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[fu.litQr: Several years ago, we were told of a fabulous Lincoln col
lection found in Asia: the Meisei University Collection just out
side of Tokyo. Mary Zimmer, a Rail Splitter from Wisconsin, 
brought the holding to our attention and recounted her dismay 
when she tried to see the archive. We asked one of our editors, 
Frank Douglass, who has worked as an Interpreter for the chair
men of several leading Japanese banks, to investigate the situa
tion on one of his business trips. What follows is his report. ) 
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The Meisel University Tokyo Lincoln Center 

What does the average American envision when thinking of 
the island-nation of Japan? A country of rigidity and 
order that gave rise to the military state of the Second 
World War? A country rich in culture and ancient histo
ry? Some might see a land of interesting contrast - pic

turing Kyoto with its graceful temples and shrines best reached 
by that country's symbol of high technology, the sleek 
Shinkansen (the "Bullet Train"). All of these images are accurate 
- Japan Is truly a country full of beauty ... and contradictions. 

The more I visit and deal with the Japanese, the more I real
ize these images portray only the most public aspects of 
Japanese society. What is visible to the casual observer are only 
those characteristics they wish to communicate: a people with 
depth and soul, highly admired, gracious and patient, with a love 
of technology and the dedication to make the impossible hap
pen, devoted to hard work with an ethic of community. I can 
vouch for these qualities having worked for the Japanese gov-

ernment and a major international 
Japanese bank for more than a decade. 
But Jet me give you another aspect of 
the Japanese psyche: tenacity. No .,,. • .... -. 
doubt borne in that country's emer-
gence as an economic superpower 
just a few decades following the dev
astation of war, these are a tena
cious people. That same quality 
has also hindered recovery from 
the economic collapse that hap
pened in the early 90s. Tenacity is 
clea.rly an asset at times - a true 
hindrance at others. 

This "total resolve" is behavior I became 
intimately familiar with living in Japan with home-stay families 
and in a Japanese company-dormitory for some eight years. I 
watched my friends in high school tie red bands around their 
heads signifying their determination to pass college entrance 
exams. f witnessed college classmates walk through an icy water
fall in the middle of February to purify their soul in an ancient 
Shinto rite. I even saw colleagues in government service arrive at 
work deathly ill, not wanting to "burden" others in the office with 
their workload. At the direction of senior managers, I spent 
years developing plans B, C and D at the bank - just in the off
chance that plan A wasn't implemented. But coupled with such 
tenacity is a reluctance to embrace change - the .Japanese are 
quite a conservative people. This is true in everything from their 
reserve in expressing emotions, to their approach in shaping fis
cal policy. This reinforced behavior begins at the bastion for con
servatism, the Japanese education system. 

Everyone has heard of the demanding Japanese educational 
system. Parents fret over getting their children into the right 
kindergarten to ensure they will get into the right elementary 
school to cover their bets on the right junior high school. All of 
this translates up the 
ladder into real compe
tition at the university 
level. Among the uni
versities themselves, 
there was fierce compe
tition to differentiate 
Crom one another -
often resulting in huge 
amounts of money 
spent in the hope of giv-
ing an institution a 
unique twist or "selling 
point." During the roar-
ing I980s, this pursuit 4 
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From the Publisher 
"A FOOL AND HIS MONEY ... " 

w ithout apologies I concede it takes several paragraphs 
to make my point. Rest assured, a point is usuaUy made. 
Unlike a Buckley or Schlesinger, I have trouble taking a 
single thought, distilling it into simple, elegant prose, 
committing it to paper while avoiding all temptation to 
tinker -writing for me is a struggle. Not for Jacking ideas 

- no. But from stemming the flood that often engulfs my original 
thought. I am tormented by too many neces
sary side-trips, tangential points to make, 
amusing quotes that aren't quite "on
topic." Thanks to judicious editing, I 
sometimes avoid being verbose. Not 
always. Case in point, this column. 

The remarks herein originally 
imparted my outrage with recent 
sales of spurious material to unsus
pecting collectors. But. I had to find 
an appropriate quote to start the 
piece. Only one worked - and now I 
lind it both appropriate and necessary 
to discuss parallels between two men 
who shared their age: Abraham Lincoln 
and Phineas Taylor Barnum. Read on ... 
eventually it will all make sense. 

P.T. Barnum and Abraham Lincoln 
were born just fifteen months apart. 
One found greatness and celebrity in 

Perhaps only apocryphal... 
"There's a sucker born every 

minute." 
enlightening his fellow man, the other --------
by enlivening his fellow man. Both emerged from humble begin
nings, both shared a love for words and storytelling - they were 
alike in many ways. And, both Lincoln and Barnum grew to revile 
slavery - in the case of the showman, a feeling affirmed after 
tours in the South and witnessing firsthand the carnage of Bloody 
Kansas. A committed "Jackson Democrat," Barnum recognized 
the need for political change and in 1860 joined Connecticut's 
fledgling Republican Party. In fact, he actively campaigned for 
"Honest Abe," participating in numeorus Wide Awake celebra
tions. (It was Barnum and his fiery rhetoric that emboldened an 
angry mob to attack the state's secessionist headquarters; 
Barnum later wrote of U1is to the President proudly proclaiming 
that he had driven them all from the vicinity and they were now 
so scarce, he couldn't "find one for exhibition in my museum.'') 

Abraham Lincoln first publicly referred to Barnum in 1856, 
joking about the showman who "humbugged the public." 
(Lincoln was making a sarcastic point about keeping slavery out 
of the West, comparing those who accepted pro-slave arguments 
with those delighted in being fooled by Barnum's extraordinary 
creations/exhibits.) The two men - the politician and the impre
sario - first met during Lincoln's lrip from Springfield for l1is 
inauguration. The President-elect and his family stayed over in 
New York City for two days, February 19-21, 1861. Upon their 
arrival to the city, Barnum extended a personal invitation for the 
Rail Splitter to visit his museum. (There remains some question 
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as to whether Lincoln accompanied his wife and two young sons, 
Willie and Tad, in taking in the exhibits: Sandburg has Lincoln 
visiting the emporium ... the New York World- cited in Day by Day 
- claimed otherwise.) 

Barnum would speak with Lincoln again on three separate 
visits to the White House. One occasion involved a fonnal recep
tion for the newly-wedded Charles Stratton and Lavinia Warren, 
better known as Gen. and Mrs. Tom Thumb. Another visit, 
October 17, 1862, included a levee featuring "Commodore Nutt" 
- the man whose stature - or lack thereof - eclipsed the less 
diminutive General Thumb. It is known that both Thumb and 
Nutt impressed Lincoln with their wit and warmth. And the 
President, regardless of the obvious spectacle created in com

paring his great height with that of his 
guests, made certain they were embraced 

as any distinguished visitor to that 
home ... with dignity and respect, not 
as "oddities.n 

In 1865, most assumed that 
Lincoln's tragic death provided 
Barnum with the perfect opportuni
ty for a macabre exhibit-in fact, col
leagues encouraged him to acquire 
assassination relics and exhibit a 

recreation of the room where the 
President died. But while the New York 

papers derided P.T. for not closing his 
Museum during Ule two week solemnity 

that darkened all New York theatres, he had 
the good sense to resist exhibiting the 

Lincoln to Gen. Rosecrans: tragedy. RaUler, he created in tribute a 
"There is powerful complete facsimile of the log cabin 

temptation In money ... " Lincoln built in Macon County, IL in 
1830. Even Barnum knew when not to 

~cross the line: Clearly, these were two remarkable men. 
All right... now perhaps the time has arrived to make my 

point. I sought to preface my diatribe on recent internet sales 
with the appropriate Barnum cogitation: "A sucker is born every 
minute." Barnum got wealthy with this maxim. Sadly, it now 
seems that several internet "cyber-dealers" likewise enjoy how 
easy it is to separate the ignorant from their savings. 

Over the past few months, we witnessed numerous "histori
cal" letters trading hands through internet auctions - at least five 
"representing., Llncoln. Allaying any bidder qualms, each of these 
documents came with a "Certificate of Authenticity" from a true 
"Forensic Examiner." Now ... sad fact of the matter ... some were 
clear forgeries selling for thousands of dollars. (Actually, a 
"forgery" implies minimal technical skill, as such, let's just call 
these "fakes.~) And what of the authentication certificates? A great 
marketing tool of little value when the new owner learns of his 
mistake and seeks redress. One "expert" who signed hundreds of 
these certificates had the audacity to tell us that "signing one's 
name" is a "neuromuscular activity" that can never be done the 
same way twice. In his opinion, the Lincoln letter he authenticat
ed was "consistent with other Lincoln documents" he had seen. 
Given the note in question, we doubt he had seen any to speak of. 

I know very little about what makes a car work. I never took 
shop in high school, never rebuilt an engine, actually ... I hate to 
admit this ... I never changed the oil myself. This in mind, I would 
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never buy a used car without showing it to a mechanic I !knew as competent. For the same reason, I 
would never spend thousands on a computer without doing a little research - perhaps checking 
Consumer Reports and various trade journals. Why would anyone spend so much money on a Lincoln 
note represented as "authentic" without vetting it? Can people be so naive as to accept a '·Certificate 
of Authenticity'· - Crom an "expert" no one has heard of - as the final word in such matters? 

Perhaps that age-old expression is slightly off: a fool and their money SHOULD be parted. 
Any purchase of a collectible should be governed by a simple realization: one of two possibili

ties exists. Either the item is being sold by someone with a sound reputation who will be around to 
stand behind the offering (such that a "Certificate• is meaningless); or, it is a matter of "caveat emptor" 
- in which case a C.O.A. is just window-dressing that should never factor into your deliberation. 

The point here is simple: please remember to ask questions when appropriate and never take 
anything at "face value.~ (This is particularly true of autographed pieces currently selling on e-Bay Dylan - In pristine condi/Jon. worthy 
originating in Little Rock, Arkansas ... some really bad material!) And. we remind you that ours is a of the most sophisticated coflect,onl 
membership-driven organization. If you need to vet something, let 
us know. We may not have all the answers, but we can certainly make 
an effort to direct you to those who can help. The technology of pur
chasing on-line provides great opportunities - and great risks. Do 
what you can to minimize the latter! 

On a far happier note, we welcome three new members to the 
Lincoln community: Kim and Joan Bauer of Springfield. IL are the 
proud parents of Dylan Matthew, born March 28th. Ray and Joan 
Farina of Gansevoort, NY had a baby girl, Rachel, born on August 
14th: and John and Traci Reznikoff of Westport, CT had a son, Lucas 
James, on August 22nd (pictured here with big brother Charlie). We 
salute the next generation of Lincoln collectors! 

Rachel - Absolutely mint: one of the 
finest examples we've seen/ 

PUBLIC WORKS 
Our last Rail Splitter featured a photograph of a full-length Lincoln statue sub

mitted by Kim Gelke. Klm's older brother, Mark, not wishing to be outdone (an appar
ent case of sibling-rivalry!) submitted this photo of a statue that stands In his home
town of Cincinnati. Collecting political items has become a ~family activity" for the 
Gelke's. Joined by their mother, both Kim and Mark actively collect 19th century 
political Americana. Their specialty is banners and flags - their holdings include 
some truly exceptional and rare Lincoln textiles. (We understand that when it comes 
to making an Important acquisition. there is always universal agreement - the only 
source of contention arises in deciding who gets to take the item home!) 

The Lincoln statue in Cincinnati stands In Lytle Park. Just opposite the Taft 
Museum - now home to an excellent art collection housed in the former residence 
of William Howard Taft. A plaque on the ba~e reads Abraham Lincoln Presented To 
The City Of Cincinnati By Mr. & Mrs. Charles Taft March JI. 1917. Charles Tait was a 
half-brother of the president, publisher of the Cinci11nati Times-Star, and served In the 
U.S. House of Representatives. The sculptor was George Grey Bernard. When the 
statue was unveiled, it apparently caused a storm of controversy - quite a number 
in Cincinnati believed It to be an insult to Lincoln while others believed it to be a 
superb and realistic depiction of our 16th president. Since 1917, however, the con
sensus has been that it is one of the greatest statues of Lincoln ever done. 
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Charlie with Lucas - An important 
matched set -original state/ 
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Lincoln in Japan, cont. 

reached obscene levels. In many instances, 
the money was spent at the sole discretion 
of one man: the university president. 

A quick note here: forget everything 
you have heard about ·consensus build
ing" in Japan. It has long been my experi
ence that the "consensus" so often attrib
uted to the Japanese is more a function of 
permeation rather than communal 
assent. The leadership gives the workers 
an idea, the workers develop it, pass it 
around, and then present it back to the 
leadership which, surprise surprise, 
approves it! Even if the idea doesn't orig
inate with management, the total focus of 
the middle-managers (the vast majority 
of the Japanese work force!) is to try to 
divine what management wilt want to 
hear rather than provide original con
cepts. This behavior is likewise found in 
the institutions of higher education. 
Meisel University began its Lincoln col
lection along the same lines. 

Meisei's Lincoln collection started 
with a large holding deposited at The 
Tokyo Lincoln Center. That repository, 
founded in 1961, housed the lifelong col
lection of Masaharu Mochizuki, founder 
of a large trading company. Almost 
unique as a Lincoln-scholar in Asia, 
Mochizuki collected books. ephemera, 
and memorabilia his entire lile. One of 
the great admirers of the Center and its 
collection was Meisei University 
President, Mitsuo Kodama. He convinced 
Mochizuki to donate the collection to the 
University in the spring of 1980. At that 
time, it housed some 1,500 titles, 30 
paintings and assorted artifacts. Kodama 
set out to enhance the collection and 
establish the new research center as 
encompassing au things having to do 
with Lincoln. By the end of 1985, the col
lection grew to include 6,000 titles, innu
merable periodicals, and over 1,000 stat
ues, life-masks and related articles. But 
the focus here is not the building of the 
collection, butwhat transpired since the 
Japanese "economic bubble" burst. 

For those who don't recall the string 
of spectacular Japanese real estate pur
chases a few years back, a quick aside. 
During the 1980s, everyone In Japan was 
making money like it was going out of 
style. Putting a few bucks into the stock 
market guaranteed a whole bunch more 
would be spit back at you. (Sounds like 
the internet-stock investments on the 

NASDAQ today!) Individuals, companies 
and yes, even universities were flush 
with cash. Inflated Japanese real estate 
values created most of this with a single 
block of land in downtown Tokyo 
appraised in excess of $1 billlon. But as 
the stock market goose stopped laying 
golden eggs, individuals, companies and 
yes, universities began to feel the pinch. 
Endowments began to dwindle - some 
institutions even began to close. Even the 
relatively sound, established colleges 
found themselves without funds to pur
sue pet activities of but a few years earli
er. One more factor is important in telling 
the Meisei story-a change in leadership. 
A new president took charge with his own 
idea on how to use the university's now 
limited resources. In effect, Lincoln was 
no longer a priority - suddenly William 
Shakespeare became the navor of the day! 
The new president decided that building a 
Shakespeare collection had more long
term viability for generating press than 
displaying the works of an assassinated 
U.S. president. All Lincoln acquisitions 
ground to a halt - the collection now only 
adds new periodicals to their "buy list." 
And this where this story actually begins. 

[Editor's Note: The late Ralph Newman 
and autograph dealer Kenneth Rendell 
brokered almost everything that was 
added to the Lincoln collection by Meisei 
University after the original donation. At 
one point, during the height of such deal
ings, Ralph Newman was challenged by 
an [IJinois politician to defend hls "send
ing U.S. hfatory overseas." Newman 
replied that he would never send "any
thing of consequence" to be housed in 
such a collection. Just the few docu
ments pictured with this question the 
accuracy of Mr. Newman's claim.] 

Newman with Masaharu Mochizuki. 
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A Thomas D. Jones bust sold by Ralph 
Newman to the Meisei Collection in 
1985 for an astounding $15,000. 

Today's "fair-market?" $1,500-2,000. 

To get to Meisei University, you trav
el just over an hour by train to the out
skirts of the Tok-yo metropolitan area. 
From the station, you must trek up a 
series of increasingly narrower streets 
until you reach the main artery leading to 
the entrance gates. The location itself is 
impressive: Meisei is perched on a hill 
overlooking the surrounding area. The 
Lincoln collection is housed in the 
Library which follows the architectural 
leanings of Japanese universities in the 
1960s - retro-pillbox. There is absolutely 
nothing to tell visitors of the existence of 
the Lincoln research center, now accessi
ble only by contacting a librarian (the 
"gatekeeper") who holds the keys to the 
Lincoln "exhibition room" and the 
"research collection." 

At the suggestion of The Rail Splitter, 
knowing I would be in Tokyo on business, 
I made an appointment several months 
earlier to see this fabled holding. 1 had no 
idea what to expect... I still couldn't 
believe there was a big Lincoln collection 
outside the U.S. - much less in Asia. 
Approaching the exhibition room, you 
cannot help but be struck by the site of 
massive bookshelves that Line the hall
way outside the room with even more 
volumes simply piled up against the 
walls. The librarian rather proudly points 
out a few of the photographs and Lincoln 
prints that hang- covered with dust - on 
the walls as he produces the key to show 
you into the exhibition room. Space is at 
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a premium in Japan and the University dedicated a fairly large 
room filled with standing display tables. (Visitors may first want 
to see if any windows can be opened - the room is quite musty 
smelling.) Obviously the room is not a major center of attraction. 
Under the heavy cloth and encased in the glass-covered display 
tables are exhibits that walk the visitor through the life of 
Abraham Lincoln. Next to each exhibit piece are small placards 
giving a Japanese text of what the visitor is supposed to appreci
ate. Most o( the material in these cases are but facsimiles - copies 
of holdings. To the untrained eye nothing stands out as "spectac
ular." The exhibition consists of a thorough, albeit blandly pre
sented, examination of Lincoln's personal and career highlights. 

The first thing that comes to mind as I reviewed the displays: 
where did all the resources go that were spent on this Lincoln col
lection? Into the next wing - the research room. After touring the 
rather lack-luster exhibit, visitors can "schedule an appointment" 
to see the research room. Watch out if you are allergic to dust. 
The research room is a smaller room lined with bookshelves and 
locking metal office cabinets. At one end of the room, filling up 
over hall of its length are two tables lined up end-to-end. On top 
of the table are piles upon piles of "stuff." Everything from 
impressive-looking bronze statuary to kitschy Franklin Mint 
Special Edition decorative plates. Still, the true collector would 
have a wonderful time digging through everything to tmearth 
many treasures. The flea market aficionado would have fun too, 
finding all kinds of quirky little trinkets that would make great 
conversation pieces. The sanitation engineer would even be over
joyed. Everything is so neatly lined up the junk could be swept 
into trash bags with ease! 

There is nothing in the collection that denotes which pieces 
were collected by Mochizuki and which were added to the col
lection after it fell under Meisei's care. But even my untrained eye 
picked out a few pieces that were impressive: a massive bust of 

Lincoln's "first autobiography." Written June 15, 1858. Lincoln -then a 
candidate for the U.S. Senate - responded to a circular from Char1es 
Lanman. editor of a Biographical Dictionary of the American Congress. 
Lincoln answered with a terse: "Born. February 12, 1809, in Hardin 
County. Kentucky. Education defective. Profession, a lawyer. Have been a 

l 
captain of volunteers in 
Black Hawk war. 
Postmaster at a very small 

,:.,...-c '/.r-1:ut ,,~ office. Four times a mem-
ber of the llllnois legisla
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ture, and was a member 
of the tower house of 
Congress." The Collected 
WQm cites the where
abouts of the original as 
"not located." Guess 
what? It's In Japan! To the 
best of our knowledge. 
this document last pub
licly traded hands at a 
Samuel Freeman auction 
in Philadelphia, June 8. 
1973 for $16,000. Daniel 
Weinberg speculates that 
in today's market, it might 
realize as much as 
$250,000. 
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Abraham Lincoln Book Shop, Inc. 
Since 1938, Specialists In 

f5 Lincolniana and The Civil War 

f5 U.S. Presidents 

f5 U.S. Military History and 
U.S. Political History 

f5 Books (new, out-of-print, rare) 

f5 Autographs, Manuscripts, 
Docwnents 

f5 Photographs, Prints, Paintings, 
Sculpture, Campaign Items 

Visit Our Web Site: 
<www.ALincolnBookShop.com> 

Featuring 
The Essential Lincoln Book Shelf. 

We Seek These Titles ... Please Quote. 
and 

A Sampling of our inventory and 
online ordering. 

Ask About: 
An Albumen Photograph of Abraham 

Lincoln by Alexander Gardner in 
I 863, produced directly from the 
original wet-plate glass negative. 

We Constantly Seek: 
Quality Items 

for Purchase or Consignment. 
Please fax or send copies and brief 

descriptions. 

Catalogs Available-Inquiries Invited 

ft~ 

ABaABAM LIN£0LN 
BOell S ■ OP, IN£. 
3S7 West Cllcago Avenue • Chl0080, IWnols 60610 
312.9«.:!085 • Fu: 312.9«.SS49 

If It's On Our Shelves ... It's History! 
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Lincoln sculpted by Thomas D. Jones in 1861 (sold to Meisei by the collection. The librarian admitted that no one has done a 
Ralph Newman for a then astounding $15,000!); Lincoln's first auto- complete survey of the collection or, for that matter, even an eval-
biography written by Lincoln in 1858; and a souvenir-printed and uation of the condition of its more delicate holdings. Although 
signed copy of Robert E. Lee's surrender order of April 10, 1865. the Library is climate controlled, an acceptable temperature and 

The sheer number of documents in the collection proves humidity level do not mitigate the effects of documents being 
quite impressive. Piled on the shelves and ~--------------- stuffed into too small a space in the 
locked within the cabinets are countless research room. The statuary is just sitting 
pages and volumes. Some slight "effort" has 

11 
Ill(,._ 

111 
rlll 111TD11tAm • ....._ on the table - one careless turn and sever-

been made at preservation - the more impor- al pieces would be knocked off their crowd-
tant documents are separated by plastic ~ tJrula .. un. ed perch. There is no sign of the well-aired 
holders with index labels to indicate the con- =.;:;::.=.;;=-.:::=.~":;'~=~:.::; space needed to adequately preserve what 
tents. Again, the impression is that of a mas- •- ........ _ ... _._._.____ may in (act be a collection of significance. 
sive acquisition effort yielding ~lots of stuff, a ::'~!£S~5.=....:E-~J..t:E Since the collection is obviously no 

~-c .... -...--c ... _ .. _,_.,._,,,_l'""' 
great deal just junk." Very little deliberation, =::!~~=:=..:.:::::.:.: longer a focus for the library or university, 
thought, or guidance seems to be represent- ... ---:=-.-.:..··:.::1:·.::::<..~....:"..:-"::: I inquired whether or not they would con-
d h h d A I f =:::::.=.-.::-.,-:-.... :,::.:-:~-== e in w at was pure ase . coupe o pages c<~-=:;..-=..-==-:.-=.:::--=::- sider making these historical resources 

of old magazines with a mention of Lincoln _i:-.=~=~..:::;:;-."":".:.~". accessible to the rest of world by selling 
share space with a manuscript note signed by =~~:-~::0=3 off the collection? Here is where J;_tpanese 
h P d 1863 And th LOTS 

=~ ......... _ .. _ .. _____ ~ .. _ .. .,:!:I'::!_. ______ _ 
t e resi ent in . , ere are - .. • tenacity comes in, because the answer is a 

0 S =::=-_::=t-~--~---=.-_-_':,c and L T of books - a thorough cataloging -•-•---- ..... •--- resounding "no." Why not? Well it seems ,.__-.,...,.,.___,..._ __ ,, ___ __ 
would take months to complete! ~:l,.!:".:::;:?S:,~e that Meisei has been the recipient of gov-

During my visit, the librarian with respon- :z\.=:=::::.:..-;:."'::"'~';::::'.:"..::: ernment funding, even though it is a pri-
sibility for this trove left me alone in the room ==:...:.:::..::.:."'..:::;=-.:.::.:.-=:::.":':: vate university. Nothing odd about that. 
to find some keys to open some of the cabi- :=-!!;3.E;."=-[-==~":..-..-:::-~= But because it received government 
nets. This in itselr is a testament to the con- ~.:.::,~:,~::,~::-.-.-::::.: money, there is no way to say that the 
cept of "safeguarding" treasure in Japan - you -'!'":..::=:.::.:.~=..::::-.::: Lincoln collection was not enhanced, _.,....,., ..... 
trust the individual. Then again, it could be a -!'::~ .• -•---•---•-••- either partially or In whole with these 
testament to the lack of regard with which the .... , --~7F.::."E~.3:~-~-= funds. To sell the collection ,vould require 
collection is held. Quite honestly, Meisei's government approval. That, at least, is the 
interest in the collection has been lost. This ,......... .,, " 1" .4,:,,.. official explanation. When I visited, 1 had 
holding is not even listed on their web-site, / ,, ' -•- an idea of what I would find and the faint 
though in all fairness to the University, neither ----·--·- hope of being positioned to help broker 
is the Shakespeare collection which is obvi- the collection. But all efforts to talk with 
ously a much higher priority. One of the Leland-Boker authorized copies of any person "responsible" for oversight 

When I asked who visits the collection, I the Emancipation Proclamation, this in the were met with "he is unavailable." The rea-
was told that one woman does some reading Meisel Collection. A total of forty-eight were son proved simple - actually, there is no 
on Lincoln once a month. And who else? signed by President Lincoln and Secretary one in charge. Apparently a group of pro-
Well ... to give you an idea, my trip resulted in Seward, with John Nicolay also signing each lessors at the University (which I assume 
a doubling of the total number of visitors that copy attesting to the authenticity of the docu- is something like a board of regents) must 
month. Okay ... so very few people avail them- ment. These were produced by Charles G. be consulted before any major policy deci-
selves of the resources to be found in digging Leland and George H. Boker and sold for S10 sion is made. The Library does not seem 
through the mountain of information found in each at the Great Central Sanitary Fair In interested in using up their goodwill with 
this archive. Then the question arises, how Phlladelphla, June, 1864. Incredibly, several the board by asking i1 something might be 
can people access this material? Remember, it went unsold and were subsequently donated to done with the collection. Even though lhis 
Is no simple trip to get out here. A non- various institutions. The record price for an collection couJd generate a great deal of 
Japanese speaker would find it a challenge no example would be that purchased by Malcolm money, funds desperately needed for 
less daunting than securing a personal audi- Forbes in 1984 at a Sotheby's auction. Bidding other projects, selling the Lincolniana 
ence with the Emperor - forget it! The against Ross Perot. Forbes paid $270,000 plus would Involve calling in favors and indl-
response to my question was somewhat dis- buyer's. The next example to trade hands sold viduals exposing themselves to scrutiny 
concerting. First, only a fraction of the collec- the following year for $90,000. Should one and criticism. Decisions of this kind in 
lion is actually cataloged. I was also told that come to the market today, it would be expected Japan are simply not made ... too risky. 
it is not library policy to lend materials from to sell in the $200,000 to $300,000 range. While this may represent conjecture 
the collection - even to historians or other on my part, it is based on my experience in 
institutions. There is no inter-library lending .Japan. The board will never authorize the 
whatsoever. I was told, though, that a written request might pos- sale of the collection. To do so would be an admission that there 
sibly be reviewed - by someone, somewhere, at sometime. is no longer any interest in something started by a former 

While true that uncaring hands are not allowed to paw University president. To sell the collection might also send out 
through the collection, it is equally true that U1e overall neglect signals that the University actually needs money, raising ques-
is worrisome. The musty smell to the room can't bode well for tions about its financial stability. Obviously. the most attractive 
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action is no action. Things are not tight enough that the 
University really needs the money at the moment and 
they obviously don't care that the materials are not 
accessible to the general public. 

To be fair, the librarian who showed me the collec
tion alluded to all of this in a very roundabout way. He 
admitted that he had no knowledge of Lincoln, the con
tents of the Lincoln collection or its worth - both in 
monetary terms and as a source for research and schol
arly study. And so lhe collection sits, collecting nothing 
more than dust and a lew new periodicals each month ... 
all added to this stack of books lining the wall outside 
the exhibition and research rooms. .,,.... 

[~: For obvious reasons, the disposition of this col
lection gives us concern - not from some ethnocentric 
condemnation o[ Americana "owned by foreigners." On 
the contrary. We fully appreciate that in a global com

~-"¥,:-c.... 
t:i,nlltr ilhuln, 

........ _ fin...LU .,rJ 

munity of scholars and historical repositories, the con- L-----------------' 

Lincoln's correspondence to the recently 
elected Governor of New York. Horatio 

Seymour, March 23, 1863 An extremely 
revealing and important piece; "You and 
I are substantially strangers; I, for the 
time being, am at the head of a nation 

which is in great peril; and you are at the 
head of the greatest State of that nation. 
As to maintaining the nation's life, and 
Integrity, I assume, and believe, there 
can not be a difference of purpose 

between you and me .. ." A manuscript 
draft of this letter is in the Robert Todd 

Lincoln Papers at the Library of 
Congress. The orlgrnal copy, sent to the 
contentious (often accused of being a 
Copperhead) Governor, now sits In a 

storage room In Japan. 

cept of "native-owned" material culture is oltea an anathema. a research center better equipped lor conservation and exhibi-
Simply put, if this holding were in Illinois and kept in a similar lion, something needs to be done. (fhe fact that the University 
state, our concern would be no less. That this archive remains could generate much-needed lunds for supporting programs and 
inaccessible is unfortunate - that it represents a potential loss to collections still considered Important should not be forgotten.) 
history is criminal. We strongly feel that all collectors - both indi- As such, we call on all our members to contact Speaker of the 
victual and institutional - have one responsibility above aJJ oth- House. Dennis Hastert, and request his assistance in persuading 
ers: to help preserve and safeguard their holdings. Given the lack Japanese officials to facilitate the deaccessioning of Meisei's 
of interest in this collection - a condition not likely to change - Lincoln holdings. Speaker Hastert is a Lincoln admirer and often 
perhaps Meisel needs to recognize that the tenure for their stew- refers to the 16th President in public pronouncements. He can be 
ardship has passed. Regardless of how they choose to handle the reached at: #H-232, The Capitol, Washington, D.C. 20515-6502; Tel. 
matter - be it a private-treaty sale to another institution, djsburs- - 202-225-0600; e-mail - speaker@mail.house.gov.] 
ing it all through auction, or placing the holding "on depos[t" with 

aJuyitlfl ~ ... , 

Boacii ~ ~ 
lfyouareSelling ... We buy autographs, documenta, manuscripts, family correspondence, 

signed books, signed pbo~ relics associated with famous people, 
stamp co~ colncollec:Uons, etc. We have paid out over $20 mllllon 
in the la$t five years alone for ~ of this nature. Whether :,ou? 
masterpiece is a single itemoran~~~.don, valued at $1,000 or $1 
million-we are eager tO ~ and Qin pay~ Mtbin 24 hours. can 
fora free brochure or f~whMyouMeforsale. 

If you are Buying ... University produces the most~aod-~ Usts in the trade. Call 
today for a free list. We handle most every aad ow en~ 
volume allows you to purchase at the most competitive prices. 

Visit our Web Site at UniversityArchives.com 
Cati Toti Free: 800-237-5692 or 203-451-011 I • l'ax 203 454-3111 
Write us at 49 .Rk:hmondville Avenue • Westport, CT 06880 

E-Mail: John@Univer:;1tyArc·hivcs.com 

e .I1,1111ht1r. ABAA • lJACC • ,1/atlll,cript Sccl!!(I' • JADA ~ 
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H 
lstorlcal memorabilia sometimes comes in strange shapes and forms. Although It ls not uncommon for houses placed on the 
National Registry of Historic Places to change hands in the open marketplace, houses with signillcant historical connections 
are something else. If your interest lies in such vintage properties, consider w17 Tudor Lane, Harford, Maryland" aka WTudor 
Hall." Built in 1847, this I I-room, 4-bedroom Gothic Revival house, situated on 8 acres at the end of a cul-de.sac. surrounded 
by hickory, beech, spruce, oak and magnolia trees, is somewhat lacking in amenities. The basement Is unfinished with a dirt 

floor. The sewage system is septic. Appliances are "as-ls." It needs a paint Job, a new roof, and considerable restoration. What's the 
big deal? It's the country home of the wfamed Booth family." Part of the property also includes the original log cabin built by Junius 
Brutus Booth in 1824 - the birthplace of both Edwin and John Wilkes. The brothers grew up in Tudor Hall and knew it as "home." 

Tudor Hall's most recent owners. Howard and Dorothy Fox, pur
chased the property In 1968. They played host to small theatrical produc
tions and converted the house into a museum. Unfortunately, financial diffi
culties forced them to forego necessary maintenance. Last Spring, the Fox's 
died intestate within a few weeks of one another. Needing money to pay fam
ily debts, the heirs decided to sell the historic property. 

The attorney representing the heirs put the "fair market value" at 
$400,000. Harford Community College, hoping to protect the estate from 
developers, tendered an offer of $293,000 based upon an appraisal they 
solicited. (Ille estimate for necessary repairs and restoration came to 
almost $850,(lOO.) This offer, contingent on state and county funding of 
$100,000, was deemed inadequate and rejected. County officials showed no 
Interest to go It alone. Had the college's offer been accepted, there was 
money available for restoration with funds pledged by actors Hal Holbrook 
and Stacey Keach. members of the non-profit group The Preseroation 

Association for Tudor Hall. Holbrook, who dlstlngulsh.ed himself portraying Lincoln, commented, wthere is something strangely dra
matic and Interesting about the fact that America's greatest actor and the man who killed our greatest president lived In one house." 

Although listed on the National Register of Historic Places, Tudor Hall Is in no way protected from demolition. Preservationists 
are therefore concerned that any new owners might not share their appreciation of the site. • Are we going to allow it to become a 
condominium? It Is a sacrilege," Keach proclaimed. 

The day of reckoning arrived on October 16th. What would be the late of Tudor Hall? The winning bid came from a young cou
ple with an Infant daughter, the Bakers, who plan to restore the property and settle In the home. The underbidder turned out to be 
a developer Intent on razing the buildings. The hammer price: $415,000. So, while "Tudor Hall" will not be a museum or center for 
the study of the theatre as some had hoped, neither will It be transformed Into another suburban mall. Rather, It will be preserved 
and enjoyed as a family retreat and home which, It seems, Is altogether fitting. 

"News From The Front -1863" by John Dyer 
Original oil ponrait painted .from life casts of Lincoln's head and hands. 

Image size: 22 X 26 
Limited Edition: 2500 SIN St 75.00 
Shipping $12.00 

Personal Checks • Visa • MC 
NYS Residents add 8% sales tID. 
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Abraham Lincoln Sheet Music 
Kurt Stein 

P rior to 1775, printed American music was almost always 
religious in nature. By the late 1780s and through the ensu
ing decades. however, secular sheet music was being pub
lished in an ever-increasing volume. Records indicate that 

more than eleven thousand different titles appeared during the 
first quarter of the nineteenth-century. By the time of the Civil 
War, that number had grown even larger, stimulated, In part, 
with the annual purchases of more than twenty-five thousand 
pianos - along with other musical instruments - by American 
households. 

Comparatively little of this enormous volume of music has 
survived to this day, but its interesting variety has gradually 
attracted the attention of collectors of Americana. A lair number 
of specialties have emerged. Collectors may focus on a compos
er. a lyricist, even a publisher or a given geographic location. 
There are also collectors of music performed by noted enter
tainers such as minstrels or famous soloists of their day. 

The major category of music was topical, relating to all 
aspects of life and culture, including politics and elections. 
Indeed, every president survives in song or Instrumental com
position. The printed music is frequently adorned with an illus
trated title-page to help sell the work - making it much sought
after today! 

-·-....,........,_ 
.HM.Af.l.Kiil,.LL1 Ull.Li.1. 

Early sheet music is found in the same places where Rail 
Splitters are usually apt to encounter all the other historical trea
sures they seek: antiquarian book shops, paper-Americana deal
ers and their shows, antique shops, auction rooms, and all the 
other familiar places. 

Most nineteenth-century sheet music, including that related 
to Abraham Lincoln, survives as either single pieces (as pur
chased at the music stores), or In bound volumes. (The general 
practice of music buyers, after accumulating 35 or 40 single 
pieces, was to send them to a bookbinder who would produce 
such a volume, usually 11 x 14" in size, often with the word 
"Music" on its spine, and its owner's name on the front cover.) 

9 

The market value for sin-
gle copies of sheet music 
varies greally, depending 
entirely upon the importance 
and historical interest of the 
contents, and of course the 
condition. The value for 
bound volumes depends on 
the content of individual 
pieces of quality. Thus. a 
volume of only modest con
tent may be priced at $65 or 
$75, while another with sev
eral desirable pieces may 
be priced at two or three 
times that, or sometimes even 
more. A single piece, if non-Illustrated and of a more-or-less com
mon type. such as a romantic or sentimental song, or a dance, its 
cover plain. in black ink, will rarely find an eager buyer, while 
those with a historical or patriotic theme can range from a few 
dollars to several hundred. 

Music with color illustrations remains in great demand, but 
lllustrated covers must be complete with all the interior pages of 
music. The illustrations may be printed In colors or they may be 

hand-applied by colorists employed by the music printers and 
publishers. They applied colors with brushes, often with great 
skill and taste, but the mere presence of hand-coloring will not 
generate additional value unless it makes an exceptional aes
thetic contribution. Indeed, at times such work leaves a crude 
quality with heavy brush strokes, occasionally with traces of the 
brush having strayed across the ink outline of a line-drawing. 
While it is a personal matter for the collector, it may be best to 
pass up work of this type, as such errors In color application are 
not reversible. 

Abraham Lincoln has endured in some 329 pieces of sheet 
music, all of which are enumerated in alphabetical sequence (by 
their composers' names) in an out-of-print work published in 

continued next page 
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1940 by Lincolniana 
PubHshers of Ft. Wayne. 
Indiana. This very small 
booklet of twelve pages, plus 
cover, is entitled Lincoln 
Sheet Music Check List by 
Louis A. Warren, Director, 
Lincoln Memorial Life 
Foundation. It lists its prima
ry sources as the Lincoln 
National Life Foundation 
Library. Brown University, 
Illinois State Historical 
Society, and the Library of 
Congress. The list is long and 

___ ..;..__;_ ________ _, presents a challenge to the 
collector who finds satisfac

tion in "completeness." Of the 329 titles, 63 date from the twen
tieth-century, apparently included as they mention Lincoln in 
their lyrics. For most collectors, however, the music issued dur
ing Lincoln's lifetime will, undoubtedly, hold the most interest. 

A rare and sought-after piece of music, perhaps the first one, 
dating Crom Lincoln's nomination in 1860, is the Wigwam Grand 
March. Its cover depicts the still beardless candidate. The 
''Wigwam" refers to the buildfag in which he was nominated for 
the presidency. The Wigwam Grand March 
brought more than .$2,000 in 
an auction almost a decade 

ago while a short time later, an identical copy was privately sold 
for only $1,200 - the disparity of these amounts offers no dis
cernible logic even to the experienced observer except to indi
cate the uncertainties of the marketplace. 

Among the first pieces featuring the president-elect are the 
Lincoln Quick Step and Our National Union March of 1861, with a 
beautiful color lithograph above a dedication to the President on 
its title page. The latter was offered in a dealer's catalog not too 
long ago for $325. Another exceptional patriotic and military 
piece of music dating from 1861 is Our Country's Flag which bears 
a dedication "to his Excellency, Abraham Lincoln, President of 
the United States." It has a recent auction record of $125. 

The national excitement over the President's call for 600,000 

volunteers for the army in 1862 .-------------, 

--=--

was the subject of the song We 
Are Coming, Father Abraham, 
600,000 More! and a companion 
piece by George F. Root in the 
same year, Father Abraham's 
Reply to the 600,000! featuring 
its opening line on the cover, "I 
welcome you. my gallant boys, 
six hundred thousand more." 
Old Abe Has Gone And Did It, 
Boys! of April 1862, celebrated 
the preliminary Emancipation 
Declaration of that year, declar
ing freedom for the slaves of the 
Confederacy. .__ _________ __ 

Not surprisingly, sheet 
music related to Lincoln's death 
also holds a great interest to 
collectors. It appears that 
almost every locality through 
whkh the funeral train passed 
had a funeral march composed 
by a local musician. Of our 329 
titles, we count 87 as "funeral" 
compositions. Some of these 
had illustrated title pages while 
others offered black-ink graph
ics in appropriate designs. A 
sampling is presented here. 

11111\ 

-.,.-. 
.................... , .......... 

Among others, there were ~----------""' 
Abraham Lincoln Requiem, 
Lincoln's Graue, In Memoriam, We Moum Our Fallen Chieftain, to 
name but a very few. A plain Lincoln funeral march with bold, 
black graphics might still be found in the $50 to $LOO price range 
- pictorial examples have brought a great deal more in recent 
auctions. 

The possibility of a surprise discovery gives occasional 
cause for smiling, as when one encounters Abe and Andy from 
Lincoln's second election, or The Old Union Wagon of 1863, with 
its cover illustrating Lincoln driving his horse-drawn wagon (the 
"Union") out of the deep "mire of secession." They're out there 
waiting - and so, Rail Splitters, good hunting! '6h 

I 
n addition to the sheet music discussed in Kurt's article, 
other popular formats for printed music were issued in large 
numbers - many from 1860 to 1865 were, of course, Lincoln 
related. Standard sheet music saw use in the home ("parlor 
music"), in marching bands, or at public concerts. 
Songsters were primarily used at rallies or in the home for 

"sing-alongs." The songs contained in these handy booklets were 
"substitute lyrics" to already popular melodies. Since the tunes 
were common knowledge, musical accompaniment was not 
required. 

Another format is the standard one-sided songsheet. These 
appear in great numbers and must have been strong-sellers. Like 
songsters, these contained revised lyrics to popular melodies. 
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Two 1864 political songsheets: one by Charles Magnus of New 
York, the other by Mason & Co. of Philadelphia 

They were most likely used at rallies. Many of the titles are now found 
to be quite rare. From a collector's standpoint, some of the most 
desirable one-sheets are those that make bitter, vitriolic attacks on 
Linea.In and his conduct of the War. 

Songsheets issued by Charles Magnus must be considered a 
completely separate category. Published in New York, and beautiful
ly hand-colored, these songs were included on the back-side of ruled 
stationery and lettersheets. Soldiers purchasing such packets of sta
tionery had two options: singing a patriotic or sentimental song dur
ing the lulls that occurred between battles, or writing a letter home 
to loved ones! The fact that many examples of these songsheets 
appear on the market in unused condition is an indication that they 
were actively collected even at the time. 

The one-sheets and songsters were published by a select group 
of printing houses and local shops. Standard-size sheet music, on the 
other hand, was published by 
well-established music houses, 
many of whom had branch 
offices and were in business 
for several decades. ~ 
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Three advertisements from "The Republican 
campaign Songster that caught our 

attention ... for obvious reasons I 
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The Petersburg Poll Book: 

From Elector to Elected! 

"It is truly gratifying to me to team that while the people of 
Sangamon have cast me off. my old friends of Menard who 
have known me longest and best, stick to me. " 

- Llncoln writing to a friend of New Salem days alter Sangamon 
County delegates failed to support him for nomination to Congress. 

In 19th-century politics. the path from "log cabin to White 
House· was not a direct line, but circumscribed In many 
respects. Though some chose the legal profession, followed by 
public service and the role of statesman, this path proved a 
dea<k?nd for Clay, Calhoun, Webster, Douglas, and others. 
Successful generals more often than not parlayed their military 
victories Into electoral triumphs. 

The path chosen by Abraham Uncoln was strange Indeed -
at least by 19th-century standards. Though conventional In his 
l'holce of profession, Uncoln, beginning In 1840, took advantage 
of every opportunity to act as a party functionary. Every four 
years, until being elected president, he criss-crossed the coun
try as a "stump speaker'' on behalf of Whig, then Republican 
candidates. He also attended national nominating conventions. 
In fact, he was the only United States president to run - on 
numerous occasions - as a presidential elector (C.S.A. President 
Jefferson Davis was a Polk elector in 1844). 

Uncoln's first attempt to represent the people of Illinois in 
Washington occurred in 1840 at the age of 31. His run as a 
Harrison elector met with defeat. despite the national success 
of the Harrison ticket. Pragmatist that he was, Uncoln could not 
have been too surprised with the outcome. Illinois supported 
Democrats in every national election until 1860 when their 
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adopted ·native son" headed the ticket. 
A rare, perhaps unique, survivor of this significant mite

stone In Uncoln's path to the White House is this document dis
covered by Rail Splitter Carl Herkowltz-the 1840 poll-book from 
Petersburg, Illinois. In 1836, Lincoln, an assistant surveyor. 
helped plot Petersburg. It became the Menard County seat in 
1840, attracting many former residents of New Salem which was 
destined to soon disappear from the map. The neatly Inscribed 
pages In Carl's poll-book meticulously detail the votes of 150 
Petersburg residents. The final tally shows a preference for the 
Van Buren slate with an 86 to 46 margin. Abraham Lincoln's name 
is Inscribed on each page of this ledger. How could any of the 
election officials, solemnly and indifferently certifying the results. 
have foreseen the significance of their actions? 

This was destined to be but one of many defeats for Lincoln. 
which doubtless had a determining effect on hL'I character. 
Lincoln certainty did not enjoy defeat, and he often took losses 
personally, as evidenced by his letter to John Crittenden follow
ing the 1858 senatorial contest. He never held a grudge, and the 
bitterness of the moment was soon overcome. Along the way, he 
gradually accumulated political capital and needed exposure. 
The day would come when he could call in his "chits" and, per the 
political mind-set of the day, reward those who had been loyal to 
him and helped him along his path to the White House. 
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Brady's Gallery Discovered -
THE TRUE LOCATION OF THE STUDIO THAT CHANGED HISTORY! 

George E. Sullivan 

W
hen Abraham Lincoln traveled to New York City late in 
February 1860 and spoke at Cooper Union, an important 
feature of his trip was a visit to the studio of Mathew 
Brady to have his picture taken. The photograph that 
resulted, depicting the 
lifty-one year old, clean

shaven Lincoln in a confident. 
statesmanUke pose, was copied, 
recopied, and circulated widely 
during the election campaign 
that fall. It has been called "the 
photograph that made Lincoln 
president." 

For a time. many people 
thought that the studio where 
Lincoln faced Brady's camera 
was located at 359 Broadway 
(this was the second of four stu
dios that Brady occupied, in 
sequence, along Broadway). 
Indeed, in 1990, when the New 
York Landmarks Commission 
was seeking to have the five
story structure at 359 Broadway 
designated a landmark, experts appearing at a public hearing 
testified that the Cooper Union photograph was taken there. 

The experts were wrong. George Gilbert, a one-time presi
dent of the American Photographic Historical Society, later pro

duced evidence in the form of 
advertisements from The New 

York Times and listings in 
the New York City 

The "mystery woman" of Paris ... 
at Brady's forgotten studio. 

Directory for the years 
1859 and 1860 that 
indicated the only 
Brady Gallery in 
operation in 
February 1860 was 
located at 643 
Broadway. The 359 
Broadway studio had 

been shut down. A 
bigger, more lavish 

gallery at 785 Broadway 
was yet to open. 

Little is known of the 
gallery at 643 Broadway. It 
was an interim stop. There 
are no known photographs 
of it. There are no 'known 
woodcut engravings of the 

interior or exterior. No cased images or cartes--de-visite have 
ever appeared bearing the 643 Broadway address. Brady biogra
phers, ii they mention the gallery, do so fleetingly. 

But recently a breakthrough occurred. On a wintry 
November afternoon in 1998, Daile Kaplan, vice-president and 
head of the Photographs Department at Swann Galleries in New 
York, was searching through the stalls of a Paris flea market 

when she came upon a large, oval, 
painted-Over portrait of a fashion
ably dressed woman. It looked to 
be from the nineteenth century. 
When she flipped it over, she spot
ted a printed label bearing the 
words "Brady's Gallery" and the 
643 Broadway address. 

"I knew right away I had found 
something worthwhile," Kaplan 
says. "But I had mixed feelings 
about it. Since it was an oversized 
print [ J 8x2 I"], oval in shape, and 
very awkward to carry, I seriously 
wondered whether I was going to 
be able to get it back to New York 
without damaging it." 

Kaplan did manage to get the 
====i print home safely. Lincoln enthusi-

asts should be glad. She had made 
an exceptional discovery. That painted portrait and its unique 
label are physical evidence of the almost-forgotten gallery where 
Lincoln posed for what is considered to be the most significant 
photographic portrait of his political life. i;,-, 

"My friend Brady, the pho
tographer, insisted that his pho
tograph of Mr. Lincoln, taken the 
morning of the day he made his 
Cooper Institute speech in New 
York, -much the best portrait, by 
the way, in circulation of him 
during the campaign, -was the 
means of his election. That it 
helped largely to this end I do 
not doubt. The effect of such 
influences, though silent, is pow
erful." 

-Francis Carpenter, 
Six Months at The White 

House with Abraham Lincoln. 
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In The Marketplace 

S otheby's held a "Political Sale" last June. 
Unfortunately, it took place in their London 
gallery! Regardless, it Included these two 

bronze busts. Executed by the 20th-century sculp
tress Angela Connor. the first stands 26 inches in 
height and is one of a numbered edition of 18. Entitled 
"Double Lincoln", it depicts beardless and bearded 
Images of Lincoln. The catalog references the eerie 
phenomenon of Lincoln's claim to seeing a double
image of himself in the mirror of his Springfield home. 
This "interpretive" artwork, estimated at 4,000-6,000 
"quid", failed to sell. as did the single bust. estimated 
more aggressively at 10,000-15,000 pounds. 

D evin-Molsan Auctioneers of 
Durham, New Hampshire 
held an estate sale this 

past September. Only one political 
item was up for grabs: a "Gault 
frame" ferrotype of the short-lived 
Radical Republican ticket of 
Fremont & Cochrane from .,;; 
1864. This memento of the 
''Pathfinder's" Last Hurrah 
realized a strong $1,800. 

1 

0 'Neils of New Orleans had this large, mounted albumen In their October "fine estates" auction. The photograph, taken in 
1869 at White Sulfur Springs, West Virginia by Anderson and Johnson of Richmond, shows a reunion with Robert E. 
Lee and several Confederate generals and dignitaries ... believed to be a get-together of the "Society of Older Men." The 

portrait carried provenance as descending through the family of Gen. Joseph L. Brent, C.S.A. Now ... in our estimation, just as an 
original photograph, the piece was well worth $2,500. As a photograph that has been sfgned by Lee and nine others, it would com
mand $20-25,000. {The pre-sale estimate was $15-20,000.) Unfortunately, a good number in the 
autograph field found the signatures - particularly evidenced by those of Lee and Beauregard - ,,..-----..,....,P.l'! .... ..,'l!'ll ... !!11!!1 ___ __ 
spurious. As such, it sold to a telephone bidder against a left-bid for $10,500 plus buyer's. 

A 
ovely carte of the Lincoln-family pet, "Fido," 
recently sold on e-Bay. With an imprint by F.W. 
Ingmire of Springfield. the owner noted that 
"The Lincolns had every intention of returning 

to Springfield, they had rented their house, not sold it. 
Perhaps they intended to reclaim Fido also ... Fido didn't 
outlive the President by long. He was shot by a drunk
en man in the streets or Springfield." ($1,600.) 
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P acific Book Auction Galleries of San Francisco sold a 
rare printing In wraps of The Proceedings of the 
National Union Convention held in Baltimore. Md. 

June 7th and 8th, 1864. In addition to the rarity, this was 
---------. John Hay's personal copy 

t'I tt. I J '1 

and was signed by him on 
the title page. Ex-collection 
o1 Foreman Lebold. it sold 
for $1,800 plus buyer's. 

T he "dealer's auction" conducted by Tom French at the American Political 
Items Collectors (APIC) national convention this August in Atlanta had a 
never-before-seen Lincoln item: an engraved railroad pass for the trip of 

President-elect Lincoln from Cincinnati to Washington, DC in February 1861. The 
3 x 5" card, inscribed to a "Capt. 
Pope," was printed by the ,........,...,,...,.....,,....._....,,,..._..,....,..,.., 
American Bank Note Company 
with text on the obverse and a 
decorative design on the 
reverse. We have seen railroad 
passes for Lincoln's funeral 
train. but never one for his 
preinaugural trip. It is likely 
many such souvenirs were printed for this 
trip; however, we cannot be optimistic - -
regarding the rate of discovery when it takes 138 years for the first specimen to 
surface! Despite soiling and wear, this unique piece of ephemera sold for SB00. 

This two-foot, 300-pound bust recently appeared on e-Bay. Executed by 
Haig Patigian, a San Francisco artist, the work was apparently made for the 
University of Southern California and sold off some twenty years ago. Five 

bidders chased the piece to $820. N ortheast Auction's 
August sale featured 
historical china from 
the collection of 

Maryland dealer Roger Powers. 
Nothing in the way of Lincoln din-

nerware... but there was this 
hand-crafted, mechanical 
whirligig of Lincoln sawing 
wood. 18 inches high and 12 
inches across. We couldn't 
date the piece ... but what a 
fun piece of folkart! $520. 

J ack Donahue of Bayside, New York puts out both auctions and fixed-price lists - mostly featur
ing Civil War photographs, ephemera, and battlefield relics. His latest list includes a mint condi· 
lion Lincoln mourning silk ($350) and a large Taylor & Huntington albumen of the Washington, 

DC "U.S. Sanitary Commission" posed In front ~--------
of their HQ ($950). 

A 
corn Auctions of Ballston 
Spa, NY sold this attrac
tively-framed Victorian 
memorial souvenir last 

June. Identified as a leaf taken from 
"The Coffin of Abraham Lincoln, 
Washington, DC, April 19, 1865," It 
raked-in $412. 

The following e-Bay listing caught our attention in September: "Civil War 
Pocket Knife, used by Abe Uncoln." Unfortunately, no picture/scan was 
provided to accompany this description: "Used by Abe himself. I have 
traced this piece back to the White House, I bought it in an auction In 

Washington D.C. about 30 years back when they were trying to raise money tor 
some charity. It is an extremely rare p/BCB that Honest Abe carried around with 
him in his jacket pocket. I know this for a fact because the piece comes attached 
with a copy from his diary in which he mentions the knife." Talk about remark
able provenance! A photocopy of a page that showed Lincoln once owned a 
pocketknife ... therefore, this had to be that very one! Some idiot (yes ... we said 
IDIOT) paid Just over $100 for a song and dance. Ahhh ... "where fools rush in .. ." 

M ax Rambod of Encino, California sold this 
engraved dinner invitation from "The President & 
Mrs. Lincoln" in July. Apparently overlooked by 
just about everyone, an astute Connecticut collec

tor purchased the 
piece at a fraction of 
its worth - $480. 
The last example to 
hit the market sold 
for more than 
S1 ,500. Just proves 
there are still "bar· 
gains" to be found! 

IS-----------------------
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In The Marketplace, cont. 
II This exceptionally nice carte of Edwin Booth by Anthony/Brady 
• recently sold on e-Bay. Five bidders executed ten bids with a 

final price of $205. 

N 
orm Boas ("Seaport Autographs") 
comments on the uncertain future 
of fixed-price catalogs vis-a-vis • . 
the Internet as a preface to 
Catalogue 78. Among the offerings: a manuscript promissory note from 1797 
signed by Jesse Head as witness is $550. Rev. Head officiated at the wedding of 

Abraham Lincoln's parents. Also a Manuscript Letter Signed by Gideon Welles, 
addressed to the Quartermaster of the Marine Corps. submitting a list of newspapers to 
advertise in '"inviting Proposals for supplies of Rations, Clothing, and Military Equipment 
for the Marine Corps for 1864. •• This example of integrity in government and competitive 
bidding, can be yours without having to bid. Just send Norm $175. His 79th catalog also 
offers an abudance of material (four different H. Hamlins!)-including a neat cabinet card 
(pictured above). It pictures the Soldier's Home just outside of Washington. Built In 1851, 
the Home served as the summer White House with the Lincoln's residing in a small stone 
cottage just to the left of the main building. This photograph, an affordable $90 (don't 
bother calling - it sold almost immediately!) most likely dates to the late 1880's and was 
issued by a New York stevedore, John H. Starin. 

-

T 
he Antique & Design Center of New 
Windsor, NY offered this 25 x 30" oil on 
canvas of Lincoln - based on the 
"Speed portrait" - in their October 
estate auction. There was no inscription 
or signature, but still a capable rendition 

with "some age." $400 plus ten-percent buyer's. 

M
atthew Bennett of Baltimore specializes 
in philatelic material. Their November 
sale of "Confederate States General 
Issues" had one special Lincoln item, a 
patriotic cover. Nothing unusual there -
save that It was mailed in 1863 from a 

Confederate station! It had a Jeff Davis 
postage stamp attached and was addressed to 

f ~.,/, '../ 1..p,.1 

'>'.~ • ,'1 • I , . ., ... 

someone In, of all places, 
Appomattox, Virginia. An inter
esting use proving, perhaps, 
that the urge to save money on 
stationery transcended political 
correctness. The piece crossed 
the block at $10,500 against an 
estimate of $3-4.000. Wow! 
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A 
lso recently offered on a-Bay was a "silver plated cof
fee set" with the following description: "on January 
third 1865 (this set) was given to President Abraham 
Lincoln three months and eleven days prior to his 
assassination. The set was a gift to the President 

from a group of businessmen and political officials. 
Included with the set are the following documents sup
porting Its authenticity. The first Is the letter presented to 
his excellency Abraham Lincoln President of the United 
States. The letter recommends fellow citizen and friend Dr. 
Andrew Van Dyck be reappointed Customs Collector in the 
district of Oswego, New York. The Tea set along with this 
letter was a gift to doctor Andrew Van Dyck after Lincoln's 
assassination terminated his appointment. Dr Van Dyck 
had been a physician and surgeon with the northern army 
during the Civil War and during his two terms of office as 
customs collector also served the army hospital as needed 
in Oswego. The second document included is Dr Van 
Dyck's May first 1864 United States internal revenue 
license to carry on the business of a physician. The third 
document is the letter from the treasury department office 
of commissioner of customs dated August 19, 1864 advis
ing Dr. Van Dyck of his commission has been been 
received and approved signed by the acting commissioner 
of customs. The final letter Is dated March 7. 1978, signed 
by the great granddaughter of Dr. Andrew Van Dyck sup
porting the authemicity of the tea set. The beautiful set con
sists of eight pieces with carved designees ... I'm offering 
an authentic once In a lffe time find! I'm opening the bid
ding at $2,000 with no reserve! Yo11 may never again have 
the opportunity to own such a piece of documented histo
ry. I have had many questions concerning this unbelievable 
set! Believe it! The set, letter to President Lincoln and other 
supporting documents are AUTHENTIC! At this time 
President Lincoln's Administration is preparing to vacate 
the White House. I'm sure there were COUNTLESS TREA
SURES just /Ike this one lying around the WHITE HOUSE. 
Now what to do with all of them? Well what would you do? 
Put yourself in that time and place. It makes no sense for 
President Lincoln to keep a letter like this around the White 
House ... unless he threw it in the big silver coffee pot for 
safe-keeping as not to forget who it came from. Maybe he 
was going to return a gift or a letter. who knows. This set 
was gifted to Dr. Vandyck from the Lincoln administration 
upon the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln with 
the letter Inside as received by Dr. Vandyck." Three bidders 
executed eight bids with the piece selling In February for 
$4,960. Now ... a few things to consider. First- there is NO 
"documentat1on·· or provenance tying the set to the Lincoln 
White House - save for a 1978 letter from a granddaugh
ter with claims that aren't corroborated. Second ... ahh skip 
it! Nothing about the story seems plausible... save for 
someone finding some non-consequential Civil War 
appointments for a minor bureaucrat and using them to 
sell a silver-plated tea-service for ten times Its value! 
Perhaps the piece is as represented .. we would just want 
a little more documentation before spending five-grand I 
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R
emember When, a phone/mail auction, decided to go "live" this past 
July in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Accordingly, their catalog was , -l-.•'-'I""" f .1 ·" t4 
not the typical telephone book, but, relatively speaking, an "anemic" .,_:!'&-"°f 'A/ l!,j,~ ,_ ;L.: r-. 
500 lots. But... what great stuff! A menu from Willard's Hotel in }"-'r. .s,.,"' rA ,..1,;-,1-- ,.,~ ... ~.,1,. ••• .I ;[;. _ _ .t_ 

Washington, DC, signed by both Grant and Sheridan on May 10. 1865 :,_j;; ,r__rF-t; --I . ·r;;r:L1t"':l~'.. J, ':t ,;.; ~;;f; 
(the day Jeff Davis was captured), ostensibly a souvenir from a celebration by ., ,r ~~~, ""7:-c,:;..";:' !k tt,. ""::.:t-:;r_-:. • ':, ~--:.~) 
these two key players, was the choice of one gourmet at $5,800. A May 30, ~,.. µ-... ..i, p:...,t--, r"A. ... ,.. ·- ·- .;... __ ,...,. .r-1,1-.:;_H~ 

1860 Lincoln ALS responding favorably to an autograph request, together with ;;: ,. 
1
t;:;;;. !,:L. ~~ t"~7:§.;':~~(:! t:f•• ~~{.; 

the postally-used transmittal envelope in his hand, sold to a present-day auto- ~Z .~.-.f~" -f'? -;r~ .'t ~~j,:::.: .. -~ 1:.;:: it J.,":..i.;lf; 
graph-hound for $12,000. A May 21, 1859 Lincoln ALS decllmng a request by ,, ~ ~ ~~ I"""' ""'-- ; ~ :c;.., ... 1-, • "· ~ .... , .. ...., 

,.,, --~ ~ ,..t,'; :... .,_ •f! .. """~1~ t·-)" ,.. .. :;L,-4 Lawrence, Massachusetts supporters for him to speak at July 4th festivities (ind I· r--~' • -Ir- ✓.:.~ r ~
1
..., .. :'" :··:z.; 'k.,( -;,, f;,:;-;e. 

eating his popularity among New Eng lander's a full year before the presidential \ •ti_· ... •. ::.: :..:: ,r;,,✓_., I·-,... ..... ,.... 
l.,.,/1 , •••./"••-' -_lyf. :.t. ·:,. • • Z,":) nominating convention) spoke for Itself at $19,500. A Typed Manuscript l _ ,t ,1. ., .. ; .. r..:1,..-•.•r.,'-'""rn':! 

(Unsigned) by Booker T. Washington, the original draft for his February 12, 1909 ( .t,..J' k!;,M,~~'.7si•.::.,;7!.,i. 
address before the Republican Club of New York City. declaring " ... In abollshing ;-------...,.!: -... ~":'"'.:d":-"~·~~:-,-::,_ -r:;:1-!.:. 
slavery, Lincoln proclaimed the principle that even in the case of the humblest and 1 ""4 ~ •• J, ~ 
weakest of mankind, the welfare of each is still the good of all ... may we not join with ,.., f,,.__:, /.-✓-'J,. .J~ ... , 
your race. and let ... Justice. goodwill. and peace ... be the motto of our lives ... " made ,.✓ .'!J! ~--~ o 
an uplifting $9,200. A personal mourning envelope addressed and initialed by Mary Todd ?.~; -
Lincoln (engraved by Dempsey & O'Toole, printers of the ubiquitous Lincoln-Johnson 
Inaugural Ball invitations) made $1,000. An undated 2p. ALS by Jeanne Gourlay, an actress from "Our American Cousin" giving an eye-witness account 
of Lincoln's assassination sold for a whopping $18.400. Her father. attending the play that evening, helped carry Lincoln's body across the street to the 
Petersen House. In addition, Ms. Gourlay was one of John WIikes Booth's girlfriends. Small world! 

G
ary Hendershott of Little Rock specializes in Civil War memorabilia. partic
ularly Confederate. His catalogs feature beautiful color photographs of 
some outstanding rarities. His June fixed-price Ii.st had a small handbill 
entitled "Ordinance of Secession" that was handed to delegates at the 
December 1860 Secession Convention at Charleston, South Carolina. 

Touted as one of "only 2 known to exist...." 
($12,500) Priced at the same amount Is this 

large albumen of Jefferson 
Davis with a 
mounted signa

ture, presented 
in Bermuda (a 
Confederate 
blockade-runner 
port) by Gen. 
WIiiiam Preston 
(CSA Emissary to 
Emperor Maximilian 
of Mexico) to a 
Confederate agent 
from Canada. 

J
ay Stern of Empire Autographs of Hewlett, New York, had a diverse selec
tlon of material in a June sale. A petition to President Lincoln from "loyal 
Mississippians," dated March 21, 1865, requesting the appointment of 
John W. Wood as military governor seemed to be an unusual offering. A 
similar document, dated February 28, 1863, came from loyal citizens of 
Arkansas desirous of being readmitted to the Union while, concurrently, 

recommending their choice for military governor. The first was docketed by 
John Nicolay, the second by Maj. Gen. Samuel Curtis. They sold for $1,400 and 
$1,300 respectively. (Prices do not Include 15% buyer's premium.) 

C 
ongratulations to Rall Splitter Catherine Barnes, newly-elected 
President of PADA (the Professional Autograph Dealers 
Association). Given her new responslbillles, we wondered if she 
could maintain what must be a grueling schedule - including 
exhibiting at numerous shows and issuing catalogs. Not to be 
disappointed, we just received a copy of her new fixed-price cat

alog of autographs & signed books - with several items of particular 
interest. A little outside our focus but still to be appreciated: a James 
Buchanan ALS written in 1854 as Minister to England discussing the 
poor qualities of daguerreotypists in London and noting a preference 
for the work of Mathew Brady. "Now as I am getting old & never was 
very good looking, I desire to make my best appearance In your eyes 
consistently with the truth ... When I was in New York previous to my 
departure for this country Mr. Brady took a likeness of me which he 
said was one of the three best he had ever taken ... ,. ($3,500). An 1878 
Jefferson Davis ALS discussing the gathering of archival materials In 
preparation for his book. The Bise and Fall of the Confederate 
Government. refers to popular mis- r-: 
conceptions: ''Again the Govt. of the I ,/ c::;,.

7 
~--r .-... ,....,~ 

C.S.A. was never transferred to 

1

1:,: t£. ✓• ... 7 .1...r....., 
Greensboro, N.C. I stopped there 1..---. - -~ 
after the su:render of Lee, for a con- ::":: ~0-;:-;;.!!':!:.:. 
ference with J. E. Johnston & . ' f.,,. . ..., 

' ......._ ~ ~ ,,_,-.;,<.J 
Beaur~gard, but never designed to ~,-...,,...! ...,_;, tJ!;~ 
establish the Govt. there. " ($2,750) 
And an 1863 ALS of Lincoln dis
cussing the appointment of Indian 
agents for "the lower new Indian 
agency on the Missouri River" -writ
ten on the verso of a letter signed by 
numerous Republican Senators 
(James Harlan, Ben Wade, John Hale, 
Zachariah Chandler. and others) pro-
moting their own choice. (S9,500) 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 
Cogitation - The Collector's Companion 

Collectors of historicaJ Americana constantly search for 
opportunities - auction cataJogs often providing a good source 
for new finds. A careful search through entries of such sched
ules periodically bears fruit. The first feeling when spotting a 
treasure is the rush of adrenalin. Who should I tell? Should I tell 
unyone? Whom am I kidding? Everyone's going to see this! How 
much is it worth? Should I be a phone. 
absentee. or live bidder? The urge to caJI 
and get more lnfonnation seems press
ing - despite the fact that it's 8 o'clock 
on a Sunday night. Invariably, you are 
left on pins-and-needles until the day of 
the sale - even if It's a month away. 

words "Harrison and Morton" are stenciled and the catalog 
description indicates as such. 

If the Lincoln flag had stenciled lettering, It casts a shadow 
on its authenticity - practically all political flags were printed. 
Even with Impeccable provenance, a stenciled flag would have 
limited market value. The style of the word • And" Is unusual and 
may not be consistent with the period. Since "Harrison and 
Morton" ls stenciled. perhaps the individual who crafted this 

piece in 1888 took a blank 31-star flag 
A and stenciled the names "Lincoln and 

Hamlin" on it - a disturbing thought. 

After the lntial fit of excitement, 
critical thoughts enter the picture: "You 
know, the condition Isn't really too 
good" or "Let's be caretuJ, here. We 
don't want to make a mistake. This is 
big bucks." U you're unable to see the 
item in person. this only adds to the 
confusion. You must rely on the catalog 
photo and the opinion of a gallery 

11 A ll ll I S O N • 
A N )) 

What Is the evidence on the oppos
ing side? The stains. wear, and toning is 
consistent With a piece of this age. 
Other political flags are known with 
this 31-star pattern. The word "And" is 
very similar, stylistically, to one on a 
"Lincoln and Johnson" banner cata
loged in Threads. The lettering does 
not have the Internal "breaks" or "slits" 
characteristic of stencils. The letters in 
the wording are evenly spaced and In 
strict alignment with the bordering ~I O It 'l' 0 N • 

employee whose expertise might be 
confined to Hummel figurines. You try to get all the information 
you can. Initial elation often gives way to repudiation. "The hell 
with it - I'm not going to even bid on it!" But, you Just can't stay 
away - the temptation is too great. You're compelled to bid -
It might go cheap. 

A recent New England auction (Skinners of Bolton. MA) 
offered this Lincoln-Hamlin Harrison-Morton '"apron.'' a never
before-seen amalgamation in textiles. A 31-star Lincoln flag is 
pieced-in to a larger size of linen which. In turn, has the sten
ciled letters "Harrison and Morton." The Lincoln flag is unfamil
iar. A check In Threads of History oroves unproductive. 

The "helpfur gallery employee has no provenance. The 
Item has overall light stains and toning. plus a few small holes. 
The words "Lincoln and Hamlin" are a dark brown color, 
although she opines they were originally black. She cannot tell 
if they were printed via a letterpress process or stenciled. The 

stripes. 
The pendulum starts to swing the 

other way. One final piece in the puzzle is the knowledge that 
"recycled politlcals" of this type were used a great deal In the 
Harrison-Morton campalgn of 1888. The Republicans that year 
engaged In a festival of nostalgia. harping back to the 1840 cam
paign of their standard-bearer's grandfather, William Henry 
Harrison. Ribbons and tokens were produced employing motifs 
from the "Log Cabin and Hard Cider" campaign. Threads of 
l:li.stQu illustrates an 1840 Harrison flag that was reinscrlbed for 
the 1888 election. A Henry Clay flag Issued by the "Castile 
Harrison Hustlers of 1844." was resurrected and modified by the 
Harrison-Morton crew In 1888. It was sold at an auction a short 
time ago in upstate New York. Accordingly, the creation of a 
political apron incorporating an 1860 campaign flag for a fellow 
Republican Is totally consistent with this pattern. We've 
thought it through -let's bid! 

[The apron sold for $8,000 plus 15% buyer's premium!] 

T 
his uniQue Lincoln Assassination/Slavery-related token 
recently sold in an internet auction. The piece takes the form 
of a Liberty Seated Quarter with a 
loop at the top for suspension. The 
date on the obverse has been effaced W

ish we read 
Kurt Stein's 
article (page 9) 
before letting 
this piece slip 

through our hands! and reengraved to read '1865.' The reverse 
has been planed off and In a highly varied and 
intricate script engraved with the following: ·in 
Memory of Abraham Lincoln the MARTYR 

PRESIDENT. LIBERTY Shall Forever Glory in His Name. II is Immor
talized In the EMANCIPATION of the OPPRESSED.' A great keepsake 
speaking to one person's very deep and personal grief. $430 

Another e-Bay offering, 
this in September, 
going for a very rea
sonable $250! A great 
piece of 1864 cam
paign ephemera. 

-· ................. 
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he Los AngeleS/San Francisco auction house of Butterfield & 
Butterfield, now owned by e-Bay, has a separate division 
operating under the name California Book Auctions. C.B.A. 

held a sale in September that took place "simultaneously in San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, and New York." The three venues were 
linked via television monitors and the internet. We cannot com
ment on this experiment. except to say that two lots of somewhat 
dubious nature 0 slmultaneously" failed to sell. One was listed as 
four of the original eight "electrotype plates for the April 15, 1865 
(8:10 A.M.) Edition of the New York Herald.-We are not sure 
when electrotype plates of this type were first Introduced to 
newspaper publishing but believe It to be circa 1885. We know 
that hand-set type was still being used in 1865 and that these 
plates were later produced to run off facsimile editions. It Is also 
unlikely that the newspaper would have saved these, a concern 
the cataloger acknowledges: "'That these plates have survived 
intact Is a remarkable feat." An overly aggressive estimate of 
$70,000-90,000 may have put the "kabosh" on these babies. The 
other "orphan" was an Autographed Letter Signed by Mathew 
Brady to Alexander Gardner, dated February 22, 1861, directing 
Gardner to prepare the cameras for a sitting by President-elect 
Lincoln. Save for this note being published in Mark Katz' book on 
Gardner, Witness to an Era. (Viking Press. New York: 1991 l 
absolutely no provenance exists on the piece. Conversations 
with several autograph dealers further cast doubt on its authen
ticity - one calling into question why Brady would have even 
authored such a note. After all, given that the studio was set up 
to take portraits of distinguished citizens every day of the week, 
why would there have been a need to direct Gardner to "ready 
the equipment" two days in advance? While we know Brady 
wrote very little In his later years - with his eyesight failing -
those who claim he could only pen his name and was otherwise 
illiterate are in error. But there Is another possibility - one sug
gested by Mary Panzer of the National Portrait Gallery. She 
speculates this note may represent "Brady forging Brady" ... a let
ter Brady wrote later In his life when his funds were completely 
depleted and he was forced to sell whatever he could. Ms. 
Panzer told us that it is certainly possible that if this Is, in fact, in 
Brady's hand, he very well might have authored it years after-the
fact to create something of historic (monetary) value. Enough 
doubt remained on the letter to keep potential bidders far away 
from the $15-25,000 pre-sale estimate. 

I 

I. HCA> sala 
last August, a 
wide assort
ment of mem
orabilia was 
offered - from 
prehistoric to 

~IUJt tl_m_t, --.-:=:ili;;;;~-=: ,.,-.rei,.w 

contemporary. A huge broadside, measuring 44 x 
86," composed of three separate panels, promot-I 
ed a Civil War-era Republican candidate for 
Phlladelphla City Treasurer, Harry Bumm. Mr. ~----
Bumm's tactics included accusing his Democratic rival of Southern sympathies 
with reference to competition for robs by free Black workers. The winning bidder 
had to post $2,000 worth of bills. A handsome and scarce piece of Ellsworth sheet 
music sold for $150. Finally, the Raynor's offered the classic 1864 "Union and 
Liberty" multicolored paper ribbon for Lincoln. This piece (pictured in past Issues) 
has made numerous auction appearances recently. We are informed that an Eastern 
dealer discovered a small trove with five examples. Combine this "find" with the 
general population of specimens that routinely trade hands, and one gets the 
impression that this item is plentiful. In any event, the market for such pieces is suf
ficiently deep that ready buyers are always on hand. The result is a steady price 
level. With "price-points" consistently in the $1,500 to $2,000 range, this specimen 
made $1,600. (Prices quoted do not include 15% buyer's premium.) 

E ast Coast Books of Wells, Maine hosted 
a mall auction of art and autographs In 
March. An invitation to attend the dedi

cation of the remodeled tomb of Abraham 
Lincoln on June 17, 1931 - an event host
ed by President Herbert Hoover - sold for 
$250. Speaking of tombs. a somewhat unusual variety of the embossed Lincoln 
"funeral card" (of the type allegedly handed out to dignitaries on the funeral train) 
left the depot for $175. Finally, an Autographed Note Signed (ANS) by Lincoln, the 
standard "Let this man take the oath .. .", displaying a great unsteadiness of hand 
(either written hurriedly or while standing up) went for a reasonable $3,300. 

C hapel Hill Rare Books of Carrboro, North Carolina offers some 1,000 imprints 
and Civil War books - ranging in price from S30 to S15,000 - in their new 
fixed-price list. Among the more interesting pieces: an 1857 first-edition (in 
wraps) reporting on the decision of the Supreme Court In the case of Dred 

Scott vs. John FA. Sandford is $2,500. An 11 x 15" hand-colored broadside of the 
Emancipation Proclamation. published In Chicago in 1864 by Rufus Blanchard, 
with the following declaration: "The Proclamation is an incalculable element of 
strength to the Union cause. It makes allegiance between the Rebels and Foreign 
States as Impossible as ii is for millions of Bondsmen to love Slavery better than 
Freedom." $950. A second-edition portfolio of 29 of Adelbert Volck's Confederate 
War Etchings (the first edition. Sketches from the Civil War, was suppressed and 
remains virtually unobtainable) ls offered for $4,000. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 

T
om Slater's second installment of the Chick Harris Collection proved the market for politicals and 
campaign ephemera remains hot. The September auction set a record for a political broadside: this 
magnificent Breckinridge jugate poster from 1860, unique in that it was issued in Boston support
ing a Southern ticket in opposition to Lincoln, sold for an astounding S50,000 (with the ten-per
cent buyer's). Other "high-fliers" included a great 1864 McClellan and Pendleton campaign print 
by Bufford of Boston Entitled "Columbia ... Arise Beloved Mother," it garnered $4,250. And this 

1864 cartoon similar to those by Currier & Ives. but without a 
printer's credit, depicting all the key players In 1864 with the title: 
"The Chicago Platform, What is It, Peace or War." S650. 

----

A
n Interesting Varina ,., , ... q,,,{, \ . ~ ltJ!'~~-., .... :L 
Davis (Mrs. Jefferson .; • • ........,.,_ 
D • ) ALS Id -;,,..;.- .- \_,,_, __ , -,~ 
"" so " an • ~- '.:.'.:.-£ :;;.~ Internet auction this , ,,, v "' ",. ,r- . .,. - ;,• ;-- --

t S t b Ill,.. • .. ..,..~ ..... 
pas ep em er. _ '': _ 1-- ..- ,..,. _ 
Known as the "First Lady e&- "" ,.. ~?"Mi-'?' •,. ,,_, 

of the South." Mrs. Davis wrote ,..- ;: ~- .. ~ \ ,,.. __ ,;;;__,. 
this letter on October 10, 1860, - ": , i--'-;: &,,,_ 

while living in Washington D.C. \ • 1 ~. • ~-

(Less than a month later. Lincoln 

8
_. r· ,, ,. t:"' ~-

was elected President.) Varina :_ -- • 
was writing to a lady at the Franklin ' : -+-~.:----=;;;;_~ 
Female Institute (a girl's school) of • 
Franklin County Tennessee in reply to a letter sent to Jefferson Davis - who 
was in Mississippi at the time: "Your Letter to Mr. Davis of the 2nd inst. 
reached me here. But he has gone to M1ssi. where he will remain until after 
the elections, & probably until the meeting of Congress. Could I make 
known to him the honor you have conferred upon him in time for him to 
send you his grateful acceptance. I should be pleased to do so. however. 
he is stationary so short a time that my own letters seem to go upon a(?) 
chase and I suppose many of them never reach their destination and he 
would scarcely like to lose(?) so grateful, and complimentary an expression 
of your esteem Believe me my dear young lady. Very Respectfully & 
Faithfully yours, Varina Davis.· Twelve bidders chased the letter to $560. 

hree recent 
e-Bay transactions: 
an 1864 campaign 
biography in pictori
al wraps (front and 
back covers pie· 

lured), $400, an Edwin 
Booth Coronas Cigar 
tin. $190; and a carte 
described as a • Rare 
early CDV of Secretary 
of War. Edwin Stanton ... 
Appointed by Lincoln 
during the Civil War to replace the corrupt 
Simon Cameron m 1862. this view appears 
to be from about 1860-61. A noticable char
acteristic of Stanton were graying chin 
whiskers below his mouth. Reverse bears 
photographers imprint. 'EM. Hutchinson, 
Artist, Middleburg, Ind. • Obviously, this is 
NOT Stanton. Some "lucky" bidder paid $150 

for a man with 
whiskers. 

T
alk about esoterica: "On the night of February 3, 1869, Edwin Booth inaugurated Booth's Theatre, his grand temple of 
the arts In New York. with a lavish production of Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet in which he co-starred with Mary 
McVicker, later his second wile. Playing Friar Lawrence that night and also Booth's stage manager-with many of the 
duties we associate with the modern director such as blocking the play and supervising cast performances - was 
Mark Smith, a Booth's Theatre regular and frequent associate of Edwin Booth. A rare early Sarony cabinet photo of ~ 
Smith." E-Bay, October - $36.50. While esoteric, fun theatre association ... and cheap! 
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W
hat goes around comes around! After researching a Lincoln 'folk art' mourning badge in Sotheby's June sale of 
the Zabriskie Collection, Rail Splitter Martin Carlino purchased what he thought to be a similar example on e-Bay. 
The price in October was an Inexpensive $140 (against a $39 reserve). This tin. folk Art memorial badge, 32.8mm, 
circa 1865, painted black with a cut-out printed shield in red-white and blue, seemed almost identical with the spec
imen that Sotheby's sold. That badge was married together with an 1864 campaign shell and sold for $1,200. After 

comparing the photograph of the badge In Sotheby's catalog with the piece sold on e-Bay, it is more than clear that they are 
one in the same - with the identical flaking of paint throughout. Indisputably, this was part of the Zabriskie Collection! We con
tacted the person who sold the piece on e-Bay to question the provenance of the memorial badge and the Zabriskie connection. She 
told us 'This couldn't be the same pin ... It was from an estate-sale of a gentleman who had an extensive political collection from Civil War through the 
1920's ... " Well ... facts are facts. This is the exact same piece-selling just four months later for a fraction of its last "price-point!'' 

W 
e cannot attest to the accuracy of any of the following. but... "For sale. this wonderful/ cdv of one of the Drummer 
girls from Lincoln's 2nd Presidential lnnauguration. She is wearing a hat with a stand of three small muskets, a mil
itary musicians jacket.a patriotic red/white and blue skirt (I assume) and what would have been blue and white striped 
hose. She wears a small rope tension drum and has two drum stiks in her hand. A very unique photo from the Stansky 
collection. He only collected Lincoln related pieces." Nine bidders executed 18 bids: $350. 

R 
obert Batchelder's latest catalog of autographs offered some interesting 
items at fixed prices. An 1863 Autographed Letter Signed by Edwin Stanton 
engaging New York attorney Edwards Pierrepont to investigate the case of : 
a vessel detained in New York Harbor that was suspected of carrying con- 1 

traband goods destined for the Confederacy is offered at $585. An ; 
Autographed CDV 01 Grant with an Anthony backmark, not exactly his best 

pose, is $4,500. A Free Frank envelope signed by Lincoln, postmarked October 
16, 1861, initialed and addressed by Mary Todd Lincoln to the President's New 
York City tailor, is tagged at $7,500. An 1863 Partially-printed Document Signed 
by Lincoln, appointing "Daniel B. Hodgsdon, Second Lieutenant in the Revenue 
Cutter Service" is $6,500. This unusual military appointment merits attention as 
the "Revenue Cutter Service" was the precursor to the U. S. Coast Guard. 

An undated, anti-Lincoln handbill with quite harsh rhetoric (" ... We have made the Sambo race 
Superior to our own ... "), Issued by a partisan NYC lottery ticket-agent, didn't go for a lotto 
money in a recent Smythe auction: $170. 

A 
nether recent e-Bay offering: a four page letter dated April 25, 1865, describing the assassination of Lincoln. This missive was written by WIiiiam 
Elmendorf who claimed to be in attendance at Ford's Theatre on the evening of April 14th: "I promised In my last letter to you to give you more 
paruculars in regard to the assassination of our late President, but before I begin I would like to know wether you even got my letter containing 
the lock of hair you wished me to send to you if so write me and let me know in yours next. Friday night the 14th, Steward Eastman and myself 
were In company down town to see the display of fine works etc. and was tauntering around not knowing where to go or what to do to pass away 

the evening, when we noticed that Genl. Grant and family and also President Lincoln & family, were to visit Ford's Theater that evening to witness the 
Play of the American Cousin. He Steward Eastman proposed we should go and see the General & President and as I had no money he told me he wished 
me to go with him and spend the evening and I tinaly consented to accompany him to Ford's Theater. We occupied a couple of seats in the dress circle 
and saw the President when he entered, but further than that I did not see anything of Extraordinary notice until we were startled by the report of a pis
tol. and even then we did not know what had been done until Mrs. Lincoln Screamed and I saw the Murderer Climb over the railing of the Private box 
and drop to the stage, a distance of about 12 feet I should Judge. flourishing in his left hand a large dirk knife and Making a sort of a somersalt, and at 
the sametime Exclaiming something in Latin which I could not understand. And then he darted behind the scenes and was lost to my view. Directly it 
was noised about that our President had been shot and it seemed as though we were all chained to our seats perfectly thunderstruck for some seconds, 
giving the Murderer time to Escape, when some gentleman after Miss Laura Keene had tried her best to Keep the audience quiet; he ordered the Audience 
to disperse which they did after a few moments. About half an hour afterwards President Lincoln was moved directly opposite to the Theater in a private 
dwelling and lie there untll the next moming at 22 minutes past seven o'clock he died and was shortly afterwards removed to the White House. the rest 
you know as well as I can write ft to you, but I will close this letter by hoping to hear from you soon. My health is improving slowly I think. My voice is 
somewhat better give my love to all the family in New York. Write Soon, Your Brother, Wm. Elmendorf-Mt. Pleasant Hospital." Seventeen different bid
ders executed a total of 48 bids to drive the offer above the $2,000 level. Unfortunately, the seller set a reserve that exceeded that amount! While an 
interesting and very desirable letter, only one word aptly describes the person listing the piece ... (You supply!) 
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Rail Splinters 
~ Rail Splitter Gary Greenburg 
~ of Tucson forwarded a copy 
of this greeting/gift card with the fol
lowing note: "The enclosed 'ripoff' 
reproduction came to me from a grown 
daughter as a birthday gift. I happen to 
have a local connection (my son) to 
the 90-year old dean of American 
litho/offset printers, George Schlegel, 
now or Bethel, CT. His was the firm in 
N.Y.C. that originated the cigar bands 
commemorating popular U.S. presi
dents (they never produced a com
plete set) from which this was copied. 
It could also have been copied from the German lithographer 
Henry Putcheska. Seeing how popular the bands were between 
WWI and WWIJ, Putcheska pirated them and was sued by 
Schlegel Litho. After wwn, the extra sheets that Schlegel had 
from his original runs were distributed gratis to veteran's groups 
- who then sold them as fund-raisers. Schlegel Litho was sold 
around 1957 and dosed within a couple of years alter that." Just 
proves that old expression, "what is old is once again new!" 

~ Dana Linett's "Early American" auction last month 
=::::: Included this large handbill (top portion only pic

tured) listing all the delegates lo the Republican Convention of 
1860. The appearance of this wonderful document triggers a bit
tersweet, nostalgic chord for us. About twenty-five years ago, an 
estate auction in southern New England advertised a unique col
lection of ephemera - au assembled by a delegate to the Wigwam 
Convention of 1860 and preserved by his descendants until 
"falling victim" to the inexorable estate sale. The collection 
included twenty flags, each emblazoned with the name of a state 
(each flag indicating the location of a particular state delega
tion), two flags of like design inscribed "Lincoln & Hamlin", plus 
an assortment of tally sheets recording the results of the various 
ballots. The collection was purchased by Jan & Larry Malis, 
antique dealers from New Canaan, Connecticut who specialized 
In historical Americana. (This was in the early stages of the 
ephemera boom, well in advance of widespread popularity. In 
fact. Jan & Larry coJJected ephemera quietly for many years -
long before anyone thought to value the material). The "Wigwam 

ROLL OF THE 

NATIONAL REPUBLICAN CONVENTION, 

Collection" was taken to the very 
next antique show on the Malis' 
calender, the Yacht Club at 
Stamford, Connecticut, where lhe 
components of the collection 
were sold off piecemeal. The 
Lincoln flags, In pristine condition 
on their original sticks, sold for 
$375 apiece. The state delegation 
flags, budgeted for the collector 
of modest means, were but $50 One of the State Delegation flags 
each. One can only surmise that from the Wigwam Convention, 1860. 
the Lincoln & Hamlin flags were 
hastily made by a Chicago manufacturer once news of Hamlin's 
nomination was announced and dispatched to the Wigwam. In 
retrospect, it seems a shame that the collection wasn't kept 
intact.11 it came on the market today, one can assume efforts to 
preserve its integrity would be made. Unfortunately, the market 
for Lincolniana twenty years ago was not what it is today. The 
people who now own these state nags may not be aware of the 
provenance much less the tie to Lincoln. After all, if someone 
with a Lincoln & Hamlin flag claimed that it was used at the 
Wigwam Convention, who would believe him'? This delegate list -
a "roll-cau" from the very day Lincoln was nominated, is clearly 
the first piece from this horde to surface. Where are the others? 

~ When you 're dealing in historical research, there's 
~ always the hope of making a significant discovery. 
Rail Splitter Kim Bauer of the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
recently experienced this after learning of a group of Lincoln doc
uments dating to the Black Hawk War of 1832. A woman conduct
ing genealogical research in the National Archives in Washington, 
D.C. was pouring through the pension file of her ancestor, William 
Hohimer. (Hohimer served under Lincoln and was the onJy casu
alty in his command - suffering a severe, accidental musket 
wound in the abdomen.) Hohirner's descendent recognized 
Lincoln's handwriting and alerted Kim to the discovery. Inspired 
by this, Kim thought to search for other pension files from the 
Black Hawk War and found four other Lincoln documents, each 
previously unknown! There is very little extant material from this 
early period in Lincoln's life and the discovery of anything, let 
alone five documents, is a major event. Way to go, Kim! 

~ Wes Cowan's September photography sale includ-
~ ed two-dozen lots of Lincolniana - and this carte of 

a government building (courthouse?) draped in 
mourning bunting. It sold for a strong $850 plus buyer's premi
um. Unfortunately, there is no photographer's imprint or desig
nation as to the city this picture represents. We searched 
through our ref
erence sources 
and just couldn't 
place the build
ing. We would be 
grateful to any
one who can help 
identify the build
ing and city in 
this portrait. 
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What is the most EVER paid for a piece of Americana? 

~ Two seemingly incongruous realities: value is rela-
~ tive, and all collectors are impressed when "record 
prices" are set at an auction - regardless of the field of collecting. 
We all take notice when rare documents sell for hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. Likewise, when works of art sell in lhe mil
lions, such events are routinely covered by the national press. 
The same holds for collectibles considered "popular culture." 
Take, for example, last month's sale at Christie's of the "Happy 
Birthday Dress" Marilyn Monroe wore when singing to President 
Kennedy. $1,150,000 plus buyer's premium. Quite an expensive 
frock! Every news station aired the story ... for obvious reasons. 
This led us to wonder what was the most ever paid for anything 
considered "Americana." This, of course, would encompass all 
known documents, relics, historical artifacts, and collectibles -
anything to ever come onto the market. (Our exercise, of course. 
precludes those rarities that trade hands on paper only ... say the 
transfer of ownership of a historical monument with a valuation 
on paper for insurance purposes.) Was it something related to 
George Washington or Abraham Lincoln? The answer is found in 
a recent judgment by a Federal Arbitration Panel that ruled the 
National Archives must pay the heirs of Abraham Zapruder $16 
miUlon for the 8mm "home movie" that captured the fatal gun
shots of President John F. Kennedy in Dallas. The family will retain 
the reproduction rights, but may eventually transfer them to a 
public institution - the actual film, only 6 feet in length, is too frag
ile to be run through a projector. Unless someone tells us other
wise, we assume this is the most ever paid for a piece of history! 

~ Chuck Bechtloff of 
- - Huntington Beach. 

CA recently added this piece 
of 1864 campaign ephemera 
to his collection. It provides 
a detailed route for marchers 
in support of Democratic can
didates. We assumed it came 
from Philadelphia but were 
recently advised otherwise. 
Can anyone help identify 
where this procession took 
place? Please let us know! 

Earlier this year, the Post Office 
issued the above design for 
envelopes with pre-printed 

postage. Oetails will follow in 
an upcoming issue. 
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Chuck's circular, trimmed slightly on the 
left. (We are confident the Chief 

Marsha/is not related to our Publisher:) 
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DON'T SHOOT 
THATBOY! "THE 

LINCOLNPI-IILE" 
Lowry, Thomas P. Don't Shoot That 
Boyt Abraham Lincoln and Military 
~. Savas Publishing Company, 
Mason City, Iowa. 320pp., 1999. S28.95. 

Several recent studies have addressed 
Lincoln's involvement with the military and day-to-day operations 
of the War. Besides suggesting specific strategies and responding 
to requests for reinforcements and supplies, the President active
ly promoted new weaponry and technologies. He also had to con
tend with office-seekers, various interest groups seeking to pro
mote a special agenda, disgruntled soldiers complaining about the 
lack of recognition and requests for promotion. not to mention a 
Cabinet constantly at odds. Throughout his Administration, 
Lincoln was a man constantly besieged. As i1 this was not enough, 
Lincoln served as final arbiter on a large number of courts-martial 
and appeals that involved capital punishment. Thomas Lowry has 
written a book summarizing his research at the National Archives 
on cases that came across Lincoln's desk, with a view to deter
mine patterns and infer a personal philosophy for the President. 

Until 1994, there had been no systematic attempt to catalog 
and index the Civil War courts-martial. The present author and 
his wife, Beverly, created such an index, which forms a comput
erized database capable ol being searched by dozens of sub
jects in various combinations. In U1e course of reading tens of 
thousands of cases, they discovered "unknown" Lincoln nota
tions. In the first 37,000 military tribunals reviewed, an astound
ing 760 contained a notation in the hand of Lincoln. Of these, 543 
do not appear in any of the three most often cited indices - includ
ing Basler. Some of these Lincoln writings are very brief, and some 
are a full paragraph; none are extended essays. These are the hur
ried notations of a very busy man. There are no legal briefs, no 
drafts of the Gettysburg Address, no philosophical musings; but 
every one of the signatures and comments changed someone's life. 

The book is well-organized, and details the problem of disci
pline in the Army, particularly governed by the Articles of War. 
The various offenses are cataloged together with the proscribed 
punishments. Rules for convening a court-martial and determin
ing a verdict are described in detail. Criminal activities which 
would normally be handled in civil court were, in time of war, the 
purview of the court-martial. Civilians who committed crimes 
involving tile military (spying, bushwhacking, recruiting for the 
enemy, dealing in contraband, etc.) were likewise brought to jus
tice before military commissions. Verdicts could be appealed to 
Departmental Commanders, thence to the Judge Advocate 
General, Joseph Holt, and finally to the President. 

The book attempts to explore and document the universal 
perception of a "compassionate Lincoln." Each chapter ends 
with a graph summarizing the President's decisions for a given 
category of crime in relation to the court's original verdicts. 
The recommendations of Departmental Commanders and Judge 
Advocate Holt are also chronicled together with petitions by 
family members, friends, and politicians. 

Some interesting conclusions can be drawn from all this 

research. Although communications were slow and the appeal 
process lime-consuming, each case was given a great deal of 
attention. Lincoln often spent up to 6 hours daily going over as 
many as 70 cases. He was aided in this process by Holt, who 
assiduously gathered the court record, analyzed it, and pre
pared a written summary and recommendation for the 
President. Judge Advocate Holt and Lincoln, both with legal 
backgrounds, were in agreement with a high percentage of the 
cases. In spite of criticism for his disregard of time-honored 
legalities In the war-time emergency, Lincoln was religious in 
upholding due-process for each defendant. Any irregularities in 
tile trial were cause for a summary dismissal of the verdict. 
Many guilty individuals were set free as a result of what can sim
ply be termed a "faulty judicial process." Likewise, many mis
creants were forgiven if they qualified under any of the 
President's "Amnesty Proclamations." 

Compassion in these cases did not originate with the 
President. If a Departmental Commander recommended lenien
cy or a remission of sentence, Lincoln would almost always 
endorse the recommendation. Pressure from politicians consis
tently worked its magic - perhaps Lincoln appeared to "cave
in." A political (more cynical) interpretation would have the 
President waiting for the day when he would "call in his mark
ers." Letter-writing campaigns and petitions, whether based on 
truth or not, likewise were effective most of the time. 

Lincoln showed compassion in cases involving a simple 
breech In military discipline by enlisted men and draftees (deser
tion, falling asleep while on sentry duty, etc.). He may have been 
motivated by an understanding of the hardships such men faced 
and the tenuous reliance the Union had on volunteers. He was less 
forgiving for crimes involving deliberate malfeasance or cruelty, 
such as theft, assault, rape, and murder. Crimes undermining his 
effort to hold the Union together, such as spying and behind-the
lines recruitment for the Confederacy, were also not tolerated. 

Over 500 cases are addressed - they represent a cross-sec
tion of humanity, the "good, the bad, and the ugly." The individ
ual cases are often unique and colorful. They reflect the real 
face of war; in this case a war that resulted in 80,000 courts-mar
tial and 250,000 desertions. Because of the shear volume, the 
brief descriptions are episodic in nature. Although certain cases 
stand out, this makes for somewhat tedious reading which. per
haps, is unavoidable. Still, it remains a worthwhile effort in gain
ing further insight into Lincoln. 

Jones, Howard. Abraham Llncoln 
and a New Birth of Freedom: The 
Union and Slavery in the Diplomacy 
of the Civil War. University of 
Nebraska Press, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
236pp., 1999. $29.95. 

Howard Jones is Chair of tile Department 
of History at the University of Alabama. 
His previous books include: Mutiny on 
the Amistad: The Saga of a Slave Revolt 
and Its Impact on American Abolition, 
Law, and Diplomacy and Union in Peril: 
The Crisis Over British Intervention in the Civil War. (Whatever 
happened to short titles?) 
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His current volume, released in September, concerns itself 
primarily with the efforts of Union and Confederate officials to 
effect English and French diplomatic recognition and/or inter
vention during the Civil War. A "sub-theme" consists of the 
importance to Lincoln for ending slavery and how that related to 
a grand vision for a more perfect, post-war Union. 

Diplomatic history is inherently and perhaps, unavoidably, 
dull. It lacks the drama of military conflict and politics, though 
sharing some of the cerebral qualities. It is widely understood 
that the Civil War might have endured a different result had the 
European powers extended recognition to the Confederate 
States during the early stages of the War. The factors that pre
vented them from doing so are, no doubt, worthy of study. 

This attempt, however, seems deficient on many levels. The 
author constantly repeats himself. Since the issues being dis
cussed are relatively straightforward, one must assume that this 
is merely an attempt to fill space. The "prologue" to the book 
takes up eighteen pages and constitutes a rewording and sum
mation of the main body of the work. Discounting the prologue, 
notes, and index, we are left with 173 redundant pages which 
could have easily been distilled into a magazine article. 

The author's prose, though adequate, is less-than-stellar. 
Many awkwardly constructed sentences require a second and 
third reading. The repeated use of the word "antislavery" as a 
noun is annoying and. we believe, improper. There are some 
incorrect dates mentioned, and the fact that Union gold was 
shipped from "Calilornia to Asia" doesn't seem right, either. 

Professor Jones makes other "statements of fact" which he 
fails to support with persuasive arguments. These include the 
supposition that Lincoln was a strong supporter of abolition from 
his earliest days (didn't his idea of gradual emancipation with 
compensation insure slavery's survival untll the year 1900?) plus 
the supposition that the Emancipation Proclamation eliminated 
slavery as a concern for Louis Napoleon's recognition of the 
Confederacy (didn't people realize that if the Confederacy won 
U1e War, the Proclamation would be, ipso facto, inoperative?). 

While the author spends too much space on Civil War diplo
macy (making a dull subject even duller), he expends an insuffi
cient quantity on his secondary theme - the relation between 
abolition and Lincoln's post-war vision for the Union. On second 
thought, Lincoln's vision in this regard is tangential to foreign 
relations, and is probably not germane to the scope of the book, 
allliough potentially it is more interesting. 

Perhaps the main interest this book holds is the perspective 
achieved through hindsight in judging the fears, statements, and 
emotions of the players. Many of these fears (such as a slave 
uprising) were totally unfounded. Although the author tries to 
instill some sense of drama into the decisions made by European 
heads-of-state, it appears they acted consistently, guided by real
ism, ii not sell-interest. The threat of recognition which seemed 
so imminent at the time was, in retrospect. a phantom. Diplomacy 
and politicians have changed little, if at all, over the years. 

Mary, Wife of Lincoln. By her niece, Katherine Helm. 
Academy Books, Rutland, vr. 302pp., 1999. $26.95. (Paper) 

This work, originally serialized in McCall's Magazine and pub
lished in book form by Harper & Brolliers in 1928, has just been 

reprinted by Friends of Hildene, Inc., 
the organization that operates Robert 
Todd Lincoln's home in Manchester, 
Vermont. Its author, Katherine Helm, 
was the daughter of Emilie Todd Helm, a 
half-sister of Mary Todd. As a six-year 
old in 1863, Katherine Helm visited the 
Lincoln White House with her mother, 
en-route to the funeral of her father, 
Confederate General Ben Hardin Helm. 
Although her contact with the Lincolns 
was minimal, she was privy to the recol
lections of her mother, had access to 
other family members and family papers, and maintained a life
long relationship with Mr. & Mrs. Robert Todd Lincoln. ln fact, this 
is the only biography of Mary Todd Lincoln that attracted the full 
cooperation of the Lincoln family. 

Using various sources including oral histories, diaries, let
ters, newspaper articles, and numerous primary sources, the 
work covers the genealogy o[ the Todd Famlly, Mary Todd's life 
in the cities of Lexington, Springfield, and Washington, and, 
briefly, the post-assassination period. The author's point-of-view 
is highly favorable towards Mary Todd Lincoln, in sharp contrast 
to the negative view normally encountered. Is the aullior totally 
objective? No way. But, on the other hand, the critics of Mary 
Todd Lincoln are biased in their own fashion. The truth lies 
somewhere in the middle. 

While immensely popular at the time of its publication, 
Mary, Wife of Lincoln, has been out-of-print and perhaps, out-of
mind. This reprinting makes it available again. Ideas that were 
old and traditional. with the passage of time, now seem new and 
worth a second look. While not a scholarly work, it constitutes a 
pleasant, family reminiscence. The author will sometimes lapse 
into a fictional-type prose, relating private conversations and the 
inner thoughts of the principals. The narrative is a product of the 
1920s - not F. Scott Fitzgerald, but mainstream Americana -
reflecting romanticized views, especially of the Old South. The 
strength of the work ls two-fold: the authority and qualifications 
of the author, and the coherent focus of her writing. She men
tions only briefly seminal historical events in deference to a 
detailed description of the Lincoln family. For readers immersed 
in the history and key-figures of the "historical Lincoln," it is a 
relief to see these oft-repeated details fade into the background, 
as the author relates what was truly important to her: Mary Todd 
Lincoln and her family. The Todd Family was quite extensive and 
keeping track of them all is difficult, often prompting a referral to 
the genealogy presented in the second chapter. 

The book includes numerous illustrations, including paint
ings by the author, as well as photographs of early Todd Family 
dwellings and photographs o[ family members. It was the first 
biography of Mary Todd Lincoln ever written. While there can be 
little doubt of the author's mission, namely a defense of and 
homage to Mary Todd Lincoln, it remains an interesting account 
of the family life of our 16th president - a mundane subject 
whose importance is too-often overlooked. 

[Mary, Wife of Lincoln is available through the Friends of 
Hildene, Inc., Box 377, Manchester, Vermont 05254.] -rv,-. 
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i~EDITOR 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

On my return from the beautiful Eastern Shore of Maryland, I 
was delighted to find my Rail Spliller waiting for me. Of course, I 
took special notice of the interesting article by Stuart K. Lutz enti
tled "The Conspirators: Their Tangible Trail.~ I enjoyed the article 
very much, but found a few statements which I believe are in error. 

The first concerns Dr. Samuel A. Mudd. Dr. Mudd graduated 
from the University of Maryland, not the Baltimore Medical 
School. In 1856 at the time of Mudd's graduation, "The Baltimore 
Medical Schoor was officially called "The University of 
Maryland." You will find that Samuel Mudd, his cousins George 
Mudd and Joseph A. Mudd all submitted their dissertations to the 
·Provost, Regents, and Faculty of the University of Maryland.tt 
The graduation program of Dr. Samuel Mudd's class of 1856 is 
titled "School of Medicine, University of Maryland." I only point 
this out because this reference to the "Baltimore Medical Scboor 
persists in the literature and I believe it is in error. 

Mudd was actually questioned on April 18th, 20th, and 21st. 
It was on the 20th that he dralted his "voluntary" statement, and 
on the 21st that he signed (approved) Colonel Henry Wells' 
statement which was based on Mudd's interrogation of the 20th. 

Samuel Mudd never served in the Maryland State 
Legislature, that was his cousin, Sydney A. Mudd, sometimes list
ed as ·s. A. Mudd," which may explain the confusion. Samuel 
Mudd ran for the Maryland State Legislature in 1877 and was 
soundly defeated. 

Neither Mary Surratt nor Dr. \1udd were hooded. 
Prior to their meeting on Saturday, April 15, 1865, Dr. Mudd 

and John Wilkes Booth met on three occasions, not two. The 
third meeting took place on Sunday, December 18, 1864 at the 
Bryantown Tavern and involved Thomas Harbin. This third 
meeting is one which I explore in some detail in my book ~ 
Name ls Stjll Mudd. I realize that some of the Mudd advocates 
refuse to acknowledge this third meeting or the documentation 
that supports it, but the majority of assassination historians do. 

George Atzerodt did not flee to Western Maryland. He fled to 
Montgomery County which is geographically in Southern 
Maryland. Western Maryland is a specific location lo the north
west or Montgomery County. This error also occurs in the litera
ture and keeps getting repeated. 

Atzerodt's confession or "lost confession,• which was dis
covered by Joan Chaconas, is owned by Floyd Risvold and not 
the family or W E. Doster. It was sold to Risvold many years ago. 

A last point, Booth never rented a room at the H Street 
boarding house of Mary Surratt. He often met wiU1 other con
spirators there, but he was never a boarder. 

Keep up the good work. I enjoy The Rail Splitter. 

Ed Steers 
Berkeley Springs, VA 
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Dear Rail Splitter: 

I enjoyed your July '99 issue of The Rail Splitter. but I would like 
to comment on two things. Flrst, on page 3. regarding the known 
artifacts or George Atzerodt. the manuscript confession/statement 
given by him to Provost Marshall McPhall on May l, 1865, is no 
longer owned by the Doster descendants. Floyd Risvold bought it 
in a private sale in the early I 980's, about three years after I dis
covered it in Doster's papers in Goshen, Connecticut. 

Second - I am not the director of the Surratt House 
Museum. That honor goes to Laurie Verge. She has been director 
here for sixteen years and has done a masterful job. My title is 
program assistant. I am part-time and have not been on the pay
roll since 1988. Laurie and I have been with the museum since 
1975 and held many volw1teer positions before she became 
director and I became her assistant. 

Joan Chaconas 
Surratt House Museum, Clinton, MD 

+ 
Dear Rail Splitter: 

Thanks for running Dan Pierson's superb review of Lloyd 
Ostendorf's Ljncoln's Photographs in your line July issue. Dan's 
lengthy review was articulate and informative, with excellent 
coverage of the controversy surrounding this book and Its fail
ure to credit Charles Hamilton. 

The only other review of this title I've read appeared In the 
Chicago Tribune recently, and to my surprise the reviewer seemed 
completely unaware of the controversy. Keep up the great work. 

Bill Butts 
Galena, IL 

Dear Rail Splitter: 

+ 

The July 1999 issue of The Rail Splitter is superb, but one 
item requires clarification. A friend from my Washington days, 
Roy Licari, sent you a 1946 newspaper clipping identifying the 
New York journalist and art critic Royal Cortissoz as the author 
of the inscription at the Lincoln Memorial ("In This Temple As In 
The Hearts Of The People For Whom He Saved The Union The 
Memory or Abraham Lincoln Is Enshrined Forever"). 

Cortissoz did indeed pen these simple yet inspiring lines. 
However, the inscription reflects a purposeful omission of the 
issue of slavery from the Memorial. I recounted this untold story 
in an article entitled • A Marble House Divided: The Lincoln 
Memorial, the Civil Rights Movement, and the Politics of 
Memory, 1939-1963", published in the .lune 1993 issue of the 
scholarly Journal of American History. 

As Cortissoz explained in an April 6, 1919 letter to the 
Memorial's architect, Henry Bacon, "The Memorial must make a 
common ground for the meeting of the North and the South. By 
emphasizing his saving the Union you appeal to both sections. 
By saying nothing about slavery, you avoid the rubbing of old 
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sores." As many know, the columns and festoons of the 
Memorial symbolize the states of the Union. Even its location, 
directly across the Potomac from Robert E. Lee's mansion. pur
posefully symbolized the postwar reunion of North and South. 

Yet, Cortissoz's private candor reminds us of the irony that 
the monument to the Great Emancipator contains almost no ref
erences to slavery, beyond Lincoln's own Second Inaugural 
Address (glanced at, but unread by most visitors) and one of Jules 
Guerin's two murals (so high up that most visitors do not notice 
them, let alone discern their rather subtle, allegorical meaning). 

Historically, the time when the Memorial was designed and 
built (1909-1922) was one in which national politicians strove 
mightily to forget the Civil War had ever happened. Slavery was 
simply unmentionable at a time when one of President Woodrow 
Wilson's first official actions was to discharge all African
American federal employees. 

The Lincoln Memorial, for a!J its beauty, is quite literally a 
whitewashed version of history. ln all the memos, blueprints, 
committee reports, and correspondence produced by the design
ers and builders of the Lincoln Memorial, the word "emancipa
tion" appeared just one time - in a rejected design. Small wonder 
that today many African-Americans and other citizens neither 
revere Lincoln nor credit him with actually freeing any slaves. 

Of course, one of the great ironies is that protesters such as 
Martin Luther King and the great contralto Marian Anderson are 
forever associated with the Lincoln Memorial. To paraphrase 
Royal Cortissoz, they came along later and "rubbed old sores" to 
make America the kind of place that lives up to its ideals. Many 
Americans dislike protesters, but the simple fact is that they, not 
the designers, made the Lincoln Memorial into a symbol of free
dom and equality. 

Oddly enough, your July issue contains two visual depic
tions of the racial ironies of the Lincoln Memorial. On page 16, 
you reproduce the photograph of an African-American janitor 
swabbing out Lincoln's ear. Variations of this image appear annu
ally in national newspapers. On page 31, the striking 1922 pho
tograph of the Lincoln statue being assembled shows African
American workmen hoisting the heavy blocks of marble. 

Taken 75 years apart, these two photos suggest that the 
more things change. the more they remain tbe same. The images 
are part of a long iconographic genealogy. They are both varia
tions of the familiar visual stereotype of "the grateful Negro at 
Lincoln's feet" - the slave kneeling in gratitude before the 
benevolent emancipator. Any Lincoln collector has seen this 
image in dozens of postcards, calendars, magazine covers, stere
ographs, engravings, and in Thomas Bell's famous 1876 statue 
"Emancipation." 

It is not a descent into political correctness to point out that 
this is a racist image, when 135 years after the jubilee too many 
African-Americans remain in poorly paid, menial jobs. Thus, while 
I am all for people remembering the succinctly evasive Royal 
Cortissoz when they visit the Lincoln Memorial, we should also 
open our eyes and see the ironies that abound in the marble 
shrine itself and among the people who pass through it every day. 

Dr. Scott A. Sandage 
Pittsburgh, PA 

LINCOLN AND HIS CABINET 

Kim Bauer 

This carte-de-vlslte is in the possession ol the Henry Homer 
Lincoln Collection at the Illinois State Historical Library. It was 
re<:ently purchased in an auction where It was listed under the 
title of "Lincoln and his Cabinet." One look at this Image clearly 
indicates it is not President Abraham Llncoln's presidential 
Cabinet. Instead. this CDV is a prod- n----- -~------., 

uct of recurring attempts by vari
ous groups and causes to associate 
themselves with President Lincoln. 
In this case, the nine persons who 
surround Lincoln are bishops of the 
Method1st Episcopal Church North. 
The CDV was produced prior to 
1865 because the Methodist 
Episcopalian Church selected eight 
more bishops from its ranks In late 
1864. This carte was probably pro
duced to appeal to the continuing 
prosecution of the War by the 
North and to encourage those of 
the faith to maintain their support j,---••••••■i 
for President Lincoln in all his .. .....,......,.,. .. ,......,,~•~·~ 
efforts. It could also have been 
used for political effect In the election of 1864 with the bishops 
playing the part of endorsers of the President. It will be recalled 
that, on May 18, 1864, the President received a delegation of 
Methodist Episcopalian ministers from the General Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopalian Church and that this meeting 
evoked this response from Lincoln: 

Yet without this, it may fairly be said thaJ the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. not less devoted than the best is, by its greater 
numbers, the most important of all. It is no fault in the others that 
the Methodist Church sends more soldiers to the field. more nurses 
to the hospital, and more prayers to Heaven than any. God bless 
the Methodist Church - God bless all the churches - and blessed be 
God, Who, in this our great trial, giveth us the churches. 

This mutual respect between the Methodist Episcopalians 
and President Lincoln was to never become more evident than 
after Lincoln's assassination. It was Bishop Matthew Simpson 
who delivered the final funeral address at the burial of the 
President at Oak Ridge Cemetery in Springfield, Illinois. P-

[.Edil2r: There were several responses to our contest In the last 
Rail Splitter calling on readers to Identify the individuals in Kim's 
carte. The one submitted by Seward Osborne of New York was 
the only correct one. Seward identified the New York Methodist 
clergymen. He also pointed out to us that Bishop Ames led the 
Method1st delegation that visited with Lincoln on May 18, 1864 
which prompted the famous "Letter to the Methodists." (Jve 
referred to this famous document In a recent In the Marketplace 
column when an upstate New York auctioneer sold a 19th-cen
tury facsimile as the original - the real letter resides In the 
Library of Congress). Congratulations Seward!] 
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anotber ~reat jf tnb! Speaking of the Gelke family (see: Public Worl<s, page three), 
they are apparently making a concerted effort to corner the mar
ket on Lincoln campaign banners! In addition to their acquisi

tion of the Fulton Wide-Awake banner pic

tTNION 

tured in this Journal two years ago, they 
recently purchased this wonderful textile. 
Brokered by Dan Weinberg ( who else?] of the 
Abraham Lincoln Book Shop - who also 
arranged for some m,ror restoratmn - this is a 
true piece of history ll measures an Incredible 
40 x 50" and is on Its original, wooden dowels. 
The banner was purportedly found In 1940 
tucked under the floor of a home in McNabb, 
Illinois It was stored ~tween the original 1843 
portion of the house and the 1873 addition. 
Until now, it remained with the family who 
owned the home. Wtiat makes this particular 
piece pnceless - m our humble estimation - is 
the fact that it dates from Lincoln's second run 
for office. Portrait flags and banners from 
1860 have been found - anything from 1864 
can be considered prohibitive. One would 
hope that should the 3elke's opt to ·stash" a 

ONE AND 

few pieces under some flooring themselves, 
they at least let someone know! 

In oar next journal, Rall Splltter Editor Martin Carlino aploru how the "Northern Mlnlaten" 
addreaetl their eon,,.,adOIUl lollowlng Lincoln~ aaaalnatlon - and catalop tangible 

qmbol& of oar national grief- Uncoln moamlng Jewelry. 

The Rail Splitter -A---

Jonathan H. Mann - Publisher 
Donald L. Ackerman - Editor-in-Chief 

Editors 
Martin C. Carlino, Frank Douglass, Stuart K. Lutz, 
John Pfeifer, Peter R. Schwartz, 
Dr. Edmund 8. Sullivan, David 8. Yount 

The Rail Splitter is published four times a year 
with an annual subscription rate of $20.00. 

For information or subscription, please write to: 
The Rail Splitter. Post Office Dox 275, New York, NY 10044. 

Tel. 212-980-7031, FAX: 212-741-8756 
E-Mail: splltter@lnterport.net 

© 1999, The Rail Splitter 

All material In this publication, both text and graphic, I~ copyrighted 
and subJcct to this notice. Reprint permission !or articles and pho
tographs must be given by the Publisher. All editorial comments are 
to be considered only as opinions and are olfered without expreued 
guarantee as 10 accuracy. either slated or Implied II any date, llgure 
or !act contained herrln Is Inaccurate, we regret the error, but dis 
claim any liability for Its consequence 

The Rail Splitter 
Post Office Box 275 
New York, New York 10044 


	pg. 1.pdf
	pg. 2
	pg. 3
	pg. 4
	pg. 5
	pg. 6
	pg. 7
	pg. 8
	pg. 9
	pg. 10
	pg. 11
	pg. 12
	pg. 13
	pg. 14
	pg. 15
	pg. 16
	pg. 17
	pg. 18
	pg. 19
	pg. 20
	pg. 21
	pg. 22
	pg. 23
	pg. 24
	pg. 25
	pg. 26
	pg. 27
	pg. 28

