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Cassius Marcellus Clay: 
Kentucky Visionary or Villain? 

Robert Sterling 

F 
our years before Abraham Lincoln 
was nominated for President, he 
met, perhaps for the first time, a 
maverick politician from his birth 
state of Kentucky. That initial meet
ing with a man who was a child

hood playmate of his wife, Mary Todd, 
would debut a relationship mixed with 
gratification and tribuJation. The man 
was Cassius Marcellus Clay. 

Clay was born on October 19, 1810 in 
the master bedroom in Clermont Oater 
renamed White Hall), a picturesque man
sion newly constructed south of 
Lexington, Kentucky. He was the sixth
and last-<:hild of General Green and Sally 
Clay. "I saw but little of my father; he was 
nearly always absent, and when at home 
was engaged in business," recalled 
Cassius. His mother instilled a canon he 
wouJd abide by - that "truth was the basis 
of all moral character." 

Clay's formal education was received 
through attendance in the common 
schools, a brief stay at the Jesuit College 
of St. .Joseph, and a more serious effort at 
Transylvania College, the oldest universi
ty west of the Alleghenies. Political issues 
captivated him. His friends included 
Montgomery Blair, later to become 
Lincoln's Postmaster General, and Robert 
Wickliffe, Jr., whose father was an aggres
sive pro-slavery supporter whom, in a few 
years, Clay would attempt to annihilate 
politically and personally. Briefly, he lived 
with the Robert Todd family and counted 
13 year-old Mary as a close friend. 

Green Clay died of cancer in 1828 
and young Cassius' share of the entailed 
estate included 17 slaves (more would be 
inherited later), 2,200 acres of Bluegrass 
tobacco land, plus an undetermined por
tion of about 50,000 acres below the 
Tennessee River. He was now a very 
wealthy teenager. 

Clay's aristocratic status dictated that a 
more prestigiow; college would be in order. 
Provided with a letter of introduction, he met 

LINCOLN'S FmsT VISIT TO CIDCAGO: 

Lincoln's first sitting for a Chicago 
photographer - as a candidate for 
the Senate - October 27, 1854 

RECONSIDERING UIE EVIDENCE 

Timothy Bakken 

N
early eighty years have passed since that indefatiga
ble Lincoln researcher and author. the Rev. Dr. 
William E. Barton, published the "fact" that Abraham 
Lincoln flrsl visited the city of Chicago, Illinois ia July 
1847 when he attended the great River and Harbor 

Convention held there to promote the improvement of 
American waterways. Barton's first-visit assertion, based 
on a single - if seemingly unequivocal - newspaper squib, 
has proved to be an extremely hardy "fact", since reiterated 
by several generations or Lincoln biographers and writers. 

continued page 7 

President 
Andrew Jackson 
who, although a 
perennial political 
enemy of cousin 
Henry Clay, was 
"courteous, affable and 
agreeable as possible." He dined with 
Martin Van Buren, was introduced to 
John Q. Adams, became an acquaintance 
of Daniel Webster and, in all, enjoyed his 
years at Yale University. Attending a lec
ture given by the foremost abolitionist of 
the time, William L. Garrison, buttressed 
a decision he had already reached with 
his brother: the slaves musl be freed. As 
soon as legally permissible, Clay was 
committed to a plan of gradual emanci
pation. He was impressed with the per 
capita wealth of the New Englanders, liv
ing on inferior soil without slave produc
tivity. His life's work was now set: bring 
economic prosperity lo the Soulh by free
ing the slaves. But an uncompromising 
adherence to his anti-slavery principles 
would negate his political ambitions. 

continued page 3 

Two Broadsides 2 

Northern Ministers 10 

Our American Cousin 13 

In the Marketplace 14 

The Written Word 21 

Rail Splinters 24 

Letters to the Editor 26 



----------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER-----------------

A 
RtlUJ 

Tale ra,u. Eiiy,ille au liB[1111, 

of Two ... 

~ 
POLE R!ISING 
•n1:1t.-s. 
11l11JAJ Amil & tm 

............ __.,....,.__ ... .._~ .... .......... ....,_ .. ....,...........,_.. __ ... _ __, ___ ._.,_ .. 

•cmN Bi R~-
Oi lfllfflD.I 11 EfEfflG, 

Broadsides! OCTOBER 21 1884. 

eoir.iliini[y 
lctl1ter m.-. llG4. at T 1'd• 

CHAS. S. --- ill 
llLLT PII MCIUWI I 

CENWL~T .•• HITL 

F ew collections include multiple 
broadsides - least of all, two that 
match, both geographically and 
temporally. We are fortunate to 

p[cture such a pair that surfaced from dif
ferent sources this year. 

Political broadsides were issued for 
various purposes - some advertised the 
slate of presidential electors so voters 
could recognize the authorized electors. 
Others detailed important announce
ments regarding conventions to be con
vened for the purposes of selecting elec
tors or delegates to nominating conven
tions. Some broadsides reprinted the text 
o( important speeches, or refuted inflam
matory charges leveled against a candi
date in the heat of a campaign. The major
ity, though, served Lo invite partisans to 
attend mass rallies and celebrations. The 
interesting thing about such broadsides 
seems to be that most were issued in 
rural hamlets, as opposed to major urban 
centers. Broadsides from large cities are 
known, but remain in the definite minori
ty. Perhaps the means of communications 
were such that in large urban areas, 
broadsides were not considered the most 
efficient means to spread a message. 

In our story, the first broadside to 
appear was a 14 x 2 L ~ sheet on bright, 
canary-yellow paper, announcing a 
QMcClellan Rally and Pole Raising At 
Boston Comers ... October 21, 1864.~ The 

meeting was to be addressed by two 
speakers, J. M. Humphrey and Chas. S. 
Macomber, and the attendees were urged 
to "Rally for McClellan & Seymour." 
(Horatio Seymour was the Democratic 
Candidate for Governor of New York in 
1864 - defeated by Republican Reuben 
Fenton.) In doing research, we discov
ered that Boston Corners was a part of 
Massachusetts until 1857, when it was 
then incorporated into Columbia County, 
New York. It is currently a hamlet in the 
township of Ancram, New York. James 
Morgan Humphrey (1819-1899) was au 
attorney from Erie County, New York who 
served two years in the State Senate and 
two years as Erie County District 
Attorney. In 1864, he was a candidate for 
the United States Congress. Unlike 
McClellan and Seymour, Humphries was 
elected and served two consecutive 
terms in the House. To those unfamiliar 
with "pole raisings," we can't admit to 
having attended any, but believe they 
were communal events at which flag
poles, decorated with attached banners 
and patriotic decorations, were erected 
in prominent locales within a community. 

The second broadside, 20 x 28" on 
white paper, was found rolled-up in an 
attic and sold at an estate sale last 
month. It announces a meeting to be 
addressed by General T. M. Hite and Hon. 
Charles L. Beale at Washington Hall in 
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Rondout, New York on October 12, 1864. 
We have been unable to identify General 
Hite - but know that Charles Lewis Beale 
( 1824-1900) was born in Columbia 
County, practiced law in Kinderhook, and 
was elected as a Republican to the 
Thirty-sixth Congress (March 4, 1859-
March 3, 1861). This rally preceded lhe 
McClellan gathering by a mere oine days 
and was likewise held in Columbia 
County! Rondout, New York still exists as 
a small village near Kingston and New 
Paltz. This broadside invites "Union 
Electors of Rondout, Esopus, Eddyville, 
and Kingston, In favor of unconditionally 
sustaining the Government in a vigorous 
prosecution of the War until the 
Rebellion is finally suppressed to 
attend .. ." Dated October 10th, leaving but 
two days notice for possible guests to be 
notified, we suspect that this broadside 
represents a hastily-organized event to 
preempt the rally orchestrated by 
McClellan supporters just up the road! 

The woodcuts and general format 
and design of the broadsides are quite 
similar. Considering their rarity and 
ephemeral nature, it is remarkable that 
the two have been reunited within such a 
short time span. Issued just nine days 
apart and advertising political rallies 
within the same county, they've come full
circle, to return back home in New York! 
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Upon his graduation (he finished third in 
his class and delivered an address in 
commemoration of the Washington 
Centennial), he entered the political 
arena in Kentucky as a Whig. Twice elect
ed to the State House, he supported a 
law-that passed-barring new slaves from 
being brought into the state. His popular
ity, as weU as the non-importation law. 
soon ended. But opposition to slavery 
remained constant. During a speech, a 
detractor interrupted with a question, 
'Would you help a runaway slave?" He 
responded instantly- "That would depend 
on which way he was running." Enter the 
consummate agitator. 

The Increased Intensity of the slavery 
issue in Kentucky during the 1840-60 peri
od produced a degree of violence 
unknown in most of the country. The tur
bulence in the border states-John Brown 
in Maryland, western Virginia and Kansas, 
the political fights in Missouri, and the 
conflicts in Kentucky - was the precursor 
of a bloody civil war to foilow shortly. 

The emotional Cassius Clay was 
involved in a litany of furious encounters 
during the period. At nearby Russell's 
Cave a political gathering produced a 
confrontation between the rival Wickliffe 
supporters for a Congressional seat and 
the Whig candidate, Garret Davis. During 
WickJiife's speech the impatient Cassius 
chaile11ged the accuracy of several asser
tions made by the pro-slavery office
seeker. Anticipating another encounter 
with Clay-the two had fought an unpro
ductive duel earlier-Wickliffe sent to 
New Orleans for a professional duelist, 
Sam Brown, who boasted that he had 
fought in "40 fights and never lost a bat
! le." After an exchange between Brown 
and Clay calling each other liars, Brown, 
with a "six-barreled" pistol, approached 
Clay. As Clay drew his bowie knife, 
Brown, within an arm's length. fired. Clay 
tell the "shock of the ball just under the 
left rib" but unhesitatingly started to "cut 
away in good earnest" before Brown 
c·ould shoot again. He opened the skull to 
the brain, cut off an ear, and dug out an 
eye then picked up the hired assassin 
and threw him over a low wall into the 
dark waters of Russell's Cave. 

Miraculously, Clay's life was spared 
as Brown's bullet had struck the scab
bard of the bowie knife deflecting it and 
leaving only a bruise over the heart But 
the fire-eater was not spared i;l. charge of 

"mayhem" and a Fayette County court 
case followed. Cousin Henry Clay agreed 
to assist. io addition to Mrs. A. Lincoln's 
father, Robert S. Todd and her cousin 
Deputy Sheriff Walter Rodes. The evi
dence favored Cassius, but the jury was 
pro-slavery and only the idolized Henry 
Clay saved Cassius from probable execu
tion. For more than two hours H. Clay 
addressed the jury and even the pro-slav
ery Lexington Observer noticed that 
"there was a fire in his eye, elation in his 
countenance ... and the most complete 
confidence in the outcome of the trial." 
Clay's final few minutes may have saved 
his impetuous relative. He concluded 
with: "Standing as he did, without aiders 
or abettors, and without popular sympa
thy, with the fatal pistol of conspired 
murderers pointed at his heart, would 
you have had him meanly and cowardly 
fly? Or would you have had him do just 
what he did do-there stand in defense or 
there fall?" And, then, looking at Cassius, 
he concluded: "And. ii he had not. he 
would not have been worthy of the name 

White Hall State Shrine, the home of Cassius Clay, 
Richmond, Kentucky. 
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he bears!" After a brief deliberation, the 
jury voted, "Not Guilty." 

Apparently. dissatisfied with the 
methodology employed in his bowie knife 
performance at Russell's Cave, the pugna
cious Clay finally perfected his style and 
authored an essay on the "Technique of 
Bowie-Knife fighting." Unlike his amateur
ish maneuver against Sam Brown-cutting 
off an ear and digging out an eye--he 
instructed his reader to drive the knife -
with great force--"back of the left clavicle, 
thus severing the jugular. But you frequent
ly run into a very agile adversary who 
might thwart this early maneuver ... then 
you should (with great force) drive the 
knife to the hilt on a line with the navel-it 
has been my experience that this produces 
great shock-and it almost invariably puts 
an end to the encounter." 

Unable to obtain space in the local 
newspapers for his anti-slavery agenda, 
Clay determined to start his own paper. 
His object was to "change our State laws, 
so as. by a legal majority, to abolish slav
ery.'' After the first issue on June 3, 1845, 
a confrontation erupted. Clay had antici
pated it. He lined the doors of a sturdily
built brick building with sheet-iron; pur
chased two brass cannon; equipped his 
typesetters with guns and lances; built 
an escape trap-door to the roof for his 
workers; and, "I had placed a keg of pow
der which I would set off, and blow up 
the oflice and all my invaders." 

A Committee of 60 - Clay called it a 
''mob" - infested the building and 
destroyed the press. He was home, seri
ously ill with typhoid, and the 
Committee, with a court order, disman
tled the paper. Undaunted, Clay shipped 
the remaining equipment to Cincinnati, 
Ohio and resumed operation. After his 
return from lhe Mexican War, he sued 
and won a $2,500 judgment against James 
Clay, son of Henry, who was the 
Secretary of the Committee of 60. 

The irascible Clay joined the army 
because "my country calls for help, and 
'right or wrong' I rally to her standard." 
For years he had forecasted the coming 
war with Mexico initiated by the slave
owners. To him it was Polk's War. but no 
matter, it was his duty, once it was 
declared, to support his country. A com
pany was formed in Lexington and Clay, 
surprisingly, was unanimously elected 
Captain. Even Mason Brown. son of the 
deceased Sam Brown of the Russell's 
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1 "Yes, I always thought, .~ 
~ Mr. Clay, that the man 

who made the com 
,.. should eat the corn." 

While in New York he 
stopped by Charles 
Fredrick's studio to be 
photographed. Two 
years later, the same 
photographer would 
prepare a carte-de-vis

=-=~~----'--__.::~~=~~ lte of Clay and Llncoln-
Clay (bottom right) as one of the "Republican Candidates for Nomination in adversary, "Citizen~ 

186(]' from Harper's Weekly, May 1860. George Francis Train. 

Cave encounter, voted for Clay. lo 
Mexico, his cavalry unit was captured by 
a 3,000-rnan Mexican force after the 71 
Kentuckians attempted an Alamo-like 
stand. When forced to capitulate, the 
Mexican colonel ordered all to be shot. 
Instantly, Clay exclaimed, "Kill me-kill the 
officers; but spare the men-they are inno
cent." The Mexican officer compiled with 
the request to spare the men and, ulti
mately, abstained from shooting the offi
cers. Clay remembered later, "I was not 
slow in talking in my own defense." When 
Cassius returned home on December 11, 
1847 he received a hero's welcome. Sadly, 
he had just missed meeting Abraham 
Lincoln and Mary. Both had spent 
November visiting the Todds. 

His political crusade resumed after 
his return. He invited the abolitionist 
preacher, John C. Fee, to visit Madison 
County. Confident that Fee would assist 
in his project, he gave the minister 10 
acres about 20 miles south of White Hall 
and $200 cash. Fee fulfilled Clay's com
mitment and established Berea College to 
educate young people without regard to 
race, caste or sex. 

Anxious to expound his position to 
the delegates to the 1860 Republican 
Convention in Chicago, Clay continued to 
correspond with the leading candidates 
and to deliver compulsive, albeit. vitriolic 
speeches.Ha,per's Weekly's centerfold pic
tured eleven of the party's frontrunners 
with Clay included. In February both Clay 
and Lincoln had been invited to deliver 
addresses at the Cooper Union Institute. 
Their similar views went ba~k many years. 

Impressed 
with Lincoln's Cooper 

Union presentation, Clay soon declared 
his support for a candidate who "will 
unite the strength of our Union senti
ment." But his support for Lincoln cost 
him the Vice-Presidential nomination. 
Candidates from adjoining states are 
rarely teamed. Murat Halstead reported 
"At one time a thousand voices called out 
'Clay, Clay' to the convention." Although 
he received 101 votes of the 233 cast, 
Hannibal Hamlin was elected. Four times 
Lincoln wrote to Clay asking him to 
stump, especially in Indiana and Illinois. 
Both states went Republican, but, not 
surprisingly, Kentucky went to the more 
conservative John Bell. Soon after the 
election, Clay departed for Washington. 

As a reward for his indomitable cam
paigning, Clay's friends told him of his 
pending appointment as the Secretary of 
War. A promise to another Republican 
activist negated that position as it did the 
post of Minister to England. Said the testy 
Clay, "I saw the hand of Seward in all of 
my defeats." But after a conference with 
Senator Ed Baker, who had served in the 
Mexican War with Clay (and who would 
die in the Battle of Ball's BlufO, the two 
approached Lincoln with a proposal that 
Clay be appointed Minister to Russia. 
Lincoln unhesitatingly approved and 
Clay immediately prepared to go to St. 
Petersburg with his wife, five children 
(except son Green who had joined the 
Union Army). and a nurse. 

Any mission accepted by the oft
times querulous Cassius Clay could not 
be without contention. His animosity 
toward Seward who, he believed, had 
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prevented his appointment as Secretary 
of War now prompted him to correspond, 
in the main, with the President. He 
arrived in St. Petersburg in June, 1861 but 
would return home after one year. During 
his first stay he established a diplomatic 
and personal relationship with Czar 
Alexander II. The Czar's Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Prince Alexander 
Gortchacow, wrote. when Clay was 

An unpublished carte of Clay posed 
with George Francis Train, by 

Fredrick of New York. 

recalled, that he regretted to " ... witness 
the cessation of our personal associa
tions, of which I shall retain the liveliest 
remembrance." Clay's recall was caused 
after the failure of Cameron as the 
Secretary of War. Earlier, Clay had 
requested a military assignment in the 
field. Lincoln solved the puzzle by send
ing Cameron to St. Petersburg, who asked 
to be relieved alter only 10 days, and 
commissioning Clay a Major General. 

Clay's military rank did not change 
his unflinching fight against slavery. His 
battlefield weapons were the pen and 
podium. He told Lincoln how the Czar 
had freed 23,000,000 serfs and that the 
President should issue the Emancipation 
Proclamation. Lincoln was skeptical and 
his apprehension that the border states 
would be lost prevented immediate 
action. He told Clay to attend a session of 
the Kentucky legislature "and see how 
they stand." On August 27, 1862 Clay was 
asked to address the legislature and was 
well received. Less than a month later the 
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Union victory at Antietam gave 
Lincoln the needed confidence 
to release the Proclamation. 

The return of Cameron -
and Lincoln's support for 
Clay's second trip to St. 
Petersburg - made it a reality. 

ior marred his reputation at home, 
the friendship with the Russians 
made for a successful US-Russian 
alliance during his tenure. 

At home again, he 
remained active in politics, 
denouncing the radical 
Republican's military occupa

tion of the South and recon
struction policy. His brief stint in 

the Democratic Party, caused by 
his fondness for Greeley and 
rejection of Grant, bore fruit when 

know ... " In his Memojrs. he would always 
identify Launey as "my son." Only the ser
vants, Cassius and Launey remained in 
the huge 40-room mansion. Violence was 
not uncommon. The tempestuous Old 
General became convinced that Launey·s 
poor health was due to a servant poison
ing the young boy. After chasing the ser
vant off the grounds, Clay promptly killed 
the man upon his return. A jury found 
him acting in self-defense. Launey grew 
up at White Hall, attended local schools, 
ultimately receiving a Bachelor of 

But he had no new agenda. 
Lincoln's Proclamation had 
accomplished his lifetime goal 
and he propagated no new pur
pose. His life was on hold. He 
acknowledged that Lincoln's 
Proclamation was ''the culminat
ing act of my life's aspirations." 
Mary Jane, his wife, refused to 

Mary Jane. the first Greeley carried Kentucky. But, Science degree in Chemistry and. 
after marriage. moved to Anderson 

County, Kentucky before finally 
setlllng in Youngstown, Ohio 
where he died in 1933. 

Mrs. Clay. overall, he was neither suc-

return to Russia-remaining home and 
refurbishing White Hall. During the years 
to follow his idiosyncrasies intensified. 
With the exception of his interest in the 
purchase of Alaska, most of his diplomat
ic life was spent socializing. One scandal 
reached the American press and was dis
cussed in Congress. A certain prostitute, 
Mme. Chautems, charged Clay with vio
lating the innocence of her 14-year old 
daughter and attacking her "most brutal
ly" while she was sick in bed. AlthOugh 
the court threw the case out, Mme. 
Chautems sent a petition directly to 
Congress. The petition was not acted 
upon. Although his eccentric social behav-

cessful in regaining politi
cal stature nor placating an 
unhappy wife. Abstinence from 
political indulgence and the sur
facing of a past folly in Russia 
eliminated the two problems. 

The unexpected arrival of 
a fourteen-year old boy from 
Russia may have triggered the 
divorce in 1878 from Mary Jane, 
although there were other prob
lems. Clay never directly acknowl
edged that he was the father of lit
tle Launey, but put in his Memojrs 
that " ... To the secret of his parent

"Launey" Leonide 
Petroff Clay, the 

bastard son, 1878. 

But the capstone of all of 
the Lion's eccentricities 
occurred on November 14, 
1894 in the library of White 

Hall. An enthralled journalist 
from the Lexington newspaper, 

James Lane Allen, reported in 
deta.il what he had just wit
nessed. He wrote, "The scene was 
a touching one, never before and 
probably never again to be 
equaled in American life ... The cer

age I am the only living witness-I who 
have, of all men living, the best reason to 

emony began, and the man (Cassius, age 
84) who had fed thousands lo victory in a 
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crusade for human liberty, stood as meek
ly as a Ii/Ile child ... By his side stood that 
simple country girl (Dora Richardson, age 
15), as shy as a gazelle, knowing as little 
about the great world in which her venera
ble husband has played so conspicuous a 
part as the most untutored daughter of 
nature. The ceremony was very brief and, 
when it was over, the General gave her a 
vigorous kiss whid1 she bashfully but will
ingly returned. Some think the old General 
is crazy, but I do not think so. I do not even 
think he is in his second childhood. But if 
he is, I shall. here
after, have no fear 
of growing old." 

Shortly after 
the reporter depart
ed, a posse comitatus 
(committee of lhe 
people) arrived. The 
High Sheriff, Josiah P. 
Simmons and six 
heavily armed men 
approached the front 
door. Clay had antici
pated an unfavorable 
community reaction to his marriage. He 
had loaded a cannon he had purchased 
years earlier to guard the premises of the 
True American, and, naturally, his bowie 
knife was strapped on his belt and he 
held a pistol that Lincoln had given him 
in addition to a Winchester rifle. In a calm 
gentlemanly manner, he addressed the 
anxious posse. He told them that Dora 
could leave, if she so desired. But if she 
didn't want to go, they should depart 
immediately. An exchange of gunfire 
abruptly started. In Sheriff Simmons' 
report of the incident to Judge Chenault, 
he explained how two of his men were 
slightly injured and another missing. He 
further recommended that the next posse 
consist of " ... Captain Longmeyer ... with 
two light lield pieces he could divide his 
men and send some with the cannon 
around to the front of the house-but not 
too close-and the others around through 
the cornfield and up around the cabins 
and the spring house to the back porch. I 
think this might do it." But no further 
action was taken. 

The marriage lasted nearly three 
years and a divorce was amicably agreed 
to. Dora stayed on as a housekeeper with 
her new husband, Riley Brock, as a ten
ant farmer. However, Clay took exception 
to Riley's treatment of Dora and ordered 
him to leave. Dora remained briefly but 

left to live with friends. One night Riley 
and two of his friends returned to avenge 
the mistreatment from Clay. A fight 
ensued and when a rescue party arrived
a servant boy galloped to Richmond for 
help-they found Clay sitting before the 
library fireplace. Although he had several 
body wour1ds, he was only slightly 
injured. They found two of the young men 
dead; one in the library or a pistol wound, 
the other in back of the spring house of 

r - fatal injuries inflicted by a 
' bowie knife wound 

1 
near the navel. 

Loneliness set in 
/ again. He put an ad in 

a New York paper stat
ing, ''I seek a compan
ion, and prefer one 

over 40 years old, but 
all ages allowed." He 
received thousands of 
responses, and with an 

A photograph of Cassius Clay - on his sec
ond wedding day- together with Dora 

Richardson, his fifteen-year old child bride. 

ego appeased, he did not answer. 
Although slightly injured, the Old Lion 

of White Hall never fully recovered from 
this, his last encounter. On July 22, 1903, 
amid a violent storm in central Kentucky, 
the 92 year-old Cassius, with his son Brutus 
and grandson Green at his side, dled. 

(P.S. Yes, sports fans, Lhere is a con
nection. One of the many slaves freed by 
Clay long before the Civil War, took Clay's 
lull nan1e and moved to Louisville. And his 
great-grandson, years later, received the 
same name until, for religious reasons, he 
changed it to Muhammad Ali). i=;,-... 
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The Whereabouts of Clay's 
Papers ... A Mystery! 

Letters and documents signed by Clay 
rarely appear at auction. In spite of this, 
the average price remains reasonable ... 
only a few hundred dollars. Bob Sterling's 
article had us wondering ... where exactly 
are Clay's papers housed? And... more 
important... what about the nagging ques
tions surrounding Lhe whereabouts (or 
existence) of the second volume of his 
Memoirs? Cassius Clay began writing his 
autobiography indicating tl1at the work 
would em:ompass two volumes. However, 
only one volume was completed prior to 
his death. The manuscript for the second 
volume, even any working notes, if they 
ever e,dsted. have never come to light. 

As to the location of any extent papers. 
The Library of Congress only possess sev
enty-three objects in its collection which 
include printed ephemera (imprints, 
speeches, etc.). The Filson Club, a private 
club that owns the largest repository of 
Kentuckiana, has only sixty-nine items relat
ed to Clay. The State of Kentucky's com
bined I listorical Society and State Archive 
possesses only a few letters - mostly deal
ing with abolition and Russia. 

The State's collection was started in 
1836, but remained dormant for close to fifty 
years. It wa'i then resurrected through the 
efforts of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution and the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy. (Interestingly enough, it was 
not until this past year that the State's collec
tion included a single specimen representing 
Abraham Lincoln - a docwnent signed by 
both the Governor and Lt. Governor of 
Kentucky urging a military promotion which, 
surprisingly, Lincoln did not approve! The 
archive does own a few Thomas Lincoln 
pieces. mostly related to property in 
Kentucky.) By far the most complete-as it is 
- archive of Clay's papers can be found at 
The University of Kentucky: four standard 
archive boxes of material dealing with sever
al generations and members of the family. 
These came directly from the family and 
encompass the period 1827-1901. 

Was there a bias towards Clay that 
worked against Lhe preservation of his papers 
and legacy? Or, are the bulk secreted away in 
unknown location, pending their ultimate dis
covery? We know that a fire destroyed some 
early material, but... we suspect that more 
remains to be discovered ... including the lost 
second volume to his Memoirs! 
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Lincoln in Chicago, cont. 

Claims existed, however, for two earlier Lincoln visits to 
Chicago. Barton mentioned and dismissed both of them in his 
1922 address before the Chicago Historical Society, "The 
Influence of Chicago Upon Abraham Lincoln". One of the claims, 
probably rightly dismissed, has never garnered serious support 
due to its hearsay origin and inherently shaky nature. resting as 
it does upon the conjectural itinerary of a trip Lincoln suppos
edly made to Wisconsin in 1835 or 1836. But the other claim -
that Lincoln visited the city in 1844 - stands upon the very sub
stantial eyewitness testimony of Henry W. Blodgett. a highly 
respected federal judge who was well known In his own day but 
nearly forgotten in ours. Indeed, unfamiliarity with Blodgett's 
name and reputation may have factored into Barton's dismissal 
of his recollection as faulty memory. 

Henry William Blodgett was born in Amherst, Massachusetts 
in 1821. His father, Israel. was a blacksmith and one-lime overseer 
of barrel welding at the Harper's Ferry, (West) Virginia arsenal, a 
job from which he was dismissed for helping a hired slave escape. 
The family moved to Illinois In 1831 and settled in what is now the 
town of Downers Grove, where their house supposedly became a 
stop on lhe Underground Railroad (the much-remodeled house, or 
rather houses - the single original having been divided in two 
many years ago - still stand). 

Young Henry assisted his father in forge and field until ill
ness permanently lamed him in the winter of 1837-38. Since his 
disability was severe enough to rule out any future as a farmer 
or blacksmith. 1 lenry was sent back to Amherst for a year of 
higher education. after which he returned to Illinois and worked 
as a teacher, surveyor, and secretary of the local temperance 
society. Moving to Chicago to take up the law In the autumn of 
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1843, Blodgett became a student and clerk in the offices of 
Jonathan Young Scammon and Norman B. Judd, two of lhe best
known attorneys in the city. Admitted to the bar in the winter of 
1844, Blodgett chose to establish his own practice In the Lake 
County town of Little Fort (present-day Waukegan) where he 
arrived on Feb. 12, 1845 - Lincoln's birthday - armed with a 
small miscellany of law books, including four volumes of Illinois 
Supreme Court reports which had been compiled by Scammon. 
one with considerable assistance from Blodgett himself. 

Aside from practicing law. Blodgett dabbled for a while In 
politics and was, in U1e words of the pjcUonary of Amerjcan 
Biography. "constantly in the front line of anti-slavery agitation 
In the decade before the Civil War." ln 1848 he was a delegate to 
the Free-Soil Democratic convention at Buffalo, New York, which 
nominated Martin Van Buren for the Presidency, and in 
November 1852 was chosen for the Illinois House of 
Representatives, being the very first man in the state elected on 
the Free-Soil party platform. Subsequently Blodgett helped orga
nize the Republican party in Illinois and sat in the State Senate 
sessions of 1859 and 1861. the latter called to deal with lhe out
break of the Civil War. 

Blodgett's life thereafter was devoted to law and railroading. 
He was an original promoter, company attorney, director and 
President of the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad and a "truly 
distinguished lawyer." a master of common, equity, criminal, 
patent, bankruptcy and especially admiralty law. The latter, in 
conjunction with his railroad Interests, probably explains his 
attendance at the famous Rock Island Bridge trial, In which 
Lincoln argued that railroads had as much right to cross over 
rivers as boats had to go up and down them (Blodgett's rare eye--



---------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

Chicago as it appeared in 1845. From J. Wellington Norris' City Directory tor that year. 

witness description of the trial can be found in Ida Tarbell's~ 
of Lincoln). In 1869 President Ulysses S. Grant appointed Blodgett 
federal Judge for the Northern District of Illinois. and as such he 
heard the notorious Whiskey Ring cases of 1876. In 1891 he was 
named to the Circuit Court of Appeals but soon resigned In order 
to serve as a counselor for the United States in the arbitration 
which settled Bering Sea sealing disputes with Great Britain. 
Afterward, Blodgett retired to Waukegan, where he died in 1905. 

Sometime in his later years the Judge wrote down a series of 
recollections which were privately published in 1906 as 
Autobiography of 1-lenry W. Blodgett. Circulation of the book 
seems to have been quite severely restricted, so much so that it 
is a rarity today. Both its rarity and the tenor of the work itself 
suggest that it was written for family and friends and only inci
dentally, ii at all, for public consumption. The book is l!lOt listed 
in Jay Monaghan's Lincoln bibliography, which contains numer
ous titles of less substantial value. Largely devoted to his pio
neering youth and family, the Black Hawk War and the Civil War, 
Blodgett's Autobiography is not an exhaustive story of his Lile. 
It makes no mention, for example, of the Rock Island Bridge case 
nor. indeed, of any contacts he had with Lincoln other than his 
first: the one which he said took place in Chicago in 1844. 

Judge Blodgett's account of that meeting occurs in the 
Autobiography when he describes his mentor, Jonathan Young 
Scammon, as "a very active Whig, and ... chairman, if I remember 
aright, of the State Central Committee of the Whig Party at that 
time. In the early part of June, 1844, just as the presidential cam
paign of that year was beginning to warm up, l was at work one 
morning before going to my breakfast, sweeping the offJce, dust
ing the furniture, etc., as law students were expected to do in 
those days, when the door opened and the tall, gaunt figure of a 
man stepped in and stood with one hand on each door jamb. He 
called out to me, 'Is Scammon in?' I ... said, 'No, sir, Mr. Scammon 
is not in; he doesn't get in as early as this.' 'Well, what time will 
he be in?' he asked. I said 'About nine o'clock,' and I went on with 
my dusting, and the gentleman sat down. He finally said, 'Are you 
studying law?' I replied that I was doing the best I coutd in that 
way ... " Blodgett recounts that as he left for breaklast he invited 
the stranger to stay, but the man said "If Scammon comes in 
before I get back, say to him that Lincoln called and will call 
again later." Soon afterward Blodgett returned to the office and 
so did Lincoln, who said "he had ridden in the stage coach all 
night and didn't much like walking about. He took a seat near 
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where I was reading a law book, and after a while addressed me 
by saying: 'Well, my young friend, I suppose you intend to vote 
for Clay this fall?' to which I replied in substance that I did 
not..[T]hat I was an Abolitionist, and Mr. Clay was a slave-owner 
and a supporter of slavery. Mr. Lincoln replied that he was himself 
opposed to slavery, but didn't see how the Abolitionists could 
reach it in the slave states. My answer was that we could abolish 
the inter-state slave trade, and could also abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 'Well,' said he, ·you may do that if you get 
into power, but that will be very little toward getting rid of slavery 
in the states.' 1 answered that at any rate I could wash my hands 
of the crime, and that was worth something to the conscience. 
Soon after Mr. Scammon came in and our talk stopped.h Blodgett 
remarks that this was his very first meeting with Abraham Lincoln 
and that "although we disagreed at that time, he was always after 
my sincere and earnest Criend, and in about fifteen years he stood 
upon the same ground that I did in regard to slavery ... " 

In summarizing this tale for his 1922 address, Dr. Barton 
acknowledged that Blodgett was a "truthful...witness" but never
theless dismissed his recollection because "it seems strange that 
there should be no concurrent testimony; and memory plays 
unaccountable tricks with even truthful men." Proceeding to dis
cuss the 1847 River and Harbor Convention, Barton claimed with 
evident pride that no Lincoln biographer before himself had dis
covered that event and noted that "Chicago papers, truthful then 
as always" had stated that the convention was the occasion of 
Lincoln's first visit to the city. This specifically alluded to an item 
which appeared in the Chicago Daily Journal of 6 July 1847: 
"Abraham Lincoln, the only Whig representative lo congress from 
this state, we are happy to see in attendance ... This is his first 
visit to the commercial emporium of the state, and we have no 
doubt his first visit will impress him more deeply, if possible, with 
the importance ... of River-and-Harbor improvements ... " 

Thus, we are left with conflicting accounts: one bearing the 
imprimatur of contemporaneity, the other backed by detailed 
eyewitness testimony from a man frequently described in bio
graphical sketches as conscientious, honest and possessed of an 
"encyclopedic memory". Whi.le little fruitful analysis can be made 
of the bald Chicago Daily Journal statement, Blodgett's claim can 
be assessed in terms of who Scammon was, why Lincoln might 
have come to visit him, and whether Lincoln's known travels 
allow for a trip to Chicago at about the time Blodgett claimed. 

Jonathan Young Scammon was born in Maine in 1812 and, 
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like Blodgett, sufiered a disability (the loss of two fingers on his coach from Peru to Chicago. Connections were closely sched-
left hand) which unfitted him for farm life. After a year at uled, so that the trip would have been nearly continuous, which 
Waterville (now Colby) College, Scammon studied law. was itself lends verisimilitude to Blodgett's recollection that Lincoln 
admitted to the bar in 1835, and promptly came to Chicago. complained of having ridden in a stage all night. 
Serendipitously offered the post of deputy clerk of the circuit Just as Barton advanced no real argument agalnst Blodgett's 
court he rose rapidly, soon becoming an attorney for the State story, he advanced no argument for tJ1eJournal statement other 
Bank of JUinois and in 1839 garnering the substantial position of than his throwaway flattery that Chicago newspapers were 
Reporter of the Illinois Supreme Court, which he held for some always truthful (begging acknowledgement of the possibility that 
five years. During that time he compiled four volumes of~ lhey could simply be mistaken). While memory does indeed play 
of Cases Argued and Determined in "unaccountable tricks~ on men, 
the Supreme Court of,,.Ulinois,.. r--..0 .. 0~11 .... ,.,"".,"'a""_1,"'c ... in .... g,.,. ........ ...-,;:rn;,..-,rrnim:-c,,...rn,:;:--<-o.::,a=r==n-q,..,.......,rJ1 Barton might well have noted 
(184(H4). A bit of the third volume that unaccountable tricks - not 
and much of the fourth were fin- BOA.nn, 1A1-1 & lJI.ODGETT, only of memory, but of hearing, 

A.uomeys nt Law, ond Sc:lici1c,rs ii, C.ltanePn, Liu!,• Fm·t, LSlke 
ished with the assistance of cou111y, Illinoii. Will ouend 10 1111y proft-s,ional business the pen, the editor and the type-
Scammon's law clerk and student, "ltieh ma)' ,~ e111rus1c.>d re, their cliarg.e, in thti councies uf setter - bedevil journalism, and 
"Harry" Blodgett. In addition to Lake antl McHc.>nry. Office, in Marsh's buildins. 45 that in any case there are many 

,vm, /\. Bn11rclm:1n. n. w. Illotlgett. 
these endeavors. Scammon had reasons, from the innocent to 
broad civic, business and philan- Blodgetrs legal ad from the Little Fort Porucpine, August 11. 1846. the sinister, for simple mendac-
thropic interests, encompassing ity, Barton's comment that 
education, newspapering, banking, insurance, and railroads. He there was no "concurrent testimony" for an 1844 visit fails to sug-
was an officer and/or benefactor of many Chicago institutions gest why there should have been. In 1844 Lincoln was just one 
including its university, historical society, academy of sciences, kernel an1ongst the abundant crop of Whig lawyer-politicos, one 
homeopathic hospital, astronomy society and even its "Old who no longer possessed even the small dignity of sitting in the 
Ladies' Home.'' Robert Todd Lincoln apprenticed in his office state assembly; besides which such a visit would have been at 
after the Civil War and became a partner of his son, Charles T. the very beginning of his Chicago contacts, the bulk and impor-
Scammon. Originally a Whig and later a Republican, J, Young tance of which, as Barton admitted, came considerably later in 
Scammon - as he usually wrote his name -was a delegate to the Lincoln's life. In 1847, by contrast, Lincoln was not only a dele-
Republican national conventions of 1864 and 1872, a Chicago gate to the great River and Harbor Convention but the only Whig 
city alderman, and a state representative in 1861, the same year Congressman-elect from the state, apparently the primary fact 
that Blodgett served in the state senate. which prompted the Chicago Journal to take notice of him (iron-

Scammon's friendship with Abraham Lincoln doubtless ically, we should note, the Journal had been founded by none 
commenced at least as early as his services to the state bank or other than J. Young Scammon). 
Supreme Court took him down to Springfield, Lhe state capital. That both Blodgett and his 1844 Lincoln encounter have 
By 1840 Scammon was engaged in lawsuits with Lincoln either as been given short shrift is likely due to several factors: that he 
associate or opposing counsel and he figured as plaintiff in never played a major pol.itical or legal role vis-a-vis Lincoln, 
Lincoln's first recorded state supreme court appearance, seems never to have been a self-promoting office-seeker, and 
Scammon v. Cline. a suit over a small promissory note which was secured his greatest fame in the relatively unnoticed realm of 
brought to the December 1840 term on appeal from Boone jurisprudence (and that after Lincoln was dead), To these must 
County. Like Lincoln, Scammon attended the River and Harbor be added an apparently formidable reticence and sense of priva-
Convention of 1847. He ran for Congress in 1848 and that cy, Blodgett's autobiography, for example, surely could have 
October spoke at lhe courthouse in Peoria, alongside Lincoln, in been packed with much more incident and had it been published 
favor of Whig presidential candidate Zachary Taylor. while he was alive his Lincoln story, in particular. could have 

As to whal might have brought Lincoln lo see Scammon in been thoroughly cross-examined. Yet another reason for 
June 1844, the obvious and overwhelming likelihood is politics. Blodgelt's low profile Is the absence of a substantial documen-
Both Scammon and Lincoln attended the Whig state convention tary record for his early life. As he explained in an 1891 letter to 
held at Peoria that month and were members -with Lincoln the an autograph collector. "all my .. .letters from Lincoln, Grant & 
chairman - of a committee on resolutions, which reported in Sherman have been exhausted long ago ... [A]U my letters prior 
favor of Henry Clay as the party's candidate. The resolutions to Oct. 8, 1871 were burned in the great fire in this city of Oct. 8 
endorsing Clay were adopted by the convention on June 19th. & 9 of that year ... • (he also confessed that it was his habit to 
What seems very probable is that Lincoln came to Chicago throw into the wastebasket any letters which seemed too 
immediately before or immediately after the convention to dis- ephemeral to preserve). 
cuss campaign matters with Scammon. There are various June To disbelieve Blodgett as Barton so casually did (and as oth-
1844 lacunae in Lincoln Day by Day into which such a visit could ers have done since, most of them doubtless at second hand 
have fit, including a period of several days immediately following without even reading Blodgett's own words) requires Blodgett to 
the Peoria convention. Should Blodgett have been some days or have somehow been mistaken about any of a numbe.r of things: 
weeks off in dating his encounter, it is worth noting that Lincoln the year, where he was living, whom he was working for, what his 
came at least as far north as Peoria in both early April and late duties were, and for that matter, his very identification of 
May 1844. Travel from Peoria to Chicago would have taken about Abraham Lincoln. In point of fact Blodgett's reminiscence is so 
40 hours, going by riverboat from Peoria to Peru and by stage- circumstantial that there is no other period in his life into whkh 
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it could have fit: Clay was a regular presidential 
nominee only in 1832 and 1844 and Blodgett only 
resided in Chicago and worked for Scammon for a 
closely defined period ending in February 1845. 
These are precisely the facts which speak for the 

Blodgett - a sketch portrait from 
his obituary in the Downers Grove 

Reporter, February 18. 1905. 

accuracy of 
Blodgett's memory. 
Although he didn't 
remark it, their 
meeting must have 
been especially 
memorable 
because the six-
foot-four Lincoln 
towered over 
Blodgett, who in his 
own words was "not 
over five feet six". 

Why would 
Barton have taken 
the 1847 Journal 
statement as 
gospel? Perhaps 
his pride in being 
the first Lincoln 

biographer to publicize the River and Harbor 
Convention led him, consciously or unconsciously, 
to further inflate that honor by embracing the inci
dental claim that lhe convention was the occasion 
of Lincoln's first visit to Chicago. Certainly, as a 
seasoned historian, he should have known that 
newspaper reports must always be used with cau
tion. The almost offhand Journal statement is itself 
uncorroborated, unattributed, and based on an 
unknown source. Does It deserve preference over 
positive testimony from a personal acquaintance of 
Abraham Lincoln, testimony which is detailed and 
withal modest? Blodgett's account bears no marks 
of being written for publicity, to inflate his place 
(or, indeed, to give himself any place) in the 
Lincoln story, and although it does touch upon U1e 
hot topic of slavery he is not one of those who 
demands a sort of prescient credit for inspiring the 
Emancipation Proclamation. Nor was he address
ing the question of when Lincoln first visited 
Chicago; that question only arose after Blodgett 
was dead. 

While the old Scots judgment "not proven" 
applies to both the Journal squib and Blodgett's 
reminiscence, if the latter's character and probity 
are counted against an anonymous newspaper 
mention, there seems to be little good reason to 
doubt Judge Henry W. Blodgett. or to doubt that 
Abraham Lincoln saw the city of Chicago at least as 
early as 1844. ·'F--

THE NORTHERN MINISTERS WHO INTERPRETED 

THE LINCOLN ASSASSINATION -

COLLECTING THE FACES BEHIND THE SERMONS! 

F 
Martin C. Carlino 

ollowing the tragic assassination of Abraham Lincoln, the whirlwind of 
vengeance toward the South blanketed the North. Nowhere was the cry for 
vengeance greater than among the Northern ministers. In many cases, 
these members of the clergy expressed greater vindictiveness than their 

parishioners or even the Radial Republicans. There were a few ministers who 
called for tolerance and understanding, while many espoused retaliation. All 
found the need, however, to couch these events in some greater context -
explaining the assassination to their parishioners while defining the hereafter. 

J have assembled from my collection photographs and sermons of the 
"'movers & shake.rs" among the Northern clergy. These ministers represent a 
diversity of opinions, and offer their own, unique explanations on lhe assassi
nation of Lincoln. It is beyond the scope of this article to discuss every Northern 
mlnister and their sermons - but some of the more interesting will be reviewed. 

As with most living in large, metropolitan areas, on April 15, 1865, the 
Northern ministers first learned of Lincoln's assassination. With their Easter 
sermons already written, the ministers painfully transformed them into eulo
gies. They were "shocked beyond measure" laboring to craft the appropriate 
sentiments. The majority of the funeral sermons (over 340) were written 
between April 16th. Easter Sunday, and June 1st, the national "Day of 
Humiliation," the day set aside to both ceremoniously conclude the mourning 
period for Abraham Lincoln, and offer a prayer for President Andrew Johnson. 
Episcopalian. Methodist, and Presbyterian ministers wrote the preponderance 
of the funeral sermons. Due to official religious policy, the majority of Catholic. 
Jewish, and Quaker ministers stood silent during this period refusing to partic
ipate in the «political imbroglio". 

The Executive Committee of the U.S. Christian Commission issued a reso
lution in Philadelphia on April 15th. A carte by F. Gutekunst of Philadelphia. 
depicts a framed copy of lhat resolution - calling on members to attend the 
funeral of Abraham Lincoln. In this resolution, the Chairman, Rev. G.H. Stuard, 
mournfully recalls the "Critical Interview" he and 300 members of The U.S. 
Christian Commission had with President Lincoln on January 27, 1865. 
Following Rev. G.H. Stuard's "Critical Interview" with Lincoln in the East Room 
of the Executive Mansion, "Lincoln closed with a prayer to Gort in whose hands 
he then said that he, himself was but an instrument." 

Beginning on Easter Sunday, the mlnisters' "lips were touched with fire." 
Churches were filled to capacity, in part reflecting the fact that the U.S. was in 
the throngs of a religious revival. The clergy had extraordinary influence over 
lhe crowds, and Lhe multitudes were seeking answers for such a calamity. 
Reverend Morgan Dix, Rector of Trinity Church in New York City, on April 19 at 
12 o'clock meridian (The National Government Day of Mourning), delivered his 
sermon at St. Paul's (Episcopal) Chapel. New York generated 83 sermons. a 
quarter of all those written. With profound "grief, astonishment and indignation 
in his heart," Dix declared in his sermon that: " ... Regarding in its cause and in its 
manner of manifestation, it stands beyond comparison its awful grandeur ... A sin 
against which Christian civilization cries out." Dix interpreted that the assassi
nation was a natural result of the social conditions of Southern slavery. He 
explained to the congregation that Booth was a mere tool of lhe South and slav
ery. Reverend Dix demanded that the South "say loudly and clearly that they 
adored the deed - and ask forgiveness of God." Dix opined that from this dark 
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period in history, the sun would shine 
again: "Alas! That rain was the rain of his 
own blood of his active brain, of his gen
erous heart; but there is already a great 
and clear shining upon the earth where 
that red shower fell; and, while the lights 
of martyrdom and sacrifice shall contin
ue to shine, they will rest on that venera
ble place, and glow there, like sacred 
fires, from generation to generation." The 
outcry for harsh punishment resonated 
throughout St. Paul's Chapel. 

Henry Ward Beecher, one of the 
most popular ministers in America, was 
appointed to deliver the oration at the 
raising of the Stars and Stripes over Fort 
Sumter on the fourth anniversary of its 
surrender to Confederate forces. This 
appointment, made by Lincoln on Friday 
April 14th, was to be one of his last acts. 
Beecher was informed of the tragic news 

voice, superb eloquence, and pic
turesque imagery, the "Shakespeare of 
the Pulpit" delivered his sermon "The 
Effect of the Death of Lincoln" on April 
23rd at the Plymouth Church. "The blow 
brought not a sharp pang. It was so terri
ble that at Hrst it stunned sensibility. 
Citizens were like men awakened at mid
night by an earthquake and bewildered 
to find everything that they were accus
tomed to trust wavering and falling. The 
very earth was no longer solid ... Every 
virtuous household in the land felt as if 
its firstborn was gone... Men were 
bereaved and walked for days as U a 
corpse lay unburied in their dwelling .. ." 
The preacher then addressed the good 
that might rise lrom the horrible deed: 
" ... Men would dispose of slavery and 
embrace liberty. Men will receive a new 
impulse of patriotism for his sake and be 

The Bishop told his parishioners that 
Lincoln was "providentially" taken 
because the people were beginning to idol
ize him: "We knew not how much we loved 
him until he was gone ... This fact alone 
shows us that there was danger of him 
occupying too great a space in our hearts." 
Vengeance was on Hopkins's mind when 
he voiced: "The assassination might have 
been prevented il captured Confederates 
(Jeff Davis was not yet among them) had 
been hung as high as Haman, in the streets 
of Washington." As part of Reconstruction, 
Hopkins called for the death penalty. 

A rival of Henry Ward Beecher in 
Brooklyn was Pastor Theodore L Cuyler of 
the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church. 
Cuyler, a friend and supporter of Lincoln, 
delivered his sermon "Our Martyr 
President" on April 23rd. The pastor told his 
congregation that due to extreme grief, he 

Reverend Dix: "Sin against 
which Christian civilization 

cries o/Jl." 

Henry Ward Beecher: "Men 
will receive a new impulse of 

patriotism for his sake. • 

Bishop Hopkins: "We knew not 
how much we loved him until 

he was gone." 

Cuyler: "He never made any 
public confession of his faith In 

the Redeemer. This I regret 
from my Inmost heart." 

was unable to articu
late his emotions: "Did 
Lincoln die too soon? ... 
For us and the world 
he did." Cuyler went 
on to compare 
Lincoln's death with 
that of the martyred 
16th-century Dutch 
hero, William I, Prince 
of Orange. The com
parison between 
Lincoln and William 
(the Silent) was 
echoed first by the 
New York Legislature 
on April 15th, soon 
thereafter echoed in 
sermons as far away as 
Rhode Island. Cuyler 
suggested that, to a 
certain extent, the 

the following day, after the joyous cele
bration in South Carolina. Following the 
assassination, Beecher, of the famous 
Plymouth Church in Brooklyn (the first 
choice of venue for a speaking engage
ment in 1860 that was relocated to acco
modate a larger audience - and is now 
known as Lincoln's "Copper Union 
Address") was one of the few ministers 
who called for leniency and tolerance 
toward the South. With the majority of 
Northern ministers preaching vengeance, 
Beecher did not represent the popular 
view. This was a first for Beecher who 
had always been but a "barometer" of 
public opinion. With Beecher's forceful 

more faithful to the country for which he 
has perished ... The government would be 
stronger." Beecher, who believed that 
slavery was the cause of Lincoln's death, 
was one of the first ministers to elevate 
Lincoln into martyrdom when he intoned: 
"As long as this nation lasts, it will never 
be forgotten that we have had one mar
tyred President-never. And now the mar
tyr is moving in triumphal march." 

In Bloomington, Indiana at the First 
Presbyterian Church, Bishop Thomas M. 
Hopkins delivered one of six diiferent ser
mons published In lndiana. His, entilled 
"A Discourse on the Death of Abraham 
Lincoln," was delivered on April 19th. 
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cause of the assassination was the fact that 
Lincoln did not confess his love of God: 
"What was the degree of our President's 
heart-faith in Jesus Christ is known only by 
the Omniscient. He never made any public 
confession of his faith in the Redeemer ... 
This I regret from my inmost heart." Cuyler 
blamed the South for Lincoln's death pro
nouncing "In Booth, a butcher was incarnat
ed the diabolical spirit of Southern slavery." 

On April 23, 1865, the renowned 
Episcopalian minister, Phillips Brooks of 
the Holy Trinity Church in Philadelphia, 
eloquently delivered his sermon "The 
Life and Death of Abraham Lincoln." This 
was but one of fifty-one different sermons 
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published in Pennsylvania. As Brooks 
delivered his sermon, Lincoln's body lay 
in state in the East Wing of Independence 
Hall. Rev. Brooks offered a poignant prayer 
upon the reception of the remains at 
Independence Hall noting that • ... the char
acter of Lincoln was in conmct with the 
character of slavery, and thus he was 
assassinated. Slavery killed the gentlest, 
kindest. most indulgent man that ever 
ruled a state!~ Before Brooks delivered his 
sermon, he organized a mass-meeting of 
the Philadelphia Union League on April 
16th. Addressing the angry crowd, Brooks 
shouted: "We pray not for vengeance. but 
for justice. Leave us not until every vestige 

Methodist Bishop Matthew Simpson, 
of Methodist Episcopal Church in New 
York, was the jewel of the Northern cler
gy. With his eloquent voice, Simpson's 
dazzling sermons whipped his audiences 
into a frenzy. People would leap up in tears 
after listening to his pronouncements. 
During his time, there was no one of equal 
stature in lifting the human spirit. Lincoln, 
who was a personal friend, considered him 
the greatest orator of his time. In early 
November, 1864 - just five days before the 
election - Simpson delivered a decisive 
patriotic address for Lincoln in New York. 
The following year, the Bishop was Invited 
to deliver the Oration at Lincoln's burial in 

Springfield on May '1th. 
Simpson also delivered one of 
the prayers at the private 
funeral in the Executive 
Mansion on April 19th. In his 
lengthy Oration in Springfield, 
Bishop Simpson made the 
association between Lincoln 
and God when he intoned: "As 
a ruler, I doubt if any President 
has ever shown such trust in 
God, or in public documents 
so frequently referred to 
Divine aid ... This man, though 
he fell by an assassin, still fell 

1 
rr under the permissive hand or 

God. He had some wise pur-Rev. Phillips Brooks "The 
Shepherd of the people! For at 
the last, behold him standing 

with hand reached out to feed ... " 

Rev. Matthew Simpson: pose in allowing him to fall... 
"Hero, Martyr, Friend, Farewell.· What more could he have 

desired of Ille for himself?" 
Simpson believed Lincoln died 

of the accursed thing. that has brought us 
this fearful wrong, be done away with." By 
the time he delivered his sermon lhe fol
lowing week. his vindictiveness had sub
sided. telling his parishioners " ... The 
Shepherd of the People! That old name that 
the best rulers ever craved. What ruler 
ever won it like this dead President of ours? 
He led us falthfully and truly. He fed hungry 
souls all over the country with sympathy 
and consolation ... He fed them with faithful 
and true heart. Yes, till the last. For at the 
last, behold him standing with hand 
reached out to feed the South with mercy 
and the North with charity, and the whole 
land with peace, when the lord who had 
sent him called him and his work was 
done." Most identify Phillips Brooks from 
his lon&'-term friendship with Helen KeUer 
and as the composer of the Christmas clas
sic ·o Little Town of Bethlehem." 

because his job which God gave him was 
done. While stressing leniency toward the 
Southern people, Simpson demanded harsh 
punishment for the Confederate leaders, 
but thought of his old friend as he conclud
ed: ·we crown thee as our martyr - and 
humanity enthrones thee as her triumphant 
son. Hero, Martyr, Friend, FAREWELL." 

Lincoln's accent into heaven was swift! 
With the ministers' sermons crying out for 
sainthood. a visual depiction of Lincoln's 
majestic ascent was possible. The Lincoln & 
Washington Apotheosis illustrates Lincoln's 
magnificent pilgrimage into martyrdom and 
the heavens. The Victorian view of the after
life, adhered to by the clergy, depicted the 
journey to heaven as a beautiful experience. 

They were emotionally arduous times 
in 1865. From jubilation following Lee's sur
render in Virginia, to deep despair. This 
shift in passions was almost too much to 
endure. With the madness of vengeance 

and sorrow tugging away at the human spir
it, the Northern ministers were not immune. 
The clergy represented the popular view, 
often referred to as the "vacillating evange
lists." But it fell on their shoulders to help 
establish a distinction between vengeance 
and justice. On April 16th, 78~, of all ser
mons called for harsh punishment for the 
South; by June 1st, the Day of Humiliation, 
that number dropped to 63't.. Ill feelings 
mingled with grief take time to dissipate. '"h 

I For additional lnlormatlon on lhe Northern clergy's 

reaction to Uncoln's assassination, rt'fer to: J..iru:Qln 
and lbe Preacher:; by Edgar Dewitt Jones. 19411: An 
Analysis of Uncola 's Funeral Sermons by Jay 
Monaghan, 1945: Myths After Wueolo by Uoyd 
Lewis, 1929: No Som,w like Our Sorrow by David B 

Che<.-csebrnugh. 1994 I 

Everybody was anXJous to view 
Lmcoln's body during his long trip home to 
Springfield - even the Ministers! Knowing the 
crowds would be oppressive, some were not above 
pulltng a few strings to gain special admittance 
along the route of the cortege. A constrtuefl1 asked 
Congressman William Kelley (R-PA) for such a 
favor, and he complied by writing a note to the 
Committee of Arrangements for the Lincoln obse
quies laking place in Philadelphia. HIS letter. April 
21. 1865. reads "This will mtroduce to any Member 
of the Commtttee of Arrangements the Rev. J. 
Addison Henry of Princeton Church, West Phi/ada., 
who is most anxious to see the remains of 
President Uncoln. I hope that he w,U be given eaJfj 
aa::ess, by the side enl1al1re if possible. "This piece 
sold in November at a Smythe auction tor $625. 
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Our American Cousin ~ 
Everyone Knows About The Play, 
But Who Knows What It's About? 

Many Lincoln buffs have visited Ford's Theatre in Washington. 
Various American presidents have attended performances there, 
some of which have been televised nationally. But how many have 
seen or read Our American Cousin, the play the Lincolns attended 
on lhe night of the assassination? 

We picked up a Samuel Frem.:h reprint of this infamous relic 
and took the time to read it. Described as a "Drama, in 3 Acts," it l 
wa'i written by Tom Taylor and lirst performed at Laura Keene's 

I Theatre in New York on October 15, 1858. The cast or seventeen 
characters included only two names wiU1 any recognition-value 
today: Laura Keene appearing as Florence Trenchard and Joseph 
Jefferson In lhe male lead, Asa Trenchard. 

The play was a resounding success and toured, in various 
incarnations, for the next six and one-half years. Had John Wilkes 
Booth's bullet not brought the curtain down for a final time, there 
is no telling how long ii may have enjoyed encore performances. 

Although President Lincoln had a bias towards Shakespeare 
and attended many such performances, he also favored low come
dy, a category which describes Our American Cousin. IL likely epit
omized popular entertainment of the time. 

The story concerns the Trenchard family of England. The fam
ily patriarch has squandered his estate and ls one step ahead of 
the bailiff. A trusted agent, the "heavy" in this opus, Is the lien
holder on one of these estates who offers to convey the property 
to tile Trenchard daughter if she will but marry him. A cousin, 
operating a dairy. ha~ been disinherited out of her grandlather's 
estate because her mother married without his consent. Instead, 
tl1e estate has been wiUed to Asa Trenchard, a cousin living in 
Vermont. Asa comes to England to claim his inheritance. 

The comedy consists of various mainstays of Victorian the
atre: slapstick, puns. satire of class affectations and costume, the 
urge to marry (or money, melodrama, etc. Much is made of tile cul
tural differences between tile American and his English counter
parts, as well as the disconnect between Idioms of expression. 
While most of the puns are recognizable to today's audience, a 
great many are lost. The author panders to his American viewers 
by making his hero a stand-up guy who makes everything right, 
foils the villain. restores his i11heritance to the rightfuJ heir, and 
acts as matchmaker to all the romantically-inclined principals. In 

fact, the play ends with a mass wed
ding that Includes the hero and bis 
bride. the disinherited milk-maid. Asa 
Trenchard promises his new-found 
friends not to embarrass them by 
revealing their little secrets and 
maneuverings, thereby earning the 
respect of all, despite his seemingly 
backward ways. President Lincoln 
probably would have relished the end
ing, but the play was unexpectedly 
interrupted, the last lines spoken by 
actor Harry Hawks forever waiting a I 
response that never came. 
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In The Marketelace 
S otheby's Fine Books & Manuscripts sale in December had but tew Lincoln lots, but quality more ""!':::.:=- -::r.:.=~ -

than compensated tor quantity. The premier offering was a presentation copy of the LincoJn- ---·- ~ 
Douglas .D.e.!lates. inscribed in Ink by Lincoln to his former law partner, Stephen T. Logan. It is \ _ .:..:::-;::.:...:"' 

-----·-·-

\ 

\ 
estimated that twenty-five presentation copies exist, all but two of which are inscribed by 

Lincoln in pencil. You couldn't ask for a better inscription "Hon. S. T. Logan from his friend A. Lincoln." 
Estimated at $250,000-350,000. this gem crossed the block for $250,000 plus buyer's premium. An 
Autograph Letter Signed by Lincoln, on Executive Mansion letterhead, January 16, 1863, to the Editors 
of the Washington, DC Chronicle, states "If you should publish the attached letter, please make the cor
rections Indicated." The letter referred to was one written by Lincoln to McClellan on April 9, 1862, urg-L-----------
ing him to attack the enemy and not wait for reinforcements. The letter was not made public until the following January, after 
McClellan had been dismissed and replaced by Burnside. This was during the McDowell Court of Inquiry that focused on McClellan's ~---==='
performance. This communication by the President shows his respect for publicity, negative or otherwise, and a desire for a fair eval
uation by the public of his unpopular dismissal of McClellan. The letter failed to meet the reserve and was passed. Finally, a piece j 
cataloged as an Autographed letter Signed by Edwin Stanton, written April 15, 1865. detailing the swearing-in of President Johnson 
and the first business day of the new administration, was withdrawn. The piece turned out to be a contemporary clerical-copy ... and 
will be re-offered at a future date properly described. The content remains Incredible: "At 12 o'clock, the President met the heads of I 
Departments in Cabinet meeting, at the Treasury building, and arranged their business. The following was transacted: 1. 
Arrangements for funeral of Prest. Lincoln 2. William Hunter Esqr. appointed Acting Secretary of State, during the disability of Sey. 
Seward and Fred Seward 3. President Johnson formally announced that he desired the present Cabinet to retain their offices. All 
business at the departments suspended. The Surgeon reports the condition of Secy. Seward remains unchanged. He is doing well. 
The murderers have not yet been apprehended." We'll let you know when it comes back on the market! 

Wes Cowan's November Historic Americana auction featured the Civil Rights and Black Americana Collection 
of Rich Maxson of Dallas. Among the 700+ lots were (prices do not include the buyer's premium): a small 
parianware bust of McClellan, $110 (eminently more affordable than the 1860 Lincoln from e-Bay!): two 
versions of a petition circulated by Susan B. Anthony urging Congress to abolish slavery ("The 

Undersigned. Women of the United States, above the age of eighteen, earnestly pray that your Honorable Body will 
pass, at the earliest practicable day, an Act emancipating all people of African descent held to involuntary service or 
labor in the United States.") made $130; a multicolored silk ribbon based on the famous Emancipation Statue of 
Lincoln sold for $500: a carte entitled "Jackson Drafted Navy $300" showing a man reminiscent of Western charac-

ter actor Jack Elam displaying his 
empty pocket - a wry comment 
on the "substitute" question, 
failed to meet the reserve and 
passed; and a finely-executed Lincoln portrait 
on ivory in an ebonized-frame that may not 
have originated with the piece, realized 
S750. Interestingly, this last item sold to a 
Cincinnati antique dealer who Immediately 
listed it on eBay - in this venue, it tailed to 
meet Its reserve topping out at $330. 

D avid Lesser of Woodbridge, CT offers American imprints at fixed-price. His latest catalog includes the following: an 8-page 
pamphlet General McClellan's Letter of Acceptance, Together with His West-Point Oration in which the 1864 Democratic Standard· 
Bearer declares "The preservation of our Union was the sole avowed object for which the war was commenced. It should have been conducted for 
that purpose only.'' ($125); a 16-page booklet in wraps The Arrest, Imprisonment and Trial, of Samuel North, Morven M. Jones, and Levi Cohn, Before 

a United States Military Commission, Commenced at Washington, D. C. November 3, 1864, and Ending January 7. 1865-an anti-Lincoln tract detailing the arrest 
of three Democratic operatives charged with election fraud in the 1864 Presidential election ($250): an 1861 pamphlet containing copies of pro-Union corre
spondence of Edward Everett, Joseph Holt, and Commodore Charles Stewart ($125); and a 27-page booklet in wraps Opinion of Attorney General Bates On 
Citizenship in which Bates affirms the rights to citizenship of native-born African-Americans, in anticipation of the adoption of the Fourteenth Amendment ($375). 
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!WAR 
IBBTIIGI 

ID ana Linett (the "Big D" in La Jolla) offered these pieces in his December sale: a 12 x 18" broadside from 
Hingham, Massachusetts urging citizens to meet to "take measures to make up the deficiency" in recruitment 
quotas in May of 1864 (we assume that if your town didn't make its quota, the "balance due" would be made 

I 

up in draftees who would not earn any bounties) - it failed to sell against an estimate of $1,600-2,000. (This 
should have been of particular interest to Lincoln collectors since we often see Lincoln manuscripts related to his oversight 
of state recruitment quotas.) A multicolored 20 x 26" engraving entitled "In Defense of the Union and the Constitution" 
designed as a certificate to Indicate that the owner "has served as a Volunteer in Company __ in support of the govern-

TOWH BALL, 
• nnmn IIDIR Ill I, 

r:;~!".:!:•.;-~:J= .... 
'""'"'-·· .. --.:, . -~ 

••t••tt, .. n.......,....._ 

ment against the rebellion of 1861, Philadelphia, 186_" rallied to $600 but failed to meet the reserve. A very rare Currier & 
Ives hand-colored small-folio print of "President Lincoln and Secretary Seward Signing the Proclamation of Freedom" was 
manumitted tor S1 ,400, and, speaking of the "liberation of a whole race," a military manual entitled U. S. Infantry Tactics ... 
For the Use of the Colored Troops of the United States Infantry published in 1863 when Black troops were beginning to see 
greater service, reached its objective at $920. (We have to wonder why Colored troops needed their own separate manual-

~ ...... --~-

T he small stuatuette on the left, next to 
that of Gen. McClellan, was listed on e
Bay as a "circa 1870 parian bust of a 
young beardless Abe Linclon (sic).·• The 

fact that the seller misspelled Lincoln in the title 
did not prevent the Item from being "rooted out'' 
by potential bidders. The bust is inscribed 
"Constitutional Freedom" and was issued during 
the presidential election of 18601 The reserve on 
this very elusive piece of Lincotniana was a rea
sonable $120. A total of 43 bids were executed 
by the same five "players" with the piece going 
to a Hartford "heavy hitter" for $5,756. Also 
found on e-Bay - being sold from Melbourne, 
Australia, was a 12" parian bust of Lincoln -
totally unmarked - but believed to be of 19th
century vintage. An unusual rendition, possibly 
manufactured In England, it sold for $485. 

7 it would be interesting to note the differences between this and the "standard" manual 
distributed to White troops). 

ID - -------~--------~ 

TIIF. !~1f1HtEII TRt){H':'i 

Eight 
differ
ent e-Bay 
bidders executed a total 
of 23 bids to reach $520 
for this silver George 
McClellan Civil War token. 

w) hi, l , 1 R M. Smythe's November autograph auction 
d---- sold this autographed Andrew Johnson 

/.,,~ carte-de-visite by Gardner for $2,500 as 
th,.~ ~ - well as the front 
,::,,.?~ ,f- panel of an original petition "To 
4 r.- ",,(t__.n.. His Excellency the President of 
~ the United States'' on which 1 

. "-.... ~ "his excellency" noted , 
..)!"-" ' "Would be obliged if some-

thing satisfactory could be done for Capt. 
1 

Shimmel. A. Lincoln. April 4, 1864" which made a satisfacto-I 
ry $4,000. (Prices do not reflect buyer's premium.) 

~A-.......i 

T he Old Print Shop of New York City had two anti
Lincoln cartoons available in their Christmas 2000 
"Portfolio" catalog. Published by Bromley & Co. (a 
name that seems to have d rapped off the map 

after 1864), the two examples entitled "The Grave of the 
Union" and "The Abolition Catastrophe-Or the November 
Smash-Up" are priced at $900 and $950 respectively. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. "1 +-?/-·- / f ,h. /N'.,._ 
,, ,L ,., ~ .t-"> '."7 • 

'-fl-; --.,. -~ .&. 
"'--;, G. .... .J-•--7 .. -.-....-.,..,..._ . ..,. - .... z-

c 

;:-~ , , -~-- / ~~"';.J' ::.;~;. ...... -
hristie's held three book & manuscripts -, ~"- ~~~?t;:.:::;:-:: 
sales in December. Their catalogs, it __, - • ,..... -:1.t11- ...._ --$ =-"'=- =_,. 

·-- ;-_ 4- .. _ .. 1..iC:..._ ,.,,.4..~,#<, -must be noted, are beautifully designed, ,._ ,., ...-:....._ ,... ~ - ,__~ /.r -

pr nted on matte-finish paper, with stylish type- ,_ -~=-~ .. ,,~ /--· tt_·~ ~ I • r.1 a.. "' 4., - .,✓, /.a-- ,..~ 

faces that are easy to read. In addition, all illustra- !Z..-_r,_: ':✓.: ~--:-~> # ,:_ -

lions are in color. If we could only afford to buy :,,r;_,: 
1
:;. ;•~-=-~"'~-;:-.;z 

some of the offerings, it would be perfect! An ALS ;_'½-7z -:,~~_.;.".;:!1/:-r-r ~..:..,.. 
by U.S. Grant's son, Frederick, addressed to 1 

•'A-L- r •- ~-~ - •<--::.. 
ho....__ - --.'4: .G-C::. • ' ~ -.,. --;,'"":! 

General Ord, June 18, 1874, was revealing on ::;.~::_ :'::::~,~ .. :...k ,..:;=-:_ 
many levels: ·•1 am very much obliged to you for _______ ..,. .4.,...,,.._,.__. G,, .,,_,. _. ...... ,._ _ 
your good advice. I have sworn off tor this year. I .,,: ;• _ .?.. ~.,.,_.._ ., ~- ~,/; ~ 

_, , did this some time ago however I agree with you exactly in your sentiments on 
-,~ ,, the subject of drinking. I will make the best I can of myself & have to prove that the sons of Grant can amount to something ... " 

-' (PASS) An 8-page Autograph Manuscript notebook by Watt Whitman described the aftermath of Lincoln's assassination in New 
York: "The strange events ... between 4 and 5 in the afternoon I cross'd the river from Brooklyn & rook a walk up Broadway - the scene was solemn & elo
quent- I had so often seen Broadway on great gala days, tumultuous overwhelming shows of pride & oceanic profusion of ornamentation & deck'd with 
rich colors Jubilant show crowds & the music of a hundred bands with marches & opera airs - or at night with processions bearing countless torches & 
transparencies & gay lanterns covers the houses. The stores were shut, & no business transacted. hardly no pleasure vehicles, & hardly a cart--only the 
heavy rumbling bass of the heavy Broadway stages incessantly rol/ing ... Spiral columns of black & white around the columns ... the crowds around the bul
letin boards ... " ($41,000.) A 1-page Lincoln ALS, July 20, 1857, addressed to B. C. Lundy, responding to a request for copies of Lincoln's June 26. 1857 
address reacting to the Dred Scott Decision: "Senator Trumba/J's speech and my own have both been published in pamphlet form, at the lllinois Journal 
office, but the copies printed off have been exhausted ... They will have a new supply printed, by the time this reaches you ... Their price is a dollar per hun
dred ... I have another matter in contemplation. which I will not mention now. but concerning which, I may write you in a month or so.'' Lincoln next 
addressed the Dred Scott controversy in his "House Divided" speech of June 16, 1858 The confidential matter he referred lo is unknown, but it may welt 
have been plans to run for the U. S. Senate the following year (S94,000) A large, oval albumen photograph on the original mount (with minor staining), 
taken by Roderick Cole of Peoria during the Senatorial contest of 1858, was. deservedly, the catalog's cover lot. Inscribed in ink on the tower mount "Yours 
truly A. Lincoln.", this dynamite image, the "Property of a New England Couple," was passed against an aggressive estimate of $180,000-220,000. A one
page Lincoln ALS, September 12, 1863, addressed to General George Meade, demonstrates somewhat frantic efforts by Lincoln to halt the execution of a 
soldier. The soldier in question, Adatbert S. Eddy, participated in the infamous "Burnside Mud March" and felt behind. He was captured then paroled by 
the enemy and simply went home. He was later arrested and sentenced to death for desertion. 
Correspondence between Lincoln and Meade demonstrates a comical, yet desperate confusion over 
!he surname of the condemned man. "The name is Thomas Edds' not 'Eddies· as in your dispatch. 
The papers left with me do not designate the regi-
ment to which he belongs. The man who gave me -'·r,;-=---=-------=---=----;;;;----;;;;---;.__ - J 

the papers, I do not know how to find again .. .lf I get ~ ,r,__ ;,._... ~- ,() 114 1, 

further information I will telegraph again." ··r r~:.....c_ b. 
Apparently, the solider in question, whatever his u., ...,_,. "✓.G,.....; r.-• 
name was, escaped the firing squad. This tot was ~-• ... ,_ r- -t--,DI) •G /----t-" 
also passed (failed to meet the reserve) with an esti- . . u ,_ ... "'" -·-,:-c c~ ,._.,.--.:-"', 
mate of $70,000-100,000. Finally, a one-page ALS ,., t-47- .f4 -- ~ r • ,_ ,£ H-•, .J 

by Lincoln, on Executive Mansion stationery, -✓ ~ L.- ,4'/7 -r---:"· -,, =:, ~ 
February 7, 1865, addressed to Gen. Grant, con- ";'- " ·- ti! 0

-; -1' u:. 7 - .v:; 

cerns the "Singleton-Hughes" war-profiteering <:..::t.~~~~ ;-· 1 ~::,-
scheme. Singleton, a native of Virginia and Northern r' ....,,. '7"'t<A ~ ,-c /- ~ • 11 
Peace Democrat, joined forces with Orville H. ! ________ ~ 
Browning, James Hughes, Robert E. Coxe, and 
Senator Edwin D. Morgan to trade in Southern commodities under Treasury Department guidettnes which strictly defined parameters and profit margins. 
In actuality, these individuals were more interested in reaping huge windfall profits than anything else, a fact not lost on Grant or Lincoln, who realized that 
such efforts were counterproductive to the war effort. " ... For its bearing on our finances I would be glad for this to be done if it can be without injurious
ly disturbing your military operations, or supplying the enemy. I wish you to be judge and master on these points." Shortly thereafter, Singleton and Hughes 
were recalled from Richmond and all Treasury Department sanctioned trading discontinued. The Lincoln letter was offered together with a February 25, 1865 
letter from Grant to Singleton regarding the safe passage of Southern commodities from Fredericksburg to points north. Interestingly, this is the third set of 
Lincoln-Grant mated correspondence lots to come onto the market in the past few years. This set failed to sell against an estimate of $80,000-120,000. 
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I f you can't have the painting, would you settle for a photograph of the painting? That 
seems to have been the case with a lot offered in Swann's January "Discovery" sale. 
This limited edition platinum print, no. 71 of an edition limited to 100 copies, depicts a 
from-life painting of Lincoln done by Harry Wright in 1860. What makes it interesting, 

however, is the frame used to ttouse the photograph, being constructed from wood "from the 
flooring of Lincoln's first law office" (obtained during 1905 renovations of the Stuart & Lincoln 
Office at 109 N. 5th Street, Springfield). This relic/art sold for a reasonable $575. Swann's 
December sale of photography Included a Wenderoth & Taylor carte-de-visite ($690). A mount
ed salt print of Winfield Scott made $748. We have seen matching salt prints for Lincoln, all the 
presidential and vice-presidential candidates of 1860, as well as prominent politicians and mil
itary figures. Salt-prints have their origins In the formative years of photography. We have seen ..._ __ .._......., ...... _--j 

references to a salt print photograph taken around 1825 on a Parisian rooftop. Of course, Louis 
Daguerre is credited as the inventor of photography in 1838. Unlike daguerreotypes which were unique and could not be reproduced 

- except by being re-photographed (copy images) - salt prints could be duplicated from a negative. They are similar in appearance 
to albumen photographs, but produced from a different emulsion resulting in soflertonality. They were made from the late 1830s 
to just 1860. Given their rarity and warm presentation, there is an increased appreciation of them today as an art form. 

Stephen Douglas illustrated campaign lettersheel $130 on 
e-Bay. No real content to the correspondence, but an 
interesting piece of ephemera from 1860! C 

C 
ohasco of Yonkers, New York 
auctioned an interesting Civil War 
soldier's letter that was partial to 
McClellan. Dated February 1, 

1863, the correspondent relates various 
military matters " ... We have attempted to 
cross the historic Rappahannock ... Our 
division was detained to perform the oner
ous duty of pulling the pontoons and can
non out of the mud ... Poor Burny has got 
used up and left ... Reckon Old Joe Hooker 
will make the fur fly, when he gets to mess
ing with the Johnnies and if his generals 
will cooperate with tiirn ... Ttiere are none 
like McClellan. He is the man to restore 
confidence and revive the drooping spirits 
of our troops who are so demoralized that 
on the last move numbers had to be kept in 
the ranks by the sword." ($305.) 

l. .. 

e 

t C 
The 25mm. (next to smallest) Stephen Douglas "donut'' 

ferro In a silvered-copper frame: $700, e-Bay. 

urrency Auctions of America, Inc., based in Spicewood, Texas, conducted an auction this 
January in Orlando (timed to coincide with the Orlando Paper show). Since they deal primarily in 
currency, a macerated Lincoln bust, mounted as a plaque, was an appropriate offering. These 
doo-dads were popular collectibles a hundred years ago. Manufactured out of a rough pulp made 

from worn-out currency redeemed at the U.S. Treasury, macerated money was fashioned into miniature build
ings, postcards, and statuettes, and sold by souvenir shops. A "selling point" in marketing these recyclables was the 
large amount of money that was necessary to grind up to produce a small "chatchkah." (usually $5,000-10,000). The Lincoln exam
ple, part of a set of American Presidents, realized $175. Another molded sub
stance, a gutta percha plaque of "Abraham Lincoln". mounted as a brooch In a 

~----~ silver, filigree frame, sold for $525. The cataloger estimated its vintage as 
1860s-1870s, and it well might be, although the frame did not appear to be from 

this period. Most unusual, in any event, and worthy of research. An 1864 $20 Compound Interest 
U.S. Treasury note that depicts Lincoln, must have been something special. Catalogued as one of only 
three known, in the finest condition of the extant examples, and estimated at $75,000-up, It drew a 
lot of .. interest", getting bid up to $58,000. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. B
erlin-work is punchwork 
(broad needlepoint) on 
coarse fabric or paper 
with pre-printed portraits 

or patterns to follow. We've 
seen examples for political fig
ures as early as Henry Clay in the 
1840s and others through the 
Victorian-era. These pieces are 
only as good as the particular 
artisan doing the needlework 
and the skill they bring to the 
task - some are quite attrac
tive, others... This handsome 

H oward S. Mott Booksellers of Sheffield, Massachusetts - run by the second 
generation, Rusty Mott, offers a large selection of early books. manuscripts, 
maps, and imprints through catalogs and now via a website. An astounding 
record in the antiquarian field - the Motts have now issued more than two-
hundred different fixed-price catalogs! Some sample offerings from his last 

four lists: a 1911 annotated typed-manuscript by journalist George Riker Bishop con
taining reminiscences about his war-time experiences In New York, Including seeing 
Seward give a post-assassination speech with a bandage still on his face, and wit
nessing Gen. Winfield Scott wrap himself up in an American flag at a rally ($400); an 
1863 Autographed Note Signed by Lincoln to Joseph K. Barnes, the doctor who would 
attend him at his deathbed, inquiring whether a vacancy existed for a hospital chap
laincy ($6,500); a 35-page catalog In wraps of an extensive exhibit of military memo
rabilia dating back to the Revolutionary War that was mounted tor the Great Sanitary 
Fair at Philadelphia, June 7, 1864 ($225); and a Republican handbill comparing the 
1864 platforms, detailing "Points of Difference" between the two parties ($350). 

example, most likely dating 
from the 1870s, combines 
needlework with watercolor 
painting used for the face 
and hands. Measuring an 

C abinet card by Hesler of Chicago showcasing Lincoln's 
inkwell from his home in Springfield. A fun, vintage photo
graph - most likely from the early 1870s. $510 one-Bay. 

impressive 15 x 20", it was =~~----~:;~J 
offered last month in an e-Bay auc-
tion. Bids only reached $760 and the piece failed to 

0 lfered by Charles Agvent of Mertztown, PA 
through his fixed-price catalog (also available 
on-line): a signed cabinet card of William 

1 Dean Howells by Notman of Boston. Howells, 
, a famous editor and writer, was considered 
, one of the most influential Americans on the 
', literary scene in the late 1800s and early 
' 1900s. Among his works were campaign 
\ biographies - including one written in 1860 

for Lincoln and another in 1876 for 
1 Rutherford B. Hayes. ($750.) 

F rom Dan Weinberg's Abraham Lincoln I 
Book Shop comes the following: a 5 x 
7" mounted albumen photo of Jeff 

Davis In drag (his/her satchel marked "J.D. "), I 
distinctive because of its size, $575; a signif-~--__ _ 
icant letter from Secretary of War Simon 
Cameron, April 21, 1861, relative to the lack of protection for Federal troops 
transversing Maryland enroute to the defense of Washington ("The 
President, with a desire to gratify the Mayor of Baltimore, who fears that 
bloodshed would unnecessarily result from the passage through that city of 
the troops from Pennsylvania at this moment on the way, directs that they 
shall return to York in Pennsylvania ... "), $1,500; and, for that very special 
someone, an unrecorded, inscribed copy of the Lincoln-Douglas .l2e.bate.s. 
written In pencil "To Judge Wm. R. Wilkeson with respects of A. Lincoln", 
complete with annotations in the original owner's hand, $96,000. 

sell against a non-disclosed reserve. 

T he Oestrichers have sold 
American Social History & 
Social Movements Auction. 

Although they will continue as consul
tants, the enterprise is now headquart
ed In Tucker, Georgia, under the man
agement of Jim Skillman. Like many 
other mall auctions, ASHSM now pro-..------~---.-., 
vides a website where prospective bid
ders can view each lot in full color, reg
ister to bid, and place bids at any time 
prior to the auction's close. Their "inau
gural" sale in December included two 
interesting lots-from our perspective! 
A gold on white coated-stock card 
dated January 1864, invited people to 
a "Complimentary Hop" in honor of ii..- • • 
General George B. McClellan. This bit d,"JP; ~~~#lg~~ 
~f epheme~.' iss~ed in Baltimore, was -Y.r:;_:45· . :.,,1..~ 
hkely a political item promoting Little ,,.. ... .,4-.,_,.,~-r,,,_I ~..,..,..,,,,.,rt.~~ 
Mac's candidacy. More important, ~~-::t:t;:::t::1',fj.,1:J' 
however, it contains the earliest use of - . ""ir~~' . . 
the word "hop" we have ever encoun- __ __. 
tered! It brought $200 to a lucky bidder. The other offering was a rare copy of 
"Old Abe's Polka" (front & back cover only). Although undated, this piece was 
apparently issued prior to Lincoln's death, more than likely in 1864, primarily to 
advertise "Old Abe Chewing & Smoking Tobacco." The Milwaukee tobacco man· 
ufacturer who took the liberty to align himself with the popular President (with· 
out compensation or authority!) was Just following the prevalent trend of naming 
tobacco products after admired politicians. He even extends his "compliments to 
all friends of Honest 'Old Abe' who is the patron of 'Old Abe' Chewing & Smoking 
Tobaccos so popular all over the country. .. " This early tobacco ad/campaign item 
realized $250. We know Lincoln didn't drink or smoke, but don't know if he 
chewed tobacco. Wouldn't it be great to own Lincoln's spitoon?! 
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P hiladelphia autograph dealer Catherine Barnes has several nice items in her most recent catalog. An 1891 Edwin Booth 
ALS. written in retirement to the widow of his ex-partner, Lawrence Barrett: " ... Not yet recovered from the nervous debili
ty which for so many months has rendered me quite useless I mope like 'the torpid Hottentot' pretty much all the time ... " 
($900). Also: an 1842 check accomplished in the hand of Robert E. Lee during the time he supervised the repair and 

Improvement of forts in New York harbor and vicinity ($5,500); a two-page ALS by George McClellan relative to an engagement 
In Philadelphia which his wife cannot attend due to exhaustion from a long trip (S250); an Autographed cabinet card of WIiiiam T. 

-------------------. Sherman by Sarony of New York ($3,000); and a war-date 
" '-"'liiii. ~ 1. Letter Signed by Sec. of the Navy Gideon Welles directing .Ir;. ~~ ,111llallla,, u . .:.. ...r,a__ -. • 

a.a•s or ooJ1MaaoJ1 Theodore Zeller "to superintend the machinery being built for 
the Government, at the establishment of Cornelius Delameter, 
New York" ($450). The significance of this October 1861 let
ter is that the machinery being referred to are the engines for 
John Ericsson's iron-clad Monitor, then under construction! l=~~~~~-=.:J 

B altimore Books' December sale offered a Lincoln eulogy by 
Charles Sumner, "The Promises of the Declaration of 
Independence ... Delivered Before the Municipal Authonties of 
the City of Boston, June 1. 1865." (the same theme, coinci-

dentally, of On Hollowed Ground reviewed in the next Issue's install
ment of "The Lincolnphile"). Sumner competed with Lincoln for the 
Republican nomination for president in 1860. His radical stance on 
the slavery issue eliminated any chance he might have had to receive 
the nod. After the election. he was a frequent White House visitor, 
and a persistent advocate for immediate emancipation. In addition, 
he was one of Mrs. Lincoln's favorites and was always welcome, as 
far as she was concerned, although the same could not be said for 
the President. Unlike Lincoln, Sumner was willing to sacrifice the 
Union. if need be. for the cause of abolition. The eulogy offered by 
Baltimore Books included a 3-page Manuscript Signed by Sumner 
from 1845 and an Autograph Note Signed by Sumner from 1856, 
both tipped-in. The latter contains a nice sentiment "Not that I love 
the Union less but freedom more, do I now. In pleading this great 
cause, insist that Freedom, at all hazards, shall be preserved." $600. 

-

Butterfield's December sale of Fine Books & Manuscripts in San Francisco 
had an interesting Autograph Letter Signed by U. S. Grant that has a 
great deal of contemporary resonance. Written in 1884, it relates to an 
"interview" published in the [New York] Times that quotes Grant as say-

ing the Republican nomination for President lhat year rested between Blaine 
and incumbent President Chester Arthur. In the letter, Grant categorically 
states that he did not give a formal interview, but was approached by an indi
vidual claiming to be the editor of the Norfolk Virginian who desired to pay his 
respects to the general. Grant obliged and the two met for 30 minutes. Grant 
did not know their conversatlon would be the basis for an article to be pub
lished: "I have said a hundred times that Logan was my first choice for the 
Presidency ... But if I had expressed this choice ... the parties referred above 
[the civil service] would turn all their batteries against my candidate, and the 
cry would be 'Anybody ... but Logan.' This was my deliberate judgment. and it 
is so yet." Amazing how little things have changed over the years! Without 
question, this missive had GREAT content... the determining factor in pricing 
the more expensive letters and manuscripts. Unfortunately, there were quite a 
number of serious condition problems in this piece - all keeping the price down 
to $2,500 plus buyer's (off the record!). 

D ealers oi militaria can often be a source for less expensive material outside their traditional market for weapons and uniforms. Besides doing 
shows and issuing catalogs, several such brokers now have websites. Dale C. Anderson has been dealing in U.S. militaria since 1961 and is proud 
to have Issued 162 consecutive catalogs during his ongoing career! Mr. Anderson resides In Pennsylvania, but has 

his "winter headquarters" in Carefree, Arizona. He specializes in militaria from the Civil War and Indian Wars. 
-,nr.,tl1'Cldl His catalogs are supplemented by a website (www.andersonmilitaria.com) that lists and pictures hundreds of 

collectibles in numerous categories. Currently for sale: a signed carte-de-visite of Edwin Stanton with Brady 
•'1"::i.\£ . .t.1 imprint for $995; an 8 x 1 O" folk-art watercolor of Col. Elmer Ellsworth in period walnut frame for $225; a red, 
- ...:- • white, and blue silk patriotic ribbon from a July 4, 1861 celebration inscribed "Y.M.A." (Young Men's 

Association?) for $150: and a Southern patriotic bookmark consisting of a hand-decorated paper panel with 
applied albumen photos of Stonewall Jackson and Robert 
E. Lee mounted on a 3 x 10·· green silk ribbon for $445 ~,,,... • 

_ . (from a Maryland source). For you "catalog junkies" out :) _' I' 
.111,r-¥;\'ilu\J there who aren't "in" to the auction scene. checking out i-. i 
~ these on-line catalogs is quite a diversion! •.,_. ••· 

G ary Combs Autographs of New 
i.:ai.-..-- York City has, for $2,500, an 

Autographed Letter Signed by 
Jefferson Davis, August 12, 1885, " ... The supposition that 
Dr. Jno. W. Glenn was a member of my staff In Mexico is 
erroneous. The loss of my papers when my library was pil
laged by some of Genl. Sherman's troops leaves no record 
of the 1st Missi. Riflemen ... " 

M ark Vail Auctions in Sullivan County, New 
York offered a pair of Federal Argand lamps 
this month purported to have come from 

the Florida, New York home of Wllliam Seward. We 
are uncertain as to the provenance save that they were 
consigned by a ''family member." With a pre-sale esti· 
mate of $1,500-2.000, the pair sold for $700 to some 
"illuminated" buyer. 
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Larry Gottheim's November photography sale (trade name "Be-Hold") had an imperial salt print of an unidentified lady taken 
at Mathew Brady's NYC Gallery at 643 Broadway (the same gallery where Lincoln's Cooper Union portrait was taken in 1860 
- see George Sullivan's article in the December 1999 Rail Splitterfor the full story). Brady's label was on the frame, Indicat
ing he inventoried such accessories. A defective salt print of Cyrus Field (marked "Use for mounting") served as backing for 

the photo. Guided at $2,500, this image, only the second known piece bearing the famous Brady Studio label, failed to sell and 
remains available for inquiries. A nice carte-de-visite of John Parker Hale did sell for $150. Hale was an abolitionist who ran for 
president on the Free Soil Ticket in 1852. He was prominent In Republican Civil War-era politics and his daughter, Lucy, was a para
mour of John Wilkes Booth (didn't she know that looks aren't everything?). 

. 
··~-;,:. 
~ 

~ .... ' . . 
::::4:: 
~ s 

A few other e-Bay finds: an 80-Gallon Alcohol Revenue Certificate, $175; 
a gem-sized campaign pin with cardboard portrait of U.S. Grant's run
ning-mate in 1868, $150; a "unique" silk presentation to Hannibal 
Hamlin made from the wreath given to Lieutenant-General Scott on 
his departure to Europe on Saturday, November 9th, 1861, $178; 
and a realty nice portrait of Anna Dickinson, a 3 x 5" photograph on 
milk glass, failed to sell with bids reaching just $510. For those who 

don't know, Anna Elizabeth Dickinson, 1842-1932, was a passionate 
abolitionist, reformer and lecturer. Born to an Orthodox Quaker family in 

Philadelphia, in 1856, while in her teens, she contributed an essay to 
WIiiiam Lloyd Garrison's newspaper. The Uberator. and in 1860 addressed the Pennsylvania 

Anti-Slavery Society. Her greatest success came in 1863 when she was but 20 years old - the Republican party asked her to tour on behalf 
----~-~....11i.i of its candidates. There was a national epidemic of war weariness, and the Democratic party was clamoring for peace. Dickinson's fiery ora
tory style and passion for the anti-slavery, pro-war cause helped reverse a Democratic stampede in that election year - she had struck a blow for Lincoln and had 

- . - -J -~~ ... --

helped stave off a major anti-war political victory. Her tireless patriotism elicited an unprecedented invitation from about 100 U.S. senators and rep
resentatives to speak in the U.S. Capitol. On January 15, 1864, she addressed a joint session of Congress. 

"Affordable Lincoln I" Certainly the most popular medal from the campaign ot 1860 was the "Rail Splitter" by Ellis. Its popularity with col
lectors continues unabated. An exam pie was offered on the fixed-price list of "Polikicks," an Albuquerque concern. Its proprietors report 
that everytime they obtain an example. it sells immediately for $195. It wasn't too long ago these were selling for $5()-6(). Still, given the 

prices for Lincolniana, the piece still remains within the reach of almost every collector. 

S coll Winslow of Bedford, NH, hosted a two-part sale In con1unction with the Orlando Paper Extravaganza in January. The second part was a mail and 
phone-bid sale of less expensive merchandise. Some diverse entries of note: an 1863 Union Civil War soldier's letter" ... plenty of wood to burn which 
Is mostly rail fences & old log Shanties that the Slaves used to occupy before the rebel/Ion. We make no bones in tearing them down and convert 
them to our own use. I suppose Unc/0 Abe can split more rails for the rebs when he gets them subdued and the rebellion pvt down, but I don't think 

he w/11 do It before. as he has a bigger job on his hands to attend to first .. :· ($250); a CDV of the chair used by General Robert E. Lee at the Surrender at 
Appomattox, similar to the CDVs seen ot the rocking chair Lincoln sat in when assassinated ($350): an 1865 advertising broadside for the Providence. 
Rhode Island photographic gallery Salisbury & Co. promotes CDVs of "Abraham Lincoln, Our Martyr President" and further advises that "We also have 
Booth, the Assassin, Robert E. Lee, Jeff Davis, and other prominent Rebels, all at the same price." ($330) 

S teven S. Raab of Ardmore. PA also sells manuscripts. In his current fixed-price list a four-page letter, April 6. 1865. describing the celebration in New 
York after the Fall of Richmond ",.. The 3rd of April is a day that never can be forgotten by those who were downtown in New York that day ... Above the 
din of Broadway arose a great murmur deepening into a roar of thousands of voices. I looked over to Trinity Church and saw a flag flung out on their 

staff ... some 200 feet above the pavement and at the same moment the whole peal of bells struck up a joyful chime ... Wall Street was a mass of excited peo-
ple dancing. leaping, shouting like mad men." ($395). An 8-page letter written by Jefferson Davis' widow, Varina, In 1896, Is revealing on many fronts. Jeff 
Davis had been dead for seven years and their four sons were likewise dead. " ... One of my neg roes in trying to account to me for the changes in the man
ners of our people said, 'The tact is Mistress. the bottom Is on top' ... But I see one thing which seems to argue degeneracy and that is the efforts of the new 
woman, the efforts for suffrage and the masculine trend of the girls today. .. war is to me the crowning evil of a nation's sorrows no matter what the end is ... 
I go on the 30th of next month to Richmond to see the cornerstone of Mr. Davis' monument laid in Richmond ... I dread It tor many reasons, but above all 
for the memories it Invokes. I am very lonesome for the touch of a vanished hand and the sound of a voice that is still, and a crowd of admiring people grat
ifies one's pride, perhaps, but also tears away the veil with which one has covered the dead we reverence ... " ($1,995). A first-hand account of an 1860 meet
ing with Lincoln, written from New Jersey on April 9. 1861, contains the following "While I was in Springfield last autumn, one of my cousins who knew Mr. 
Lincoln took me to call upon him. I found him very agreeable, and when I told him I hoped soon to see him our president, he looked.in spite of his cheerful 
answer. as tho I paid him no compliment" (S195). Anally, a letter written to Lincoln by one of his secretaries, William Stoddard, introduces the Adjutant Gen. 
of Arkansas, Col. A. W. Bishop, and requests the President overturn a War Dept. order to evacuate Ft. Smith. Is offered. Lincoln originally opted to refer the 
matter to Sec. Stanton, but changed his mind. The emissaries Impressed upon Lincoln the danger to loyal Arkansas Unionists left behind in the evacuation 
- all subject to reprisal by retreating Confederate troops under General Kirby Smith. Lincoln's compassion was obviously sufficient enough to preclude leav
ing the matter to the headstrong Stanton. Under Lincoln's directive to refer the matter to tile War Department, Col. Bishop wrote "I did not deliver this letter 
to the Secretary of War, but proceeded otherwise to accomplish my mission, and my course was approved by President Lincoln." ($11,900). 
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"A capacity and taste for reading gives access 
to whatever has been discovered by others." 

-Abraham Lincoln, speech in Milwaukee, 
September 30, 1859. 

The Nation's First Look at the Life of 
Lincoln: The Campaign Biographies of 1860 

Daniel Pearson 

[Note: This is the second installment of a three-part examination of the 
campaign biographies of 1860. The third part will appear in the next issue 
of The Rail Splitter.] 

The Republican Executive Congressional Committee printed 
the speech and distributed them at the bargain rate of fifty cents 
per hundred [Fig. I]. At that price, thousands must have been 
produced. But being a flimsy pamphlet of eight pages printed on 
thin paper, few have survived. Examples today, in good condi
tion. can sell for upwards of $500. 

Even rarer are the two campaign biographies written by 
Ichabod Codding and Reuben Vose. Both books are legendary 
for frustrating collectors and libraries, as they are extremely 
uncommon. Most collectors, regardless of their tenaciousness in 
searching for these elusive titles or the depth of their pockets 
that would allow them to afford the books, will not acquire one 
or the other of these works. 

The book by Ichabod Codding titled A Republican Manual 
for the Campaign. Facts for the People· The Whole Argument in 
One Book, is a campaign biography only in the most rudimenta
ry sense [Fig. 2]. Lincoln's entire life's story is dealt with in the 
very brief first chapter, amounting to only five pages. Codding 

Having emerged from the excruciatingly protracted presi- used the autobiography Lincoln had written out for John Locke 
dential contest of 2000, it is well to reflect on just how much elec- Scripps for most of the data in this section, but it is obvious that 
tions have changed since the Lincoln/Douglas campaign of 1860. the telling of the Lincoln story was not Codding's primary objec-
While it seems that it is impossible for any citizen to E live in producing this book. As the title suggests, 
escape the campaign today, in the mid-19th-centu- m. ,::!i':'s:.:,. ':!:';::."..-. Codding intended for his book to be more of a guide 
ry, one had to make an effort to become informed •..-..:Ca for Republicans to use during the campaign rather 
about the candidates. In place of endless television llllllr& A W.ASDJIUIIII.IIP. IWlilllll than a biographical treatise. 
commercials and news soundbites, one had to rely ''"-""'"'__, Ichabod Codding was a radical member of the 
on itinerant stump speakers and highly partisan a-,----,-., Republican Party Crom Princeton, Illinois. His aboli-
newspapers. For a more in-depth examination of the tionist tendencies are evident In his campaign man-
candidates' lives, one had to rely on the many cam- ual. Early on in the book he acts as an apologist for 
paign biographies. Lincoln, addressing three "objections~ to Lincoln's 

In the last installment of 'The Written Word," we stand on slavery. Codding responds to Lincoln's 
examined the popular biographies by David Bartlett, stance against political equality ror the African-
Richard J. Hinton, as well as "The Wigwam Edition~ American race, his support of the Fugitive Slave 
and "The Wide Awake Edition." In this issue we will ,.,,,,...,.,.,,....,.,, Law, and his willingness to admit new slave states to 
look at the hugeJy popular book by William Dean ;---==-:: "~- the union under the Compromise of 1850. 
Howells, as well as other, more obscure, authors. ~~~~-:::.S Whether it was this condescending attitude 
Elihu Washburne, Ichabod Codding, and Reuben •· -- -·---- toward Lincoln's opinions and policies, or the repu-
Vose produced three such lesser-known biographies. Figure 1. talion of Codding as a radical or abolitionist, pres-

Elihu Benjamin Washbume was a member of the ~~= sure was brought to bear to suppress the entire 
United States Congress from Galena, Illinois, and came work. And, apparently, Codding must have agreed to 
to know Lincoln when they both cast their lot with the withdraw his campaign manual from the market, as so 
new Republican Party. While Washburne was a '•'•·rm ... '" ... ,, '' few copies exist today. Fewer than ten examples are 
Lincoln supporter, the latter's nomination as the pres- 1 1 1 1 , ,, " , 1 ~·, known, all of them held in public or private institu-
idential candidate in 1860 took him by complete sur- ..... .,,.... tions. A pamphlet of 96 pages, copies are known to be 
prise. Nevertheless, as a member of the Republican bound in several shades of green paper, with one 
Executive Congressional Committee, Washburne -ru:.:m :P:moPx..:m: known copy, in the collection ol the Lincoln Museum 
threw his lull support behind Lincoln's candidacy. ~~c- ol Fort Wayne, Indiana, bound in a deep pink wrapper. 

On May 29, 1860, Washburne made a speech in '"''" "" " "T Just as rare as the Codding is a little biography 
the I-louse of Representatives that was then published ,,..., ■oox written by Reuben Vose. In his 1937 work on the cam-
as Abraham Linco)n, His Personal History and Public ., _ paign biographies of Abraham Lincoln, author Ernest 
RecQm. While the address and resulting publication Wessen aptly concludes that "this little book possess-
briefly examined Lincoln's entire lile and public career, es nothing to commend it, aside from its great rarity." 1 

Washburne made special elfort to answer those who I'--------- A small book of 4--5/8 inches by 2-7/8 inches, it 
were critical of Lincoln's opposition to the Mexican War appears amateurishly written and assembled. In I act, 
during his single term io Congress. Washburne devotes Figure 2. it is a bibliographic nightmare to collate. [Fig. 3] 
one entire page of the eight-page work in explaining that There is no title page, just an outer wrapper with the 
while Lincoln opposed President Polk's ideological premise for copyright iniormatlon on the recto. The first page of text bears 
beginning the war, he always supported the soldiers in the field and the Roman numeral Ill (which would lead one to conclude thal 
never voted to deprive them of the resources they needed. the top wrapper and copyright pages constituted pages I and 11). 
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Campaign Bios, cont. 
The Roman numeral numbering system "bibliographical morass."3 A combination 
continues through page LL This section of two sets of stereoplates, several con-
was ostensibly dedicated to a biographi- textual corrections, and a plethora of dif-
cal sketch of Lincoln, but little of his life's ferent imprints all conspire to confuse 
story appears in the narrative. Most of it even the most well-informed bibliophile. 
is dedicated to political justifications for The Columbus, Ohio firm of Follett, 
Lincoln's election to the Presidency. Foster & Co. published the Politjcal 

Inexplicably, the Lincoln ________ Debates Between Hon 
story is suspended after five I Abraham Lincoln and Stephen 
pages, at which point a one- A Douglas in the Celebrated 
page sketch of Hannibal ru i.Jn Campajgn of 1858 jn Illinois. 
Hamlin is inserted, then the BPlllEOHK8 which had proven to be a best 
author abruptly returns to seller. They were quite natural-
Lincoln. After this initial 5 I- AJIIIARAM 1Jll('l11,11 ly interested in publishing a 
page section (Roman numer- ••- 11.UQ... campaign life of the 
al LI), the publisher changes Republican presidential candi-
to the Arabic form of mlln- ---· date. To write the book, they 
bering. But rather than pick- ••::~:.::•· contracted with William Dean 
ing up at page 52, the section Howells, who was then a strug-
starts with page 42. The gling author with but a single 
Arabic numbering system -.~'!':: -=:J published work to his credit. 
continues on to page 71, I In order to compose the 
which is followed by page 71- biography, Howells had at his 
1/2. Next is a blank µage that Figure 3. disposal the autobiography 
is not counted in the pagina- Lincoln had prepared for J. L. 
tion, and the page number- I Scripps. To augment the mate-
Ing then proceeds to the last • ?low l'wnbDrah. rial, Follett Foster authorized 
page of text at 118. The book Howells to make a trip to 
concludes with a four-page Springfield to interview the 
adverUsement for other •ir--Petenk,g&. candidate and his acquain-
books written by Vose, with lances first-hand. But Howells 
pages lettered A through D. Figure 4. had no interest in making the 

So this odd little book, trip, and a young law student 
done up on uniform brown paper, offers a named James Quay Howard was sent in 
confusing melange of pagination. The text his place. Howells would later say that in 
of the book, both the biographical section not going to Springfield he "missed the 
and the second section (identified by the greatest chance of my life in its kind ... ."4 

Arabic numbering system) consisting of Howard spent several days in the 
four of Lincoln speeches, is not well writ- prairie capital interviewing Lincoln and a 
teo and poorly edited. But, as Wessen number of his friends and associates. 
pointed out, the importance of the work Howard also did research in the library of 
lies primarily in its extraordinary scarcity. the Capitol building, looking up newspa-
Less than ten copies are known to exist. per accounts of Lincoln's public state-
only one of those held by a private col- menls and speeches. Howard returned to 
lector. The rest are in the collections of Columbus with a wealth of material ... 
private or public institutions. The Lincoln but Howells did not use it to its full 
Museum in Fort Wayne owns two copies, extent. Rather than relying on Howard's 
each with a dilferent front wrapper.2 In primary source material, Howells princi-
1938, that institution published an excel- pally used the Scripps autobiography 
lent facsimile edition of the book, ottering and mad!e the mistake of using previous-
collectors the opportunity to !ill in their ly published campaign biographies. As a 
campaign biography collection without result, he repeated errors made by 
having to find an original Vose. But the Richard J. Hinton that would cause major 
cost of these facsimile copies are now problems for Follett Foster. Another con-
nearing the $75 to $l00 range. sequence of his actions was that Howard 

If the campaign biography by Reuben took umbrage at his research being 
Vose poses a bibliographical puzzle to the ignored, and he decided to use it himself 
modern collector, the variants of the biog- in authoring his own life of Lincoln.s 
raphy written by Willi.am Dean Howells Howells concentrated on writing the 
represent what one source refers to as a Lincoln portion of the campaign biogra-

phy. Follett Foster quite naturally wanted 
to include a sketch of the life of Hannibal 
Hamlin, the vice-presidential candidate. 
To write this brief section of the book 
they tabbed John Lord Hayes. 

The publication history of Ljves and 
Speeches of Abraham Lincoln and 
Hannibal Hamlin by William Dean 
Howells and John L. Hayes is long and 
involved; well beyond the scope of this 
brief article. 6 However, among the biblio
graphical data that has been assembled, 
one can reasonably determine how to 
identify a first printing of the book. 

There are two telltale "points" that 
tell a great deal about the printing histo
ry of the book The flrst is found in the 
first word in the last line on page 46. Alter 
the type was set for the book, the letter 
"i" in the word "importance" must have 
slipped out of place. The error was not 
caught before a set of stereotype plates 
was made from the type. A second set of 
plates was then produced, but before 
they were made someone noticed the 
missing "i". The foundry, not having an 
~i" of the same style, inserted one from a 
different type. Then the second set of 
plates was made. It is lrom this small error 
or "point" that we can conclude that two 
different sets of stereoplates were used to 
print the book. However, as both sets were 
used simultaneously, the fact does not pr<r 
vide much evidentiary value in determin
ing Lhe priority of editions printed. 

The second major point is more 
telling. The text on page 33 discusses 
Lincoln's years as a resident of New Salem. 
A footnote at the bottom of page 33 identi
fies New Salem as being "Near 
Petersburgh" [fig 4). However, in some edi
tions of the book the footnote reads "Now 
Petersburgh." incorrectly implying that the 
little town of New Salem had at some point 
changed the name of their town to 
Petersburg, Illinois. Neither Ernest Wessen 
nor the compiler of the BibliograDbY of 
American Literature thought this point had 
great evidentiary value in determining pri
ority of editions. I disagree. 

With this particular alteration of a 
footnote, there are but two scenarios one 
needs to consider. The first and most log
ical being that when the original type was 
set the incorrect word "Now" was used. 
After both sets of stereoplates were cast 
and a certain number of books printed, 
the error was discovered. Printing was 
then suspended and a correction made 
replacing "Now" with "Near." The other 
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scenario would have the correct word 
"Near" being used in the original stereo
plates, and then for some reason replac
ing that correct text with the incorrect 
"Now." Simple logic dictates that the first 
scenario is what actually happened. 

It can therefore be safely stated that 
copies of William Dean Howells' ~ 
and Speeches of Abraham Lincoln and 
Hannibal Hamlin with the word "Now" in 
the footnote on page 33 were printed 
before books that contain the word 
"Near." This is true for both sets of stere
oplates, as there are variants of the book 
extant that contain "Now" and "Near" in 
both states of the work, with and without 
the presence of the letter "i" on page 46. 

This creates another problem with 
the analyses of Wessen and 11.AJ... In addi
tion to the 406-page hardbound edition, a 
170-page wrapper edition was published. 
which contains primarily the portion of 
the larger book that deals with the lives 
of Lincoln and Hamlin. And while the 
wrapper edition consists merely of the 
first 170 pages of the larger publication, 
both Wessen and MJ... state unequivo
cally that the wrapper edition preceded 
the book in boards. However, in all copies 
of the wrapper edition the footnote at the 
bottom of page 33 reads "Near 
Petersburgh.·· So one must conclude that 
the wrapper edition was printed some
time after the larger books that contain 
"Now" in the footnote. Whether Lhe cor
rected wrapper edition was first to the 
market may never be determined with 
absolute certainty. 

Howells' use of Richard Josiah 
Hinton's campaign biography led to the 
repetition of a major inaccuracy. which 
resulted in Follett Foster's effort to cor
rect the mistake and the creation of two 
rare variants of the Howells book. From 
Hinton's biography published by Thayer 
& Eldridge, Howells picked up the radical 
resolutions that Stephen A. Douglas had 
alleged, during the Senatorial debates in 
1858, were passed at the Republican State 
Convention held in Springfield in 1854-a 
convention in which Lincoln participated. 
Lincoln refuted the assertion, proving 
that the resolulions came out of a local 
meeting in Kane County. By repeating the 
error, Howells gave the issue new life. 

And Lincoln's handlers in Ohio were 
quick to pick up on the error, but Follett 
Foster was unable to correct the blunder 
in a timely fashion. This, I believe, was 
due to the fact that Follett, Foster and 

Company did not undertake to print the 
book at their own facility in Columbus, 
Ohio. As related in earlier columns, Follett 
Foster's printing and binding facilities 
were overwhelmed by the unexpected 
success of the Lincoln-Douglas ~
Therefore, I suspect that the work on 
Howells' campaign biography was farmed 
out to another firm, as all hardbound edi
tions of the book, save for one, bear U1e 
stereotyper·s slug of Franklin Type 
Foundry, and the printer's imprint of 
Applegate & Co., both of Cincinnati. 

II the printing was being done one 
hundred miles away in Cincinnati, Follett 
Foster would have little control lo stop 
the presses and make textual changes 
once production got under way. However. 
given the egregious nature of the error, 
and the potential damage it could cause 
Lincoln, they no doubt felt great pressure 
to assuage the Republican leaders who 
complained about the blunder. To 
address the situation Follett Fosler issued 
an edition with an errata slip placed 
between pages 74-75 that explained that 
Douglas' reference to the resolutions was 
a "political trick" and that the resolutions 
came out of Kane County. The errata slip 
also refers readers to certain pages in the 
Debates where Lincoln refutes these 
charges. However. given the rarity of this 
edition. it is obvious that few such books 
were issued wiU1 the errata slip. 

Follett Foster took one additional 
step lo correct the error Howells made 
by using the Kane County resolutions. An 
edition was printed that corrected the 
error within the text of the book. A para
graph on page 74 was rewritten pointing 
out that the resolutions mentioned by 
Douglas during the 1858 debates were in 
fact raised during the Kane County con
vention, with which Lincoln had no con
nection. A footnote on page 75 also 
directs readers to pages in the Debates 
where Lincoln refutes the assertions. 

This corrected edition of the Howells 
biography is distinctly different from all 
other editions. I speculate that after the 
two sets of stereoplates were cast in 
Cincinnati, the original type was returned 
to Follett Foster in Columbus. I further 
believe that Follett Foster in Columbus 
printed tl1is second "complete" edition 
directly from the type. An examination of 
the printed pages reveal extremely heavy 
impressions of the type onto the pages, 
in many cases with heavy indentations 
evident on the recto of the pages. This is 
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indicative of items printed from raw type, 
which often has slighl variations in the 
height of the typefaces, rather than from 
stereoplates that are of a more uniform 
height. In addition, the slugs of the 
Cincinnati plate founders and Applegate & 
Co. printers were removed from the copy
right page of the second edition. 

However, like the edition with the 
errata slip, relatively few copies of the sec
ond complete edition must have been print
ed, given the scarcity of copies today. While 
both editions are exceedingly rare, I believe 
that the edition with the errata slip is a bit 
scarcer than the second complete edition. 
A copy of the second edition appears on the 
market every few years, while copies with 
the errata appear less often. 

Adding to the "bibliographical 
morass" referred to by the Bibliography 
of American Literature. is the large num
ber of regional imprints that Follett 
Foster added to the title page. No fewer 
than seven additional northern printers 
issued the biography. with copies often 
printed from both sets of stereoplales. To 
lurther confound the collector. the books 
were bound in a virtual rainbow of col
ors, thus producing a seemingly endless 
supply of variant editions. 

The Howells biography is also unique 
for another reason. While it is reasonable 
to assume that Lincoln read most, if not 
all of the campaign lives published about 
him, we are certain that he read the 
Howells book. Not only did he read it, he 
did so with a pencil in hand and made 
comments and corrections to the narra
tive. Lincoln did this at the request of 
Samuel C. Parks of Lincoln, Illinois. Parks 
had studied law at the firm of Stuart and 
Edwards in Springfield, and there became 
friends with Lincoln. Parks, like Lincoln, 
became active in Republican Party poli
tics. When the Howells biography came 
out, he gave his copy to Lincoln, asking 
him to read it and make manuscript cor
rections to the text wherever necessary. A 
total of 17 corrections were made in the 
first 94 pages, which compromised the 
biographical portion of the book. 

The corrected edition remained in 
the Parks family until the 1940s when it 
was donated to the Illinois State 
Historical Library, where it remains 
today. In 1938 the Abraham Lincoln 
Association published a facsimile edition 
of the book with Lincoln's corrections. 7 A 
great deal can be ascertained not only 
from the corrections Lincoln made, but 

continued, next page 
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by the statements he let stand as well. 
Despite the errors in the book, Lincoln 

was appreciative of the efforts put forth by 
William Howells. After Lincoln's election 
Howells actively sought a patronage job from 
the new administration, something that 
Lincoln was willing to grant. After exploring 
his options, Howells agreed to an appointment 
as consul at Venice, Italy. 

The final installment of this series will 
examine the campaign biographies written by 
Joseph H. Barrett, James Quay Howard and 
John Locke Scripps, who wrote what can be 
regarded as the closest thing we have to an 
"authorized" biography of Abraham Lincoln. ~-

~ 
1. Ernest James Wessen. ''Campaign Lives of 
Abraham Lincoln 1860" in Papers in Illinois History 
and Transactions tor the Year 1937, (Springfield: 
Illinois State Historical Society, 1938), 198. 
2. For detailed information on Vose's !.if.Uru1 
Speeches of Abraham Lincoln and Hannibal Hamlin. 
particularly the copies owned by the Lincoln 
Museum see Lincoln Lore (Fort Wayne: Lincoln 
National Life Foundation) numbers 419 (April 19. 
1937) and 1429 (March 1967). 
3. Jacob Blanck, comp. Bibliography of American 
Literature. vol. 4 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1955-91) 384. 
4. Howells. Years of My Youth and Three Essays 
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1975) 174. 
5. A complete transcript of Howard's notes can be 
found In The Abraham Lincoln Quarterly, Vol. IV, No. 
8, December 1947, 386-400. 
6. The author of this article is currently working on a 
book examining the campaign biographies of 1860, 
which will fully examine the Howells publications. 
7. Howells, W. D. Life of Abraham Lincoln. 
Springfield: Abraham Lincoln Association, 1938. 
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Rail Splinters Jefferson Davis 
Presidential Library Opens 

~ While the establishment of presidential libraries is a routine occurrence 
• - --'- for those who have served during the last 40 years, such is not the case 

for 19th-<:entury presidents. This is particularly true in the case of Jefferson Davis, Lhe 
sole occupant of the Confederate Presidential Chair. If Gerald Ford can have a 
Presidential Library, why not Jeff D.? Visitors to Davis' post-Civil War estate, Beauvoir, 
near Biloxi, Mississippi, can now visit the Jefferson Davis Presidential Library. It took 
four years to build and was financed with $4.5 million in state bonds. The 15,000 square
foot library and museum houses a 6,000-volume research library, a 150-seat theatre 
where visitors view a 14-minute film on Davis, and a 3,500 square-foot exhibit gallery. 
The library houses books from the Davis family library, original wartime documents, 
Confederate soldiers' manuscripts, Civil War newspapers, and photographs. While U1e 
Library does not possess all of DavLc;' papers (a large collection is housed at Tulane 
University), it approaches completeness by virtue of copies made available from other 
sources. Visitors to Beauvoir can also view the Tomb of the Unknown Confederate 
Soldier, a 771-plot Confederate cemetery, and the grave of Davis' father, Samuel Emory 
Davis, a Revolutionary War veteran . .Jefferson and Varina Davis, however, are buried in 
Rlchmond. For information, call 1-800-570-3818 or visit their web site www.beauvoir.org. 

~ One of our favorite quotes was uttered by a prominent Republican -
~ not Lincoln, but Richard Milhous Nixon. Paraphrasing, he said 
"History depends on who writes it." (Jle suspect he was referring to his enemies. 
imagined or real.) We wonder if we'd all be collecting Lincoln if people like Lerone 
Bennett Jr. had been around in the 19th-century. Mr. Bennett is Executive Editor of 
Ebony magazine and the author of several books on African-American history. It is 
our understanding he has, for several years, been trying to find a major publisher 
for a revisionist tome on Lincoln, written as a followup to a controversial article he 
wrote years ago. Entitled forced Into Glory - Abraham Lincoln's White Dream, the 
book is now available from the Johnson Publishing Company in Chicago for $35. The 
"study" criticizes Lincoln for being a racist and dragging his feet on emancipation -
chastizing the President for advocating the deportation of all African-Americans to 
their ancestral homeland. The author has been criticized for advancing a personal 
agenda, fashioning his work such that only facts that support his point-of-view are 
presented. Will the views of Mr. Bennett gain popular acceptance? Time will tell. 

~ We have read with shock, but not surprise, of the arrest of a forgery opera-
tion based in San Diego, California. The well-organized operation consisted 

of forgers, authenticators, and a distribution network. The initial arrest was covered 
previously in these pages. The bulk of the enterprise was centered on sports auto
graphs. Indeed, the federal indictment states that 50-90% of the $]-billion/year sports 
memorabilia market is based on forgeries (duh!). While selling bogus sports auto
graphs to the youlh of America has to rank as both un-American and heinous, the per
petrators did not stop at that. They included forgeries of other American icons. 
Besides sports-related items, also seized were forged, clipped signatures of Walt 
Disney, James Cagney, Elvis Presley, Marilyn Monroe, John F. Kennedy (this last 
sequencing unintentional), Theodore Roosevelt, George Washington, and Abraham 
Lincoln. Since the operation lasted for six years before being shut down, we must 
assume that many such forgeries have made their way into the market. So, please be 
careful. U you see a baseball signed by Abe Lincoln, our advice is "pa5s." 

~ Abraham and Mary Lincoln: A House Divided, a six-hour documentary, is 
scheduled to air on your local PBS station February 19, 20, and 21, 2001. 

Produced and directed by award-winning filmmaker David Grubin (Napoleon, TR: The 
Story of Theodore Roosevelt, FDR, LBJ) and narrated by David McCullough, the film 
blends re-creations of battle scenes, White House dinners, and cabinet meetings, with 
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Splinters, cont. 
archival images and interviews with prominent historians to cre
ate a vivid sense of lhe period. The documentary will focus on lhe 
Lincoln's married life and pay special attention to Mary Todd 
Lincoln. viewed within the context of the social. political. and cul
tural standards of the time. 

~ As with many collectors, Rail 
~ Splitter David Yount has 
ended up with several ·specialty" collec
tions that represent offshoots to a broad
er obsession - in his case. the pursuit of 
campaign memorabilia. One of his "mini
collections" happens to be Lincoln bal
lots from Indiana - quite appropriate for 
an elected State Representative! His hold
ing currently consists of some seventeen 
difrerent specimens, including two on 
silk. While exclusively focusing on ballots 
from his home state, he could not resist 
"chasing" two non-Indiana ballots that 
recently were offered on the internet. He 
was able to obtain these two rarities rep
resenting hard-to-source states. The first 
is a Virginia ballot from 1860 with a spin
dle hole in the middle and signed by the 
voter oa the verso ... neat in that it indi
cates that it was actually cast! The 
Republican ticket of Lincoln and Hamlln 
received only 1,887 votes in Virginia that 
election - just 1.1% of the total cast. 
Finding Southern Lincoln ballots is a dif
ficult task, indeed. In many Southern 

_,.,_--.....,_ 
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states, the Republican ticket did not receive a single vote! The 
other ballot is also quite scarce - and quite significant - being 
issued for the first national election in lhe new state of West 
Virginia. The western part of Virginia was pro-Union and, once 
occupied by Federal forces, was organized into a "reconstructed 
state" and called West Virginia. Dave managed to add these two 
states to "his Union" at reasonable levels - $200 for Virginia; $380 
lor West Virginia. 

~ Blood Relics to Be Subjected to DNA Testing. We 
• have reported on the sale of several blood relic 

souvenirs from Lincoln's assassination. These usually take the 
form of fragments of towels, linens, wallpaper, and articles of 
clothing. The Chicago Historical Society was recently given a 
snippet of blood-soaked towel supposedly stained the night of the 
assassination. The society already owns a variety of similar 
pieces: a stained linen sheet from Lincoln's deathbed, wallpaper 
from the Presidential Box, keys and molding from Ford's Theatre, 
and two stained dress fragments that may have come from a 
woman seated near Lincoln. The Society hopes to test the DNA 
from this new acquisition, along with some of the objects current
ly in its collection. in order to establish that the blood is actually 
Lincoln's. The society already owns two similar towel fragments 
with matching weave patterns, and a velvet cloak possibly worn 
by Mary Lincoln that night. Such early textiles tend to be very del
icate, prompting concerns about damage that testing may cause. 

ZS 

~ Rail Splitter Bob Sterlin 
~ was kind enough to sen 
along a copy of a 1927 newspaper ent 
tied "The Rail Splitter." It is not 
"Journal for the Lincoln Collecto," b 
rather an anti-Catholic month! 
Published by William Lloyd Clark 
Milan, lllinois, it features anti-Catholi 
cartoons, advertises propagand 
and promotes 

~~~. ·~ 

candidacy of Democratic Senator J. Thomas 
Heflin - in preference to the likely 1928 nominee, the Roman 

Catholic Alfred E. Smith. Anti-Catholic sentiment was pervasive in 
America in the I840s and 1850s, and resurfaced in the post-World 
War I era It was associated with the Ku Klu..x Klan which likewise 
saw a resurgence in the 1920s. Why the editor chose to name his 
publication The Rail Splitter (in contrast to an earlier paper called, 
more appropriately, The Menace) is open to question. Using the 
mantle of Lincoln to lend respectability to a dubious endeavor no 
doubt seemed like a good idea at the time. 

~ Dargate Auctions of Pittsburgh, PA stands behind 
~ everything they sell. As such, when the authenticity of 
this Lincoln note came into question, they sought the authentication 
services of one of the best - a New York dealer who has a critical eye 
for that deemed "suspect." This note, allowing "William Cohen 
(Colored) ten days to get a substitute" was close ... but not the real
deall Attributed to being the handiwork of one Charles Weisberg -
dubbed "The Baron" by Charles Hamilton in his work Scribblers and 
Scoundre)s , Weisberg stands as one 
of the greatest forgers of the 20th<en
tury. Most of his creations were made 
in the 1940s - he was particularly I 

adept at replicating John Hay I 

endorsements and notes by Andrew 
Johnson. Dargate withdrew the lot. 

NOTICE 

A scholar writing on Lincoln's emotional Ufe seeks private col
lectors in possession of letters or papers relating to: 1) charac
ters in the Lincoln story, including JOSHUA SPEED (or any of 
Speed's family Including JAMES and WlWAM SPEED), 
MATfHEW GENTRY (or members of the Gentry family), FANNY 
MCCUUOUGH, ANSON HENRY, or DANIEL DRAKE: 2) other 
Lincoln contemporaries who write ol hypochondriasis, melan
choly, other ~emotional" conditions or treatments for them. 
ALSO, any Lincoln letter not included In the Collected Works 
which relates in any way to his ideas of medicine, character, or 
religion. Access to these papers Is sought for a book for Viking 
Press. Please contact Joshua Wolk Shenk at 212-777-7718 or at 
jwshenk@bigloot.com. 
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LETTERS 
i~EDITOR 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

Is it possible that one of our members 
could identify the who, where, and why of 
this medallion? It is heavy brass and the 
hexagonal base is 3/8~ high. The circular leg
end on the reverse reads "To Gov. Len Small of 
Ill. 1921 From J.C. Bohmker." 

J. R. Sardo 
Great Neck, NY 

[£dl1Qr: Hopefully, some of our readers can supply additional infor
mation. All we know is that Len Small was the Republican Governor 
of Illinois in the 1920s. He was probably an admirer or collector of 
Lincoln. The fact that he was a Republican from Tllinois may have 
had something to do with that! We would suspect that J. C. 
Bohmker may have operated a brass foundry - or simply been a 
supporter of the Governor. Regardless. we have seen this large 
medal (paperweight?) before without the inscription... perhaps 
made as a souvenir to celebrate some anniversary or occasion.] 

+ 
Dear friends at the Rail Splitter, 

As usual you have provided in this current Issue a survey of 
Llncolniana in the marketplace which ranges entertainingly from the 
sublime to the ridiculous. On page 14, though, you illustrate a 
Lincoln letter which you record as "correc.-tly described as a forgery." 

Not to be a hair-splitter but, the letter shown is not at all a 
forgery. It is a copy of an unquestionably genuine autograph let
ter with a very characteristic "A. Lincoln" signature. The original 
was one of many treasures owned by that giant of Lincoln col
lectors, Oliver R. Barrett, and was sold in Barrett's auction in 
New York 19 February 1952 as lot 335 for a princely $2,000. 

In light of the striking text of Lincoln's response to a lady 
whose sons wanted to work. his letter is written about in Hertz, 
Abraham Lincoln· A New Portrait. vol. 2, p. 843. and also in 
Sandburg's book on Barrett, Lincoln Collector. pp.167-168. During 
his lifetime, I suspect, Barrett asked Chicago's Lakeside Press to 
prepare a fine-quality collotype facsimile for him to distribute. 
The facsimile is on slightly tinted lined paper, and might fool an 
unsuspecting person, but all the copies I have seen carry a print
ed legend in type on verso: "Facsimile Letter/THE LAKESIDE 
PRESS, CHICAGO." While we cannot see the verso of the copy you 
reproduce, it may have carried the same very appropriate label 
and would properly be termed a facsimile rather than a forgery. 

The Lakeside Press did other, equally fine facsimiles. One 
frequently encountered is a facsimile on blue paper of R.E. Lee's 
famous General Order No. 9 of 10 April 1865, surrendering the 
Army of Northern Virginia. Printed on blue paper, this example 
was addressed to Brig. General W. H. Stevens. The original was 

last sold at Christie's, as part of the collection of the Hon. J. 
William Middendorf Ill, on 17 May 1989 for a record $88,000. 
Having therefore handled the original, I can vouch for the dia
bolical accuracy of the Lakeside Press facsimile. lo fact, I recall 
that the buyer of the original in 1989, an experienced and well
respected dealer, at the time he picked up the Lee original for his 
client, asked me to write (in pencil, of course) a brief note on the 
back of the document stating that it was, in fact, the original and 
not a facsimile! This is the only time I have ever had such a 
request and ii testifies to the uncanny accuracy of Lakeside 
Press collotype facsimiles. 

Chris Coover 
Christies, New York City 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

Indeed, Lincoln did attend Zachary Taylor's Inaugural Ball 
held at .Jackson Hall on March 4, 1849 just before returning to 
Springfield. His term with the 30th Congress ran from March 4, 
1847 to March 3, 1849. 

Jackson Hall was located on the third floor ol the Globe 
Building at 339-341 Pennsylvania Avenue and was named in 
honor of President Andrew Jackson. The building was built In 
1845 by Frank Blair and John C. Rives as a home for the 
Congressional Globe newspaper, a Democratic newspaper estab
lished to support President Andrew Jackson. 

On the night of the Ball. Lincoln and his party did not leave 
until 3 or 4:00 am. Lincoln, upon going to gather up his hat and 
coat, found his hat missing, so he threw his coat over his shoul
ders and walked off towards Judiciary Square and Mrs. Spriggs' 
boarding house. The weather was very cold that night with inter
mittent snow (Jurries. 

When Lincoln returned to Washington as President-elect, 
the Globe Building was still in business printing the 
Congressional Record. By 1877, it was home to the Washington 
Post newspaper and by the 1880s, it became part of Washington ·s 
Chinatown. It was torn down in 1930 to prepare for the building 
of the Federal Triangle, 

If you look at the list again, you'll see the name of .John C. 
Rives, the builder and owner of the Daily Globe newspaper; 
Robert King Stone, Lincoln's doctor; Reverdy Johnson, Mrs. 
Surratt's attorney: Joseph Bradley, John Surratt's attorney; John 
Frederick May, the doctor who identified Booth aboard the 
Montauk; and George Ashmun, to 
whom Lincoln wrote his last note 
on April 14. 1865, plus many more 
interesting people. I only wish I 
had discovered the invitation. 

Joan L. Chaconas 
Brandywine, MD 

National Park Service photograph of the 
Globe Building, circa 1920s - Jackson 

Hall on the third floor. 
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Dear Rail Splitter. 

I thought your readers might be interested in more informa
tion on the beardless Lincoln portrait used in the World War II 
bond poster pictured in Vol. 6, No. 2. p. 15. 

A copy of this striking image contains the following caption 
on its verso: 

LINCOLN 
by Boardman Robinson 

Boardman Robinson is pre-eminent among American artists not 
only because his work is distinguished artistically. but it throbs with 
a sincerity and searching truthfulness that are rare among many 
modern w·tists. Robinson's career has been long and varied. Born 
m Nova Scotia sixty-three years ago, he was educated in Canada 
and England. While studying art in Paris, he came under the influ
ence of Forain, whose savage brush was powerfully suggestive to 
this young artist who was flying to find the right instrument for his 
radical ideas. His life and his art have been given to the champi
oning of liberal causes, as illustrator, painte,; and, in recent years, 
as a mural painter. The boldness of his mural technique both in 
Kaufman's Department Store in Pittsburgh and in Radio City, New 
York, emphasizes Robinson's adroitness, for he did not do his first 
murals until he was over f{f-ty years old. 
171e sobriety, depth, and vigor of Robinson at his best is epitomized 
in this superb head of Lincoln. It is the conception of a thoughtful, 
sincere thinker and artist pondering the essential personality of 
one of America's greatest leaders. 

I continue to enjoy The Rail Splitter and hope you devote 
more space to the remarkable legacy of Lloyd Ostendorf. 
Controversies aside, his wonderful efforts illustrating hundreds 
of moments in Lincoln's life are what should be treasured as his 
lasting gift to the Lincoln community. 

Kurt M. Kausler 
St. Louis, MO 

Dear Sp/ilters: 
+ 

~: Rogers Bust from May 2000 Rail Splitter Auction. 

I realized fairly quickly that I had seen this work before 
when viewing lot 519 in the May Rail Splitter auction. l started 
glancing through sources including Collecting Lincoln With 
~ and there it was on page 98. It shows a full-figure Lincoln 
holding the Emancipation Proclamation listed as ca. 1891. In com
paring the features of Yolk's 41-inch full length figure of Lincoln 
with the Rogers bust, I found the folds of clothing, locks of hair, 
and the short-rendered beard to be one in the same. I also cal
culated the head size of each piece based on the ratio of head to 
height and found both to be similarly 4.5 inches. 

What gave me my final validation was the chance listing of a 
similar bust on EBAY in mid-August. The piece was listed as 
being made of "Ironwood" which is a tropical wood found in 
South America. This turned out to be false and I was fortunate 
enough to submit the winning bid on what turned out to be a 
painted plaster version. To complete the story I found out later 
that a Lincolnite friend of mine who wishes to remain anony
mous also recognized the piece as the "Rogers" bust from the 

Rail Spliller catalog. He did not realize until he came back from 
vacation that I was the winning bidder and that his designated 
power-of-attorney had been bidding up the piece against me in 
his absence. He congratulated me and apologized at the same 
time for inflating my winning bid by probably a factor of 10 times 
what it otherwise would have been. (What are friends for!?) 

As soon as I received the piece and compared it at the same 
angle with Schneider's picture- it was obvious that the bust ver
sion had been rendered from the full figure version. It also looks 
llke Lhe angle of the bust was pitched backwards from the origi
nal to give Lincoln a more regal air. CASE CLOSED! 

Steve Coon 
Barlett, [L 

+ 
Dear Rail Splitter. 

I enclose photos of a bust of Lincoln that I own. It is signed 
by Merrell Gage and dated 1956. The bust is 22" high and is a 
bronze casting. It is absolutely life-like and recognizible down to 
the mole on the right side of the mouth. Any information you can 
provide would be appreciated. 

R. Bradbeer 
Arizona 

[Editor: Merrell Gage (1892-1981) studied 
in New York City but spent most of his 
professional life in California. The most 
interesting fact we unearthed is that he 
was an assistant to Mt. Rushmore sculp
tor Gutzon Borglum from 1914 to 1916 and 
then again from 1921 to 1923. His work gar- f 
nered him numerous gold medals and 
awards at fairs and expositions, including 
the Golden Gate International Exposition 
and the New York World's Fair in 1939 and 
1940. He taught art at U.S.C. for over thirty 
years. As far as this specific bust is concerned, Gage was the sub
ject of the 1956 Academy Award film "Face of Lincoln." In that 
short documentary, he is shown sculpting this Lincoln bust -
colIIIllissioned in I 956 by a bank in Phoenix, AZ. As far as U1e 
value of the piece is concerned, we suggest you consult some of 
the internet websites that deal In recent auction prices or the 
most recent edition of Benezit. Only an auction record would 
determine some sort of "benchmark" to base the appraisal on and 
~-----------~ we aren't familiar with the 

From the Printer's Devil, 1862 

market lor works by this 
artist. Nonetheless, it is a 
handsome rendition and 
would certainly command 
at least SI ,000.) 

++ 
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This Issue, we're pleased to report on 1WO great finds! 

~notber ®reat jf inll. First, shown on the left, a recent discovery by Rail Splitter Editor 
Timothy Bakken. He reminds us how we often forget that Civil 
War-time Washington, D.C. was, in effect, one gigantic rnUitary 
camp. No one enjoyed the unencumbered "civil right" of travel 

in and out of the city. Passes were necessary for civilians 
and passwords for members of the military. If challenged r---..----.,..._, __ _ 
by a sentry, the soldier or officer had to provide the prop
er kcounter-sign" or risk arrest - or worse! On November 
17, 1863 - the day that President Lincoln was preparing to 
travel to Gettysburg Cemetery for the dedication cere
monies and the day that most of his official guests took 
the train for that hamlet - the secret word was 

IHSTORY op IU,l.NOIH. 

17iR Tc, fo:tJ: 

"Woodstock." Here is Tim's discovery - the official order Ll 
designating the counter-sign to be used along with the orig- Ti' 1~ AND T f \ I b; ,'-) 
inal transmittal envelope addressed to the field officer of 
the day. Most likely issued by the notorious Lafayette C. 

\ 

Baker- special Provost Marshal of Washington - the sig
nilicance of "woodstock" remains a mystery! 

' It's become pretty obvious that some interesting 
\ things show up on e-Bay, besides the plethora of 

collectibles that merit a one-way trip to the town 
landfill! Rail Splitter Keith Hallam picked up a 

N LY I.IS E lJ I\' I IIIIK. 

...... _ 
,r.._1.,, \\. l'h\\A1u,.,._ 

\ "keeper." It's a book published in 1870, ~ ---.!'~"'"'" 
History or Illinois from 1778-1833; -----===--_..::."~::.-_- __ -_·· _ __1L.--, 

1 and The Life and Times of Ninian 
Edwards. by his son. Ninian W. 

Edwards. No doubt rare and issued in 
very limited numbers, it was published in 

Springfield by the Illinois State Journal Company. What 
makes this volume especially appealing, however, is the inscription 

on the fly leaf "September 2, 1871. Georgie Edwards From her Grandfather Ninian W. 
Edwards." Ninian W. Edwards was Abraham Lincoln's brother-in-law, having married 
Mary's sister Elizabeth. Abe and Mary were married at the Edwards home. A fun, asso-
ciation piece - and a unique find! '----------------~ 
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