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DECADES OF DEALING 
An Interview with Ralph Newman 

W 
e are pleased to present an inter
view with the legendary book, 
manuscript, and lincolniana deal
er, Ralph Geoffrey Newman. Mr. 

Ralph Newman: Well, 1 obtained 
my first Lincoln piece when I was around 
nine years old. I went to visit my grandfa
ther and in his library I found a Lincoln 

Newman's 64 year 
"voca1ion" has been 
instrumental to forming 
just about every major col
lection in the twentieth
century. The publidty he 
garnered with his passion 
has helped immensely to 
popularize Lincoln and 
the discipline of Lincoln 
collecting. We recently 
heard a great deal made 
of his supposed "retire
menr - a concept we can
not envision for the 
Chicagoan. We are certain 
that he will continue to 

Ralph Geoffrey Newman, 1969. 

book with my mother's 
signature in it from when 
she was a very young 
girl. It was the StorY. Life 
of Lincoln by Wayne 
Whipple. 1 was so fasci
nated by this - when 
you're nine, it's hard to 
believe your mother was 
ever very young. I read 
and re-read the book 
until I virtually commit
ted it to memory. In fact, 
with some effort, I had to 
erase from my memory 
some of the misinforma
tion the book contained, 

exert influence and expertise, and be a 
spokesman for the field we hold so dear. 

Rail Splitter: What was your very 
first Lincoln piece? What got you started 
down the road? 

but it did create a love for Lincoln. This 
was the first Lincoln book I had. I still 
have it. 

RS: When did you first start dealing 
in Lincolniana? 

RN: I started my book shop in I 9:33 in 

LINCOLN NOT LINCOLN? 

A Forgery Quiz 

T 
his past April, the Professional 
Autograph Dealers Association 
(PADA) hosted their first public 
bourse. Visitors to the New York 
City show were treated to an exhib

it organized by PADA members Daniel 
Weinberg of the Abraham Unco.ln Book 
Shop, autograph dealer James Lowe, and 
John Reznikoff of University Archives. 
The exhibit combined authentic exam
ples of Lincoln autographs together with 
known forgeries. Viewers were cha!-

lenged to discern the genuine from the 
lake. We are pleased to reproduce the 
test herein for our readers. In fairness to 
those who take the quiz, we realize you 
are at a true disadvantage in not being 
able to see the color and density of the 
ink, the texture of the paper, etc. Most 
fakes can best be discerned by bands-on 
examination. In spite of this. give it your 
best shot. (Answers appear elsewhere in 
this issue.) 

continued page 3 

February, which I always say, for conve
nience sake. was on Lincoln's birthday ... 
but it was close to it. I had a general book 
shop which l relocated to the old Daily 
News Building on Madison Street and 
Wells in Chjcago. A lot of the old Daily 
News employees would come over 
because they would eat at Schlogel's 
Literary Restaurant which was around 
the corner. and among the people who 
started coming In the book shop because 
it was a familiar building to them were 
Carl Sandburg, Lloyd Lewis, Henry Justin 
Smith, Edwin Markham, Jr., Mert 
Brovides, a lot of the literary greats. 

RS: That first shop carried a general
line of books ... when did you narrow your 
focus? 

RN: After a little while, I realized that 
in the antiquarian book business, people 
stay up nights dreaming of titles that they 
can ask you for that you haven't got. 
And ... then ii you go out and get the 
books, some occult law takes hold and no 
one ever asks for it agrun! l decided that 
this had become a world of specialists, 
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From the Publisher 

L 
ast week I found myself scurrying across Manhattan late for 
an appointment. I stopped at a crosswalk to wait for the 
light to change - not typical behavior for most New Yorkers 
- and observed a wonderful scene. A family of tourists tak
ing time to read a plaque on the side of a building, one that 

I passed almost twice a week and never thought to study. The 
monument recalled the life of a nineteenth-century philanthropist 
who dwelled at that residence. Mind you, I had no idea of the 
man's legacy, but I overheard the father say "we'll look him up 
when we get home." Wow ... was I in awe. Not only was he trying 
to share his love of history with his children, he was trying to 
impress upon them the discipline of research... the follow
through to unanswered questions. Granted "looking it up" is so 
much easier with online resources and such, but what a wonder
ful value to impart: if the question Is worth asking, finding the 
answer is worth pursuing. 

Later, it occurred to me that here was a marker placed to 
honor a man who lived and worked while Lincoln served as 
President And I knew nothing of him, save his moniker. At a time 
when knowledge of the deeds of great men and women is on the 
wane, I had a responsibility to "look him up." II bis life was worth 
commemorating in a plaque, certainly his memory was worth 
honoring in knowledge of his activities. (Walk through the streets 
of your home town ... how many street signs honoring historical 
figures - both local and national heroes - do you recognize?) 
While we recall the singularity of Abraham Lincoln, we certainly 
can appreciate his greatness was not unique. That may sound like 
a contradiction but, in many respects, Lincoln's work was facili
tated by activities of those who came before, enabled by certain 
contemporaries, and built upon by those who came later. And. 
most certainly. our pursuit of Lincoln enables us - makes us par
ticularly qualified - to help recall the greatness of others lost 
through neglect and the passage of time. 

This special, double-issue marks the beginning of our third 
year - another milestone in publishing. Given the len~rth of our 
interview with Ralph Newman, an interview we didn't want to 
split in hall, we opted to combine two Rail Splitters into a single 
volume. We hope this meets with your approval. The second 
installment of our article on conservation and preservation will 
nm In the next issue. 

On a special note ... congratulations to Rail Sp/iuer Editor 
Curtis Lindner and his wife Leona. They welcomed a new addition 
to the "Lindner Collection." Described as being "very fine to near
mint with a lovely patina and all the original coloring," eight
pound Harrison William will undoubtedly grow up to help "scout 

the markets" with his 
lather. Rest assured ... 
he comes with perfect 
provenance! Little 
Harry is pictured here 
with Madeline, the first 
piece in the family hold
ings! 
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PUBLIC WORKS 

R 
ail Split/er George Buss 
of Freeport, lllinois 
"heeded our call" and 
sent photographs of 
three Lincoln "monu

ments" from his home town. 
The first, not to be confused 
with the Prudential Lile 
Insurance corporate head
quarters, is a boulder com
memorating the spot where 
Lincoln and Douglas debated 
in Freeport on August 27, 1858. 
It was erected by the Freeport 

Woman's Club in 1902 and dedicated by none other than 
President Theodore Roosevelt, himself an ardent Lincoln admirer. 

"Lincoln and Douglas in Debate" by Lily Tolpo was dedicated 
in 1992. Remarks made at 
that ceremony stress the 

symbolism inherent in this 
work; namely, that in a democ
racy, freedom of speech encom
passes listening to the other 
side present their point of view. 
Lincoln, whose platform even-

tually "won the day." listens 
patiently to his opponent. 

F inally, we see "Lincoln The 
Debater·· by French sculp
tor Leonard Crunelle. 

which was dedicated in Taylor 
Park in 1929. 

Can one visit Freeport without 
being reminded of its illustri
ous past? Highly debatable! 
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PADA Is a newly organized trade 
association of autograph dealers 
who are pledged to strictly 
adhere to a stringent code of 
ethics. In addition to maintaining 
high standards for all business 
dealings, they are committed to 
helping to promote autograph 
collecting with a full range of ser
vices. Those interested in learn
ing more can write for 
Information: 

PADA. 
P.O. Box 1729, 
Murray Hill Station, NY 10156. 
Tel. 888/338-4338. 
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DECADES OF 
DEALING 
An Interview with 
Ralph Newman 

continued from cover -

the doctor who will only examine your 
tonsils, or your right ear, or your appen
dix. or your toe, a lawyer who will only 
handle wills, accidents, or defend murder 
cases. I said the thing to do is become a 

Everybody's Business." They talked 
almost every major magazine to do a 
piece about me. And they convinced The 
Associated Press and The United Press 
that on Lincoln's birthday, they ought to 
feature me, and they did, and this result
ed in a big boom in business. Also, when 
they went around to speak, particularly 
Sandburg, people would say, ''Mr. 
Sandburg, where do you get your materi
al?" and he would tell a white lie and say, 
~, get it all from a book shop in Chicago." 
And that did it, we were off and running. 

And from then on, 
the shop pros
pered. 
RS: At !bat point, 
"walk-in" business 
flourished? 

The Newmans visit with Mr. Sandburg, 1948. 

RN: I learned one 
of the great 
secrets or the 
book shop is that 
if people enjoy 
dealing with you, 
they'd come in. 
They'd enjoy the 
fact that the per
son they were 
dealing with knew 
something about 

specialist in the book field ... and I'll spe
cialize in the things I love the most and 
for which I think there is the best market 
in Chicago. I decided to specialize in 
Abraham Lincoln and his times, the Civil 
War, Chicago and Illinois history, and 
middle Americana. I asked some of my 
customers like Lewis and Sandburg what 
they thought of the idea, and they 
thought it was great. What they were real
ly saying was that it would be very con
venient for them because these were the 
books they wanted. Anyhow, in the 
course or about a year, I begged, bor
rowed, sold, traded, and converted my 
stock into almost completely Lincoln and 
Civil War. It had little effect on the overall 
business, not great, but it did improve a 
little bit. But then, these customers and 
friends of mine - I think were a little con
science stricken - created what was real
ly the greatest free advertising agency 
this country ever knew, They decided 
that they would promote me and my 
shop. Sandburg talked the Post Into writ
ing an article called "The Bookshop 
Everybody Runs."' meaning my cus
tomers. Lloyd Lewis persuaded Colliers 
to run "Where Lincoln Gets His Mail." 
Someone else persuaded 771e Reader's 
Digest to do "Abraham Lincoln -

his subject. I had a little back room where 
I would provide refreshments of various 
kinds. When I bought a collection, I would 
often invite some of my customers to 
have dinner with me, to come back and 
help me unpack the collection. It was 
kind or diabolical, because as we 
unpacked, each would make a stack 
behind him of books be wanted to buy. 
They were actually paying me for the 
privilege or doing the work. And out of 
that, they started each having dinners. 
They would invite a dozen or more peo
ple to their homes and we'd have a nice 
evening talking Lincoln and Civil War. 
Otto Eisenschibbel did it, Newton Farr 
did it, Alfred Stern did it, and that result-

THE COPIES WE SEE 

around were writ
ten by a forger in the 
Columbus Penitentiary 

ed in our forming the "Civil War 
Roundtable" which started meeting ten 
times a year. We'd meet every month, 
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except for July and August, and we're 
now in our fifty-slxth year with branches 
all over the world. My big mistake is that 
I should have franchised it! I was in 
Australia a few years ago for the govern
ment. I was on a national television show 
just preceding the opening of the cam
paign for prime minister, and after I fin
ished, the switchboard to the station 
began lighting up. There were calls from 
four different Australian cities -Adelaide, 
Melbourne, Sidney, Canberra- all inviting 
me to come speak to their roundtables. It 
never occurred to me there were 
American Civil War roundtables in 
Australia! Anyhow, it inspired a speech 
I've now made many times. If you're inter
ested in Lincoln and the Civil War, you're 
never lonesome because you can go to 
any town and go to a library or a newspa
per or a book store, and they wlll direct 
you to some Lincoln or Civil War enthusi
ast who will probably drop everything 
and come and spend his time with you 
and make you very happy. In this respect, 
the collecting of Lincoln and the Civil War 
ls unique - with the possible exception of 
the collectors of Sherlock Holmes. and 
that's a special thing because they've 
made a mythical character real. But the 
Lincoln people really know and love each 
other. 

RS: The evolution of your book busi
ness took you into autographs, manu
scripts, and material culture ... 

RN: As I started dealing in things, I 
was buying and selling books, and people 
offered me collections. In some cases 
they had autograph material, too. 

RS: Do you recall your first Lincoln 
autograph? 

RN: The first Lincoln autograph I had 
was sold to me by Forest Sweet who was 
somewhat older than me. He bought an 
autograph In which Lincoln, as a con
gressman, had written about Henry and 
Joseph Newman. It so happened that 
Henry Newman, which is also my father's 
name, was my grandfather's brother's 
name, who lived in Springfield, so it actu
ally had some relation to me. 

RS: Was he the same Newman? 
RN: Yeah. And I bought the thing 

from Forest Sweet, believe it or not, for 
$35. I still have it. And, of course, the 
autograph business began snowballing. 
We had all sorts of big collections. It 
reached its peak at that time with the 
Barrett sale. I was the buyer of eighty-per
cent of what sold at that sale. 

RS: On behalf or a single client? 
continued on next page 
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RN: No. What I did was I realized that 
everybody would be competing for it, so 
I called a meeting in Chicago of a repre
sentative of the Chicago Historical 
Society, Illinois State Historical Society, 
University of Illinois, Brown University, 
the Library of Congress, and several pri
vate collectors. They met in my office. I 
said "There's no use beating our brains 
against each other. Why don't we draw 
lots and each of you decide what you 
want most, and I'll get that for you, and 
each of you will get something." And they 
all decided to do that - which I did for 
everybody, including myself. 

RS: The auction market has certainly 
changed since the Barrett auction. Do 
you think an auction house today would 
have charged you with collusion for 
bringing together all the potential bid
ders? 

RN: They can't prosecute you for col
lusion in deciding what you are going to 
bid on and how you are going to bid for 
your customers. I've looked 

price ever paid for a Lincoln letter ... 
$100,000. 

RS: But it still remains the best 
Lincoln letter you've handled! 

RN: Oh, I recently offered him $1 mil-
lion for it. 

RS: He still holds it? 
RN: He doesn't need the money. 
RS: You mentioned the Bixby letter. 

One of the great Lincoln community 
debates is whether or not it really exist
ed? 

RN: 01 course it did ... 
RS: And did Lincoln write it? 
RN: The Lincoln letter was delivered 

in person by the adjutant-general of 
Massachusetts who called on Mrs. Bixby 
on Thanksgiving Day of 1862 with a bas
ket of food and the letter. And the text of 
the Jetter was printed in the newspapers. 
So there's no question the letter existed, 
but the facts surrounding the letter were 
wrong and that wasn't Lincoln's fault. She 
hadn't lost five sons in battle, she lost 

he's had rather a checkered career and 
also a very bad reputation for paying his 
b!lls. But I've never had any problems 
with him. The only times he ever owed 
me any money, I went to one of his auc
tions and just bought enough to cover 
what he owed me. He is really not a great 
historian, he's playing it by ear. 

RS: But is he the best at identifying 
forgeries'? 

RN: No. He's good ... 
RS: Who do you think is? 
RN: Oh, there are several people. It is 

not too difficult ii you've studied enough 
and handled enough Lincoln letters to ... 

RS: Would you recognize a Cosey? 
RN: Pretty much. It isn't just the 

handwriting. I can sit down right here and 
write "A. Lincoln" very persuasively. In 
fact, there have been forgeries of mine 
sold at auction as forgeries. People 
bought them because they were so good. 
But if you take all the factors and some
one brings you a letter, your first ques-

tion is provenance. How did 
into the legality of that. 

RS: Of the manuscripts 
and autographs you 
acquired, were there pieces 
that were hard for you to 
part with? 

RN: Well, to me, the 
toughest thing to ever sell 
was Lincoln's letter to Fanny 
McCullogh. I always loved 
the letter. It was the greatest 
condolence letter ever writ-

THERE ARE A LOT OF THINGS WRITTEN 

that if Lincoln lived, he would have 
suffered like Andrew Johnson. Stupid! 
Lincoln was a consummate polirician. He 
knew the trade. 

it get from 1862, say, to the 
present day? There has to 
be some kind of a chain of 
title. That's by far your most 
important consideration. 
You can verify that usually 
from Lincoln Day_Jh'. Day_ -
was Lincoln where the letter 
says he is and was he trans-
acting any business with the 
individual who's mentioned 
in the letter? Is the paper 

ten - it's better than the Bixby letter. And, 
in fact, I sent copies of the letter to peo
ple to whom I was writing a letter of con
dolence. One day I had a letter from Mt. 
Vernon, New York. It was an old lady who 
turned out to be Fanny McCullough's 
niece. She had never married and said 
that "I have a letter that I'd like to sell." 
Well, within hours I was on a plane going 
to New York and Mt. Vernon. I bought the 
letter and envelope from her. I kept it for 
eight or nine years, and then decided that 
you can't be a dealer and a collector too, 
because i1 you are, you're going to end up 
not selling anything and owning it all and 
not being fair to your customers and 
starving to death. A Texan who was mar
ried to a DuPont - he was an oilman -
decided he wanted to buy a great 
Washington, a great Lincoln, a great 
Jefferson, and a great Franklin letter. He 
approached me and I acquired them all. I 
offered him the Lincoln letter which he 
immediately agreed to buy, and at that 
time it was far and above the highest 

two - which still made her deserve the 
letter. One had been wounded, one 
deserted, and so forth. There are some 
who believe because the letter was inac
curate, she may have destroyed the let
ter, we don't know. The copies we see 
around were written by a forger in the 
Columbus Penitentiary. 

RS: This makes a good point to talk 
about forgeries. Charles Hamilton, whom 
you must have had dealings with for 
many years ... 

RN: Yes, I have. Charles is too posi
tive and takes too many stands, as ii he 
were the Supreme Court. And there are 
times when he's wrong, and he's done a 
lot of things that I think are wrong. He 
started separating letters and envelopes 
and selling them separately. Or, ii a letter 
had an address leaf, he would tear the 
address leaf out and sell it separately 
which I think is an act of vandalism. He 
has made some statements about letters, 
forgeries and other things, in some cases 
I don't think he's had enough proof. And 
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good, is the ink good, is the handwriting 
good. If it passes all these things, chances 
are it's good. I have seldom seen any forg
eries pass them all. Cosey, in the main, 
sold legal documents by Lincoln because 
he had once, evidently, stumbled across a 
tablet of the blue rule-lined paper that 
Lincoln as a lawyer used. Cosey was 
smart enough to realize that Lincoln was 
a genius. You couldn't compete with his 
literary style, so the easiest thing to do 
was copy some legal thing from a form 
book of the period where he didn't have 
to have a style. And he also would prey 
on the streak of cupidity that lurks in a lot 
of our hearts. You go to an office building 
like 33 North LaSalle Street Chicago. It's 
populated with lawyers. He would stop in 
and see a lawyer, and say "Mr. So-and-so, 
I understand you're interested In Lincoln. 
I just stopped here in Chicago briefly to 
wind up the affairs of my aunt - I'm her 
sole heir - and among the things I found 
were a couple of letters or documents 
with Lincoln's signature. I don't suppose 
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they're any good, but I thought I'd just 
show them to you." And he'd show you 
what appeared to be two good Lincoln 
letters. "I have no use for them, and I 
don't know H they'd mean anything, but if 
you'd like them, you can have them for 
whatever you want." So, you'd figure 
''gee, this is a mark," and you'd oUer him 
$100 for the two items. But he told you 
that he didn't think they were worth any
thing. 

RS: Did you ever meet him? 
RN: Yes. I meet him once. 
RS: When? 
RN: I met him in New York. 
RS: After he went to prison? 
RN: Before. And, in fact, I offered to 

pay him - I thought It would be a great 
lark - to write a Lincoln letter to me. He 
said "No, that wouldn't be honest." 

RS: A fine line of ethics. 
RN: And, then, of course, there was a 

dealer in Chicago named Harry Dayton 
Sickles who was rather notorious. I was a 
very young book man and he offered to 
finance me in a very big book shop to 
handle his material. He really needed a 
front, and I was very nattered until I 
investigated and learned Mr. Sickles had 
a checkered career. He operated out of a 
suite in the Congress Hotel where he had 
a bathtub full of ice and liquor in prohibi
tion days. And he could produce any let
ter: Button Gwinett, Lincoln, Jellerson 
Davis. I recall him showing me Uncle 
Tom's Cabin, one copy signed by 
Jefferson Davis and another by Lincoln. 
Among the people who worked for him 
were Eugene Field II - who would fake his 
lather's name - and one of the famous 
Western artists who would do fake 
Remington's and other great Western 
artists. As a matter of fact, at one time he 
did ... what's the name of the other great 
Western artist, really better than 
Remington ... he's from Montana, I forget 
the name, but he had acquired a quantity 
of this man's drawings. They were actual
ly good drawings, but weren't signed. So 
he had the name Remington signed at the 
bottom! When I showed them to Senator 
Burlon K. Wheeler, who was a great col
lector, he said, "lndeed, they aren't 
Remington, but they're worth even 
more!'' I bought, by the way, the last of 
Sickles' stock. He had a lot of books 
signed by Lincoln. He's the one who came 
up with the so-called Negro coachman 
who worked for Mrs. Lincoln and to 
whom she had presumably given a lot of 
books and letters and maps all signed "A. 
Lincoln," all fakes. When I bought his 

stock from his landlord - he had died 
leaving an unpaid bill -1 rubber-stamped 
every one of lhem "forgery" before I sold 
them. 

RS: After sixty years of seeing these 
fakes and forgeries, are many still coming 
back into the market? 

RN: No. 
RS: At many of the large auction 

houses, you can listen to groups of deal
ers !lip through catalogs proclaiming 
"That's a fake! That's a fake!" 

RN: Some of them are too rapid in 
their judgments. 

RS: But you must see pieces that you 
saw thirty years ago. 

RN: I've had people question the 
authenticity of a Lincoln signature on a 
carte-de-visite photograph. Well, chances 
are someone came up to Lincoln with a 
carte-de-vislte and handed it to him and 
he had to sign it holding it in bis hand or 
leaning ... he did it in an awkward position 
and maybe the signature would be a little 
awkward. That doesn't mean it was lake. 
1 make it a practice never to criticize 
something that belongs to someone else. 
If a client wants to buy it, I'll give them an 
opinion, but I will not Just gratuitously 
say "that's fake or that's genulne." It's not 
my business, it's his business. Let him 
prove it's genuine or fake. There is a col
lector in the East who collects forgeries. 
He has a great line. He'll buy something 
from you, a forgery, and, as he leaves, 
he'll say "If it turns out to be genuine, do 
I get my money back?" 

RS: In addition to the books and 
manuscripts, you've dealt in material cul
ture and artifacts. Can you tell us what 
was the single most Impressive piece 
you've handled that came from Lincoln 
or belonged to Lincoln? 

RN: Well, I mentioned the McCullogh 
letter. I also managed to bring together all 
of the documents relating to the owner
ship of Lincoln's home on Eighth and 
Jackson in Springfield. I had the bill of 
sale for the land, the contract to build a 
house, to buy the house, both the seller's 
and buyer's contracts, both In Lincoln's 
hand, the deed for the house, the deeds 
signed by Mary Lincoln giving it to 
Robert Lincoln, and all the tax bills. I 
bought them from several sources. And I 
even had the lease for the house, Lincoln 
leased it when he went to Washington. I 
gathered them all together and the presi
dent of Bally Manufacturing Company 
was a good friend ol mine, and I persuad
ed him to have his company come up 
with the money and buy the group and 
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give it to the State ol Illinois as a gilt. 
RS: Wonderful. Are there specific 

artifacts that were owned by Lincoln that 
you've handled, one of his top hats, 
maybe a gavel, something from his 
home ... 

RN: Well, I'm always skeptical ol top 
hats ever since Mr. Forbes bought one of 
them at auction and il was the wrong 
size. 

RS: The one in the Forbes collection 
is not authentic'? 

RN: It's not the right size. I've han
dled canes - Lincoln got a lot of canes as 
gifts. You know just because his name is 
on it, that doesn't mean he used it. He 
may just have received it as a token. I 
knew Robert Todd Lincoln Beckwith very 
well. I was the first one to establish a 
direct communication with him after all 
the years lhat people ignored the Lincoln 
F'amily. And he became one of my best 
friends. He gave me and Mrs. Newman 
Abe and Mary Lincoln's handkerchiefs, 
and Robert Todd Lincoln and his wife's 
handkerchiefs, and some of Mary 
Lincoln's elbow-length kid gloves. And 
Mrs. Newman has Mary Lincoln's set ol 
silver, and quite a few things like that. 
And I have a Jot of books that Robert 
Lincoln owned, some of them relating to 
his father. I've handled some very inter
esting things, you know. Tangential to 
this, l recently sold the ink bottle that 
Grant and Lee used at Appomattox. And I 
had acquired It from a member of the 
Washburn Family. It was Congressman 
Washburn who got Grant his commis
sion, and he visited Grant the day after 
Lee surrendered. Grant wrote out a ljttle 
note to Washburn explaining what had 
happened the day before, and he gave 
him this ink bottle, and on the bottom 
there's a label and Washburn had written 
"Given to me by ... " 

RS: That would be the provenance. 
When you buy an artifact, basically all 
you're buying is the provenance ... 

RN: Absolutely. 
RS: So you must have seen lots of 

spurious material walk in the door. 
RN: Oh, sure. I just won't touch it 

unless I can prove the chain of title back 
to the man who was the owner. 

RS: You mentioned the Barrett sale 
which was a monumental assemblage. ls 
it still possible to build such a collection'! 
Are not most of the greatest pieces lorev
er deposited into archives and perma
nent collections? 

RN: There are some tremendous pri
conlinued on next page 
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vate collections. And anybody with a lot 
of money makes it easy. I have two big 
collectors in Washington, D.C. that have 
that kind of money. They give me author• 
ity to buy anything which I think they 
ought to own! I bought the first printing 
of the Declaration of Independence for 
one of these men for $1.6 million. I 
bought for another one in New York the 
first and second printings of the 
Constitution for $2.5 million. 

RS: Have you had an opportunity to 
handle any wonderful campaign-related 
ephemera from 1860 and 1864? 

RN: Well, I've had campaign banners 
and campaign posters and Wide-Awake 
lanterns and campaign buttons and, of 
course, campaign letters. 

RS: We now see a good deal of ques
tionable material in that area. Has it been 
a problem for you? 

RN: As the price of anythjng increas
es, the temptation to create spurious 
Items becomes greater. I have to be very 
careful whom I deal with. That's all. My 
customers depend on me and I do my 
best to be honest with them and I haven't 
(knock wood) had any case where we've 
been wrong, not that I haven't been or 
maybe I have been and didn't know it, or 

maybe I will be, but up to now I've exer• 
cised more than ordinary prudence. 

RS: Have you had problems in identi
fying likenesses of Lincoln? Photographs 
you were shown not chronicled in the 
book by Charles Hamilton and Lloyd 
Ostendorf? 

RN: Occasionally. I've known Lloyd 
for a long, long time. I was chairman of 
the Illinois State Commission which ran a 
competition for the design of a Lincoln 
statue In Chicago and Lloyd was picked 
as the winner. The statue itself was exe
cuted by Avard Fairbanks of Salt Lake 
City who has done several famous things. 
I think Lloyd is the leading expert on 
Lincoln photographs. Occasionally, I 
think he pontificates a little bit and thinks 
he's the Supreme Court, but, in the main, 
I think he's done more serious, careful 
research than anyone else. 

RS: Do you concur with his work on 
the Mariah Vance ... 

RN: No, I think he's dead wrong. 
Lloyd Ostendorf is carried away with the 
romance and the desire, I think, to be 
involved with the book that will be a run
away best-seller. I think he was also 
wrong In the case of that Gettysburg 
Address. He didn't write it, but he's been 

taken In by a dealer, an itinerant dealer, a 
book scholar. The Mariah Vance thing 
kicked around for a long time. When you 
consider that here's a thing that Mariah 
Vance told to someone who sat on this 
story for years then wrote it out, then 
they rewrote it. It isn't even remote ... we 
don't know what Mariah Vance saJd! I 
won't even touch the book. 

RS: Taking a position or stand In the 
Lincoln community on a given issue can 
often be risky ... particularly when you 
take exception with a given "authority .. ." 

RN: On the other hand. there are 
some very, very competent people. The 
late James Randell, Carl Sandburg, Lloyd 
Lewis, Allen Nevins, who knew, I'm sure, 
more about Lincoln than ... certainly Paul 
Angle, but none of them ever ventured to 
say that they were the "authority." 

RS: They weren't interested in self• 
promotion? 

RN: The facts speak for themselves. 
I've been around a long time. I've known 
a lot of people. I've done a lot of research. 
I've written a lot about Lincoln. But I will 
never make statements inferring at all 
that I am the last word. I think I am com
petent. I think I've had a lot of experi
ence. I can recognize some things, but I 

''What's it worth?'' 
~ (£~ONIM0 
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don't pretend In the least to be the final 
authority, and I think that anybody else 
who does ... I think the greatest ·ract man" 
in the Lincoln field was Paul Angle. Paul 
and 1 were good friends. We had lunch 
almost every day. When he was alive, 
Lloyd Lewis would join us, another great 
·ract man." 

RS: Did you have the opportunity to 
actually meet anybody who personally 
knew Lincoln? 

RN: I met Julia Taft Bain who was an 
older lady who spoke at the Chicago 
Historical Society. Her brother was Dr. 
Taft who was one of the doctors who 
attended Lincoln, and she'd been a play
mate of Wlllie and Tad at the White 
I louse. 1 met her when I was a young man. 
but. other than that, no. 1 l-new people 
who were alive during Lincoln's period. 
My own grandfather was. 

RS: When people talk of collecting 
Llncolniana. they throw a wide net. There 
are a lot of purists, for instance, who 
won't touch John Wilkes Booth. Have you 
handled Booth material over the years? 

RN: Of course I have! 
RS: Can you recall anything remark

able or dramatic that you've handled? 
RN: No, I've handled some very inter

esting Booth letters, but, you know. after 
all. you don't find a Booth letter talking 
about the assassination! But I've handled 
some letters. some letters inferred that 
he was a little bit off his rocker or cer
tainly temperamental. 

RS: You've known many great collec
tors. Did you know Oliver Barrett when 
he was building the collection? 

RN: Oh, sure. I knew him very well. I 
saw Oliver Barrett at least once a week 
and he was a very shrewd man, a very dif
ficult man to deal with. He drove an 
exceptional hard bargain. I think he took 
a little advantage of people who didn't 
know enough. To an unwary person, he 
would sometimes offer an outrageously 
low price. and often get it, but that was 
between him and the person, not me. 

RS: Were there items in that sale, the 
Parke-Bernet auction of his collection. 
that you wouldn't touch because you did
n't believe were good? 

RN: Oh, there were Items in there, for 
instance. the rock that's engraved "Ann 
Rutledge· I don't believe. I don't believe 
the ax, and some of those things, I don·t 
think that Oliver believed. 

RS: But it made good window dress
ing? 

RN: Exactly. But Oliver was a good 

Lincoln student, he knew his stuff. That's 
why Sandburg respected him so much. 
Interestingly, my wife when she was a 
young lady just out of school, her first job 
was as a receptionist in Oliver Barrett's 
office. And she remembered a man with 
gray hair and a black shirt coming to see 
her and saying "I'd like to see Mr. 
Barrett." She said "Whom shall I say Is 
calling?" He says "Carl Sandburg." And 
she said ·well ... I'm M11rie Antoinette!" 
Then she called Mr. Barrett and he said 
send him right in! That's her first memo
ry of the man. 

RS: In our first issue or The Rail 
Splitter, we acknowledged the big four or 
five early collections ... did you know any 
or lhese people? 

RN: Justin Turner was 011t: of my old
est friends. I knew him when he lived in 
Chicago, before he moved to Beverly 
Hills. J was very close to Justin for many 
years and sold him a lot of stuff. I bought 
all the things he purchased from the 
Barrett sale. And later I bought some or 
his stuff again that Hamilton sold. I 
thought Hamilton was dead wrong in sell-

W ITH A LOT OF 

money, you can 
still build a great 
Lincoln collection. 

Ing Turner's stuff. Hamilton scheduled 
the Turner Sale for the same night as the 
Streeter Sale, and I called Hamilton and 
said "Call your sale off. You're having a 
sale in competition with one or the 
biggest collections of Americana." And he 
refused to do it, and the Turner stuff suf
fered because or that. I knew. I built 
Alfred Stern's collection which Is down at 
the Library of Congress in a room next to 
the Jefferson Collection. Almost every 
item came from me. I bought the Lincoln• 
Douglas Debates scrapbook for him, I 
bought the Hooker letter for him. Alfred 
reminded you of a courtly, elderly, 
English businessman. Very punctilious, 
very striking, paid his bills right on the 
button, but he had a difficult time making 
up his mind to buy something or not. I 
later learned alter we became good 
friends that I should make the decision. I 
would just buy it and he would accept It. 

RS: You've known some fascinating 

II 

collectors! 
RN: And there have been great 

Lincoln collectors that nobody knows 
about. The late Foreman N. Lebold had a 
fantastic collectlon. He didn't want pub
licity. There are collectors alive today 
who have magnificent collections who 
try for anonymity. 

RS: You mentioned that you can't be 
a good dealer if you're also a collector. 
From what you've so.id of the collections 
you·ve helped build, the relationship 
between a collector and a dealer is really 
paramount to building a good collection. 

RN: If you want a great collection and 
you're a collector, you better be a good 
friend of the dealer, because when a deal
er gets a truly rare book, a rare gem, he 
has his cliotce ol whom to sell it to. And 
he will sell it to the person he likes the 
most. So if you ever get his friendship 
and confidence. you will prosper. 

RS: Is it poss.hie to build a significant 
collection without significant resources? 

RN: II you're young enough and have 
a middle level income, and have enough 
time, you can build a truly decent collec
tion. But there are certain things that are 
going to take a lot or money. With a lot of 
money, you can still build a great Lincoln 
collection. 

RS: When you started out, 
Lincolniana was certainly more accessi
ble. Charles Hamilton told us that when 
he started out, he could buy Lincoln com
missions for $20 .. nobody wanted them! 

RN: He's exaggerating. I started 
years before he did and I could buy a 
Lincoln commission perhaps as low as 
$35 and the price kept arrPiPrnting I 
recall when the Lincoln Draft Orders 
came on the market. Eighty of them came 
on the market all at once And they fell 
into the hands or a dealer who had never 
handled them ... having eighty just scared 
the hell out of this person. I bought them 
all for I think as cheap as S40 apiece. I 
called Dave Merns at the Library of 
Congress to find out ii lhey had one. They 
said no, so I sold them one for S!OO and 
lhen proceeded to sell them one at a 
time, each at a higher price. They're now 
bringing as high as $25.0001 

RS: ls there a bubble in the market 
that could burst? Lincoln prices in the 
just the last ten years have skyrocketed. 

RN: The only thing that could affect 
it would be a drop. an adverse turn ln the 
economy. 

RS: A major downturn. But as col
continued on next page 
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lectibles go, Lincoln is still rock-solid? 
RN: You look al the catalogs, you 

hardly ever see a Lincoln item of top 
quality. 

RS: You don·t see a lot of material 
anymore because It's disappearing into 
Institutional collections ... 

RN: Or In the hands of people who 
are wealthy who just aren't selling. 

RS: There are institutions, libraries 
and museums, that have material they 
don't know what to do with The 
Smithsonian only puts 5% of their hold
ings on exhibit. The New York Historical 
Society recently went bankrupt and it 
was learned that a good number o[ items 
they housed were destroyed because of 
improper storage. For years people plun
dered items from The Chicago Historical 
- one person in particular stealing from 
their archives. When you see something 
come onto the market. do you prefer it to 
go into the hands of a collector who will 
love it and treasure it, or do you want to 
see it disappear into such holdings? 

RN: I have varying views. 
Incidentally, Chicago Historical Society 
stuff was never plundered. It was kept, It 
was not displayed, but there's no evi
dence of the stuff in Chicago llistorical 

being stolen or plundered. 
RS: There was one man who was 

arrested £or selling ... 
RN: One man, yes. In one respect, I 

like lo see things go into Institutions ... 
institutions that care and specialize in 
this, that make il available Lo scholars. I 
dislike Institutions getting gifts that 
haven't the facilities and personnel to 
make these available to others. They 
should refuse them. There Is something 
comforting in knowing it goes to the 
hands of a private collector who can 
enjoy, share his holdings with others, and 
In his demise or at some earlier time, sell 
it and let some other collector get the 
pleasure. My main concern is to preserve 
the material and have It available for 
scholars. 

RS: We have often commented that 
over the years. the "traditional" historian 
has pooh-poohed the collector because 
of the crassness related to buying and 
selling. But one of the reasons the histo
rian is able to do his or her work is 
because the collector has helped pre
serve all this material. 

RN: A few historians have had that 
view. but an awful lot of historians have 
paid tribute to the collector and apprecl-
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ates them. Certainly Allen Nevins who 
was our greatest historian since Francis 
Parkman appreciated the collector. Bruce 
Caton did. Sandburg of course was very 
much indebted. Still, there are some col
lectors who kind-of hoard the stuff. There 
was a very famous collector in Chicago 
who died about 15-20 years ago who had 
a tremendous amount of stuff and just 
didn't share ll. His stuff has since been 
sold at auction and now everybody has 
it. 

RS: When people think of Ralph 
Newman, they also think of the early days 
of the Abraham Lincoln Bookshop before 
Dan Weinberg became proprietor ... 

RN: Dan Is one of the brightest peo
ple I've ever come in contact with. I took 
him into the business because I was 
aware of the fact that I should have some
one who could carry on for me. And I 
hired Dan. It was a deal that 'TU hire you 
for one year at the lowest legal salary 
which is the minimum wage and you'll do 
everything. You'll wrap packages, run 
errands, sell autographs, do everything, 
and, If at the end of the year I haven't dis
couraged you, we'll work out a deal to 
take you into the business.- And it didn"t 
discourage him and he came to work for 
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me. Where we differ perhaps is, I love my 
customers, they're my close friends. I like 
to have them have fun. The downer is it's 
important to have money because you 
can do things that are necessary for the 
business. Dan is all business. Dan is real
ly a hustler. He's good and he's run a 
good business, but I didn't see eye-to-eye 
with him and finally the time came when 
I said "Dan, either I'll buy out your inter
ests or you'll buy out mine." He's very 
bright and he has run a very good busi
ness. 

RS: In addition to Lincoln, you've 
handled material related to Washington, 
Hamilton, Franklin ... you've handled all 
the greats in American history. Do you 
hold Lincoln above all others'? Do you 
find that your appreciation for him has 
waned or grown? 

RN: My appreciation for Lincoln has 
never wavered] But I have grown to great
ly admire Washington for many reasons. 
One being that he had no precedent. He 
had to devise methods of selecting a cab
inet, selecting a Supreme Court, every
thing he did was for the first time ... he 
had no one to imitate. And he did it all 
superbly. Consider his Farewell Address. 
He retired from the presidency just a few 

weeks after his 61st birthday. People for
get that he actually set 65 as the retire
ment age. He did a remarkable job with 
no precedent and I think that the e.'<am
ple he set helped make this a great coun
try. And he was Lincoln's favorite 
American. I have great admiration for 
Washington and, of course, a very great 
admiration for Lincoln. 

RS: Would Lincoln be history's 
favorite president if he wasn't martyred? 

RN: There are a lot of things written 
that if Lincoln had lived, he would have 
suffered like Andrew Johnson. Stupid! 
Lincoln was a consummate politician. He 
knew the trade. When the War ended, he 
had the Midwest on his side, he had the 
army on his side, he had control of the 
party, he had control of the politics, and 
he knew his politics. Hls policies would 
have withstood all attacks. People forget 
that before the War ended, almost every 
general who differed with him in politics 
had either retired or shifted to the boon
docks, or were somehow out of the way -
he got rid of them all. You look at the ros
ter of the commanding oflicers at the end 
of the Civil War, they're all closely allied 
with Lincoln. He knew his business and 
he would know what to do. Probably, 

Lincoln would have had an alliance 
between the Midwest and the agrarian 
South. The New England ultra-abolition
ists who may have opposed Lincoln 
wouldn't have had a chance. Lincoln 
would have dominated. He was a great 
politician and he knew his trade. 

RS: We recently heard rumors of a 
private, multi-million dollar offer made 
for the Grace BedeU-Llncoln letter. Are 
there pieces like that you know or that 
are quietly waiting to come to the market. 
Are there monumental pieces ... 

RN: Every once in a while, something 
comes to market. The other day I ran Into 
the son of George Jonderro who had 
owned the Grace Bedell letter. And it's 
only been a few years since the Latham 
letter came into view. That was the young 
man who was a friend or Robert who was 
turned down for Harvard and to whom 
Lincoln wrote a very consoling letter. 
Something always comes up. Not long 
ago I bought a letter from Lincoln to 
Sickles - a remarkable letter in which 
Lincoln works his way through a very diJ
ficult thing with a very difficult man. 
Still... the census is narrowing all the 
time. 

continued on next page 
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RS: The Lincoln Legals Projects has 
identified thousands of pages ... 

RN: It's a marvelous thing. I'm on the 
board. They've done a superb job of 
unearthing Llncoln's stuff and you now 
realize what a great lav;yer Lincoln was. 
People forget he was a very successful, 
he was a very prosperous lawyer. He had 
money. Except for tbe first few years that 
Lincoln practiced law, there was never a 
time that he didn't have money in the 
bank and wasn't well off. Lincoln drew 
money out of the bank to go to his inau
gural. Washington borrowed money to go 
to his inaugural. 

RS: Given all the extant examples of 
Lincoln's writing, are documents such as 
military commissions worth lhe thou
sands they bring at auction? 

RN: The fact Lhat they're bringing 
that price says so ... they're selling! 

RS: Recently, the Leslie Hindman 
auction that featured a good deal of your 
material received a lot of press coverage 
because of an illinois state check. a draft 
that Lincoln signed. It was challenged by 
the state as stolen property from their 
archive. Can you tell me about that? 

RN: There was a period about 20-30 
years ago when at least two people were 
looting mostly county, not state, archives 
and taking things. In some cases. replac
ing each piece with a photocopy. A big 
majority of Lincoln legals that are on the 
market are results of these persons. With 
the exception of Virginia and North 
Carolina, until recently, the,·e weren't any 
replevin laws, so there was nothing you 
could do about it. Up to the beginning of 
this century, the government itself got rid 
of stuff. After 1900. someone in the gov
ernment probably issued an order saying 
there's no use keeping some of these doc
uments, we're no longer doing any busi
ness, we'll get rid of them. That's how the 
Lincoln Draft Orders were sold. And the 
famous Stetson Case where the govern
ment sued to get them back, the courts 
ruled that since the government had vol
untarily gotten rid of them, they couldn't 
sue to get them back. You can sue if 
they're stolen, but not ii you mistakenly 
sell them. 

RS: The people wbo currently hold 
these drafts, they're perhaps just two or 
three people removed from the person 
who took them. Do you support the state 
going after them al this point? 

RN: Well. the state has to, because 
they're the state's property. But there 
should be some way of reimbursing these 
people. They're innocent. The first per-

son who got it, no, he was guilty. The peo
ple that 1 know of are dead. anyhow. 
People should learn to be more prudent. 
In all the years I've been in the business, 
I have been very, very careful to check on 
the provenance of these items. 

RS: You must have been offered 
stolen material over the years. 

RN: Sure I was. Still, I resent the atti
tude of the library who cavalierly accepts 
a dealer's good intentions and doesn't try 
to compensate him. ll l, as a dealer, inno
cently buy something, say an autograph, 
and l buy it at wholesale which means I'm 
buying It very reasonably, and then vol
untarily notify the institution that I've 
bought this, they should offer to reim
burse me. Because, one, it's fair and, two, 
it encourages me to continue to do this. 
And, in the main. this has been the policy, 
but there have been a few institutions 
who have not done so. And, because of 
that. 1 will admit if something comes up 
that I think belongs to that institution, f'm 
going to hesitate in getting in touch with 
them because they have not been playing 
the game fairly. 

RS: Have you had an opportunity to 
go through the collection held by the 
Library of Congress? 

RN: Oh, sure. I've done appraisals for 
the Library of Congress. I've been very 
close to the Library of Congress and cer
tainly very close to the head of the man
uscript division. I know him as well as 
anyone. 

RS: Havt: yuu ever had an opportuni
ty to see something in their holdings that 
you said "this is no good?" 

RN: No. 
RS: As far as Lincoln collectibles, are 

there areas you see on the rise that you 
would recommend people to look into? 

RN: Not that are worthwhile. There 

Ralph Newman at the New York World's Fair, 1964. 

are tangential items that people are 
putting too high a value on that I think is 
just ridiculous. 

RS: Such as? 
RN: One of the very many, funeral or 

death memorabilia things that are print
ed in large quantities. They're worth a 
modest amow1t of money, but not the 
kind of high prices ... on the other hand. 
things like campaign posters and others 
that were published in limited quantities, 
they are worth good money. 

RS: Just because of the number that 
have survived. 

RN: That's right, and because they 
tell you the story of living history. 

RS: We were talking about authenti
cating signatures and ownership. Is it 
more problematic now than in your early 
years? 

RN: it's hard to tell. After all. I've han
dled Lincoln stuff for about 60 years and 
I don't think I've ever bought anything 
that was doubtful because I use a lot of 
good judgment-and I'm very careful. But 
there are strange things. Many years ago, 
a young man came into my office with a 
shopping bag. I remember his language 
perfectly. He said "You buy stuff?'' I said, 
"Of course. what have you got?" And he 
brought out a beautiful red Morocco 
album. I looked in it. The first letter in it 
was a letter of Washington. There were 
letters of Jefferson, of F'ranklin .. it was a 
remarkable collection of letters worth an 
awful lot of money. And it looked familiar 
to me. I said "Where did you get this?"" He 
said "My aunt has been a collector, but 
she·s given this to me to sell to further 
my education." Well, 1 did the only thing 1 
could do. I said "This is worth a lot of 
money." I'm sure that if I had offered him 
$1,000, he would have grabbed it. I said 
'This is worth many thousands of dollars 
and I want to be fair to you. Will you leave 
this here overnight and come back at 2 
o'clock tomorrow and I will be prepared 
to make you a fair offer?" And he gave me 
his name and his address. His address 
was somewhere In Rhode Island. The 
moment he left, I called my secretary 
Margaret April, who"s one of the world's 
great telephone operators. She plays the 
telephone the way Heifitz or Rubenstein 
play their instruments. I said "Margaret, 
see what you can do about tracing this 
down," So she called the Rhode Island 
phone number, and this young man's 
mother answered the phone, and she 
said "Your son is in our shop and ordered 
a book, and he gave us this address. but 

continued on page 25 
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In The Marketplace 
GONG SHOW REVISITED 

L ast April, Regal Auction Services 
of Franklin, New Hampshire adver
tised an "Abraham Lincoln presen

tation piece with 
provenance." Sounded 
intriguing. Problem was, 
they hadn't yet seen the 
soon-to-be consigned 
item. When the consign
or finally brought it in, it 
turned out to be this 
bronze gong presented 
to Junius Brutus Booth's 
first wife! (One-time sis
ter-in-law of John 
Wilkes and Edwin.) It 
didn't sell. Back in 1995, 
this same Item was 
offered In HCA's first 
auction: lot #283 - esti
mate $1,000-1,500. 
Undaunted, on May 6th 
the owner brought it 
down to Edgewater, New 
Jersey for another 
engagement. Standing 
(literally) 20" tall, It 
depicts a sumo wrestler 
holding a semi-spherical 
appendage which, when 
struck by the accompa
nying mallet, would 
"gong" till the cows 
came home. Engraved around the top lip: 
"To Mrs. Marion Agnes Scheffel Booth 
from her loving friends Edward and Nelly 
Greey Christmas 1887," There is no dis
puting that this belonged to Agnes Booth, 
and that It was given to her during her 
second marriage. But who cares? 
Encountering another tough audience, 
the gong failed to resonate and was 
passed once again. 

T his past winter, Rail Splitter Norm Boas of 
Seaport Autographs in Mystic, Connecticut 
came out with something we'd enjoy more 

of: a fixed-price catalog devoted exclusively to 
Lincoln! This offering contained 241 lots of auto
graphs and assorted ephemera. Of particular Interest 
to "forensic criminologists" was an envelope 
addressed in Lincoln's hand and malled from 
Springfield to Simon Cameron during the 1860 pres
idential campaign. Lincoln had smeared the mk while 
filling it out, resulting in six fragments of his finger
prints adhering to the paper. This phenomenon 
occurred with other Lincoln documents. so it might 
be possible to track down similarly defaced docu
ments and assemble a complete set of "prints'' tor 
our 16th president. This exam-
ple was priced at $950. A one
page autographed document 
signed contained 300 words 
entirely in Lincoln's hand, a very 

'l'JIE LH'E 

rare 1843 legal brief signed 
"Logan & Lincoln" from 
Lincoln's second partnership 
with Stephen T. Logan: 

I ABRAHAM LINCOLN :1 

$13,500. An extremely rare 
1860 campaign biography in 
wrappers (a paperback), The 
life of Abraham Lincoln: Wrth 
Extracts From His Speeches by 
John Q. Howard, was offered at 
$2.750. If you are a bibliophile 
you may have to go another 
twenty years before hearing of 
another trading hands! A scrap 
of white silk ribbon used to dec-
orate Lincoln's catafalque in 
Springfield, from the Oldroyd 
Collection, tastefully framed and 
matted with a Lincoln photo, 
was offered for $250. 

I 
EXTIUL'TR 1'.Rml UL\ .-,1'1!ttU1., 

tr~ . .f. Q. HO\VA.l\l) 

t.OLUMBU:; 
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S wann Galleries· photograph1ca 
auction last April Included a "spir
it" carte-de-visite photo by Mumler 

showing Mary Todd Lincoln 
with the ghost of Abe posi
tioned behind her, his hands 
resting on her shoulders. 
This image no doubt 
appealed to Mrs. L. who, 
even prior to the President's 
assassination, was fond of 
holding seances at the White 
House. (Mumler - a true 
opportunist - was tried on 
various fraud charges in 
1869. The spiritualism move
ment would never be the 
same.) While these cartes are 
seen from time to time, we 
had never "encountered" an 
example like this that includ
ed Mumler's imprint! This 
"ghostly" image made it to 
"the other side." selling for 
$1,500 plus 15%. 

B rian Caplan (with a "C") 
holds semi-annual auc
tions of photographica, 

political and general line 
Americana under the title "Olde 
American Collectibles.· While 
strong in Civil War. American 
Indian, and Western, he usually 
has a nice assortment of 
Lincolniana. His third auction 
which closed in February 
included an astounding ten 
Lincoln CDV's, three cabinet 
cards. plus various tokens and 
covers. Among the related 
material: a cabinet card of John 
B. Wright, the manager of Ford's 
Theatre, sold for $385. A cabinet 
card of Stephen Douglas printed 
after his death. sold for S132. A 
cabinet card of Hannibal Hamlin, 
from late in his life with a Maine 
imprint, was more than reason
able at $75. 

S 1egel's auction of "Autographs. 
Historical Letters, Ephemera and 
the Civil War" in April included 

several Lincoln relics. A "quill pen used 
by Lincoln while President" - not exactly 
in "line leather" (it was quite worn and 
had significant loss} - sold for five times 
the estimate at $6.250 (plus 15% 
buyer's). A silk and bone fan "used by 
Mrs Abraham Lincoln at Ford's Theatre 
the night of the assassination of Lincoln." 
spotted with the President's blood, sold 
to a telephone bidder for close to ten 
times the estimate - $20,000. Both items 
were part of the Barrett Collection dis
bursed in a 1952 Parke Bernet sale. 
Although Barrett was a well-respected 
collector, his collection, like most, includ
ed some questionable items As such, 
"Barrett" provenance - in itself - should 
not be taken as a guarantee of authentic
ity. The original provenance for the fan 
was written thirty-two years after 1865 

and sworn to by an vidividual we can't tie 
to Lincoln or the event. we don·t question 
the legitimacy of the piece. we just 
remind readers that when purchasing an 
artifact, the documentation is more 
important than the relic. As such, we note 
the sale of a group of relics at Christie's 
East last May. The p•ovenance came from 
the legendary sale of the Roy P. Crocker 
Collection In 1979. The Christie's lot 
included four of ten relics that had been 
grouped together as one lot in 1979 - a 
Mary Todd fan. a lock of her hair, a wood
en bottle corker supposedly used by 
Lincoln, and a bone plaque purportedly 
inscribed by Lincoln In 1834 with a senti
ment to Ann Rutledge. Suspicions as to 
the authenticity - regardless of past own
ership - kept the ~rice down to half the 
estimate: $805. 
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H B e-Hold" is the name of Larry 
Gottheim's periodic mall auc
tion catalogs of "fine early 

photographs." His January 23, 1997 sale 
#25 had a "pair of aces." One 
was a Brady CDV of Major W. 
F. M. Arny, appointed by 
Lincoln Indian Agent for New 
Mexico. He is dressed in 
mountain-man Indian garb 
alongside a Navajo rug that he 
later presented to President 
Lincoln The matching image 
is actually Alexander Gardner, 
Brady's studio manager, who 
took many of the "Brady'· 
images. He is dressed in the 
same outfit with the same rug. 
In an effort to publicize the 
plight of the Indian. Arny 
appeared at Lincoln's 1862 
New Year's Day Open House in 
the White House dressed in 
this attire. It naturally prompt
ed quite a stir. Gardner, who 
photographed many Indian 
delegations that came to 
Washington, perhaps was expressing his 
political sympathies by posing in a simi
lar fashion. The Arny went at $770, the 
unique Gardner remains available at the 
reserve of $3,500. 

Arny 

L incoln mourning ribbons seem to 
be plentiful and produced in innu
merable styles. Accordingly, 130 

years after his death, they trade hands at 
modest levels, usually in the 
$200-400 range. Gene 
Dillman of Louisburg, North 
Carolina is currently offering 
for sale what must be the 
pinnacle of mourning rib-
bons, the creme-de-la-
creme. It is a mourning 
ribbon issued by temper-
ance advocates referring to 
the fact that Lincoln was a 
teetotaler, a friend of their 
cause. (Lincoln, In many 
respects a political moder
ate. avoided making prohibi
tion a campaign issue or a 
position he would support.) 
If you want to "whet your 
whistle" this ribbon Is yours 
for $1,500. 

SOX\ OF TEUPEB.INCE ! 

Gardner 

C astle Antiques & Reproductions of Hawley, Pennsylvania Is 
a distributor of antique reproductions - hence their name. 
They sell a variety of Staffordshire-style figurines, originally 

manufactured in the Victorian-era. Included in their current Inventory 
is this bust on pedestal of Abraham Lincoln. IL is 9" 
high and 5 1/2" wide and decorated in polychrome. It is 
based on a rendering of George Washington which 
shows up with some regularity at antique shows. The 
Washington is original. It does not appear that an orig
inal "Lincoln" ever existed, which places this piece in 
the category of a "fantasy" Item. Because of the incon
gruity of Lincoln's head on Washington's body (garbed 
in colonial attire), the aesthetics of this piece suffer 
somewhat. If it appeals to you, a mere $20 wholesale. 

I IINI .AJ>rll lStl,, 'US. --LQVE, PUl\.UT,' 
i'tllll.ITY. 
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In The Marketplace 
" o Id Paperphlles" of Tiverton, 

Rhode Island issues period
ic fixed-price catalogs of 

boo1<s, ephemera, and other "paper 
stuff." Catalog #41 issued this past May 
contained two lots that were sort-of con
nected One, a "poll book" from 1860 for 
Washington Township, Indiana listed 
names of voters who were eligible to elect 
13 presidential electors. The second, a 
tally sheet from the same election. listed 
the actual votes received for each presi
dential elector (note: the Democratic slate 
got more votes in this district). These brts 
of polling-place memorabilia were $125 
and $135 apiece. 

D avid Lesser of Woodbridge, 
Connecticut exhibits at various 
book and ephemera shows and 

also issues fixed-price catalogs of "Rare 
Americana." He has a rather extensive 
selection of political pamphlets. most 
from the early to mid-nineteenth century 
A few "samples" from his sale #26: A 
Breckinridge & Lane pamphlet discussing 
the seating of disputed delegates at the 
Democratic Convention - S75: a 
Democratic pamphlet in German that 
reprinted Lincoln's Cooper Union 
Address - $175; an 1864 speech by 
Illinois congressman Isaac Arnold 
"Reconstruction: Liberty the Corner
stone. and Lincoln the Architect" - $125. 

G reg Manning of West Caldwell, 
New Jersey usually deals in 
antiquities and tribal art. Like the 

auction house he was formally 
associated with, Harmer-Rooke 
Galleries of New York, Mr. 
Manning occasionally will handle 
Americana. His June 7, 1997 sale 
was exclusively autograph mate
rial. Perhaps the standout piece 
was an 1847 Congressional peti
tion signed by 48 members of 
Congress Including Lincoln and 
future Confederate Vice
President Alexander Stephens. 
Lincoln wrote "I concur on the 
faith of what the above named 
gentlemen have said.'' This real
ized $11.500 plus 15% buyer's 
premium. An engraved Invitation 
to President Lincoln's last birth
day party sold for $4,250 plus 
buyer's. (This very item was dis
cussed in issue #5 of The Rail 
Splitter. It had been offered by an 
Arkansas autograph dealer for 
$12,500. Both at that time and in 
the current offering. it was 
described as written completely 
in the hand of Mary Todd Lincoln 
which. we pointed out, is not the 
case. A nice item, no matter 
what.) A 15 x 18" campaign ban
ner for "Lmcoln and Hamlin" sold 
for a modest $1,800 by virtue of 
its lack of graphics (it was most 
likely originally a section of a 

transparency). Another banner 
inscribed "Ohio Union 
Lincoln" attracted a bid of 
S1 ,700. We don't know how 
many of these exist, but we've 

' seen them here and there and 
don't believe they're genuine. 
They seem crudely made, are 
something that any unskilled 
individual could whip together, 
and have a strange juxtaposi
tion of slogans. Stay away! 
Finally, a signed Sarony cabi
net photo of Judge David 
Davis. Lincoln's associate, 
campaign manager, Supreme Court 
appointee, realized a reasonable $400. 
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J oe Levine's Presidential Coin and 
Antique Company offered sev
eral pieces of Lincoln numis

matics in a recent sale. Auction 
#62, May 16th, included the 
ever-popular Lincoln-Johnson 
jugate medal for $410. A 
Lincoln Temperance Medal 
(King #784) In bright, uncircu
lated brass that proclaimed 
"Lincoln, Calling for a Pitcher of 
Water and Glasses, Said 'We'll Drink to 
the Fortunes of Our Party in the Best 
Beverage ever Brewed for Man"' sold for 
$250. And this Swiss, sliver-plated 
bronze memorial medal after that struck 
in gold and presented to Mrs. Lincoln. As 
noted by Andrew C. Zabriskie, (A 
Descriptive Catalog of Political and 
Memorial Medals Struck in Honor of 
Abraham Lincoln ... , New York, Printed for 
the Author, 1873): "The circumstances 
attending the production of this beautiful 
medal are very interesting. 
Immediately after Mr. Lincoln's 
assassination, a subscription 
was started in France, limited to 
two sous for each person, to 
raise funds to present a gold 
medal to Mrs. Lincoln, as ates· 
timonial of sympathy from the 
French people. Napoleon II I 
would not allow it to be struck in 
France. but it was finally pro
duced in Switzerland. It was 
presented to Mary Lincoln 
with a letter signed by 
members of the 
Committee Including 
Victor Hugo." This exam· 
pie. King #245. sold for a 
reasonable $230. 

J ames Lowe of New York City issued his 55th fixed-price auto
graph catalog this past year. It contained an interesting associ
ation piece that caught our eye: an autograph sentiment signed 

by William Jason Ferguson in 1926. At that time. he was the last sur
viving member of the cast of "Our American Cousin" which appeared 
before President Lincoln the fatal night of April 14. 1865. He played 
the role of Lt. R. N. Vernon. It would have been wonderful to hear 
him recount that event. no doubt greatly embellished over the years 
in a dramatic presentation. Unfortunately, it's not on video. $350. 

Alexander Autographs offered a 
staggering number of lots in two 
recent sales. In the February auc

tion. they sold (prices don't include 10% 
buyer's premium): a unique war-date 
endorsement with signatures of Lincoln. 
Andrew Johnson, and Secretary of War 
Stanton. $8,250: a clipped "A. Lincoln" 
signature, $2.01 O; a wonderful 
Autograph Quote Signed from Private 
Secretary John Nicolay, $190: a docu
ment signed by John l Ford, owner of 
the the theatre, a tough signature to get. 
$500. 

i=:;f:-::~= 
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P atrick Thomas & Partners. a 
"recent addition" to the growing 
field of antique auctioneers. held 

a sale in Saugerties. New York on March 
29, 1997. They sold a 13 x 23" flag from 
Lincoln's funeral train (presented to J. H. 
Physe. General Manager of the Hudson 
River Line) together with two time-tables 
for the funeral train for $8,750. 
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In The Marketplace 
I f your name is listed in one of the 

large directories of collector/dealers, 
you've already received a letter and 

photograph of this unusual. hand-painted 
Lincoln & Johnson campaign banner in 
black on white linen. The owner has been 
soliciting an "appraisal" (in this case, 
synonymous with "bids") for this striking 
piece being offered with a gorgeous 
Henry Clay banner which, she relates, 
have been in her family 
since day-one. The 
Pennsylvania native is 
fearful of how to prop-
erly "place" the ban
ners but continues to 
take bids. We'll let you 
know what happens. 

( 

S peaking of banners... for about a 
year, these textiles have been on the 
market. Offered by a vintage art and 

design dealer of Erwinna, Pennsylvania. the 
two are being represented as campaign 
banners from 1864 - yours for $18,500. 
While truly lovely examples of folk art, the 
general consensus is that there is no 
chance these are period. We believe they 
are, in fact, convention banners - but from 
the mid-1880's and part of a display that 
had every president up to that election rep
resented. 

T his great piece was cataloged by 
Northeast Auctions of New 
Hampshire last March as a 

"Lincoln folk art carved bird's-eye maple 
and mahogany ceremonial plaque." It 
measures 24" in height and had January 
1, 1863 inscribed above the shield. Total 
including buyer's - $2,530. 
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T his variant of the bust by Bissell, 
mounted on a mottled, marble 
base. measures 19 1/2" high. The 

Boos Gallery of Michigan auctioned it as 
part of an estate sale in February. With a 
pre-sale estimate of $1,500 - 2,500, it sold 
for $3,800 plus buyer's premium, 

W es Cowan con1lnues to dominate the field 
for historical Americana with auction cat
alogs reminiscent of the late Brian Riba, a 

Connecticut dealer who defined this market In the 
1980's. Wes always has a great selection of politicals, 
photographica and ephemera, as was certainly the 
case in his May auction. Of the more Interesting 
Lincoln items were these two photographs: a Brady 
carte entitled "Box in Ford's Theatre in which 
President Lincoln was shot" ($990 Including 10% 
buyer's); and this mounted albumen by Alexander 
Gardner of the hanging of the conspirators, signed in 
pencil at the bottom of the mount by Gardner 
($7,700). 

21 

C hristie's May auction of 
autographs and manu
scrfpts included several 

items of note. An Autograph Letter 
Signed (ALS) as President to the 
inventor of the Dahlgren gun, 
Captain James Dahlgren, request
ing an inspection of the new 
weapon, realized $8,050. Lincoln's 
personal fascination with weaponry 
and interest in the latest gun tech
nology makes this particularly spe
cial. The sale also featured a Mary 
Todd Lincoln A.L.S. as First Lady to 
Captain Ulric Dahlgren, son of the 
inventor, inviting him to dine at the 
White House. It realized $5,520. 
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In The 
Marketplace I n June, R.M. Smythe of New York 

sold a collection of signatures from 
the nine military judges who served 

S peaking of autographs - we need to 
comment on a disturbing trend - the 
appearance of "retail-plus sales" dis

guised as auctions. Todd Axelrod and Max 
Rambod both put out ·auctions" with 
required minimum bids that - when factor
ing in the buyer's premium - Insure no Item 
sells below full, retail value. Most auctions 
will accept fifty-percent of the low-end of an 
estimate as the minimum bid. In some 
cases, reserves will be set by the owner 
which must. by law, be below the estimate. 
But. on the whole, the minimum bids in 
these two ·auctions· are quite aggn,ssive (a 
euphemism for "top dollar"). Don't believe 
us? The last Rambod •auction" offered a 
piece signed by both the President and First 
Lady on Executive Mansion stationery. basi
cally complying with an autograph request, 
with a minimum bid of $12.500 - just over 
$14,000 with the buyer's premium. Almost 
the Identical piece sotd that same week at 
Sotheby's for $8,500. We believe there is a 
determinable value to most everything in the 
market. but we also believe in letting the 
market determine that value. If a dealer 
needs to protect his investments. he should 
issue fixed-price lists and not claim to be an 
auctioneer. We suppose our views aren't 
exclusive ... refer to the huge number of buy
backs in these sales, lots that get passed on 
failing to reach the reserve. 

as Commissioners in the trial of the 
assassins. The group, from an 
album. realized a reasonable $1.700 
They also sold a rare. albeit obscure. 
signature - Titian J. Coffey. Coffey 
briefly served in the Lincoln Cabinet 
as the Attorney General ad interim. 
filling that office for only four months 
between the resignation of Edward 
Bates and the appointment of James 
Speed. A nice Autograph letter 
Signed from that brief tenure - $220. 
In the same auction was this hand
some Autograph legal Document in 
Lincoln's hand signed by him 
"Lincoln & Herndon" - $6,500 plus 
10%. 

T his stunning piece. a cranberry 
and clear, engraved and cut 
glass cordial from the Lincoln 

service was auctioned in March by 
Hantman·s of Potomac, Maryland. From 
the estate of glass scholar and author 
Helen Barger, the wine glass measures 
slightly over four inches In height and 
was made by the Christian Dorflinger 
Greenpoint Glass Works of Brooklyn, 
New York. The Dorflinger Museum pur
chased this example for $9,TTS. If you 
"missed the toast." another example is 
being offered m an Arkansas dealer's 
fixed-price list for $17,500. 
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C harles G. Moore sold this early 
study tor Mt. Rushmore, a plas
ter model painted gold, In their 

February auction. But... hold onto your 
hats... it came together with another 
item ... a plaster life-mask of Del Blanco. 
the Chief Foreman under Gutzon 
Borglum at Mt. Rushmore1 (Where does 
one display a Del Blanco?) The pair real
ized $6,250. 

C aiifornia Book Auctions, 
a division of Butterfield 
& Butterfield, has been 

building an autograph depart
ment for the past three years. 
Several recent sales have includ
ed some great Lincolniana. In 
addition to manuscripts, the 
April sale included a Gardner 
CDV of the conspirator Lewis 
Pame, $900 plus 15%. and a 90-
page, self-published book by 
Frederick HIii Meserve that 
included 359 unmounted photos 
from the original negatives by 
Mathew Brady. The volume was 
divided into eleven sections with 
copious notes in Meserve's hand 
throughout - $15,000 plus 
buyer's. 

W llliam Doyle sold this 
Document Signed (DS) 
appointing Caleb Lyon of New 

York to be the Governor of the Territory of 
Idaho Lyon was the second territorial 
governor, serving in Idaho from 1864-6. 
We are pleased to report that the docu
ment "went home" being purchased on 
behalf of a former Lieutenant Governor of 
the state - SB.625 Including buyer's. 
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In The Marketplace 
C ollector's Sales and Services of 

Middletown, Rhode Island holds 
periodic mail auctions of early 

American glassware and ceramics They 
often carry presidential or political items. 
Their April 4th auction Included a "rare 
and important" china pitcher with hand
painted polychrome portraits of Lincoln 
and Grant. More subdued 
in decorallon than a simi-
lar Grant-Farragut pitcher 
(signed by New Orleans 
artist "Lux") that 
Skinner's of Botton. MA 
sold for over $20,000, 
this example realized 
$6,050. 

J im's Antiques of 
Lambertville, New Jersey 
(a picturesque Delaware 

River town rife with antique 
shops) has a silver-plated sil
houette of Gen. McClellan in 
original convex glass frame for 
S2,350. Most likely an 1864 
campaign item, albeit somewhat 
pricey. it is quite handsome. 

C lassie Rarities of Lincoln, 
Nebraska have two "Lincoln" 
related Items in their fifth fixed

price catalog. A clipped signature of John 
Wilkes Booth is offered for S10.500 and a 
1911 typed letter signed from Rear 
Admiral Silas Tarry to Lincoln collector 
Osborne Oldroyd verifying that John 
Wilkes Booth's body was placed on the 
Monitor "Montauk" after his capture Is 
available for $950. 

E ast Coast Books of Wells. Mame issues periodic mail auction 
catalogs of books and autographs. Their March 19, 1997 sale 
included a copy of "General Orders No. 89" signed m type by 

Lincoln announcing the death of his "honored predecessor Martin 
Van Buren." This great piece of ephemera carried an estimate of 
$600-800 but failed to meet the reserve of $200. An autographed let
ter signed by one "Isaac R. Diller· who. we're told, was the model for 
"Billy Brown• m Tarbell's "He Knew Lincoln" was also offered. Diller 
is also described as "the last ilving person to have been pho
tographed with Abraham Lincoln.• This is news to us ... anyone have 
insight they can share? His 1938 reminiscences linking his associa
tion Wilh Lincoln with his belief in Christ realized $75 plus 10% 
buyer's. 

L one Star Autographs of Kaufman 
Texas has for sale a "Rare Lincoln 
Funeral Card" for $995. This item. 

an embossed card depicting a tomb
stone. was discussed In the last issue of 
The Rall Splitter. "Lone Star" repeats the 
claim that these relics ("very few have 
ever come on the market") were handed 
out to dignitaries who boarded the funer
al train. They also assert that these 
embossed cards were re-issued in the 
1870's to raise money for the Lincoln 
monument at his grave-site. If that's the 
case. how does one differentiate between 
1865 originals and later re-issues? Other 
Lincoln items in catalog #930 include: a 
framed group of relics composed of two 
small pieces of wood from Lincoln's law 
office and home along with a piece of 
black silk that draped Lincoln ·s coffin for 
$595, plus a deed signed by Ninian 
Edwards and his wife Elizabeth Todd 
Edwards (Mary Todd's sister) m whose 
home Abe and Mary were married, $595. 
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DECADES OF 
DEALING 
An Interview with 
Ralph Newman 

continued from page 14-

we'd like to have bis local address and 
phone number so we can let him know 
that we have the book." And she gave his 
number and said he was a student at 
Rockford College. She came back and 
said "He's at Rockford." Bingo! About two 
months before, when l was chairman of 
the Illinois Sesquicentennial Commission, 
I'd been to Rockford to make a speech 
and they'd &'iven me an honorary degree. 
And the president of Rockford College 
took me on a tour and ln the library, in 
their vault, he brought out this same 
album. Well, obviously it had been stolen, 
so I thought I'd do the proper thing. I 
called the Librarian and said "I have some
thing that belongs to you. It 

Western world. They have an incredible 
thirst for knowledge. 

RS: You've certainly had your share 
or competitors over the years ... 

RN: 1 guess imitation Is the sincerest 
form of flattery. I've always laughingly 
said that ii you're gonna open a shop to 
compete with me, open it up close to me 
so when you go out of business, I won't 
have lo move your stock far. 

RS: Would you have wanted to keep 
the name "Abraham Lincoln Bookshop?" 

RN: I'm sorry when I sold the shop I 
let the name go only because so many 
people asswned I was still with it. If I did 
it again, I'd sell the business, but I would
n't sell the name. 

RS: Were the problems you laced in 
court impetus to selling the book shop? 
{Note to readers: Mr. Newman was 
irwolued in a legal dispute related to the 
appraisal and donation of Richard Nixon s 
papers.} 

RN: No, it had nothing to do with 
that. 

RN: A little bit. I had a relationship 
with other presidents like Truman and 
Eisenhower and Johnson that was very 
close and very warm, but not with Nixon. 

RS: Were you in a position where you 
could have deposed Nixon or required 
that he take the stand in this'? 

RN: No. There was no way to do it, 
but the National Archives was craven in 
this thing. They received the material 
from Nixon with a lake documented gift 
letter, which had been post-dated. They 
didn't acknowledge the documented gilt 
nor did they refuse it. They just put the 
document In a drawer and left it alone 
until a reporter for the Washington Times 
came up and questioned it. And then it 
became kind of public knowledge. When 
the lawyer for Mr. Nixon who had really 
been responsible for this fake thing was 
tried in California, the case was thrown 
out because of prosecutorial misconduct, 
so I was the only person left they could 
possibly try to hold - and a couple of the 
members or the special prosecuting team 

quit, they were so angry. 
was brought in." And I fig. 
ured, he or she would say 
"Thank you. We'll come 
down right away," and so 
forth. Instead, they very stu
pidly said "We never had 
anything like that. there's 
nothing missing." They did
n't want to admit they'd 
made a mistake. And I 
protested. I said "I know I 
saw it there!" So I called the 

I THINK THE YOUNG COLLECTOR TODAY 

knows more about Lincoln and the 
Cimll¥ilr than his father and grandfather 
did! The others colkcted. These peopl,e not 
only collect) they study. 

When Edward Bennett 
Williams heard about it, he 
offered to defend me for 
nothing, and he did. I just 
paid his expenses. 
RS: Of all the greats you've 
known, including sitting 
presidents, did any share 
your particular love or 
Lincoln? Any standouts'! 

president of the college and told him that 
before 2 o'clock the following afternoon, 
he should send a representative of the 
school and someone representing the 
police authorities to my oflice when the 
young man was expected to return." So 
they came in and I put them in a side 
room and the young man came in. They 
confronted him and he admitted it was 
just lying loose in the library and he 
walked out with it! But the idea of the 
institution stupidly trying to stonewall 
me so they wouldn't look bad ... it hap
pens all the time. I don't know how many 
tlmes I've had this happen. But I have 
also represented many of these institu
tions including, by the way, a few 
Japanese institutions who are remarkable 
in their collecting. We had one in Japan 
that has maybe the filth or sixth biggest 
Lincoln collection in the world. 

RS: Why would Japan ... 
RN: Because Japan Is fascinated by 

all the great books and works or the 

RS: No correlation? 
RN: None at all! Mr. Weinberg was 

completely supportive and when it all 
ended up very satisfactorily, he was very 
pleased, as I was. And Edward Williams 
handled my case lor nothing, he was so 
angry. 

RS: You were unfairly prosecuted? 
RN: Of course I was! If the president's 

lawyer tells you that the President has 
made a gift to the National Archives. and 
you go the National Archives and see the 
material there ... what else? You don't ask 
the President to prove he made a gift! 
You·ve been told he did, so you appraise 
it. That's what happened ln my case. I had 
no way of knowing that he had just made 
a documented gi~. Indeed a gilt "on
deposit," not an actual gilt. That was the 
only time that anything like this ever hap
pened, as I appraised the papers of many 
important people and many presidents 
and I never had this happen. 

RS: Did you get to know Nixon at all? 
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RN: Truman had a reverence 
for all of An1erican history, 

and he knew his stuff. He really was very 
well versed in American history. We had 
many long talks and I had a role in the 
creation of the Truman Library. Johnson 
was not a great reader, but he was very 
much interested in American history, but 
my personal relationship with him was 
very good. I've spent a lot of time at the 
White House. Alter he left the White 
House, I spent every other week at the 
ranch. and I still hear from Mrs. Johnson 
regularly. We really became very close, 
and I knew Kennedy, Eisenhower, and I 
knew Ford. 

RS: Is there an opportunity today !or 
an antiquarian book dealer to rise to your 
stature or is it just too competitive a 
field? 

RN: I think that anyone with imagina
Lion and integrity and some capital can 
make it. It takes a little imagination and 
you have to make it fun. I keep telling peo
ple who work !or me ''When someone 

continued on next page 
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comes in your shop and walks out empty
handed, they're more disappointed than 
you are. They came in hoping that they 
were going to go home with a treasure 
that would bring them a lot of pleasure. 
And when they walk out empty-handed. 
they are very, very disappointed. And 
you have !ailed. And, it's always been a 
competitive field. It's up to the dealer to 
research his mind and his resources and 
find ... remember, it's only ten years ago, a 
little more, that images were not bringing 
high money. It's up to the dealer to find 
things that are saleable. 

RS: Can you see the next market 
coming that if someone was young and 
wanted to be aggressively pursuing a 
market. he should consider? 

RN: Well, it's almost too late, but I 
think the whole field of American histori
caJ broadsides has been neglected. 

RS: Even those items are getting 
CXJ)enslve ... particularly for collectors! 

RN: Well, there have been some great 
people who didn't have a lot of money 
who collected. For instance. there was a 
collector named F. Ray Risdon, in 
California. who never had any money, but 
who devoted himsell and would go 
through stacks very carefully and very 

lovingly and with a lot of knowledge. and 
over a period he acquired a very, very 
line collection which ultimately after his 
death was acquired by an institution, a 
very good one. One of my most fascinat
ing stories is about an illiterate collector. 
This man could not read or write. He 
worked as a stockman and janitor at a 
business and had every Monday ofl. And 
Monday morning at 9:15 he'd present 
himsell at our place and stay there until 
11 o'clock. spending a good part of his 
salary, maybe 50 or 60%. He knew Lincoln 
just as a picture, and he knew the Lincoln 
name just as a picture, and he would buy 
things, and he would try to remember 
them all. After he started dealing with us 
we kept a record for him. Then he'd leave 
and go downtown. He had the timing so 
he could go see two double features, one 
at the Oriental and the other at the 
Chicago Theater, so he'd see four movies 
on his day off, then he'd go home. Well. 
this continued for many years. And he 
spent his vacations going to places relat
ed to the Lincoln story, mainly because 
he wanted postcards from these places 
and he couldn't write lo them so he'd 
have to go there to buy them. And on one 
occasion he wanted to go to Lincoln 
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Memorial University and I called the pres
ident of Lincoln Memorial University, 
Stewart McClellan, and I told him about 
this man whose name was Nels Jansen, 
and I sald I'm going to ask him to call on 
you so would you please make him very 
comfortable. Stewart, who was a great 
gentleman and had been a preacher, had 
him taken up on a tour of the school and 
a tour of the country and treated him 
wonderfully. A few years later, on a given 
Monday, Nels failed to come down to see 
me. And a second Monday passed. and he 
didn't come to see me, so I began to get 
worried. Then I got a call and. in a weak 
voice, "Ralph, this is Nels. I don't feel 
well. Can you come out and see me.• He 
told me where he lived and said "You 
come up the stairs, I live in a little altlc 
apartment in a building my sister and 
brother-in-law own." So I drove out there 
and went upstairs and there In this little 
apartment Nels was in bed. The whole 
apartment was lull of packages, 
unopened packages. because ii you don't 
read, you don·t open your packages. But 
every book was sWJ mint. He said "I don't 
think I've got long to live. 1 want you to 
pick up my collection and take it back 
and catalog it and send me a little money 
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every week so I can buy some necessities 
and I'll tell my family that I'll be getting it 
from my former employer who's not 
sending me anything. You can reimburse 
yourself and I'll decide in the next few 
days what to do with my collection." 
Then he decided what to do with his col
lection and he died a couple of months 
later. His collection went to Lincoln 
Memorial University. On the wall, they 
have a big bronze plaque of their donors. 
It includes J. P. Morgan and Henry Ford 
and Siberling, the great rubber king, and 
Frederick HIii Meserve and other people. 
And right in the middle of those names is 
Nels Jansen. I always get a big thrill out of 
the fact that this simple, illiterate man, 
achieved a great deal more fame than any 
member of his family ... ifs a great inspira
tion. There have been other collectors 
who have been very, very close to me. 
Close friends, on a couple of occasions 
they got together and ran rather lavish 
birthday parties for me and did other 
things for me as I did things for them. I've 
had a marvelous, marvelous group of 
people I've dealt with, and I'm forever 
indebted to them for the privilege of being 
able to sell them things and enjoy Lincoln 
at the same time. But I've always remem
bered to make it fun for people to deal 
with you. They have to look forward to it. 

RS: It's very touching, this story 
about an illiterate Janitor who will always 
be remembered ... 

RN: I've always asked myself if years 
later, when television came into exis
tence, would he have collected. 

RS: That's a profound question. Do 
you think that today's generation is as 
knowledgeable, as aware of Lincoln? 

RN: I think the yow1g collector today 
knows more about Lincoln and the Civil 
War than his father and grandfather did! 
The others collected. These people not 
only collect, they study. 

RS: And perhaps popular culture has 
made Lincoln more accessible to today's 
audiences. 

RN: Perhaps. That reminds me of the 
animatronic figure which had its debut at 
the New York's World Fair in 1963 and 
1964. I went many times to Calilornia with 
Disney and helped him pick the voice 
that the animatronic figure used which 
was a very good character actor named 
Royal Dano. And, 1 wrote the speech. I 
said "don't have him recite the 
Gettysburg Address because everybody 
will be lip-sinking it... I will stitch a speech 
together out of several speeches and 
make it look as if he's just read The New 

York Times and is commenting on the 
state of affairs." We had a very, very big 
attendance. "Lincoln" performed 11,000 
times. We never had an empty seat in the 
house. I sat next to the Pope for two 
shows. l introduced the Lincoln family 
there. Each state had a day and the time 
came for llllnois Day. We'd invite the great 
sons and daughters of the state to come 
to New York. I invited people like Cab 
Calloway and Steve Allen, Benny 
Goodman, all sorts of prominent 
Illinoisan's. And Adlai Stevenson. Then I 
said, "Why don't I invite the Lincoln fami
ly?" They said, "They're all nuts." I wrote 
to Robert and Mary Todd Lincoln 
Beckwith and Lincoln Isham. All three 
promptly responded very courteously. 
Two were ill and coulctn·t come, but invit
ed me to come to Vermont to visit with 
them. Bob Beckwith said ''I'll come, but 
can I bring my girlfriend?" I said sure. He 
said "Do you ever come to Washington"?" 
I said 'Tm coming there tomorrow." He 
said, "What's your plan? I'll pick you up!" 
The next day this little guy In a red sports 
car picks me up. We're tooling away at a 
terrific speed over the Virginia country
side. I kept saying we'll have an accident 
and the papers will say "Last of the 
Lincoln's Dies In an Accident." Then, at 
the bottom, it will say "There was anoth
er passenger." We get out to this lovely 
farmhouse - it's really an estate - and the 
butler takes my luggage and my coat and 
my drink order and before we knew any
thing else, Bob Beckwith says "Ralph," -
we had become Bob and Ralph by then -
"there's a favor I want." And he whips out 
a copy of my Lincoln for the Ages. He 
said, "I want your autograph.'' I said, 
"This is a switch. A Lincoln asking for an 
autograph." I invited him to Chicago for 
the 100th anniversary of Lincoln's funer
al. Mayor Daly was a good friend and we 
had a ceremony at City Hall and the 
Mayor threw a party for him. And I took 
him out to Riverside, fllinois where he 
had been born. He had never been back. 
And I took him to SpringHeld - he had 
never been to Springfield. So he saw the 
Lincoln Home and he saw the Tomb, and 
he saw other Lincoln sites. No one had 
ever botllered getting close to him! And 
he invited me to Hildene and Manchester. 
That's how he became close. Then he 
made the Lincoln material available to us. 
Jim Hickey. who was then with the histor
ical library, became the liaison. People 
think that Jim developed the whole thing. 
I was the one who introduced Jim to him. 

RS: The Beckwith lamily fortune 

came down from Robert Todd. 
RN: That's right. He was a pretty 

sweet man. He gave Mary Lincoln's bible 
to Mrs. Newman as a gift. 

RS: Is that still in your collection? 
RN: No, Louise Taper now has it. 
RS: Is there anything that you still 

have that you'll keep forever? 
RN: Oh, sure. He gave me two little 

silver vases that said "1868-1918." I could
n't Imagine what they were. His initials, 
his wile's initials. Then I realized, they 
were gilts from their fiftieth anniversary. 
We have quite a few things of his. 

RS: You've been dealing in 
Lincolniana for sixty years. Are you going 
to continue dealing for the next sixty? 

RN: I think that the numbers are 
against me, but as long as I am ambulato
ry and can think, I will sell and be dealing! 
It's the only thing I know how to do, and 1 
do it very well. 

That's why I love it. A person comes 
to me and I show him a nice item and if 
they say, "Gee, that's a marvelous item. I 
wish I could afford it," I can respect them 
for it. U a person comes in and without 
showing any emotion at all just buys it, I 
have a lee.ling it's going into the hands of 
the wrong person. And with these people, 
1 will not argue a price. When I price an 
item, that's it! I price it because the price 
is fair, I can Justify it. I tell them "Look, if 
I'm wrong and you come back in six 
months, and I still have it, then I have 
made a mistake. U I haven't got it, tllen 
you've made a mistake." That's all. Don't 
tell me how to run my business! 

RS: Any last thoughts you want to 
leave us with? 

RN: Think like Mr. Lincoln. Be gener
ous. Be honest. And be interesting. That's 
the whole thing in this damed business. 
You don't have to collect Lincoln to live. 
It isn't like going to work everyday to 
earn enough money to go to a deli or find 
a place to sleep. This is intellectual devel
opment and interest. Give something 
back to the Lincoln story. Pick something 
in the vast Lincoln field that you yourselC 
can specialize in and learn more and 
more about it than any other dealer. In 
that respect, you can be an expert and 
know more than anyone else. There's cer
tainly a lot of satisfaction to be gotten out 
of the Lincoln story. He's a lascinating 
man. 

RS: As is Ralph Newman. Thank 
you.,,,,,,., 
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You DECIDE 

I 
n our ongoing quest 
to share news of 
"what's out there," 
we deliberated a 

great deal on whether 
or not to print this pho
tograph. While past Rail 
Splitter's have featured 
"is it or isn't it" pho
tographs of Lincoln, this 
one came with a little 
baggage - the threat of 
litigation. 

For several months. 
we heard rumors of the 
discovery of a death por
trait of Abraham 
Lincoln. Six months ago, 
we received a mysteri
ous telephone call lrom the owner of such 
an image, refusing to divulge details, ques
tioning what we knew. We heard nothing 
more on the subject until word of our print
Ing the portrait reached the principle (he 
apparently has partners). 

The owner claims this ambrotype is 
the "photographic discovery of all time." 
Reputed to have been taken by either .Julius 

THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

or Henry Ulke in the Petersen House prior 
to the removal of Lincoln's clothing, the 
owner speculates that It was taken when Dr. 

Leale left the room to 
comlort Mrs. Lincoln. 
The President was appar
ently left unattended long 
enough for the Ulkes to 
sneak up a back-staircase 
and take this picture. The 
am bro was seized by Col. 
George Rutherford (one 
of the claimants to have 
coined Lincoln's eyes) 
and was later given to 
Joseph Hanks, Lincoln's 
cousin. It remained in the 
Hanks family until being 
sold at an estate auction 
last year. 

We were contacted 
once again by the owner, 

livid that we had somehow received a copy 
of the picture without signing his extensive 
non-<lisciosure agreement. We explained 
that we had no "agenda" in publishing the 
photograph - save to share it with our read
ers. Should we be doing him a disservice -
apparently his corroborating evidence and 
documentation helped verify the authentic
ity- we would be happy to publish whatev-

er he could provide. (Apparently, forensic 
studies are being made on several levels 
including the comparison of tell-tale pock
marks on Lincoln's face with those in known 
portraits.) 

Rather than accept our offer, the threat 
of being sued was reiterated: we were "vio
lating his copyright on the photograph." 

For all of you who grew up on Perry 
Mason re-runs, fear not for your intrepid 
Rail Splitter ! The only party who can copy
right a photograph is the original photogra
pher. He can assign a copyright - which 
lasts for seventy years - to another individ
ual, but unless renewed, the image becomes 
"public domain."While it can be demonstrat
ed that the photograph had several different 
owners over the past 130 years, the point is 
moot. Simple fact: one cannot copyright a 
photograph based on ownership alone. 

Don't be left with the impression we 
delight in wagging our tongues - thumbing 
our noses - at such possible discoveries. 
We would be absolutely thrilled to learn of 
a genuine find. Bul fact remains, "it is what 
it is~ and we leave it for you to decide. By 
the way, our offer remains on the table: we 
wlU gladly print - within reasonable space 
limitations - whatever proof can be fur
nished as to the identity of the subject. 
Until then, we just don't know. -=-
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Mar.,r Lincoln's 
Otner Home 

Keith Hallam 

F
orty miles directly west of the Chicago loop is the pic
turesque river town of Batavia, Illinois. Called "The City of 
Energy" for the numerous windmill factories that existed 
here during the 1800's, Batavia also . 

claims a very unique place in the history • 
of the Lincolns. 

At the end of a beautiful tree-lined 
avenue, less than a quarter of a mile from 
the shore of the Fox River, sits Bellevue 
Place, a large, stately limestone building 
that was Mary Lincoln's home from May 
through September ol 1875. Hardly an 
imposing hotel, Bellevue Place was a pri
vate rest home and sanitarium operated 
by Dr. R. J. Patterson. Mary Lincoln did 
not stay here by choice - her visit was, 
shall we say, "encouraged" by a twelve
person jury who decb1red hf'r insane fol
lowing a sensational trial initiated by her 
son, Robert Todd Lincoln. 

By 1875, following the deaths of her 
three younger sons as well as the assassi
nation of her beloved husband, Abraham, 
Mary's mental condition was ln great 
decline. Her bizarre behavior, including a.II 
but destroying Robert's marriage, and her constant concerns 
about money, caused tremendous embarrassment to her only 
surviving son, by this time a successful Chicago lawyer. 
Convinced his mother was mentally unstable, Robert Lincoln 
employed Leonard Swett, an old friend of his father, to handle the 
legal case intent on proving his mother insane. 

The trial was considered by some a "kangaroo court." Within 
hours of the verdict, Mary Lincoln attempted suicide. Robert 
chose Bellevue Place in Batavia for Mary's treatment, calling the 
Fox River Valley "the most beautiful country west of New York." 
Thus on the afternoon of May 20, 1875, Mary Lincoln, accompa
nied by Isaac Arnold, Dr. Richard J. Patterson and her son 
Robert, entered Bellevue Place for the first time. The former First 
Lady was now, and for the next several months to come, in an 
insane asylum. She'd come a long way from the White House to 
Bellevue. 

Little is known of her short stay. Records concerning her 
treatment no longer exist. According to The Insanity File by Mark 
Neely Jr. and R. Gerald McMurtry (the deJinitive book on the sub
ject), Robert traveled to Batavia from Chicago weekly to visit his 
mother and confer with the doctors about her condition. As a 
result, little correspondence exists regarding her care. 

Following a second trial in which she was declared "restored 
to reason," Mary Lincoln was released from Bellevue Place on 
September 10, 1875. She spent a short time in Springfield, Illinois 
before traveling throughout the United States and Europe. She 
died on July 15, 1882 back in Springfield at the home of her sis
ter, Elizabeth Edwards, the home where she and Abraham had 
been married years before. 

Bellevue Place remained a sanitarium until 1964. In 1965 it 

became Fix Hill Horne, a refuge for young, unwed mothers. The 
home was closed in 1979. Bellevue Place has since been refur
bished as a modern dwelling with multiple units. A marker on the 
grounds identifies the historical significance of the property. 

Almost every village or town in lllinois works hard to estab
lish a link between itsell and the Lincolns. Batavia is no excep
tion. The village is proud of the fact that, ii even for a short time, 
It was ~home" to Mary Todd Lincoln, wife of the President. The 
Batavia Historical Society maintains the Depot Museum. One of 
the permanent exhibits is the Mary Todd Lincoln room. On dis-

play are the bed and dresser Mary used while at Bellevue Place. 
The museum is open all year except for January and February. 
Admission is tree. ~. 

Visit StonePoet at hUp:llwww.atonepoat.com 
-or request a brochure-

Sculptural reproductions of 
Abraham Lincoln 

cast and hand-finished from 
works by historical artists like 

Bissell, Volk, French, & Brenner 
03 

SlonePo§l 
CORPORATION 

RR2 Box 644, Putney, Vermont 05346 
Phone & Fu; 802-254-3674 • 6mail: info@stonepost.com 

"Casting Memorable Ideas" 
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You Can't Change History, 
But You Can. Own It! 

Kaller's America Gallery 
An ever-changing collection of rare Americana. 

Presidential, Civil War, Revolutionary War leuers, documents, and 

newspapers. Audubon's Birds of America. signed books and more! 

Special: Crystal Vault. a see-thro vault built into a 
deluxe furniture unit ... 

pe,fecr for displaying ym,r cnl/ectible.1· ut home or office. 

The America Exhibit Hall 

"The Declaration an<l Defense of Independence: Rare Documents 

and Leners from the American Revolution," includes Hancock's 

protest of Laxarion without representation, Washington's letter on 

Benedict Amold's promotion, Lhe official Massachusetts Declaration 

of lndependcnce broadside, Franklin's leiter advocating 1he abolish

ment of slavery, and much more, on exhibil - and for sale! 

Civil War - Current Highlights 

Abraham Lincoln signed military co111mission for surgeon Edward 

Curtis, who later performed Lincoln's autopsy. Robert E. Lee great 

content five page letter revealing his lighthearted side. Jefferson 

Davis leuer decrying ·'free-soil" Democrats, Margaret Mitchell's 

Gone With the Wi11d signed by Clark Gable. Vivian Leigh. 

Hattie McDaniel, Leslie Howard and many others. 

We build collections for individuals, 
institutwns a11d corporations. 

KallelI''s America Gallery 
~at Macy's 

Herald Square. Balcony Level 

151 West 34th St.. New York. NY 10001 

Ph (212) 494-1776 Fax (212) 868-1105 

LETTERS 
TO THE 

EDITOR 
Dear Rail Spliller: 

I am enclosing a Lincoln-period helmet-torch from my col
lection. It appears to be similar to the item shown on page 30 of 
the Fall 1989 A.PJ.C. Keynoter. That item is in the collection of 
the Museum of American Political Life. My torch has been in my 
collection for about 10 years. 

In New York City, on October 3, 1860, there was a huge torch
light parade for Lincoln. An illustration of it appears in Harper's 
Weekly. October 13. 1860 with the New York Times builclini;! pic
tured in the background. I recently found a copy of the October 
4, 1860 issue of the New York Times and, much to my pleasure, 
the entire front page is dedicated to the night before with head
lines "The Whole City on Fire !or Lincoln and Hamlin!" and 
''Twelve Thousand Torchmen in Procession." I was lit up. What a 
period to live in! 

Happy hunting, 
DAVID B. HOLCOMB 

Quartz Hill. CA 

(Thanks for writing and congratulations on a most unusual 
piece. For our readers. the dimensions on David's helmet are 11" 
across. 7" inches tall, with a 1 1/2n copper hatband. Parade items 
make great display items, are 
quintessential campaign 
pieces, and are probably 
undervalued in today's mar
ket. The Museum of 
American Political Life (The 
DeWitt Collection) has a tin 
stovepipe hat which they 
attribute to the Lincoln cam
paign. Unfortunately, we feel 
this attribution Is in error. In 
the 19th century, it was com
mon practice to give tin 
anniversary wedding gifts in 
different forms, such as hats, shoes, or baskets. We are confident 
that the DeWitt specimen falls into that category. Your piece. 
however, with the torch attachment, is obviously political. It 
appears to be in outstanding condition and unlike mass-pro
duced pieces, may be unique. While the Benjamin Harrison hat
torches - his campaign symbol in two races - were carried on a 
pole suspended from a wire-frame, this item was meant to be 
worn by the marcher. The Harrison beaver hat, like that worn by 
his grandfather William Henry Harrison, is clearly different from 
your stovepipe style.) 
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Gentlemen: 

.lust a note to thank you for such a terrWc publication con
cerning Lincoln and Lincoln collectibles. I enjoy every article and 
eagerly await the next issue. 

Do you know of any Lincoln associations or clubs located in 
Rhode Island and southeast Massachusetts? If so, could you pos
sibly publish them in an issue and where one could contact a 
member to find out when and where they meet? 

Thanks again for doing such a great job! 
DAVID NICHOLSON 
North AtUeboro, MA 

(Sorry, we don't know of a group in Rhode Island, but can 
refer you to one in Massachusetts: The Llncoln Group of Boston, 
27 Forest Trail, East Bridgewater, MA 02333. Other associations 
include: 

The Abraham Lincoln 
Association 
Old State State Capitol 
Springfield, IL 62701-1507 

The Lincoln Group of the District 
of Columbia 
7 415 Flora Street 
Springfield, VA 22150 

Lincoln Association of 
Jersey City 
LeRoy J. Lenahan, President 
846 Bergen Avenue 
Jersey City, NJ 02306 

The Lincoln Group of Illinois 
Benedictine University 
5700 College Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-0900 
Attn.: Philip Bean 

+ 
Dear Rail Splitter: 

The Lincoln Group of New York 
c/o The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art 
1000 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10028-0198 

Lincoln Fellowship of 
Pennsylvania 
225 South Howard Avenue 
Gettysburg, PA 17325 

Lincoln Fellowship of Wisconsin 
Steven Rogstad. Secretary
Treasurer 
5419 ldlewood Drive 
Racine, WI 53402-2234 

Lincoln Memorial Association 
Evelyn Pratt, Secretary-Treasurer 
125 W. Vine St. 
Redlands, CA 92373 

The last issue of The Rail Splirternoted that the Lincoln stat
ue in Vermont was untitled - not sol A close look at the base 
reveals the following caption: 

"The American Spirit - Faith Purity Hope." 

Also, I guess by now someone else knows how to spell 
OLDROYD, and has discovered that he never owned the 
Springfield house, but rather owned the Petersen House (see Vol. 
I, No 1). 

Best, 
ROY LICARJ 

Ft. Washington, MD 

+ 
Dear Rail Splitter: 

I recently came across this CDV at an auction. It shows 
Secretary Seward posed in front of waterfalls with a group of 
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men. There are tiny numbers scratched into the photograph, but 
I have no clue who anyone is - save for Seward (on the far right). 
I was told by a collector of Lincoln photographs that the man in 
the middle, wearing a white hat, is the famous photographer 
Matthew Brady. Can you provide any details? 

EFREM KRAKOWSKI 

San Bruno, CA 

(Your carte is a photograph of "Secretary Seward and 
Diplomatic Party" taken at Trenton High Falls, New York - near 
Ithaca - by W.J. Baker in 1863. We're sending you a list of each 
subject but the man thought to be Brady is actually the Italian 
Minister, M. Bertenatti.) 

+ 
To the Editor: 

Recent issues of The Rail Splitter have made reference to the 
"Fanny" acrostic of John Wilkes Booth. This fine document, a 
hand-written sentiment by Booth, is dated Detroit, November 20, 
1861. Auction descriptions and news notices regarding this man
uscript regularly state that it was written to Fanny Brown, an 
actress whose photograph was found on Booth's body al his 
death in t865. 

While that would be nice, it is very doubtful. Fanny Brown 
was living in New York City in October and November of 1861. 
She was performing on a regular basis at the Winter Garden 

Theatre. She is identi
fied by name in numer
ous playbiUs for this 
period. She was not in 
Detroit. 
Booth and Fanny Brown 
are not believed to have 
been closely associated 
until late in 1863, nearly 
two years later, when 
rumors circulated in the 

theatrical world tbat they were about to marry. 
"Fanny" was a common nickname in the 1860s. Anyone who 

maintains that the acrostic's "Fanny~ is addressed to Fanny Brown 
should be asked to show an envelope supporting that claim. 

TERRY ALFORD 

Annandale, VA 
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ANNOUNCING 
THE MOST IMPORTANT 
SALE OF PRESIDENTIAL 
CAMPAIGN TOKENS IN 

THIS CENTURY! 

Presidential Coin and Antique Co .. is pleased to 
offer at public auction the collection of lhe well

known collector/dealer. Charles McSor1ey. Charlie 
lovingly assembled this vast collection of 800+ 

pieces over a forty year period. At every opportu
nity. he allempted to add to and improve the col

lection with the result thttt it is unparalleled in 
breadth and condition. 

The McSorley Collection will be offered over a 
period of three sales. The first sale will be held in 

conjunction with the Suburban Washington
Baltimore Coin Convention, Baltimore, Maryland, 
in mid-November. To subscribe to all three sales 

and receive prices realized, please remit $ I 0.00 to: 

Presidential Coin & 
Antique Company 

6550--1 LitUe River Turnpike 
Alexandria, VA 22312 

Tel. (703) 354-5454 • Fax. (703) 914-0547 

---------------------- 32 

Rajl Spliuters 
~ "If they can clone sheep ... n 

~ On June 13th and 14th, Auction Team Koln of 
Germany, the ~world's Leader in Technical Antiques" sold "the 
very chair in which Abraham Lincoln was sitting the night he 
was assassinated." Don't 
believe it? They've got 
documentation! Or, as 
they say in the old World 
War II movies, your 
"papieren, bitte." Since 
the original is In the 
Henry Ford Museum in 
Historic Deerfield, the 
existence of another was 
a real "enigma." (By the 
way, the auction house 
did sell one of the 
"Enigma" machines!) 
Obviously, something 
was "lost" in the transla
tion. Upon inquiry. we 
received a press release 
marked "Urgent" signed 
by both the curator of 
The Henry Ford Museum 
and the head of Auction 
Team Koln. While the rocker being offered was from the same 
manufacturer, "the original will remain in the Henry Ford 
Museum permanently and there are absolutely no thoughts 
about. selling such an important Item of American history ... we 
hope Lhis letter serves to clarify any misunderstandings that 
may have been caused by translation from German to English." 
(Clearly someone's butt was chewed out by someone else's 
attorney!) When asked for a comment the American representa
tive parroted the great Sergeant Schultz, "I know nothing!'" 

~ Craig Ambrose of Winterset, Iowa recently sent 
~ out a form letter offering a "very historical 
(authentic) patriotic quilt that was made in 1864." The word 
"authentic" was used twice in the letter assuaging any doubt 
whatsoever. Two different prices were quoted - $2,500 and 
$8,500 - representing perhaps a new marketing strategy. There 
are numerous inscriptions stitched in thread which are not visi
ble in the photo that read: "All Men Must Be Free," "Baltimore 
Convention Vote for Mr. A. Lincoln/VP Andrew Johnson/Pray for 
War's End," "1864 Good Republican/Slaveholder 
Copperheads/Fool Democrats Into the Fire/Rally 'Round the Flag 
Boys," and "2,216,067 Votes/Union Soldiers Are Martyrs." Mr. 
Ambrose also mentions it was previously owned by an "avid 
Abraham Lincoln collector." This item is reminiscent of one that 
showed up several years ago at a New England auction, trading 
bands several times since. It too purported to be a Lincoln
Johnson campaign piece with the slogan "The Great 
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Emancipator" together with the image of a coffin. (Given that 
Lincoln was not referred to as "The Great Emancipator" in lhe 
campaign - not to mention that Lincoln was still alive when he 
ran for President making the coffin imagery somewhat premature 
- we had our doubts.) This example is, likewise, a hodgepodge of 
anachronistic slogans. The most glaring foul-up is producing a 
campaign item lhat conveaienlly contains the election results! 
We've seen "crazy-quilts" (state-of-the-art term. not of our cre
atlon) from the 19th century, also appliques and chintzes, but 
not examples with stitched script- something you're more likely 
lo see from the 1920's and 30's. 'Nu! sed on duh subject. 

~ How much is too much? That question came to 
~ mind when we saw the newly published The 
Complete Guide to Lincoln Cents by David W. Lange. This 364-
page softbound book contains everything you ever wanted to 
know, and some things you didn't, about Lincoln cents - the most 
long-lived design in American coinage. People talk about replac
ing the design or doing away with pennies. Fools! Don't they 
know you can't tamper with the immortals?! If it ain't broke, don't 
fix It! Anyhow, this very thorough and professionally produced 
volume is available at $43.95 plus postage from the esteemed 
numismatists Bowers & Merena ol Wolfeboro, New Hampshire. If 
you·ve got any "cents," it's for your library. 

~ The Rail Splitter was honored to help the 
~ National Park Service host an exhibit at the 
"General Grant National Memorial Centennial Celebration" in 
New York City on April 26th and 27th. In layman's terms, ··Granfs 
Tomb." After being closed for extensive renovation and clean-up, 
lhe public re-opening was timed to coincide with the l00lh 
anniversary of lhe tomb's dedication. We were pleased to partic
ipate, assembling a diverse grouping of Grant memorabilia, per
sonal, political and military, as well as items representing his 
various associates and adversaries. The exhibit was housed in 
four custom-built showcases which. when combined with the 
National Park Service's own collection of ephemera, made for an 
impressive display. The weather for the weekend activities coop
erated fully, and the springtime atmosphere along famed 
Riverside Drive was idyllic. Activities included Civil War re-enact
ments wilh cannon and horses, a parade by a contingent ol West 
Point cadets, speeches by dignitaries, and a respectful rendition 
of "Taps" by the United States Military Band. President Clinton, 
unable to attend, senl a wreath which was placed by the sar
cophagi of General and Mrs. Grant. We thank all our fellow Rail 
Splitters who kindly lent us material for the exhibit. 

Images from the Grant Tomb 
Celebration 

~ Rail Splitters Hallam Webber and James 0. Hall 
~ noticed an attribution in our annual 
Lincolniana/Civil War auction that had us scrambling to cover 
our you-know-whats! Lot #157 was a cabinet portralt of Edwin 
Booth cataloged with the seen1ingly innocuous comment, "his 
favorite portralt." True scholars don't let such comments pass 
without question - Webber 
and Hall justifiably took us to 
task! The portrait, taken in 
San Francisco by Bradley and 
Rulofson, was so pleasing to 
Booth, he hired an engraver to 
reproduce the image for per
sonal use. We are pleased to 
publish for the first time a Jet
ter Booth wrote on September 
20, 1879 (original in The Rail 
Splitter Archives): "Dear Sir, I 
regret to inform you that I 
have searched in valn for the 
engraved plate. It was kept In 
a safe at Booth's theatre, until 
that property passed from my 
possession, and I believed it 
to be in my mother's house in 
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Rail Splinters ~ 
Long Branch all these years. I 
went there last week to look 
for It but without success; 
since my return I have (?) the 
theatre and have been unable 
to find a trace of it. I have no 
photograph of myself in char
acter which I consider at all 
satisfactory, and am truly 
sorry that I can be of no ser
vice to you in the matter you 
have undertaken. I have just 
discovered the accompanying 
taken in San Francisco which 
my wife prizes and wishes to 
preserve. It is considered by 
my family and lriends the best 
they have seen of me, and if 
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the cost or engraving will not exceed S 125. and a really good plate 
can be made for that price, I will pay for it and permit you to use 
It for the purpose you have in hand - provided that it be not 
defaced or worn. This Is the best I can do. The other plate Is, I 
have no doubt, •safely stowed' among my trash somewhere but I 
might search a century in vain for it If possible keep this photo
graph from injury and return it. Truly yours. Edwin Booth." This 
photograph, and a variant, are pictured here with the engraving. 
Verifying all of this, testimony of Edwin Booth's belief that this is 
his Mbest likeness· is printed by the photographer as part of the 
imprint on the reverse. Thanks for keeping us on our toes! 

~ Joe Mason, an Oregon resident, has what he 
~ considers to be the only known portrait of 
Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln posed together, a daguerreo
type reproduced herein. Mr. Mason has shown the photograph to 
several people considered to be Lincoln experts, but has met 
with skepticism. No one is willing to conrlrm his belief. 
Undaunted, Mr. Mason is continuing his research. This quest has 
taken him across thP country and consumed much of his time. 
Worth the effort? You decide. 

~ By now you may have heard the news coming 
~ out of Maryland. Tuner Network Television 
(TNT) is filming "The Day Lincoln was Shot· starring Rob Morrow 
as John Wilkes Booth and Lance Henrikson as President Lincoln. 
Based on the Bishop book, we have been assured that "every 
measure is being taken to preserve historical accuracy." Still ... 
we are hearing reports that Morrow (from televlsion·s Northern 
Exposure and the Robert Redford film Quiz Show) Is practicing 
his deep Southern drawl. Us "Lincoln folk" all know this to be 
Inappropriate. Doubtful that anyone growing up In a family of 
thespians - not to mention accomplished Shakespearian actors -
would have such a regional twang. Forgiving this one bit of "dra
matic license," we can't wait to see the end product. Get the pop
corn ready! 
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Forgery Quiz 
Ariswers1S?D 

1. Two-sided Joseph Cosey Lincoln survey, Including a 
payment receipt signed again. 

2. Tracing of an orlglnal letter In the Lincoln Museum, Ft. 
Wayne. IN. 

3. Chicago book dealer Harry Sickles forgery. with a faked 
notary authentication from an authentic Mary Lincoln 
coachman. Thatcher. the usual notary. writes "The sig
nature is genuine" - meaning that of the coachman 
William Brown, not that of Lincoln (which was added 
later). 

4. Authentic Autograph Endorse-ment, signed, 7 May 
1862, on rear of letter of recommendation. 

5. Clearly a printed letter (a facsimile of a forgery. actual
ly) on fake parchment - paper which was not actually 
used at that time. 

6. Harry Sickles forgery, with the MBrown" authentication 
on the rear (see #4 above). 

7. Printed Gettysburg Address - the original folds can be 
faintly seen on the second page. (We understand that 
the Abraham Lincoln Book Shop gets called no less 
than four times each week by owners of a ·genuine 
copy passed down through the family.~ Forget that it Is 
"reproduced on antiqued parchment that looks and 
fePls old ... " once again. paper not used at the time.) 

8. Printed facsimile of the famous "Hooker" letter: .... .I will 
risk the clictatorship ... go forward, and give us victo
ries." 

9. Authentic legal document signed twice: in the body as 
··Abraham Lincoln" and at the end "A. Lincoln. Guardian 
al Item." The last line is also in Lincoln's hand. 

10 . .Joseph Cosey forgery-the most famed of Lincoln forg
ers. A chemist, he was able to make a close equivalent 
of the ink Lincoln used. And he worked only in freehand 
(we'll give him that!). 

1 1. Free-hand forgery. 

12. Joseph Cosey forgery. 

13. Authentic letter in Elmer Ellsworth's hand (the first 
commissioned officer to die in the Civil War) which 
Lincoln has signed. 

14. Printed facsimile o( one of Lincoln's most famous let
ters: "Wanting to work Is so rare a merit, that It should 
be encouraged." The paper. folds, and smearing are 
dose to the original. 

15. Joseph Cosey forgery. 

I 
CLASSIC LINCOLN BOOKS-BACK IN PRINT 

~
~nolaUOllf' 

A Treasury of Lincoln Quotations 
by Frtd Ktmtr 
An indispensable volume for any Lincoln student. 
Organized alphabetically, this edition has• new introduction 
by noted Lincoln scholar Harold Holzer. Of the fim 
edition, the American Libr,ry Association nid •Ouuunding 
Reference Book of the Y car." {320p., index). $20.00 paper. 

Lincoln As A Lawyer 
by John P. Frank 
A penetrating analysis of Lincoln's legal p.-.ctice. 01 this 
work, David Donald says, "This book casts more light on 
Lincoln's law practice and tells us more about the kind of 
lawyer Lincoln was, than anything else I h2vc ever seen." 
{208p., index, frontis). ~.00 cloth, $20.00 p2pcr. 

The Great American Myth 
by Gtorgt S. Bryan 
The classic history of the assassin2tion. Dennis Showalter of 
The Colondo College for "Small Press• s.iys this is •• key 
work in enabluhing • mional and sophisticated m2trix for 
the molysis of the t.iscinating issue of Lincoln's assa.ss1112tion." 
(436p., illus., index). $40.00 cloth, $20.00 paper. 

GARDNER'S PHOTO-VIVIDLY REPRODUCED 

The quintessential Abmom Lincoln pose. uken one 
week prior to his Genysburg Address. This photo 
coptures the President• s somber mood. His most 
funous photo, it shows our soocenth president at the 
hetght of bis poliucal career. H1' strength of charocter 
is most evident, along with his determin•tion 211d 
confidence. 

This high quality reprint of Gardner's photograph, 
c:aprures the d,u:ity 2nd qua! ity of \Ul original 
photo&"'pb. Rendered in matte finish, archivally 
mmed on srurdy foam core, with • descriptive I.be! on 
the rnr, ,hrink-wr:ipped and ready to frame. Photo is 
s• x 10•, overall size is II J/4• x 131/2". $24.95. 

To Order Any Item: 
Please mc/ude S4.00 $1,/pping and Handling/or the 

Firs/ item ond SJ.00/or eflch additional Item. 

Phone or Fax orders accepted. YIMC 
Dealer ll1J/ulrles lnvlud 

ff~ 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
1100& SIOP, INC. 
357 w.,. 0,lc:ogo.Ava>uc • Olica8<>. IJlilois 60610 
312.~◄.308S • Fax312.9«.SS49 

Since 1938, Specialists in Lincolniana, Civil War and U.S. Presidents 
Catul08$ Issued • Send $5.00 for Sample Issue 
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§notber ~reat jf tnb! 

R 
ail Splitter Editor Don Ackerman is 
thrilled to share this photo of a 
recent acquisition. The story 
behind his find is meant to enlight
en (pun intended) - and to show 

the Importance of knowing your history! 
This piece is a tin and glass parade 

lantern. It is engineered to swing freely 

The Rail Splitter ,p::>r, 

Jonathan H. Mann - Publisher 

from its wire frame and was carried about 
on a long wooden pole. There are four 
panels composed of red, white, and blue 
glass. Three panels depict a bell, the 
fourth the Roman numerals for "eleven." 
The dealer who had it for sale at a 
Connecticut antiques show occasionally 
carries political items and, while an 
acknowledged expert in one very specific 
field, had only rudimentary knowledge 
on this sort or material. Nonetheless, he 
attempted an "educated attribution." 
Someone many years ago had written the 
number "92" on the wooden shaft. This 
apparently indicated a dale of manufac
ture, 1892. The "eleven" therefore must 
stand for the 11th Ward. Both Boston and 
Philadelphia had this many voting wards, 
so the city or origin was one of these. 
Finally, the bell was a representation of 
the Liberty Bell. Philadelphia ... Liberty 
Bell ... right? 

The real signilicance of the number 
"92" is a mystery. It represents an ele
ment that Alfred Hitchcock was fond of 
inserting in his films, the "red herring" -

Donald L. Ackerman - Editor-in-Chief 

Curtis Lindner - Associate Editor 

Johnny Zhivago - Layout/Design 

Conyers Davis - Multi-media Editor 

something to distract you from finding 
the real culprit. The 11th Ward is a good 
guess, but pinpointing the city is harder. 
The bell Is an elegant rebus representing 
John Bell, the Constitutional Union Party 
candidate who was one or Lincoln's 
opponents in 1860. (fhis style of lantern 
is typical of the L850's and 60's, not the 
90's.) Even though the item was not as 
represented, don't count on Don return
ing it for a refund anytime soon! ~ 

Rail Splitter Editor Donald Ackerman 
working on the next issue 

Editors 

David B. Yount, Dr. Edmund B. Sullivan, 

John D. Pfeifer, Gary Garland 
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