a potential site because of Its historical connec
tion to the Civil War. Robert E. Lee supervised construction of 
the fort and Jefferson Davis was a prisoner there. Fort Mon-
roe already is welcoming nearly as many Civil War history 
buffs as Richmond, the former capital of the Confederacy, 
despite Army restricllons that make access to the fort diffi-
cult. The other two possible sites are the Appomattox Court 
House National Park and the Chancellorsville Battlefield Visi
tor Center near Fredericksburg, Va. The museum hopes those 
two branches could be opened by the Civil War's sesquicen
tennial in 2011, followed by the Fort Monroe location at an 
undetermined date. The museum would keep its offices, arti-
fact storage, library and research center in its Richmond loca
tion for at least five years. Before any decisions can be made 
on the site, the authority plans to organize a symposium of 
Civil War specialists to determine what the central theme of 
the museum would be, ensure It Is historically accurate and 
gather public input. In the meantime, we recommend a visit 
to the area. Monticel-
lo and Mt. Vernon are 
nearby and are cer
tainly must-see loca
tions that will appeal 
to both young and 
old, collector and 
non-collector alike! 

SWANN ■ 
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l Although Lincoln got a boost in his career at 
Cooper Institute in New York City, lhe metropo
lis remained a Demcoralic bastion throughout 
his administration. Mayor Wood was a copper

head and opposition to draft quotas and the 
substitute system resulted in riots In July 1863. 

Several publishers churned out anti-Lincoln 
imprints. Bromley & Company prinled vicious 

cartoons and J. F. Feeks printed this volume and 
a host of others. Feeks was located on Ann 

Street, near City Hall and printers' row. 
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LETTERS 
TO 
THE EDITOR 

Greetings, 

I have in my possession an authenticated campaign biography 
signed by Abraham Lincoln from 1860 that I acquired in a sports 
auction and H is my understanding that you will soon be having 
an auction of historic documents and I would like to know if you 
may have any interest in selling it. Please let me know either way 
and I will arrange to have pictures sent to you or the actual book 
should you choose to move forward, thank you very much. 

Best Regards, 
Wayne Hunter 

[fu!i.tQ.r: First off, this signature is beyond "suspect"; it just isn't 
right. It doesn't surprise us you found It in a sports auction, a 
field where fake signatures are often the norm. The certificate of 
authenticity is likewise worthless (strike two!) The Stevens-Tay
lor Authentication Team is unknown and unrecognized in the 

unn»rrllll!p;a1ua 

field of historical documents. Their letter contains many dis
claimers ("We assume no liability whatsoever ... as a result of any 
opinion rendered ... it is ... our considered opinion that this item 
likely contains a valid signature ... ") We were told by STAT that 
they hold themselves out as sports and entertainment spec.ial
ists. When they get a non-sports item, they have a "colleague" 
who works for the Conservation Center for Art & Historic Arti
facts (CCAHA) in PhiJadelphia check it out and render an opin
ion. They supposedly test the ink and paper, too, all for $125. 
This should tell you something. No authenticator worth his salt 
would even lift a finger for $125. Remember the old dictum ... 
"you get what you pay for!" 

+ 
Dear Rail Splitter. 

In reviewing some of the old Rail Splitter auction catalogs, I 
noticed in the I 0th auction catalog item #973 which is described 
as a kPristine Lincoln Funeral Broadside 1865, Philadelphia, PA." 

Actually. this is a William Henry Harrison 
broadside. The proceedings described 
were held on April 20th and Lincoln's 
body didn't make it to Philadelphia until 
the 22nd. Moreover, three of the principal 
actors mentioned in the broadside are 
John Morin Scott who was Mayor of 
Philadelphia from October 19, 1841 to 
October 15, 1844. Joseph R. Ingersoll, who 
was a Whig Congressman from Philadel
phia from October 12, 1841 to March 3, 
1849, and John K. Kane, a leading Philadel
phia Democrat who died in 1858. 

In his review of the new biography of 
Horace Greeley in the most recent issue, 
Don writes, "Despite his political ambi
tions, Greeley never won any elective 
office." In fact, Greeley was elected as a 
Whig to the 30th Congress to fill a vacan
cy and served from December 4, 
1848 to March 3, 1849. 

Enclosed is a copy of a small 
1860 Cincinnati broadside relating 
to a ~campaign medal" which the L,.~ ·"•· 

It \t:H \f. 110\0lhC 

LATE PRESIDENT. 

'-"--' -1---',... • .;-
di stri bu tor claims to "be universally - ·/ " ........... -'-' - '-, 
accepted as the Party Badge ,--,,, .... ...,✓ ''·7'-' '" ,...,_ 

~ -/-/-t,..-1.J-J . .t41-

throughout the country." Neither ,,, •- 1'),-1t.1- d. ,u,• ..... 
l'-,,tl-J 1,1,. --A:,, 

the badge northe party is identified. ,,. L.._ 1/J ,,_ _....,_._ '-? 

Do you have any idea what the ;:_,-;:-. .:1:::Z_':. ·(?' ,.,(~ 
b dg • htb ? IL-,...1,,,,J-'ULH-,I ,_-1..-.-a e nug e. ,,.. _ ,.,.,_, . +-'·;.. ,,. ,,_ 

Finally, I also enclose a photo- ,,....,. ,, .... , .. tL.-✓1, ,,._._9,..._ 
.../-VLft-/•1-,- .t,.,L..IL,. 

copy of a dance card for the 1861 .. ,.... --1-- ,,,, ~-".,. ,,. :.,,,;,. 
• gu al ball hich I ch d ·/•,1-1... --''' 7\..1, ,- 11, ,I.'"-mau r w pur ase ,,,_,, ,,, __,_ -/ ,..... _,_,. t'•/-• 
many years ago. You will note writ- _,. __ ,L,,,,.,,,.,,_,._,._.,,_, 

J... ✓._,.,J.,.,..,1, .. ,,.... ....... _ .. -1--1.,.._ 
ten at the top in a contemporary J. r. DH.ill!" co. 
hand the following: "Young Lincoln 
presented this to me at the [Union 
Ball]." Robert was at the ball. Does this pass your smell test? 

Tom Houston 
Indianapolis, IN 

[f&llQr: Thanks for your support and contributions to your fel
low collectors. I did not catalog the funeral broadside, so I must 
enter a "not guilty" plea. Hopefully, the purchaser of this rare 
relic knew what he was getting (you have to be "wide awake" to 
get over on the Rail Splitte,:0. Greeley did apparently win election 
to the 30th Congress, in spite of the fact that the election was for 

continued, next page 
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the unexpired term of Congressman David S. Jackson. We erro
neously assumed it was an interim appointment by the Gover
nor. Your jobbers circular for the 1860 "enigma" campaign medal 
is another neat piece of ephemera that we love to report on. We 
will venture an "educated guess" and say the medal in question 
was Sullivan-DeWitt AL,I860-18, produced by Benjamin True of 
Cincinnati. This medal was produced for a.II four candidates in 

1860 and may have merited the price of fif
teen-cents a pop. The agent may have 

intentionally withheld the name of the 
candidate, sending a Bell medal to Bell 
supporters, a Lincoln medal to Lincoln 
supporters, etc. The Union Ball dance 
card "smells" line to usl We've got a spot 

for it in our Riker Mount should you be 
inclined to pass it on! It appears that 
Young Bob had his eye on one lady in 
particular, on whom he bestowed this 
souvenir and "invitation to the dance." 
Since the dance "engagements" are all 

The "Douglass" (sic) medal 
by Benjamin True of Cincin
nati, one of the series made 

for each candidate. 
-------- left blank, we wonder ii the presiden

tial son found himself "preoccupied" that evening!] 

+ 
Dear Rail Splitter. 

I am writing to respond to your commentary in Lhe Summer 
2007 Rail Splitter on the 1864 cdv of the Brooklyn Resolutes. I am 
both a lifelong historian of baseball, and since the early 1990s, an 
active buyer and investor of vintage and high quality baseball 
memorabilia. Also, for the last ten years I have rediscovered an 
interest in studying Lincoln, and have become an equally fervent 
purchaser of Lincoln memorabilia. Naturally, I have always been 
on the lookout for any item that provides a nexus between the 
two. I likewise have a great interest in what, If any, interest or 
association Lincoln actually had with baseball during his lifetime. 

The only item I ever acquired for my collection that has a 
baseball and Lincoln theme is a cereal box from the late 1930s. I 
enclose a copy of that item: the back of a 1939 Wheaties box. The 
orange field and blue lettering Is unmistakably a Wheaties box ... 
During the Great Depression ... Wheaties saw the opportunity to 
put photos of athletes and other entertainment personalities on 
the backs of their cereal boxes as an attempt to strengthen sales ... 

However, while being a genuinely scarce 1939 Lincoln col
lectible, the assertions made on the item are entirely the Imagi
nation of the production company. If you look closely at the ital
icized wriling at the bottom, the incident pictured is taken from 
one of A. G. Spalding's books on baseball. Spalding, probably 
most commonly associated with the sporting goods company 
that still bears his name, Is himself a member of the Baseball Hall 
of Fame. Unfortunately, Spalding was also one of the "Oliver 
Stones" of his generation. Although not alone in his efforts, it 
was Spalding as much as anyone else who is responsible for the 
commonly held yarn about young Abner Doubleday inventing 
baseball in Cooperstown, New York In 1839 ... Doubleday himself 
never laid claim to inventing baseball, or having anything to do 
with It for that matter ... Still, there are many who continue to 
believe that baseball was invented by Doubleday in 1839 (hence 

the 1839 reference on the 
Wheaties box - and hence 
the reference to Oliver 
Stone; unfortunately, once 
a mythical version of an 
event is skillfully intro
duced, it is impossible to 
fully expose the idea as a lie l880-UICOU &EJS IIEWS 
and purge It from the public OF NOMINATION ON BASEBALL FIELD! 
consciousness) .... Spalding 
and others wanted to prove 
that baseball is entirely an 
American Invention, and 
not an offshoot of cricket or 

• - - --· --·--·-
-·--- - - __ .... '-_.._ __ -·--....---____ _, ____ .,., __ ....... _ ......... _...._ 
___ _._..,,. ------ ..... , ..._._.,..._ _____ -
~~------ ________ ._,._ 

any other European game. In actuality, baseball is likely a version 
not of cricket, but a different old British game called "rounders", 
and was introduced to the new country in the late eighteenth
century ... 

I am curious to know where you got the date of 1833 in your 
write-up on the cdv. While there are references about crude 
forms of baseball as far back as soldiers' diaries at Valley forge, 
I don't think anybody will or can assign a definitive date as to the 
start of baseball's existence. It has always been generally accept
ed that the first competitive, organized game was played in June 
1846 between the New York Knickerbockers and another team 
from New York on the Elysian Fields in Hoboken, New Jersey ... (I 
understand that for most of the twentieth-century, there was a 
Chase & Sanborn coffee factory on the site. It has since been 
demolished and the location is now recognized as a historical 
site to be preserved.] 

In any event, getting back to Lincoln's interest in baseball... 
I... doubt If there were very many baseball-related [political] ads 
for any candidate. Hopefully, with the help of other Rail Splitters, 
we can learn more about Lincoln's actual association with base
ball. Any additional information would be appreciated. 

Donald L. Wagner 
Erie, PA 

[.E2l.t.Qr: The only Lincoln item we are aware of that deals with 
baseball is the Currier & Ives cartoon: "The National Game -
Three ·outs" and 'One Run.' Abraham Winning the Ball." We have 
seen an 1872 campaign booklet that depicts all the presidential 
candidates of that year engaged in a baseball game. And, In 1888, 
tobacco cards were issued depicting all the presidential candi
dates as baseball players, part of the "Presidential 8.8. Club." 
According to scholars, Lincoln was playing handball when he 
received news of his nomination in 1860. We have recently seen 
a 1914 newspaper article from the "SL. Louis Globe" in which 
reporter Winfield Scott Larner claims to have seen Lincoln & Tad 
attending a D.C. baseball game In 1862. According to Larner, the 
game was played at the old circus grounds on Sixth & K Streets 
between the Quartermaster Department and the Commissary 
Department. No stands were erected. The playing area was 
roped off and the presidential party sat In the saw dust ring adja
cent to first base. As concerns 1833, we got that information 
from Rob Lifson's catalog entry for the recent sale of the 
Philadelphia Olympic Base Ball Club Constitution and By-laws, 
published in 1838. This group, according to Rob, first got togeth-
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er to play baseball in 1833. As adult men, they were ridiculed by 
some for playing a game typically associated with children. In 
December 1837, they formaljzed their association and drew up 
rules, elected officers, etc. As history is in constant flux, subject 
to new discoveries and interpretations, there may never may a 
definitive date assigned for the origins of organized baseball in 
the United States. In the meantime, though, 1833 seems a rea
sonable conclusion.) 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

In 2002, Gary W. Woolson and I wrote an article in The Rail 
Splitter titled "The Forged Hannibal Hamlin Library Stamp." We 
reported that a noted book dealer in Canada, Borden Clark, cre
ated a rubber stan1p "LIBRARY OF HANNIBAL HAMLIN" which he 
used to imprint innumerable documents, letters and books. This 
was clearly a forgery, enabling him to proiil by suggesting that 
these pieces came from the vice-president's library. 

As a follow-up, we recently learned from Gary that the Ban
gor Theological Seminary was plarung to sell their campus that 
included the home of Hannibal Hamlin. On July 14, 2007, an auc
tion was held on the premises at which time, according to Gary, 
a great number of books from the house were offered for sale. 
Most were authentically signed by Hamlin, family members, or 
had Hamlin's name imprinted on the bindings. Not a single vol
ume bore the rubber stamp of Borden Clark. 

This would appear to put the end to any speculation on the 
forgeries perpetrated by Clark and should be the final warning 
never to trust the imprinted rubber stamp "LrBRARY OF HANNI
BAL HAMLIN" that might appear in any volume in the market
place. Apparently, books are still listed on the internet for sale 
with the forged rubber stamp. Beware! 

Norm Boas 
Mystic, CT 

Dear Rail Splitter, 

Could this be Douglas? Enclosed is a photocopy of an early 
lithograph of Douglas as printed in "The Photographic Portraits 
of Stephen A. Douglas." (Journal of the Illinois State Historical Soci
ety. Vol. 67, No. l, 1974.). 1 am also enclosing copies of a CDV l had 
for years. Recently 1 began to look at it closer and compared it to 
the lithograph. It sure is the correct photographer. Of course, it Is 
always difficult to compare a photo with a print - but I'm hoping! 
And, I enclose a clipping that makes me wonder: would Lincoln 
have received the Republican nomination if the Convention 
would have been held in Wheeling, VA (now West Virginia) 
instead of Chicago? H the answer is a possible yes - I'm going to 
be very upset! Wheeling is my hometown and my ancestors lived 
there from 1850 and they saved a lot of stuff. I try not to imagine 
(most of the time) what political badges and buttons would have 
been passed down. Thought you would enjoy the newspaper clip
ping. Keep up the good work - I thoroughly enjoy the Journal. 

Mike Griffith 
Lilburn, GA 

[fu!..i.tQ.!:: It appears 
from the newspa
per clipping 
dated Decem
ber 22, 1859, 
that the Repub
lican National 
Committee met 
at New York 
City's Astor House 
and selected Chicago 
as the site of the 1860 national 
nominating convention. June 
13th was chosen as the tentative 
date (there must have been some 

,\. IU' 11 H \1'1 l!-t 

~n 11 I 

1111 , f' o 

June wedillngs booked in Chicago hotels at that time, as the con
vention was rescheduled for May!). Chicago beat out Wheeling 
and St. Louis and eight other proposed venues. No doubt much 
"Wheeling" and dealing was involved in the selection - with Carl 
Shurz and Norman Judd puslung for Chicago - which was con
firmed by a majority vote. The selection of the site did indeed 
favor the nomination of Lincoln who, at this junction, was not 
even on the political radar-screen. The concession by front-run
ner Seward has been seen as a blunder of the first-order. As to 
tbe COY of the bearded man by Hesler, it serves lo remind us 
that Stephen Douglas did have a beard prior to running for pres
ident. According to Ostendorf and Duncan, "Alexander Hesler 
wrote the Wlsconsin Historical Society in 1856 that he had taken 
a daguerreotype or Judge Douglas. That photograph has never 
been found ... [Douglas] wore a beard as early as 1842, in 1854, in 
mid-1856, as well as in December 1857 .. ." Douglas is pictured 
with a beard on the cover of Ha,per's Weekly (December 16, 1857 
- based on a photo taken by Whitehurst Gallery in Washington, 
D.C.) and in a lithograph published by J. Childs of Philadelphia 
(pictured next to the carte photo above). Douglas also appears 
bearded in three political cartoons including "The Little Giant
In the Character of the Gladiator" (published in Philadelphia in 
1858, pictured below). To confuse things even more. Douglas' 
running mate in 1860, Herschel V. Johnson, grew a beard during 
the election. Jf Douglas hadn't shaved off his, there would have 
been no telling the two apart! They could have used "economies 
of scale" and employed a single 
photograph for both presiden
tial and vice-presidential canill
dates! Now, to the question at 
hand! Does Mike's CDV depict 
Stephen A. Douglas? We didn't 
think so, based on the style of 
the clothing (we never saw a 
photo or Douglas wearing a 
vest), but the Childs lithograph 
pictures him in that fashion. 
The hair also seems too short 
and not "fluffed" up enough on 
top. But... not so fast! What do 
YOU think?] 
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In The Market~lace 
M astro Auctions held sales in late August and December. A leather pouch. measuring 5 x 6", 

had likenesses of Abraham Lincoln and General Grant against a Gothic-style background of 
roses and meandering leaves. Likely issued in 1863 or 1864, the name of the original owner, 

Henry R. Lucas, was inscribed above the Grant portrait. We're not sure if this was meant to hQld marbles or was a Civil War 
era "fanny pack." We have only seen one other example which was in deplorable condition. This was quite nice and sold for 
$1,230. An 8 x 12 1/2" Lincoln portrait flag from 1860 was formerly in the Chick Harris Collection and sold for $34,000 seven 
years ago. With moderate soiling ("schmutz" to you!), it realized $38,725 this time around. A 28 x 38" McClellan for Presi
dent poster, issued by the preeminent maker of such hand-colored charts, H. H. Lloyd of New York, achieved $8,900. It fea
tured a majestic image of McClellan on horseback, surrounded by detailed text summarizing his "Life, Campaigns, and Ser
vices." Somehow, we can't Imagine any voter standing there and taking the time to read this thing. Perhaps today's '160-sec
ond sound bites" do have some merit! If you tell the modern voter too much, they only get confused! A 14 x 16" turkey-red 
Grant bandanna was adorned with American flags, crossed cannons, cannons on wheels, oak leaves and little cannonball 
pyramids. Oh yeah, they managed to fit in one itsey-bitsy eagle. It was likely issued during the Civil War as a patriotic piece. 11111111 .. ..ii...-i.., .. .,..,.,. 
A very similar example made over $4,000 in the Harris Sale. This one made $2,500. We "grant" you, the market appears to be a "little tin." -----
A very colorful Grant flag measuring 30 x 48" with red, white and blue fabric straps along the hoist, proclaimed in black stenciled letters "U. 
S. Vets for U. S. Grant", went for a most reasonable $3,630. Some bidders may have been put off by the lettering, but the item is 100% legit. 
It was sold a few years back by an auction house in Western Massachusetts. The same auction house had previously sold a hand-crafted 
rifle torch with gold stenciled lettering proclaiming the same slogan. This was obviously a regional marching club that operated in Massa
chusetts in the election of 1872. It also represents the earliest use of the term "vet" in conjunction with a political campaign (as against "Boys 
in Blue"). Under the money, in our opinion. A writing desk, said to have been used by Abraham Lincoln during his term as State Legislator, 
was offered, together with some documentation. Lincoln supposedly used the desk from 1834 to 1839 when the state capital was in Van
dalia. When the capital moved to Springfield In 1839, the desks were transported there and housed in a local church, where they continued 

t, ..... . 

It " * ... . 
* ••• * • .... " .. . .. ,_ .. . . ... . . . ..,, 

to be used until new desks could be outfitted and installed. Lincoln served until 1842. The prove
nance asserts that Lincoln gave this desk to a colleague, John G. Graham, a Fulton County mem
ber of the legislature between 1858 and 1864. It passed to Graham's landlady who stored it in a 
shed until 1898 when C. E. Kulthau (or Kuhlenthal), an Alton businessman renting space in 
Springfield. repaired it and purchased it for $2 from Graham's landlady. He or his descendants 

subseQuenUy removed to Delaware, OH and donated the desk 
to the public library there. A period note indicating its origin 
was transcribed in 1898 when the desk was repaired, although 
it disintegrated shortly thereafter. $6,600. An unusual Lincoln 
and Hamlin parade flag, measuring perhaps 10 x 14" with ------,-; 
moderate wear and fading and 31 stars, sold for $11,700. Add some steroids, 
and you have the next lot in the sale, a 3 1/2 x 6 foot flag banner with attached 
fringe. One side has a 30-st.ar American flag. The other has a blue silk banner 

with gold lettering reading "Rockford Wide Awake Club." We assume 
this came from Illinois. The large size and delicate condition likely con-

tributed to the low estimate of 
$2,000-3,000 (also the fact the nei
ther Lincoln nor Hamlin is named). 

u s v,n, .. u.s.oaur Still, quite an eye-catcher and impos-1 Ing piece! $5,025. A 16" high George 
Bissell bust of Lincoln, cast by the 
Gorham Foundry around 100 years 
ago, was "cast off" for $10,360. 
Interestingly, some of the prices real
ized that we Quote were different than 
those listed on the corresponding 
eBay LIVE listings (the internet prices 
being substantially higher). We 
decided to go with the prices listed on 
the Mastro web site, but can't 
account for the discrepancy. 

----------------------- 26 -----------------------



C hristie's sold the third Jerome Shochet Collection of signed historical photographs 
this past June. (11 seems he builds a collection, sells it, and starts the process all 
over again. Our kind of collector!) A mounted albumen of President-elect Lincoln 

(0-41 by C. S. German) sold for $204,000. The image size is 6 x 8" and the Inscription 
reads "A. Lincoln. Springfield, Ill. January 26, 1861." This was the first photograph of Lin
coln showing him with a full beard. While preparing for his pre-inaugural trip, Lincoln was 
escorted to German's studio by sculptor Thomas D. Jones "to pose him for some pictures 
he desired to present to a very dear friend: Two portraits were taken on a Sunday in Jan
uary (0-41 and 0-42). This same image was sold by Sotheby's in 1996. A similar mounted 

albumen of Robert E. Lee, by Vannerson and Jones of Richmond, sold for $28,800. Signed Lee 
photos are plentiful, and we have seen this same image in CDV form, but this larger example may 

rank as the finest signed portrait of Marse Robert known. 

N oel Barrett Toy Auctions of New Hope, PA held an auction this past June. Noel is a featured appraiser on "Antiques 
Roadshow" and seems to avoid hyping items brought for his review, as is the wont of others. A particularly neat 
item to cross the block was an Ives clockwork toy featuring a seated General Grant smoking a cigar. Made of 

cloth (whole cloth, we assume!) with cast metal head and cast-Iron feet, the figure when activated inhales on the cigar and 
blows out smoke. Some bidder "blew away'' the competition at $18,700. 

N ortheast Auctions of Portsmouth, NH had one Lincoln-related lot in their 
October sale. It was an "engraved colorless hock wine glass from the 
Lincoln White House stemware service:· It was produced by the Green

point Flint Glass Works, established in 1860 by noted glassmaker Christian Dor
flinger in Brooklyn, Long Island. Dorflinger introduced an assembly-line process 
at Greenpoint, where two or three employees worked together to complete single 
"rich-cul" engraved pieces. Samples of this service were made here and sent to 
the White House for President and Mrs. Lincoln's approval. before an order was 
placed with A. P. Zimandy, a Washington, D.C. retailer of china and glassware. 
Measuring 6 1/2" tall, it features an eagle, the motto "E Pluribus Unum" and vari· 
ous decorative, geometric elements. The President likely used it to sip that great
est of all beverages ever concocted ... water. It sold for $18,560. 

Proving 
that condi-

tion matters ... this small fer
rotype (just the size of a dime!) 
sold in a Dana Linet! E.A.H. auc
tion in August for an astounding 
amount. In gorgeous, PRISTINE 
condition. this oval campaign 
brooch found a new home for 
$12,650. We believe it a record 
for a single portrait Lincoln fer
rotype. That's gives new meaning 
to the term "buyer's PREMIUM!" 

Willis Henry Auctions of Marshfield, 
MA will offer this 27" tall work by 

irio Bernier, a Middleboro folk artist, In April. 
ir passed away about fifteen years ago having 
;hown his work. They found hundreds of these 
11 carvings in his home ... all headed for the sale. 

W itherells of Sacramento. CA held an estate sale in November, in conjunction 
with igavel.com. Those unable to bid in person could register and bid with 
igavel via their web site. While acting as an agent for the seller, this ---=:::::========~ 

internet firm nevertheless guarantees authenticity and correctness of description 
of the items sold for a period of sixty days. The sale included several dozen items 
handed down in the family of WIiiiam H. Crook (1839-1915) who served as a 
White House guard from the Lincoln to the Wilson administrations. There were six 
Lincoln-related lots. These included a footed coffee cup (originating either in the 
Lincoln or Grant White House), ditto a footed custard with lid and a dessert plate. 
A chamber stick purported to have been used in the Lincoln bedroom and a glass 
finger bowl were the only two items attributed exclusively to the Lincoln White 
House. A Lincoln ANS of uncertain authenticity was also offered, as well as other 
relics and souvenirs from Crook's tenure. Several pieces were damaged, __ _ 
especially the various pieces of ephemera which had scotch tape stains. 
We wonder if White House employees were given examples of china as 

they were replaced with new designs, or whether 
pieces were deliberately abused ("Oh, this one 

has a chip! I guess it goes in my collection!") 
No doubt, many pieces intended for the 
dump never made it there! Crook eventually 
wrote a book on his White House experi
ences and related the story how President 

Lincoln bade him "good bye" enroute to the fateful performance at Ford's Theatre, 
rather than his customary "good night." The coffee cup sold for $10,500. The custard 

made $31,500. The chamber stick went for $34,200 and the finger bowl realized $4,680. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 
I 1 you were looking for the out-of-the-ordi· 

A classic 1860 songster 
recently sold at JMW 
Auctions in upstate 

New York. "The Wide-Awake 
Vocalist; or. Rail Splitters' 
Song Book, Words and 
Music For the Republican 

___ .. __ _ 
r- ----~-.. - .. 
(II I !IE· I •• I I 
i 

nary, this 12 x 16 x 12" carved oak cabinet 
that recently sold on Ebay certainly fits the 

bill! It was supposedly "manufactured to house 
Lincoln high-grade cigars" and was found at a 
New England estate sale. Two doors In the back 
were for the tobacconist to access, and the 
front panel with attached knob was to be 
opened by a customer to view the stock and 
make his selection. Missing its base and any 
labels identifying the brand or manufacturer, 
still a neat display piece and quite appropriate 
for housing your Lincoln "tchotchkes." ($330.) 

Campaign of 1860", NY, E. A. Daggett, 64p. in pink titled 
wraps. This book has some great songs, such as "Get Out De 
Way, You Little Giant", "Splittin' Ob De Rall" and "For Abe 
Shall Have the Belt". ($575.) 

A matched pair of 
Grant and Colfax 
stud-buttons with 

cuff-link backs, 1868, just 
sold on eBay for $585. 

0 ur friend Chuck Hand, owner of Lincoln Books of Paris, IL, recently issued his 19th catalog with a wide assortment of Lincolniana. (Those wish
ing to "browse the aisles" may visit his virtual store at www.lincolnbooks.net.} A large number of books from the library of William Barton were 
offered in this listing. Thanks to Chuck and his bibliophile colleague Dan Pearson. we detail the following on this collector. WIiiiam Eleazar Bar

ton (1861-1930) was a prolific Lincoln author In the early part of the 20th Century. Trained as a Congregationalist minister, he served churches in Ten-
nessee, Boston, Ohio, and Oak Park, IL. as well as lecturing at Vanderbilt University. He came to the study of Lincoln rather late in life. Being a man of 
the cloth, Barton's initial interest in the 16th president was his religion. The product of his investigation was the book The Soul of Abraham Lincoln 
(1920). Barton then turned his attention to Lincoln's legitimacy with the result being The Paternity of Lincoln (1920). In the ten years that followed more 
than 40 books, pamphlets, lectures, talks, and other publications from Barton were published. Later scholars would conclude that Barton's primary tal
ent did not lie so much as an author, but more as a researcher. Benjamin P. Thomas stated In his study of Lincoln authors, Portrait for Posterity: Lincoln 
and His Biographers (1947), 'If Barton fell short of being a great historian, he was a great historical detective.' One of Barton's more important discov
eries was Lincoln's ownership of the German language newspaper Illinois Staatsanzeiger. In addition to being a prolific writer, Barton also amassed a 
significant Lincoln library - 4,000 volumes - and collection. housed in a separate outbuilding at his summer home in Foxboro, MA, he named the 'Wig
wam.' After Barton's death, his descendants donated his collection to the University of Chicago. That institution apparently sold off some of Barton's 
duplicates, as books with his ownership signature and/or bookplate have shown up on the market. One curious incident occurred later in Barton's lite. 
In 1928 when Wilma Frances Minor attempted to pass off forged love letters between Abraham Lincoln and Ann Rutledge to the Atlantic Monthly, both 
Minor and Atlantic editor Ellery Sedgwick sought out respected Lincoln scholars to authenticate the correspon-.-------------, 
dence. In due course William Barton was contacted and provided with photostatic copies of the supposed letters. 
While Barton was suspicious of the correspondence, and expressed his doubts to Sedgwick, he reserved his final 
opinion until he could inspect the original letters. To that end he arranged to meet Miss Minor in a Los Angeles train 
station during a trip he was making to California. While they only visited for an hour, Miss Minor found the elderly 
Barton charming, and the lonely Barton, having lost his beloved wife some three years earlier, was enamored of Miss 
Minor. After their brief meeting Barton Impulsively dashed off a letter to Minor. 'What a lively little adventure we had," 
Barton wrote. ·11 was very pleasant to meet you as the train pulled In this morning and to have an hour's visit and 
to learn all the interesting news you had to tell mel And you are going to write me ever so many love-letters and I 
shall inlay them in your book later .... Tell your mother I made love to you and hope to do it again. And write me 
very soon and often ... " Barton's indiscretion would come back to haunt him. He very soon concluded that the Lin
coln-Rutledge letters were indeed a forgery. When Wilma Minor learned of his opinion she became enraged. She 
demanded that Barton retract his statement calling the correspondence a forgery, and threatened to make his note 
written to her after their meeting public. 'I (will be) forced to humiliate you,' Minor wrote, 'by broadcasting that let
ter, and If your mind serves you well you will remember that each passage when viewed by a coldly critical, dis
passionate world will brand the Reverend Barton as a silly old sheik.' To Barton's credit, he did not give in to Minor's 
blackmail, and by his good fortune, Minor did not carry through with her threat. (The entire story of the WIima 
Frances Minor case can be read in Don Fehrenbacher's The Minor Affair: An Adventure in Forgery and Detection 
(Fort Wayne: Louis A. Warren Lincoln Library and Museum, 1979). Chuck offers almost forty William Barton works 
in this catalog, including: A Beautiful Blunder - The True Story of Lincoln's Letter To Mrs. Lydia A. Bixby. (1926, 
#113/500 copies} Inscribed and signed as one of ten copies reserved for the author. ($100.) Also, Lincoln At Get
tysburg (1930), inscribed by the author. ($125.); The Lineage of Lincoln (1929), a fine documented genealogy. 
($90.); The Paternity of Abraham Lincoln (1920), 1st edition, inscribed/signed by Barton. ($75.); and, The Soul of 
Abraham Lincoln. (1920), a heavily documented book on lincoln's religion inscribed and signed by the author. ($75.) 

J 
CHUCKHAND 
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PARJS, IL619-W 

Phone: 121.7) 463-4M$ 
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His Time 
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c hristie's September's art sale: Nicholas Alden Brooks (1840-1904) work entitled "Five Dollar Bill, Pro
gram and Ticket Stubs from Ford's Theatre." The present work depicts ticket stubs and a program 
from Ford's Theatre dated April 14, 1865, the night of the assassination of President Abraham Lin-

coln. That evening, as the President and First Lady viewed a performance at Ford's Theatre of Our American 
Cousin from the Presidential box, Mr. Lincoln was shot by Confederate sympathizer John Wilkes Booth in a 
plot to overthrow the federal government. Lincoln died the following day. The present work was painted by 
Nicholas Alden Brooks in 1889, twenty-tour years later, in remembrance of this historic event. Oil on panel, 12 
x 10 in., estimated at $25,000-35,000, the lot passed. 

H ake's September sale included an interesting assortment of politicals. A mini
ribbon, 2" tall, with gold-stamped letters reading "Lincoln and Johnson" sold 
for $305. An Abbott tintype of Ben Butler was noteworthy because of the 

inscription on the title card "Through Baltimore. Maj. General Benj. F. Butler of Massa-
chusetts." After the attack on Union volunteers traveling through Baltimore enroute to 
the defense of Washington, Maryland Governor Hicks told President Lincoln not to 
send any more Union soldiers through there, as he could not be responsible for their 
safety. General Butler subsequently occupied Annapolis and Baltimore, thereby secur-

ing a safe corridor for the passage of Union troops and precluding 
Maryland from joining the Confederacy. The defiant slogan that 
appears on this commemorative is an indication that most, if not 
all, Abbott tintypes were produced in 1861. $315. Recently, we 
have noticed a number of pristine examples of political tokens 

appearing in the market. Ted Hake had four in this sale. An example I 
of Sullivan-DeWitt GMcC-1864-8 was offered. Readily available in . 
white metal, typically selling at the $75 level. brass specimens are 
rarely seen and Ted's example was pristine condition {"Gorgeous 

S mythe's of New York City offered a 
"pseudo-political" in its November 
stock & currency sale. Described as 

an "unissued remainder", it promised fifty 
cents "in currency when presented in sums 
of even dollars" at the Quinby Market in 
Columbus, KY. It was engraved by Mendel 
of Chicago with the same wooduct portrait 
used on 1860 campaign stationery and rib
bons. A pencil notation on the face of the 
bill had the date 1862. It was redeemed in 
the current marketplace for $865 .. 

brass luster, deep and rich and some areas have rainbow-like pati-
na ... ") For some reason it failed to attract the opening bid of $215. ILe'~ec--_11 

G oing out the door at $2,100 on ebay was a FABULOUS Lincoln item 
that sings 19th century politics! Distributed in Cincinnati by Ameri
can Publishing House, the original pictorial wraps identify the pub

lisher as Hunt & Miner of Pittsburgh. This is detailed as Number One in a 
series of songsters with the inside wrapper listing future songsters to be 
published later in the year. Light salmon wrappers, 47 pages, songs include: 
Huzza for Abe Lincoln / Lincoln, the Pride of the Nation / Lincoln Song/ Hon
est Old Abe/ Honest Abe/ Lincoln Rallying Song/ Old Abe the Rail-Splitter/ 
Honest Abe of the West and a song by James Russell Lowell titled True Free
dom I Old Dug ('a new nigger song to an old nigger tune'). 

~ 

DIORIIIC 
A■■OOIA .. IOR . 

• 11(~;-i~c-r.tr- '"'N"O'k'X ,\. ·•·J.· 

A Senes of Wonderful Eihil»tions' 
SAU Df HMISIID■ CUTlflCATlS, 
D_!!3TJUBUTION UP Pll01'26JL\.P....!!!! 

DIO:iii.ii&' 
PIU"III&, Memorlala, 

••u 

OTHER VALUABLE PREMIBMS. 

W e have seen numerous examples of the Lincoln Dioramic Association admission ticket as pictured 
here ... but never anything else related. That just changed. Marc Selvaggio, of Berkeley, CA issues 
fixed-price lists of ephemera. His most recent catalog with over 500 items included a 12 x 39" 

broadside related to this spectacle (the top section pictured here). It was published in Columbus, OH in 1868 
and printed in light blue Ink. The Lincoln Dioramic Association operated out of the Cincinnati Opera House. They 
were owners and exhibitors of the "Diorama of the Funeral Obsequies of Abraham Lincoln, [which] Represents, 
by the over 100,000 Moving Mechanical Figures, Beautiful Paintings, and Novel Machinery, the Principle Fea- ""..,•t .,,;,..

11
~~;. 1~!.~ 

lures of the memorial procession." These promoters were looking to sell farmland in Jasper County, Missouri 
and aimed to cash in on the general esteem held for the martyr president. Admission certificates to the diora

ma were sold to prospective "fish", who also received a "finely executed photograph" of "historic" interest. 
On February 22, 1868, a raffle would be held for the holders of such certificates. with prizes awarded 
(shawls, rings, watches and farm lots). The association bought the diorama from the unnamed creator and 
promised to exhibit it in the principal towns and cities of the country. We have seen no evidence document
Ing this tour or the very existence of the diorama. The Civil War and Lincoln's assassination did indeed 
spawn a plethora of slideshows, cycloramas, magic lantern shows, etc. People who lived far from the bat
tlefields or other historic sites were likely participants in such tawdry recreations. ($1,500.) 
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H eritage Galleries of Dallas had an autograph sale in October that included an important Lincoln let- .:._,._ ,._,_ 
ter from the Luhrs Collection. Normally we would not allocate so much space to a single auction t ...... .,,. • 4 i.., ,, '"' 

1'- .l..-"'7-f ,-. lot... but this one is remarkable history. The catalog entry gives extensive historical background, 

1 

.(. 
and deserves a full read and Is detailed herein. On July 30, 1863, President Lincoln issued a proclamation IY.- -.< ,s ""· -·?·~· "''-:>'-
stating that ·rt Is the duty of every Government to give protection to its citizens, of whatever class, color, or ''- ,,_,.. ....u. 7 ~-" ·- I'-• ,... .:. r,....,.-r u. ,,_,_ _ ✓- •-'~'?~'f'"-
condltion, and especially to those who are duly organiZed as soldiers in the public service ... The Government --- ,1 ·- ,~ I'-·• --◄,< ,. u- - ,;; ,.-:, 

of the United States will give the same protection to all its soldiers; and if the enemy shall sell or enslave any I ,._,.::, ·r ,..,..,, ,:.., 1'/-'> 
,. ~,l,; -- -c,- ~ -- ,tl,rt-..,-.J .,,,,,.. 1. .. -..... 

one because of his color, the offense will be punished by retaliation upon the enemy's prisoners in our pos- .,~ .. , ·I"-' u. ,~ ,:... ............ ,,~-· - •·-'-
session. II is therefore ordered that for every soldier of the United States killed in violation of the laws of war, ,- "1' = I'--,,~ ~ -1·- . -◄ ..,__ ~ £L,_ _ _. 
a rebel soldier shall be executed: and for every one enslaved by the enemy or sold into slavery. a rebel sol- ,,. ,,. ,__~-.If.-. ;_ -,- ··- ,. -r--'',, 

dier shall be placed at hard labor on the public works, and continued at such labor until the other shall be --r- 'If"--< ,c-,.,_ 
I d d th d • f ·o April 2 864 C d MIG N ·r•"' ......... ~ ... ,,,._r_-l'_-· 7 -re ease an receive e treatment ue to a pnsoner o war. n 1 , 1 , onfe erate a. en. athan .,.c; _ ,·.,,_ .. _ .,, ~.,.- , ...... __ .,.,-

Bedford Forrest attacked Fort Pillow on the Mississippi River. about 40 miles above Memphis. TN. The Union ,,1,., _ _..._ ;--,.....,,. --, -·- .. --ft-

gamsoo at"' Co_...,_.,,. """" ,_ comp..., 2'5 - Tennessee boOps and 262 Cof-1 t,;;::; ;;;._-;;_'!;;:;;: ::';t.. •~::_ 
ored Troops, all under the command of Maj. Lionel F. Booth. A cavalry division of approximately 2,500 Con- .f 11-•,. -... •tu.&"-"'-•,..,, .. .,..,. 
federate soldiers surrounded Booth's force. Rebel sharpshooters on the surrounding knolls began firing into 'N•- ,.,_ ..,~ .. .r.-y<, .. , .. ._ ~ ,~ --r-v'-
the fort Booth was killed and Maj. William F. Bradford took command of the garrison. The Confederates then --- ---
occupied strategic locations around the fort and Forrest demanded unconditional surrender. Bradford refused and the Confederate troops renewed their attack, 
overran the fort, and drove the Federal troops down the river's bluff. Union casualties were high. The April 16, 1864 edition of The New York Times reported 
what occurred after the rebels 'came In swarms over our troops. compelling them to surrender. Immediately upon the surrender ensued a scene which utter
ly baffles description. Up to that time, comparatively few of our men had been killed; but, insatiate as fiends, bloodthirsty as devils incarnate. the Confederates 
commenced an indiscriminate butchery of the whites and blacks, including those of both colors who had been previously wounded ... Both white and black were 
bayoneted, shot or sabred; even dead bodies were horribly mutilated, and children of seven and eight years and several negro women killed in cold blood. Sol
diers unable to speak from wounds were shot dead, and their bodies rolled down the banks Into the river. The dead and wounded negroes were piled in heaps 
and burned, and several citizens who had joined our forces for protection were lolled or wounded. Out of the garrison of six hundred. only two hundred 
remained alive ... Two negro soldiers. wounded at Fort Pillow, were buried by the rebels but afterward worked themselves out of their graves .. : Two days later, 
on April 18, 1864, at the Sanitary Commission Fair in Baltimore, Lincoln said the following: 'A painful rumor, true I fear, has reached us of the massacre by the 
rebel forces at Fort Pillow in the west end of Tennessee on the Mississippi River of some 300 colored soldiers and white officers who had Just been overpow
ered by their assailants. There seems to be some anxiety in the public mind whether the govemmen1 is doing its duty to the colored soldier, and to the service 
at this point. At the beginning of the war, and for some time, the use of colored troops was not contemplated; and how the change of purpose was wrought, I I 
will not now take time to explain. Upon a clear conviction of duty I resolved to tum that element of strength to account; and I am responsible for It to the Amer
ican people, to the Christian world, to history, and on my final account to God. Having determined to use the negro as a soldier. there Is no way but to give him 
all the protection given to any other soldier .. .We do not today know that a colored soldier. or white officer commanding colored troops, has been massacred 
by the rebels when made a prisoner. We fear it, believe it, I may say, but we do not know It. To take the life of one of their prisoners, on the assumption that 
they murder ours, when it Is short of certainty that they do murder ours, might be too serious, too cruel a mistake. We are having the Fort PIiiow affair thor
oughly investigated ... lf there has been the massacre of 300 there. or even the tenth part of 300, it will be conclusively proved: and being so proved, the retri
bution shall as surely come. It will be a matter of grave consideration in what exact course to apply the retribution; but in the supposed case. it must come.' 
The April 30, 1864 issue of Harper's We6k/y, the most widely circulated magazine in America, reported the massacre at Fort Pillow, repeating verbatim the April 
16th Times description, with a full-page illustration graphically detailing the alleged massacre. In part, 'We give on page 284 a sketch of the horrible Massacre 
at Fort Pillow. The annals of savage warfare nowhere record a more inhuman, fiendish butchery than this. perpetrated by the representatives of the ·superior 
civilization· of the States in rebellion: Frank Leslie's Illustrated Weekly carried a similar report and illustration depicting rebel soldiers bayoneting. shooting. and 
beating fallen Union soldiers, most of them colored troops. No doubt President Lincoln read of the massacre in these periodicals as well as the newspapers. I 
On May 3, 1864, he wrote Sec. of State Seward, 'Please invite all members of the Cabinet to be present at the meeting today.' Dated the same day were letters 
to each Cabinet member, with identical content, stating that 'It is now certain that a large number of our colored soldiers. with their white officers, were, by the 
rebel force, massacred after they had surrendered, at the recent capture of Fort Pillow. So much is known, though the evidence is not yet quite ready to be laid 
before me. Meanwhile I will thank you to prepare, and give me in writing your opinion as to what course In your Judgment the government should take in this 
case.' Replies from his seven cabinet members were dated May 4th to 6th and varied in length from three to eight pages. Seward advised the President 'that 
the General commanding the United States forces be instructed to state to the commanding General of the insurgents the following points: - That this Gov
ernment has learned that a number of United States colored soldiers with their white officers were massacred at the siege of Fort Pillow by the captors of the 
Fort. That this Government has seen no evidence which authorizes it to believe that the insurgents disavow those massacres' and 'that insurgent prisoners of 
war now in military custody equal in number and corresponding In rank to the number of United States soldiers and officers who were massacred at Fort Pil
low after having surrendered as prisoners of war, be Immediately set apart and held in rigorous confinement, and that notice be given to the commanding Gen• 
eral of the insurgents that the disposition which shall ultimately be made of the prisoners so confined will depend upon the answers which shall be given by 
him to the (charges).' Secretary of War Edwin Stanton opined "That of the rebel officers now held as prisoners by the United States, there should be selected 
by lot a number equal to the number of persons ascertained to have been massacred at Fort Pillow, who should be immediately placed in close confinement 
as hostages, to await such further action as may be determined ... That the rebel authorities at Richmond be notified that the prisoners so selected, are held as 
hostages, for the delivery up of Generals [Nathan Bedford] Forrest and [James R.) Chalmers and those concerned in the massacre at Fort Pillow, or to answer 
in their stead, and that In case of their non delivery within a reasonable time, to be specified in the notice. such measures will be taken In reference to the 
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hostages by way of retributory punishment for the massacre at Fort Pillow. as are justified by the laws of civilized warfare." The view of Sec. of the Treasury 
Salmon Chase was that 'among the rebel prisoners of highest rank, now held by the United States, there should be taken a number, equivalent. according to 
the rules of exchange, to the number of officers & men murdered at Fort Pillow & that notice of the selection should be given by the Lt. Gen. to the Gener
al Commanding the rebel armies, accompanied by a demand for information whether the Fort Pillow murders are sanctioned by the rebel authorities. Should 
an affirmative answer be returned or should it become otherwise manifest that those atrocities will not be disavowed but repeal'ed, then the pledge given by 
the order of July 30, 1863 should be promptly and decisively redeemed.' Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles suggested '1. That the rebel authorities be 
called upon to avow or disavow the policy of killing the negro soldiers in the Union army after they shall have surrendered. 2. That they be required to bring 
to punishment the officers in command of the rebel forces at Fort Pillow at the time of the massacre. 3. In the event of refusal to punish the officer who was 
in command or a disavowal of the policy of killing Union soldiers after they have surrendered, that rebel officers be taken Into close custody and held account
able for the conduct of the War by the rebels on humane and civilized principles.' Attorney General Edward Bates advised to 'Adopt no plan of action. and 
especially, make no threat of vengeance or retaliation, without resolving at the same time, to act it out, to the letter. meeting all its consequences, direct and 
contingent...! would have no compact with the enemy for mutual slaughter - no cartel of blood and murder no stipulation to the effect that 'if you murder 
one of my men, I will murder one of yours I' Retaliation is not mere justice. It is avowedly Revenge; and is wholly unjustifiable, in law and conscience, unless 
adopted for the sole purposes of punishing past crime and of giving a salutary and blood saving warning against its repetition. In its very nature it must be 
discretionary.' Postmaster General Montgomery Blair wrote the President that 'There are two reasons which would prevent me from ordering the execution 
of prisoners, man for man, in retaliation for the massacre at Fort Pillow. First That I do not think the measure would be justified by the rules of civilized war
fare even in a contest between alien Enemies.Second: Because, even if allowable in such a contest. it would not be just in itself or expedient in the present 
contesL.lfit had not been committed and we could stop it by saying we would execute some prisoners in our hands, that would of course, be proper enough. 
But when the crime has been committed and the question is whether we shall punish the authors vicariously by shooting prisoners who have not been 
engaged in it with the certainty that such punishment will lead to the shooting of an equal number of our prisoners in the hands of the enemy, and so on till 
all are shot on both sides, the question is very different.' Sec. of the Interior John Usher advised caution. We are upon the eve of an impending battle. Until 
the result shall have been known it seems to me to be inexpedient to take any extreme action in the premises. If favorable to our arms we may retaliate as 
far as the laws of War and humanity will permit If disastrous, and extreme measures should have been adopted, we may be placed in a position of great 
embarrassment, and forced to forego our threatened purpose in order to avoid a worse calamity. I do not think ii would be wise to inflict retaliation upon the 
prisoners now in our hands who were captured before the massacre complained of. Of those who may be thereafter captured, the forces under Forrest's 
command, or acting In concert with him, are, in the first instance, the proper subjects of retaliation .. .! am of opinion that the government should set apart 
for execution, an equal number of prisoners who, since the massacre, have been or may hereafter, from lime to time, be captured from Forrests Command, 
designating, In every instance, as far as practicable, officers Instead of privates.' On May 5, 1864, the report of the Joint Committee of Congress on the Con
duct of the War on the Fort Pillow Massacre was presented to Congress stating that 'It will appear from the testimony thus taken, that the atrocities com
mitted at Fort Pillow were not the results of passion excited by the heat of conflict. but were the results of a policy deliberately decided upon and unhesitat
ingly announced.' On May 6, 1864, President Lincoln met with his Cabinet to discuss their suggestions. About 60 miles away, the armies of Generals U.S. 
Grant and Robert E. Lee were already engaged in the Battle ot the Wilderness, the 'impending battle' referred to In Usher's letter. Welles wrote in his diary, 
in part, 'At the Cabinet-meeting each of the members read his opinion. There had, I think been some concert between Seward and Stanton and probably 
Chase; that is. they had talked on the subject, although there was not coincidence of views on all respects. Although I was dissatisfied with my own, it was 
as well as most others. Between Mr. Bates and Mr. Blair a suggestion came out that met my views better than anything that had previously been offered. It 
is that the President should by proclamation declare the officers who had command at the massacre outlaws. and require any of our officers who may cap
ture them, to detain them In custody and not exchange them, but hold them to punishment. The thought was not very distinctly enunciated. In a conversa
tion that followed the reading of our papers, I expressed myself favorable to this new suggestion, which relieved the subject of much of the difficulty. It avoid 
scommunication with the Rebel authorities. Take the matter in our own hands. We get rid of the barbarity of retaliation. Stanton fell in with my suggestion, 
so far as to propose that, should Forrest, or Chalmers. or any officer conspicuously in this butchery be captured, he should be turned over for trial for the 
murder at Fort Pillow. I sat beside Chase and mentioned to him some of the advantages of this course, and he said it made a favorable impression. I urged 
him to say so, for it appeared to me that the President and Seward did not appreciate ii.' On May 17, 1864, Lincoln decided on what course the government 
would take in response to the massacre at Fort Pillow. Offered here Is Lincoln's order to Secretary of War Stanton. The President left three blank spaces 
where he had planned to add numbers. It was never signed. The letter. written by Lincoln on separate conjoined sheets, is in very fine condition: 

'Please notffy the insurgents. through the proper military channels and forms, that the government of the United States has satisfactory proof of 
the massacre, by insurgent forces, at Fort-Pillow, on the 12th. and 13th. days of April last, of hilly [blank space J white and colored officers and soldiers of 
the United States, after the latter had ceased resistance, and asked quarter of the former. That with reference to said massacre, the government of the Unit
ed States has assigned and set apart by name /blank space] insurgent officers. theretofore, and up to that time, held by said government as prisoners of war. 
That, as blood can not restore blood, and government should not act for revenge, any assurance, as nearly perfect as the case admits. given on or before 
the first day of July next, that there shall be no similar massacre, nor any officer or soldier of the United States, whether white or colored, now held, or here
after captured by the insurgents, shall be treated other than according to the laws of war, will insure the replacing of said [blank space} Insurgent officers in 
the simple condmon of prisoners of war. That the insurgents having refused to exchange, or to give any account or explanation In regard to colored soldiers 
of the Unffed States captured by them, a number of insurgent prisoners equal to the number of such colored soldiers supposed to have been captured by 
said Insurgents wl/1, from time to time. be assigned and set aside, with reference to such captured colored soldiers. and will, if the insurgents assent, be 
exchanged for such colored soldiers; but that if no satisfactory attention shall be given to this notioe, by said Insurgents, on or before the first day of July 
next, It will be assumed by the government of the United States, that said captured colored troops shall have been murdered, or subjected to Slavery, and 
that said government will. upon said assumption, rake such action as may then appear expedient and Just.· 

continued, next page 
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Lincoln's secretary, John G. Nicolay, in chapter 25 of A Short Life of Abraham Lincoln (1902), explained that iwo influences decided the course of the gov- :

1

1 

ernment against retaliation. One was that General Grant was about to begin his memorable campaign against Richmond, and that it would be most impolitic 
to preface a great battle by the tragic spectacle of a military punishment. however justifiable. The second was the tender-hearted humanity of the ever mer-
ciful President: Nicolay then relates what Frederick Douglass told him. In part, .. I shall never forget the benignant expression of his face. the tearful look of 
his eye, and the quiver in his voice when he deprecated a resort to retaliatory measures. 'Once begun,' said he, 'I do not know where such a measure would 
stop.· He said he could not take men out and kill them in cold blood for what was done by others. If he could get hold of the persons who were guilty of 
killing the colored prisoners in cold blood, the case would be different, but he could not kill the innocent for the guilty." Lincoln's May 17, 1864 letter to Stan-
ton Is published in Volume VII of Roy P. Basler's The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln (1953). Basler notes that 'Presumably this communication to 
Stanton was never signed or delivered. and there ts some mystery surrounding the fact that It should have been preserved until recently in the papers of 
Major Thomas T. Eckert of the War Department telegraph office.' Eckert was the telegraph superintendent of the War Department and trusted emissary of 
President Lincoln. Basler writes that 'No record has been found of a communication from Stanton to the Confederate authorities carrying out Lincoln's 
instructions: Lincoln concluded this letter by giving the Confederacy six weeks to agree to exchange their captured "colored soldiers of the United States· 
for Confederate prisoners of war. If they didn't, the U.S. government would assume that "said captured colored troops shall have been murdered, or sub
jected to Slavery' and will 'take such action as may then appear expedient and just· No doubt this referred to his July 30, 1863. proclamation ordering 'that 
for every soldier of the United States killed in violation of the laws of war, a rebel soldier shall be executed.' The Confederacy would then have retaliated by 
executing Northern prisoners and an atrocious cycle of carnage off the battlefield would have begun. One can only reflect on what was going through Lin
coln's mind as he wrote this letter, ultimately deciding not to sign it. Undoubtedly, this is one of the most historically Important letters of any U.S. President 
in existence, one that if it had been sent, would have adversely changed American history. Estimate: $40-60,000, with buyer's premium it realized $131,450. 

G oldberg Rare Coins of Beverly HIiis, CA sold an Abraham Lincoln presentation cane in Octo
ber. Lincoln wasn't a big fan of canes, although he is reputed to have used them at his inau
gurations. He did receive a great many as gifts and no doubt "recycled" them to friends and 

associates. A 36" gold-headed walking slick had several engraved inscriptions documenting its lin-
eage. The first read "J. A. McClemand to Hon. A. Lincoln 1857." McClemand was a Lincoln law 
associate who worked cases both In concert with Lincoln and in opposition. He later became a gen
eral In the Union army and was photographed with President Lincoln and Alan Pinkerton on the 
Antietam battlefield (McClellan's headquarters). The cane may have been given to Lincoln to com
memorate Lincoln's speech against the Dred Scott Decision, given at the Illinois House of Repre-I 
sentatives that month. The second, later inscription reads: "Presented to the Revd. Jas. Smith, D.D. 
by the family of the late President Lincoln In memoriam of the high esteem in which he was held by 
him and them as their pastor and dear friend. 27th April 1868.'' A third inscription reads: -
"Bequeathed by the Rev. Or. Smith, U. S. Consul, Dundee, to the Right Hon. John Bright, in recognition of his tried friendship to the United States." (You 
might call this "provenance on a stick!") Rev. Smith was the pastor of the Presbyterian Church ,n Springfield and officiated at the funeral of Edward Baker 
Lincoln ln 1850. Charles Dresser, the Lincoln's regular minister, was out of town at the time. Mary thereafter attended Smith's church and the Lincoln's 
paid $50 annual rent for a pew. Tad Lincoln was baptized there on April 4, 1856. Smith was often a guest in the Lincoln house and even visited them at 
the Executive Mansion In 1861. Smith, a native of Scotland, was appointed Consul at Dundee in 1863 after his son. who held the position, resigned on 
account of poor health. In 1869, during her European tour, Mary and Tad visited Smith In Scotland for several weeks. John Bright the final named recip· 
ient of the cane, was a member of Parliament and a strong supporter of the Union cause during the Civil War. He successfully persuaded Lincoln to 
release the Confederate envoys Mason and Slidell during the Trent Affair. ($33,350.) 

A nd, speaking of canes, Sloans and Kenyon 
Auctions of Chevy Chase, MD offered two 
lots in a three-day event this past Novem-

ber. Two items naturally drew our attention. A lot 
described as: "JOHN WILKES BOOTH CANE. 

I 

L -

' -
With an ivory handle and silver mount, engraved 'John Wilkes Booth/from/Laura 
Keene/65'. Mounted in a shadowbox with another cane, belonging to Sir Henry Irving, 
with chased gold handle, monogrammed WW" Estimated at $1,500-2,500, lacking any 
provenance save for the inscription itself, it hammered to a "willing believer" at $2,000. 
And, estimated at $1,000·2,000, another "relic" described in full as: • JOHN WILKES 
BOOTH HAT. Black beaver stove pipe top hat stamped N. W Gardiner of Elmira, New 
York. in a leather hat box. Attached to the hat is a 19th century tag that reads 'J. Wilkes 

-

1 

Booth.' Hat box: 13 1/2 x 10 in." Someone wanted to 
"dress the part" for $2,500. Interestingly, the cane origi
nated with the Boothbay Theatre Museum collection - the 

1

1990 sale of the Collection of our friend, the late Franklyn 
Lenthal. Frank knew these items were of "questionable" 
nature, but they displayed well in his museum! Eighteen 
years ago, the cane sold for $4,500. 

F airfield Auctions of New
town, CT September 16th 
sold this ensemble as 

"Political Parade Torch and 
Jacket probably Wide-Awakes. 
The Wide-Awakes were most 
famous for their support of 
Abraham Lincoln in the election 
of 1860 (marching in Hartford. 
CT, among other cities). but 
continued in their support of '--'-...,___,.....,'-'-_. 
Republicans through the elec
tion of 1880. • we feel people are a little too "fast and easy" 
with these Wide-Awake attributions. There is no evidence 
indicating the club was active after 1860. Members did attend 
reunions and give their support to Republican candidates 
such as Blaine and McKinley, though not In any organized 
manner. The uniform and torch offered by Fairfield likely date 
from the 1880s. "The wish is father to the thought." $330. 
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Wes Cowan has offered a great deal of exciting Americana in a series of three-day auctions. Catching up on a few 
recent sales, we report on the following items. A CDV of a Lincoln partisan caught our eye. The gentleman 
wears a kepi with a hand-painted sign labeled "Union Marshal." He wears a parade marshal's sash with a 

bearded portrait of Lincoln and holds a marshal's baton. It is dated November 7, 1864 (one day before the presidential 
election) and has the backmark of Sutterley Brothers, Virginia [City]. N.T. (Nevada Territory). Nevada became a state just 
one week prior to this, on October 31, 1864. $975. An unusual CDV of U. S. Grant, likely taken shortly after the end of 
the war by Nichols & Howard of St. Louis, realized $750. In it, the premier Union general displays a very tired look in his 
eyes and countenance, reflecting the physical toll of the war. A brightly colored large folio lithograph by Currier & Ives, 
titled "Life In the Camp - Preparing for Supper", has a familiar look to it This is because it was based on a painting by 
Thomas Nast, whose talents were not always directed towards caricature and political satire. Published In 1863 and quite 

I 

scarce, it sold for $3,220. An oval albu
men photograph of Lincoln (0-#9), signed 
by Lincoln on the mount "[Your]s truly, A. Lincoln" (loss due to 
trimming), was a standout offering. The image was taken by 
Springfield photographer C. S. German on September 23, 1858, 
on special order from Sarah Bush Johnston Lincoln's grand· 
daughter. Lincoln wrote "This is not a very good looking picture, 
but it is the best that could be produced from the poor subject." 
Ten of the fifteen signed photos of Lincoln sold since 1996 have 
been In carte form and have averaged $50,000 in price. The larger 
images have averaged over $70,000. Estimated at $40,000-
60,000, this "poor image" failed to sell. A signed document by 
President Lincoln, appointing James Speed as postmaster general 
after the resignation of Montgomery Blair, dated December 12, 
1864, was another key offering. Speed was the brother of Joshua 
Fry Speed. considered Lincoln's best friend from his early days in 
Springfield. A Kentucky native, he opposed secession, but did not 
endorse his native state providing material aid to either side. A 
staunch abolitionist, he fought President Johnson on almost every 
key issue relating to civil rights and reconstruction, resigning from 
the Cabinet, resuming an active legal career in Kentucky. Estimat
ed at $25,000-45,000, it crossed 

the block for $21,850. A fine example of 0-#116, taken by Alexander Gardner In Feb
ruary 1865 and considered Lincoln's last studio portrait, made $6,325. An unusual 
cdv of Frederick Douglass, with imprint of J. W. Hum of Philadelphia, went for $975. 
In his December sale, Wes offered a "long-lost" quarter-plate daguerreotype of John 
Brown. Descended in the Brown family, It was taken by the Black 
daguerreotypist Augustus Washington of Hartford, CT, circa 
1846-70. It was during this sitting that another Brown portrait, 
now housed in the National Portrait Gallery, showing Brown 
clutching the "Subterranean Passage Way" flag and taking "the 
oath", was taken. Estimated at $60,000-80,000, it sold for 
$97,750. Apparently, most of the Brown material that has sur
faced recently has come from this one source (the National Por
trait Gallery image showed up in a Pittsburgh-area auction, we 
recall). A silvered brass "Honest Abe The Rail Splitter" campaign 

brooch from 1860 "made the cut" for $2,760. We estimate there are less than ten of these extant, 
and this is the only example we have encountered retaining its original finish. A good buyl A Bristol 
glass vase measuring 14 1/2" In height, with an unusual sepia portrait of Lincoln, was hammered down for a mere $230. 
We don't know the age of this piece, but assume it is late Victorian. Anally, a highly-colorful 26 x 36" Grant & Colfax campaign 
chart, published by Gaylord Watson of New York, realized $3,740. 

A rare Southern 
imprint, this "threat" 
cover was chased to 
S550 on eBay. Other 
less bellicose slogans 

are known. 

B onhams and Butterfields book/manuscript sale In October 
sold this 10 x 15" metal bas-relief bust mounted on vel
vet. At first glance, another one of those ubiquitous Vic· 

torian tributes. A typed label on the verso added another dimen
sion. It explained that the metal from which this piece was cast 
was "recovered from the sloop Cumberland, sunk by the Merrimac 
at Hampton Roads, VA March 8, 1862." It was "recycled" for $710. 
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S cott Winslow of Bedford, NH held an auction in August. As most of you know, James Buchanan was our only bachelor president. As a "young buck", 
he was engaged to be married, but his fiancee died, prompting the distraught Pennsylvanian to vow to remain a bachelor the remainder of his days. 
A manuscript letter, written from Washington, DC on February 9, 1846, relates the pathetic and tragic tale. We assume the unknown writer was in a 

position to know the facts in the matter (get out the Kleenex!!) " ... / will tell you his romantic history. .. he boarded in a house of a very wealthy widow lady 
who had one daughter. As a matter of course the young people fell in love and the mother opposed. She finally taunted her [daughter] with mercenary 
motives. When his high spirit would not break and again exchanging promises with his lady love he left her saying that he would never return till he could 
support her in eminence as a lawyer and after. .. I suppose several years returned to claim his bride to whom he had constantly written, though his letters 
had not been answered. Just before reaching the vii/age he fell and broke his arm and the physician who set it forbid him to go out that night, [so] with 
his left hand he wrote her a note saying that he would call the next morning. He did so, but was received so coldly by mother and daughter that he soon 
took his leave. On the way to the inn he met an acquaintance who told him that the lady had. become engaged to another gentleman and was only waiting 
for a favorable opportunity to break her engagement ... He immediately wrote releasing her from all her promises. Upon receiving the note she told her I 
mother she could never marry anyone. She then asked her servant if she would accompany her wherever she wished to go. LEte in the evening they arrived 
at the house of an uncle. She complained of a pain in her stomach. She said nothing but a laudanum poultice would cure. She went to her room with a 
vial of /audanlfm. She did not come down to breakfast, but they of course did not think it strange. As it grew late they went to her room to find the door 
locked. [They] forced it and she was a corpse. When the mother saw the lifeless form of her child she was filled with remorse, and sending for Mr. 
Buchanan, over her remains, confessed that she had intercepted all his letters and persuaded this Individual to tell him the story of the engagement. He 
heard that story and remained a bachelor. .. " So, It appears "Ten-cent Jimmy" had his own "Ann Rutledge!" (William Rufus King might have protested the 
matter!) The missive sold for $520. An 1863 letter from "William", a tourist or official sojourning in the nation's capital, relates a visit to the White House. 
"I have Just come from an interview with President Lincoln and not a little amused by my observation upon the ... seat of vast power wielded by a man so 
unpretending and unassuming. The commissioner of the Department of Agriculture from whom my appointment was received kindly offered to get me an 
interview with the President. He came for me in his carriage about 9 1/2 AM today. When we reached the White House the Pt. was engaged with a Com· 
mittee from New Jersey and soon after we have obtained a seat in the office of his private Secretary. The halls, and rooms adjoining began to fill with appll· 

cants for interviews, cards and letters accumulating on the table of the doorkeeper Louis Randolph ... who told me that often 
piles would accumulate & after being handed Into the Presidents room and he had been [a]bout, The president would sweep 
the whole mess into the fire/ ... I stood my hour and a half most of the time and occasionally some passing to the Secy room 
the mixed multitude ... State, Military men, Women ... and men from all quarters awaiting admission. One came in with the new 
carbine to be shown the Pt., explained its operation to the doorkeeper who ... thought the committee from New Jersey had occu-

l • . pied the Pt.J's} time long enough. Said he could not remember all the directions and took the carbine and man into the Pt. He 
1 

3 
.._,.! tt;$1l~' often tries in the P.M. their new arms and ls said to be a good shot. Soon after the committee left and I heard a shot fired in the 

u1~.rn~.tJ~.\4-~~ President's room. There, said Doorkeeper, he is trying the carbine firing out of his window! ... Soon after a couple of coarse 
~ .. ,f}t,t/ ~-. 4 

•• --1-f.~ farmer women dark with tan and dirt accompanied by an old man of similar aspect came in and were admitted to the President 
I 14tti ,1.~1tf tJ J ·~ .;-4 l ahead of all others. Soon after the Door Keeper went in and he came out, said these women had been to the Pt. Retreat lasl 
, tJ·n-i" ~w 1-tibht night with some complaint and he had appointed to meet them in the morning and was writing a long letter for them when they 

left. I was admitted [with] My introducer Mr. Martin ... before I got in, awhile waiting at the door. a woman came In and tried to 
force her way Into the room. Her eye was laden with grief, almost desperation, blft the Door Keeper kept her back. She said she had a letter to which she 
was to deliver In to the Pt.f's] own hand, Just can't do it said the Keeper. She insisted but was again repulsed and commanded to 
go into the vestibule but I went in. My friend was entrusted by the Door Keeper with the woman's letter. Her husband was dead and 
she had a son at Manassas whom she had traveled hundreds of miles to see but the rigorous rules barred her from going into the 
lines of the Army and someone had given her this letter which the Pt. said he did not thank them tor doing. He made an endorse
ment upon t/Je letter referring the poor desperate woman to the War Dept. My friend then shew the Pt. a letter which he had received 
from some Agricultural Society which spoke of Gillmore being at the Gate of Pandemonium throwing such fire In Charleston which 
if worse then hellfire he hoped he would give them a dose of it ... The Pt. laughed heartily and read it aloud to us. Rang his bell for 
one of the papers reporters and said that must be published, it was too good to lose. Then my friend left me all alone with the Pt. 
& I prese,rted my letter, made my communications ... I congratulated him in the name of Gen. Smith upon the success ... of his 
administration to which he replied, Say to him when you see him I thank him. in a tone deep and sincere and apparently heartfelt. 
I remarked that I was glad to have seen him as President at the head of the country in a time [of] so much peril. He said he was 
glad to have served ... I observed he had variety enough in the elements surrounding him ... He replied that he had good news this 
morning from the California election! I then made my exit not a little amused with all/ had seen ... " Certainly a great letter of its kind 
and most revealing!! $3,450. And, a lovely, small, ornate New York ballot from 1864 was reasonable at $450. 

T wo recent eBay sales featured U. S. Grant whom, we suspect, was pho-
tographed more times than even President Lincoln. Unusual portraits con

tinue to surface with some regularity. A CDV dated 1868 showed the Republican 
nomineee for president that year. It was taken by Henry Ulke, a German immi· 
grant who, with his brother Julian, operated a studio at 275 Pennsylvania Avenue 
in Washington, DC. Ulke boarded at the Peterson House when Lincoln was assas· 
sinated ($800). The other carte, by Wenderoth & Taylor of Washington, had a 
rather formal and elegant feel to it. It made a strong $950. 
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Stack's Americana sale in January included this curious silver "rebel half dime." Measuring 13 mm. 
across, we consider it a patriotic token of some sort, holed at the top for suspension, and an interest
ing counterpart to tokens produced in the North during the same period. The catalog entry relates an 

1878 newspaper article from the Columbus [GA] Enquirer in which a reader, P. Sid Jones of Memphis, TN 
relates that he acquired a similar, if not exact piece, the day after the Battle of Perryville, KY, October 9, 1862, 
while commanding a company in the Kentucky cavalry. The reverse shows thirteen stars and a cotton plant. 
It sold for $6,325. Along the same lines, an interesting memento was offered in the form of an 1860-0 half
dime, mounted in a gold bezel frame, inscribed "From Mrs. President Davis. Her Last Coln. Richmond Vir
ginia 2nd Feb. 1863." We don't think times were so tough in February 1863 that the First Lady of the Con
federacy was down to her last "nickel." In any event. someone thought enough of Varina Davis to cherish this I 
"souvenir" as a personal keepsake, evidenced by the high degree of wear to Its surfaces. h sold for $2,185. 
Parts Nineteen and Twenty of the John J. Ford Collection concluded In October. Offered were many postage 
stamp envelopes issued by merchants, theatrical venues and stationers. A current New York landmark, I ~ 
Brentano·s Bookstore, apparently was operating in 1862 under the guidance of August Brentano. His enve-L 
lope left the shelf at $1,610. Brown & Russell's Pewter Mug Tavern on Nassau Street also issued an enve- r--,,--~.,---~-
lope. This establishment was located right next to Tammany Hall (talk about great locations!) and is pictured "·;;~;"st~~;.-.. - r 25 eta.I 
on the front cover of the Summer 2007 issue. It realized $1,955. When the great American tragedian, Edwin ,,, ... ,_, .... ,, ..... , •• , •. -·-i Forrest, crossed the boards at Niblo's Garden, theatergoers may have received PosT.1.o~ "sT.1.Ki>s • 

~ this 50-cent envelope as part of their change when purchasing a ticket. It played Ii:: 

1 ,'IZ!/--~• ,,,_, an admirable part in this sale, achieving $2,300. In 1868, U.S. Treasurer Francis u 
;;,'- 'l , - ... 7 )''''"7 ..•• E. Spinner wore two hats - the other as Treasurer of the National Lincoln Monu- I _ 

1 
ment Association. A signed contribution receipt with Spinner's distinctive" John Hancock" was lot- ~ Sl: , 
led along with a related letter. Writing to a would-be contributor, the financial guru stated: " ... I am _ ____.J, 

the Treasurer of the Lincoln Monument association. For a remittance of one dollar or 
more, you, or any other person, can get my autograph to a beautifully engraved NIBl;~.:!.~~EN. 
receipt, and a stereoscopic view of the monument besides, all of which and your remit- -
lance will go free by mail..." Someone ''remitted" $1,100 to "win the spin." A paste- ~-- 1 50 ·JW111p1. 
board fractional currency wallet was offered. It contained images of Union military fig

ures Corcoran, Hooker, Butterfield and Hunter ("small change!'') It was secured for $2,990. An 
unissued remainder $50 note issued by the First National Bank of Idaho In the late 1860s featured 
a portrait of Lincoln, the Quartz Mill and a vignette of Beachey's Stagecoach en route to California. It also had the Roman numer

al L on the verso and may have been called a L-note. Then again, maybe not. It sold for $6,900. A $1.50 note 
issued by the Creek Nation in 1862 was printed in Memphis on yellow paper with red overprint. The cataloger 
states "Little is known about the details of this issue ... North Fork was a Creek trading center with a large Free 
Black population. The Creek, commencing in 1861 had three treaties with the Confederates, and this note is 
redeemable in Confederate notes. Today, the town is underneath 
Lake Eufaula." It traded hands for $42,250. An one-bit note issued iO 

110
' .:. ' 

by Jewish merchants in Santa Fe in 1863 caught our eye. Most 1 

-------all!~---"'!!'-- of their clients appeared to be of Mexican descent as the note is • 
M,,1,. (; entirely in Spanish. "Solomon Jacob Spiegelberg came from , on DOLLAB m m'l'Y CERTS, 

& Germany in the early 1850s as a sutler. His three sons (Levi, _ ,......,_., • 
Manuel and Solomon) issued these scrip notes. Their cousins, 

. . -~ 
, ,, 

, .. ~~ -

,.,_ the Zeckendorf brothers, upon their arrival in the West worked ~ ~". _· 
with them. Three other families, the Bibo, llfield and Staab fami· ~-:_..a,!!,f.~· 

dh lies also sought clerical training in the Spiegelberg operations. <<- _ 
~ There were several other German families operating businesses - .... (•.J.Yo 1) ~ • ,,,-

\ in the Southwest." With Solomon the Elder as family patriarch r14r-_·0 oc11r~~.n':ws,,,,.,.,,.,,,, 
j and three sons, we guess the operation was like the Ponderosa, -::;:;:: .:'u:::.''t".;;,: J',u"i""''" • .,,,, ,1,"' 

,; Yiddish-style II ("Hop Sing ... where's the matzo ball soup?!") •"-t.,-r.1 a: 1.1110=N,1111:. 
• $6,000 (to quote W. C. Fields ... "ll's a bonanza!") 

S elling for a reasonable $220 on eBay, a three-page letter from Richmond, KY, September 9, 1864, requesting a copy of the proceedings of the Demo
cratic Convention held at Chicago, and opining the outcome of the election if it were to be truly "free.' To a Mr. Sutherland from F. McGowen, 'I write 
to request you to send me, as soon as issued, a copy of the proceedings of the Chicago Convention. In all probability they will be considered con

traband by the authorities of our state, and will be prohibited circulation; and my only means of procuring a copy will be by mail from you ... You will 
greatly oblige me by attending to this at your earliest convenience, as I am much Interested in the progress and success of the present political cam
paign of the Democratic party. Our state, if allowed a free election, will, without doubt, give an overwhelming majority for McClellan ... If not asking to 
much of you, may I also request that you send me an additional copy of the World? In Kentucky we are permitted to read nothing but the doubted Admin
istration sheets." Great content! 
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A few eBay sales of note. This bogus Lincoln Wide Awake torch sold 
for $711. It had previously been purchased from a Mastro auction 

by a Cape Cod dealer for $750. Like the proverbial "bad penny", it just 
keeps popping up. The last person to buy 
this is sure to "get burned." A death certifi

IDATHS 

cate for u. S. Grant sold for $1,310. It was Ftr GO\'. \UI . . \. DH'IUX~UUI, 
issued al Mount MacGregor, NY and listed I Vt.'ft" 
Grant's occupation as ·'soldier, statesman, For Lit■l, '-"• ~.!~,t:R ;\ ..; ■a. 
author." The undertaker who completed the Debt, Taxation. and Bankruptoyl 
form was, we believe, the grandfather or ar, Abolition and Couorip • 

&UIO. 

great-grandfather of the vendor. Probably -1111 w1t1a • ..., ~~ .. , lllanr ;. 
some upside potential on that one. A 6 x 7 ••• 1 ..,. •• .. ,,.. •• 

1/2" colored lithograph of the proposed 3rd 
National Flag of the Confederacy realized $2,925 after 38 bids. This design was approved on 
March 4, 1865, but none of the flags actually manufactured conformed precisely to the specifi
cations. A contemporary inscription indicates It was removed from the office of the Virginia gov
ernor on April 2, 1865 ("What a miserable night!") during the evacuation of Richmond. The verso 
contains a pencil sketch of an unadopted design for a Confederate flag. Just why so many 
designs for the CSA flag were made is somewhat of a mystery to us, but it makes for interesting 
collecting. Finally, a 9 x 11" negative campaign broadside from 1864 made its first appearance. 
It was issued in Connecticut during the gubernatorial campaign and harshly criticized Republi
can Governor William Buckingham. It equates his election with Negro equality, abolition, the 
draft, bankruptcy, slavery for the White man, and all those other "good things." The woodcut of 

......,;~- the American eagle is symbolically turned on its head. Sold to an astute dealer for $700. 

R & R Auctions of New Hampshire recently sold a 4-page letter written by U.S. Grant as President in 1871 giving 
the usual excuses for not accepting an invitation: " ... The extra session of the Senate convenes on the 10th inst. 
and I must be there at the opening. The evening of the 11th Mrs. Grant and I propose going to Boston to spend 

• 
Saturday & Sunday, I to attend the meeting of the Society of the 
Army of the Potomac and Mrs. Grant to see her 'darling.' ... About the 
last of the month we expect to take up our quarters at Long Branch, 
and on the 6th of June to visit West Point .... " It made a reasonable 
$2,000. A Lincoln Note Signed, Springfield, IL, August 1860, com
plies with an autograph request of a man on behalf of his young son, 
either a Lincoln admirer or autograph hound. With an applied salt 
print Cole portrait of Lincoln, it realized $5,360. Neat! Sort of a poor-man's Lincoln inscribed photo!) 

0 ne hundred has always been a benchmark and milestone. whether measured in age or number of catalogs issued. Congratulations are In order 
for Raif Splitter David Lesser of Woodbridge, CT, who has just issued his 100th fixed-price catalog. David always comes up with the interesting 
and esoteric, backed with impeccable research and accurate descriptions. A copy of the 1859 work, "The Life, Trial and Conviction of Capt. John 

Brown, Known as 'Old Brown of Ossawatomie,' With A Full Account of the Attempted Insurrection at Harper's Ferry, Compiled from Official and Authen
tic Sources" Is $250. Published by DeWitt of New York (who also published some of the Lincoln Joke books), it apparently was issued before Brown's 
hanging and contains four pages describing "Negro insurrections" of the past. The "Proceedings of the Colored National Labor Convention Held In Wash
ington, D.C., on December 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th. and 10th, 1869" is $2,000. Published by the "New Era'' newspaper press in Washington, D.C .. it details the 
events of this convocation which advocated the right to vote, to organize, to share in the public lands, for the eight-hour day, for freedmen to participate 
fully and equally in the economic life of the country, and for full education. The Republican Party " ... has been made an effective agent under God in lib
erating us from unrequited toil, from chattel thralldom: The Committee on Woman's Labor advocates widening ''the boundaries" of women's pursuits, 
including "hitherto forbidden paths of duty or interest." Two of Frederick Douglass' sons attended as delegates. An 1853 copy of the "Manifesto on Cuban 
Affairs Addressed to the People of the United States, September 1st, 1852" is $500. It Is inscribed on the cover by the author, Cuban-born filibuster 
Ambrosio Jose Gonzales. He aligned himself with the Southern slavocracy, whose aim was to detach Cuba from Spain and export slavery to Its tropical 
climes. Gonzales unsuccessfully tried to raise an invasion force, relocated to South Carolina, got married and eventually became a general In the Con
federate army. The "Journal of the Senate of the Eleventh General Assembly of the State of Illinois, At Their First Session, Begun and Held in the Town 
of Vandalia, December 3, 1838'' is $250. It records State Representative Abraham Lincoln's votes on the selection of a public printer, auditor and trea
surer, and the election of Public Works and Canal commissioners. Lincoln strongly approved of various internal improvement projects that came up for 
discussion during this session. Finally, a copy of "The Nasby Papers. Letters and Sermons Containing the Views on the Topics of the Day, of Petroleum 
V. Nasby, 'Paster Uv The Church Uv The Noo Dispensashun" is $500. Published by Perrine & Co. of Indianapolis In 1864, in printed yellow wrappers, the 
work of this pro-administration humorist (real name: David Ross Locke) so delighted President Lincoln that he often read portions aloud to his Cabinet. 
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S ignature House of Bridgeport, WV held an auction in October. An 18 x 21" commemorative engraving of the Eman
cipation Proclamation, was published in 1865. The calligraphy-style print has the followlng explanatory test: "The 
original picture of which this is an engraved copy was designed and executed with a common 

pen and presented to Abraham Lincoln President of the United States by A. Kidder Putllishers Office -~ 
483 Broadway NY & 38 Washington St. Chicago Illinois." We wonder if Lincoln had a special clos
et for all these presentation pieces, or whether they wound up as fuel tor the fireplace. $1175. Some 
dried myrtle leaves were accompanied with the following note dated May 16, 1865: "I send you a 
few Myrtle Leaves which I took from President Lincoln's coffin. It is a small memento. I had charge 
of the decorations in the State House the day his remains were there." The note was written from 
Indianapolis by Benjamin F. Foster, editor of the "Indiana department'' of the Star of the West Uni
versalist newspaper. $580. A Gideon Welles ALS, written October 3, 1865 to Rear Admiral Silas H. 
Stringham, forcefully condemns the practice of extorting political contritlutions from naval yard per
sonnel. " ... This & all other attempts to exact money from labourers in the putllic service, either by 
compulsion or voluntary contributions is in every point of view reprehensible, & is wholly & absolute
ly prohibited ... The organization of the Yard must not be perverted to aid any party ... It has also been 
represented that some Masters at some of the Navy Yards employ extra hands preceding warmly con
tested elections & that much of the time of these superfluous hands is devoted to party electioneering. Such an abuse if it 
exists in any departments of Navy Yards must be corrected ... " Are there any statues of this guy? If not. there should bel --
$650. Finally, an 1864 military commission signed by Governor Andrew Johnson of Tennessee was offered. It appointed Michael L. Patterson of Greene 
County a lieutenant-colonel In the Fourth Regiment of Infantry of Tennessee Volunteers. (Tennessee is the "volunteer" state, is It not?) $650, as well. 

A "sweet" find on eBay. This 38 mm. aluminum medal ~ 
is listed as King #508. It was produced by S. D. 
Childs of Chicago, the same firm that produced ,-....-c~rt'r' 

Lincoln and Douglas medals and badges during the elec- • 
lion of 1860. This effort was sold at the Columbian Expo
sition at Chicago (the World's Fair) which coincided with 
the 500th anniversary or the discovery of America by 
Christopher Columbus. On one side, the medal shows 
"America's Trinity of Heroes. Lincoln 1860. Washington 
1776. Grant 1865." The other side is dated November 8, 
1892 (election day) when Democrat Grover Cleveland 
was returned to the White House for a second time. He is 
shown with his young bride Francis Folsom Cleveland and 
their infant daughter, Baby Ruth (namesake of the popular candy bar). A ban
ner is inscribed "Of the People and For the People" (yet another Lincoln refer
ence). So, although this piece celebrates the electoral victory of Grover Cleve
land, it is "chock full'' of Lincoln connections. It sold for a reasonable $45. 

T his pasteboard box measuring 3 x 5 x 1" is covered in pink paper and 
has a black & white engraved paper label picturing Lincoln, inscribed 
"Lincoln Machine Twist 100 Yds." The label was printed by the Amer
ican Bank Note Company of New York and Boston. ABN engraved this 

lr,::==========~n image of Lincoln in early 1861 and forwarded 
some proof copies to President-elect Lincoln, 
who carried them on his pre-inaugural trip from 
Springfield to Washington. Lincoln even signed 
some copies in pencil, giving them out as sou
venirs. We assume the box housed some cord or 
ritltion material, although we are at a loss to 
explain the disclaimer "Coarse Letters Excepted." 
The box was later "recycled". The word "Figures" 
was inscribed in pencil on the lid and the box 
filled with printed numbers, likely used as a 
teaching aid in basic addition and subtraction. It 
is difficult to pinpoint the year of manufacture, 
but we'd venture a range between 1861 and 

I~=::::::::=:=:~=:~ 1870. Sold by Political Heritage of CA for $165. 
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H eritage Galleries had 
an auction in May in 
St. Louis in conjunc-

tion with the Central States 
Numismatic Society con
vention. A framed portrait 
of Lincoln superimposed 
on a collage of sixty frag
ments of large 20th centu
ry currency sold for $635. 
A 1923 "porthole" $5 silver 
certificate with deep 
embossing and wide mar
gins, graded Gem Unc 67, 
more than doubled its 
estimate, selling for 
$25,300. Another Lin· 
coin "fin", issued in 1929 
with an overprint of the 
National Bank of 
Conewango Valley, NY, 
the "discovery" note, 
managed $9,200. The 
cataloger described it as the 
"only Known small size." 
Whatever floats your boat!! 

This looks like an embroidery to us, but such 
pieces are sometimes referred to as needle
point or Berlin work. A popular piece of Vic
torian parlor art, similar examples were pro-
duced for Clay, Webster, Washington and 

Winfield Scott. This example measures 15 x 
19" and just sold for $510 on eBay. 
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R aynors' Historical Collectible auctions held three sales in 2007 wi1h a wide assortment of material. A cartoon CDV showed how many White peo
ple felt about the newly-freed slaves. II depicts a Black man putting on dress clothes In front of a broken mirror with a picture of Abraham Lin
coln on the wall and his old field clothes on the bed. A pencil notation on verso reads "Preparing for Congress", referring to the passage of the 

15th Amendment which gave Blacks the right to vote. If the current Congress is any measure, this former slave was more than qualified to serve! No 
sale. An engraved invitation to the annual ball of the Corps of Cadets at West Point in 1845, printed on glazed coated stock, lists T. J. "Stonewall" Jack
son, A. P. Hill and G. 8. McClellan as managers. Mac graduated in 1846 and Hill in 1847. Military academies of the 19th and early 2oth centuries not only 
taught military science, but the social graces, as well. $1,630. A 19 x 24" membership certificate in the "Co. [blank] Regt. N. Y. Vol." featured portraits 

of Washington, Lincoln and McClellan, and two battle scene vignettes. Published by Charles Hart of 99 Fulton Street In New York 
City, it tailed to sell. An 1879 Winfield Scott Hancock ALS, rails against Montgomery Blair and family, whom the general in charge 
of the execution of the Lincoln conspirators, charges with a conspiracy of their own; namely, accusing him of responsibility in 
the execution of Mary Surratt. • .. .I infer ... that if Montgomery Blair was 'no more', the subject would be disposed ot, but I see 
by the morning papers that he still lives. He is a mar-plot In politics and should be eliminated therefrom .. ." We don't know what 
a mar-plot is, but Hancock was eliminated from politics the following year when defeated tor the presidency by James A. 
Garfield. S2,330. A terrific Lincoln ALS, written January 12, 1863 to Secretary of War Stanton, shows the quintessential politi
cian-president: "I intended proposing to you this morning, and forgot to, that [Carl] Schurz and Stahl [Julius Stahel] should both 
be Major Generals. Schurz to take Sigel's old corps, and Stahl to command cavalry. They, together with Sigel, are our sincere 
friends; and while so much may seem rather large, any thing less Is too small. I think it better be done." Aggressively estimat
ed at $30,000-40,000, it sold for $26,800. An 1858 letter from Geneseo, IL, penned during the Senatorial campaign between 
Lincoln and Douglas. comments on the prospects for a Republican victory. "Tell Uncle Stephen that we are going to give the 

~ .. ,, __ ..,___,. + 
., AIMlML MU. •A 

~ .. 4. ~ 

loco-foco's a handful in Illinois, be the results what they may. Our man Lincoln is an 
abler man than Douglas, a man of great popularity in Central & s.outhern Illinois, and 
one whose character commands the respect of all parties." Estimated REASONABLY 
at S140-220, it achieved S220. A printed joint resolution of the Confederate Congress 
from 1864 summarizes the rebel cause. The political statement bases secession on 
the precepts of the Declaration of Independence, offers to negotiate peace on the basis 
of Independence for the CSA, concluding: " ... [the people of the CSA] do not abate one 
jot of their high resolve to die freemen rather than endure the tyranny which must fol
low subjugation; and, further, if the people of the United States, by re-electing Abra
ham Lincoln, mean to tender to them four more years of war, or re-union with them 
on any terms, deeply deprecating the dire necessity so wantonly thrust upon them, I 
and relying upon the justice of their cause and the gallantry of their soldiers, they 
accept the rage of battle, and leave the result to the righteous arbitrament of Heav
en .. ." No sale. An original manuscript poem dedicated to President Lincoln, titled "Tis 
but one hundred thousand men", was written by Col. T. Washington, formerly of the 

46th Ohio Infantry, In 1864. Washington was commissioned in 1861, but court-martialed and cashiered out of the am1y as the result of a bitter dispute 
with General Sherman over Sherman's alleged errors at the Battle of Shiloh. No sale. A Civil War soldier's letter, written from Camp Stoneham in Aprll 
1864, speaks disparagingly of President Lincoln· " ... Old Abe has issued a law that the gallant 24 Vols. Cavalry shall go in the infantry for the rest of our 
3 years - but we shall suffer death before we shall go there ... the reg·t. say that they will all die & Capt. Farmer says that we enlisted as cavalry & he will 
stick to us where we go, we have give him a saber that [cost] $1 o_o & he thinks a great deal of his company ... you can see what Old Abe is now the old I 

Son of a Bitch ... " $350. A letter written eight days after Lincoln's assassination on "Ohio State Military Agency" let
terhead, acknowledges receipt of the contents of a slain soldier's rucksack. " ... The contents of your slain, hero 

(Im-I llJ:ILl.ll. ~J \II., 01< \HUlll'I. 

brothers valise do honor to him in the disposal made of them by you ... the Greatest Martyr has been added to the 
already long list of those swallowed up in this remorseless rebellion yet 

1 

their sacrifices will not have been made In vain ... " Ditto no sale. A small 
♦Y>"D-- -

---·-·--~--- ,-.-- .... ~----.. broadside, likely issued in the Spring 
_ \ St _ of 1861 , describes a "Convention 

C ..,,,••'' ~Ti) 111~1,.l Between the Commonwealth of Vir-
"i -1■ _, 11111 ginia and the Confederate States of 

A ... J:. America." Virginia did not officially 
f vd secede from the Union until May 23, 

---

1861. During the period between the 
Fall of Fort Sumter and then, it was 
resolved that: " ... Until the union of 
said Commonwealth with said Con
federacy shall be perfected, and said 
Commonwealth shall become a 
member of said Confederacy accord
ing to the Constitution of both pow-

continued top of next page 
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ers, the whole military force and military operations, offensive and defen
sive, of said Commonwealth, in the impending conflict with the United 
States, shall be under the chief control and direction of the President of 
said Confederate States ... " The leading signature (in type) of the Com
mittee of the Convention was John Tyler, the former president who served 

in the Confederate Congress 
(we wonder why no Civil War 
covers are known with his por
trait and the overprint "Traitor"
guess he was always a person 
of no consequence in the public 
mind). $585. A 10 x 12 1 /2" 
broadside, issued between 
October 1862 and January 1863 
by Kentucky governor-in-exile 
Richard Hawes, is directed to 
the "Soldiers of Kentucky, in the 
Army of the Confederate 
States." It asks them to vote [in 
absentia] in the election of Feb
ruary 10, 1863. " ... the cause in 
which we are engaged demands 

it... our people expect it, for whilst enforced allegiance to the Lincoln gov
ernment, at heart loathed its mockeries ... life is wantonly sacrificed (to 
their] petty tyranny, the liberty of the dungeon instituted for that of free 
speech and independent press, property taken and destroyed ... your des
tiny remains to be fixed by the stern arbitration of the sword ... " Hawes was 
inaugurated governor October 4, 1862 in Frankfort, but the capital was cap
tured by the Union and the government officials were forced to flee the state 
and operate as best they could out of Corinth, Mississippi. As with Mary
land, soldiers from Kentucky served in both the Union and Confederate 
armies. $5,535. Another southern state to fall under Union occupation was 
Louisiana. New Orleans fell to Union forces on April 28, 1862. Five weeks 
earlier, the City of New Orleans issued this $1000 "defense" bond. The 
monies it raised were to be used for military operations against the north
ern invaders. Printed in red, blue and green, the 17 x 14" certificate is quite 
graphic. Subsequent events, though, rendered it a worthless scrap of 
paper. None of the coupons were redeemed. $935. An Abraham Lincoln 
Signed printed document, June 30, 1863, called upon the 3rd district in the 
state of Massachusetts to fulfill its military quota of 3,072 soldiers. On July 
14, 1863, Irish immigrants in Boston attacked a Federal marshal who was 
distributing draft notices in the city. The riot resulted In the death of eight 
people and the destruction of several stores in Faneuil Market This riot 
paled in comparison to the New York City Draft Riot which resulted in the 
deaths of almost 100 people, most of whom were free Blacks. The Boston 
Irish were "just having a wee bit o'funl" $18,640. 

A few interesting COVs to recently sell on eBay: a prohibitively rare Brady portrait 
of Lincoln, $2,550; a rare Booth by Fredricks, $2,000; and an odd "Cooper Union" 

carte with an Imprint on verso from a photographer in Bombay, $210. 

IWAMI YOUR 
AUTOGRAPHS 

Tfyou are recmiting a buyer for your autographs, only 
one company is truly armed and ready. We have paid out 
over $25 million in the last five years alone. University 
Archives has at its disposal an arsenal of superior 
expertise and services. We offer free appraisal by fax, 
phone or e-mail. We are famous for having the fastest 
check in the business; by fec:Ex if you desire. 

We buy family correspondences, letters. manuscripts. 
relics and documents relating to famous people or events 
in history. 

We are actively seeking items and collections varying 
in value from one hundred to one million dollars for 
outright purchase or internet auction consignment. 

Visit our web page at 

University Archives.com 
for complete detai Is and our company profile or 

click on EO once on our site to see our auctions. 
Contact us at University Archives 

49 Richmondville Ave.• Westport. CT 06880. 
Toll Free 1-800-237-5692 

(203) 454-0111 • Fax (203) 454-31 l I 
or e-mai I our president john@universityarchives.com 

llniutrsltg llrdaiuts. 
If there's one signature collectors recognize, it's ours. 

M1m1her· ABAA • I i'l<X 
MClllll.~C/'ifJI Soctl/1\' • /,1D. I 
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II n October, Sunflower Auctions of Overland Park, KS sold Civil War and historical artifacts from the Geiger Collec· 
lion. We are not sure who this Geiger guy is or was, but the items appeared to have been assembled fairly recent· 
ly from various autograph and military dealers. Several items list "Gary Hendershott Museum Consultants" in the 

I 
provenance. The estimates were, in our opinion, totally unrealistic. In addition, some of the attributions were highly 
questionable. Four lots of note are detailed here. Flag Fragments attributed to Ford's Theater and Lincoln Assasslna· 
tlon. "Two fragments of red stripes from an American flag, reputed to be part of the flag that was used to carry the ::;:==:;::~;;;;:;;;;:;;;;:;:;;;;;;;,.,;;...;: 

I 
wounded President from Ford's Theater. Presented to eyewitness Jeannie Gourlay, the actress playing the part of Mary 
Trenchard in 'Our American Cousin' the night of Lincoln's assassination, by her father, who was one of the men that 
carried Lincoln's body across the street to Peterson House. Includes a vintage commemorative 'We Mourn Our Coun
try's loss!' ribbon, so popular after Lincoln's assassination. Also includes letters and statements linking the flag to 
Ford's Theater and Lincoln's assassination. The period note reads, 'The piece of torn red flag is a part of the flag which 
covered Lincoln's body as it was carried from Ford's Theatre the night he was shot - carried across the street."' Esti
mated at SS-10,000, it sold for S1 ,920. Also, Packing Trunk Attributed to President Abraham Lincoln. '"To make it more 
secure than it would be in my hat, where I carry most all my packages, I put it in my trunk.' - Abraham Lincoln, quot
ed In Carl Sandburg's biography. An interesting piece of Americana. Multi-plank construction, hand tapped 'A. Lincoln, 
New Salem, Ill.' to side. Faded black markings, 'Chllicothe, No. 27' to top of lid. Iron hinges and fittings, remnant leather from 
old handles to side, marks of nails for the other. Evidence of removed front latch. lined with 1850's dated newsprint, stories 
and classifieds, appears to be from New York. The original owners have traced ownership of the trunk through their family 
lines back to 1870, when a Missouri Congressman, Ira 8. Hyde, purchased the trunk from a Washington D.C. shop after 
being assured it was from Lincoln's White House. A passage from Carl Sandburg's biography of Lincoln quotes the Presi-

dent as mentioning his preparations for traveling. It appears this was a packing crate, perhaps 
from his days owning a store in New Salem with WIiiiam Berry during the 1830s, and well used 
thereafter." Estimated at $25-50,000., supposedly a single bid of S12,000 was accepted. And, 
Pio Fedi (Italian, 1816-1892) President Abraham Lincoln Life Size White Marble Bust 1865. • 
"Fedl studied in Rome and Florence under some of the most prominent sculptors of the post
Canova generation. He is well known for his terracotta model of The Rape of Polyxena (combines 
Virgil's and Euripedes's versions of the story), and many of his sculptures are still on display 
throughout Italy. A beautiful and remarkably rare white carrara marble bust of President Lincoln, 
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sculpted by the famous Italian artist Pio Fedi (1816-1892). Sculpted in 1865 as Europe mourned _______ __. 
the assassinated president, and concurrent with Fedi's famous marble sculpture, Pirro che rapisce Polissena Verso signed 'Pio 
Fedi faceva in Flrenza nel - 1865.' A rather unique three-dimensional representation of Lincoln, as Volk's life mask is usually 
the piece we see reproduced today. An extremely rare European Lincoln sculpture. Size: 29 in. high with base." Estimated at 
$20-30,000, it "went bust" and did not sell. And a September 1864 Autographed Endorsement Signed of Abraham Lincoln in 

which the President assents to the request for a transfer of a soldier who appears to be "an intelligent manly man• and whose "story I believe." We've dis
missed allegations in the recent past that Lincoln was gay, but what's with this "manly man" stuff? The note came "out of the closer and sold for $13,200. 

T wo more letters from the Henry E. Luhrs "Lincoln Library• Collection disbursed by 
Heritage caught our attention. An Autograph Letter Signed from William Dennison, 

January 12, 1861, Columbus, Ohio, is addressed to President James Buchanan. Dennison 
pledges "the entire power, and resources of Ohio ... for the maintenance ... of the Constitu
tion, and laws of the General Govemmenr. Dennison (1815-82) served as the 24th Gover
nor of Ohio. In the ear1y days of the seccession crisis, Dennison mobilized Ohio troops and 
dispatched them to the Federal government. Later, he would served as U.S. Postmaster 
General in the Cabinet of President Abraham Lincoln during the American Civil War. A great 
piece of history. ($600.) Another Dennison letter to the President of the United States was 
auctioned in the same sale. This ALS from the Governor of Ohio was to the next adminis
tration and to President Abraham Lincoln regarding militia call-ups. On State of Ohio letter· 
head, Columbus, April 15, 1861 (Ironic date), it responds to the April 1861 Executive Order. 
President Lincoln had called on the governors of every state to contribute troops totaling 
75,000 to recapture forts, protect the capital and •preserve the Union: In this Important let
ter, Dennison can be seen articulating the enthusiasm and wllllngness for states to con
tribute men to the cause and so preserve the union. Dennison writes: 'What portion of the 
75,000 Militia you call for do you give to Ohio. We will provide the largest number you will 
receive. Great rejoicing here over your Proclamation. W. Dennison•. Dennison adds: 'Answer 
immediately. I await your answer to issue my proclamation.· In the end Ohio raised 25 vol
unteer Infantry regiments - fully 10 more than the requested quota. $2,300. 

J erry Jordan of Jordan AntiQuarian Books oper-
ates out of Dorset, VT. He issues periodic fixed

price catalogs with the by-tine "Purveyors of Signifi· 
cant Americana including Historic Ephemera and 
Manuscripts." His most recent catalog had one Lin
coln-related entry. It was a manuscript genealogy of 
the Hanks family comprising close to 35 pages, inter
spersed within a leather journal. Its findings and 
research extended back to 1700 with the arrival at 
Plymouth. MA of Uriah Hanks, his wife lurancy and 
their two sons Benjamin and Jacob. It was compiled 
by Byron M. Hanks and dated June 20, 187 4 with 
tipped-in additions by Edwin Paige Hanks. Abraham 
Lincoln is mentioned three times, the first being 
" ... this was probably Jacob [Hanks] and from him 
probably came the Hanks of Ky and among them 
Nancy Hanks the mother of President Lincoln." The 
journal's provenance includes Senator James 
Wadsworth whose wife Alice was the daughter of 
John Hay, of Nicolay & Hay fame. $14,000. 

---------------------- 40 ----------------------



----------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER-----------------

P otomack Auctions of Alexandria, VA conducted a September sale that featured many works of art. A 36 x 59" etch
Ing of Lincoln by the Argentinean artist Mauricio Lasansky (1914-) sold for $345. In i1, the American icon wears 
a flag patch on his sleeve and holds his hand to his heart, as if giving the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Seaport Autographs offers an unusual Lincoln death document in their latest 
catalog. II is a signed note by the City Clerk of Springfield, IL, Oramel H. 
Abel, dated April 26, 1865. In it, Abel writes to the City Sexton: "You will at 

once suspend all work, and preparations in Oak Ridge Cemetery for the recep
tion of the mortal remains of our late President Abraham Lincoln - until further 
order." Abel had several associations with Lincoln, in addition to being a fellow 
Springfielder. Both men signed the same 1857 call for a Sangamon County 
Convention. And, in fact, Abel visited Lincoln in the White House on January 20, 
1865 and was given a card by the President addressed to the paymaster's 
office. (We are unsure of the exact circumstances which prompted this note.) 
After the assassination, there was some confusion regarding the final resting 
place for the President's mortal remains. His son Robert wanted him buried in Chicago. Others proposed the nation's 
capital. Mrs. Lincoln insisted on Oak Ridge Cemetery. Besides the resolution of this question, there may have been 
some uncertainty as to the exact time of arrival of the body in Springfield. Quite an historic relic. ($1,850.) 

T he Raab Collection of Ardmore, PA has a significant Lincoln ALS for sale in their current catalog. It deals with the relationship "-·" ,.,.__,_ 
between Lincoln and the press. Lincoln was, of course, sensitive to the influence of powerful editors and the need to rally pub- 1\.,,.7 .. ,., .( ,.n ml 
lie opinion in the prosecution of the war. There was also the need to give reporters access to battlefields and military com- 1•·F ·;;;:.;:-;:-

manders while denying access to the enemy of key military intelligence. After the disastrous defeat at First Bull Run, scathing report h,.4,, ~·-~.:: ;-f::';, 
appeared in papers worldwide. Even editors who had previously supported Lincoln turned against him. Understandably, the admln- ::.!:7r;:, ,-,,-___ ,,,: • 
istration begin to be rather circumspect in giving passes to reporters working for unfriendly papers. Accordingly, when it came ~-:;·:: ::.':-:j:J..<-;;; 
time for reporters to go on a boat-tour down the Potomac River, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles refused a pass to New York !. ~-.:,_'TL'.',_· r;:_ 
Herald reporter Henry Wikoff. This slight had the potential to ignite a storm of protest not only from members of the press, but ':;: ,~;.'t!t :.:~::.->:. 
anyone critical of abuses of power by the executive branch. Seeking damage control, Lincoln hurriedly wrote a note on September :::'.' /.: :;, ~ :-::_;,;;;-
28, 1861 to New York Herald editor James Gordon Bennett. Marked "Private & Confidentiaf', it read: "Last evening Mr. Wickoff / Z.~ 1;;.::.; :::.::.L 
solicited me for a pass, or permission to a gentleman whose name I forget, to accompany one of our vessels down the Potomac '· -- J- ~. • -- ,... 
to-day, as a reporter of the Herald, saying the Sec. of the Navy had refused, when he had given the privilege to reporters of other papers. It was too late 
at night for me to see the Secretary, and I had to decline giving the permission, because the Sec. might have a different reason unknown to me. I write 
this to assure you that the administration will not discriminate against the Herald, especially when it sustains us so generously, and the cause of our 
country so ably as It has been doing." (Sounds like major a .. kissing!) $55,000. 

W e are constantly amazed by how much history remains to be discovered. And, clearly most revelations coming to light through newly-discovered 
private correspondence. Fortunately the internet has provided a market for such material to be valued and sourced. Case in point, a content-rich, 
four-page letter to recently sell on eBay. It provides an eyewitness, vivid description of the inauguration at Washington DC of Pres. Abraham Lin-

coln. From Holmes Hall (probably located in Union occupied Northern Virginia), March 17, 1861, to 'Sis Mina·. It reads, in part, as follows, ·1 know 
nothing of the representative girls, and did not see them on lnaugn. day .. Not strictly accurate, for I did see them, but not near enough to interpret their 
badges. Do not know even that the young ladies represented particular states. I saw them at a distance of 50 yards, over the heads of thousands of peo
ple. The car was a beautiful creation, a thing of airy elegance with those emblems of purity and family bliss to crown It. I looked away on the soldiers, 
filing past us by the thousand, and again In the direction of the car; but it was gone, leaving me almost in doubt that It was a reality. It was 9 o'clock 
that morning, as I stood on the west front of the Capitol and looked out on the Avenue, then almost deserted. Where are the people, I asked myself. and 
was thinking that apathy, or apprehension would probably make It an unenthusiastic gala day. With a friend I strolled 'round to the east side, through 
the grounds of [Horatio) Greenough's statue, met Uzzie, George & Mrs. Dr. Lee of Washington, with whom we took station. Standing in front of the 
platform and within 30 ft. of it, about 10 O'clock. At this time there were as many people, as one of our camp meetings concentrated, seated a little dis
tance off or standing near. We were soon hemmed in by the constant accessions.that we could form no conception of the mass of humanity about us. 
Mrs. Lee's little boy frequently had to be lifted for fresh air. Daniel Pratt, crazy, who has a fancy he is president, or ought to be, sat perched in a tall tree 
In the statue ground in our rear. As we waited and talked and fussed and crowded, he rose up in his lofty rostrum and commenced his Inaugural. He 
talked and flung down his papers and pamphlets, but instead of a hearing he got great shouts and peals of laughter. A policeman came with a hatchet 
& threatened to cut him down if he did not hold his peace, but he only clambered the higher and went on with his jargon. A wit suggested that [the] 
man was committing high treason, at which the people laughed a great multitudinous laugh again. Eleven O'clock became twelve and one. Then it was 
buzzed through the crowd. 'He Is coming'. The Chief Justice came out on the platform. The sound of martial music trembled through the the vast assem
blage. Preceded by one or two or three distinguished men, [ex-President James) Buchanan and [Secretary of State William] Seward, Baxter, the Presi
dent Elect [Lincoln] came forward. His speech was as good in manner as it is in matter, which is saying a great deal, for all admit it to be a document 
of great ability. And then the oath of office was so well taken, his voice so deep and earnest and intrepid. I was proud of my Country, my party, of my 
man. We beheld the procession as it moved off, partook of an oyster dinner and took omnibus and boat for Alexandria ... Have seen an inauguration. 
Hope there will be many more, peaceful as this, and welcomed by the Union as it once was .. : ($450) 
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C hristie's printed and manuscript Americana sale in December had two Lincoln 
lots of note. The first was a signed Lincoln CDV. The image was taken by 

Alexander Gardner on August 9, 1863. Gardner had just opened a new studio on the 
corner of 7th and D Streets in Washington. The President came on a Sunday to have 
his picture taken. A total of seven different images were made on that single sitting. 
John Hay accompanied Lincoln to the studio and noted in his diary: "I went down 
with the President to have his picture taken at Gardner's. He was In very good spir
its." Lincoln posed with the Sunday newspaper In one hand and his reading glasses 
in the other. Union victories at Gettysburg and Vicksburg the previous month had 
apparently put the President in an overall good mood, relieving much of his stress. 
This exceptional carte sold for $85,000. A 16 x 22" souvenir engraving of the Thir
teenth Amendment to the Constitution, along with the signatures of Lincoln, Hamlin, 
Colfax, Forney and 164 Senators and Congressman who voted for the amendment, 

l...::::=~~~~~==~ crossed the block for $8,125. Although the amendment passed Congress In February 1865, it was not ratified by the 
states until December 1865, too late for its primary sponsor, President Lincoln, to appreciate. Prior to its ratification, souvenir copies printed on vellum 
were signed by various combinations of its sponsors including, in some cases, Lincoln. (One of these recently sold for over $1.8M by HCA.)This exam
ple, however, contained facsimile signatures and was engraved by the Western Bank Note & Engraving Company of Chicago and published by D. R. Clark. 
The Great Seal of the United States appears at top along with a vignette of a newly-freed slave couple paying homage to the image of the slain President. 

A nd, if you missed out on the carte at Christie's, you had 
another shot at EAC Galleries of New Hyde Park, NY in 
November. The cover lot was another Gardner signed CDV 

of Lincoln. It had previously been handled by Paul Richards and 
had been given the "seal of approval" by Dan Weinberg of the 
Abraham Lincoln Book Shop and Joe Maddalena of Profiles in 
History. So, you might say, it was SIGNED, SEALED, and DELIV
ERED (assuming the winning bidder paid for it)I $73,200. 

R ootenberg Booksellers of Sherman Oaks, CA has cata
loged quite a group of Lincoln imprints, formerly the 
property of a California institution. A copy of Abraham 

Africanus I. His Secret Life, as Revealed Under the Mesmeric 
Influence. Mysteries of the White House is $1,250. Published 
by J. F. Feeks, who seemed to have a short-career In publishing 
anti-Lincoln Imprints, it is a Copperhead-inspired satire of Lin
coln making a pact with the Devil to become the hereditary ruler 
of the United States with, of course, racial overtones. A first edi
tion of the Cooper Union Address is $1,000. An anti-Lincoln 
pamphlet from 1864 shows how Lincoln was supportive of 
Grant. but undermined McClellan. Lincoln's Treatment of Gen. 
Grant, Mr. Lincoln's Treatment of Gen. McClellan, Taint of Dis
union is $1,000. An H. de Marsan songsheet from 1860, 
Republican Campaign Song Lincoln & Hamlin, is $500. One 
verse goes: "There's an old gray horse whose name is Buck! du 
dahl du dah! His dam is folly, his sire bad luck! du dah! du dah! 
dayl" A copy of Monaghan-12, Speech of Abraham Lincoln 
Delivered In Springfield, Saturday Evening, July 17, 1858, is 
$2,000. It is quarto (8vo.) size, untrimmed and uncut, and thus 
unusual. A French language edition of The Confession of John 
Wilkes Booth, Assassin of President Lincoln, Translated and 
published from the original manuscript, published In Paris In 
1865 by Chez Tous les Libraires, is $1,000. A broadside of 
unspecified dimensions is titled President Lincoln and General 
Grant on Peace and War. Interview with the President. Mr. Lin
coln's View of Democratic Strategy. Letter of General Grant. It 
contains a one-column interview with the President and a one
paragraph letter by Grant and deals with the use of ex-slave 
troops. $1,500. 

a sale this February 

S elling for a reasonable $430 on 
eBay was this quite different 
carte study of the funeral proces

sion In Philadelphia on April 23 1865. 
Period pencil writing on the back states 
'Going in to see the remains Pres Lin
coln' with an imprint by Ridgway 
Glover, photographer. A different view 
than those usually seen from Philly! 

comprised of Civil War-era patriotic covers and let
ters with Confederate stamps and postmarks. A Lin
coln memorial issue inscribed "We Cherish His 
Memory" realized $600. An 1856 political cover 
issued by the American or Know Nothing Party was 
one we have never encountered. TIiled "Americans ...._ ________ _.1 

Must Rule America", it had three scenes. One ("Catholicism") showed the Pope on 
his throne. The second ("At Election") shows contending mobs hurling stones at one 
another over the ballot box. The final one ("American Triumph") shows a wife greet
ing her husband "Sam" who is seated in his parlor over the body of a priest (living 
or not... uncertain). $400. The Know Nothings reached their peak of influence in 
1856-7 and were factors in the political calculations of Abraham Lincoln up until the 
time he was elected president. Finally, an unused Confederate patriotic cover, 
described as one of only two known, comparable to the prohibitively rare "Hanging 
Lincoln", was estimated at $500-700, but managed a strong $2,990. Printed in 
brown with red and blue highlights, it showed two scenes. In one ("Our Hornes"), a 
Confederate soldier leaves to protect his homeland while the women in his family 
stay behind while holding aloft an 11-star CSA flag. A full horn-of-plenty appears 
below. In the contrasting view ("Protection"), a Northern civilian guides a flag-carry
ing Negro slave to the battlefront. An empty horn-of-plenty, milestone inscribed 
"Taxes $500,000,000" and an overturned statue of Lincoln appear below. If this had 
been postally used, it probably would have sold for $15-20,000. 
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S mythe of New York City held an autograph sale in December. A little over a year ago, they sold four Mary 
Todd Lincoln ALSs. This sale had three additional examples. Talk about "finding a niche!" The first four
page letter was written from Chicago on July 27, 1871 to Eliza Slataper, mother of one of Tad's friends. 

Mary and Tad were staying at the Clifton House in Chicago where Robert had established himself as a success
ful lawyer. On July 15th, Tad died of pleurisy. Mary was so grief-stricken that she could not accompany Tad's body 
to Springfield for burial next to his father. Just twelve days after this calamity, she writes: "In my great agony of 
mind, I write you. I pray you. by all that is merciful to come to this place - if but for a few days ... My son's health 
required that he should leave town for two weeks. I promised him that I would remain in his house. A gentleman 
friend occupies his only spare room at night, but each day I am entirely alone, in my fearful sorrow. Come, come ·, , ~ ~, 
to me. My daughter-in-law is absent with her sick mother ... " $4,885. A second lot contained two four-page let- !' }\ 
ters both written from Frankfort, Germany In late 1869 to Mrs. Orne, wife of a wealthy Republican booster vaca- , ~ • 
tioning in Paris. " ... your thoughts ever kindly turn towards me in my great desolation - and [that] you sympa- •: , ~) • h, 
thize with me, In the peculiar trials, that within the last few years have been allotted me. The darkness is very f ~ ~i \ 
great - we can only pray that the dawn is at hand ... This is a season of great anxiety for me. Any news you may ; 1 · > •\ ·! 
receive - please transmit me - of whatever nature ... I want you, my dear friend - when you receive this - just •. ~ l , ~ 

to sit down & write me one of your letters that my good boy hands me with such eagerness & which are read ~\ , ! ~ ... 
with such indescribable emotions by me. The loneliness of this winter - words could not express - nor pen write , ·p 

its terrors!. .. Oh, if I could see you! When will it be - if we fail, I fear, I shall sink under the blow. I have grown so ------------
nervous ... " The other letter was perhaps even more interesting. After telling Mrs. Orne to burn the letter, she relates: "I hope Mrs. Grant has had the grace 
to reply to your letter. I am possessed with the idea that our business will at least come up this week [referring to a pension bill in Congress). Sumner 
is about receiving your last letter and his mind is in an exercised state - his heart & voice will be heard this week ... [it] will be so long ere we know the 
result. This suspense is terrible." Referring to visits by Sumner to the Lincoln White House, she quotes Sumner " .. .'This is the first administration In 
which I have ever felt disposed to visit the house - and I consider it a privilege.' And I was pleased, knowing he visited no other lady ... and that cold & 
haughty looking man to the world - would insist upon my telling him all the news & we would have such frequent & delightful conversations ... My dar
ling husband would join us & they would laugh together, like two school boys. These are delicious memories ... And yet the memory is sad & bitter. When 
I think over the wrong & injustice that has been done me ... in the midst of my unparalleled bereavements because I had not the sustaining hand of my 
husband to support me ... It is very hard not to make idols of such as these, when they are ours - My husband was so richly blessed with all these noble 
attributes that each day makes me worship his memory more & more ... Tomorrow is the anniversary of my birthday - I will be 46 and I feel 86. My hus
band always so playfully and tenderly reminded me of the day, if I affected to forget it. He was 14 years and 10 months older than myself, & was from 
my eighteenth year always - lover- husband - father & all, all to me - Truly my all." $14,950 the pair. 

D ana Linett of EAH In Rancho Santa Fe, CA had some interesting material in his August sale. A War 
Department document signed by Edwin Stanton, March 20, 1862, accommodated war coverage and 

created one of the first embedded reporters! "Bayard Taylor an authorized Reporter for the New York Tribune 
newspaper, has permission to proceed with the Army of the Potomac subject to such rules and regulations as 

the General Commanding may prescribe ... " It is not likely that Old Mars gave his 
stamp of approval to reporters from newspapers unsupportive of 
the administration and Union cause. $920. An 1873 Depart
ment of the Interior land grant for 160 acres, awarded to a 
War of 1812 veteran, had portraits of another veteran, Win
field Scott, and President Lincoln. This is the first example 
we have seen. We guess the Office of the Commissioner of 
Pensions likely had a huge backpile of work or, they may have 
calculated that the longer they dragged their heels, the more 
veterans would be "checking out!" And you thought things 
were bad todayll $1,785. Two prooflike dog tags from the 
Civil War, one dated 1861 and the other 1862, were offered. 
We don't think there's too strong a market for these and we 

have to wonder if collectors don't value inscribed 
specimens over pristine examples. $750 and $400 
respectively. A McClellan-Pendleton 
back-to-back ferro was likewise a ,.-......,~ ..... ~ 

blazer and the finest specimen 
we have ever seen. Guided most 
reasonably at $200-500, it sold 
for $750 ... still a good deal. 
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A nearly 
patriot

ic/political 
CDV pictur
ing a gentle
man stand
ing beside a 
large banner 
was recently 
posted on 
eBay. The 
seller called 
it a campaign piece. It was inscribed 
• UNION. Our President. The Union 
must be preserved. 'We must either 
be for or against our government or 
we must either be patriots or trai
tors. - Douglas.' Washington, Jeffer
son. Jackson." We feel this piece 
dates from the spring of 1861 or 
possibly during the secession crisis. 
Douglas didn't discuss secession 
during the campaign of 1860, but 
rallied behind the Union in 1861. 
Here he's linked with three fellow 
patriots. $675. 



---------------- THE R.AILSPLITTER ----------------

J ulia's of Fairfield, ME held a ·spectacular" firearms and militaria sale in October. 
Besides a vast assortment of Civil War material (flags, uniforms, etc.), It contained a 
few Lincoln-related lots, two of which were prominently featured in the auction's pro

motions. We excerpt, at some length, the catalog descriptions. "This represents a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to purchase what is considered to be a national treasure. This solid 
gold, extremely high grade, presentation sword commissioned by the United States Con
gress, made by America's premier bladesmiths, The Ames Manufacturing Company of 
Chicopee, Massachusetts, and inscribed and presented to General David Emanuel Twiggs of 
Mexican War fame is ... the only Mexican War Congressionally commissioned and present· ~ 
ed sword to ever be sold at public auction. The Ames Manufacturing Company was com
missioned by the United States Congress to design and fabricate this presentation sword for the phenomenal sum of $1,500 in 
1848. At the time $1,500 was, without doubt, the most expensive American sword ever made ... When James Ames was asked 
about the phenomenal cost of this sword he believed himself 'falrly paid, but nothing more ... the sword's to be fully worth that 
amount.· (John Hamilton, The Ames Sword Company. 1829-1935, p. 115.) Five other gold presentation swords were commis· 
sioned and presented to Mexican War heroes by Congress. One is documented to have burned in [a] fire; three are institutional· 
ized (one being in the White House). Only the sword to Major General William 0. Butler is still family owned and was "discovered" 
on the Antiques Roadshow in 2003. All six of these magnificent gold Congressional presentation swords were made by Ames by 
the same act of Congress in the same year (1848). All are distinct in design, craftsmanship and artistry. The Twiggs sword, pre• 
sented here. has a spectacular history and provenance both before and during the American Civil War that Is unique among all of 
the other Congressionally commissioned swords. This magnificent gold presentation sword Is mounted with gemstones, includ· 
ing two large white sapphires, a topaz, and a rose-colored diamond. This sword Is mounted and hilted in solid, 18-karat gold. The N.P. Ames Co. opened 

for business in 1791 ... they made cannon and rifled guns during the Civil War and many famous 
statues including the Minuteman Statue in Lexington, Mass. and the bronze doors for the U.S. 
Capitol... This sword was presented to General David Emanuel Twiggs by President James K. Polk 
for extraordinary gallantry and service during the Mexican War. Born In Richmond County, Geor· 
gia, he was the oldest officer of the Federal Army to take up arms for the Confederacy ... (For] his 
actions in Mexico ... he was honored with a brevet commission of Major-General for gallant and 
meritorious conduct at the Battle of Monterey and presented with this sword and a resolution by 
the United States Congress. Following the Mexican War Twiggs was given command of the Depart· 
ment of the West. with headquarters at St. Louis, MO, until 1857 when he took charge of the 
Department of Texas, headquartered at San Antonio ... He was second In seniority to Scott and 
would have been in line to assume duties as General-in-Chief had Scott retired. Yet. Twiggs' South· 
em sympathies caused him to surrender the military forces and stores under his command in 
Texas to Colonel Ben McCulloch, representing the State of Texas. an act for which Twiggs was dis• 
missed from the Army on March 1. 1861. On May 22, 1861 Twiggs was appointed a Major-Gen
eral in the Confederate Provisional Army, the senior officer of that grade, and assigned to com

mand the District of Louisiana. Abraham Lincoln called him the 'Benedict Arnold of the South' for his defection to the Confederate States of America 
which he considered a treasonous act. When General Benjamin Butler captured New Orleans early In 1862, he sent a detail to capture General Twiggs. 
Twiggs escaped; however, Butler seized as trophies three wonderful presentation swords. Butler recommended that to show the folly of secession, the 
three swords should be donated to Congress. West Point, and the final one. this Congressional presentation. to be given to President Lincoln. In an 
excerpt from Lincoln's letter to Congress: 'I have in my possession three valuable swords formerly the property of General David E. Twiggs.' These 
swords were eventually all placed in the U.S. Treasury Department until 20 years after the war. Twiggs' grandson filed suit to have them returned. In 
advanced age and in ill health, he soon was for all Intents and purposes retired and died of pneumonia near Augusta, Georgia on July 15, 1862. We 
know of no other Civil War sword associated with Abraham Lincoln. Two acts of Congress were required for the return of this sword to the Twiggs fam· 
ily. The presentation plaque ... is engraved 'Presented by the President of the United States agreeable by resolution of Congress to Brig. Gen. David E. 
Twiggs in testimony of the high sense entertained by Congress of his gallantry and good conduct in storming Monterey. Resolution approved March 
2, 1847.' Below this presentation are two gold plaques. One 3' x 1' in gold. raised relief depicting a battle scene showing Infantry and cavalry charging 
past Mexican cannons during the storming of Monterey. Beneath this raised panel Is a 4' x 1' engraved gold panel showing finely detailed soldiers
over 100 in all in this tiny panel-showing American flags and cannons firing. The large, 2' langet In solid gold relief shows the storming of the fortress 
at Monterey. Above the langet, and beautifully engraved, are four gold straps decorated with floral, military motifs. including cross cannons and hal· 
berds, are interspersed wi1h four mother-of-pearl panels wi1h precious stones and gold studs. Topping the pommel of this sword is a solid gold Amer
ican eagle, almost 2' long and 1' high, overlooking the battle scenes below. Also accompanying this fabulous sword is a wonderful painting of Gen. 
Twiggs done in 1855 by John W. Dodge. The painting was executed In July 1855 and Is so inscribed. The painted image Is approximately 6' x 9' on 
cardboard and is mounted In an elegant gold frame. Est. $750,000-1,000,000." It failed to attract an opening bid. "This early production 2nd Model 
Burnside carbine, serial number 593, was presented to John J. Crittenden. former Governor of Kentucky, Attorney General and Senator. The presenta· 
lion is Inscribed on an engraved oval 3" x 1-1/2' silver plaque which reads, 'Presented to the Hon. J. J. Crittenden by A. Lincoln, President of the Unit· 
ed States as a testimony of affection and regard for his long and patriotic service, for which a grateful people bear willing testimony. February 1, 1862.' 
Lincoln is known to have presented only two guns; the other being a cased pair of Cott revolvers presented to the Sultan of Turkey during his admin· 
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istration (this particular pair of pistols are possibly the most valuable American 
guns known. A $5 million offer was purportedly made for these guns prior to their 
donation to the Metropolitan Museum of Art) ... Reflecting his border-state and con
servative character, [Crittenden] stood tor any course that would restore sectional 
peace. He considered the possible dissolution of the Union as 'the greatest evil' that 

could befall the country. In the election of 1860, he supported the Constitutional Union 
party ticket. Following Lincoln's election, Crittenden Introduced in the Senate his propo
sitions, the most important of which restored by constitutional amendment the Missouri 
Compromise line. Known as the 'Crittenden Compromise' he was unable to gain pas
sage of his proposals or to get a popular referendum on them. He also failed in his 
efforts to secure adoption of the program of the Peace Convention which assembled in 
Washington in February 1861. Compromise having failed, Crittenden returned to Ken
tucky, where he actively sought to keep the state from seceding. On April 17, fust days 
after the bombardment of Fort Sumter, Crittenden again urged his state to remain in the 
Union. Kentucl(Y's divided loyalties were reflected In Crittenden's own family; two of his 
sons would lead opposing armies during the Civil War. KentuckY ultimately refused to 
join the Confederacy, and Crittenden was elected to the Congress, where he introduced 

resolutions to the effect that the war was to preserve the Union, not to interfere with slavery or to subjugate the South. As the war took a different 
course, he opposed the confiscation acts and the Emancipation Proclamation. He was preparing to run for reelection to Congress in 1863, when he 
died in Frankfort, Kentucl(Y. II is surprising that Abraham Lincoln, one of America's most revered Presi-1:,:-:":"?:~~~:=~~~;;;~~:7 
dents and a firearms technology aficionado chose to only present two firearms during his administra- .._ "-' 
lion. Obviously the set of Colts were a diplomatic gift. The presentation of this important and historic ~ .. 
carbine to J.J. Crittenden, however, is a testament to his admiration and respect for this stellar politician 
and friend ... This gun has been in the Crittenden family until recent limes and was. for many years, on 
loan to the Kentucl(Y Historical Society in Frankfort, Kentucky in a featured exhibition. This gun is direct
ly listed In a Crittenden will... [and is] accompanied by a presentation trunk ... This particular carbine was 
very popular in the early days of the War. Only about 2,000 of the Second Model carbines were made, 
and most were well used and worn. At the beginning of the war, many of these Second Model Burnsides 
were being used by the Rhode Island Cavalry, which saw action as early as the Battle of Manassas ... The 
.54 caliber Burnside carbine was designed and patented by Ambrose E. Burnside and the Second model 
was manufactured in Rhode Island by the Bristol Firearms Company ... A total of five different models 
were manufactured during its years of production ... Est. $400,000-500.000." Another victim of an over
ly aggressive estimate, it backfired and failed to sell. . "MAGNIFICENT MILITARY PORTRAIT AND ORIG
INAL LINCOLN SIGNED CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION TO COMMANDER JOHN L. WORDEN OF THE 
USS MONITOR. Portrait is oil on board and is a copy of an identical portrait hanging In the US Naval 
Academy Museum in Annapolis, Maryland by Philip Albert Gliemann (1822-1871) ... accompanied by 
Worden's Congressional Resolution, which is a framed, partially-printed document on vellum, measur
ing 15" x 18" and reads as follows: 'Thirty-Seventh Congress of the United States of America; At the Third Session, begun and held at the City of Wash
ington, on Monday, the First day of December, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two. A RESOLUTION Tendering the thanks al Congress to Com
mander John L. Worden of the United States Navy. Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America In Congress 
assembled, That in pursuance of the recommendation of the President of the United States, and to enable him to advance Commander John L. Wor
den one grade, In pursuance of the ninth section of the act of Congress of sixteenth July, eighteen hundred and sixty-two. that the thanks of Congress 
be, and they are hereby, tendered to the Commander John L. Worden, for highly distinguished conduct in conflict with the enemy, in the remarkable 
battle between(sic) the United States iron-clad steamer 'Monitor', under his command, and the rebel iron-clad frigate 'Merrimack,' in March, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-two.' The document is signed by Schuyler Colfax, Speaker of the House of Representatives and Dan Clark, President Pro Tem of the 
Senate. At the bottom is signed In Abraham Lincoln's own hand 'Approv,ed, February 3, 1863. Abraham Lincoln.' Est. $20,000-30,000." Like the Mon
itor, it exceeded expectations, selling for $40,250. Overall, Julia's achieved a world record for a firearms sale, with a total of $11.1 M. 

T his 30 x 23" Lincoln & Hamlin campaign flag attracted a great deal of interest when posted on eBay. It had a most 
unusual pattern of stars ... a "lazy" shield. It appeared that the family dog chewed it up, or a Douglas partisan ran 

his Democratic Wagon over it, as three pieces from the top right corner had been 

i tom off, as well as the last two letters of LINCOLN. The damaged parts were 

I
~• ■-1!1!1~~=~\"'ii\~i retrieved and sewn back together, rather neatly, likely during the campaign. It dis

played very well and the damage could understandably be overlooked. It sold for 

"ii.:::~c 1~~:~~= ~~~= =~~~=~=~ i;l,1 $22,615 (not a record for a Lincoln name flag, but considerably higher that most 
111 examples sell for). In contrast, this "Wide Awakes" flag sold for only $900. Why? 

,1 The flag and stick were period, but the lettering was added recently. Someone took 
~ a $200-300 flag, took some liberties in the decoration, and "took" someone to the cleaners. 
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Selling on eBay was a short missive by Horace Greeley: 'The Good Book says there 
is a time for war and a time for 
peace. I look forward and '· "'' J. , ,.,..,;(l,-.rn ... ,, "'7",,,. ,, 

believe that the time has come for .. ~•,u r- ',1 ~~ ;: ;. ; ~ ~:_:., ;; • ~ ,;; ;.~ • 
peace between our people North and tr· r-; ". ,,?, r< ('.,, • • • ,,, • _ , ✓--~ 
S th Y H G I • ,,,,, I f7'. ' • .,, ou . ours, orace ree ey. .. .-1 .L· ,.,.., .-1'< ... ,~ ~ 
(Greeley's biblical reference to, 'a , f., y. ,4,,.,,,,. ,,,. ;,,-c 
time for war and a time for peace·, 
comes from Ecclesiastes 3:8.) The 
accompanying cover addressed by Greeley is dated to 1863-4 by the use of a black two
cent Andrew Jackson U.S. postage stamp. $420 

A few items of Interest to recently sell at Heritage Galleries in Dallas. A very showy 
Bell ferrotype with gold-stamped ribbon was making a second 
auction appearance after having been previ

ously sold by Tom Slater as part of the Paul Perlin Col-
lection. A standard ferro, suspended from an eagle 
hanger, is attached to a blue ribbon featuring Liberty 
standing on the firm rock of the Constitution. In 
superb condition, the gold design was particularly 
bold with orange-red toning. ($2,030.) A Lincoln-

. Hamlin jugate ribbon on yellow silk with attached salt 
print portraits. was a prime offering. Three of these 
have shown up in the last five years or so, but the oth
ers were in poor condition. This was missing a small 
piece at the top, but the images were fairly bold. It 
may qualify as the finest example extant and was well
appreciated. We assume this item was produced for 
all candidates in the 1860 election, although none 
have surfaced. ($15,535.) An 18 x 24" black & white 
engraving promoting the election of Lincoln & John
son, highlighting the "Union Platform Adopted in the 
National Convention at Baltimore", Is the first example 
we have ever seen. Published by the obscure firm of Kurtz & Nelke of Chicago, it has 
portraits of Lincoln, Johnson, Grant, Sherman, slaves picking cotton, a slave being 
emancipated, and White settlers enjoying their Free Homestead. Victory and Justice are 
inscribed on the shields and the slogan "United We Stand Divided We Fall" appears on 

a riband. A terrific piece, although the over
all "feel" does not speak "campaign" to us 
- it is certainly not your typical election 
broadside or poster. ($19,120.) An 18 x 23" 
Grant & Wilson broadside from Lewes, 
Delaware had some fine graphics. 
($2,270.) A Currier & Ives "Working
man's Banner" for Grant & Wilson fea
tures the Republican nominees as 
hard-working blue-collar types. Grant 
is the "Galena Tanner" and Wilson the 
"Natick Cobbler." This is one of the 
rarest of the "Grand National Banner'' 
series (along with Greeley & Brown and 
Breckinridge & Lane). Grant only 
worked in the tanning business for a 
brief period and absolutely detested the 
trade. But, he wasn't above cashing in 
on the image if It meant a few extra 

votes. In the election of 1872, he tanned Greeley's hide, in a figurative sense. ($3,350.) 
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T he machina
tions of how 
this item 

recently changed 
hands would con
tradict the notion 
that "cheaters never 
prosper." A sixth
plate ambrotype 
with color tinting, 
this 1856 photo
graph is special in one facet: the gent is posed wearing a 
James Buchanan for President ribbon. This is one of the 
earliest photographs of someone adorned with an object of 
American political memorabilia. Well... the item was listed 
on eBay and sold for a strong $6,700 bid. We know the 
winning bidder (a collector of political Americana in Bloom
ington, IN), as well as the under-bidder, and even the under, 
under-bidder. So, we can attest with certainty that it was a 
legitimate auction. The winning bidder mailed the seller his 
payment and then got "cold feet.fl (A.k.a., buyer's 
remorse.) Claiming he suspected malfeasance and bid-rig
ging, he put a stop-payment on the check. The seller then 
contacted all those who had bid on the piece to let them 
know it was available once again. He ended up selling it to 
another party in a private-treaty deal for just $2,000. Here 
is where the story gets interesting. The original winner 
learned of the sale and decided the new owner. a supposed 
friend who also collects political Americana, was somehow 
the ·snake in the grass" who orchestrated the hefty origi
nal price ... and let it be known he was upset. So, to "make 
peace," the am bro was proffered by the new owner to the 
Bloomington collector for exactly what he paid, $2,000 - all 
to stay friends with this character. (You call that a friend
ship?) So ... the original owner was cheated out of $4,500; 
the legitimate new owner was guilt-tripped into surrender
ing a piece he wanted to keep, and the ambro now sits in a 
rlker-mount in a bank's safety deposit box. 
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A MINDLESS HERALD IS THE BEST HERALD OF ALL! 

Robert Chandler 

O
n March 4, 1861, Abraham Lincoln, an unknown leader and an untried administrator, became President of the United States. To 
the south, in Montgomery, Alabama, the Confederate States of America adopted its first flag, the 7-star Stars and Bars. Under 
this flag, the South Inaugurated hostilities on April 12, In Charleston Harbor. 

In 1861, John Wistar Simpson (1821-1893) and his brother, William Dunlap Simpson (1823-1890) were prominent attorneys in 
Laurens Court House, South Carolina, 75 miles northwest of the state capital at Columbia. Both brothers had graduated from South 
Carolina College in 1843, and then headed to Cambridge, Massachusetts. For 18 months, they studled law under Joseph Story 
(1779-1845), a well-respected Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court from 1811 to 1845. They returned home obvi
ously untainted by any Abolitionist sentiment. 

During the War of Northern Aggression, Wlstar stayed home and continued to father ultimately 11 children. Dunlap, a state 
legislator, became Lieutenant Colonel of the 14th South Carolina Volunteers, and a member of the Confederate Congress. After
wards, he served as Lieutenant Governor under Wade Hampton, became Governor, and then Chief Justice of the South Carolina 
Supreme Court. 

The Reverend Z. L. Holmes wrote In The Simpson Genealogy (1898) that, "John Wlstar Simpson was loved and esteemed for 
his genial disposition. His heart overflowed with kindness for everyone; he was full of fun and wit; the best loved of all the rela
tions of his generation." 

In spite of - or perhaps because of - having lived In the North, Simpson had no overflowing kindness for Damfool Yankees. 
Such halfwits were only objects of fun and playfulness. A recently discovered letter reflects the exuberance of the new nation: 

[Stars and Bars] 
Confederate States of America - Laurens C. H. So. Ca. - May 17, 1861 
Mr. Jas. Gordon Bennett - Ed. New York Herald 

Sir: 
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Since the summersault in your paper, - for as to principle you never had any-I desire to inform .,. __ -::::;: ,:;:".J':, 
you that it Is not acceptable to me or to this latitude and hope you will discontinue sending me a print- ;" •• , ";:, : . .;,,,i::.:;-_ 

~--~ ....., 

ed sheet. • ... ~4.- .. .,,. ,-
If I thought you had honesty enough to do so, I would request that you hand over the money -;::,,.._7 •• • 

which I have paid you to some real object of charity in your doomed and dishonest city, but I know you _; '::r· .;!. 
have not, so you will please send me the paper blank for it will be much more acceptable and useful in .~::,,.. . -:- ., 
this condition. 

If I had a particle of respect for you, I would so subscribe myself, but I cannot, so I am - Yours with the utmost disgust- J WISTAR SIMPSON 

Many collectors today are beginning to appreciate the appeal of original letters that reflect or comment upon political issues of 
the time. These letters are sometimes seen in combination with philatelic material (original, postally-used transmittal 
envelopes) and printed epheme.ra. The nexus of all three can be particularly appealing. Such is the case of the printed circu• 

lar, handwritten letter and transmittal envelope pictured here that were found in a recent stamp auction. In April 1864, Governor 
Oliver P. Morton of Indiana issued a call for 20,000 volunteers for 100 days service, as part of an over
all call by the governors of five states for 85,000 men. These 20,000 volunteers were to be organized 
under instructions given by Lazarus Noble, the Adjutant Gen. of Indiana. Not everyone in the Hoosier 
state heeded the call or felt the patriotic duty to enlist. One gentleman from Boonville sent a letter 
to Gov. Morton explaining his reasons for declining the call. He wrote his letter on a copy of the Gov
ernor's Notice "To the People of Indiana" and sent it in a patriotic envelope inscribed below an eagle 
"Love One Another.~ For reasons unknown, his letter was preserved, perhaps because its recipient 
found it unintentionally amusing. It contains an ink drawing of an ass With his private member 
extended. "Kiss my [ass] you God damned leather assed son of a bitch. You have already murdered 

one half of the white population to free the damned stinking 'nigger'. I .** ** 
would see you so far In hell that the blaze of your burning carcass would ~ "II 
not make a smell before I would give one cent to carry on your god J,--'-l'/111 
damned crusade. I would see you skinned and your god damned hide ~ * 
filled with shit before I would be one of the 20,000. (signed] A. Miscegin." ~ -,~ ...,_ : 
We figure Governor Morton said "l guess that counts as a no!" ~* _.,}:_,4 * * * * * . ~ 
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In Hostile Territory. 

In our Summer 2007 Issue, we wrote about the creation of 
a "Democratic Union· or fusion electoral ticket in New 
York. In fact, we now understand that this ticket carried 
New York City by 32,000 votes in the 1860 presidential 

election. Statewide, though, Lincoln won by a majority of 
40,000. On a related topic, we had an opportunity to read the 
report of the Wide Awake parade held in New York City on 
October 3, 1860, as printed in the October 13th issue of The 
New-York Illustrated News. Newspaper reports of this type are 
a mine of Information. One can learn about the banners, 
floats and transparencies that were created for the event, as ._ ____ lllllllli _____ _. __ 

well as collateral tidbits. In the article referred to, we learn that ages and both sexes looked down as In a dream on the crimson 
Chinese or Japanese accordion-type paper lanterns were used in billows beneath them. Shrill and quick were the words of com-
I860, that the some of the "Pioneer" members of the Wide mand, quickly and silently obeyed. Endless appeared the ever 
Awakes marched with actual axes {which kept rowdy opponents unfolding links of the glowing chain, and varied beyond the pow-
at bay!) and that 1860 saw the introduction of immigrant or eth- ers of the pen to describe were the movements and fiery combi-
nic divisions in the Wide Awake organization. The parade on nations of men in the ranks of the disciplined Wide Awakes. They 
October 3rd was extensive and traveled past Union Square, kept admirable time to the band music at the head of each 
Washington Square and printer's row, through the Bowery and detachment, -such airs as 'Hail Columbia', 'Yankee Doodle', and 
moder~ay Chinatown. It also passed along 14th Street, the popular melodies from 'Norma' appearing those most in vogue ... 
·pre-Broadwayft theater district or New York. " ... Among the visit- On arriving at the City Hall Park, the procession wheeled round 
ing companies were representatives from Brooklyn, Jersey City, its southern extremity and passed in magnificent review before 
Newark, Richmond county, f.lizabeth, Hartford, New Haven, the offices of the Times and Tribune, the windows of the latter 
Boston, Providence, Portland, and other cities and villages. newspaper being illumlnated by Chinese paper lanterns of a red, 
Among the devices which attracted most attention was a huge white and blue admixture .. All the evolutions and ceremonials 
transparency drawn by six horses, inscribed 'The White House. previously described were repeated with additions and embell-
Lincoln and Hamlin at home March 4th 1861.' Behind this was a ishments, just in front of the Times office, each company giving 
baggage wagon, with numerous boxes directed to 'A. Lincoln, lusty cheers as It passed beneath the Tribune's windows ... The 
Washington.' There was also In the line a pioneer's cabin, sur- Second Division was led by the 'Garibaldi Llberators of Italy', 
rounded with trees, bearing the Inscription, 'Uncle Sam is rich organized as an artillery corps, and , like the other artillerists, 
enough to give us all a farm.' The Italian Garibaldi and French were dressed in red shirts, dragging their beautiful brass piece 
Lafayette Wide Awake Clubs were loudly applauded ... At the New behind them ... A delegation from Elizabeth and the Zouaves pre-
York Hotel hissers were stationed at all the windows, but their ceded the Newark Wide Awakes, who numbered 400 strong. The 
voices were drowned in the applause from the other side of the latter were led by the Twenty-second Ward Llncoln and Hamlin 
street... Down Fifth avenue sways and surges this tide of earnest Club, numbering over 300, and next to them a handsome delega-
enthusiasm, the red canopy of smoke overhead traveling above tlon from Paterson, N.J., called the Rail-Splitter's Battalion, num-
it... There some exuberant company again breaks into a circling berlng about 400... Brooklyn proper, 
war-dance, eighty or one hundred torches whirling round, two South Brooklyn, and East Division 
abreast, In a circle as accurate as could be drawn with a pair of came over with some 1500 Wide 
compasses. Further on, we find the hollow-square movement Awakes. These brought up the 
again repeated round an immense wagon, bearing on Its surface rear of the column, and as they 
a wood-and-linen model of the White House, with cupola and reached the Astor House, 
windows - the interior being brilliantly lit up ... Here and there pausing for a time in Printing-
some transparency has traced on it the names of Morgan and house Square, where they 
Campbell, in luminous conjunction with those of Lincoln and went through the Wide 
Hamlin ... Never has order been better preserved than upon this Awake manual, and after-
occasion, and the community is Indebted mainJy to the exertions wards took their several 
and excellent foresight of General Police Superintendent John A. ways across the ferries lo 
Kennedy for the wisdom with which so vast a demonstration by Brooklyn ... " According to the 
the political minority was secured from interruption in Its march report, 12,200 marchers par-
through the streets of Democratic New York. Doubtless, too, the ticlpated in this event in the 
gleaming hatchets of the pioneers may have somewhat con- Democratic stronghold of New 
tributed to this result; but justice to the 'Unterrified' makes us York. It may not have produced 
confess that no serious inclination to mar or disturb the cere- too many votes for the Republican 
mony was anywhere evinced ... From many thousand windows ticket, but It certainly enhanced morale 
and from all the balconies of all the chief hotels, spectators of all and had to be a lot of fun!! 
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JESSE, JAMES AND LINCOLN 
Martin F Pearl founder of the cities of Westport and Kansas City. 

I William H. Woodson shared his father's political persuasion 
magine, if you will, that Jesse James once met Abraham Lin- and briefly served as an aide on the staff of Col. Edmund B. Hol-
coln: what would the infamous outlaw and the illustrious loway in the Missouri State Guard, a force raised under a June 

President have had to say to each other? Would they have talked 1861 call for militiamen to defend the state. The Guard acted, if 
about state's rights, slavery, the Kansas border wars, QuantriU's not neutrally, in the Confederate interest. and Holloway himself 
guerillas? Or, perhaps, to steer clear of politics and stay on neu- was accidentally killed by his own men while reconnoitering a 
tral ground, would they simply have made small talk about their Federal force. Despite this early and marginal role in the Civil 
Missouri cousins who were once law partners? War, Woodson was often afterwards called "Colonel", apparently 

If this Last possibility sounds far-fetched - like something lift- in honor of his brief military association with Holloway. A more 
ed from the pages of "alternative history" - consider the enve- active rebel connection came through Woodson's wife Cora, 
lope shown here. It proves that, even if politics does make whose father, John Winston of Platte County, is said to have been 
strange bedfellows, nothing can trump actual history in that a Confederate colonel. Woodson is recorded in local history as a 
regard. Mailed from Liberty, Missouri in 1868, the envelope bears "well known criminal lawyer" and "active politician", who ran for 
a return-address label of "Woodson & Lincoln's Law and Real the Missouri state senate in 1872 and for years afterward - along 
Estate Office", a firm whose principals- William H. Woodson and with his erstwhile partner James E. Lincoln - enjoyed something 
James Edwin Lincoln - were business partners of a lock on the offices of county prosecutor 
from 1867 until 1873 and kinsmen, respective- and probate judge: between 1872 and 1890 the 
ly, of Jesse Woodson James (to use his full two men served nearly continuous alternating 
name) and President Lincoln. The partners terms in those offices. 
were also neighbors of Jesse James, who grew While the cousinship between Jesse James 
up in rural Clay County, about a dozen miles and Col. William Woodson was a distant one, 
from Liberty, which was the county seat. that between James Edwin Lincoln and the 

The Woodsons, one of the "First Families President was actually quite close. Their 
of Virginia", were established in America in respective fathers, George and Thomas, were 
1619 when John Woodson, an Oxford-educated first cousins, making James and the President 
physician, came to serve as "surgeon" of the second cousins. George's father - also named 
Jamestown settlement. He was killed by lndi- Thomas - was a younger brother of the Ken-
ans in 1644, but not before leaving tucky pioneer and Indian murder vie-
numerous progeny. His direct descen- tim Capt. Abraham Lincoln, and pre-
dants include such diverse personali- C'J; sumably immediate namesake of the 
ties as First Lady Dolley Madison, lndi- latter's son Thomas (1778-1851), the 
ana Civil War Governor Oliver H. P. ru ' President's father. George Lincoln 

..... "' .. .,..,,v J. 

Morton, Confederate guerilla John ~ ~ (1792-1848) was born near Lexington, 
Singleton Mosby, Vice President '/f7 f, .,., c,,. , ? -, Kentucky, fought in the War of 1812 
William R. King, and the notorious _ • vz~-;-- .,; -t' and was twice taken prisoner, and 
Frank and Jesse James. Partly due to ~ "' moved to Clay County, Missouri in 
destruction of records during the Civil h ii .<:; .{~~ /J l 1822. He settled near Liberty, "which 
War the Woodson genealogy is occa- ,.-.:4( vu.o.1. ~ 0 

• ~ CV ""-·~ town he was instrumental in organiz-

sionally obscure, but Jesse W. James -----------~-------.,- ing", and operated one of the first 
and William H. Woodson appear to gristmills in the county, working also 
have been fifth cousins once removed, Shown here is a battered, time-worn envelope bearing the rare as a blacksmith and farmer. "[l)ndustri-
both of them descended from Dr. return-address label of Woodson & Lincoln, law partners who ous, prudent and generally successful". 
Woodson's son Robert. practiced in Clay County, Missouri, the home of Jesse James. The he and his wife Juliann were recalled as 

Liberty's William H. Woodson was original label. on dark orange coated stock, has been enhanced "people of great force of character, lib
the grandson of Samuel Hughes Wood- here for clarity. The poorly struck postmark is that of Liberty, Mo.; eral in their views, charitable and 
son - a Virginia native and Kentucky the month slug ("FEB") was inserted upside-down. A contempo- intensely religious." George died at 
legislator who served one term in Con- rary pencil docket shows that this envelope was mailed in 1868. Council Bluffs, Iowa while returning 
gress (1821-23) as successor to the -------------------- from a trip to the Rocky Mountains, 
seat of Henry Clay- and the son of Samuel, Jr., a Missouri lawyer, undertaken in an attempt to recoup failing health. 
also a Congressman, who was elected on the "Know-Nothing" George and Juliann's youngest surviving son, James Edwin 
ticket to two terms (1857-61) during which he proved himself an Lincoln, was born near Liberty on 27 September 1840 and edu-
ardent secessionist. Following the war and reconstruction, cated at local schools, including William Jewell College, from 
Samuel, Jr. sat as a state court judge until his death at lndepen- which he graduated in 1860 (the college had been established 
dence in 1881. His wife Jane was a daughter of John McCoy, only a decade before; one of its founders and original trustees 

continued next page 
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was a Clay County hemp farmer, slave their new constitution in 1875. 
owner and Baptist minister, the Rev. The most Intriguing link 
Robert S. James, much better known between William 11. Woodson, 
as the father of Frank and Jesse). Lin- James E. Lincoln and Jesse James 
coin studied law In Louisville, Ken- was forged on 7 December 1865, 
tucky in the first years of the war, when Lincoln married twenty-year-
"engaged In trade" In Montana, and old Margaret Pixley Bird of Liberty. 
finally resettled in Liberty in 1864. Scarcely nine weeks later, her 
Aside from practicing law, he was at father, Greenup Bird, entered into 
times city attorney, county prosecu- history when he became the princi-
tor and probate judge, representative pal victim of the very first bank rob-
In the Missouri General Assembly bery in which Jesse James ever par-
(where he chaired a committee ticipated: a crime which is also 
tasked with amending and conform- claimed to have been the first 
ing laws to the new state constitution The Clay County Savings Association bank of Liberty, Missouri, armed, peacetime, daylight bank 
or 1875), a "curator or the University site of the first bank robbery commited by Jesse James. robbery in the United States. lroni-
of Missouri", owner and editor of the --------------------- cally Bird had once been Clay Coun-
liberty Tribune newspaper (1888-90), and director of the First ty clerk and, in the course of his routine duties, had assisted in 
National Bank of Liberty. Sometime around 1890 Lincoln estab- administering the estate of Jesse's father, Robert James. Once 
lished his own private banking firm in Colorado but ill-heath the Civil War had torn Clay County into mixed camps - seces-
prompted a return to Liberty and the Law. In September 1895 he sionist versus unionist, antislavery versus proslavery, radical 
became editor of the Liberty Herald and was working as such versus conservative - Bird seems to have stood alongside the 
when he died in the city on 18 March 1896. Originally a Democ- ruling radicals, although he may not have been one of them. In 
rat, Lincoln espoused the Populist cause during the last two December 1863 he joined other prominent, conservative citizens 
years of his life, and he is noted as having been "an ardent tern- in petitioning the U.S. Army for loyal men to supplant the largely 
perance advocate" who "never faltered in his allegiance to the pro-rebel, and often ex-Confederate "Paw Paws", the state milill-
men ... fighting the saloons in Clay County." He belonged to the amen who supposedly were keeping peace in the region. 
Christian (Disciples) Church, the Liberty Masonic lodge (of which At the time James E. Lincoln became his son-in-law, Greenup 
Col. Woodson was also a member), and the Knights Templar. Bird was cashier of the Clay County Savings Association, a pri-

From all available evidence, James Lincoln and his immedi- vate bank located in Liberty. His position was one of great pres-
ate family shared none of the political views of their famous Lige, trust and responsibility, for in those days a cashier typical-
cousin. One brother, John Karsner Lincoln, a prosperous Clinton ly safeguarded the bank vault and its valuables, handled the 
County farmer and "Democrat of the old school", is said to have cash, oversaw daily transactions, and made most decisions 
been "a strong admirer of Jefferson Davis ... grievously disap- about discounts, deposits, loans and the like. Such hushed bank 
pointed by the failure or the Southern Confederacy", while anoth- routine was abruptly shattered for Bird during the early alter-
er brother, George Thomas Lincoln, joined the Confederate army noon of 13 February 1866. As he sat at his desk writing a letter, 
after brief attendance at William Jewell College, served for the with his son William working nearby, two strangers in blue mili-
duration of the war, and attained the rank or Captain. Yet tary overcoats entered the bank, one seeking change for a ten-
another brother, Charles, was a First Lieutenant under dollar bill. When William rose to oblige, he was covered 
General Sterling Price, famed for his struggles to con- by a revolver, whereupon the other stranger drew his 
quer Missouri for the Rebels. The wartime sympa- gun and covered Greenup. According to the latter's 
thies of both James Lincoln and Col. Woodson came account the robbers "told us if we made any noise 
back to haunt them when Missouri's punitive, they would shoot us down" and "demanded all the 
Republican radicals promulgated a reconstruc- money in the bankn. The dazed WIiiiam, hit on the 
tion constitution in 1865. It required a test oath - back by his assailant's revolver, was pushed into 
the infamous "ironclad oath" - and disentran- the vault and handed a cotton sack which he 
chised rebel sympathizers, limiting their civil stuffed with coin while the other robber demand-
rights and barring them from certain offices and ed that Greenup surrender the currency. The 
professions, including those of teacher, lawyer cashier pointed to a tin box which the robber 
and doctor. Col. Woodson's son claimed that the emptied, telling his cohort to put it in the sack and 
·greater part of...the better class" of Clay County "be in a hurry." Once the elder Bird was also 
were thus disenfranchised, and specifically noted shoved into the vault, the robbers closed its door 
that his father and Lincoln were among the number and left. Greenup discovered, however, that the door 
because, as leading Democrats, they failed to meet the was unlocked. Hearing gunfire outside, he went to a wln-
·standard of loyalty" imposed by local registra- dow in time to see the robbers. on horseback, rid-
lion officers, who largely came from "the lowest Jesse Woodson James. Ing east and shooting wildly: an old guerilla tactic 
class of our people." The professional restrictions intended to terrorize onlookers and weaken resis-
were finally voided by a U.S. Supreme Court decision of 1868, but tance. Greenup opened the window to yell out news of the rob-
other provisions remained in force until Missourians approved bery - at precisely which moment one ol the robbers shot and 
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killed a youngster, a nineteen-year-old William Jewell College stu
dent, who was standing opposite the bank. The robbers, number
ing about a dozen, continued firing until they were clear of town. 
Two posses tracked them to the Missouri River, the expanse of 
which baffled further pursuit. 

The bank losses, tallied by Greenup Bird, amounted to more 
than $57,000, forty thousand of it in U.S. "7-30" bonds and the bal
ance divided among gold and silver coin, greenbacks, national and 
private bank notes, and state military bonds. The president of the 
Clay County Savings Association blamed the robbery on a "band of 
bushwhackers" and offered $5,500 for their apprehension, but no 
one was ever caught or tried either for the robbery or the murder. 
Witnesses did, however, identify at least nine of the perpetrators, 
every one of them a veteran of "Bloody Bill" Anderson's Infamous 
guerilla band. One witness specifically identified Jesse James as 
having been among the robbers, but retracted his statement under 
threat. Hlstorians now generally concur that one if not both of the 
James boys took part in the Liberty robbery, and some believe that 
it was Jesse who killed the Jewell college student. It has even been 
claimed that his motive for participating in the crime was to save 
someone's land by retrieving a deed held in the bank. But regard
less of what Jesse did or did not do that afternoon in Liberty, it can
not be said - as they did of his contemporary and neighbor James 
E. Lincoln - that he was "a good man and a good citizen ... without 
bitterness towards enemies or harshness towards rivals, never 
claiming as much as he merited, concecllng to others all they could 
justly claim ... [and] in manners and spirit a gentleman of whom his 
kindred and friends may well be proud." '&" 

Primary Sources: 

Lincoln, Waldo. History of the Lincoln Family (Worcester, Mass.: Com
monwealth Press, 1923.) 

Stiles, T.J. Jesse James, Last Rebel of the Civil War (New York, N.Y.: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 2002.) 

Woodson. W.H. History of Clay County, Missouri (Topeka, Kan.: Histor
ical Publishing Co., 1920) 
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Cherokee Medicine -A 8il16r PIii tor LIi' Mac! We believe this to be the first 
"bartender's friend" politicial item ever issued - featuring both nominees from 
1864. It also promotes a patent medicine, Cherokee Pills, which was beneficial 
medicine "For the Unfortunate" and likewise useful as a "Female Regulator.'' Dr. 

Merwin of New York City was the "pill pusher" who printed this trade card. 
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T he mid-19th century was an age that saw the birth of numerous new ideas and philo
sophical movements. Some, Like Darwinism, were scientific in nature. Others, like 
determirusm, Mormonism and spiritualism, were religious. Still others, like feminism 
and Communism, were political. Phrenology, however, defies classification or logic, 

for that matter. The fundamental belief of this movement held that personal character traits 
could be determined by the contours of ones head. Similar to an acupuncture chart, human 
busts were modeled out of porcelain which delineated the portions of the skull that deter
mined emotions and temperament. The publisher of this extremely rare October 1864 cam
paign biography, the American Phrenological Journal and Life lllustrated, S. R. Wells, claimed 
that his magazine covered "everything new and useful in regard to the science of man ... in the 
departments of anthropology, ethnology, physiology, phrenology, physiognomy (and] psy
chology." The "science", as it were, proved popular, especially in America, between 1845 and 
1870. Lacking any scientific basis whatsoever, it eventually collapsed of its own weight. (Inter
estingly, as late as 1924 and Clarence Darrow's defense of child-killers Loeb and Leopold in 
what was called the "crime of the century," phrenology was introduced into evidence ... in this case proving strong sexual and violent 
predilections of the defendants.) Astrology was also popular in this period, and Journals were published attempting to predict the for
tunes of prominent politicians and would-be presidents based on their astrological signs. In this issue, published during the middle of 
Lincoln's bid for reelection, Wells featured the President on the cover. The following month, just in time for the election, George McClel
lan was to be featured and likewise analyzed for the benefit of prospective voters. The publisher stated bis aims briefly on the first 
page: " ... We disclaim any mere party bias, but profess loyalty to the Government, and to look on from a higher standpoint. We may 
therefore take an impartial view of the different would-be 'public servants', and describe them accordingly. When the time comes for 
the people to choose their officers of trust on phrenological principles, we shall feel a deeper interest. Then we may hope to have, not 
a set of noisy. drunken rowdies to fill important posts - but capable and honest men. Then we shall have in each department 'The Right 
Man in the Right Place.''" (fo which we say, "Dream on, bonehead! Nothing's changed!") The author gives an in-depth analy!.i!. of Lin
coln based on his features (apparently, the President did not allow anyone into the Oval Office to measure the bumps on his noggin). 
" ... Nor is this the repulsive face his prejudiced opponents or enemies would make it out to be. On the contrary, it will pass, in all com
ing times, for the face of a well-meaning man. Let us look again at this not unattractive face which has been so much caricatured and 
so often held up in the South as that of a monster to frighten foolish people ... Mr. Lincoln has been called a gorilla, a Nero, etc., when 
the truth is, he is far more like a lamb or a Howard, both in feeling and character. He is called 'slow.' He is certainly not fast, but pro
ceeds cautiously, leaving it for circumstances or for Providence to indicate the when and the way to act..." Most of the conclusions 
are, in hindsight, inaccurate and laughable. Still, behind it all lies a serious task - trying to determine who the best man is to fill the 
presidential post. The electorate is still trying to do this today. Voters a hundred years hence may find our efforts equally patriotic! 

In the next issue of 11ie Rail SpUtter, the story of Osborn Hamilton Ingham Oldroyd (1842-1930), 
one of the GREAT, early Lincoln collector& And, uing mce-baitlng In the campalgu 

of 1860 and 1864-the origins of the term "miscegenation." 
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