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THE CONSPIRATORS: 

A 
Their Tangible Trail 

Stuart K Lutz 

small group of eight ragged men and one woman, led by 
a charming and manipulative actor, radically changed the course 
of American history in late 1864 and early 1865. Collectively, they 
plotted to kidnap the President, then changed that idea to kill 
him after the surrender of Robert E. Lee. Very few events i□ our 
history have so altered the course and policy of the nation. 
America continued along the same course after the assassina
tions of Presidents James Garfield, William McKinley and even 
John F'. Kennedy. And America was not so immediately affected 
by notable events such as the Moon landing, the election of 
Franklin Roosevelt, or the development of the telegraph, tele
phone, transistor or light bulb. But reverberations Crom the 
Lincoln assassination were both immediate and radical. 

I□ my specialty, the autograph lield, Booth's signature is 
considered rare because so much of his material was destroyed 
by an outraged public after the assassination. Yet while 
researching this article, I was shocked to learn that Booth is far 
more common in both autograph and general memorabilia than 
almost any of the other conspirators, many of whom were on the 
fringes of society and left little behind . 

.l'ioR: I do not consider this a flnished work but rather just a 
beginning. We would be very happy if readers wrote to The Rail 
Splitter, informlng us of previously unknown relics and artifacts 
related to the conspirators, with the hope of publishing an 
update to this study. And now, on to the show ... 

~......._ THE ZABRISKIE LEGACY 

~ Donald L. Ackerman 

Samuel Bland Arnold 
(1834-1906) 

Arnold, a Maryland native, was a boy
hood friend of John Wilkes Booth. He 
served for a short while in the 
Confederate Army but was dis
charged due to bad health. He spent 
the remainder of the War as a clerk 
while taking care of his ill mother. 
Arnold was involved in the early plot 
to kidnap Lincoln as the President 
rode to the Soldier's Home. He decided to leave the conspiracy in 
mid-March, 1865 after the North resumed prisoner-of-war 
exchanges. Arnold also feared that heightened security around 
Washington would make any such plot quite impossible. On April 
2nd, Arnold began working as a clerk at Old Point Comfort, 
Virginia. He lasted fifteen days before being arrested - just three 
days after the assassination. Despite his removal from the assas
sination plot, the military commission sentenced Arnold to life at 
hard labor - the commission argued that there was no difference 
between the kidnapping and assassination plots. Arnold was 
imprisoned at Fort Jefferson in Florida until being pardoned by 
President Andrew Johnson in 1869. In 1867, Arnold, interviewed 
in prison by a Congressional investigator, confessed and later 
apologized for his role. In 1901, after the widespread printing of 
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ew collectors of political Americana know the name Andrew C. 
Zabriskie. But numismatists (coin collectors) are more than 
familiar with that moniker - and, more importantly, what it rep
resents in the way of provenance. Zabriskie was one of the most 
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prominent collectors of American coinage in the late-nineteenth and early twentieth cen
turies. In fact, Zabriskie served as President of the American Numismatic Society at the turn
of-the century. The sale of his collection by Henry Chapman in 1909 is considered, even today, 
a seminal event. 

Ancient history ... why then, should today's Lincoln collector be concerned with him? 
F'or one thing, he amassed what will always be considered the single finest assemblage of 
Lincoln tokens, medals, and political badges. Second, in 1873, at the age of nineteen, he pub- _ 
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From the 
Publisher 

As I read Don's article on the 
Zabriskie Sale. I became fixated by 
a peculiar phenomenon - something 
best described as a "grammatical 

adjustment." 
The names of monumental auctions 

and key collections are often elevated to 
become proper nouns. When we refer to 
the Streeter Sale (one of the most impor
tant book and autograph auctions of the 
century), we not only capitalize the name 
of the owner, Streeter, but we capitalize 
"Sale.~ The Streeter Sale was a seminal 
event - as such, it now enjoys status 
reserved for proper names. We do the 
same with important holdings: the 
Barrett Collection. We naturally capital
ize Oliver Barrett's name, but we now 
also capitalize "Collection." In a sense, 
we show our respect by taking this 
license with the English language. 
Certainly there must be a name for this 
process... a term that connotes the 
bestowing of such accolades. 

Until recently, dictionaries were of 
limited use for those with a definition in 
mind but needing to find a word that 
matched. But technology has remedied 
this. Now that the Oxford English 
Dictionary is on a CD-Rom, you can key-in 
phrases and effectively do a backwards
search. Unfortunately, with my ponder
ing, nothing quite matched. I was con
vinced there was a single word that best 
defined my phenomenon. A good friend, 
Howard Daitz, quite a wordsmith in his 
own rights, was likewise stumped - he 
suggested that I call Madeline Kripke. 

Ms. Kripke is a true lexicographer -
not only has she helped compile dictio
naries, she deals In them. She is perhaps 
the only dealer in this country working 
exclusively with dictionaries: antique, 
rare, foreign language ... the obscure and 
hard-to-find. She offered a few ideas, but 
still, nothing quite fit my definition. She 
then speculated on a possibility I never 
considered - perhaps no single word 
existed that accounted for my observa
tion. Refusing to accept this prospect, I 
pressed on. Perhaps a professional ety
mologist might oCfer some help. 

Those who "etymologize" trace the 

history of words. But an etymologist not 
only determines the origins of words and 
their true meaning, he or she appreciates 
the subtleties of language and the evolu
tion of various terms. Certainly someone 
with such insight would know the right 
word. The only etymologist I could think 
of was William Saiire. His Sunday column 
in the New York Times often presents the 
derivation of words bandied about in that 
week's news. 

Unfortunately for my deadline with 
The Rail Splitter and this column. Safire 
had a deadline of his own. He didn't have 
time to consider my query. But his assis
tant suggested I contact the world's lead
ing authority on the English language -
the etymologist employed as Editor of 
The Oxford English Dictionary - David 
Crystal. I asked how to reach Mr. Crystal. 
My disappointment at learning he lived in 
Scotland was alleviated when given his e
mail address. I immediately sent my 
question along, articulating the process 
as best I could by citing examples such as 
the "Crocker Collection of Llncolniana." 
Within a day I received the following 
response: 

I recognize the phenomenon you 
describe, but don'/ know of any te,m in the 
literature which captures what's going on 
semantically when one capitalizes a word 
in this way. We could invent one, of 
course. The crucial point is that the word 
is being high/it, given special importance. 
So, on the model of 'eponym' (where an 
individual's name is used in a more com
mon way), I would suggest spondonym 
(Greek spondaios 'important' + -nym). 

With good wishes, 
David Crystal 

There you have it. From now on, 
when this journal reports on auctions, 
collections, sales and the like we deem of 
such importance that we capitalize the 
full name, we have created a new "spon
donym." And yes ... I fully appreciate how 
subjective this may seem. But the power 
of the press is always tempered by those 
with a true sense of responsibility! 

This double-issue marks the start of 
our fifth year of publishing The Rail 
Splitter. As always, thank you for your 
support. 
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This statue greets visitors to Carte 
Park, a small green just across the 
street from Urbana High School In 
Urbana, IL. That city was one of the 
the circuit-court stops in Lincoln's 
days as a prairie lawyer. This photo
graph was sent in by Rall Splitter Kim 
Gellre of Champaign, IL, who informs 
us that the artist. Lorado Taft, also did 
another work in Urbana - The Alma 
Mater at the University of Illinois. 
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continued from cover -

an obituary for Arnold - mistakenly just another person with the 
same name - the conspirator ·surfaced" to tell his story and set 
the record straight. In 1902 his Memoirs were published in serial 
form. They provide fartual and credible evidence that the scheme 
was not part ol a Confederate operation and Booth was not a 
rogue agent. (For those wishing to learn more, we highly recom
mend Samuel Bland ArnoId·s Memoirs of a Uncoln Conspirator. 
Edited by Michael W Kauffman, Heritage Books, 1995.) 

Known Artifacts. Despite living forty-one years after the assassi
nation, very little Arnold material has surfaced over the years. 
The well-known Lincoln assassination expert Michael Kauffman, 
in a recent communication, stated that "Arnold's descendants 
are just recently surfacing. but they have very little personal 
effects.· Perhaps the finest piece to surface in the intervening 
years was Arnold's personal journal. It was once owned by the 
noted autograph and historic manuscript dealer Bruce 
Glmelson. According to Gimelson, the journal was 120 pages and 
something he had obtained in a Charles Harnllton sale in the late 
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1960s. In the diary, 
Arnold mentions 
and describes all of 
the conspirators. 
Perhaps the finest 
part of this Journal 
Is a description of 
Arnold's meetings 
with Booth and his 

~--------------~ proclamation that 

From the last page of Arnold's personal Journal. he wanted out of 
the conspiracy. 

Arnold further describes how Booth threatened to kill him. 
_ Gimelson also once owned correspondence between Arnold 

,...._-=,,.,-=--,.-, ,-.----. .. -. """.--.-. - .. -. """c.,__.,..._..,. __ --,--.,...., and the writer, Isaac 
,, ' ~ Markens, the man who 

,11" •14't~ /l•w. /u i./a,< t,/.j/lfU.//.., 1•••f' 
•• ,, .,t,C ... .,. . ,,--~ . ., ,.✓, .,..-" once tried to prove that 

/.,, /.J-./.. .J ---

Abraham Lincoln was 
Jewish. In this archive of 
four letters and a signed 

~ ,;_/ •✓"'·; ~ photograph, Arnold 
L ,.;;,.•,, ,,._,_,;,, • claimed that he had -- • ' ~-----------~ never seen John Surratt 

An Arnold letter on the assassination. until they were in court 
together. Gimelson adds 
that "This, of course, was 

a lie." Lincoln collector Louise Taper also 
owns a manuscript by Arnold, as well 

as a photograph. In a related area, 
Kauffman notes that oil portraits of 
Arnold's parents were recently 
donated to the Surratt House in 
Clinton, Maryland. This from-life 
photograph of an aged Arnold, by J. 
Orville Johnson of Washington, D.C., 

is believed to be his last photograph. 

The last photograph of the aged conspirator. 
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George A. Atzerodt 
(1835-1865) 

Atzerodt, a German native, was 
the oldest of the Lincoln conspira
tors and a struggling wagon painter 
by trade. He had a thick German 
accent and was a short, powerful 
man. During the Civil War. Atzerodt 
ferried Confederate spies across the 
Potomac in southern Maryland near 
his hometown of Port Tobacco; later, 
Booth would cross the river from 
Maryland to Virginia near this same 
spot. Atzerodt knew a young local Confederate sympathizer 
named John Surratt and most likely introduced Booth to Surratt. 
At first, Atzerodt agreed to furnish a boat to Booth, enjoying his 
association with the famous and affluent actor. Early on the morn
ing of April 14, as the plot was switched from kidnapping to assas
sination, Atzerodt was then assigned to kill Vice President 
Andrew Johnson who was staying at the Kirkwood House, a 
Washington hotel. Losing his nerve at some point during the day, 
Atzerodt spent his time drinking at a local inn. He fled to western 
Maryland and was arrested on April 20th at his cousin's home. 
Atzerodt had already confessed to being part of the kidnapping 
plot. At lhe conspiracy trial, Atzerodt's attorney argued that his 
client was too cowardly to actua!Jy perform the murder of 
Johnson. On June 30th, he was sentenced to be hanged - that sen
tence carried out on July 7th. 

Known Artifacts. Very Httle of Atzerodt's personal effects are 
known to remain extant, but most certainly the museum in the 
basement of Ford's Theater is the largest repository. In one dis
play case, there are two knives owned by Atzerodt. Also on dis
play are two forms of neck-wear worn by Atzerodt: one was his 
necktie; the other a portion of the noose used to hang him . 
According to Powell expert Betty Ownsbey, Atzerodt's manu
script confession is still owned by the family of W. E. Doster, the 
man assigned to 
serve as counsel 
for both Powell 
and Atzerodt. 

David Edgar 
Herold 

(1846-1865) 

Herold was 
Booth's compan
ion for the eleven 
days he was on the run. Herold, the son of a government clerk, 
lived in Washington during the War with his sisters and widowed 
mother. While working as a pharmacist's clerk, Herold met Booth 
when he delivered the actor some drugs to treat a neck growth. 
Herold, an avid hunter, was familiar with lower Maryland, where 
Booth planned to nee. On the night of the assassination, it is 
believed that Herold was supposed to guide Powell out of the 
nation's capital. At the Navy Yard Bridge, he told the sentry that 
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his name was "Smith" and that he was returning to White Plains, 
Maryland. Somewhere before Surrattsville, he caught up with 
Booth. Together, they stopped at the Surratt Tavern to pick up 
some guns and liquor for Booth's broken leg. They then stopped 
at the Mudd House where the doctor set Booth's leg, leaving the 
next afternoon, perhaps 18 hours after the shooting and six 
hours after Lincoln's death. The two were finally caught in 
Richard Garrett's barn. Herold surrendered and was tied to a tree 
while the tobacco barn was lit. Booth tried in vain to tell the 
authorities that Herold had nothing to do with the assassination, 
but it was of no use. Herold was executed with the three others. 

Known Artifacts. Very few Herold pieces have surfaced over the 
years, other than a few photographs. Apparently, there is only 
one known autograph in the National Archives Lincoln 
Assassination Suspects File, though I was unable to obtain a 
reproduction. A nightshirt believed to have been worn by Herold 
is at the Surratt House. According to Michael Kaulfman, Herold's 
"descendants were never allowed to discuss Uncle Dave.'" 

Dr. Samuel A. Mudd 
(1833-1883) 

Dr. Mudd was a well-known and 
prestigious doctor in Southern 
Maryland. The son of a prosperous 
slave owner and planter, young Samuel 
attended St. John's College, Georgetown 
College and the Baltimore Medical 
School. His father gave him a 200 acre 
farm worked by eleven slaves. There is 
little doubt that he had strong 

Confederate sympathies. In late 1864, Mudd twice met John 
Wilkes Booth. Booth once spent the night at the Mudd House in 
November 1864 and again met Mudd in late December 1864 in 
Washington where the two conspirators were joined by John 
Surratt in a hotel room. At 4am on April 15, Booth and Herold 
knocked on Mudd's door - the "obliging" doctor put Booth's leg 
in a splint. Booth then slept in the upstairs bedroom before 
departing in the afternoon with some crutches made by Mudd. 
Officials questioned Mudd on April 18th and arrested him on 
April 24th. He was charged with the other conspirators, found 
guilty, and sentenced to life at hard labor. He was shipped to the 
brutally hot Fort Jefferson at Dry Tortugas, Florida. There, he 
served as a nurse in the hospital and after an escape attempt, was 
more heavily confined. He later worked in the carpentry shop, 
where he constructed boxes and other trinkets. In 1867, yellow 
fever erupted in the prison, claiming the prison's doctor and sick
ening Mudd himself. He cared for many of the sick, and in return, 
a pardon petition was signed by every noncommissioned officer 
and soldier there. President Andrew Johnson pardoned Mudd at 
the end of his term in 1869. He returned to his farm and resumed 
his medical practice and served in the Maryland legislature. He 
died of pneumonia in 1883. 

Known Artifacts. Mudd relics and signatures are perhaps the 
most "common" of the conspirators - he was an educated man 
who corresponded frequently with his family. And, his family has 
taken great steps to preserve his memory, and part of this is 
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21,,,,~.,,,,,,,..,, _. book The Life of Pr, 
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Most of the letters 
From a letter written and signed by Dr. Mudd. used in this work, how-

ever, were stolen, per
haps by the family's disgruntled maid. Despite there being more 
material related to Mudd than the others, what has surfaced in 
public sales is quite limited. To show how rare and expensive 
Mudd signed letters are, an Autograph Letter Signed, October 21, 
1865, sold at a Sotheby's sale more than twenty years ago for an 
astonishing $3,250 - at a time when Lincoln signed commissions 

were only bringing $500! It was a letter 
Mudd had written to his brother 
Jeremiah, describing prison life and 
detailing his escape attempt. Many 
original Mudd possessions reside 
today in the Dr. Samuel A. Mudd 
home, and Mudd's youngest grand
daughter, Louise Mudd Arehart, 
was kind enough to write out a list 
for this article. In the parlor is the 

Dr. Mudd's medical kit. famous (or infamous) sofa on which 
Mudd set Booth's leg. Also in that 

room is a game table and desk Dr. Mudd made while imprisoned. 
The hall showcase features some jewelry boxes Dr. Mudd made 
while in prison, as well as prison keys, the doctor's tooth puller (I 
get goose bumps just thinking about that instrument of torture!), 
a cane made by the imprisoned doctor, his mortar and pestle, and 
his medical book. The house is filled with other Mudd family pos
sessions, such as portraits of Dr. Mudd's parents, dishes, tables 
and chairs, and too many other things to be named. Additionally, 
there are a few Mudd possessions at the Ford Theater Museum, 
including the key to Mudd's cell at Fort Jefferson, Mudd's surgical 
kit and Mudd's shackles. 

Michael O'Laughlin 
(J-1867) 

O'Laughlin was a boyhood friend 
of Booth who later served in the 
Confederate Army. After the Battle of 
Antietam. he returned to Baltimore tak
ing the oath of allegiance. During the 
remainder of the War, he owned a feed 
business with his brother. When Booth 
started plotting, O'Laughlin was one of 
his first recruits. He roomed with 
Arnold for a while in Baltimore. After 
the failed attempt to kidnap Lincoln on 
March 17th, O'Laughlin renounced the plot and returned to 
Baltimore. Unfortunately, he returned to Washington on April 
13th to see the Union celebrations. At the time o[ the assassina
tion, O'Laughlin was drinking in a Washington bar then returning 
to Baltimore the following day. Two days later, he surrendered to 
authorities and was tried with the other conspirators. Some of 
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Samuel Arnold's confession implicated O'Laughlin who was sen
tenced to life at hard labor. He was shipped with Mudd, Spangler 
and Arnold to Fort Jefferson. O'Laughlin died of yellow fever on 
September 23, 1867. 

Known Artifacts, Outside of the few known photographs, there 
appears to be little, U any, known artifacts. According to expert 
Michael Kauffman. a collateral descendent living in Baltimore has 
a few items, such as a Michael's penknife. None of the major, pri
vately held Lincoln collections seem 
to include any O'Laughlin material. 

Lewis Powell 
(1845-1865) 

Known Artifacts. Considering his short life and general lack of 
education, there are more known relics and artifacts associated 
with Powell than most of the other conspirators - save the 
Surratts and Mudd. There are two known Powell signatures, both 
located in the National Archives. One, signed "Powell," was a 
clothing receipt he signed during his service with Mosby. The 
other, signed "Paine," was his January 1865 oath of allegiance. 
Supposedly, there exists a Powell letter written home while in 
the army, but the family is having difficulty locating it. According 
to Powell expert Betty Ownsbey, the conspirator was known to 
have kept a diary during his Mosby service. It was among his 
personal effects and later given to his girlfriend Betty Meredith; 
it was known to have been in existence as late as 1903. Ms. 
Ownsbey has looked for it for over 20 years without any success. 
But, during the course of her research, Ms. Ownsbey has uncov-

Lewis Powell (or Paine, Payne or ered some family photographs of Powell-including one when he 
Wood) was an Alabama boy who was age two. She is uncertain of where Powe.H's assassination 
enlisted in the Second Florida clothing - his pants, hat, boots, coat, and wallet - can be found 
Infantry at the start of the Civil War. but given that they were used as evidence in the trial, she is con-
He was captured at Gettysburg and fident that they most likely still exist. 
forced to be a nurse at a local hospi- The collection at Ford's Theater owns several important 
taJ. He soon escaped and joined John Powell pieces, including the revolver he used to club Frederick 
Mosby's feared cavalry. In January Seward. Additionally, they own his comb, toothbrush and pickax. 
1865, he took the oath of allegiance Dr. John Lattimer, who possesses one of the premier collections 
and signed his name as "Paine." It is of Lincolniana, owns the manacles used to restrain Powell during 
believed that Booth and Powell met I .-✓.. . ~Cdt:-. I the trial. Lattimer also has a portion of the noose used to hang 
while Powell served in Mosby's ~ C/ e:,,c:J~ Powell and Mrs. Surratt, as well as part of the gallows beam. Dr. 
group, forming a "mutually benefi- Lattimer describes the lengths of rope from the nooses as "two 
ciar friendship. The tall, muscular .:k ;Tc}_._ or three feet long, with a hangman's knot of eight turns. They'd 
Powell was needed to do the dirty ~-------~ probably be four or five feet long if completely unwound." 
work, while Booth's money enabled Powell to live with a degree According to a Schoharie, New York antiques dealer, Paul 
of comfort. Powell was involved in the aborted March 17th kid- Weisberg, who sold the Powell and Surratt nooses to Lattimer 
napping of Lincoln. On the evening of April 14th, Powell - about twenty years ago, the ropes came from the estate of one of 
assigned the task of murdering the Secretary of State - went to Stanton's relatives. One might assume that the vengeful 
William Seward's home pretending to be a nurse delivering med- Secretary wanted a section of the ropes for his own collection. 
icine. Seward was recovering from a carriage accident at the Similar pieces of these ropes are known in other holdings. 
time. His son Frederick, suspicious of Powell and refusi.ng him There are two other interesting Powell "artifacts" worth 
admittance, was pistol whipped into uncon- mentioning. Ms. Ownsbey notes that a 
sciousness by the large brute who then Michigan woman made claims to being 
dashed up the stairs to complete his mission. Powell's illegitimate granddaughter - a fact 
Powell stabbed Seward in the face several that has never been verified. And, a final 
times, piercing his cheek. Jt is believed that "relic" ls the conspirator's skull itself! A few 
the heavy neck brace Seward wore from the The hand-shackles used on Powell. years back, the Smithsonian began the 
earlier accident saved his life. (Seward's life (Lattimer Collection) process of identifying skeletal and human 
was also saved by the quick actions of the -------------- remains that had bee1: Jonated to the nation-
attending nurse, George T. Robinson.) As he al collection since Its founding by James 
made his way out of the house, Powell wounded two more peo- Smithson. This process included the returning of Native 
pie, including another Seward son, Augustus. Around midnight of American remains for proper, ceremonial burials with various 
April 17th, officers pieced together enough of the conspiracy to Indian Tribes. During the course of this "house cleaning," the 
arrest the occupants of the Surratt boarding house. While the skull of Lewis Powell was found. Apparently, his body was never 
otficials were there, Powell appeared at the house with a pickax claimed and his skull, .. 
on his shoulder and a cap made from the sleeve of his under- ~emove~ before the bur- I :,--~i/f~111 
shirt. He asked whether Mrs. Surratt wanted him to start digging 1al of his body In the __....., .J;t;/11. 
a gutter that day, and when Mrs. Surratt denied knowiJ1g him, he grounds near the place : &.r 
was arrested. It was a short time later when the officers realized of his incarceration and , ~L 
who they had. Powell was tried with the other conspirators and execution, remained in 
sentenced to hang. He was the most stoic of the men on the gal- federal hands. Just three years ago the skull was returned to lam-
lows. Due to the size of his thick neck, the rope failed to break ily members for interment ln a family plot in Florida. 
his spinal cord, forcing him to suffocate at the end of the rope. 
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Edman "Edward" Spangler 
(?-1871) 

Spangler, raised in York, PA, was 
early acquainted with the Booth family 
and knew John Wilkes Booth as a child. 
Spangler, who worked at Ford's Theater 
for four years, was a valued employee 
who was allowed to sleep from time-to
time in the Theater. He worked there as 
a carpenter by day and a scene shifter at 
night. On the night of the assassination, 
Booth asked Spangler to hold his horse 

by the rear door. Spangler was busy working that night and had 
no time for Booth, so he asked John "Peanut" Burroughs to look 
after the horse. Spangler then returned to his station and was 
there when the shot was fired. Spangler was tried for supposedly 
intimidating people to not divulge which way Booth had fled. He 
was found guilty of aiding in the escape and sentenced to six 
years at hard labor. He served his time at Fort Jefferson and was 
pardoned by President Andrew .Johnson in 1869. He formed a 
close friendship with Mudd while in prison, and moved to the 
Mudd Farm after his release. Mudd gave him five acres to farm -
he died peacefully there eighteen months later. 
Known Artifacts. There are few known Spangler relics. Ford's 

Theater owns an 81 foot coil of rope that Spangler used at the 
Theatre. The National Archives owns a statement signed on April 
15, 1865 concerning Booth's escape. There are two artifacts at 
the Mudd House: a signed Bible in the upstairs display case, and 
a wooden plane with his name carved on both ends. They also 
own a game table, a shell box and a desk that Spangler is 
believed to have made while in prison. 

John Harrison Surratt, Jr. 
(1844-1916) 

Surratt, one of Mary and Joh□ 
Surratt's three children, was the last 
living conspirator. When the War start
ed in 1861, Surratt left St. Charles 
College to become a Confederate spy 
observing and reporting on the move
ments of Union troops around 
Washington, D.C. In late 1864, Booth met 
Surratt and revealed the grand kidnap
ping plan; Surratt was enthralled and 
joined the scheme. After the failed March 17th 
kidnapping attempt, Surratt, like O'Laughlin and Arnold, left the 
group. According to witnesses, Surratt was in Elmira, New York 
when Lincoln was killed; he was running messages between 
Richmond and Confederate sympathizers in Canada, and was In 
Elmira to sketch the Federal POW camp there. Surratt quickly 
realized his predicament and fled to Canada, then making his 
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way to England and eventually the 
Papal States. There, he was employed 
as a Papal Zouave until a Canadian 
revealed his true identity. He was 
arrested but soon escaped. After 
three weeks. he was rearrested in 
Alexandria, Egypt and returned to 
America to stand trial for murder. The 
trial took place in the summer of 
1867, ending in a hung jury - Surratt 
was then set free. He started on the 
lecture tour, often claiming that he 
knew nothing of the Lincoln assassi
nation plot. He also retold a story 
where he stood up to Booth when the 
eventual assassin suggested murder
ing the President. During his speech
es, he also defended himself against 
charges of abandoning his mother in 
her hour of need. Surratt later moved 
to Baltimore, where he worked for the 
Old Bay Line Company. 

Known Artifacts. Given that he lived 
the longest following the assassination 
and toured a great deal, Surratt is the 
candidate for having the greatest num
ber of extant artifacts. A 1901 
Autograph Letter Signed (ALS) sold at 
Charles Hamilton Galleries in 1981 for 
$800. It was simply a letter to a J.C. 
Smith regarding Baltimore Stearn 
Packet Company business. We have 
heard reports of other letters in circu
lation, including one that recently 
sold, but so far such correspondence 
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recalls once having 
sold a poster promoting John Surratt's tour. 

Mary E. Surratt 
(1823-1865) 

Surratt, born Mary Jenkins, edu
cated at a Catholic school, married 
John Surratt In 1840. Together they 
had three children: John Jr., a fellow 

conspirator, Anna and Isaac, a 
Confederate soldier. Her husband was 

postmaster of SurrattsviUe (now Clinton), 
Maryland and ran a small tavern there. In 

1864, two years alter her husband died, she rented 
her country farm and moved to a boarding house on H Street, 
where she rented rooms to Booth (who often met there with 
Powell and Atzerodt). On the day of the assassination, she was 
visited by Booth, wbo asked her to deliver a pair of field glasses 
to her Surrattsville tavern, which she did. She also told the man 
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who rented the farm, John Lloyd, to have the pieces. Joan Chaconas, Director or the Surratt 
shooting irons ready; her son, along with House, said that relatively speaking, there are 
Herold and Atzerodt, had already hidden them not many items related to Mary still to be 
there. On the night of April 17, she was arrest- found. She suspects, however, that the family 
ed with her entire household. At that very still owns a great deal. The Surratt House 
moment, Powell knocked on the door, though Museum owns her parlor table, desk. eyeglass-
she claimed never to have seen him before. es, watch, prayer book and handkerchief. The 
She was tried together with the others, but key to her prison cell can be found on exhibit at 
given slightly better treatment during her F'ord's Theater. Dr. Lattimer owns a portion of 
incarceration - she did not have to wear the the noose used in her execution [see the Powell 
suffocating hoods that Stanton decreed be article for a full description of the rope's prove-
placed over each of the conspirator's heads nance], as well as a lock of her hair. Other locks 
while imprisoned. She was found guilty and of her hair, with somewhat suspect prove-
sentenced to hang. On July 6th, when it was Nooses fashioned from portions of the ropes nance, are now being circulated. Supposedly, 
learned that she was to die the next day, fran- used in the executions of Surratt and Powell. after the hanging and before the burial, a small 
tic efforts were made to spare her from the (Lattimer Collection) lock was clipped and given to Anna, her faithful 
gallows. Five of the nine military trial com- -------------- daughter who remained with her until her 
missioners pleaded for leniency. Mary's daughter, Anna, unsuc- death. This is the "source" for examples recently in the market. 
cessfully tried to sway President Johnson. Powell pleaded that Ms. Chaconas related a story of an elderly lady In Florida who 
she knew nothing of the conspiracy and Stephen Douglas' widow claimed to be a descendent in possession of some mementos and 
personally asked the President to give her more time to live. relics; she has never been heard from again. The New York Public 
Mary Surratt became the first woman ever executed by the Library has the original carte-de-visite of Mrs. Surratt from Benn 
Federal government. To this day, her execution has been a great Pittman's papers as well as some of her correspondence. 
source of controversy. A nwnber of Surratt's letters remain extant - a small group 

Known Artifacts. Like Mudd, whose family has preserved his 
memory, artifacts and house, Surratt has a number of known 

having been written to her priest. California collector, Louise 
Taper, owns one such letter from the late 1850s, that example with 
references to her children. In 1978, Sotheby's sold a Surratt letter 
from the prestigious Sang collection. This two-page 1858 letter 
was addressed to her father and debated removing her eldest son, 
Isaac, from the influence of her drunken husband. The price was a 
then astounding $2,000. The New York Historical Society owns two 
Surratt letters: one dated September 28, 1858; the other is undat
ed. Dr. Lattimer also owns one of her letters. The Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania owns at least two of ber letters addressed 
to her priest, the Reverend Joseph M. Flnotti. They appear to have 
been acquired when his estate was sold shortly after his death in 
1879. Dr. Joseph George, a professor of History at Villanova, recent
ly published these two letters in the Maryland Historical Magazine. 
One letter is dated January 15, 1855 and the other is May 13th, 1855, 
and both discuss her children's activities. continued next page 

We are pleased to announce that Kim Bauer, Historical Research 
Specialist at the Henry Horner Lincoln Collection in the lllinois State 

Historical Library, has agreed to be a regular contributor to 
The Rail Splitter. His fi.rst effort takes the form of a contest! 

The carte-de-visite pictured here, from the Henry Horner Lincoln 
Collection, has the typical, and universally recognized photo of 
Lincoln. Who are the nine men surrounding him? Perhaps the 

Lincoln Baseball Club with Abe as manager? The fi.rst correct entry 
received identifying the nine gentlemen will entitle the sender to two 
free years of this publication. (Employees and their families from the 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency and the Lincoln Legal Papers 
are not eligible!) The correct answer, along with Kim's story about 

the CDV, will appear in the next Rail Splitter. 
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The Knife Controversy 
There is a controversy surrounding the knife that Powell used to 

stab Secretary Seward: al least two parties claim to have the original. 
While no opinion is offered here as to 
which one is more valid or correct, we 
present the facts as we understand 
them and leave "judgment" to others. 

knife, which very closely resembles the Huntington's. As for the 
knife itself, it has never been on display. It is about a foot long 
with an eight inch blade. It was manufactured by William 
Jackson and Company or Sheffield, England and states on the 

blade "Rio Grande Campknife." 
According to Rhodehamel, this fur
ther matches the other knives on 
display at Ford's Theater. 

One knife is owned by the 
Huntington Library in San Marino, 
California. The museum's curator, 
John Rhodehamel, was kind enough 
to provide us with the background 
for their knife. He began by explain
Ing the carriage accident Seward 
had, and that a soldier named 
Robinson was assigned to both pro

The "Seward" knife found at the Huntington. 

The ·'competing" Seward
Powell knife is owned by Dr. John 
Lattimer, owner of the foremost pri
vate collection of Lincoln 
Assassination artifacts In the coun
try. Dr. Lattimer was kind enough to 
write a letter detailing the origin of 
his knife: " ... At least three knives 
have been claimed to be the one 

The "Seward" knife owned by Dr. John Lattimer. 

tect the Secretary of State and to serve as his nurse during his 
recuperation. During the Powell attack, Robinson did much to 
protect Seward, and was lionized for his actions. He was given 
awards by the government, and Secretary of War Stanton went 
so far as to give the knife to Robinson in 1866, although most of 
the weapons associated with the assassination are in Ford's 
Theater. At the conspiracy trial, live knives were introduced into 
evidence - Booth apparently bought them in January 1865, most 
likely in New York. Rhodehamel further explained that in 1971, a 
Robinson descendant gave a number of papers to the 
Huntington Library, Including the knife. The weapon was accom
panied by a letter from Stanton which the Library cites as 
irrefutable provenance. Rhodehamel also noted that in the 
National Archives can be found a tracing of the definite Seward 

used to stab Seward. Mine was given to Dr. Wilcox, the Army 
doctor who attended all three Sewards on that hectic night. All 
three inscribed a grateful note to him. A year or so later, Sgt. 
Robinson, the male nurse, asked Stanton if he could have the 
knife, as a souvenir. Stanton happily wrote a note to [Judge] Holt 
to give him the knife (not rea.lizing it had already been given 
out). Holt's men happily gave Robinson one of the group of unla
beled knives ... Robinson admitted, on repeated questioning, 
that he was not sure that knife was the correct one, because it 
was dark and he never saw it clearly. On several subsequent 
dates, a third knife was labeled as the 'Seward' knife, in exhibits 
by the J.A.G. [ Judge Advocate General] office ... " 

Perhaps, like other aspects or the Lincoln assassination, the 
definitive answer is lost to time. 

W 
hen Stuart Lutz proposed writing this article, I was Immediately reminded of my opportuni
ty to handle several conspirators' "blood-relics," these housed in a public repository but 
barred from exhibition. 

Quite a number of years ago, I was Invited to take a behind-the-scenes tour of the 
Smithsonian's Americana holdings. This Included going into the storage vaults that house 

the vast majority of that Institution's collections. It Is said that the Smithsonian, our nation's "attic," 
can onfy exhibit three-percent of our treasures at any one time. And while the displays are rotated 
from time to time, and certain key artifacts will always remain on view, others will seldom - If ever -
see the "Ught of day." These were the pieces I wanted to examine. Needless to say, for anyone with a 
love of history, this was the opportunity of a lifetime! 

The curator gave me a pair of white cotton gloves to properly handle each piece 1 was shown. At 
one point, 1 held the gold-tipped cane that Benjamin Franklin used In his later years_, the one he leaned 
on whlle attending proceedings In Independence Hall in 1776 ... the one he bequeathed In his will to his 
close friend, George Washington. (It may sound dramatic, but 1 can still recall the feeling of "touching" 
greatness.) 1 was shown numerous artifacts that simply didn't flt in with what was then on display: a gen
eral's wooden leg, a Victorian hair-collection with samples from every president through McKinley, and a pair of Uncoln's eyeglasses. 

As we were leaving the storage room, the curator had an afterthought - perhaps 1 would be Interested in seeing one last Item. 
Resting on Its own, atop of the custom-made lockeck:ablnets (row after row of these held most of the memorabilia, each requiring 
separate color-coded keys to open) was a large, gray box. The box had lettering noting the contents as property of the "War 
Department." After placing the carton on a viewing table, I was Instructed to "go ahead and open it up." Inside, wrapped In pieces 
of tissue paper, were several burlap sacks, each quite stained and filthy. I couldn't imagine what these were - until being reminded 
of Lincoln. These were the original hoods used to cover each of the conspirators as they met their end. They were all well soiled 
- several spotted with blood stains. I remembered seeing facsimiles of these hoods on exhibit at Ford's Theatre - those snow white 
and quite unused. For reasons of propriety, It was decided that lt would be inappropriate to ever exhibit the originals. So they sit... 
In the storage room of the Smithsonian ... relics of "Justice rendered." 

Jonathan H. Mann 
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AND IN THE END ... 

Lincoln assassination expert James 0. Hall compiled a list of the 
final resting places for each of the conspirators: 

Samuel Arnold. Buried in the Green Mount Cemetery in 
Baltimore, also the final resting place of John Wilkes Booth. 

George Atzerodt. After the hanging, he was buried in the 
Washington Arsenal (the site of the penitentiary where the 
executions were held). but was later reburied at St. Paul's 
Lutheran Cemetery in Baltimore. 

David Herold. After his execution, he was laid in the Herold 
family plot in Congressional Cemetery in Washington, D.C. 
(This graveyard, burial ground tor numerous prominent 
statesmen and historical figures, is now undergoing major 
rehabilitation after many years of neglect.) 

Samuel Mudd. Buried in St. Mary's Cemetery in Bryantown, 
Maryland. His original tombstone can be seen at the Dr. 
Samuel A. Mudd House Museum. 

Michael O'Laughlin. Originally buried at Fort Jefferson, 
Florida, but later removed to Green Mount Cemetery, 
Baltimore. (They must have had a volume discount for the 
conspirators!) 

Lewis Powell. After the hanging, he was buried at the 
Washington Arsenal and in 1869, when he was dug up, the 
family failed to receive the notification. Thus, he was moved 
to another Washington area graveyard. For a second time, his 
body was removed and it was unclaimed, though the family 
eventually claimed it - as it turns out, without the skull. They 
returned it to Florida, where he is buried next to his mother in 
Geneva, Florida. For some unknown reason, the skull was 
separated by an Army undertaker and placed with an assort
ment of Native American skulls. In the early 1990s, the 
Smithsonian agreed to return their skulls to tribes. An anthro
pologist. sorting through the bones, discovered a Caucasian 
cranium with the unusual words "Cranium of Payne hung (sic) 
in Washington, D.C. in 1865 for the attempted assassination of 
Sec. of State Wm. H. Seward" on it. ln November, 1994, Powell's 
skull was returned to Florida to rejoin the rest of his body. 

Edman Spangler. Laid to rest at St. Peter's Cemetery near 
Bryantown, MD. 

Original caries of the 
conspirators issued 

by Alexander Gardner, 
1865. 
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John Surratt. Buried at the New Cathedral Cemetery, 
Baltimore. 

Mary Surratt. After her death, was buried at the Washington 
Arsenal, but later transferred to the Mt. Olivet Cemetery in 
Washington, D.C. 

In preparing this piece, I would like to extend my gratitude to Debbie 
Marcus, Michael Kauffman, Mike Musick, John Rhodehamel, Paul 
Weisberg, Louise Mudd Arehart, Joan Chaconas, Betty Ownsbey, Bruce 
Gimelson, Louise Taper and Dr. John Lattimer. ,,..,... 

ll')tt¼'~ 
~~~-~~· 
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"ALIAS PAINE" 
Betty Ownsbey 

Mystery surrounds Lewis Thornton Powell. Even his name 
was a misnomer, as he was arrested as "Paine". and subsequent
ly tried and hanged as "Payne". So who was Lewis Thornton 
Powell and why the aliases? 

Enlisting in the 2nd Florida lnfantry. Company B, 
"Hamilton/Jasper Blues" in 1861 at the age of 17, young Powell, 
son of a Florida Baptist minister, fought his way through to 
Gettysburg in 1863. Wounded and taken prisoner. he managed to 
escape his captors two months later and make his way up 
through Northern Virginia, hounding the trail of his unlt, the 2nd 
Florida, following the retreat of Lee's Army up through the Valley. 
In so doing, he fell in with Colonel John Singleton Mosby's 43rd 
Battalion, with whom he served for the next two years. The 
Quartermaster's records for the 43rd Battalion, Company B, 
bears his signature. As a second cousin to General John Brown 
Gordon, Powell probably didn't have any difficulty In securing 
membership in the elite 43rd. 

In late 1864 and early 1865, a plan was devised to kidnap 
President Abraham Lincoln. According to various accounts, Col. 
Mosby was designated to "hand-pick" five men to work with this 
plan in collaboration with the Confederate Secret Service. 

Powell was one of the live men who vol
unteered for this dangerous duty, taking 
the name of the family wiU1 whom he 
boarded while serving under the "Gray 
Ghost". Working as a secret agent, the 
reason for taking the alias was obvious. 

The night before he was hanged, 
young Powell 
explained to 
the minister 
who attended 
him that he 
had taken the 

A boyhood photo of Powell. alias so he 
(Powell Family.) would be 

prepared in 
case of cap

ture. He wanted to select a name from 
the part of the country with which he 
was familiar. Inasmuch as he had close 
lies with the Payne family of 
Warrenton, Fauquier County, Virginia, 
he could claim to be a family member. 
The spelling of the names "Paine" and 
"Payne" are variations due to the pho
netic spelling of most 19th Century per

A scarce post-capture carte 
by Gardner. 

(Author's collection.) 
sons of limited educational resources. --------

AUTHENTIC ITEMS 
online auctions 

www.hcaauctions.com. 
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Andrew Zabriskie, cont. 
lished - at his own expense - the very first catalog devoted medals continued to be popular for quite a number of years -
exclusively to Lincoln medals: A Descriptive Catalogue of the large quantities were produced through the election of 1892 with 
Political and Memorial Medals Struck in Honor of Abraham examples of high artistic merit most often produced by veteran 
Lincoln, Sixteenth President of the United States. A total of 187 engravers from the '60's. The introduction of the celluloid pin-
medals (including metal varieties) were each assigned a number back button (our modern "campaign button") In 1896 was too 
(a ~Zabriskie" number). The sequence was based on descending much to bear, and put the final nail in the election-medal coffin. 
order of size, with measurements in the "American scale" preva- The greatest interest in the political series by coin collec-
lent at the time. Only seventy-five copies were printed, each sell- tors took place around the time or the Civil War. The flrst catalog 
ing for $1.50. (A flawed copy of this scarce work recently sold in of election medals was published in 1858: Charles I. Bushnell's 
the Harry Bass sale for $300). An Arrangement of Tradesmen's Cards, Political Tokens, Also 

Until earlier this year, no one outside the immediately fami- Election Medals, & c. Current in the United States of America for 
ly knew that Captain Zabriskie's collection (he the Last Sixty Yea~. This was followed in 1862 
was quite proud of his military rank) of ..---------------, by Alfred H. Satterlee's An Arrangement of 
Lincolniana still existed. A good deal sold in the Medals and Tokens, Struck in Honor of the 
Chapman sale. Even more was gifted to the Presidents of the United States, And of the 
American Numismatic Society in Manhattan Presidential Candidates From the Administration 
where it remains in their permanent collection. of John Adams to That of Abraham Lincoln. This 
But a "core collection" sat sight-unseen in a box compendium contained twenty-six Lincoln 
In a safe from the time of Zabriskie's death in medals. The Bushnell collection was sold by 
1916 until rediscovered by family members in Henry Chapman in 1882. The Satterlee collec-
1951. For reasons unknown, this blockbuster tion was sold by W. Elliot Woodward in 1862. 
discovery was relegated to a closet shelf for an Although most coin collectors profess an 
additional forty-eight years. Llke the Paul interest in history, most are content to dis-
Masson wine ad of years ago eNo wine before cover history through coins alone - politicals 
its time") - "No collection before its time" - fam- are hardly worth the study. (Perhaps politi-
ily members arranged a house call with clans are not deemed worthy of their atten-
Sotheby's coin department and, with seeming lion.) But this was certainly not the case with 
nonchalance, consigned the collection for a sale. Zabriskie. In his I 897 lecture entitled "United 

The idea of a numismatist collecting political States History As Ulustrated by Its Political 
items may now seem strange, but this was not Medals," Zabriskie explained his philosophy: 
always the case. Virgil Brand, a millionaire As is well known, the fear of possible 
Chicago brewer. actively collected from the late monarchical tendencies, in the days preceding 
I870's through the first two decades of the next the adoption of the Federal Constitution, pre-
century. Not without cause, he became known as Cn,.¥u" c:'[jr-/4- ,, ,(. vented the use of any head, except that of the 
"the world's greatest coin collector." The collec- Goddess of Liberty, on regular issues of the 
lion remained intact until fairly recently and, 11,_,-----------~ coins of the United States. Looking back as we 
when cataloged, was found to contain a total of 365,000 items. The do, through a vista of more than one hundred years, it seems a pity 
last installments of his collection, auctioned by Bowers & Merena that this phantom prevented the placing the bust of each President 
in 1990, included a modest assortment of election medals; the on the coins issued during his administration. This would have 
majority represented the 1860 and '64 campaigns of Abraham added an interest to the numismatic history of our country almost 
Lincoln. The "world's greatest political collector," J. Doyle DeWitt, impossible to overestimate. We have, however, a series which in a 
had deep roots in the numismatic community and, prior to pub- degree can serve to make up this lack, and which in some respects 
lishing his own work on politicals, wrote several articles for lead- is even more interesting than would have been a series of coins of 
ing numismatic journals. And it used to be the case that coin the United States bearing the busts of the presidents. The series of 
shows were considered productive sources for political items. coins bearing the busts of the presidents would delineate those can-
With the demise of many of the old-time dealers, this is now sel- didates who were successfully chosen to rule over this country. The 
dom the case. Still, many items in the political series (hard times political series on the other hand not only delineates these suc-
tokens, Civil War tokens, inaugural medals) have found a devoted cessfu/ candidates. but also shows us the features of those who 
following among segments of the coin collecting population. strove in vain for the highest office within the gift of the republic. 

The symbiotic cord between coin collecting and political 
collecting has its antecedents in the mid-nineteenth century. 
Prior to the Introduction of the photographic campaign badge in 
1860, practically all campaign "buttons" were, in fact, tokens and 
medals. Just as silent movies reached their zenith as an art form 
concurrent with the introduction of "talkies," so did campaign 
medals reach a "golden age" just as the more popular ferrotype 
made its first appearance. From an artistic perspective, the 
medals produced from 1856 to 1868 are unsurpassed. But 

The seeds of the Captain's fascination with the contempo
rary political scene were defined by specific memories: 

I can distinctly recollect, as a boy, playing with a small 
American flag which had stamped across it the words 'Clay and 
Frelinghuysen. ' It was the sole surviving specimen of a number 
which had waved from my grandfather's house at 618 Broadway, 
when the great campaign procession took place ... My own pe~on
al reminiscences of Mr. Lincoln are of the briefest character. I 
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remember, as a boy of seven, seeing him as he was escorted 
through this city {New York) on his way to Washington for his inau
guration. and recall my surprise that so many persons should crowd 
the streets to see this unassuming man drive by in a barouche, and 
whose only escort consisted of a few policemen and committee• 
men in carriages. With boyish recollections of the splendors 
accorded in their reception to the Japanese Embassy and the 
Prince of Wales in the previous year, my wonder is perhaps quite 
excusable. I remember four years later how, with awe-struck face, I 
watched the slow progress up Fifth Avenue of thal solemn funeral 
car drawn by sixteen somber steeds and surrounded by the gray 

in this country - Washington excepted - has been honored with 
an equal number of medallic memorials. I believe very few 
pieces have escaped my observation, and they are probably 
those known as 'mules.' The infamous practice of muling, at one 
time carried to a great extent, tends to confuse any one attempt
ing to catalogue political pieces. Those individuals who urge die
cutters to strike them, can be looked upon with contempt by any 
true student of Numismatics. I am indebted to the late Mr. A. H. 
Satterlee's work on 'Presidential Medals' for descriptions of 
some of the earlier politicals. Also, to several gentlemen, who 
furnished me with rubbings and information on the subject.'' 

files of the Seventh Regiment. For those unfamiliar with the term, "muling" refers to the 
Years later, Zabriskie would speculate on the popularity of practice of combining obverse and reverse dies that did not orig

collecting political medals: 
In the year 1857 the United States govern

ment aba/ished the old copper cent and substi
tuted the small nickel cent. This event had a 
very important bearing on American 
Numismatics; up to that time colledors of coins 
and medals had indeed been very few in number 
and societies devoted to the study of the science 
were entirely unknown in this country. It seems, 
however, to have occurred to a number of per
sons that the old copper cents were interesting, 
that a complete set of them would be a valuable 
thing to possess, and consequently, many started 
to collect sets of cents and half cents, as the half 
cent, which had been issued from time to time up 
to this year. had been abolished also. Many of 
these collectors, starting in a modest way, soon 
increased the field of their labors and gathered 
specimens of coins and medals of all countries. 
Naturally the interesting series of political 
medals attracted their attention. .. 

Just why Zabriskie was attracted to col
lecting Lincoln is uncertain. The tumultuous 
events of the Civil War, to which he was an 
impressionable witness, were, no doubt, ferWe 
ground. Current events often hold the greatest 
attraction for a beginning collector. 
Affordability and availability may have been 
other concerns. Accordingly, he came out with 
his ~Descriptive Catalogue ... " in 1873. devoted 
exclusively to Lincoln. In 1897, he declared, 
"Far be it from me to weary you with a dry cat
alogue of all the various medals of which I 
might speak. Such a catalogue comprising a full 
description of the campaign medals of the 
United States is greatly to be desired and 
doubtless may at some future time be forth
coming ... " (It would finally come about in 1959 
with the publication of J. Doyle DeWitt's A 
Century of Campaign Buttons}. In 1873, howev
er. Lincoln was his exclusive focus. 

oc• 

inate together, thus creating a new variety of 
medal. In spite of his aversion to mullngs, 
several are listed in Zabriskie's catalog. In 
addition, medals struck strictly for the pur
pose of selling to collectors are likewise list
ed - and are not differentiated as such. It is 
quite possible that Zabriskie did not find 
these equally objectionable to mules that 
often contained totally illogical and incon
gruent dies. 

One result of the catalog's publication 
was a controversy between the author and a 
Cambridge, Massachusetts collector named 
Henry W. Holland. They traded barbs in a 
series of "Letters to the Editor" that 
appeared in the American Journal of 
Numismatics in 1874 and 1875. Holland's stat
ed goal was the compilation of a complete 
list of Lincoln medals - as such, it was neces
sary to deliver some criticism of Zabriskie: 

"Those of your readers who have had 
occasion to consult Zabriskie's Catalogue of 
Lincoln Medals, have probably noticed that it 
contains some errors ... I give below a list of 
one hundred and ten Lincoln medals not in 

_______________ Zabriskie ... The mischievous practice of mul
ing seems to have been carried to a greater 
extent than ever before." The Zabriskie Collection includes 

numerous Civil War and patriotic tokens 
as well as ·store-cards" and trade 
tokens. Civil War tokens (the two speci
mens at top) were approximately the 
same size as Indian-head pennies and 
circulated as pocket-change. During this 
same period. "store-cards" were also in 
vogue-such as the two bottom medals. 
As with the Civil War tokens, these often 
Incorporated a political or patriotic 
motif. such as portraits of Lincoln or 
Washington, and included an advertise
ment on the reverse. Enterprising mer
chants could sell their services and 
goods while showing themselves to be 
"loyal Americans." 

The preface to his inaugural work was 
simple and direct: "In the following pages will 
be found descriptions of one hundred and 
eighty-nine Medals struck in honor of 
Abraham Lincoln. No President or public man .._~~----------- ... 

Zabriskie responded: "ln the January 
issue of the Journal appears a communica
tion Crom H. W. H., in which my 'Catalogue of 
Lincoln Medals' is the subject of considerable 
criticism ... He mentions as new varieties in 
metals some half-dozen medals in 
bronze,which I had already catalogued as 
copper. All collectors know that these pieces 
are Identical. Mr. H. W. H. proceeds to swell 
farther his list by placing in the category of 
medals sundry pieces made from terra cotta, 
rubber. green clay, & c. These articles have no 
right to the title of medals, and I purposely 
excluded all such from my catalogue. I have a 
Lincoln piece made from soap, which has as 
much right in the list as the articles just men
lioned!" But Holland got the last word: "Allow 
me to express my regret that the list of 
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Lincoln Medals sent you should have so much annoyed Mr. 
Zabriskie ... I am compelled to differ with him when he says that 
impressions from medal dies in terra cotta, rubber, & c. 'have no 
right to the title of medals.' Such pieces are usually classed with 
medals and rarely, if ever, described by any other term: and when 
Mr. Zabriskie's collection is sold, I feel little doubt that even his 
Lincoln 'article' (as he calls it) in soap, will be classed with the 
other Lincoln Medals, rather than with the snuff-boxes and stuffed 
birds, that under the name of 'miscellaneous articles' may close his 
catalogue." 

Zabriskie's "article" in soap no longer exists and was not 
included in the Sotheby's auction. Don't expect any snuff boxes or 
stuffed birds, either. Holland's passing and the sale of his collection 
in 1878 by W. Elliot Woodward put an end to the controversy. 
(rhere are certain advantages to dying after your adversaries.) 
Zabriskie never put out a revised catalog. The quest for a definitive, 
complete listing would finally be realized with the publication of 
Robert P. King's "Lincoln in Numismatics" which appeared serially 

The Congressional medal awarded to George F. Robinson, March 1, 1871, 
"For his heroic conduct on the 14 day of April. 1865 in saving the life of the 

Honorable Wm. H. Seward - then Secretary of State of the United States." The 
Zabriskie example, pictured here, is one of only two known to have been 

minted in silver. It is presumed only one example was minted In gold - that 
presented to Robinson. 

in The Numismatist issues of February 1924, April 1927, and August 
1933. In the preface to his work, King reminisced about Zabriskie: 

I do not know of anyone quite measuring up to Capt. Andrew C 
Zabriskie as a thoroughly kind and courteous gentleman, and I do not 
believe that I ever destroyed one of his letters, which were a great 
help to me in those days, as his collection was particularly strong in 
contemporaneous pieces, having been collected by him at time of 
issue or shortly after. During the early days of our acquaintance he 
presented me with a copy of his Lincoln Medal Catalog, the earliest of 
this kind and now quite rare, having an auction record of about SIS. 
I have besides this many items in my collection presented me by him, 
medals as well as other things that somehow seem to appeal to a 
Lincoln collector's heart- photos, badges, etc., among the latter being 
a beautiful silk woven ribbon by Dreyfus, of Baste, Switzerland, which 
I value very highly. 

Zabriskle spent his remaining years writing papers and deliv
ering lectures on diverse topics, often returning to his first love -
election medals and Lincoln. Comments made in his paper "The 

CLASSIC LINCOLN BOOKS-BACK IN PRINT 

A Treasury of Lincoln Quotations 
lry Fred Kerner 
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Lincoln As A Lawyer 
lry John P. Frank 
A penctnting analysis of Lincoln'• legal pr.ictice. Of this 
work, David Donald say>, "This book cans more light on 
Lincoln's law practice and tdl., U$ more about the kind of 
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week prior to bu Genrburg Address. This photo 
captures the President"s somber mood. Hu mon 
f:imoU$ photo, it $how, our sixuenth p=ident at the 
height of bu political career. His strength of clw-aaer 
is mon evident, along with bu detenniruition and 
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This high quality reprint of Gardner's photograph, 
captures the clarity and quality 0£ an original 
photograph, Rendered in matte finish, arcbivally 
matted on sturdy foam core, wirh a descriptive label on 
the rear, shrink•wr2pped and ready to frame. Photo is 
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Medallic History of Abraham Lincoln," delivered before the 
American Numismatic Society on December 6, 1900, are worthy 
of our attention: 

... in speaking to-night upon the J1edallic Memorials of Abraham 
Lmcoln, I am. as ii were, opening to you one of the side galleries in 
the life of that great man, and um not guilty of the presumption of 
al/empting to lead yaur steps along the well-known paths of his life, 
already made so familiar to you by the many excellent biographies 
that have appeared from time to time ... varying in value from what 
may be pronounced excellent and readable, to the somewhat scur
rilous 1.;aporings of Mrs. Lincoln's colored wailill!ffTlaid ... Months 
before the action of the convention was known, the Republicans 
had begun the formation of the Wide Awake organization which 
proved such an important factor in the campaign .. In the hats of 
some of these campo,gn clubs was worn a Im badge [DeWitt AL-
1860-1 /. bearing a hideous likeness of Mr Lincoln. These are now 
rare, and how I came to possess this one may be worth relating. 

David E. Tripp, Spedal Consultant and former 
Director of Sotheby's Coin Department, cata

loged the Zabriskie holdings. We asked him to 
recount how he personally "rediscovered" the 

whereabouts of that collection. 

In early January of this year, I received a call from an old 
acquaintance with whom I had worked years ago, and for whom 
I had recently given some informal advice on a completely uncon
nected Issue. She Informed me that her father had recently died, 
and that her mother had Inherited a collection of medals relating 
to Abraham Uncoln. Would I be able to go and have a look and 
give her mother some Idea of what the materials might be worth. 
Needless to say, I was more than happy to do what I could. 

"Oh, by the way,~ she asked, "have you ever heard of Andrew 
Zabriskie?" That stopped me. Of course, to a numismatist 
Captain Andrew C. Zabriskle's collections of coins, sold by Henry 
Chapman In 1909, was one of the greatest cabinets of American 
coins to ever come to auction. It included an example of 
America's most famous coin. the Brasher Doubloon. (Ironically 
that piece recently changed hands for nearly Sl.000,000, and at 
Sotheby's a few years earlier, as part of the Bloomfield 
Foundation CollecUon. we had sold another coin from 
Zabriskie/Chapman for S 165,000). Chapman was a landmark sale. 

Over the weekend I looked at a tattered old copy of the 
Chapman sale catalog which I own. and noticed that white there 
was a great deal of political material, there was little if any mate
rial related to Uncoln. His Indian Peace Medals were virtually 
complete. .. less Uncoln. In checking the Uncoln Bibliography, I 
notice that he had publlshed on the subject In 1873, and so was 
intrigued. 1 confess I had no Idea that Captain Zabriskie was one 
ol the early titans of collectlng politlcals, as well as coins. 

The collection was laid out In a few shoe-boxes. Many 
pieces were simply wrapped in tissue paper. Some had at some 
point been sllpped into old plastic sleeves. As each piece 
emerged from its cocoon, the importance of the holding began 
to reveal Itself. Certainly when the Uncoln Peace Medal was 
unwrapped, I was astowided. It was the most perfectly pre-

Perhaps twenty years ago. seeing it catalogued for sale at auction, 
I sent a bid of two dollars for it. and afterwards was astounded to 
hear that II had sold for forty-two dollars. Some years later the pur· 
chaser sold 11 with his colledion, and when I repeated my modest 
bid of two dollars my pallence was reu;arded by securing it for the 
small sum of one dollar and twenty-five cents. And here is a badge 
which I. as a bay of eleven, wore during the fall of 1864. Little cam
paigning was done, and the Wide Awakes had disappeared, but 
such campaign organizations as were fanned were known as War 
Eagles... My task is fimshed ... like shells which strew the beach 
after the retreating tide, these little pieces of tin, or copper, or sil
ver are /efl w us to mark the career of Abraham Lincoln. 

And we, the collectors of today, have people like Andrew 
Zabriskie to thank for his research, dedication, and diligence in 
preserving these "shells" from the sands of time. His legacy is 
inspiring. ,,.... 

served Uncoln I had ever seen (and I have been reliably 
informed that It may well be the single most perfectly preserved 
Indian Peace Medal of any president). Even uneducated in the 
secrets ol the pollticals market, the array ol 35 lerrotypes was 
memorable. 

As the extent of the collection became apparent. I idly 
asked ii there was any more. Indeed there was, In the upstairs 
closet, In a suitcase. This, upon retrieval, contained many of 
the storecards from New York as well as the extraordinary run 
of Civil War tokens. In the end, the owner, a delightful lady, sim
ply Instructed us to take It away. As It was being receipted, I 
asked about how it had been retained Intact for all these years. 

It transpired, that in 1951, the (amity gave Captain 
Zabriskle's home. Bllthewood, together with 1,000 acres to 
Bard College, up the Hudson River. The weekend before the 
closing, the husband of our consignor (Zabrlskle's grandson) 
received a call from his brother, and was told that the dosing 
on the house was to be the following Monday, and that If there 
was anything In the house he wanted, to come up on Saturday 
and take It away. They went up to Bllthewood and discovered 
the long-forgotten !amity safe. door sealed, combination 
unknown. They were confident that nothing of value remained 
in their grandfather's old safe. but decided at the last minute to 
have It drilled to make certain that personal, family papers were 
not left behind. To everyone's amazement, within was the col
lecUon, not only of Uncoln medals and the storecards, but also 
the Captain's collection of Polish coins. which the family later 
donated to the Smithsonian Institution. 

While I had some Idea ol what we were Into, the size and 
importance of the collection was a most pleasant surprise. 
When we had got it all Into some order. several specialists came 
to have a look. I was dellghted that their reaction was similar to 
mine. As some of the great rarities came to tight It was as If they 
were gazing on the Grall. A delightful experience Indeed. 

The Zabriskie holding Is the rare survival ol a wonderful 
Nflrst generation" collection. and one can rest assured that the 
new owners will derive as much pleasure from their new pur
chases as did the Captain more than a century ago. .-
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MEANTIME, AT THE AUCTION ... 

They began arriving an hour before the sale. A small group 
of dealers gathered in a corner, speaking in sentences inaudible 
to those seated only a few feet away. Within a few minutes, a 
Sotheby employee gave the signal that bidders could go upstairs 
and register. Passing by rows of European 
paintings stacked at all angles in prepara-
tion for an upcoming sale, the 
communicants slowly made 
their way towards the regis
tration desk. This was the 
third session of the coin 
auction; many bidders 
were "making a weekend" 
of it attending the first two 
sessions the previous day. 

Past a narrow corridor lay 
the main sales room. The scene was a familiar one, comprised of 
neatly-arranged rows of folding chairs, banks of telephones, and 
a pulpit-like auctioneer's podium. Draperies 
were drawa around the sides and rear of the 
staging area, creating a private enclosure 
void of distractions. An electronic dis
play board was operating with instanta
neous displays of the current high bid 
for each lot, along with foreign exchange 
conversions in most major currencies. 
The board, and its unseen master con
troller, sometimes would fall in arrears. This 
was brought to the attention of auctioneer David Redden who 
discounted the glitch, wryly commenting that "we all speak 
English here." 

After a great deal of anticipation, the_ 
"Zabriskie Sale" began. Those attending 
made up what is considered a "large" audi
ence for a coin sale ... only thirty-five peo
ple. Not all would participate as bidders. 
Some were companions. There were indi
vidual collectors, dealers, agents, and con
sultants. While many people worked to bring 
this event to fruition, the person most 
responsible was an elderly lady in a blue 
sweater - the consignor of the Zabriskie 
Collection. She was accompanied by her 
daughter and nephew. 

A composite of the audience: an elderly 
man and his grandson who apparently dld not 
do any bidding; a genUeman who was bidding as agent 
for Q. David Bowers; Seth Kaller; the "big guy" from 
Tannenbaum & Rossi Numismatics (we can never remember 
who is Tannenbaum and who is Rossi!); noted numismatist 
Harvey Stack; collector Saul Finkelstein; former Congressman 
Jimmy Hayes and his dealer-<.:onsultant Anthony Terranova; 
dealer Bill Anton; Mike Hodder (a Stack's associate who was bid
ding as agent lor four collector-clients); and various others who 
tried to get their paddles in the air when the heavy-hitters 

15 

weren't going full tilt. The "hidden audience" was comprised of 
countless unknown absentee bidders who submitted their offers 
in advance, and the equally inscrutable and anonymous live tele
phone bidders. 

Even though il came as no surprise, the strong across-lhe
board prices were bewildering to several seasoned collectors. 
The blockbusters lived up to the.ir advance-billing. The perpetu
al calender sold to an absentee bidder for $35,000 plus ten-per
cent buyer's commission, a record for a ferrotype portrait 
Llncoln campaign badge. Auctioneer Redden disclosed he had 
four absentee bids at the $11,000 level. The Lincoln-Hamlin 
doughnut which one collector disparaged because it lacked its 
suspension loop, sold to someone more discerning for $10,000. 
The largest size Lincoln ferro from 1864, which a savvy dealer 
thought to only take to the $3,500 level, soared to an astounding 
$17,000. Considered one of the choicest examples of an Indian 
Peace Medal extant, the Llncoln specimen in silver went within 
estimate at $24,000 - quite a surprise given how few items went 
at anything near the estimates. The Wide Awake hat badge, the 
"star of the sale," attracted a winning bid of $11,000. One can 
only imagine what it would have realized if the disfiguring tar
nish was not present. The only other specimen we know of (cat
aloged as Sullivan/DeWitt #1) was stumbled 
across in a Civil War show by a lucky - and 
astute - Wisconsin politicals collector. A 
Major Robert Anderson-Fort Sumter 
award medal in silver, one or only 
two known, was hammered 
down for $20,000 (the underbid
der made the rather unsports
manllke comment - al a very audi
ble level - "What's he going to do 
with it?"). The George F. Robinson 
Life Saving Award medal in silver, 
given to the hero who thwarted the 
assassination of Sec. Seward the night of the Llncoln murder, 
also one of only two known, was less appreciated at $13,000. 
Proving time and again that provenance and the Zabriskie name 
carried huge cachet value, the Rail Splitter
Progress medal in copper sold for $2,250 
- despite a comparable example sell
ing in Joe Levine's sale of the 
McSorley collection last year for a 
healthy $400. A Lincoln-axe brooch 
made the "cut" for $3,250 (this is 
only the fifth appearance of an 
authentic example in the past 
twenty-five years). The 1864 
campaign badge that Captain 
Zabriskie "wore as a young 
boy of eleven" evoked a win
ning bid of $5,500. Although 
a pristine specimen, it is 
typical of badges that rou
tinely sell for $800-1,000 in the 
political market. 

It appeared that five "players" 
won 90% of the lots. The four major buyers in attendance were 
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the agent for David Bowers, Hodder, 
Hayes(rerranova, and Tannenbaum 
& Rossi, who had their own private 
phone line in a "box seat enclo
sure." An unidentified phone bid
der was likewise a major purchaser. 
Tannenbaum & Rossi was overheard to 
say "We bought a lot of stuff for ourselves ... for inventory." Mike 
Hodder indicated he was buying as agent for collectors interest
ed in political material, not coin collec
tors per se, and that the Zabriskie 
provenance was not a factor in their 
buying decisions. He further stated 
that, although prices were strong, 
" ... we're happy with what we bought. 
This is a unique opportunity. 13y not 
buying now, we will just wind up pay
ing more at the next sale." 

At sale's end, the consignor 
exclaimed "We're delighted!" She 
expressed pleasure that the items in 
the Zabriskie Collection will go to 
appreciative collectors, and not reside 
in a museum. The three-session sale 
netted $2.5 million which, even by 
Sotheby standards, constitutes a suc
cess. It was a memorable event. never 

The badge Andrew 
Zabriskie wore at the age 
of eleven during the 1864 

campaign. 
to be duplicated. ~ -------

WHILE 

THEY LAST! 

The Rail Splitter 
has acqufred some 
remainder copies of 
the landmark 
Zabriskie auction cata
log from the sale con
ducted by Sotheby's. 

This gorgeous tome, in addition to being a 
pinnacle in graphic design, is destined to be 
a standard reference work. No Lincoln 
library will be complete without one! Take 
advantage of our good fortune and order 
your copy now. Originally $30, yours 
through The Rail Splitter for just $12.50 post
paid: P. O. Box 275, New York, NY 10044. 

Wanted: Articles, photographs, features, 
letters ... in short, contributions of mate• 
rial for The Rail Splitter. This is a mem
ber-driven publication. Please consider 
writing a short piece or sending us a 
photograph with details on a recent 
fi.nd. We need your help to keep this 
journal informative and interesting! 

R 
egardlng the much-coveted Lincoln perpetual calen• 
dar (cover lot for the Zabriskie Sale, pictured on the 
left), a discussion among several veteran collectors 
after the auction produced an Interesting hyp0thesis. 
Rail Splitter editor Don Ackerman is aware of por

traits other than the "Cooper Union pose" of Lincoln in sim
ilar perpetual calendars: a bearded pose of Lincoln taken 
from an unpublished lithograph (this specimen unique and 
ensconced in a private, New York collection). U. S. Grant 
(two known examples), Major Robert Anderson, the hero of 
Fort Sumter, and a representation of Columbia or Miss 
Liberty. Auctioneer David Frent recalled seeing examples for 
both McClellan and Winfield Scott In years past. The ~Dean" 
of political Americana, Ed Sullivan, added knowledge of an 
example for Elmer Ellsworth. The cumulative, anecdotal evi
dence, would therefore Indicate that these pieces were 
issued as Civil War patriotic souvenirs - most likely in late 
1862, early 1863 - and definitely not as 1860 polltlcals. This 
theory Is bolstered by the fact that no examples have sur
faced for any of the other national candidates from that elec• 
tlon. As such. perhaps the Lincoln perpetual calendar, a gor
geous artifact, was Intended to be similar to the Abbott tin
types - produced as one In a set of patrlotics to be collected 
during the War. 
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''THE LINCOLNPHILE'' 

F.dltor'a Note: A number of Lincoln Jour
nals, Institutions, and scholars were sent 
by their respective authors photocopies 
of correspondence between Diane 
Hamilton, wife of the late author/manu
script dealer, Charles Hamilton, and 
Lloyd Ostendorf. In Mrs. Hamilton's ini
tial letter, she expressed dismay and 
opposition to Ostendorf's publication of 
Uncoln's Photographs. Mrs. I lamilton 
was outraged to learn the book was 
issued without her permission. despite 
her late husbands explicit refusal for a 
new edition to the 1963 and 1985 volumes 
Lincoln in Photographs. and with the new 
work retitled and her husband's name 
deleted as co-author. Mr. Ostendorf coun
tered by claiming that In the new volume. 
the "text which now survives the original 
work no longer contains any material 
independently contributed by Mr. 
Hamilton." He adds "Be further adVised 
that your demands or anyone elses {sic), 
are Irrelevant since the old book has lost 
Its 1963 copyright back In 1991, and Is per
manently In public domain." 

While we make no comment on the 
validity of either party's claim, we can 
make factual comments on the last 
remark by Mr. Ostendorf. His statement 
that the book had fallen Into the "public 
domain," given the expiration of the orig
inal copyright, Is Incorrect. The 1985 sec
ond edition, co-authored by Hamilton 
and Ostendorf, Included a copyright 
notice. Mr. Ostendorf may assume that 
since the new edition ·s copyright was 
never officially registered, the original 
protection offered with the 1963 notice 
had expired. That is not the case. 
According to the Copyright Act of 1976 
pertaining to "Works created on or after 
January 1, 1978" the U.S. copyright law 
adopts a basic 'life plus seventy' system: 
" .. .It automatically protects from the 
moment of its creation and Is given a 
term lasting for the authors' life. plus an 
additional seventy years after the 
authors' deaths: As such, the 1985 edi
tion of Llncolp In Photographs with the 
unregistered notice still insures Charles 
Hamilton's joint copyright protection as 
co-author until at least the year 2066. 

Lincoln's Photographs: 
A New Edition or a 
New Controversy? 
Reviewed by 
Daniel E. Pearson 
President, Lincoln Fellowship 
of Wisconsin 

The first historian to systematically 
examine and catalogue all of the known 
photographs of Abraham Lincoln was the 
eminent iconographer Frederick Hill 
Meserve. Over a lifetime of work, 
Meserve collected and assembled more 
than 120 photographs of the sixteenlh 
president. The photographs were pub
lished in a series of limited edition books 
using hand-printed photographs. (n 1944 
Meserve collaborated with Carl Sandburg 
to bring out an affordable mass-market 
edition of Lincoln photos under the title, 
The Photographs of Abraham Lincoln. 
(I.) Each photograph was assigned an 
uM" number. which became the accepted 
form of identification for each individual 
Lincoln photograph. 

In 1963, Charles Hamilton and Lloyd 
Ostendorf published Llncoln in 
Photographs: An Album of Every Known 

~- (2.) This book sought to update the 
chronological presentation of all known 
Lincoln photographs, but the scope of 
this book went far beyond the earlier 
work by Meserve. Hamilton and 
Ostendorf recognized that many of the 
portraits taken of Lincoln were made 
using multi-lens cameras, and they 
attempted to identify the several variants 
of these multi-pose photographs. They 
also printed a number of photographs of 
Lincoln that had been discovered since 
the publication of Meserve's book. All 
photographs were renumbered using an 
·o• prefix, for "Ostendorf, replacing 
Meserve·s 'M. ... A number of chapters 
were added to the book featuring an 
extended selection of photos of Lincoln 
family, friends, and associates. This new 
book quickly became the standard refer
ence work on Lincoln photographs. 

When the 1963 first edition offlcially 
went out of print, the University of 
Oklahoma Press released the original 
printing plates and copyright to the 
authors. The book was revised by 
Hamilton and Ostendorf in 1985, and pub
lished by Morningside Press of Dayton, 
Ohio, primarily utilizing the original 
plates. The revised edition won popular 
approval as a worthy successor to the 
first edition, which became quite scarce. 
However, the revised Morningside edition 
eventually went out of print. Whenever 
either edition appears on th.e secondary 
book market, it is quickly bought up. 
Given the demand for these out-of-print 
lilies, another reprinting of this valuable 
resource was Indeed justified. 

Author Lloyd Ostendorf, no doubt 
sensing the demand for another edition 
of Lincoln io Photographs. has brought 
forth what he calls a urevised and recon
stituted" book, renamed Lincoln's 
Photographs: A Complete Album. Mr. 
Ostendorf claims himself to be tl1e sole 
author of this new work, with Charles 
Hamilton's name completely excised 
from tl1e book. One cannot help but gel 
the impression thal Mr. Ostendorf wants 
to convey to the reader that the book is a 
completely new work. one that he alone 
wrote and assembled. If this be the case, 
he has failed to accomplish that goal. 

A brief side-by-side comparison of 
Lincoln's Photographs and the 1985 edi
tion of Lincoln io Photographs reveals 
that the former is at best a light revision 
of the latter. Once again, most of the orig-

contlnued, next page 
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inal 1963 University of Oklahoma plates 
were utilized in Lincoln's Photographs. 
Most all of the introductory material has 
been "rewritten," but most of it is actual
ly a thinly-veiled rewording of the old 
text. An excellent example is "The Pace of 
Lincoln: A Prologue," found on page 3. If 
you compare this introduction to 
"Lincoln's Face: A Prologue" from page 3 
of the 1985 edition. you will find the simi
larities striking. 

To his credit, Mr. Ostendorf made a 
number of changes and additions to both 
the photographs presented and the nar
rative that accompanies them. Several 
new photographs are included that go 
towards presenting all the different 
images taken with multi-lens cameras. A 
quick count revealed at least nine new 
multi-lens photos added, with a reposi
tioning of several previously published 
prints. In several instances Mr. Ostendorf 
has substituted clearer, better-defined 
photographs in place of inferior prints 
that appeared in the first two editions. 
F'urther, Ostendorf made a number of 
revisions to the text, correcting mis
spelled words and names, dates, or 
errors in fact. Rockywood Press has 
made it easy for a reader to recognize 
newly added or modilled text, as they 
were unable to match the new font with 
that used in previous editions. Thus new 
or altered text appears a great deal bold
er than the old. 

Without a doubt, the most notice
able difference in Lincoln's Photographs 
is a section titled "Addenda" added to the 
"Lincoln Photographs Discovered Since 
1963" section. Here Ostendorf presents 
several photos that were "found in the 
last decades that are directly associated 
with Lincoln, his family and contempo
raries" (page 364). Unfortunately, much 
of the material contained within this sec
tion is problematic, and one must ques
tion whether including them in what was 
an excellent reference work was prudent. 
Presented within this addenda are what 
Mr. Ostendorf claims to be four new pho
tographs of Lincoln, including one in 
death; a daguerreotype of the Lincolns' 
second son Edward; the first known pho
tograph. of John Wilkes Booth; a hitherto 
unknown telegraph from Lincoln to his 
wife Mary; and several other assorted 
photos of family members and other 
curiosities. As it would be beyond the 

scope of this review to examine all of 
these "new discoveries," I will limit my 
comments to the items that caused me the 
greatest amount of concern and doubt. 

In presenting a daguerreotype featur
ing a young child, Mr. Ostendorf claims it 
to be the only known photograph of 
Edward Baker Lincoln, the second child 
of Abraham and Mary, who died in 1850 
at the age of four. It has been previously 
thought that no photograph of Eddie was 
ever made. Ostendorf contends that the 
photograph appearing in Lincoln's 
Photographs, now owned by Keya 
Mazllari of Keya Gallery, New York, came 
from the collection of Herbert Wells Fay, 
an early collector of Llncolniana and cus
todian of the Lincoln Tomb in Springfield. 
The image, Ostendorf reports, lay unno
ticed for 80 years in the Pay collection in 
a "forgotten drawer." An inscription in 
the case containing the daguerreotype 
identifies the boy as Edward Lincoln. 

I find the provenance of the 
daguerreotype offered by Ostendorf inad
equate. There is no account of how the 
image came into the possession of Keya 
Mazhari. The Fay collection has been 
scattered to the winds of the collecting 
world over the past few years. for such a 
high-profile item to be overlooked in the 
many sales of the Pay material would 
seem unlikely. But the real puzzle to me is 
how such a daguerreotype would have 
found its way into the collection of 
Herbert Wells Fay in the first place, and 
there to lie ignored by the entrepreneur
ial Pay for 80 years. If there was indeed a 
photograph of Edward Lincoln made, one 
would think that it would have been cher
ished and preserved within the Lincoln 
family. The discovery of the cache of 
Lincoln family photographs found at 
Hildene, the ancestral home of Robert 
Todd Lincoln, after the last lineal descen
dant of Abraham Lincoln died is a testi
mony that such private family pictures 
were treasured and preserved. (3.) And 
surely if Fay did indeed somehow acquire 
the precious photograph, he would hard
ly have hidden it in a drawer. Fay was 
notorious for his self-promotion and 
would have surely touted the photo as a 
centerpiece of his collection. More infor
mation about the image and a complete 
and plausible provenance must be pro
vided before this daguerreotype can be 
accepted as that of Edward Baker Lincoln. 

The photograph that Ostendorf pur
ports to be that of a young John Wilkes 
Booth is a tintype of a young man in his 
early twenties, his head resting on his 
hand, with a rather surly look on his face. 
The photograph, now in the Ostendorf 
collection. is reported to have come from 
the family of Benjamin 8. French, Jr., son 
of Benjamin 8. French, Sr., the 
Superintendent of Public Buildings in 
Washington, D.C. during the War years. 

However, it is my opinion that the 
youth presented in the Ostendorf book 
bears little resemblance to Booth. The 
facial features are just not Tight. The 
shape of the head in the Ostendorf photo 
appears much more triangular, with a 
small pointed chin liJle. Booth's face 
appears more rounded, with a squared 
jaw. The nose on the subject in the 
Ostendorf photo is much more broad and 
flat than that of Booth. The line of 
Booth's eyebrows is primarily flat and 
even, while the eyebrows of the young 
man in Ostendorf's photo lie in more of a 
"V" configuration. Admittedly, I am not an 
authority on physiognomy, but I found 
only the slightest resemblance of U1e 
young man in the tintype photo and the 
face of the young John Wilkes Booth. 

The most startling new photograph 
presented, and the most historically sig
nificant should it prove to be genuine, is 
the carte-<le-visite of Abraham Lincoln in 
death. Mr. Ostendorf reports that the 
image came from the estate of John B. 
Bachelder, the artist and engraver who 
designed the massive painting The Last 
Hours of Lincoln painted by artist Alonzo 
Chappel. The artwork is unique in that 
many of the mourners depicted around 
Lincoln's deathbed agreed to be pho
tographed in the poses in which they 
would appear in the painting. Even Robert 
Todd Lincoln, who usually kept close 
guard of his privacy, uncharacteristically 
agreed to pose. The photographs were 
taken in Mathew Brady's Washington, D.C. 
gallery sometime around 1868. (4.) These 
photos eventually came into the posses
sion of the Chicago Historical Socit:ly. (5.) 

The author claims that photo was 
taken sometime on April 16, 1865. But 
unlike the aforementioned Brady pho
tographs taken years later, the photo Of 
Lincoln is a vignette, not a whole plate 
image. F'urther, Ostendorf admits that it 
has had "some retouching," explaining 
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that the photo was "taken under poor 
lighting conditions and under difficult cir
cumstances; the task was obviously under
taken in purposeful secrecy" (page 374). 

To say that the photo had "some 
retouching~ is perhaps an understate
ment. The image has much more of an 
appearance of a fine engraving or paint
ing than any photographic quality. If it is 
in fact a retouched photograph, then it is 
so heavily retouched that the artist 
erased all of the photographic qualities. 
The hair and beard in particular seem to 
be quite artificial. While at first glance 
the image may appear to have a "life-like 
quality," as Ostendorf states, a closer 
inspection reveals few details that would 
convince one that they were looking at a 
true photograph. Rather, one gets the 
Impression that it is some sort of image 
of Lincoln's lace that has been manipu
lated to appear recumbent and with the 
eyes closed. After close study, I was left 
with the impression that the image is the 
work of an artist, not a photographer. 

And this supposition makes sense 
when one considers that Bachelder had 
designs to create a masterful steel 
engraving based on Chappel's painting. 
While many of the central figures agreed 
to pose specially for the artwork, the 
head of Lincoln would have to be careful
ly recreated from preexisting pho
tographs and portraits. U I had to venture 
a guess, I would think that the image 
found in Bachelder's possession was a 
detailed study to be used in making the 
antjcipated engraving. (6.) 

Moreover, Ostendorf offers the read
ers absolutely no evidence whatsoever 
showing how such a photograph could 
possibly have been made. II is a well
known fact that Secretary of War Edwin 
Stanton imposed a virtual lock-down 
over the entire District of Columbia in the 
aftermath of the assassination. After the 
physicians performed the autopsy on 
Lincoln's body, it was kept under con
stant guard in the guest bedroom of the 
White House, with only close friends and 
assm:iali:s admitted to the room. Stanton 
had specifically ordered that no pho
tographs be taken of Lincoln's body, and 
when he discovered that such a photo 
was made in New York, he ordered all the 
prints and plates seized and destroyed. 
Mr. Ostendorf is presenting what he 
claims to be a new photograph of 
Abraham Lincoln in death, and expects 

his reader to accept it as such merely 
because he says it is real. To expect the 
reader to believe that It was taken in the 
White House despite all the precautions 
in place to prevent just such an event 
from occurring, without offering a shred 
of evidence to support the idea is a 
stretch of credulity. 

Taking all this into consideration, the 
improbable logistics involved in taking 
such a clandestine and forbidden photo
graph, along with the doubtful appear
ance of the image itself, I was left with 
serious doubts that the photograph in 
question is one of Lincoln in death. 

However, not all of the new pho
tographs appearing in the addenda sec
tion raise suspicion. There are newly dis
covered photographs of Tad Lincoln, 
Mary "Mamie" Lincoln, Robert Todd 
Lincoln's eldest daughter. a new view of 
Lincoln's second inauguration, and other 
images that certainly appear to be gen
uine, and should justifiably be included 
in the compilation. I did get the impres
sion, however, that the entire addendum 
itself was a bit self- serving. Of the ten 
images represented as truly new discov
eries never before published in book 
form, nine are credited as being from 
Ostendorf's own collection. The other 
new photo is the Edward Lincoln 
daguerreotype from the Keya Gallery. 
The remaining four photos ln the adden
da section are not new, and are acknowl
edged to have been previously printed, 
or are merely presented supplementary 
to the original discoveries. (7.) Given this 
fact, one must wonder whether the impe
tus for this new volume was to present 
newly discovered Lincoln photographs 
regardless of origin, or if it was merely an 
effort to legitimize items from the 
author's own collection. Evidence points 
towards the latter conclusion, as recent 
discoveries independent of Ostendorf's 
own works are not represented. 

One such example of a photograph 
overlooked by Ostendorf is an image that 
appeared in Early Photography at 
Gettysburg by William A. Frassaruto. (8.) 
Frassanito presents a photograph discov
ered by Mr. Arthur L. Strawbridge in 1993, 
of the procession en route to the 
Gettysburg Soldiers' National Cemetery 
on November 19, 1863. In the procession, 
one can clearly pick out a tall rider wear
ing a stovepipe hat being accompanied 
by one of the official marshals. Frassanito 

argues convincingly, and the photograph
ic evidence strongly supports the suppo
sition, that the individual is indeed 
Abraham Lincoln. And Mr. Ostendorf sure
ly knew of this photo, as Mr. Strawbridge 
first contacted Ostendorf with the find, 
who then referred him to Frassanito. Why 
this photograph, or any mention of it, was 
left out of Ostendorf's section of new dis
coveries is anybody's guess. 

In the course of preparing to write 
this review I compared Lincoln's 
Photographs with the 1985 revised ver
sion of Lincoln in Photographs. This com
parison was done page by page, and I feel 
U1at I would be remiss If I did not com
ment on the similarity and differences 
between the two books, and the implied 
and stated claims of authorship each 
book carries. As I established In the 
beginning of this review, the vast majori
ty of the plates used to print this book 
are the same plates utilized In printing 
the first two editions of Lincoln ln 
Photographs. And the overall similarity 
of the three books is self-evident. 

I do not profess to know the finer 
points of the law so far as copyright and 
legal ownership of written materials are 
concerned, and do not wish to enter into 
the discussion of who has the legal right 
to publish this book. I am able to profess 
a bit of knowledge about intellectual own
ership of the written word. In comparing 
Lincoln in Photographs with Lincoln's 
Photographs. it is obvious that whoever 
created the former, and can thereby 
rightfully claim intellectual ownership of 
the product, can and must be recognized 
as the intellectual owner of the latter 
book as well. 

If there was indeed a collaboration 
between Charles Hamilton and Lloyd 
Ostendorf that resulted in the intellectual 
property known as Lincoln jn 
Photographs. it is my opinion that so 
much of that original book is contained in 
Lincoln's Photographs that the credit of 
authorship should rightfully include 
Charles Hamilton. Lincoln's Photographs 
is just too similar to the first and second 
editions of Lincoln io Photographs to be 
considered an entirely new work pro
duced wholly by Lloyd Ostendorf. 

And Ostendorf's light touch in editing 
and rewriting of Lincoln's Photographs 
actually supports this conclusion. For 
while he has endeavored to eradicate Mr. 
Hamilton's name from the new book, he 

continued, next page 
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- Review. continued ... 

knowiogly or unknowingly left behind a 
number of clues as an indication of 
Hamilton's contributions. Most ironic 
are the references to the plural 
"authors" aod "writers" In the acknowl
edgements. Sadly, the only name left 
out of the acknowledgements is one 
that had more to do with bringing the 
present volume to fruition than anyone 
else being thanked-that being Charles 
Hamilton. 

Lincoln's Photographs: A Complete 
Alb.um is surely not without merit. It 
reprints a valuable resource for those 
interested in Lincoln photography. 
However, I lear that in an eflort to pre
sent some questionable material as 
authentic. Mr. Ostendorf has somehow 
diminished what is otherwise a touch
stone for all Lincoln collectors. i::""' 

NOTES 
I.) New York: Harcourt, Brace and Co. 
2.) Norman: University of Oklahoma 
Press. 
3.) See Mark E. Neely, Jr. and Harold 
Holzer. The Lincoln Family Album. 
(New York: Doubleday, 1990). 
4.) Harold Holzer and Frank J. Williams, 
Lincoln's Deathbed In Art and Memory: 
The "Rubber Room" Phenomenon 
(Gettysburg: Thomas Publications, 
1998) p. 32. 
5.) Some of these original photographs 
can be seen at the Chicago Historical 
Society's exhibit "A House Divided: 
America In the Time of Lincoln" which, 
incidentally, is scheduled to end its 
ten-year run very soon. 
6.) For more on Chappel's painting and 
the plan to issue a steel engraving 
based on the view, see Holzer and 
Williams. Lincoln's Deathbed In Art and 
Memory. op. 29-34. 
7.) The other four photographs are 
Edward Baker Lincoln's tombstone, a 
previously published photo of 
Abraham "Jack" Lincoln JI, the Brady 
photograph of Robert Todd Lincoln 
taken for Bachelder, and a photo of 
Bachelder himself. 
8.) Gettysburg: Thomas Publications. 

In The Marketplace 
F irst there was Butterfield & 

Butterfield. Then they bought 
Dunning & Co. and formed 
Butterfield & Dunning. Then the 

new entity sold-out to eBay. One of their 
subdivisions, California Book Auction 
Galleries (are you still following me?) held 
a "Fine Books and Manuscripts" sale in 
May. Selected highlights Include: a ticket 
to "Ford's Atheneum" signed on verso by 
Charles E. Ford, manager of Ford's 
Theatre, attesting to the fact that the tick
et was issued for the fateful performance 
of April 14. 1865 ($6,000), a 25 x 30" oil 
on canvas portrait of Lincoln by Penrhyn 

Stanlaws ($600), and an Autograph 
Endorsement Signed by Llncoln. rec
ommending a lieutenant's commis
sion for Edwin Coates, a close, per
sonal friend of Col. Ellsworth 
($11,000). Prices quoted do not 
Include 15% buyer's premium. 

R obert A. Siegel of NYC held a "United States and 
Confederate Postal History" sale in April with some 
autographs and ephemera mixed in with the collec

tion. An autographed CDV of Jefferson Davis (these show up 
much less frequently than Robert E. Lee) sold for $2,700 plus 
fifteen-percent. A prisoner-of-war envelope, addressed to Mrs. 
Varina Davis by old Jeffy D. himself, while imprisoned at Fort 
Monroe, and Free-Franked t>y Attorney General Joshua Speed 
(POW's don't get stamps) traded hands for $4,000 plus buyer's 
against an estimate of $5-7,500. Two different Jeff Davis bal· 
lots were lotted together as a pair selling for $625 plus buyer's. 

> ~ ' • - • .,.. • ·)" 

~ - , . 

avid Hillier of "Antiq 
Massachusetts Is offe 
known Confederate D
inscribed and unques 

1861. The Southern confedera 
Texas Cavalry during the war. , 
arms to Will Locke. "Unquesti1 
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A fter an all-too-long hiatus, our friends at 
Southern Cross Books of Clarendon Hills, IL 
have issued their second catalog of historical 
books, autographs, and ephemera. The cur-

rent 11st includes an 1862 letter from Placerville, 
California in which the author, F.W. Bye, expresses the 
hope that the Confederate envoys Mason & Slidell 
would not be released and that "Old Abe will never let 
up until the last rebel has thrown down his arms and 
cries for mercy.'" ($145) Another letter written from 
Louisville shortly after the assassination relates hav
ing ··occasionally the duty (I cannot say the pleasure) 
of suspending a guerrilla or two for their merciless 
conduct towards the Union citizens of Ky. And every 
person, male or female, heard rejoicing at the death of 
President Lincoln, or uttering any disloyal language is 
promptly arrested & punished ... " (S165) A wonderful 
piece of ephemera related to the Lincoln family is also 
for sale: a Harvard College "Class Day'' (graduation) 
invitation, dated June 24, 1864, and signed in type by 
Robert Todd Llncoln and his roommate, Fred P. 
Anderson. nephew of Major Robert Anderson. Robert 
Invited Mary Harlan, daughter of Senator James 
Harlan of Iowa, to this event. Only seventeen years old 
at that time, the two would later marry. ($575.) 

C harlton Hall Galleries of Columbia, 
South Carolina sold an Autographed 
Note Signed (ANS) by Llncoln for 
$31,360 this past March. A little 

pricey, you say? Well, this note was signed by 
Lincoln just four days before his assassina
tion and was a pass for William Evarts to trav
el to Richmond and return. Refer to your 
January 1999 issue of The Rail Splitter tor our 
story on the "Evarts" time-capsule and Evarts' 
relationship to Lincoln. Quite a "saucy'' piece! 
(Inside joke.) 

;ociates" of West Townsend, 
1at he describes as the "finest 
>owie knife." Quoting: "Deeply 

F or anyone with a love of polilicals, folk-art, toys, and 
Americana, this has to be the ultimate findl A unique, hand
made fire wagon with hoses, bells, and an incredible 1864 
political adorning the front. The shell-badge, with the slogan 

"Union and Liberty" at top, is one of OQIY two extant examples known. 
This treasure was "discovered'" in an estate closing as property from 
an old toy collection. It then found its way onto e-Bay, selling for just 
over $5,000. Everything about this piece of history "rings our bells!" 

D an Weinberg's Abraham Lincoln 
Bookshop Catalog #143 includes some 
great items - as usual. The standout 
piece is the legendary "Men of Color, 

To Arms" Civil War recruitment poster. Measuring 
3 1/2 x 7 feet, this showpiece was printed in 
Philadelphia. the "headquarters'' for the Civil 
Rights movement, in early summer 1863. It was 
probably used in mass rallies organized by 
Frederick Douglass, whose name appears in type 
al the bottom. One of only two known in private 
hands, this specimen is offered for $24,000. A 
Gardner CDV of "President Lincoln and His Son 
Thaddeus" is $1,300. A CDV of Ford's Theatre by 
Washington's J. F. Jarvis is $1,100. A July 19, 
1867 printed document, accomplished and 
signed by D. L. Gooding, as U.S. Marshal, autho
rizing the release of John Surratt on bail during 
his conspiracy trial is listed for $4,600. Of the tour 
names listed for release, Surratt's name is 
crossed out, Indicating that the authorities had 
second-thoughts. 
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f correct 'Manufactured by Wheat & Vandalson for W. B. Locke. Aug. 3rd 
Jrsuit of Abe Lincoln'". William Locke served in the 1st Mississippi and 10th 
Ir knife is known with inscription relating to Samuel Johnson, a comrade-in
Juaranteed," this slice of Southern history can be yours for $59,500. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. Ut'lf.il-'SW,._M,"'/,t (~,,,,_, J 

..;.,;....1-J-Jii-,~. 
... J( ... -- -=.;::;,;.;='----1 

~,;~ rJ ... .,4.,,_._,.1.,.. u~ -- .-,;,,,, 

ince our last report, Rail Splitter Curtis 
Lindner of Redding, Connecticut issued 
his second and third auction catalogs. As 
before, there was a healthy assortment 

of Lincoln items to be had. A most unusual 
memorial "cameo under glass" In photograph
ic velvet-lined case sold for $550 and a striking 

-···-✓ - #,...,~..,,-·-'-,•"" .... 
-,u,#16. ~"--,.....,.,_ .,. ~-••4 

"Honest Abe Lincoln - Wide Awake" ribbon in -==;:=== 
pink (with a portrait that has always struck us r-----'----------.,,., 

neat piece recently selling on the internet: a 
Robert Todd Lincoln signed document on 
behalf of the War Department authorizing a 

payment to Pinkerton's National Detective Agency In 

as sort-of wimpy) sold for whopping $4,000 
against an estimate of $2,500. In his third auc
tion, which closed last month, we counted thir
teen Lincoln items, ranging from CDV's to fer
rotypes. A stereoview of the chair Lincoln sat in 
when assassinated sold for $275 despite some 

----- ... , damage/tears; rarety-encoun-b...;:::;:====.;:::====~:...a 
tered CDV's of Stehpen 

1885. Given the association value (Alan Pinkerton, 
Presdient Lincoln's friend and protector, the first "pri
vate eye" and founder of the Secret Service), it was 
more than reasonable at $190. 

Douglas' birthplace and grave r---'----==..,,.,,.===::::, 

C 

by the Chicago photographer 
Garbutt sold for $83 and 
$75 respectively -
bargains in our minds! 

hris Fricker, an auctioneer from 
Bloomington, Illinois, sold the 
following two items at an estate 
sale: a rare 1-lb. "Lincoln Coffee" 

tin (very colorful) for $650, and a tin sign 
advertising "Lincoln 
Paints" for $80. His 
motto: "No Estate 
Too Large or Too 
Small" (which 
could be restated 
as "size doesn't 
matter!" but let's 
leave it at that!). 

T 

A lso on e-Bay In February: ''This auction Is for a 
piece of the towel used to wipe the blood from 
President Abraham Lincoln's head after he was 
shot... Augustus Clark a boarder at the {Petersen) 

home took the towel and cut it into relics for sale. He gave 
one piece to then Gov. of Mich. and one to his uncle. This 
piece has been on loan to The National Museum of Civil 
War Medicine here in Frederick, MD since 7 /14/98, for an 
exhibit on Lincolns death. IL was displayed along with the 
death mask of his face and hands as well as a lock of his 
hair. This contains a piece of the towel, and a letter written 
April 14, 1865 explaining the piece of towel. The towel 
piece and envelope have been sealed under thick plastic 
together and the letter is also sealed alone. I have letters 
from Mass. Historic Society. The Civil War Museum, and 
Frederick Underwriters who insured the piece for 
$100,000 while it was on loan at the Museum." Three bids 
reached $6,200 without the reserve being met. 

radewlnds Antiques of Manchester-by-the-Sea. Massachusetts is a 
specialty auction house dealing in canes with an occasional political 
and historical piece. Their April sale had this rather bawdy carved
horn figural cane of General Robert E. Lee, in "the buff." A plaque on 

the reverse is inscribed "Gen. Lee Going South 3 July, 1863" referring to Lee's 
defeat at Gettysburg. He seems to be grasping his buttocks. We're not sure if 
he is awaiting a swift kick in the derriere, or saying "Kiss my a .... " This one 
didn't fall between the cracks, realizing $3,100. 
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A lexander Autographs 
of Greenwich, CT held 
another of their "tele
phone book" auctions 

on April 20th and 23rd (that's 
the size of the catalog, not 

./J.,_ .. ~;t' 2-.,> 4 Z:-.4' . ., .. ) ~ / ,.r......__ ~- .,.._. 
~- .. ';1"1.·~- ·~-"J,S •• , ~- ,-;::. ,-,..u ,;;'i"?..J",1;., .. 
..,,.~ ..... ,I-~ -- .. ' .. ✓- -.J ;¥.,.,'- -1 .d..,,-c ,c T he "One Nation Historic Antiques Auction" 

of May 28th contained an exciting find, 
namely, an uncut sheet of six Lincoln cam
paign ferros. Catalogued as a "1/4 plate size 

melainotype stamped 'Nell's Patent"', this sheet typi
fies the process used in producing ferrotype badges . 
Multiple images were produced on a single sheet and 
then cut out individually and mounted in brass 
frames. These pre-production Images are rarely 
encountered. What makes this one particularly 
appealing is the size of the photos, intended for use 

'o/'"' ~fl• ... :-

~,:. J ,r,. ,r,n,, 

what they're selling!). Among L---

the numerous lots was a CDV-sized portrait of Mrs. 
Jefferson Davis from 1902, inscribed by the Rebel 
First Lady in old-age, ($260). Another interesting 
piece was a two-page ALS by a former Union band 
member reminiscing about playing "Dixie" for Lincoln 
at Grant's HQ In 1865 (" ... Lincoln called for Dixie's 
Land ... I said, Mr. President, that's a Confederate tune. 
He smiled and said it WAS but we captured it."). It sold 
for $540. And a DS by Lincoln, August 18, 1852, sold 

. ,;....--;_,... 
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for $5,500 plus fifteen-percent buyer's. It was a ._ ____ .., 
receipt for monies deriving from the estate of his father-in-law, R. S. Todd, 
whose will was being challenged by Mary's brother George - Lincoln was 
retained by Mrs. Ninian Edwards to defend the challenge on behalf of the Todd 
sisters. Talk about family association! 

E 
arty American History Auctions, Inc. of La Jolla, 
California had, as usual, a good deal of 
Lincolniana In their April 3rd sale. An Indian 
peace medal in bronze, produced by the U. 

S. Mint. in exceptionally high-relief, sold for 
$1,150. A "home-made" 1864 Lincoln ferrotype 
badge, using two sides of a United States 2-cent 
piece, one side with a small shield cut into the coin to 
house a ferrotype and the other hand-painted in 
red, white, and blue - no-doubt a unique artifact
had some collector coughing-up S1 ,265 to add it 
to their collection. A piece of sheet music, ''The 
Rail Splitter's Polka" (which would have looked 
nice hanging on the walls of our publisher's office!) 
had someone dancing to the tune of $1,265 against a 
$300 estimate. Oh well, guess we'll just have to sit this 

dance out. In their followlng 
sale, held June 12th, a Typed 
Letter Signed (TLS) by 
Robert Todd Lincoln, dated 
June 1, 1903, responding to 
an inquiry and reminiscing 

about a miniature portrait 
of Abraham Lincoln 
painted by a Mr. Brown 
In 1860 ($400) plus a 
mint condition Lincoln fer-

rotype from 1864 ($1,050). 

on the largest size campaign 
ferrotypes from 1860, and the 
fact that two different Lincoln 
images are found on the same 
sheet. This gem did not go 
unnoticed, attracting "multi
ple" bids, realizing $4,510 
against a conservative esti
mate of $1,000. 

am treet me oo s anuscripts of Galena, Illinois 
(Bill Butts, proprietor) offers an Autographed Manuscript 
Signed by WIiiiam Dean --
Howells in their newest cat-

alogue. Howells wrote a campaign 
biography of Lincoln in 1860. In 1880, 
at the request of Osborn Oldroyd, he 
wrote out an excerpt from this work for 
inclusion in Oldroyd's Allll!.m.:. 
lmmortelles. This excerpt served as his 
contribution to the work and as his per
sonal tribute to Lincoln. A true rarity 
and priced quite reasonably - $750. 

' 
;--.11.,11, 

, T he Antique & Art 
Exchange of San 

. Francisco has this 
I "circa 1870 China 
trade reverse glass painting 
of Lincoln" for sale. 
Measuring 21 1/2 x 25 1/2" 
overall, it can be yours for a 
paltry $6,000. That's not a 
typo. They're serious. 

0 inonen Book Auctions of Northampton, MA. sold the Malcolm Steams, Jr. Library of Americana in May. "Bandy" Steams was a noted dealer of 
antique silver from Haddam, Connecticut who recently passed away. The collection Included many lots related to the "pantheon· of American states
men: Clay, Galhoun, and Webster. A free-franked malllng envelope, used by Stephen Douglas to send a copy of one of his popular sovereignty 

speeches to a constituent. made $660. An early Boston printing of Edward Everett's oration at Gettysburg (not containing Lincoln's brief remarks), inscribed 
to Judge Blair and signed by Everett, realized $935. The collection included several lots relating to the Field family (famous for Cyrus W. Reid, the engineer 
who laid the Atlantic telegraph cable, and Stephen J. Reid, appointed by Lincoln to an associate judgeship in the Supreme Court). A manuscript diary of 
David Dudley Reid, a prominent Eastern attorney, documenting his meetings with Lincoln, Stanton. Halleck. Chase. and others, also sold for $935. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 

Joseph Levine's Presidential Coin's "Hard 
Times Sale" of March 20th Included 126 
different lots of Lincolniana A large 1860 

campaign medal with a "handsome" profile of 
Lincoln (Joe's footnote indicates this was an 
original issue and not a post-1862 restrike) made 

S een at the 
Washington, 
DC Antiques 
Show last 

January and again 

$210 plus buyer's. A large bronze medal by Victor ..-._-. 
David Brenner Issued the same year his Lincoln 
cent debuted, considered "one of Brenner's 
finest creations," realized $490-plus. And a 
particularly fine example of back-to-back 

at the New York 
Armory Antiques 
Show In May - in 
addition to those 
simply wishing to 
"see and be seen" h 
- was this magnifiMcClellan-Pendleton ferro 

with ribbon attached 
attracted a final bid of $600 
plus buyer's. 

or 

• 

cent 35 1/2 x 43'' oil on canvas depicting the second inauguration of 
Abraham Lincoln. Price tag, $14,500. The dealers, Woldman & Weidman 
of Alexandria, Virginia report the piece remains available. 

U niversity Archives of Westport, Connecticut routinely offers some 
truly unique material In their "Rarities Catalog." The most recent 
list includes an archive of Eisenhower Typed Letters Signed 
together with an autographed reproduction of Ike's famous por-

,......._____ trait of Lincoln - $7,500; the 
Grant family Bible presented 
from U.S. Grant to U.S. Grant, 
Jr. - $5,250; and an 1864 free
frank envelope signed by 
Lincoln and addressed to Gen. 
Hitchcock - $3,500. 

lD 

aJuyint /4tottn~a? 
BoucL witL ~l 

IfyouareSelllng ... We buy autographs, documents, manuscripts. family correspondence, 
signed books, signed photos, relics associated with famous people, 
stamp collections, coin collections, etc. We have paid out over $20 million 
in the last five years alone for material of this nature. Whether your 
masterpiece is a single Item or an entlre coUectlon, valued at $1,000 or $1 
million -we are eager to purchase and can pay you within 24 hours. Call 
for a free brochure or fax what you have for sale. 

If you are Buying ... University produces the most fr<."quent and exciting list.<; in the trade. Call 
today for a free list. \Ve handle most every catcgocy and our enormous 
volume allows you to purchase at the most competitive prices. 

Visit our Web Site m UniversltyArchlves.com 
C,111 Toll Fn.:t::: 800-237-5692 or 203-15•1-0J 11 • F:tx 203 t5+31 JI 
"\Vrilc us :it. 49 Richmondville Avenue • Westport, CT 06880 

E-.\la ii, John~ L nivcr~ity Arc hi vt:s.com 

0 .lien1/x•r, ABA..t • I .·JC(. • .l/u1111.~crlpl Sc.:1<'11• • /AD.~ ~ 
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C hristie's East held a single-owner sale on May 12, 1999 of the Joseph La1co Civil War 
Collection. Dr. Laico was an active buyer at tri-state area auctions (NY, NJ and CT) over the 
last 15-20 years. Judging by the catalog, he clearly had at his disposal both resources and 
impeccable taste. A key piece In the collection was a bonafide Lincoln daguerreotype. This 

½....(._ .1.. I~. - t~/ 
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quarter-plate image was one of two produced by Christopher German on special order from Lincoln 
himself. They were made by photographing the original albumen taken by German in September, 
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1858. The other copy resides In the Library of Congress. This specimen was given by Lincoln ol,C. .. /~·- ''7T"L.~-

'P--~~ to Harriet Chapman, daughter of Lincoln's cousin, Dennis Hanks. Lincoln's letter of transmit .,1:: .... ~ 
tal noted "this is not a very good-looking picture, but it's the best that could be produced from 
the poor subject." With such provenance and history, this blockbuster image achieved a well
deserved $51,750. An oval salt print taken after the Roderick Coles daguerreotype of 1858, 
widely reproduced on 1860 campaign items, realized $9,800. (At the sitting, Lincoln 
remarked to Coles "I cannot see why all you artists want a likeness of me unless it is 
because I am the homeliest man m the State of Illinois.") An ALS by Lincoln, addressed 

to U. S. Grant, "suggesting" some military strategy 
for Sheridan to pursue against Jubal Early, together 
with Grant's positive response dated the very next 
day, a phenomenal pair, saw battle to $167,500 
before the dust settled. The sale also included three 

S now globe made by the 
Atlas Crystal Company 
in Trenton, New Jersey 
with a white bust of 

Abraham Llncoln and the 
legend, 'Abraham Lincoln, 
the Great Emancipator' on 
an affixed gold sticker. Both 

the globe Itself and the black 
base are made of glass. $305 

on e-Bay in March. 

original "maquettes" 
for Brady composite 
CDV's (the original "art
work" that contained assemblages of 
pasted-down GOV-size photos that were pho
tographed in one shot), including "In Memory of Abraham Lincoln" containing nine differ
ent Brady poses. guided at $2.500-3,500, selling for $25,300. 

S peaking of Christie's, 
this 3" unmounted albu
men print. made as one 
half of a stereoscopic 

card, recently sold in a 
Christie's photography auction. 
How the piece was listed, how
ever, provides an object lesson 
In the need to do your own 
research when considering a 
major purchase. The catalog 
description represents it as a 
photograph of the crowd gath· 
ered November 19, 1863 just 
before Lincoln delivered his 
famous Address at Gettysburg. The catalog cites for reference the Hamilton/Ostendorf 
work Lincoln In Photographs. page 154. Now ... here's the problem. If one consults the 
1963 first edition of the book, the caption does, in fact attribute the photograph to dat
ing from that day in history. But if one reads the same caption in the 1985 revised edition 
(on the exact same page), one learns that this photograph was actually taken "six years 
later at a similar commemorative ceremony ... proof of this fact is that in 1863 horses and 
buggies were not allowed on the cemetery grounds." Now ... while we are not saying the 
photograph was "knowingly misrepresented" - and it is easy to see how the mistake was 
made - we can only assume the incidental information of the photograph actually dating 
to an event in 1869 would impact the price. We are not certain if the winning bidder knew 
any of this - it sold for an astounding $16,000. 

R epresented on e-Bay: "Lincoln ambrotype which may be an original Mathew Brady. This piece belongs to an elderly lady. Her husband's grand· 
father was given this by General Sherman himself. Talk about provenance! The image is on glass. The glass image is then laid down on a piece 
of paper which gives the whole image a nice sepia tone." In actuality, this is not an ambrotype but rather a positive on glass (almost the same 

as a glass slide) that someone has cased. These can date from Victorian times through the tum-of-the century, but are most certainly not 1865. More 
likely 1880s. Please, never buy an item because of the story it comes with or the pretty case! This piece sold for $1,000 in June. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 
T wo new "price-points'' were recently set in the world of Llncolniana. First, a record-price 

was paid for an unsigned Lincoln carte-de-visite. This Incredible image, recently discov
ered In an album of Lincoln related cdvs, came to market in an e-Bay auction. The photo
graph was taken in September, 1861 by Edward Bierstadt while he was In Washington. The 

striking image bears the backmark of the Bierstadt Brothers studio of New Bedford, Mass. Only 
one other example is known to have surfaced in the last thirty years since the first example came 
to light. Nine bidders executed a total of 29 bids with a final "snipe-price" executed by a Midwest 
collector - $5,100. Truly a marvelous, and prohibitive portrait. And, an Autographed Brady CDV, 
possibly from the collection of John Hay {there is some pencil notation on verso regarding It ...._ ______ _, 
belonging to Hay), sold for $85,000 - a record price for a signed carte-de-vislte! The pose was 
one of the few Lincoln did not find objectionable: "I don't know that I have any favorite portrait of myself; but I have thought that if I looked like any of 
the likenesses of me that have been taken, I look most like that one." This example sold to an agent acting on behalf of a California collector at the 
Christie's "Printed Books and Manuscripts" sale on June 9th. (Seems like the "good old days" when these used to bring only $25.000!) 

C atching up on two HCA auctions from our friends in North Carolina: (prices 
do not include a fifteen-percent buyer's premium) a rare and handsome 
1860 Lincoln ribbon in rust on yellow ($4,900); a framed folk-art portrait of 

Lincoln (unsold); a presentation gold bracelet from Mary Todd Lincoln to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Atwater, a fellow boarder at the Clifton House in Chicago where Mary Todd 
and Tad Lincoln stayed In late 1865 ($22,000); a memorial wax profile of Lincoln in 
hexagonal frame ($430); an 1863 J. Wilkes Booth theatrical broadside ($1,700); a set 

of keys from Lincoln's office ($2,350); 
and the lock from Lincoln's law 

office, sold separately, ($900). 

T his 9 x 13" silver print from the original negative 
- printed In the early 1890s - sold for $2,200 
plus fifteen-percent buyer's in Swann's April pho
tography sale. The photograph shows Lincoln the 

candidate, in his white suit, standing In the doorway of 
his house being cheered by supporters following a 
Republican rally the morning of August 8, 1860. If you 
look carefully, you can see someone in the crowd holding 
a placard decrying "KANSAS WONT YOU LET ME IN." ,. 

~----------~ 

A gorgeous carte with local 
advertising and a small, 
mounted albumen - $120, 
2/99, e-Bay. Imagine, Lincoln 

helping to sell woolen remnants! 

,_;i"C-~~ 
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T he Kreisman Gallery, Ltd. of Woodstock, Illinois 
had two unusual Stephen Douglas pieces in 
their February auction. An Autograph Letter 
Signed in pencil to Leonard W. Volk: "I am 

excessively busy and can't get around. I think I can get out 
of my trouble In a week or two." (possibly referring to a 
sitting for Volk's bust of Douglas}. Another ALS, dated 
February 25, 1848, addressed to Elizabeth Todd Edwards 
(Mary Todd Lincoln's sister) read, in part " ... permit one 
who has had the honof of knowing her well and of form
ing a great appreciation of her character and many virtues, 
to subscribe himself very truly her friend .. ." (Douglas had 
previously tried to enlist Elizabeth's help In an unsuccess
ful courtship of Mary Todd). Both failed to meet the 
reserve during the auction and can still be purchased 
directly from the owner for $500 and $1,000 respectively. 

A neat 1862 CMI War let
ter-of-recommendation 
sent to President Lincoln 
on behalf of an E. Hyatt of 
the 7th Regt. of NV 
recently sold on the Inter
net. This letter was writ
ten by a leading New York 
City businessman and 
philanthropist. Theodore 
Roosevett. the father of 
future President. Teddy 
Roosevelt! Ten bidders 
put in a total of thirty bids 
chasing this Interesting 
association piece to 
$735. By the way ... if you 
go to the Theodore 
Roosevelt Birthplace 
National Historic Site on 
East 20th Street In 
Manhattan, you can see 
on exhibit a gorgeous 
signed Lincoln carte, 
inscribed by the President 
- to Teddy's father! 

...... , - , 
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R emember When Auctions of 
Wells, Maine held a mail auc
tion on March 31st and April 

5th that included 162 lots of 
Lincolniana. Some highlights (prices 
don't include the fifteen-percent 
buyer's premium): an Anthony/Brady 
CDV of standing Lincoln ($925); a 

cGowan Book Company's 
recent "Llncolniana & 
Civil War" catalog had 
some interesting entries: 

Gardner CDV of Lincoln taken February 1865 ($4,100); a miniature locket con
taining photos of Lincoln, Jeff Davis & Winfield Scott ($775); a plaster "repli
ca" of the Lincoln death mask ($1,550). and an inscribed invitation to accom
pany Lincoln's body on the funeral train from Washington, DC to Springfield, 
Illinois, "free transportation". stained and soiled ($1,550). 

an 1865 biography of Lincoln in 
Dutch (Monaghan #3756), pub
lished in Amsterdam, $125; an 1865 
bio In wraps in Portuguese, pub
lished in Rio De Janeiro, S250 
(Monaghan #3756); and a copy of 
William Townsend's 1923 work 
Abraham Lincoln Defendant 
(Monaghan #2672, Inscribed by the 
author to Carl Sandburg, ex. coll. 
Ralph Newman), for $175. 

I n our minds, one of the nicest pieces to sell in the April R.WA. auc
tion was an item that is not fully appreciated for what it represents. 
This two-sided silk is a copy of the multicolored paper ballot from 

California. It comes to the market in paper with some frequency selling 
in the $250-300 range. The reverse is a multi-colored depiction of the 
naval battle between the Kearsarge and the Afabama. Now ... 
we've only seen this on silk three or four times. But, we would 
argue it is not a ballot printed on silk, but, in fact, a multicol
ored 1864 campaign ribbon I (As noted in Sullivan/Fischer, 
the overprinting of Henry Baker's name references a promi
nent San Francisco businessman and member of the 
California Republican State Central Committee who no 
doubt had these made.) An example of this silk appeared 
last month at an A.P.I.C. floor-auction. It caught the eye of 
a sophisticated dealer who appreciated the distinction of 
this being a ribbon and not just a ballot on silk. It sold 
for S1 .300. The example in R.W.A. brought the same 
amount. Given the graphics, design. multicolored 
aspect, and that it is from 1864, we find this to be a true bargain! 

R ichard Spellman of Bricktown, NJ sells historical newspapers 
under the trade name "Headlines in History." These are mod
estly-priced collectibles proving that everyone can obtain first
hand historical accounts on a modest budget. Some examples: 

a Feb. 23, 1860 New York Daily Tribune with a small announcement of 
Lincoln's speech at the Cooper Institute ($45), a March 7, 1865 New 
York Times giving full particulars of Lincoln's Second Inaugural Ball 
($30), and a Feb. 28, 1861 New York Times describing Lincoln's prein
augural activities ("Mr. Lincoln walked two or three miles before break
fast to-day") for but $18. And lor only $47.50, you could purchase a 
copy of The New York Times, January 22. 1862, with the back page 
notice "John Tyler, of Viriginia, the only Ex-President resident oin the 
seceded States, is dead." Tyler ls the only President In this country's 
history to not be officially mourned at the time of his death. No procla
mation was Issued. No flags ordered to fly at half-staff. Nothing. It was 
not until fifty years after his death that Congress officially recognized the 
former President's passing with appropriations made for an official 
monument. Just shows what happens when you join the wrong side! 
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Kaminski Auctioneers & 
Appraisers of Beverly, MA, 
sold this 21 x 25" reverse 
painting on glass of U. S. 

Grant in March. In our minds, it 
bears a great deal of similarity in 
style and execution to the reverse 
painting on glass of Lincoln detailed 

earlier in this column. We can 
Imagine these imports all 
being fabored over In the same 
"sweat-shop." While not a 
great likeness, close enough. A 
cigar to the man who bought it 
for $700. 

altimore Book Auction's "Civil War & 
Photography sale" of April offered 
this small folio Currier & Ives print of 
"Hon. Abraham Lincoln, Republican 

Candidate for Sixteenth President of the _______ _. 

United States." With typical aging, surprisingly it failed to reach the 
reserve of $200. An unpublished 237-page typed manuscript from 
1933, examining the question of the Illegitimacy of the birth of 
Abraham Lincoln's mother, Nancy Hanks, inscribed by the author, 
Stephen GIichrist, to the noted Lincoln scholar and collector Thomas 
Irwin Starr, attracted a winning bid of $460. A full-plate tintype, a 
"reverse of the 1866 painting by John H. Littlefield of the death-bed of 
Abraham Lincoln", dated to the late 1860's, made a moribund 5330. 

K en and Jean Owings of Whitman, MA sell Americana on fixed
price lists, with a good number of Civil War items. Their recent 
list included four Lincoln Civil War/political tokens ranging in 

price from $45 to $110. A first edition of the Lincoln-Douglas debates 
was tagged at $350. And a complete set of five Lincoln vs. Jeff Davis 
boxing covers ("Five Rounds") could "have been a contender" for a 
more than reasonable $425. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 
A utograph dealer Robert Batchelder of Ambler, 

PA, has several Interesting pieces in his recent 
catalog. An Autograph Manuscript of Walt 

Whitman, dated August 22, 1865, from the time Whitman 

.. 

James D. Julia's photography auc
tion on February 12, 1999, held 
at Fairfield, Maine, offered one 

stand-out Lincoln piece: a half-plate ~ 
ambrotype of a Lincoln engraving 
based on the Berger portrait taken February, 1864 (you 
were expecting, maybe, a Lincoln ambrotype from-life?) 
Still extremely nice - $2,300 plus fifteen-percent buyer's. 

worked in Washington, D.C. in the Attorney General's 
Office describes some Southerners visiting the 1'pardon 
clerk" to obtain a pardon under President Lincoln's 
"Amnesty Proclamation." There is another fragment 
pasted on top which was intended for inclusion in a pro
posed book 01 Whitman's, Memoranda of a Year, which 
was never published. An interesting piece - S3,900. Also 
for sale, two Lincoln items: a Manuscript Executive Order 
Signed, dated April 27, 1864, appointing a substitute 
Secretary of the Treasury during Salmon Chase's absence 
(and perhaps foreshadowing his departure a few months 
later) for $11,000, and an early Legal Document Signed 
by Lincoln "Stuart & Lincoln" from 1838, a relic of his 
first partnership, for $6,500. 

B ill Spicer of Exeter, Rhode Island held one of his 
better estate sales on June 9th. Included were five 
Currier & Ives historical/political prints, one of 

~~JiWB~....;._~t:..::~ which attracted considerable Interest: the Lincoln 
& Hamlin "Republican Banner for 1860" in original ogee I 

frame. Last year, two Lincoln & Johnson ''Banners" changed hands 
for $8,000 and $101000. The last time a Lincoln & Hamlin sold was 
several years ago when David Frent got $2,200 for one. Both varieties 
appear to be of equal rarity. This latest sale reflected the "bull" mar
ket for Lincolniana. the final price being $6,050. Up1 up. and away! 

W lthout a doubt, the scarcest and most interesting of A.G. 
Townsend's photographs from Oak Ridge cemetery can 
be seen in this carte that recently sold on e-Bay. It shows 
Abraham Lincoln's coffin next to a small coffin bearing 
the remains of his son, William Wallace. ("Willie" was 

born on December 21, 1850 and died at the age of eleven on February 
2,1862.) The photograph shows both coffins as they were placed in 
the cemetery's public receiving vault in Springfield on May 4th,1865, 
This albumen photograph was taken right before the heavy iron gates 
were closed. The coffins remained there for about 10 months until 
the Lincoln Crypt was finished on lhe hill above them. 
Price: $1,750 

T odd Axelrod's last "Simple & Direct" auction sold an 1861 ALS by Edwin Stanton, as 
Buchanan's Attorney General, weighing in on the secession crisis " ... I shall be glad to 
hear the crack of the old rifle in the field and believe that It is not too late yet to save the 
battle & win the victory although at present darkness & gloom overshadow us ... " 

($1,200). The Las Vegas dealer also offered a collection of presidential signatures all comment
ing on Lincoln: picture postcards of Lincoln signed by Taft and Hoover ($775 and $1,265 respec
tively); a program for the unveiling of Borglum's "Seated Lincoln" in Newark, NJ signed by Teddy 
Roosevelt ($1,100); a TLS of Eisenhower declining an invitation to speak on the Gettysburg 
Address and an engraving of the Lincoln Memorial signed by Nixon both failed to meet the reserve. 
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C hristle's "Printed Books and Manuscripts" sate of June 9th contained a selection of 
high-quality Americana that one has come to expect from their company. An American 
"icon," the Charleston Mercury Extra annoucing the dissolution of the Union sold for an 

astounding $79,500. (Two examples have traded hands in the past five years at the $10-12,000 
level... talk about inflation!) An Autograph Letter Signed by Andrew Johnson, as Vice-President 
Elect, addressed to President Lincoln, requesting an audience for two loyal Tennesseeans-writ
ten less than a month before the 1865 Inauguration - sold for only $3,000. An Autographed 
Letter Signed by Lincoln, as the 1860 Republican Presidential nominee, clarifying a common 
misconception regarding his name "You ask for my true Christian name. It is Abraham." made 
a well-deserved $43,700. An engraved Document Signed by Lincoln, appointing Norman Judd 
as Minister to Prussia, made a "gesunte" or healthy $7,500. Judd suggested the idea of the 
Lincoln-Douglas debates and nominated Lincoln for President in 1860, but was disappointed In 
not receiving a cabinet appointment. A Mary Todd Lincoln Autograph Letter Signed on mourn
Ing stationery, dated 1869 from Frankfort, Germany, contained some wistful relfections "Your 
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friendship for me ... is always vividly remembered and your deep sympathy for me, in the terri- L ___ ,::!::::?:::::::i~~~ 
ble loss, of my dearly beloved husband ... even ---------' 
yet, all recollections connected with it distract 
me." This poignant missive written shortly 
before Tad's untimely death went to the State of 
Illinois' collection for a more than reasonable 
$7,500. A Lincoln Partly-Printed Document 
Signed, authorizing the Secretary of State to 
affix the Great Seal to the Presidential ~ 
Proclamation for a day of National Humiliation 
and Prayer to end the war, dated July 7, 1864, 
was bid to $17,250. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 

F rom time to time, we've written-up wonderful e-Bay "discoveries" that help prove the 
maxim Caveat Emptor (let the buyer beware). We generally resist covering the 
NUMEROUS lots that fit into this category - ranging from Lincoln letters signed with 
a ballpoint pen to this "Authentic" signed portrait (a post-assassination engraving with 

a printed, facsimile signature - no takers given the minimum bid of $25,000). While we try 
to resist, some are just too goofy to ignore! Case in point: "We believe this Ambrotype photo 
to be a very rare photogragh of Abraham Lincoln with his wife Mary Todd Lincoln and her 
sister. This was taken before Lincoln grew a beard." The offering had an opening of $1,250, 
but failed to sell. Imagine that! 

I vory portrait miniature on e-Bay this June 
- 12 bidders executed a total of 35 bids, 
selling for just shy of $1,200. 
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S tater's Americana just concluded the first installment of the dis
persal of the U. I. "Chick" Harris collection. Chick and his wife Ceil 
actively collected political items for fifty years. Despite limited 
resources, the Harris' were able to amass a multi-million dollar 

collection that is today considered the finest in the hobby. Unlike some 
well-heeled collectors of today, they had to be extremely resourceful In 
their collecting pursuits and, despite the relatively inexpensive prices of 
items "back then," had to allocate their resources judiciously. The collec
tion has depth in all categories, particularly 3-dimensional material. Also 
in the collection were examples of both the Lincoln-Johnson and 
McClellan-Pendleton jugates - side-by-side portraits of the 1864 presi
dential candidates pictured with their running-mates, mounted on small, 
shield-shaped campaign badges. (The pioneer collector J. Doyle DeWitt 
never acquired either!) These were sold privately before the first sale for 
$60,000. Seven more auctions are planned over the course of the next two 
years with the bulk of the Lincoln material appearing in later sales. This 
time around. a fabulous cartoon CDV of "Mac the Giant Killer" (depicting 

~-'---------, a supine Lincoln knocked dead by the 

few more recent 
e-Bay prices: a 
carte of John 

Hanks with a detailed 
legend on verso ($275); 
an excellent CDV of 
John Wilkes Booth with 
the original photogra
phers's imprint - Case & 
Getchell ($51 O); and a 
gorgeous Grant carte by 
Anthony/Brady - chased 
with ten bids executed 
by six bidders ($290). 
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"Constitution" club wielded by McClellan) went to 
a worthy Midwest collector for $533. A rarely
seen portrait ballot of Andrew Johnson employ
ing the old chestnut slogan "The Constitution and 
the Union," circa 1866, went to a sophisticated 
collector (yes ... one of us!) for $315. Johnson's 
likeness on anything of a campaign/political 
nature is extremely tough to find ... for obvious 
reasons. A matched pair of Currier & Ives hand
colored large-folio lithographs of Breckinridge 
and Lane sold for $1,100. (They made ones for 
Lincoln and Hamlin, but who has ever seen 
them?) Add 10% buyer's. 
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T he cover lot for Larry Gottheim's recent BE
HOLD auction of vintage photography was a 
stunning image detailing the construction of 
the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. 

Both the sculptor and architect are P.Osed in front 
with Black workers shown hoisting the right hand of 
the still headless Emancipator. The symbolic as weU 
as historical significance of this image is easily rec
ognized. This photograph - and those shown below 
- are part of an archive that includes 49 linen
backed prints. details for the construction of the 
base of the monument in 1914-15 (the entire monu
ment was completed in the 192O's), as well as the 
actual architectural blueprints for the base itself. 
(Few visitors to the Monument appreciate just how 
elaborate the base is with their attention focused 
solely on the statue itself as they mount the steps.) 

All the prints are fine engineering studies with glimpses of various downtown 
Washington buildings. Each photograph is dated, inscribed, and has a backstamp for 
"The Commercial Phot. Co., Washington." 

Larry, a Rail Splitter from Binghamton, NY, reports that there was a great deal of 
interest in the photographs that reflected the shaping of the Lincoln visage, a good 
deal of the collection focused more on the engineering aspects of the Monument. The 

group failed to reach the reserve of $5,000 and remains available. Interested parties can reach Larry through our office. 
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BOOTH EXPOSED ONCE AGAIN! 
The Discovery of Additional Unpublished Photographs! 

I 
n the April, l998Rail Splitter, (Vol. 3, No. 4), we presented four unpublished photographs of John \Vilkes Booth. To our knowledge, 
these represented the only confirmed portraits of Booth to surface since the 1979 release of John Wilkes Booth Hjmse)f. We are 
pleased, however, to present two additional photographs - recently discovered by one of our colleagues, Thomas Harris of New 
York City. In addition to adding to the catalog of known images, these cartes-de-vlsite provide the identity of the hitherto 
unknown photographer. 

Both photographs were taken in St. Louis late In 1861 or early 1862. In that sitting, Booth posed in a series of seven portraits 
with friends - apparently acting out a storyline. He also posed for what was thought to be just one portrait on his own (#G-7), noted 
by the catalogue raisonne' authors with: "A photographer in St. Louis, Missouri, can be credited with an unusual Booth photograph 
- unusual because it only appears to exist In a cabinet size, Photographs in this larger format were not in vogue in the United State 
until 1866, after Booth's death, but this picture was taken In late 1861 or early 1862 when Booth played in St. Louis. Thus it Is one 
the earlier known examples of the cabinet card in America." While the portrait that was published may exist only in a cabinet format 
we doubt the accuracy of the assumption - the cabinet card was most likely made at a later time. We believe this given the discove . 
of portrait #5 in carte format. And the imprint on the verso tells us that all of these portraits were made by "Heald & Stiff 
Photographers. Cor. Fourth and Locust Sts., St. Louis." 

Portrait #6, a unique close-up from the original negative (from group photograph #G-15), has never been seen. And given thal 
the whereabouts of the original photographs are unknown, Lbese two pieces represent the only known examples of cartes from the St 
Louis session to remain extant. 

Portrait #6 offers an isolated focus on Booth with dimension and wannth lost in the group portrait. Noted photographic hlstorh 
an/dealer Howard Daltz examined Tom's discoveries and was quite taken with the second image. He was impressed with the ethere
al quality, the immediacy and presence that shows a vulnerability in the eyes of the future assassin... "The tone and contrast to th, 
photograph, the shades of light, remind me of elements I have only seen in the works of Julia Margaret Cameron and Oscar Gusta\ 
Rejlander, two 19th century British photographers. For an American photograph of the 1860s, this is truly an exceptional portrait.' 
We agree - and are grateful for the opportunity to share these with our readers. ,,.... 

John Wilkes Booth, #5 John Wilkes Booth. #6 
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Lincoln and the Turncoat 
Chuck Becht/off 

Back in March, I saw what appeared to be a bargain on 
eBay's internet auction site - a signed Lincoln document. With 
about five minutes remaining, and the price still hovering at 
$3,500, I performed the necessary "snipe-bid" and secured the 
piece at a somewhat more realistic price of $4,400. At the time, I 
didn't fully realize what I had purchased - It was difficult to get 
a true read on this piece until I received it In the mail. 

This wonderful letter reads as follows: 

My dear Sir 
(Judge M Blair) 

Hq2nd Cavalry Division 
Army of the Potomac 

August 6, 1862 

I am very sorry and disappointed to learn that Capt. 
Magruder of the 1st. Cavalry has not been confirmed as Brig_ 
Gen 'I of Volunteers by the U.S. Senate. I have known him long and 
well and know him to be one of the best and well tried officers in 
the Army, and one who will as he has ever done do credit to him
self and the government he serves in every position in which he 
may be placed. Would it be presuming too far to ask you to see 
the President and request him to entertain Capt. Magruder's 
claims to some one of the vacancies which have been 
made in the Brigadiers by the recent promotions 
to Major Generals. He has been in the ser
vice sixteen years, is a thorough and expe
rienced soldier, and zealous loyal and faith
ful. 

I am very respectfully 
Your obedient Servant 

George Stoneman 
Brig Gen'I 

George Stoneman was a classmate of this par
ticular officer, William Thomas Magruder. Both grad
uated trom West Point, Stoneman in 1846 and 
Magruder In 1850. According to military records, 
Magruder was promoted to Capt. in January of 1861. 
On the 3rd of August 1861, he was transferred to the 1st. 
Cavalry. The gentleman to whom this letter was written 
was Postmaster Genera.I Montgomery Blair. He obviously 
presented this letter to Lincoln who submitted it to Sec. of 
War Stanton. Lincoln signed it on Aug. 11, 1862. Apparently 
Stanton did not do anything with it as Magruder was not pro
moted and resigned his commission on October l, 1862. 

Why did this happen? Could it be that he was turned down 
because he was the brother of the famous Confederate general 
"Prince~ John Magruder? Shortly thereafter, he was appointed a 
Captain - acting adjutant general in the Confederate States of 
America. As detailed in Mjssissjppj at Gettysburg. he reappears 

as a member of the 11th Mississippi 
in Joseph Davis' brigade. The I Ith 

Mississippi joined Davis on the 
night of July 2, 1863 and was 
positioned for the assault just 
below the crest of Seminary 
Ridge in a skirt of limber. The 
55th North Carolina sat on the 
right and the 11th Mississippi 
on the left. To their immediate 
north was the Bryan barn, a 

frame building that represented 
the "high-water mark" for 

Mississippians that afternoon. This 
was just 47 yards beyond the point 

where General Armistead fell. 
Captain Magruder was killed on the wall just to the left of the 

Bryan barn - while urging others, by order and example, to do 
their duty. As for George Stoneman, who served as Chief of 
Cavalry, Army of the Potomac, under George B. McClellan, after 
leaving the military, he moved to California and served as that 
state's governor, 1883-7. 

Thanks to my friend, John "Bud" Schantz, a CiviJ War expert 
who shared all this collateral history, I discovered some real 
depth to what would otherwise be a "routine" Lincoln note. It 
proves there is often an involved story worth telling behind a sim
ple "Submitted to the Secretary of War, A. Lincoln" note! -f?-. 
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Rail Splinters 
~ "Lincoln Makes a Return Visit to Albany!" For 

• - - those planning a visit to the State Capitol at 
Albany, New York, please check out the recently installed Lincoln 
painting "News From the Front" by John Dyer, an Albany artist 
best known for his Adirondack landscapes. Dyer spent the last 
seven years completing the work he considers his greatest artis
tic achievement and the culmination of a dream. Dyer studied 
Lincoln since he was a boy, recently completed extensive 
research into his physiology, including how his weight varied 
over time, even looking into his dental characteristics. The 
artist's model was a 6 foot, 5 1/2 inch tall retired government 
employee attired in an I860's Brooks Brothers suit. The work is 
displayed in the Capitol's Red Room, opposite a portrait of 
Theodore Roosevelt, a prominent Llncolnphile of years past. In 
1865. Lincoln lay in state at the former Capitol, now the site of 
the east lawn of Capitol Park. 

~ Rail Splitter Roy Licari sent in an interesting article 
~ from an old issue of The Washington Star (4/20/7o). 
The piece identifies the author of one of the most famous missives 
associated with Lincoln. Visitors to the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington invariably find themselves moved by the inscription 
on the wall behind Lincoln's statue: "In This Temple, As 1n The 
Hearts Of The People For Whom He Saved The Union, The 
Memory Of Abraham Lincoln ls Enshrined Forever." In 1938, the 
author of these lines commented, "I have written millions of words 
for my paper and in books, but I care most for those few above the 
statue. I am a modest man, but I confess that I have always wished 
that my name might in some way be associated with them." Glad 
to oblige! The author was Royal Cortissoz, a New York journalist 
and art critic from 1891 until his death in 1948. Confidante of 
artists and academics, he numbered among his friends Henry 
Bacon, the architect of the Lincoln Memorial. He contributed 
inscriptions to many of Bacon's works. Bacon advised him to 
"Save yourself up for the most important of them all, the one for 
the Lincoln Memorial." He obviously took the advice to heart. 
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Despite the objections of Pres. Harding and Chief Justice William 
Howard Taft, the sentiment was approved and the work complet
ed. (What choice words did those two ever come up with?) 

~ "Abe on the Web." The current crop of Lincoln 
~ scholars/researchers have a new weapon in their 

arsenal... the internet! The Abraham Lincoln 
Association's website (www.alincolnassoc.com.) has a database 
containing the complete text of the eight volume Collected 
Works of Abraham Lincoln. Scholars can now search for a par
ticular word or phrase and ascertain immediately when and how 
often it appears in Lincoln's writings. Some interesting discover
ies have already been made: as his presidency progressed, 
Lincoln referred to the United States as a "nation~ with greater 
frequency, and less as a "Union." Likewise, his references to the 
Declaration of Independence diminish markedly after 1858. 
Certain words and phrases only appear on rare occasions, 
prompting researchers to conclude that the speeches or letters 
that contain them were written partially, or wholly, by Lincoln's 
secretaries. Discoveries of this type were not as apparent under 
the traditional methods of research. Will the web replace labori
ous hours spent in the stacks or at the microfiche? Time will tell. 

~ "Lincoln From Life: As The Artists Saw Him" is the title 
~ of a special exhibit at The Lincoln Museum in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, running from April 24 to October 17, 1999. The 
brochure for the exhibit states: «Visitors to the exhibit will dis• 
cover: • Lincoln sat more often for artists than has been previous
ly acknowledged. • Lincoln was a willing participant in the efforts 
of artists to portray him, in spite of his innate modesty and embar
rassment abow his appearance. • Lincoln encouraged the produc
tion of flattering portraits of himself that would romanticize his 
public image." lo addition to paintings and sculptures, the exhib
it will feature photographs that artists commissioned to help 
them model Lincoln, as well as examples of mass-produced 
engraved and lithographic copies of paintings from the 1860's. 
The exhibit will conclude with a Grand Presidential Ball in 
October featuring authentic period music, dancing, and cos
tumes. Sounds like fun. While there, check out their collection! 
For more information, contact the museum at: 200 East Berry 
Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46802. Telephone: 219/455-3864. You can 
visit them on the net at: www.TheLlncolnMuseurn.org. 

~ Use of the term "folio" can be quite confusing given 
~ the varied definitions between book and print deal
ers. While some of the more "traditional" book/manuscript deal· 
ers still use terms such as folio, quarto, octavo, etc. to note 
paper size, more often the actual measurements are used. Now 
in the print field, "foUo" dimensions remain prevalent. Our 
Criends at The Old Print Shop tell us that folio sizes are pegged 
against Currier & Ives prints. And while there were numerous 
variations, for the most part there were three basic sizes: small, 
medium and large folio. The vertical dimension is always given 
first followed by the horizontal (or "width"). The area of the 
actual portrait (the "color image") is what is measured to deter
mine size, regardless of the border. Small folio prints have an 
image size of approximately 9 x 12". Medium folio prints have an 
image size of approximately 12 x 15" with some variation in both 
dimensions. Large folios usually range from 18 to 22 inches in 
height and 24 lo 36 inches in width. 
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~ We all do our bit to keep the memory of Abraham 
~ Lincoln alive. The "Lincoln Highway Association," 
numbering about 400 members, does it in a roundabout way- by 
focusing their attention on the Cirst transcontinental highway 
built in the United States, the "Lincoln Highway." 

Back in 1912, Carl Fisher, the founder of the Indy 500, first pro
posed a paved transcontinental highway. He was joined in this 
venture by Henry Joy, president of the Packard Motor Company, 
and Frank Seiberling, president of the Goodyear Tire Company. 
They wanted to name the road after Abraham Lincoln. They did
n't feel that naming a monument after him (the Lincoln Memorial 
was in the planning stages at this time) was as ~practical." 

In 1924, the roadway was completed. The cross-country trip 
by car was reduced from 60 to 20 days. The success of the high
way, in turn, helped spawn a nationwide system of highways, 

with the concomitant motels, restaurants, and requisite gas sta
tions. That very same year, Republican partisans organized a 
coast-to-coast "Lincoln Tour" along the highway, using the 
resulting publicity to promote the Coolidge-Dawes ticket. 

Of course, cross-country travel was quite different then. 
Travel guides estimated dally expenses at under $5, and advised 
several precautions, including the use of sun-goggles to mini
mize glare and cautioning against fording water without first 
wading through it. One thing that hasn't changed - the New 
Jersey segment of the highway was the most congested with 
more than 50% of the vehicles being "heavily laden trucks." 

This past June, Alan Hathaway, a 70-year old Iowa dentist, 
recreated the 1924 "Lincoln Tour." In a span of two weeks, he 
drove his 1924 Model-T Ford from NYC to San Francisco. It was 
the third time this trusty vehkle has made the 3,389-mile jour
ney. First in 1924 with stunt driver Frank Kulich, then again in 
1974 with Mr. Hathaway. The Model-T, the IO-millionth produced, 
has a 22-horsepower engine, no odometer or speedometer, and 
travels at the alarming rate of 33-mlles per hour. The successful 
passage marked the 75th annive.rsary of the highway. Interest in 
Lincoln can "drive" people to great lengths!! 

~ We offer this bit of counsel regarding "signed" cartes-
~ de-visite. This cdv of Horace Greeley sold on e-Bay in 
February with the description noting that "the cdv is signed in 
ink below the image but I leave it to you to determine if this is 

his own signature." Now ... any curso
ry examination of a Greeley document 
shows this clearly to be Greeley's sig
nature. The only problem is that it is 
just a printed facsimile. In fact, It is a 
really good facsimile looking quite like 
an inked signature. Only under 
extreme magnification can you tell 
that it is printed. Another way to tell 
- it is the exact same specimen as 
found on other Greeley cartes. This 
example, a handsome carte certainly 
worth S75-100, sold to someone "play
ing a bad hunch" for $400. 

~ Tim Gordon Auctions of Frederick, Maryland held 
~ a two-day antiques auction in April with a good 

selection of vintage photographs and Civil War memorabilia. An 
inquiry regarding a Custer CDV elicited the response that the 
imprint was "B. M. Brady.~ This threw our in-house experts into 
a tizzy. Clearly this had to be a fantasy piece or a later creation. 
Certainly the house of Brady would never allow boards (mounts) 
to be used with the misprinted name (Mathew 8. Brady -
"M.B." ... not "B.M. Brady!") But guess what? The piece is defi
nitely good. We picture both sides for your benefit. As such ... 
perhaps you will forgive a few more errors in this less scruti
nized journal! $ l ,500. 

d26 Par,n,ytvania Ayer,u~. 

,-.aw1NO'l'flXi » o. 

~ F.ach year, 1.8 million people visit the Battlefield at 
• -~ Gettysburg. They usually stop by the visitor's cen

ter, located near the spot of Pickett's Charge. The center features 
a 360-<legree panoramic painting of the battle. Plans were just 
announced for the removal of the current center and its replace
ment by a $40 million facility a half-mile to the southeast, outside 
of the main battle area. The new center will house the painting, 
a bookstore, and a restaurant. The National Park Service hopes 
the new facility will accommodate more visitors to Gettysburg 
and have less of an obtrusive impact on the historic landscape. 
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~ Rail Splitter Dean Rudoy spotted this small feature 
• - when going through a collection of Civil War-era 

newspapers he recently acquired. This ran In the October 24, 
1862 issue of the New York Tribune. Dean feels this small story 
helps illustrate the humanlty of "Lincoln, the man." 

President Lincoln and a Wounded Rebel 

The following remarkable scene, connected with the President's 
late visit to the Rebel hospital at Sharpesburg, is narrated by a 
Baltimore correspondent: Passing through one of the hospitals, 
devoted exclusively to Confederate sick and wounded, President 
Lincoln's attention was drawn to a young Georgian - a fine, noble 
looking youth - stretched upon a humble cot. He was pale, emaci
ated, and anxious, far from kindred and home, vibrating, as it 
were, between life and death. Every stranger that entered caught 
his restless eyes, in hope of their being some relative or friend. 
President Lincoln observed this youthful soldier, approached and 
spoke, asking him if he suffered much poin. "I do,~ was the reply. 
ul have lost a leg, and feel I am sinking from exhaustion." 

uwould you," said Mr. Lincoln, "shake hands with me if I were 
to tell you who I am?" The response was affirmative. "There 
should,• remarked the young Georgian, ~be no enemies in this 
place. " Then said the distinguished visitor, ·1 am Abraham Lincoln, 
President of the United States. " The young sufferer raised his head, 
looking amazed, and gently extended his hand, which Mr. Lincoln 
took and pressed tenderly for some time. There followed an instinc-

live pouse. The wounded Confederate's eyes melted into tears, his 
lips quivered, and his heart beat full. President Lincoln bent over 
him motionless and dumb. His eyes, too, were overflowing, thus 
giving utterance to emotions far beyond the power of language to 
describe. It was a most touching scene. Not a dry eye was present. 
Silence was subsequently broken by a kind, conciliatory conversa
tion between the President and this young Confederate, when they 
parted, there being but slim hopes of the latter's recovery. 

~ The decision to conduct DNA testing on the blood-
• splattered velvet cloak Mary Todd Lincoln wore 

the night of her husband's assassination has been put on hold. 
The cloak resides in the Chicago Historical Society - in the com
pany of other relics, some with suspect provenance. Proponents 
of the DNA testing wish the cloak to be examined to prove 
whether the President had Marfan syndrome, a genetic disease 
that may have contributed to his gangly appearance. Of course, 
proving the blood was Lincoln's might be difficult, since no sam
ples were taken from his remains and there are no living descen
dants. Conservators and historians are fearful of damage to the 
cloak and other relics tested. They argue that testing should be 
postponed until "non-evasive" tests become available. Aside 
from alJ this minutia, as reflected on by a historian with the 
Society, the question begs asking: "Do we rea.lly want all these 
wonderful mysteries solved?" 

Remember When Auctions, Inc. 
Specializing in 

Autographs, Documents, Manuscripts & Related Items 
;;::~ 

-~--.. 
..,--·:·- ... .,, 

Remember When Auctions, Inc. has been selling since 1988 a wide assortment of Documents, 
Letters, Signed Photos, and material related to all categories, including: Revolutionary War, Civil 
War, Presidents, Sports, Science & Business, Music & Art, Entertainers, etc. We host three auc
tions every year with profusely illustrated catalogs. Should you have an interest in consigning to 
our sales, we can assure you professonal service and guarantee maximum exposure to collec

tors and dealers across the country. Please give us a call to discuss your needs. 
Jim & Pat Smith 

RWA, P.O. Box 1829, Wells, ME 04090 Tel. (207) 646-2740 Fax (207) 646-0363 
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~ Rail Splitter John Koster of Alameda, CA forwarded 
Z:::: a copy of the May/June issue of Skeptical Inquirer

The Magazine for Science and Reason. The magazine features an 
article by Lincoln collector Joe Nickell entitled "Paranormal 
Lincoln." It discusses various "supernatural" experiences related 
to the Lincolns Including the future president seeing a double
image of himself (on two separate occasions, once with his wife) 
In the family mirror of his Springfield home. The article also 
details the various prophetic dreams he had while President, 
and the spiritualist beliefs of Mary Todd. These events are 
explained in the context of scientific phenomenon, personality 
traits, and mental states. Nicholls concludes " ... neither his lile 
nor his death offers proof of paranormal or supernatural occur
rences .. ." Great reading for the skeptics amongst us! 

~ Congratulations to Rail Splitter Dr. Daniel Bassuk, 
⇒-:z President of the Association of Lincoln Presenters. 

Thirty-eight of their members posed together in character for a 
photograph that can now be found on the back cover of the cur
rent issue of American Heritage (July/August). These actors help 
inspire a shared passion for history and the nobility of Lincoln in 
programs all across the country. 

~ Rail Splitter Ted Miller of Fruitland Park, Florida, 
• sent us an itemized list of material from his 

Lincoln collection that was stolen from his home in Broward 
County in 1970. He notes that "it is probably out of the question 
to expect any information on the collection after so long and I do 
believe that the collection was sold before it was ever taken. We 
know the identity of the person who set things up but, of course, 
could never prove it. The FBI said at the time they had been 
watching him but could never catch him ... he was too smart." 
The collection consisted of 135 items ranging from ferrotypes 
and medals, to decorative pieces. While most are not unique, 
and there are no detailed photographs available, at least two 
items from this holding are unique (one-of-a-kind): a 
Congressional Medal of Honor awarded to Sergt. John R. 
Edwards, Co. E 7th Vet Res. Corps of Escorts, accompanying the 
remains of President Abraham Lincoln, April 1865; and a Union 
Discharge Medal cast in I OK gold, engraved "E. L. Hawk, 
Commander in Chief GAR 1928." If anybody has any information 
on these specific items, please contact Ted through this journal. 
As stated previously in this publication, no one can ever claim 
clear title to stolen property. 

We found a photograph of this wonderful, hand-colored lithograph In our files. Measuring 17 x 25", the piece is entitled: Bermuda Hundreds Virginia, Month of 
May A.O. 1864. 'Where every prospect pleases And only man is vile.' Remarks Made On That OcCEsion And Heretofore Unrecorded By Historians of the War. The 

lithograph is by Hatch & Co. of New York, and was published in 1867 by R. DeTreville. This rather cynical, allegorical tableau seems to ridicule everybody's 
favorite whipping-boy, Gen. Ben 
Butler. Borrowing imagery remi
niscent of Hieronymus Bosch, 
including Satan riding on a pig 
with a Bourbon-bottle torso and 

spoon In its mouth, It makes 
slight reference to cabinet mem-

bers Welles, Chase, and 
Stanton, as well as army con
tractors and profiteers. After 

moving two-thirds of his force 
to the north side of the James 
River to assist a besieged Army 

of the Potomac, Butler was 
hamstrung to make any offen
sive movements. He summa
rized his plight by saying, "The 
necessities of the Army of the 
Potomac have bottled me up at 
Bermuda Hundred." (hence the 
Bourbon bottle!) Grant, In the 

guise of a heron, safely watches 
from a distance. A rare, and 
highly-partisan piece from an 

obscure. New York publisher. II 
doesn't get any better! 
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LETTERS 
}~EDITOR 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

On page 13 of the recent issue (April, 1999) there is a pho
tograph of what is identified as "an unknown Lincoln actor in 
costume." The person in the photograph is Charles E. Bull, who 
was a well-known Lincoln portrayer in his day. He was featured 
in Lincoln lore (#1599; May, 1971) and lincamation 2.2 (Fall, 
1993). I own the same carte, autographed on the reverse, which 
I bought for $3.00 at a flea market! 

Steven K. Rogstad 
Racine, WI 

Dear Rail Splitter: 

J was fascinated by an item pictured in your current issue -
the Lincoln cabin at the World's Columbian Expo. [Pictured as 
"Another Great Find," p. 24, Vol. 4, No. 4.) I am somewhat con
versant on the fair, since it's one of those events/items that falls 
under my "historian" and "collector" hats. 

I've learned enough over the years to know how little I know, 
so I hesitate to criticize! But I went back to my personal library 
of reference materials published at the time of the fair to look for 
the Lincoln cabin reference. The only cabin referenced was the 
"pioneer" cabin, as noted in my book (written with Christine 
Laing): The Chica~o World's Fair of 1893 - The World's 
Columbian Exposition (The Preservation Press National Trust 
for Historic Preservation, Washington, D.C., 1992). There well may 
have been a Lincoln cabin at the fair, as the dozens of books I've 
read on the fair are literally bubbling over with contradictions and 
factual errors. I did note that the log cabin reference in my book 
and many guides contemporary to the fair was apparently situat
ed between 59th and 60th Streets off Washington along the 
Midway. I also believe that the building in the photograph you 
reproduced must be one of the "grand" buildings to the east or 
lakeside of the Midway, not a "temple" or attraction on the 
Midway. lf you look at the Hght but visible structure beneath the 
dome, it is far too large to be any building on the Midway. 

And last but not least, I do not believe that the fair was built 
on the swamp of Jackson Park to demonstrate our burgeoning 
industrialization, but rather, it was conceived in a far more artis
tic, ethereal sense of blending the natural terrain with water 
from the molded swamplands, which became the lagoons of the 
fair where waterborne travel was accentuated for the obvious 
reason of commemorating Columbus. 

The fair was said to be the greatest gathering of art and 
artists on the planet since the Renaissance, and the landscape 
architecture for the fair set the tone for the lakefront develop
ment of Chicago for the coming century. 

Norman Bolotin 
Redmond, WA 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

Upon the recommendation of the Lincoln Museum in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. I am writing to you regarding the enlarged copy 
of a tintype photo I purchased at a garage sale. 

At the time I felt it looked like Abraham Lincoln. 
As I compared my photo with published photos of Mr. 

Lincoln, I was amazed at the similarities which included hairline, 
overcoat, facial shape and shading, shoulders, and even his 
height looks extremely tall. I was even more amazed while look
ing at photos of Hannah Armstrong, the woman sitting beside 
the gentleman in my picture. 

I have enclosed a picture of Hannah Armstrong from Carl 
Sandburg's book Abraham Lincoln The Prairie Years and the War 
~- They look exact. I do believe that if this was Mr. Lincoln 
and Hannah Armstrong, it would have been taken between 
November 1860 and February 1861 when President-elect Lincoln 
was bearded and still in Springfield, llllnois. Because this is an 
enlarged photocopy and much darker than my small original, 
you may or may not be able to see the colored handkerchief the 
man in my photo is holding. Again, I am submitting documenta
tion from Mr. Sandburg's book In which he writes of Mr. Lincoln 
usJng a red silk handkerchief. 

It is hard for me to believe that any ordinary tintype can 
match the documentation that I f'lave submitted, and there are 
two similar looking people linked together and photographed on 
tintype matching historically the meeting of President-elect 
Lincoln and Hannah Armstrong and not be them. 

I am hoping that you could give me your professional opin
ion and Insight regarding my photo. Regardless of the outcome, 
I believe I have a tintype 
photo of what I think looks 
like President-elect Lincoln 
and Hannah Armstrong. 

Sincerely, 

D.H. 
Garfield Heights, OH 

[Editor: It appears you have 
already done all the needed 
research and reached your 
conclusions. It is doubtful 
anything we say could have 
any influence. Jf your letter 
had been reduced to the last 
sentence only, we could 
have cheerfully endorsed it.] 

Dear Rail Splitter: 

I enjoyed acquiring two items in last year's Rail Splitter auction, 
but only after receiving the "Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Douglas" 
invitation to a February 12 social gathering at their home did I 
research the event and learn of Its slgnilicance. 

The invitation is now framed with CDV's of Stephen Douglas 
and Adele Douglas, and the following explanation of the 
February 12th event: 
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After losing the 1860 election to Abraham 
Lincoln, Senator Stephen A. Douglas returned to 
Washington, DC on December 1, seeking to pro-
mote a compromise which might save the 
Union or at least prevent Civil War. One of those 
ill-fated efforts was a "National Peace 
Conference" sponsored by the State of Virginia, 
attended by the delegates of twenty-one states, 
and chaired by former President John Tyler, a 
Virginian. Douglas wrote to Tyler about a "========-....;;=;..,u 

members and officers. Fearing that "some of our 
invitations" had gone astray. Douglas asked Tyler 
to inform conference delegates "they are each 
and all expected on the occasion." 

The invitation above was one of those sent out 
by Stephen and Adele Douglas. Ironically, the party 
was held on President-elect Lincoln's birthday. 
Within four months, Stephen A. Douglas was dead. 
at age 48, and the Civil War was underway. 

February 12 "social gathering" to which Douglas was inviting a 
"number of friends" to enable them to meet peace conference 

Dr. Douglas Kelley 
Ann Arbor, MI 
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Rall Splitter Bill Kulick of Federal HIii Antiques in Maryland 
recently found this wonderful 1861 songsheet. A perusal of 

the stanzas Indicates a Baltimore origin by an obvious 
Southern sympathizer. The woodcut of the runaway slave is 
a not-too-subtle reflection on Lincoln's anti-slavery sympa
thies. Other references include: Lincoln's sneaking through 

Baltimore in disguise enroute to Washington, the Pratt Street 
riots In Baltimore In which Federal troops were attacked by 
rowdies, and Beauregard's rout of Union forces at Bull Run. 
Accusations of drunkeness directed at Lincoln and Seward, 
and Lincoln's willingness to let his wife and son be subject 
to attacks meant for him, were total fabrications. An outra-

geous - and fun piece! 
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~notber ~reat jf tnb! 
It is quite impossible to say how many children have been named for 

Abraham Lincoln in the past 150 years. But... can we say who was the 
first? Our friends at Southern Cross Books of Clarendon Hills, Ulinois pro
vide the answer with their discovery of this endorsed check. Shown here 
is the rarely-seen autograph of Lincoln's first true "namesake," Lincoln 
Dubois. Born in 1845, Lincoln Dubois was a son of Jesse K. Dubois, an early 
Lincoln associate who served as an Illinois State Auditor through most of 
the Civil War. Dubois first came to know and admire Abraham Lincoln 
when they served together as legislators in the l830's. In 1860, Jesse 
Dubois helped secure Lincoln's nomination for President. In fact, it was 
Dubois who took responsibility for telegraphing news of the Chicago 
convention to Lincoln who had stayed home in Springfield. This 
check was drawn and signed by another of Dubois' boys, Frederick. 
Fred, as a playmate of Willie and Tad Lincoln, helped pull the 
famous prank of knocking otf the future President's stovepipe hat 
by tying a string over the sidewalk. Years later, Fred became fed
eral Marshal of the Idaho Territory, helping secure statehood, 
and served as Idaho's first full-term U.S. Senator. His brother 
Lincoln, by contrast, kept very much out of the public eye 
save for a single term in the Ulinois legislature. He worked as 
an insurance executive in Chicago and owned a skating rink in 
the years prior to his death at the age of eighty. 

Lincoln's Father, 
Jesse K. Dubois, on a rare 
carte by A. Hesler, Chicago. 
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