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Lincoln's Union League 
Of Philadelphia 

Martin C Carlino ''Gloom was everywhere" 

ithout Lincoln, the Union League would never have existed. (1824-90), noted dramatist and 
And thanks, in some small part, to the League itself, the poet, in a conversation with the 
President prevailed through his darkest hours. distinguished jurist, Judge John W 

bemoaned George H. Boker 

A patriotic group organized at the outset of the Civil I. Hare (1816-1904). Their '------='-=------=---' 
War, the League engaged in activities with resolve and determination chance meeting occurred on 
- all to preserve the Union. Members financed the recruiting of Sansom Street in Philadelphia 
troops; published numerous pro-Union and pro-Lincoln journals: early in November of 1862. In 

The first Union League House at 
1118 Chestnut Street, ca. 1863. 

acted as staunch political advocates for the Republican ticket in their conversation. they referenced the large number of promi-
1864 contributing to Lincoln's reelection bid. Everything their mem- nent Philadelphians who were Confederate sympathizers. What 
bers did demonstrated a unique sense of patriotism. Expressing the disturbed Hare deeply "was that while we, the inhabitants of a 
purpose of the Club, George H. Boker, one of its founders, declared Joyal city were cast down before the iU fortunes of our country, 
the goal of " ... taking treason by the throat." men who were almost in a league with the Southern traitors were 

Other states were encouraged to establish walking with heads high among our people." Hare 
Union Leagues of their own - all based on principles asked Boker if there were any solutions for this grave 
set forth in the charter of the Philadelphia group. situation. Hare continued, "Can we not, at least, with-
Tbe Union League of Philadelphia, not affiJlated with draw from all social relations with disloyal men and 
either the Union League of America or the Loyal set up a society of our own'?" While true that most of 
Union League. remained the most active of all such Philadelphia held antislavery sentiments dear, in 1862 
groups. As noted by William Howard Taft on the hundreds of businessmen in Philadelphia regarded 
104th anniversary of Lincoln's birth, "I never think of Lincoln as a "National menace." Philadelphia, one of 
The Union League that I do not think of Abraham the leading manufacturing centers in the country, got 
Lincoln. It is rarely that one thinks of Abraham wealthy through commercial ties to the South. 
Lincoln and his life, in those lour years of agony in Following their conversation, Boker and Hare vis-
Washington that the spirit of The Union League does not rise ited a mutual friend, Morton McMichael (1807-79), editor and 
before him." Taft, made an honorary member of the League in publisher of the prestigious North American. Wlth his assistance, 
1909, captured the essence of this article - the inseparable pro- they composed a list of potential members that would be invited 
Union identity between Lincoln and the Union League. to the first meeting of a new pro-Union organization. Under 

____ ___: ____________ _c=..._ ____________ ____::._ continued page 3 

FAKE PROVENANCE: 

THE FORGED HANNIBAL HAMUN LIBRARY STAMP 

S 
Norman F Boas and Gary W Woolson 

everal years ago, one of us (NFB) acquired an original, 1850 
nlinois land deed for two lots in Springfield, Illinois. It was for 
tracts of land being transferred from Charles P. Webster, 

Charles W Matheny and his wife, Margaret, to Asa Eastman in the 
"town (now city) of Springfield. " Each of the sellers signed the doc

ument. Their signatures were attested to by Noah W. Matheny, Clerk. 
The Matheny family was well known to Abraham Lincoln. Charles 

Matheny came in frequent contact with him as Clerk of the County 
Commissioner's Office. Noah Matheny was the son of Charles and succeeded 

continued page 28 
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From the Publisher 

"The Union is undergoing a fearful strain; but it is a stout 
old ship, and has weathered many a hard blow, and 'the 
stars in their courses,' aye, an invisible Power greater than 
the puny efforts of men, will light for us . ., 

-Abraham Lincoln, speech in Bloomington, IL, May 29, 1856. 

I ndulge me. This is our first journal since the tragedy of September 11th, 
and I have the need to reflect. My office, just twenty blocks north of what 
is sadly designated as "ground zero," afforded a direct line-of-sight to the 
Twin Towers of the World Trade Center complex. Everyone on my floor 

stood at the windows to watch the names following the first strike. We wit
nessed the second plane go in, and shared in the horror as the first Tower 
came down. At that point, our building was evacuated and I joined the mass
exodus out of lower Manhattan. 

The subways stopped running. The Oood of people prevented cars and 
busses trom moving. The only logical course was to walk north and east... to 
head by foot to the 59th Street Bridge and over to Queens. When I hit 
Fourteenth Street, news of the second Tower c0Uapsi11g spread. By the time I 
reached 28th Street- heading directly up Fifth Avenue - I was struck by the real
ization that I was walking directly toward the Empire State Building, suddenly 
the tallest structure in Manhattan. I quickly changed my course and headed fur
ther east before continuing uptown. Who knew where the next plane would hit? 

The loss of communication-dishes on the W.T.C. rendered cell phones 
inoperable. Dozens queued up at each telephone booth ... markets that 
remained open hurriedly accommodated panic buyers ... every cash-machine 
was being emptied. And through it all, mindJul, somber people mingled with 
one another... more than a million wounded souls all trying to catch their 
breath in a vacuum. It was a surreal clay for all of us ... only to be followed by 
another two months of uncertainty and fear. 

The natural result of 9/11 was to mistrust all our priorities and how we had 
defined our lives. Those who found passion in collecting suddenly questioned 
the IIllllutiae of such pursuits. In the weeks that followed, I spoke with numer
ous collectors, dealers, auctioneers - many with livelihoods dependent on buy
ing and selling memorabilia - and shared the wistful question ~why bother?" 
Granted, everyone knew this was temporal - but how long would it take before 
anyone would want to bother "talking shop?" As it turned out, not long at ail. 

Save for a few sales which suffered the misfortune of poor timing in the 
immediate wake of the disaster, reports began to show a strengthening, 
robust trade. David Yount, commenting on strong prices at a recent auction, 
quipped "what recession?" Rex Stark, with a catalog out the following month, 
sold the classic "Brady" Lincoln ribbon without discount. Moreover, it turns 
out Rex had three examples, each finding a home at a tick under $7,000. Bob 
Raynor reports that his auctions have actually seen an increase in the mun
ber of participants. Such empirical evidence can be found everywhere. And 
why? By definition, what we collect provides historical perspective. from 
such, we all understand that tragedy never alters our course for very long. We 
accept the need to pause and reflect before gradually returning to our sense 
of normalcy. As pointed out by one of my mentors, Dean Rudoy, as long as we 
can find some joy in what we do, is that such a bad thing? 

Peace to you and yours for a healthy, joyous holiday. 
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PUBLIC WORKS 

Rall Splitter Stuart Schneider supplied us with pho
tographs of a Lincoln statue we are unfamiliar with. 

Located on the grounds of the Lamont-Doherty Earth 
Science Laboratories at Columbia University In New 
York City, the bronze statue depicts a young Lincoln 
reading a book while his horse grazes. The work by 
Anna H. Huntington was completed in 1965 and Is 

approximately twelve feet high. It stands in the middle 
at an apple orchard. Perhaps the academicians at 

Columbia hope that their students will be inspired by 
this sculpture. After all ... 

the "fruft does not fall tar from the freer 
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guidelines of confidentially, each poten- the center of controversy. Gibbons pro- tribute with zeal to the immediate work 
tial member received an unsigned note claimed that anything less Lhan total sup- of saving the Union? The only test of 
requesting him to attend. port for Lincoln could be considered admission to the League would be sup--

Boker established himself as a true treason. Sacred to Gibbons was Article port of the Union, and work to suppress 
Lincoln supporter early in the new Two, which stated, "no one should join the aim of the traitors." With the article of 
Administration. He was inspired to write who did not give an unhesitating support unwavering support for Republicanism 
pro-Union war poems after his meeting to Mr. Lincoln and all his measures. It was eliminated, both Democrats and 
with the President on July 20, 1861. John the spirit of Loyalty." Daniel Dougherty Republicans coexisted as members. 
W f'orney (1817-81), a prominent (I 826-92), one of Philadelphia's most During this meeting, Gibbons suggested 
Philadelphia publisher, owner of the prominent Democrats, rose and voiced the name of the organization be changed 
Press, the city's most influential pro- some disagreement: "I am for the Union, from The Union Club to the Union League 
Union paper, had invited Boker to accom- ~--------, r-,-,-====----, of Philadelphia - and all members agreed. 
pany him to Washington to meet the What the Union League accom-
President. By alt accounts the meeting plished in 1863 was extraordinary. As the 
was quite warm and cordial. Lincoln year began, the League decided to lease 
instantly took a liking to Boker ... appreci- the residence of Hartmann Kahn, 1118 
ating his wit and sense of humor. As it Chestnut Street, as their first home until 
turned out, Boker's father, Charles, used a new facility could be built. Officers 
Lincoln as his lawyer back in Springfield. were then chosen. William Morris 
The Evening BuUetin of January 2, 1880 Meredith (1799-1873), a Secretary of the 
recalled this first meeting between George Treasury under President Taylor and 
Boker and Lincoln: "The President asked, Attorney General of Pennsylvania from 
are you the son of Charles S. Boker, of 1861 to 1867, was the first President of the 
Philadelphia? Well, said the President, J Judge John I Hare Charles Gibbons League. The first Vice President was 
was your father's lawyer in Springfield, 'The only test of admission Anything less than total Horace Binney, Jr. (1809-1870), a lawyer, 
and I only wish l had all the money I col- to the League would be support for Lincoln would abolitionist, and President of 
lected and paid to him, for I would have a support the Union, and be considered treason. Philadelphia's Sanitary Commission. 
very handsome fortune." work to suppress the aim of Gibbons represented the McMJchael, Hare, Gibbons and Boker were 

On November 15, 1862, the first for- the traitors.' 'intensity of Republicanism.' chosen as directors. Boker was also cho-
mal meeting of the Union League of sen to be the League's Secretary. A formal 
Philadelphia took place in the residence of opening gala was scheduled for February 
Benjamin Gerhard (1810-64), lawyer, legal not for any Republican president. I'll sup- 23rd, with representatives from various 
author and Provost Marshal for superin- port President Lincoln in any measures states invited. One of the earliest known 
tending the draft in Philadelphia During that will hold the Union together, but no "Union League badges" was created during 
this gathering, Boker was appointed the further. I joined up with the Union Club this period and sold - both wholesale and 
League's Secretary. With only twelve because I know it to be - and will con tin- retail - at the "Satin + Paper Badges Depot" 
attending, the prospects for the organiza- ue to be - a powerful force in the struggle on 147 South Third Street. 
tion seemed limited save for Boker's to hold the states together. I didn't come New York City was represented by 
charisma, fortitude, and intellJgence. here to become a member of some politi- the outspoken Reverend Henry W. 
Described in the press as "the most hand- cal club." Boker vividly described Bellows and Charles Klng, newly appoint-
some man in America,'' Boker hosted the Gibbons' reaction to Dougherty's speech: ed President of Columbia College and 
second gathering at his residence on ''The firm, courteous but unmistakable first President of the Union League Club 
November 22nd where a standing commlt- little speech came like a bolt from the of New York. Following Klng's visit to the 
tee was formed. Charles Gibbons (1814- blue. Gibbons, eyes flashing haughty opening gala, he reflected that "in New 
84), prominent lawyer and abolitionist, anger, and to whom the denial of even the York we wiU gladly imitate the example 
was assigned the task of formulating the elementary truths of Republicanism was set for us and cooperate with you ... We 
articles of the association. He used many even as a sin against the Holy Ghost - are in New York very powerless of good ... 
of the principles in the mission statement Gibbons flashed back a scornlul taunt. It is £it that in the city of the Hall of 
of the 1778 Wins tar Party-an organization Dougherty sat in silence, his face pale, Independence we should come here and 
still in existence in 1862 - that sought to and his lips compressed, his head thrown learn that our government must last for-
advance anti-slavery, anti-violence doc- back, with that look of unbending defi- ever. We carry out your precepts." (Years 
trines and promote scientific discovery. A ance which his friends knew so well." later, in 1879, the self.anointed "historian 
number of members, including McMichael, Although Judge Hare was in sympathy of the Union League movement," 
Boker and Gibbons, were involved in the with Gibbons, he could understand why Reverend Bellows, erroneously conclud-
Wi□star Party. Two days after Christmas, someone would support Lincoln in poli- ed in his book Hlstorjcal Sketch of the 
the association, initially named the Union cies, but at the same time dissent upon Union League Club of New York 1863-
Club, gathered to ratify the articles of the other measures. Hare stated: "Why con- 1.81.9., that the Sanitary Commission gave 
organization - but not without turbulence. cern ourselves with these academic vari- birth to the Union League Club of New 

Unwavering support for Lincoln was ances of opinion if our friends would con- York. (At the time, Bellows was President 
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of the Sanitary Commission.) Chicago, 
Washington, Baltimore, Boston, New York 
and San Francisco became the earliest 
progeny to this first gathering. 
Eventually, the League would also estab
lish franchises in Wisconsin, Ohio, 
Tndiana, lllinois and Kentucky to defeat 
"Copperhead propaganda." 

In 1863, co-founder Benjamin 
Gerhard proposed that a committee be 
established "for the purpose of printing 
and circulating useful information." He 
was assigned the task of setting up a 
Committee of Publications. He selected 
27 members and divided them into three, 
nine-men units. Each member con
tributed $250 to launch the publication 
fund. Within the first 10 months, the pub
lication committee raised more than 
$35,000. They wrote pro-Union and 
Lincoln pamphlets, broadsides, songs, 
and newspapers - all designed to combat 
the Peace-Democrats, Copperheads and 
Southern propaganda - and distributed 
them throughout the country. From the 
League's historical justification for war to 
a published account of Lincoln's asser
tions in the Clement L. Vallandigham case; 
from a pamphlet on recruiting Black 
troops to tracts on patriotism, more than 

Union. Boker with his melodic prose, cap
tured the experiences of Black soldiers: 
"Hundreds on hundreds fell; but they are 
resting well: Scourges and shackles 
strong Never shall do them wrong. 0, to 
the loving few, Soldiers, be just and true! 
Hail them as comrades tried: Fight with 
them side by side; Never, in field or tent, 
scorn the black regiment!" Four weeks 
later, a simultaneous parade was sched
uled for the Philadelphia and New York 
Union League's newly formed Black regi
ments. Due to race riots, the parade was 
canceled In New York. In Philadelphia, 
their procession stepped-off on schedule. 

Following Meade's victory at 
Gettysburg, the League began the 
process of recruiting its second regiment. 

expenses as are not properly borne by 
Government wilJ be defrayed from a fund 
raised by members of the League." They 
raised an additional $33,000 for eleven 
regiments of United States Colored 
Troops throughout Pennsylvania. In 
total, the League allocated over $120,000 
for recruiting and equipping the infantry. 

Eleven days later, on July 15th, a 
minor Government clerk in Washington, 
Walt Whitman, made notes in his diary on 
the race and draft riots in New York City 
that killed thousands: "So the mob has 
risen at last in New York - I have been 
expecting it ... " The Democrat 
(Copperhead) publication Atlas and 
Argus LIIlleashed expressions of hate and 
bigotry. They published anti-Lincoln and 
anti-Union League newspapers and flood
ed the streets with broadsides condemn
ing the League's recruiting of Blacks. 
Headlines read: "Astounding Discovery! 
The Atlas and Argus has the News: and 
the World! The Mothers, Wives and 
Sisters of the members of the New York 
Union League Club about to intermarry 
with the Colored People. Ring the Bells! 

~---------~ Let Minute Guns be fired!! Rouse the 
l'UE lU.ACtc ucu.sm, I People!! Especially the 'friends' of 

one million copies of 71 different ___ ....,....,.....,........,, _ _._.,.,.....,. 
our Governor. Let us have another 
Popular Tumult!! A MAN MAY NOT 
MARRY HIS GRANDMOTHER. documents - some in German -

were published in less than a year. 
Never before had Americans wit
nessed such a flood of printed polit
ical material sweeping across the 
nation. 

1n JLIIle, 276 members of the 
Union League of Philadelphia 
signed a petition requesting 
Secretary Stanton to grant them 
permission to recruit Black regi
ments. Stanton immediately gave 
the League permission to assem
ble three such regiments. The 
League took their cue from 
Governor John Andrews of 

l LA I II \l< 

~ ...... .,.... .. .. ~ ..... 
flw,oll ................. ~ ............ .. .......... ~ ....... ., ... _ ... ..... .......... _ ...................... _ 
~........ ~ ... ~ .... 
0-, ....... w.1_ ........... ..... 

Behold, the evidence that a nigger 
is better than a white man." But the ............ ... .. .,. ...... .. 

~·::::::::~ , _, ...... _ League, nonetheless, persevered. 
===== ::=;::.~ On July 41 18631 the League pre-
=~£- f~~- sented the President with the.Ir first 
:::'-::£"-:= =~~--Union League medal, minted in 
:;:_;:-~:~~-:: ;i~!- gold, making hjm an honorary mem-
::.::;.t!'.:c'= 5:!.t~ ber. The President was delighted by 
:;-_,.._~:""- :"~":...""!."":.:'!. this highest accolade, expressing 
S='.;;':,'!;:-i:= .. ~Z:±--- his gratitude in a letter to Boker on 
~-;;"':-..S,-__ _,, .. , October 24th (written by Hay, 

E,i--:E:'~ ~::.?..=-... felt gratification that I acknowledge ~.==.. E::!:a:.::,-the receipt of your communication 
,._,,., .. __ k___ of the 30th of September, and the 

Massachusetts, who recruited 
the first Black Regiment, the 
famous 54th. Frederick Douglass 
addressed the Philadelphia 
League on serious issues relative 
to training Black soldiers. Moved 

;;:r:::::: .. ""'.!':.-

1

:':?..:-E-:=:-j signed by Lincoln): "It is with heart-

accompanying medal by which I 
About the War. "Abraham Lincoln was found to be the choice of the people. am made an honorary member of 
From that moment he represented In his person the sovereign power of the the Union League o[ Philadelphia. I 
United States of America, subject only to the ceremonies of inauguration.' shaJJ always bear with me the con
And, George Boker·s May 27th 1863 poetic tribute to the Black regiment. sciousness of having endeavored 

by this effort and Douglass' rhetoric, 
Boker composed a poem tJ1at was print
ed as a broadside: The Black Regiment. 
Written in tribute to the First Regiment of 
Louisiana, it became the battle cry for all 
the Black regiments throughout the 

Under the direction of Chairman J. Reese 
Fry, nine regiments of infantry totaling 
10,000 men were fully equipped at the 
expense of the League. To improve 
recruiting, the League offered a $300 
bounty declaring that: "Such necessary 
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to do my duty in the trying times 
through which we are passing, and the 
generous approval of a portion of my fel
low - citizens so intelligent and so patri
otic as those composing your 
Association, assures me that I have not 
wholly failed. I could not ask, and no one 
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could merit, a better reward. Be kind 
enough, sir to convey to the gentlemen 
whom you represent, the assurance of the 
grateful appreciation with which I accept 
the honor you have conferred upon me." 
Lincoln was scheduled to attend an 
Independence Day celebration in 
Philadelphia and receive the award in per
son, but opted to remain in Washington to 
closely monitor progress in the war. 
Identical medals in silver were also given 
to members of Lincoln's Cabinet. 

Two months after Lincoln received 
his honorary membership, John Hay met 
with Boker at the Union League Club. Hay 
was in Philadelphia to shore up 
Republican support in the state. During 
their meeting, Hay was quite impressed 
with the patriotic vigor of Boker. He 
recorded in his notebook in an entry for 
Thursday, September 17th: "The Joya.lty 
of a truly patriotic Philadelphian is of 
that magnificent and uncompromising 
character such as is not seen elsewhere. 
It is carried into every incident of life." 
Hay was seeking support from Boker and 
the Union League in the reelection of 
Pennsylvania's Governor Andrew Curtin. 
The League believed that it was their "patri
otic responsibility" to support Republican 

Governor Curtin in bis reelection campaign 
and the Governor would later attribute his 
success to lbe organization. 

In subsequent correspondence with 
Hay, Boker noted - in confidence - the 
League's disappointment that two 
Cabinet members, Seward and Stanton, 
had not expressed gratitude • much less 
acknowledge - receiving the Union 
League's highest honor. Boker wrote, 
"Cannot these two gentlemen be 
approached in some delicate way that 
will induce them to acknowledge the 
receipt of our testimonial. I would not, in 
any account, have it known that I have 
made this request of you, and my only 
reason for making it is that the neglect of 
these gentlemen has given offense to 
those who most wished to do them an 
honor. Of course, therefore, my sugges
tion is designed to be a friendly one 
towards them, Seward and Stanton, and 
is made for the purpose of pressuring 
friendly relations between them and the 
members of the League." 

Why would members of the 
President's inner-circle show reluctance 
to publicly express their appreciation for 
the Union League? The answer may lie in 
Postmaster General Montgomery Blair 's 

Rockville, Maryland speech of October 
3rd in which he accused the "ultra
Abolitionists of supporting the amalga
mation of black element with the free 
white labor of our land." During Lincoln's 
reelection campaign, Blair caused major 
political problems for Lincoln In 
Philadelphia. On October 23, 1863 Hay 
recorded in his diary the Union League's 
staunch reaction to Blair's speech: " I 
spoke to the President today about Blair 
• his Rockville speech and the action of 
the Union League of Philadelphia leaving 
out his name in resolutions electing the 
Cabinet honorary members of the 
League." Although Seward and Stanton 
expressed no great affection for Blair, 
these two Cabinet members may have 
withheld, in protest, acknowledging their 
receipt of the Union League medals. A 
few weeks later, Secretary Stanton appar
ently reconsidered the wisdom of this -
he wrote to Boker to thank him for the sil
ver medal: "In this great contest of a free 
Republican Government against slave
holding treason and rebellion, your 
League has borne a very distinguished 
and efficient part." No such expression 
ever arrived from Secretary Seward. 
Ironically, both Seward and President 

LINCOLN'S ASSASSINS: THEIR TRIAL AND EXECUTION: AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 
James L. Swanson and Daniel R. Weinberg 

It was the crime of the nineteenth century, and il lead to the most notorious trial in 
American history. This important book resurrects these events by presenting an 
w1precedcntcd visual record of over 300 color illustrations of contemporary 
photographs, documents, prints, woodcuts, newspapers, pamphlets, books and 
artifacts-many hid1erto unpublished. It is the first illustrated history of the arrest, trial, 
and execution of the assassins. The authors report not only what happened, but also 
how what happened was reported to the American people, illustrating the events 
through the prism of nineteenth century American popular culture and society. 
Hardbound, dustjadket, 160 pages. $45.00 

uSwanson and Weinberg carry the reader across the boundaries of time and space, bringing the Spring and 
Summer of 1865 into b.rilliant focus.,, -DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN 

"The pictures are vivid and haunting, the text authontative and n·veting. Lovers of history, and those of the 
World Trade Center generation who may have forgotten the horrors of the pasl, wiD be botl1 absorbed and 
ennched by this book.,, -HAROLD HOIZER 

Signed. First Editions arc available exclusively from the Abraham Lincoln Book Shop late in October. 
Please Call, Fax, Mail or use the secure link al www.ALincolnBookShop.com to order your copy Lodayl 

Abraham Lincoln Book Shop, luc., 357 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60610 
312/944-3085 312/944-5549 (fax) Llncolnian@aol.com www.ALincohu3ookShop.com 
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Anti-Union league tract: "Are not the mothers, 
wives, and sisters of the members of the New 
York Union League Club, and the daughters of 

this great metropolis, about to marry the officers 
and men of the 20th U.S. Colored Troops ... A 
MAN MAY NOT MARRY HIS GRANDMOTHER." 

Behold the logic of the Atlas and Argus! 

Andrew Johnson would be banned from 
the Union League in 1867, an "appropri
ate response" to what members believed 
were anti-Lincoln reconstruction plans. 

Among the "more lasting" legacies of 
the League - and, more specifically, 
George Boker, are his souvenir copies of 
the Emancipation Proclamation. With 
assistance from Joha Hay, forty-eight 
copies, signed by the President, 
Secretary Seward, and John Nicolay, were 
sent to the League to be sold at 
Philadelphia's Great Central Fair in June 
of 1864. Boker personally paid to have 
these custom designed and printed. In 
this effort, he enlisted assistance from 
two former Princeton classmates, 
Charles G. Leland and Bayard Taylor. the 
renowned poet. It would be at Leland's 
exhibit booth where the "Boker Copies" 
would be sold - at a cost of ten dollars 
each. On October 26th, Lincoln gave the 
original copy of the Emancipation 
Proclamation to the ladies in charge of 
the Sanitary Falr in Chicago. 

As expected, in 1864 the Union 
League unanimously endorsed the 
reelection of Abraham Lincoln. At their 
January 11th gathering, Boker recorded 

McMichael's resolution to the members: 
"Whereas, The skill, courage, fidelity and 
integrity with which, in a period of unpar
alleled trial, Abraham Lincoln has con
ducted the administration of the National 
Government have won for him the high
est esteem and the most affectionate 
regard of his grateful countrymen." 
McMichael's declaration resonated in 
every Pennsylvania newspaper. And a 
copy "in elegant calligraphy" was for
warded to Lincoln. Boker also wrote his 
manifesto on the reelection of Lincoln, 
entitled The Will of The People, in which 
he defended Lincoln's record in prose
cuting the war. He argued that the 
Lincoln administration never acted inde
pendently, "But allowed public opinion to 
formulate itself," followed always by the 
"expressed will oi the people... You 
roused the public mind to a true sense of 
the situation; you formed a patriotic cen
ter around which the friends of the coun
try could rally; you upheld the flag of the 
Union in a divided community." 

In these critical months, with the 
election results in doubt, League Vice 
President Horace Binney, Jr., articulated 
the major role the group would play in 
Philadelphia's Sanitary Fair. A commit
tee of 76 led by Henry Charles Lea (1825-
1909), a pamphleteer and respected pub
lisher, was appointed to plan "for the 
renomination and to use aJJ proper 
means to aid in his [Lincoln's] reelec
tion." Lea's pamphlets were notable for 
their immediate and powerful appeal to 
the average reader, the man on the street 
to whom they were generaJJy leveled. In 
his three 1864 pamphlets: To the Soldiers 
of the Union; A Democratic Peace; and The 
Democralic Times, Lea urged the public 
to view George McClellan not as a hero 
but as an incompetent presidential can
didate. He also exposed information 
gathered on various anti-Union groups. 
Defending Lincoln's position on slavery, 
Lea condemned Bishop Hopkins' asser
tion that the Bible endorsed slavery. 
Reviewing Hopkins' work for the North 
American Review, "A Scriptural, 
Ecclesiastical and Historical View of 
Slavery form Abraham to the Nineteenth 
Century," Lea pointed out Hopkins' igno
rance of history and his "misinterpreta
tion of Scripture." He concluded: "We are 
giving too much space to a book whose 
only claim to notice is the dignity of its 
author. Too shallow to possess value as 
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The Union League medal. Lincoln received 
an example struck in gold. 

an historical essay, too verbose and full 
for a political pamphlet, it must speedily 
sink into the limbo of the forgotten, curi
ous only to the inquirer into the aberra
tions of the human intellect." Lincoln 
interviewed Lea April 18th, and praised 
his campaign efforts and his remarkable 
work on Philadelphia's Bounty 
Commission. Lea would take an active 
role in the Sanitary Fair. 

Established at the onset of the Civil 
War, the Sanitary Commission was the 
1860s equivalent to the modern Red 
Cross. In their second publication, issued 
May 23, 1861, Henry W. Bellows, 
Chairman, stated the objective of the 
commission: " ... to bear upon the health, 
comfort, and morale of our troops, the 
fullest and ripest teachings of Sanitary 
Science in Its application to military life, 
whether deducted from theory or practi
cal observation from general hygienic 
principles from the experience of the 
Crimean, the East Indian, and the Italian 
wars. Its objectives are purely advisory." 
To raise money and promote a grand 
expression of patriotism, the Sanitary 
Commission produced - on a majestic 
scale - Sanitary Fairs in major cities 
throughout the Union. The proceeds from 
sales of art, photos, books, autographs 
and relics, food and theatrical ente1tain
ment was used to provide medical care 
for both active troops and veterans. 

As June approached, excitement 
overcame Philadelphia - would the 
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President visit their Great Central Sanitary Fair? On May 23, 1864 
the Chairman of the Executive Committee, John Welsh, invited 
Lincoln to the dedication. Ln his letter, Walsh stressed the impor
tance of the President attending: " ... the Executive Committee 
look to you our Chief Magistrate as the one to dedicate our spon
taneous ofJerings, many of them the fruits of self-denial and all of 
them of deep sympathy for the suffering, to the holy purpose for 
which they are given." If the President could not, in fact, attend, 
Welsh asked Lincoln to "appoint some one to 
represent you on the occasion." Lincoln 
appointed Bishop Mathew Simpson to han
dle that honor, a friend whom he considered 
one of the country's greatest orators. 

After the President declined- on sever
al occasions - to visit the Fair, a Philadelphia ru~!-;ir:mn"!lii 
committee composed of James A. Stevens, 
W. H. Ashurst, Thomas Webster and N. 8. '' 

After endless toasts and honors at the evening banquet, 
when it was time for the League's reception committee to escort 
the President to the club headquarters, they were unable to 
locate their honored guest. While Boker, Gibbons and McMichael 
were on 20th Street, the Presidential party was escorted in a 
torch-light parade by the League's Tenth Ward, with banners fly
ing and bands playing the "Star-Spangled Banner." As Lincoln's 
carriage approached the League House. ''the ladies of the League 

enthusiastically waved their handkerchiefs, 
and on the League steps stood many cheer
ing members. The building was illuminated 
in honor of the occasion and the glow of 
myriad gas jets lit up Chestnut Street in front 
of the League with the brightness of day
light. A series of small gas jets on the outside 
spelled out the League's first motto: 'God 
and our Country.'" 

Brown was appointed to journey to 
Washington and urge him and Mrs. Lincoln 
to attend. At 7:00 am on Thursday, June 
16th, the President along with his wife, their 
son Tad - in the company of Cuthbert Bullitt 
of New Orleans, Judge Campbell of California, 
J. R. McCartney of the Daily Morning 

The Lincolns stayed at The Continental Hotel 
while visiting the Fair in Philadelphia. 

With the welcoming committee lost in 
the crowds, Lincoln was greeted at the club 
by Daniel Dougherty, Philadelphia's most 
prominent Democrat. Dougherty opposed 
Lincoln during the inception of the League 
but now embraced the President's reelec-

Chronicle, and the Philadelphia committee, boarded a special 
train for Philadelphia. They arrived four and a half hours later. 
Along the route to Lhe Continental Hotel, large throngs assembled 
on Chestnut Street hoping for a glimpse of the President. A large 
procession including the Lincoln party arrived at the Continental 
Hotel at noon, and was greeted by the Union League's Boker, 
Gibbons and McMichael. A Delegation of Ladies, including wives 
of Union League members, entertained Mrs. Lincoln. Following 
Lincoln's acceptance of the League's invitation to visit the Union 
League Club, Alexander Henry, Mayor of Philadelphia, and mem
bers of the City Council received the President. 

From the official opening of the fair on June 7th to the clos
ing ceremonies on June 28th, more than twelve thousand people 
attended each day. Over one million dollars was raised; 1,500 
works of art were exhibited in " ... the longest art gallery ever seen 
in America." A million and a half feet of lumber was used to cover 
two hundred thousand square feet, and forty huge buildings 
were erected to form the infrastructure of the Fair. First reaction 
when entering the grounds "was that of wonder." The magnifi
cent proportion of buildings combined with extraordinary beau
ty of decorations left people speechless. Members of all social 
classes felt a sense of belonging to something unique - an unpar
alleled expression of patriotism. 

At 4:00 pm, the President's party - escorted by 
Philadelphia's First City Troop - made their way in a grand car
riage led by two gray horses. Union League and Sanitary Fair 
reception committees accompanied the President. Cheering 
crowds assembled to form a parade behind the city's most hon
ored guest. They reached Union Avenue and Eighth Street, the 
main entrance of the Fair, at 4:15. With its Gothic arches, Union 
Avenue, representing the architectural grandeur of Europe, was 
the principal street running through the lair - what later fairs 
would call the "midway." Throngs of people engulfed Union 
Avenue to see the President, preventing him from approaching 
the majority of exhibits. 
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tion efforts with a warm welcome: "When 
you were in Philadelphia on your last visit, I opposed you politi
cally. But preserving the Union and holding it together has 
placed us side by side in the common purpose ... " Dougherty 
encouraged the President to say a few words before entering the 
Union League. Lincoln responded: "I thank you for your kind wel
come. L am happy at the opportunity of visiting The Union 
League of Philadelphia, Lhe first, I believe, of the Union Leagues 
- an organization free from political prejudices and prompted in 
its formation by motives of the highest patriotism. I have many 
times heard of its doing great good and no one has charged it 
with doing any wrong ... " Lincoln then entered the League house 
and spent the rest of the evening having dinner with the mem
bers, enjoying the endless hand-shaking, and "countless jokes 
and stories." When the President was ready to leave the League 
house at midnight, he addressed the cheering crowd outside: 
"Fellow Citizens, I am very grateful tonight for this reception 
which you have tendered me. l will not make a speech. I came 
among you thinking that my presence might do some good 
towards swelling the contributions of the great Fair and aid of 
the Sanitary Commission, who intend it for the soldiers in the 
field. While at the Fair I said a few words which I thought proper 

The Sanitary Fairgrounds. Philadelphia, 1864. 
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to say in connection with it. At the solicitation of the Union League 
1 speak to you and, in conclusion, I thank you for this great demon
stration which you have paid me, and beg you will excuse me." He 
then returned to the Continental 1-lotel, but promised to return for 
the dedication of the new League house when completed. 

But two days after Lincoln's visit, a political crisis erupted 
in Philadelphia. On June 18th, Lincoln summoned Cornelius 
Walborn, Postmaster of Philadelphia, to discuss a New York 
Tribune article from the previous day. Dispatched from 
Washington, the piece stated that Postmaster Walborn was 
instructed by Postmaster General Blair to "use his official influ
ence to prevent the renomination of Judge William D. Kelly," a 
friend and staunch supporter of Lincoln. Walborn, who denied 
the accusations in the Tribune the following day, was accused of 
influencing two to three hundred employees in the Post Office. 
Lincoln wrote on June 20th: "A complaint is made to me that you 
(Walburn) are using your ollicial power to defeat Judge Kelly's 
renomination to Congress. 1 am well satisfied with Judge Kelly as 
an M.C. and I do not know that the man who might supplant him 
would be as satisfactory ... all our friends should have absolute 
freedom of choice among our friends. My wish therefore is that 
you will do just as you think fit with your suffrage in the case, 
and not constrain any of your subordinates to do other than as 
he thinks fit with his ... " But this political problem persisted. 

On June 28th, Lincoln summoned League members 
McMichael and John Forney to Washington to discuss the 
actions of Postmaster Walborn. But due to a scheduling problem, 
the meeting never took place. Forney wrote to Lincoln on August 
3rd: 'The political condition of the district represented by the 
Hon. D. KelJy is such that your immediate interposition is neces
sary. He is clearly the choice of the Union people." Finally, on 
August 5, in a confidential letter, Lincoln wrote to McMichael 
stating that the problem with Walborn had deteriorated: "He 
(Walborn) promised me to strictly follow this. I am now told that, 
of the employees in the Post-Office, not one of them is openly for 
Judge Kelly. This, if true, is not accidental. Left to their free choice, 
there can be no doubt that a large number of them, probably as 
much or more than half, would be for Kelly. And if they are for him, 
and are not restrained they can put it beyond question by publicly 
saying so. Please tell the Postmaster he must find a way to relieve 
me from the suspicion that he is not keeping his promise to me in 
good faith." Walborn would continue to deny all accusations. 

As the November election neared, the League focused their 
energies. In October, they issued an appeal to the people o[ 
Pennsylvania entitled Address by The Union league of 
Philadelphia to The Citizens of Pennsylvania in favor of the 
Reelection of Abraham Lincoln. They stressed that "The stake of 
this war is no less than our country ... " and " ... the object of our 
enemies is to destroy it." Discussing Lincoln's principles, the 
League wrote: "The platform is so plain and clear that no one can 
misunderstand it. It means the restoration of Peace and Union by 
victory over armed rebeJJion. It means the preservation of peace 
and Union by the destruction of slavery, by the punishment of 
treason, and by just and generous treatment of our countrymen 
in the South ... " ln conclusion, they wrote: "He is the guiding and 
sustaining spirit and will of Executive power, and its action will 
be in harmony with his character. For this reason, fellow citizens, 
and with deep and solemn sense of the responsibility we 
assume, and of the vast consequences involved in your decision, 
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we come forward to urge the reelection of Abraham Lincoln." 
From the close of the Sanitary Fair through the eve of the election, 
the League issued 22 pamphlets with 560,000 copies printed; 24 
different broadsides printed in large quantities; and tremendous 
amounts of other campaign ephemera including the infamous Salt 
River Tickets. They published their own campaign newspaper, the 
Union league Gazette, with ten issues printed over six weeks and 
over one million copies distributed throughout the Union. 

Lincoln's victory was an affirmation of the League's tremen
dous struggle to uphold the Union. The League was especially 
proud of Lhe overwhelming victory Lincoln achieved in 
Pennsylvania and among Union soldiers throughout the North. A 
huge parade was held In front of the League house to celebrate. 
Not resting on their laurels, the League continued to support 
Union troops - raising three more regiments in 1864 - and con
tinued to supply military hospitals in the state. 

To celebrate the fall of Richmond on April 3rd, Charles 
Gibbons led a ceremony at Independence Hall to "Commemorate 
the fall of the Confederate capital." Only one day following the 
departure of the Eighth Union Regiment for the South on April 
8th - Lee surrendered at Appomattox Court House - and the 
Union League celebrated once again with a 200-gun salute. 

On Saturday morning, April 15th, news of Lincoln's assassi
nation reached Philadelphia. The City was shocked beyond 
belief with emotions ranging from grief to vengeful anger. Mayor 
Henry declared the City in an official state of mourn
ing. The Union League called for a special meeting 
only hours after receiving the inconceivable news. At 
2:00 pm that afternoon, J. Gillingham Fell (1817-78), a 
shipping merchant, mine operator and the second 
President of the League, called the meeting to order: 
"Gentlemen: I have called you together for the pur
pose of annow1cing officially the awful calamity which 
has befallen the nation in the assassination of its Chief 
Magistrate. We stand in wonder at the Providence of 
God, and are made to know that his ways are not our 
ways." Resolutions were then adopted "that the members of the 
Union League be requested to assemble in Concert Hail, on 
Monday the 17th instant at I 2:00 noon, to take such action as 
they may deem necessary in view of the awful calamity which 
has just befallen the nation." Boker recorded the members' tes
taments during this mournful assemblage. To endorse the new 
President, and send a stern message to the South, the League 
immediately presented President Johnson with their gold medal, 
backed by a promise "to sustain (him) by all our 
efforts in the same principles and purpose which 
his predecessor has now sealed as a martyr, with 
his blood.'' Before the day ended, the city was com-
pletely draped in black. 

With anger in their hearts, the Union League 1ss~. 
assembled on Monday, April 17th, at Philadelphia's tnUON 

Concert Hall. Morton McMichael addressed the LlUGUB. 

throng: "What a change do we witness today! ~ 
Gladness is converted into grief; the sable ~ 
draperies of woe replace the gorgeous emblems of lall.lll lall 

joy; the din of festive preparation has ceased. .. . ..::":"",_ 
For alas! Alas! Our good, our true, our honest, our 
noble, our dearly cherished President is dead!" To 
calm the angry crowd, McMichael introduced 
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Reverend Phillips Brooks who offered a prayer: "We pray not for 
vengeance, but for justice." Next, Horace Binney, Jr. read a pre
amble and resolutions to members of the League, with Charles 
Gibbons seconding the resolutions, declaring "Treason has done 
its worst! Nor steel, nor poison, nor malice domestic, foreign levy 
- nothing can touch him further. Slavery has done its worst! Its 
hatred of all that is just and pure, its malevolence, its brutality, 
its violence, its heartlessness, its treachery, its defiance of every 
law, human and Divine, are all embodied in that miserable assas
sin who murdered our good President as he sat, In supposed 
security, in the capital of our country, by the side of his wile." 

After numerous members offered tributes of their own, John 
C. Knox put forward a resolution that "contained a warning of the 
possibility of a new rebelllon by the South of which the assassi
nation was felt to be a harbinger." The last resolution was deliv
ered by John H. Towne: "Resolved, That the Board of Directors 
be requested to devise some proper badge of mourning to be 
worn by members of the League and their families for the next 
thirty days." With Towne's resolution adopted, McMichael 
adjourned the proceedings. Both the Philadelphia and New York 
Union Leagues occupied prominent positions in Lincoln's 
Washington funeral service. 

On AprU 22nd at 4:30 pm, with the thunder of minute guns, 
mournful crowds assembled at the train station as the body of 
the President arrived in Philadelphia. Informed that Lincoln's 
body would pass through their city, officials along with Union 
League members arranged this somber event. The League 
appointed Thomas Stewardson, Jr., to form a committee to 
"receive the body of the President when it arrives at 
Independence Hall." A half-million people flooded the streets of 

downtown Philadelphia hoping to view their fallen President. 
Twenty-four Army and Navy officers, who formed the Guard of 
Honor, received the "honored dead" from the depot - and trans
ported the coffin into a walling hearse. As the Union League 
band played funeral dirges, the procession route - from Broad 
Street to Independence Square - traveled in darkness with 
throngs or people lining the procession. When the column 
reached Independence Hall, "the hearse door opened, a brilliant 
flare of calcium lights illuminated the scene, the glow coming 
from alternate red and white and blue lamps fitted with colored 
glass." The League provided the lights. Such a surreal effect, the 
North American commented on the scene, "It remained for this 
city to produce such effects to such advantage." As the Union 
League band accompanied the cortege, filling the air with dirges 
and hymns, League members carried the coffin into 
Independence Hall and placed the martyred President opposite 
the symbol of freedom: the Liberty Bell. 

The Union League was among the first to view their fallen 
Chieftain. At 8:00, the Hall opened, but only to those holding a 
special pass. League members, city officials, and a selected few 
were admitted through the "county court's door on Sixth below 
Chestnut." The Philadelphia Daily News complained about this 
group as the "privileged few" - and referred to this first wave of 
mourners as the "champions of the people." At midnight, the Hall 
closed to prepare for the masses. League members departed 
with a profound sense of sorrow. 

In those two days in April, over 300,000 mournfully viewed 
the body of Lincoln. Philadelphia was at a stand-still with public 
schools closed for the week. Oliver Wendell Holmes, upon read
ing Boker's poem Our Heroic Themes, requested the author to 
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read his poem before the Phi Beta Kappa Society at Harvard. 
Holmes believed Boker's poem was one of the finest eulogies on 
Lincoln. League member Lea, in his last pamphlet on the war, The 
Record of the Democratic Party, published In the summer of 1865, 
expressed his feelings: "Since the surrender ol the rebels, and 
the assassination of Mr. Lincoln also, the hopelessness of the 
cause of slavery and state's rights has stilled all rising agitation; 
and the mourning ol a nation has forced those who lately 
attacked our chief Magistrate with ceaseless venom to besmirch 
his memory with yet more nauseous praise." And privately Lea 
reflected on Lincoln: "History presents many grander figures 
than that of Abraham Lincoln, but none who will preserve so 
firm a hold upon the affections of a people." 

J 
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From Rail-SPiitter to Icon 
Lincoln's lmapt i11 lllu.srrauJ Paiod1cal.r, 1S6o-1"6'S Gao L. llr,nk,r 

ln the eclipse of April 15th, construction of the Union League 
House above Broad Street was delayed. When the League was 
notified in early 1864 that their lease would not be renewed at 
1118 Chestnut Street, combined with Increased membership 
approaching 1,000, members voted to erect a house of their own. 
While the house was being built, the Union League moved to 
1210 Chestnut Street. The building next door was also rented by 
the League and utilized as Its "recruiting office for colored sol
diers." Daniel Smith, Jr. (1790-1884) was appointed Chairman of a 
committee to make plans and organize the construction of a 
League house. The entire cost of land and house was to be 
$120,000, for whlch the trustees subsequently, on transferring 
title, took a mortgage for the full amount, payable in twenty 
years. A few members privately purchased a large rectangular lot 
on the west side of Broad Street between Sansom and Moravian. 
John Fraser, a prominent architect, and John Crump, builder, 
were hired by the League. Fraser designed the tl1ree-story 
League house in French Renaissance style with brick and brown
stone facade - reflecting the fashion of the day. 

Llncoln had promised to attend the grand opening of the Union 
League house. That celebration was planned for May 11, 1865, but 
was cancelled. Instead, a grand reception was held the following 
month at which General Grant was the honored guest. He shook 
hands with visitors for three hours. Grant was given a house on 
Chestnut Street as a gift, presented to him by the citizens of 
Philadelphia. The League, dissatisfied with President Johnson's veto 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1866, endorsed Grant for President in 1867. 

The Union League of Philadelphia has maintained the same 
building for the past 136 years. Numerous expansions have been 
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undertaken to encompass one quarter-million square feet of 
space occupying an entire city block in the heart of Philadelphia. 
Inside, eight floors of wood-paneled walls are adorned with art 
representing the history of the Union League. In l866, political 
unrest in Philadelphia resulted in a fire that destroyed numerous 
artifacts and documents - Including the League's own Boker 
copy of the Emancipation Proclamation. The League pays 
homage to their roots in its Lincoln 1-lall, exhibiting their histori
cal collection of paintings - including Edward D. Marchant's 
from-liie 1863 portrait of Lincoln, the only image of Lincoln in 
white-tie formal attire. 

In The Lincoln 
Memorial Room, pic
tured at right, with its 
three paneled, stained 
glass windows to honor 
the three branches of 
the armed services, 
walls "commemorate 
the League's participa
tion in the Civil War." 
The focal point of the 
Lincoln Memorial Room is a life-size bronze statue of Lincoln 
executed by John Otto Schweizer. The study, capturing Lincoln's 
resolute attitude, stands in a recessed niche of pale marble 
against the west wall. The motto of the League, Amor Patriae Ducil, 
is engraved in the marble behind the statue. Across the west wall, 
the Gettysburg Address is carved lo gilt letters. John Gribbel, 
President of the League in 1915, donated a copy of the Boker 
Emancipation Proclamation to replace that lost years earlier. It 
remains prominently displayed in the Lincoln Memorial Room. 

From those early campaign endorsements in the 1860s, the 
Union League of Philadelphia continues to award presidents, gen
erals, politicians, entertainers, educators and industrialists their 
Gold Medal and honorary memberships. The League remains 
politically active as a private Republican club with involvement 

in most of Pennsylvania's statewide 
elections. And, of all the Union 
Leagues across the country buJlt on 
the model created in Philadelphia, 
only the New York League survives. 

The struggle was immense. And 
what the Union League of 
Philadelphia accomplished in those 
dark days during the Civil War was 
astounding. In the face of tremen
dous anti-Lincoln sentiment led by 
pro-slavery Democrats, Copperheads 
and Southern sympathizers, they 
persevered. Inspired by Lincoln's 
vision of the Union, George H. Boker, 
and a few courageous gentle- ~---------~ 
men organized The Union 
League of Philadelphia. At first 
their objectives were modest, 
but as the Civil War progressed, 
the League met the challenge. 
They offered Important military 
support, defended Lincoln's 
policies, and circulated endless 
amounts of pro-Union material. 
During Lincoln's reelection 
campaign, the League was 
instrumental in capturing 
Pennsylvania. When their 
leader fell, they "hymned the 
national sorrow over the bier of The Union League as it appears today. 
the martyr Lincoln." The Union 
League of Philadelphia In 1862 
created a burst of patriotism throughout the Union with its res
onating motto ''Love of Country Leads." We experience shades of 
this expression of patriotism in our present time. t?r> 

THE EMANCWATION PROCIAMATION: THE DOCUMENT THAT SAVED AMERICA 

"All persons held as slaves 
within said designated states 
and parts of states are, and 
henceforward shall be, free ... " 

Seth Kaller 

T
he Emancipation Proclamation was 
the single most important act of 
Lincoln's presidency. The prelimi
nary proclamation, announced on 
September 22, 1862, warned 

Southern states that if they did not aban
don the war they would lose their slaves. 
As the final version took full effect on 
January 1, 1863, slavery In the United 
States at last approached Its demise, 

allowing the nation to take the crucial 
first steps in granting citizenship to 
African-Americans. 

Rarely has a single document affect
ed so much of the nation's history-per
haps no other besides the Declaration of 
Independence so clearly created the 
vision of a new future. In sounding the 
death-knell of slavery, the national gov
ernment took a decisive stand on the 
most contentious issue in the country's 
history. American society was remade in 
the Northern image, without a counter
balancing "Slave Power" in the national 
government. The rural, agricultural, 
slavehol<llng South gave way as the 
United States joined several western 
European nations In embracing a future 

of Industrial capitalism-with all the cul
tural change that came with It. 

The text of the Proclamation reveals 
the major themes of the Civil War: the 
importance of slavery to the war effort 
on both sides, the courting of border 
states, Llncoln's hopes that the rebel
lious states could somehow be con
vinced to come back into the Union, the 
role of Black soldiers, constitutional and 
popular constraints on emancipation, 
the future place of Black people In 
American society and America's place in 
a worldwide movement toward the abo
lition of slavery. 

In addition to the moral impact of 
this "sincerely believed ... act of Justice," 
the Proclamation aided the Union cause 

continued on next page 
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tangibly and decisively. It deprived the 
Confederacy of essential labor by giving 
slaves a reason to escape to Union lines. It 
encouraged the enlistment of Black sol
diers, who made a crucial contribution to 
the war effort. It restrained England and 
France, which had already abolished slav
ery, from pursuing their economic Inter
ests and supporting the Confederacy. 
Lincoln summed up the Proclamation's 
importance in 1864: "No human power can 
subdue this rebellion without using the 
Emancipation lever as I have done" 
(McPherson, 769). 

As historian John Hope Franklin has 
written, Lincoln's Proclamation "was a 
step toward the extension of the ideal of 
equality about which Jefferson had writ
ten" in the Declaration of Independence. 
And in time, "the greatness of the docu
ment dawned upon the nation and the 
world. Gradually, it took its place with the 
great documents of human freedom" 
(Franklin, 143-144). 

The Sanitary Fairs were created to 
raise money for sick and wounded sol
diers, and to improve conditions in mili
tary camps. According to historian James 
McPherson, 

" ... two soldiers died of disease for 
every one killed in battle ... Disease hit Civil 
War armies in two waves. The first was an 
epidemic of childhood maladies, mainly 
measles and mumps... The second wave 
consisted of camp and campaign diseases 
caused by bad water, bad food, exposure 
and mosquitoes. These included the princi
pal kiUer diseases of the Civil War: dysen
tery, typhoid and malaria." 

A soldier in the Civil War was ten 
times more likely to die of disease than a 
soldier in World War I. The Sanitary Fair's 
role in ameliorating conditions was of 
paramount importance, and Lincoln's sup
port of the Sanitary Commission, though 
given begrudgingly at first, grew warmly as 
its work progressed. The Great Central 
Sanitary Fair, held in Philadelphia's Logan 
Square June 7-29, 1864, had the honor of 
being the only event of its kind attended 
by President Lincoln. His address, deliv
ered on June 16, caused such an outpour
ing of emotions among spectators that offi
cials decided it would be dangerous for 
him to attend another. His impassioned 
speech explained the importance of the 
Sanitary Commission's work: 

"War at its best, is terrible, and this war 
of ours, in its magnitude and in its duration 

is one of the most terrible . ... it has carried 
mourning to almost every home, until it can 
almost be said that the 'heavens are hung in 
black.' Yet the war continues . . . The 
Sanitary Commission, with all its benevo
lent labors ... [has] contributed to the com
fort and relief of the soldiers.... The 
Commission provides voluntary contribu
tions, given zealously, and earnestly, on top 
of all the disturbances of business. of all the 
disorders, of all the taxation, and of all the 
burdens that the war has imposed upon us, 
giving proof that the national resources are 
not at all exhausted, and that the national 
spirit of patriotism is even firmer and 
stronger than at the commencement of the 
war." (Basler, 394-396.) 

The Sanitary Commission also 
allowed those at home to reel as if they 
were a part of the war effort. When 
Northerners attended lairs, donated 
money or goods or volunteered their time, 
they were actively aiding "their" soldiers 
at the front. Autographs or leading 
Americans were often sold at the Sanitary 
Fairs. However, only the Great Central 
Sanitary Fair commissioned a printing of 
the Proclamation. 

The present dramatic printing was 
created by two eminent Philadelphia men 
dedicated to the Union and profoundly 
opposed to slavery. Charles Godfrey 
Leland (1824-1903) studied with transcen
dentalist Amos Bronson Alcott as a youth 
and later attended Princeton. A successful 
journalist, from 1857 he was the editor of 
Graham's magazine, and in 1862 he took 
charge of lhe Continental Monthly, a 
Boston paper dedicated to the Union 
cause. ln that role he later claimed to have 
"coined the term emancipation as a sub
stitute for the disreputable term abolition" 
©AB). In 1863, he enlisted in a 
Pennsylvania artillery regiment that 
fought at Gettysburg. George Henry Boker 
(1823-1890), his partner in this edition of 
the Emancipation Proclamation, was the 
scion of a Philadelphia banking family and 
also attended Princeton. A founder of the 
Union League Club of Philadelphia, Boker 
was active in raising funds for the Union 
wounded and aiding families of soldiers 
and sailors. During the Civil War, he pub
lished a poem, Tardy George, critical of 
Genera] McClellan, and another entitled 
The Black Regiment. 

Only forty-eight copies of this 
"Authorized Edition" were printed, and 
signed by Lincoln. We cannot be sure how 
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The Leland-Boker "Authorized Edition" of the 
Emancipation Proclamation, printed as a spe

cial souvenir to be sold at the Philadelphia 
Great Central Sanitary Fair of June 7-29, 

1864. Signed by Abraham Lincoln. William 
Seward, and John Nicolay, as Priva1e 

Secretary to the President, attesting to this as 
"A true copy. with the autograph signatures of 
the President and Secretary of State.· January 

1, 1863 (1864]. Measuring 17 x 21", this 
example is currently being offered for sale by 

Kaller Historical Documents, Inc. of New Jersey. 

Census ot Leland-Boker Signed 
Proclamations 

Of the 48 copies signed by Lincoln -
, the following are known to remain extant: 

The British Museum, London 
The Huntington Library, Pasadena. California 
The Library of Congress. Washington, DC 
The National Archives, Washington, DC 
University of Chicago Library, Chicago 
Illinois State Historical Library, Springfield 
New York Historical Society, New York 

• Gilder-Lehrman Collection (2 copies), NY 
Lincoln Museum. Fl Wayne, IN 
Brooklyn Historical Society, NY 
Forbes Collection. New York, NY 
Meisel University. Tokyo, Japan 
H. Ross Perot, Dallas, TX 

' Dr. Charles Olson 
Private. major Llncofn collector 
Private Trust (per Christie's) 
Kaller Historical Documents, Inc. 
• And two others believed to still be in private • 
collections not detailed above. 
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many survived the war or its aftermath. In all probability, about 
half still exist, most by now in museums and libraries. 

The Writing of the Emancipation Proclamation 

Lincoln's stance on emancipation evolved over the course 
of the war. At the beginning, he aimed only to keep the Union 
together, regardless of slavery. In a message to Congress on July 
4, 1861, Lincoln restated that he had "no purpose, directly or indi
rectly, to interfere with slavery in the States where it exists" 
(McPherson, 312). In 1862, freeing slaves became, in McPherson's 
words, "a means to victory, not yet an end in itself," as the gov
ernment decided to confiscate slaves as "contraband of war." 
Lincoln privately told advisers, "We must free the slaves or be our
selves subdued. The slaves were undeniably an element of 
strength to those who had their service, and we must decide 
whether that element should be with us or against us" 
(McPherson, 504). By 1864, Lincoln insisted on both reunion and 
emancipation as preconditions of any peace negotiations, even 
though he was sure it would cost him the election. And by the 
war's end the President, who commended Black soldiers and 
sailors for their decisive role in the Union victory, supported not 
only freedom but suffrage for Black veterans. Finally, in promot
ing the Thirteenth Amendment (1865), which formally ended slav
ery, Lincoln was finally willing to change the Constitution itself. 

Major Thomas Thompson Eckert, the chief of the War 
Department's telegraph staff, recalled the quiet drama of watch
ing the President draft his famous document. Lincoln often went 
to the War Department building to wait, head in hands, for 
telegraphed news of battles. In the !irst week of July 1862, he 
asked Eckert for some paper, "as he wanted to write something 
special." The President seated himself at Eckert's desk, took U1e 
special foolscap writing paper, picked up a Gillot small barrel 
pen and began to write what has been regarded as the first draft 
of the Proclamation. Eckert remembered that Lincoln "would 
look out of the window a while and then put his pen to paper, but 
he did not write much at once. He would study between times and 
when he had made up his mind he would put down a line or two, 
and then sit quiet for a few minutes." (Eberstadt, 6.) 

Lincoln returned to Eckert's oflice to work on this and other 
documents almost daily over the next few weeks. By the end, 
Eckert became "impressed with the idea that he [Lincoln] was 
engaged upon something of great importance, but did not know 
what it was until he had finished the document and then for the first 
time he told me that he had been writing an order giving freedom 
to the slaves in the South. He said he had been able to work at my 
desk more quietly and command his thoughts better than at the 
White House, where he was frequently interrupted." (Eberstadt, 6.) 

Lincoln first informed his cabinet of his intent to issue the 
Proclamation on July 22, 1862. Secretary of State William Seward 
advised him to wait for a Federal victory, fearing the 
Proclamation would be considered a desperate act if issued 
before the North won a major battle. Two montbs later, when 
Federal troops stopped Confederate General Robert E. Lee's 
invasion of Maryland at Antietam Creek, Lincoln finally had the 
opportunity to issue his preliminary Proclamation. Southern 
and even some Northern newspapers condemned it as a usurpa
tion of property rights and an effort to start racial warfare. 

During two Cabinet meetings at the end of 1862, Lincoln lis-
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tened to suggestions for final revisions of his draft. Salmon P. 
Chase, Secretary of the Treasury, proposed one that was adopt
ed: to close the document by invoking the "judgment of mankind 
and the gracious favor of Almighty God." 

Lincoln had always believed slavery to be immoral and had 
championed against it for most of his political career. However, 
he also believed that the president did not possess the constitu
tional power to abolish slavery, except as a matter of military 
necessity; only Congress had that authority. Furthermore, 
Lincoln feared that attempting to enact the Proclamation at the 
wrong time would doom its chances for public acceptance while 
harming the Union cause. Emancipation threatened one of his 
most crucial goals in the first half of the war: keeping the sup
port of the slavehoiding border states that were still in the 
Union. Lincoln reportedly said that while be hoped to have God 
on his side, he must have Kentucky (McPherson, 284). 

Therefore, the President carefully worded the final document 
to affect only those states stiU in rebellion as of January I, 1863: 

/, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of 
the power in me vested as Commander-in-Chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States in lime of actual armed rebellion against 
the authority and government of the United States, and as a fit and 
necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion ... do order 
and declare that all persons held as slaves within said designated 
states and parts of slates are, and henceforward shall be, free; and 
that the executive government of the United States, including the 
military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain 
the freedom of said persons ... And upon this act. sincerely believed 
to be an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution upon military 
necessity. I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind and the 
gracious favor of Almighty God. 

But in his final Proclamation, Lincoln went beyond the pre
liminary version. He eliminated earlier references to colonizing 
freed Blacks and compensating slave-owners for voluntary 
emancipation. He also added provisions for Black military 
enlistment. Pausing before he signed the final Proclamation, 
Lincoln reportedly said: ~1 never, in my life, felt more certain that 
1 was doing right than 1 do in signing this paper." 

The Proclamation and Black Troops 

One of the more controversial and successful aspects of the 
Proclamation was its support of Black troops. Lincoln declared that 
"such persons of suitable condition will be received into the armed 
service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, 
and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service." 

The impact was soon revealed. Black men, promised at last 
that they were fighting for their people's liberation, redoubled 
their efforts to join the army, and the army finally accepted 
them, abandoning the notion that the conflict was "a white man's 
war." Three hundred-thousand African-Americans fought for the 
Union between 1863 and 1865. They would form ten percent of 
Union forces by the war's end, performing key roles in the 
Federal victory and giving crucial support to future claims on cit
izenship. African-Americans' battle for full participation in the 
army, with equal wages, was yet to be won. But, as in many 
other ways, this provision of the Emancipation Proclamation 
marked an important new stage in the evolution of Abraham 
Lincoln - and the nation. continued on next page 
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The Myth of Non-Emancipation 

The Emancipation Proclamation has faced criticism as a 
document of little actual impact, because it offered freedom only 
to slaves "within any state or designated part of a state ... in 
rebellion against the United States" -not to slaves in areas that 
the Union actua.lly controlled. (The March 1862 Confiscation Act 
had freed slaves in rebellious states, though it only described 
such slaves as "captives of war" who would not be returned to 
"claimants.") Some have therefore challenged the Proclamation's 
importance in ending slavery. 

But in formally tying the Union's war aims to a policy of abol
ishing slavery, Lincoln dramatically expanded the scope of the 
conflict. From Black soldiers to European statesmen, from 
Lincoln's political enemies in the North to outraged rebels in the 
South, observers understood that the war, and the future course 
of the nation, had undergone a fundamental change. Whether 
they approved or not, after January 1, 1863, Americans no longer 
could deny that freedom for African Americans was now a cen
tral part of the Union war effort. 

As issued in September 1862, the Proclamation would turn 
Union forces into armies of liberation after January 1- i[ they 
could win the war. And it also invited the slaves to help them win 
it. Most antislavery Americans and Britons recognized this. "We 
shout for joy that we live to record this righteous decree," wrote 
Frederick Douglass, while William Lloyd Garrison considered it 
"an act of immense historical consequence." (McPherson, 558.) 

Slaves themselves were instrumental in forcing Lincoln and the 
Northern public to make emancipation a central goal of the war. In 
historian Ira Berlin's words, Lincoln and the slaves played "comple
mentary roles" in bringing about emancipation (Berlin, 284): 

"By abandoning their owners, coming uninvited into Union 
lines, and offering their assistance as laborers, pioneers, guides, 
and spies, slaves forced federal soldiers at the lowest level to rec
ognize their importance to the Union's success. That understand
ing traveled quickly up the chain of command. In time, it became 
evident even to the most obtuse Federal commanders that every 
slave who crossed into Union lines was a double gain: one sub
tracted from the Confederacy and one added to the Union. The 
slaves' resolute determination to secure their liberty converted 
many White Americans to the view that the security of the Union 
depended upon the destruction of slavery." (Berlin, 279-280.) 

But, though slaves could put emancipation on the wartime 
agenda, "They could not vote, pass laws, issue field orders, or pro
mulgate great proclamations. That was the realm of citizens, legis
lators, military officers, and the President.n (Berlin, 280). When 
Llncoln decided to act, he seized the moment and acted decisively. 

In 1860, Lincoln had been elected with less than half the pop
ular vote in Union states, with no mandate for abolition. By 1863, 
when his Proclamation took effect, it did find signilicant support 
among the Northern publlc and Union soldiers, demoralized by 
nearly two years of fighting. An Indiana colonel wrote that few 
soldiers were abolitionists, but they wanted "to destroy every
thing that in aught gives the rebels strength," so "this army will sus
tain the emancipation proclamation and enforce it with the bayo
net." (McPherson, 558-559.) 

But by no means was such acceptance universal. A news
paper editor in New York told a mass meeting that "'when the 
President called upon them to go and carry on a war for the nig-

ger, he would be d_d if he believed they would go" 
(McPherson, 609). Draft riots in that city in July 1863 constitut
ed the worst mob violence in American history. Threatened with 
being conscripted to Hght a war now bound up with emancipa
tion, rioters targeted Black people with beatings, lynchings and 
the destruction of property, including the burning of the Colored 
Orphan Asylum. A total of 105 people were killed, eleven of 
whom were African-American. 

Even with its limited powers, the Emancipation Proclamation 
seriously threatened Lincoln's re-election in 1864. The chairman 
of the Republican National Committee told the President: 

" ... the tide is setting strongly against us ... Two special causes 
are assigned to this great reaction in public sentiment,-lhe want 
of military success, and the impression ... that we can have peace 
with Union if we would ... [but that you are] fighting not for Union 
but for the abolition of slavery." (McPherson, 769.) 

Lincoln denied that emancipation was his onJy goal but 
pointed to the 130,000 Black soldiers and sallors then fighting for 
the Union cause: "The promise being made, must be kept ... 
Abandon all the posts now possessed by black men, ... & we would 
be compelled to abandon the war in 3 weeks." (McPherson, 769.) 
He invoked a moral commitment as well: 

"There have been men who have proposed to me to return to 
slavery the black warriors of Port Hudson and Olustee. I should be 
damned in time & in eternity for so doing. The world shall know 
that I will keep my faith to friends & enemies, come what will." 
(McPherson, 769.) 

But Lincoln worried that he had failed to convince the 
Northern public. He and many others thought he would be 
defeated in 1864, and his likeliest replacements, Including 
General George B. McClellan, did not support abolition. His cam• 
paign was only saved by William Tecumseh Sherman's decisive 
military victory in Atlanta, aided by Philip Sheridan's in the 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. 

Emancipation was therefore a precarious undertaking even 
as late as 1863. Lincoln issued the Proclamation at a precise 
moment of opportunity, when the exigencies of war made the rad
ical step of abolition possible. The abolitionist cause would not 
have rallied the Northern public to support the war in 1861. And 
as students of Reconstruction would recognize, the radicalism 
that finally did lead to Constitutional amendments granting 
African-Americans freedom, citizenship and suffrage would not 
survive many years after the war. Though emancipation was not 
what Lincoln had planned when he was elected, he rightly regard
ed his Proclamation as 4 the central act of my administration, and 
the great event of the nineteenth century" (Eberstadt, 16). 

As Ira Berlin observes, "The Emancipation Proclamation trans
formed the war in ways only the President could." He concludes, 

"The Emancipation Proclamation's place in the drama of 
emancipation is thus secure-as is Lincoln's. To deny it is to ignore 
the intense struggle by which freedom arrived. It is to ignore the 
Union soldiers who sheltered slaves, the abolitionists who stumped 
for emancipation, and the thousands of men and women who-like 
Lincoln~hanged their minds as slaves made the case for univer
sal liberty. Reducing the Emancipation Proclamation to a nullity 
and Lincoln to a cipher denies human agency as fully as writing the 
slaves out of the struggle for freedom." (Berlin, 283.) 
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The Emancipation Proclamation in a 
Global Context 

The forces behind the "great event" of proclaiming emancipa
tion were not limited to the United States. In ending slavery, 
America took its place in a worldwide movement that began in the 
late eighteenth century and continued through the middle of the 
nineteenth. Western European nations first abolished the slave 
trade-though enforcement was usually weak-and then slavery 
itself, out of a combination of economic Inducements (such as the 
Industrial Revolution, which more profitably used free labor) and 
ideological arguments. By the middle of the nineteenth century, 
industrializing nations formed a consensus that slavery had no 
economic or social place in their future. 

Northerners in America had reached that conclusion in the 
antebellum era, but they focused their efforts on keeping slavery 
out of new territories in the West, believing that slavery would 
eventually die out if confined lo its current borders. The Civil War was 
the necessary catalyst for more direct action. A conflict of ideals and 
pragmatism had confounded America on the subject of slavery from 
the nation's beginnings. The Emancipation Proclamation wedded the 
ideal and the pragmatic into a single purpose-In its own words. eman
cipation was "sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by 
the Constitution upon military necessity.'' The republican ideals pro
tected by a Union victory offered, in Lincoln's words, the "last, best 
hope of Earth." 

The Leland-Boker Edition shows Lincoln publicly commemo
rating his Proclamation, at a time when widespread disapproval of 
it threatened his re-election. By offering signed copies to raise 
money for the Sanitary Commission, Lincoln directly tied the eman
cipation of slaves to one of the best examples of Northern public 
support for the war effort. This rare document captures a dramat
ic moment in the nation's history, when the country embraced a 
new commitment to ending slavery-thereby rededicating itself to 
the inal1enable right of liberty. 'i'1':' 

References 

Basler, Roy P. The CoHected Works of Abraham Lincoln Vol. 7: 394-396 
Berlin, Ira. "The Slaves Were the Primary Force Behind Their 

Emancipation," in The Civil War: Oooosing Viewpoints (San Diego, 1995) 
Davis & Mintz, eds. The Boisterous Sea of Liberty: A Documentary History 

of America from Discovery through the Civil War (New York, 1998) 
Eberstadt, Charles. "Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation," New 

Colophon (2d Series, 1950) no. 32 (Leland-Boker autographed edition) 
Franklin, John Hope. The Emancipation Proclamation (New York, 1963) 
Freehling, William W. "The Founding Fathers and Slavery," in A. Weinstein 

et al., eds., American Negro Slavery: A Modern Reader (New York, 1979) 
Horton, James and Lois Horton. In Hope of Liberty: Culture, Community 

and Protest Among Northern Free Blacks, 1zoo-1860 (New York, 1997) 
Kantor, Alvin R. and Marjorie S. Kantor. Sanitary Fairs: A Philatelic and 

Historical Study of Civil War Benevolences (Chicago, IL, 1992) 
"Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation," NewColophon(2d Series, 1950) no. 19 
McPherson, James. Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era (New York, 1988) 
Peterson, Merrill D. "This Grand Pertinacity: Abraham Lincoln and the 

Declaration of Independence." Fourteenth Annual R. Gerald McMurtry 
Lecture, The Lincoln Museum (Fort Wayne, IN, 1991) 

15 

The ''Gettysburg Lincoln" 
by Alexander Gardner, 8 November 1863 

FOR THE FIRST TIME, photography 
and Lincoln collectors can obtain an 
Imperial salt photognph of Alexander 
Gvdner's famous Lincoln image 
[Ostcndorf#77), mkcnjust 11 days prior 
to the Geuysburg Address. There i.s no 
more powerful image of Lincoln to be 
had! Truly, as Lincoln said, "there i.s 
the animal himself." 

OUR COLLODJON GLASS WET
PLA TE, df=tly derived from the 
destroyed original impcrial-form11 glass 

plate, was made to produce salt and albumen photographs. In fact, AIIY 
time you have mr seen this image of Lincoln, its original derivation 
was our collodion glass plate! 

ONLY ORIGINAL METHODS have been used in this production
the very same methods that Garoner himself would have used in making 
such phologniphs. It is exactly these methods that bring us the 
evocative nature of n 19th century photograph. The size has an 
unbelievable impact, bringing Lincoln "to life~- war-weary wrinldes, 
pores. and all I This cannot be a more engaging photo! 

TIJJS PHOTOGRAPH has a clarity and richness that can m be 
produced from an original early wet-plate. Thctc is much in Lincoln's 
face that our photos will reveal which you have not seen before: 
individual whiskers; penetrating ei,-es; an incredible skin qualil}'; an 
unusual definition to the tie and coat, and more. 

THAT TBlS JS DERIVED from the glass plate is most apparent. The 
collodion process used is clearly visible, as is the edge of the gl.ass plate. 

THE PRODUCTION is by France Scully Ostennan, a specialist and 
educator in wet-plate coUodion photogJaphy and editor of1'he Co//odlon 
JollmQ/ and Marl.: Osterman, phOIOgraphic process historian. They a,e 
two of the leading fashioners of the long lost salt photograph from 
original plates; and it is their skill tbll allows you to own such a life.Jlk:e 
image of Lincoln. 

THESE ARE STRICTLY UMTTED to 375 Numbcn:d Prints and 85 
Publisher's Proof.;, each on Authentic Salt-print paper, mounted to a 
I 00% acid-free backing. Presented in a protective 3/4 leather and linen 
ponfoho, with overlaid gold-stamped leather panels. The portfolio is 
lined with acid-free paper. Included is a wealth of historical material 
about the prinL 

WE GUARAJIITEE that these photographs will delight you.; but if not. 
your money will be immediately mundcd. A Certificate of Limitation 
wiU accompany each photographic print. The photograph has been 
discretely blind-stamped, so fu111rc gcocrations will not believe they 
were produced by Gardner himself in the 1860s. 

THESE PRINTS wiU duplicate exactly whll Gardner's artistic eye 
wished us to sec from his plate. U is the equivalent of any 19th centwy 
photograph and shows you what the contemponuy public might have 
viewed, if they had been produced. We predict thll these pholographs 
will become even more valuable to fuUlrC collectors. 
TIME PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE. 

Numbered, Limited Edition 11" x 14" Original Photogn,pb 
on a 16" x 20" Mount ........................................................... $3,750.00 
Select Artist's Proof .............................................................. $5,750.00 
Deluxe Archival Frame with custom velvet mats and 
UV light protection glass (as above) ..................................... $1,250.00 

For M.orc fnrormation or to Order a Pbotognpb, Contact: 

Abraham Lincoln Book Shop, Inc. 357 W. Chicago Ave., 
Chicago. IL 60610 // 312/944-308S .... 312/944-5549 (fax) 

Checks and Money Orders ac:ccpccd via mail. 
Visa and MasletCard accepted via fax, phone, mail, or use our SCCtJrc 

web site at www.ALincolnBookShop.com 
Shipp_ing and Handling will be charged, via UPS. 

Illinois residents add 8.75¾ sales tax 
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In The Marketplace 
C urrency Auctions of America, headquartered in Dallas, included two 

unusual Lincoln items in their September catalog. A 24 x 30" portrait 
of Lincoln, superimposed on a background of pieces of early twentieth 
century large currency, housed in an ornate, gilded frame, made $825. 

And, a six-inch, three-dimensional profile of Lincoln, composed of $5,000 worth 
of macerated currency, sold for a more than reasonable $95. 
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atthew Bennett Stamps of Baltimore sold a Mary Lincoln 
free frank mourning envelope in their December sale in 
NYC. Postmarked from Chicago on June 18, 1868, it was 
addressed In Mrs. Lincoln's hand to a close Lincoln associ

ate, Jesse K. Dubois, one of Lincoln's chief managers during the 1860 
campaign. Though lacking the contents, we feel certain Mary Todd was 
asking Jesse to do a little fund raising tor her benefit. $2,300. 

K
en Owings of North Dighton. MA puts out old-fashioned, photocopy-style. 
fixed-priced lists of ephemera. On November's 11st: $1 O would get you either a 
copy of the Copperhead newspaper, the Maine Democrat. June 14. 1864, 
reporting on the Republican National Convention while asserting that "1 O 

Niggers attended as delegates" or an election-day edition of the same paper with a 
laudatory poem to Stonewall Jackson. An 1856 first edition of Richmond lo By-gone 
Days by An Old Citizen, autographed by its owner, John C. Breckinridge, is $225. 

~~ C 
hristie's upheld a long tradition for brokering great historical Americana with 
sales in October and December. Among those items that caught our notice: a 24 
x 34" broadside, Philadelphia. June 10, 1863, providing for the "Defense of the 
City of Philadelph/d' against the expected onslaught of Lee's Army (which spared 
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J Philly, but not Gettysburg), by authorizing General Pleasanton to mobilize the Home Guard. 
($4,700) A remarkable Autographed Letter Signed (ALS) by Frederick Douglass, Rochester, 

September 17, 1850, written during the controversy over the Fugitive Slave Act, humorously reflects 
" ... You will begin to think this fugitive slave ought to be flogged for his neglect and slothfulness in 
replying to your letter...·· ($11,200) Also offered was a Lincoln ALS, written in Springfield, July 15, 
1858, discussing plans to attend one of Stephen Douglas' speeches - an arrangement which pre
ceded lhe formal debates scheduled in the campaign for Senate later that year! Writing to 
Bloomington lawyer William Hanna, Lincoln promised " ... No accident preventing, I will be with you 
Friday afternoon and evening. I do not know that there will be any opening for me, but I shall try to be ~~~~:.:: 
on the ground to take my chances." Lincoln did attend the meeting, but deferred to reply to Judge ~~7 .. 
Douglas when called upon to do so. ($47,000) Two additional offerings failed to sell: a March 23, 1864 
Lincoln ALS to General Meade, an example of executive clemency in action ... "Please suspend execu- w.. _ 
tion of Alanson Orton, under sentence for desertion, until further notice." Lincoln wrote two letters --=-'--...;_-,---11 

/f/l..-e.J,A 

regarding this case, even though it was already covered by his Order Commuting Sentence of 
Deserters, General Orders No. 76, issued the previous month. (No sale, estimate $25-
35,000). A French folding fan made of mother-of-pearl and Alencon lace, purportedly 
used by Mary Todd Lincoln during visits to concerts and the theatre. (No sale, esti-

1}; ,c, ,, n.---• mate $10-1 S.000) Finally, an interesting Lincoln note addressed to Surgeon 
~ T~ 1 vY--~ General Joseph K. Barnes recommending Dr. Fonha, a surgeon whose "experi-

~ ~.., >---r--' ... ~-~- ments' and "peculiar practise, would do much good among our wounded sol-
,,., .AC~w-- o>-1,., ,__.., .,_,..--=.. /✓ --"""- • diers ... " Little is known of Dr. Fonha or his unique medical practise ... but, 
~ /!-"~' --· .,,,[_-Z:......,.... there is little question that significant advances were made during the Civil 

' ---~-- War. particularly in the treatment of battlefield wounds. ($19,975) 
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W es Cowan's November sale of historic Americana was so large, it had to be split into two days of sales. 
Over 1100 lots were listed, nicely enhanced by a color centerfold - also available on-line. A Lincoln & 

Hamlin campaign flag with a very unusual arrangement of stars, on the original stick, 
estimated at $8,000 to $10,000, sold for $10,750 (prices quoted do not Include buyer's 
premiums). A pair of silver goblets inscribed "Mary A. Lincoln" were described as 
wedding gifts from the 1842 nuptials of Abraham Lincoln and Mary Ann Todd 
(hence the inscription), desceriding in the family of George Helm Yeaman, a Todd 
relative from KentuckY. These made $12,500. A Civil War songsheet on yellow 
paper, "Tennesse! [sic] Fire Awayl", was a Confederate imprint originating 
before the Union occupation of the state that was anything but complimenta
ry to Lincoln. Black Republican Bandits have crossed to our shore, Our soil has been dyed with Tennessee's gore ... 
Long the Lincoln invader shall moum for the day, When Tennesseans were summoned to fire - tire away! This 
border state memento realized $300. A South Carolina secession kerchief or flag print- TENNESSE! 

ed in green (measuring 101/2 x 14", but possibly cut down) proclaimed "Southern 
Rights At All Hazards". A period label related: "This flag was made the same day 
South Carolina seceded from the union - and mailed the same day to Miss E. J. 
Butler of Seafort - by Mr. J. Randolph Mordecai - whose lather was a member 

• ~ of the Committee - who passed the ordinance of secession In South 
~ ~~•~ Carolina (Wm. J. Ril. from Charleston)." $9,250. (would it be appropriate 

(::-. ... Jl~'I to call this a Charleston Rag?) A fine, miniature GAR. white glazed pot-
~~ . .:,,.: ~A.·$, tery canteen with brown transfer-printed portrait of Lincoln with name 
~~ ~ 'i,'/tt' below, 2" diameter, estimated at $200-300, sold for S400. 

~8111.k\~~'\\~~J Larry Gottheim puts out quality catalogs offering photog-
"..~ 4 ~ raphy. Items being auctioned are all Illustrated with thor-

.- ough descriptions and little or no sales hype. It's enter-
taining to look at the different pictures, many of which 

portray historical curiosities or novel scenes. We've often 
reported on photos of presidential funerals (sometimes 
misidentified), but have never seen one from Andrew 
Johnson's obsequies. Larry sold an example, a stereoview 
by L W. Kean of Jonesboro, TN, for $250 in December. 

A 
I Anderson is best known for selling expensive, high quality, 20th 
century political buttons. Occasionally, he does get some inter· 
esting, 19th century campaign material as well. His November 
sale had a modest assortment of Lincoln campaign Items, the 

highlight of which was an example of DeWitt /IAL-1864-83, the largest 
Lincoln ferro from 1864. Previous examples have sold for as much as 
$18,700 (Zabriskie) and $9,000 (Slater). With a "low-ball" estimate, Al 
got $5,750 for his specimen - a true bargain In our minds I 

• r. Norm Boas' Seaport Autographs always offers an interest---n ing mix of Llncolniana. His most recent ottering includes a 
plaster bust executed by New Jersey artist John Calabro 

(1908-94, seen at left), 25" high. It served as a model for a larger-than-lite-size pre-presidential 
bust for the Center for the Study of the Presidency. Norm has it priced at $2,500. A legal docu
ment signed numerous times by both Garrett Elkin and William Butler is $250. Elkin first met 
Lincoln in 1834 and had a great deal of contact with him on a professional basis. As Sheritt of 
Sangamon County, it was Elkin who signed an attachment "on one set of surveying instruments, 
one horse saddle and Bridle and the undivided half of Lots No. 16 & 17 of Main Street, New 
Salem, the property of Abraham Lincoln." (Butler was a Springfield friend who accepted James 
Shields' challenge to a duel on behalf of Lincoln.) Finally, a post-election of 1860 Note Signed 
by Lincoln, complying with an autograph request, merits distinction in that the text was accom
plished by Lincoln's law clerk, Elmer Ellsworth. $6,500. 
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S kinner's Fall sale of manuscripts included an interesting, but somewhat controversial Item: a 9 x 11" sketch with later-applied watercolor represent· 
ed as a "from life" portrait of Lincoln after a sitting with Hans Balling. Even more important - the piece was inscribed "A. Lincoln. Sketched Sep 23 
1864." With a conservative estimate of $15,000-20,000, it included a note from the artist attached to a separate mount detailing the portrait's his
tory: • A. Lincoln Portrait & Autograph November 1, 1871. To the Art Association 'Palette.' In accordance with your circular of October 26th, please 

accept this sketch of A. Lincoln tor the N. Y. Artists' Chicago Relief Fund. What I never would have sold, I gladly give away on this occasion in hope that 
the historic signature so dear to us all, will add more to the relief of suffering artists than my work could do." Now ... save for a small number of engraved 
American Bank Note plates depicting the then clean-shaven, President-elect. Lincoln is not known to have signed any likenesses - save for photographs. 
There are no other known portraits that Lincoln signed. As such, if genuine, this would be an amazing find: both as a from-life rendering, and one that 
Lincoln signed. Problem? Lingering doubts. Balling, a period artist, is known to have sketched a portrait of U.S. Grant at City Point, as well as other lead
ing generals of the period. While Lincoln was in Washington on the date in question, there Is no evidence that he ever received the artist much less sat tor 
a portrait. Of course this means little ... Lincoln was extremely generous with his time -even in the dark days of the War- and It is entirely possible Balling 
simply "dropped in" and, without it being recorded, did a quick sketch of the President. As to the signature, there have been a few doubts expressed by 
those who inspected the piece in person. One manuscript specialist told us that it wasn't necessary to put the piece under a loop ... with the naked eye he 
noted that it had the stops and shakiness of a tracing. His belief was that the sketch was most likely done at the time, the watercolor elements added later, 
and the signature and provenance embellished by someone even much later. But there are certainly those who believed it looked good. In the absence of 
absolute certainty - if no question were EVER raised about the genuine state of this piece, it most certainly would command in excess of $80-100,000. 
But it still found a confident buyer (with at least one underbidder) who took it home for $40,000 (prices do not include 15% buyer's fee). This is a classic 
example of a piece that "merits further research." If someone can source evidence of the meeting or build some consensus on the correctness of the 
inscription, we would have to see this as the buy - and discovery - of the year. Until then ... who can say? Also selling in this auction was one of the clas
sic Booth reward broadsides. This included affixed albumen portraits of Surratt, Booth, and Herold, and was modestly estimated at $6,000-8,000. There 
was significant damage and loss - including to the albumens-but to our knowledge. Is but one of less than a dozen or so extent specimens with the peri
od photographs attached. It rewarded the consignor with $16,000 (not including buyer's). Also in the sale, a letter from Louisvfl/e Journal editor George 
D. Prentice to President Lincoln, asking for aid in the release of his son, a Rebel prisoner, came on the block. Lincoln endorsed the letter, instructing General 
Burnside to parole Prentice " ... to remain outside the limits of both the loyal and disloyal states, or so called 'Confederate States' of America, during the 
present rebellion and to abstain from in any wise aiding or abetting said rebellion." The Secretary of War added his endorsement. The irony of the situa
tion was that the released prisoner rejoined the Confederate army and fought through the balance of the war. Sounds like Lincoln got suckered on that 
one! ($8,500) And, one of the absolute best Salmon P. Chase letters we've seen, marked "Strictly Private," was offered. This three-page missive, June 22, 
1868, addresses Chase's chances for nomination in the upcoming Democratic Convention hosted in New York: " ... But I never supposed that anybody was 
bound to stick to me or with me when he thought me wrong; nor did I ever suppose myself bound to stick to or with others if I thought them wrong. I 
began my political life with a strong faith in the democratic and Christian idea of equal and exact justice for all men and it Is my expectations that I shall 
die in that faith. But while I believe in justice I don't believe in vengeance. In my poor judgment confiscation and disenfranchisement of one side is a poor 
way to restore peace and good will among citizens who have been involved in a civ/1 war with each other; but remain and must remain citizens of one coun
try, if the country remains one ... " ($1,500) Also, a Civil War presentation naval battle flag, in period frame, accompanied by a descriptive card, flew to 
$15,000. It was given to a Masonic lodge In Connecticut on July 18, 1864, by Captain John F. Rodgers, to honor his brother, the late Captain George W. 
Rodgers, mortally wounded while commanding the Monitor Catskill during its engagements at Forts "Sumter and Wagner'' in mid-1863. 
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R obert Batchelder, of West Chester, PA has issued fixed-price catalogs of autograph material, but has now announced that 
he is "semi-retired" after 40 years in the business, closing down his office. His current list includes a Free Franked enve
lope of Abraham Lincoln, addressed by Mary Todd Lincoln to the President's 
tailors in NYC, and Initialed by her. Postmarked October 16, 1861 and tagged -.-. -•. -,.-----.,.,....------, 

at $7,000. A Jefferson Davis ANS, September 11, 1862, addressed to his erstwhile 
opponent, Texas Senator Louis Wigfall, was written in a conciliatory tone at a time when 
things were looking bright for the Confederacy: "Dear Sir, When your convenience will 
permit please let me see you. Your friend, Jeff Davis." Price: $2,600. A Brady/Anthony 
autographed CDV of LI. Gen. U. S. Grant is $4,500. We wish Bob well ... but wait to see 
just how ·semi" his retirement proves to be! 
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van If you don't and up n.ing a pun:ha$8. Ifs both fun a!1d educational to read through David Lesser's catatoga Of~ and U11U11111i lmprtnts 
relating to America." (We suspect, thouQb, that entertainment Is not David's primary objective!) Among his CUffll1t llslklg8: • 1860 ampalgn pam
phlet by Montgomery Blalr (destlnid to S8MI In l.lnccil's cablnel) Is a Sloflhouse of hlstortcal Insight. In hls.:Mnss,,_,.. thl Marylatid Stall 
Rapublk;an Canvanllon. At Ballfmore. Apr# 26. 1860. Blair defines the mlssfon of the Republlcan Party •,Hto prMnt ttll Afrlcanl1atkll1 of the 

Tenitorles, by giving them as homesteads to the free whfta race; and second, the plan of procuring, In some ~ co!ffll1y, a~ where the free 
people among us of the African race may also ... be given homesteads and a country of their own.· Blair urges RIOllbllcant to~ "Ille aepar,lllon 
of the free people of these dlsslmllar l'8CIS (In order to] sDenc:e tile false clamor against us, thatwe malnlaln the...._ ofJM 1J111Rt. and favor amalga
matlon ... [the Republican Party must become] praemlnenlly 1he whhl man's party: ($350.) One of lkK:oln's grllf!l,t 8ffllll • his advoc:acy of 1he 
Internal Improvements Act, which he helped to push through wtllle serving as a State Leglslator In Vandalia. IL 11'11839. NOt only did tt neatly bankrupt 
the state, bUt It created an opportunity fOr graft and conupllon In the awarding of Slal8 contracts. This aspect of the lealllatiOn ts exploied lri an 131-page 
booklet RBport of thB Joint SBlect CommitlBI of IIMIBli{lallon Appo/ntBd to Examlm thB Offlctls of I/rt Fund CommllJsltJntil lDd Boaldd flubllc Wons 
of the StalB of tllnols. ($200.) A publlcatlon of the Sons of Uberty, a seem society later charged with promulgatlng an lndep111dent Nol1hwestern 
Confederacy, alms to Justify their goals. Publlshed In Indianapolis In 1864. An Addrsss By thlJ Comm/ttse of Thirtssn. '7b Whom It May canc,m•. criti
cizes the government's interference with alectlons, the show trial of Clement Vallandlgham, arbitrary arrests and det8ntlQn of dlsaenl8rs. Derttlna any trea
sonous purpose, the author claims • ... 1he lmmedlalB purposes of the Sons of Liberty and the Oemocrallc party In lndlana are ldenllr:al.• ($375.) A com
panion volume, The 1iials for Treason at lndianlpolls, Olsc/oslnf1 the Plans for Establlshlno a North-WBstsm Confsdetacy. EdlllJd 11/ [Binn Pllman/ 
RBCOrdsr to thl MJlltary Commission, dalalls the Inner workings of the Sons of Liberty and the trial of five Southam lndtina defendants. Published In 
Cincinnati In 1885, this rarity Is priced quite reasonably at $300. 

S elling for $150 on e-Bay, this 16 x 20" tin with cop
per finish hanging hat rack, with busts of Abraham 
Lincoln and George Washington, entitled "Fathers Of 
Our Country" at the base in relief. A fun piece of 

kitsch. Also trading hands via the internet was an interest
ing one-pound container of "Sincerity Brand Coffee" with 
paper label attached. This brand was distributed by 
Brodsky Palman Gelber Co. of Chicago. (S175 after 15 
bids.) And, selling for a more than reasonable $170 on e
Bay was this "Order of Exercises at the Gorham Mate Academy" held in the Academy Hall on 
Tuesday evening, Oct. 30, 1860. The schedule details topics for the program: Suffering Ireland, 
Against Employing Indians in War, Against flogging In the Navy, and, most Importantly, stump speeches on 

1.lllULn UD UIIILIII. 

...... ..._ ...... 
1>ouC1..u ._ .1omao11. 

.,._ --·~ ........ I,. 

........ _._.t ............ --
behalf of the four different presidential candidates! Just goes to prove that you can still source great ephemera from the campaign of 18601 

T he Abraham Lincoln Book Shop has for your consideration (or had, as the case may be): an 1864 copy of Boyd's 
Washington and Georgetown Directory with entries for "President Lincoln, Executive Mansion Pa. ave. bet. 15th 
and 17th west" and "Robert T. Lincoln, Student at Harvard, res. Executive Mansion" for $575; a mounted albu-

------~- men showing Grant and thirteen members of his staff posed 
outside a wooden structure at City Point, VA in March 1865 
for $875; and a Lincoln ALS, September 26, 1861, concern
ing an embarrassing situation in which paroled soldiers from 
Mulligan's Brigade traveled to Springfield, IL only to be told 
there was no money for rations. Lincoln directed Paymaster 
General Larned " ... to please attend to this .. ." The following 
day, Lincoln forwarded the original letter from the Springfield 
army auditor to Quartermaster General Montgomery Meigs, 
requesting that • ... he do the right thing." $26,500. 
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---------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

In The Marketplace, cont. 
P 

residential Coin has 
handled two stand-out 
Lincoln collections in the 
last four years. First, the token 

and medal collection of Charlie Mcsorley. Now, the "Robert 
Marcus Collection of Lincoln Campaign Tokens." Actually, the 196 items from 

this holding are not all "campaign" but a mix that includes Civil War tokens and 
"political" mulings. The common thread that connects each piece is, of course, 

Abraham Lincoln. Joe Levine puts out a fine catalog and is to be commended for his research and comments that explain the factors gov
erning the market for Clvll War and political tokens. One of these "mulings" combines an 1860 Lincoln campaign obverse with a reverse 
Indicating the medal was produced as a presentation piece to " ... Thomas Peterson. The First Colored Voter in the U.S. Under the Provisions 

of the 15th Amendment at an Election Held in [Perth Amboy) March 31st 1870." Joe has handled two of these (obviously 
one was produced for Mr. Peterson and a few extra squlrreled away for private collections). It realized $500. (Prices do 

not include 15% premium.) A rare silver token, 20mm in diameter, DeWitt AL-1860-72, is cataloged as an inaugural 
piece from 1861, the plate example from the MacNeil book on official inaugural medals. The token is inscribed on 
the reverse Abraham Lincoln Inaugurated President March 4, 1861. Freedom to All. The obverse bust, attributed to 
William H. Key, was used on Civil War tokens produced In 1864. The slogan "Freedom to All" obviously refers to the 
Emancipation Proclamation and is totally out of place on an 1861 inaugural medal. King attributes it in his work, 

Lincoln in Numismatics, as an Emancipation piece. We concur - "you can't put a square peg In a round hole!" It sold 
for $800. A brass top to a drum major's baton, with a plaque Inscribed Used in Pres. Lincoln's Funeral April 21, 1865, 

ex. Gideon Welles' collection, faiied to sell. A smaller size Lincoln Indian peace medal, one of perhaps only ten still extant, 
traded hands for much wampum ... $26,000. It came from the estate of Paul Ginther, a prominent numismatist of the 1950s who had a siz
able holding of Lincolniana. We obviously skipped over a lot of great pieces - hopefully, anyone that was interested picked up a catalog I 

S 
wann's November 
sale of Manuscript 
Americana included 
a quite poignant 

Abraham Lincoln Autograph 
Letter Signed, December 
14, 1862, requesting that 
assistance be tendered to a 
Lincoln friend from Illinois, 
Dr. William Fithian, in his 
efforts to recover the 
remains of a stepson fallen 
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in battle (Ward Lamon relat- ~ .. ~ 
ed in his 1872 Lincoln biog-i-. .................. _______ ..........i 

raphy that the President 
"broke Into tears" when reading the news of the wounding of both Dr. 
Filhian's stepsons in the Battle of Prairie Grove) sold for $17,250. 

I n the current catalog of fixed-price theatrical 
ephemera, John and Lisa Reynolds ("Dramatis 
Personae") of Sheffield, MA have the following: 
[BOOTH, John Wilkes.} A Boston Museum playbill for 

Booth as Phidias and Raphael Duchatlet in Selby's The 
Marble Heart, 3 and 4 February, [1863]. 5 1/2' x 14 314:· 
three small, faint points of foxing to right margin; laid 
down to fine Japanese paper; buffered; near fine. The 
third week of Booth's engagement at the Boston 
Museum, in which he ·assume[d) for the second time in 
Boston, the role of Raphael, the Sculptor... pronounced in 
other dties, the most Successful of this Gifted Young 
Tragedian's Impersonations.· The Marble Heart was one 
of Booth's three premier plays. The company also includ
ed Kate Reignolds, William Whalley, and Annie Clarke. 
The second piece on the bill was Seeing Warren. A well
preserved example of a rare playbill. ($1,500) 

BOSTOI IOSIUI ----- ... _ 
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~-- ......... ~ ::..-:.tr .. -..:z ...., . ....., ............. 
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B ruce Gimelson of Garrison, New York. offers through the Professional Autograph Dealers Association (PADA) website a two,,page John Hay letter. 
Washington, D.C., Feb.4, 1893. To Charles H. Dennison and Committee, Lincoln's former secretary praises him, "Gentlemen: Circumstances beyond my 
control prevent my availing myself of your kind invitation to attend the seventh annual dinner of the Republican Club of the Cily of New York, to be given 
on Saturday, February 11, 1893, in commemoration of Lincoln's birthday. Though I cannot be present at your festivities, I rejoice in the confidence that 

the glorious achievements of the greatest Republican will be worthily celebrated by your society." ($1,200.) 

C atherlne Barnes Autographs of Philadelphia, via fixed-price: a presidential pardon signed by Seward and Lincoln, August 5, 1862, responding to the 
pleas of prison officials for the release of Peter Myres, convicted of grand larceny, but In the final stage of an incurable disease, is $18,500; an ALS by 
William T. Sherman from 1888 relating his activities on the dinner circuit (" ... dining out almost nightly .. ." and hobnobbing at Delmonico's with theatri
cal luminaries and " ... the usual stand-bys Chauncey Depew ... Mark Twain ... &c.") is $1,250; an ALS of Charles Sumner, September 13, 1863, in which 

he comments on a speech he made (perhaps as an off-shoot of his role as Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee) critical of British aid for the 
pro-slavery cause • ... I observe that even the Herald thinks I may penetrate the 'rhinoceros hide' of the British Gabinet Of course I shall be much abused." $375. 
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S mythe's Autumn autograph sale in NYC 
included items from the Frank McGlinn 
Collection of theatre memorabilia. A John 

WIikes Booth handbill advertising his appear-
ance as Hamlet at Philadelphia's Arch Street 
Theatre on March 9, 1863 was a big hit at 
$1,150. (Prices do not include 15% buyer's pre
mium.) In the non-theatrical department, a 
hand-decorated sheet with signatures of 54 
notables (Lincoln, his entire Cabinet, and vari
ous associates such as E.D. Baker and James 
Shields), 12 x 20" - a piece probably auctioned 
off at one of the Sanitary Fairs, failed to meet the 
reserve with an estimate of $65,000+. A Lincoln 
note to Judge Advocate General Holt (" ... please .. 
examine & report on this case ... "), February 8, 
1864, no doubt involving the review of a court martial, made an "appeal
ing" $4,750. An Autograph Quotation Signed by Frederick Douglass, an 
excerpt of remarks " ... Spoken at the Tomb of the unknown loyal dead at 
Arlington, VA. .. " did not evince the compassion one would have expected 
from a Lincoln. ''. .. We are sometimes asked in the name of patriotism to 
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forget the merits of this fearful conllict and to remember with equal adml- ~· 1 ~ ..... ,_ ~ ......... ---.-~= -.,, -""1.-,,,.._-a,;;.-.;::;-.,_~ 
ration those who struck at the nation's life and those who struck to save it- ,___ __ ~--------
-those who fought for slavery and those who fought against it ... " An unusual offering - not your ubiquitous "Recorder 
of Deeds" document that seems to have flooded the market recently-found a discerning buyer at $17.000. Finally, an 
engraved invitation to the "Grand Inauguration Ball" of Zachary Taylor (different than the ''National Inauguration Ball" 
invite pictured in Another Great Rnd! In our Fall 2000 issue - this the only known example with a full, standing portrait) 
was estimated at $350. Among the Managers listed are Winfield Scott, John Bell, Col. Robert E. Lee, and ... Abraham 
Lincoln. (Lincoln actually attended this soiree, prior to returning to private life in Springfield. The next time he came to 
Washington was as President-elect) Several anxious but hopeful bidders in the audience were devastated when the item 
sold to a single absentee bid of $2,875. They exited en-masse muttering expletives! 
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Sometimes, it pays to be patient! 
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This February 23, 1863 playbill is a special item we have long 
coveted. Save for a single benefit performance of Julius 
Caesar on November 25, 1864, with the three Booth brothers 
helping to raise money to buy a statue of William Shakespeare 
for Central Park, this is the only known example to list BOTH 

John Wilkes Booth Edwin and John Wilkes on the same bill. And ... we believe this 
to be the only extant example! This announcement by "Mrs. 
Jno. Drew's Arch Street Theatre" notes that due to " ... a severe 
domestic affliction having fallen upon EDWIN BOOTH which 
has placed his life in imminent peril, his Brother JOHN WILKES 
BOOTH has felt the necessity, imperative upon him to join his 
afflicted Brother, now in Boston. He Cannot, Therefore, Appear 
To-Night.." Rather than Edwin, it was his wife, Mary, who was 
afflicted ... dying of pneumonia two days earlier. Edwin, long 

~~ •· _,..,., ... ----:-i~ battling the bottle, went into a deep depression and profound 
ff·:_-: ::~ period of alcoholism from this loss. Wilkes delayed his 
___ ,_ •-· ..,,_, appearing at the Arch Street Theatre for a full week to be with 

fL======"=•--=w=-=-::.....!J his family in Boston. 
Long treasured by the late Frank McGlinn as one of his favorite pieces of theatri

cal ephemera, we were first offered this very item six years ago as he began to sell items 
from his vast collection. Unfortunately, after the offer was made, he misplaced the piece -
then his downturn in health prevented following up on the deal. The opportunity to acquire 
it surfaced once again when the folks at R.M. Smythe rediscovered it buried in a folio 
among the hundreds of binders of material that represented the McGlinn Collection. We 
now own the piece and cherish the provenance - knowing that it passed from one long
time lover of history to another. 
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Recently on e-Bay: an 1860 woodblock, 
3" tall, entitled "The Split-la/I Democracy." 
Made in Chicago, it was accompanied by 
a printed Impression depicting Lincoln 
manipulating a wooden plank with 
Democrats Breckinridge and Douglas -

portrayed as fighting possums - hanging from their tails. (No 
bids with an open of $1,250.J Also via the internet a 1945 letter 
from Fiorello LaGuardia as Mayor of New York. to a would-be 
author describing his thoughts about Lincoln: "I have on the 
walls of my office a statement by Abraham Uncoln as follows: 'If 
I tried to read, much less answer all the criticisms made of me 
and all the attacks leveled against me, this office would have to 
be closed for all other business. I do the best I know how, the 
very best I can. I mean to keep on doing this down to the ve,y 
end.' I have found comfort in this statement many times when I 
have been endeavoring to do all in my power to make this a bet
ter city, only to be met with criticism and opposmon." ($55.) 



---------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

G 
ary Combs Autographs of NYC offers the following at fixed-prices: a fair copy of a memorial poem to General Philip Kearney, with presentation 
autograph by Its author, George H. Boker (as already pointed out, co-Founder of the Union League!), $150. An 1858 ALS of actress Laura Keene 
recommending employment to a couple of her acquaintance ("Mrs. Walter is possessed of genius and power equal to Cushman .. .") Is $275. A 
lengthy ALS of William T. Sherman, written to General Hancock In 1875 on Headquarters Army of the United Sfiltes stationery, expresses regret 

at not seeing Hancock when he was in town, and decries the fact that everyone is out of town or plans to be, leaving Sherman all alone ("I remain because 
something might occur in the absence of the Secretary of War, and it would be a cause of outcry If Every body was gone .. .") $795. 

S teven Raab of Ardmore, PA has numerous items of interest in 
his fixed-price catalogs. An ALS by Confederate Sec. of the 
Navy, Stephen R. Mallory, written to his son from the first CSA 
capital, Montgomery, describes initial battlefield successes I 

" ... They fought thus because their cause is just, & God will not per-

A ,niq,e '"""" ••m 111 the Ed Veleber (via 
Charlie McSorley) col
lection is this shelf 
badge. The only known 

J 
example, Tom Slater 
auctioned It to a shrewd collector 
with an eye for the unusual. ($4,500) 

mit Old Abes men to succeed against us .. ." ($2,995.) A lengthy ALS 
from Attorney Gen. Edward Bates, also to his son, Jan. 15, 1863, dis-I 
cusses the situation at home in Missouri: " ... The public mind is l 
gloomy in the extreme. The gross mismanagement of the war is I 
apparent. Our high generals fail everywhere, there is no decision at l.:p_•·J'c'·" ... ~_l1£·,..,""--
the head & no discipline in the members. If I had my way, I would ~ 
restore the fottunes of the war in 40 days. What I wanted done I 
would order to be done & I would, inexorably, break every general who failed to do it" We have to wonder if he ., ...... , 
ran this letter past the President ... even when they didn't have cars, there were still back seat drivers! ($1,895.) A ' ....,,.ffi •• 

similarly insubordinate letter written by Col. Michael Harmon (from a distinguished family of Virginia patriots) to ,. 1 -~"'"" "" 

President Jeff Davis, Jan. 26, 1865, criticizes Davis for his rudeness in declining a request to facilitate a prisoner ~' • ~¥ ~ 
exchange for Harmon's seriously ill brother" .. .In response to this appeal to humanity to save the life of a valuable .,_, ~.s * 
officer who had been for many months Incarcerated in prison, you outraged my feelings, in my judgment treated ~~ 
me discourteously and to say the least responded to my application with much temper. . .As painful as it is to me, 1..,~..:...:=;;;;; 1.!!) 

I will appeal to the humanity of President Uncoln to release my brother upon his parole to remain in Indiana until 
his health will admit to his retum to prison ... " Apparently, Lincoln was not considered such an ogre by all Cumberland Certificate signed by Sheridan 
Southerners - tales of his compassion obviously held some credence there. ($1,995.) An archive related to and Potomac Certificate signed by Grant. 
James M. Phinney, a South Caronna soldier killed at Fair Oaks on May 31, 1862, contained letters, photographs, 
and uniform buttons. In the group is a letter cataloged as "perhaps the b soldier's letter of the Civil War in private hands." It describes the attack of Fort Sumter. 
Writing to his wife on April 12, 1861, Phinney reports "We reached here safely this moming at 2 o'clock. The attack on Fort Sumter commenced this moming at 
4 o'clock. Anderson held off 2 hours. The batteries are in full blast and will continue so until the tott is demolished or surrendered." ($10,900.) An important ALS 
by Jefferson Davis, Nov. 4, 1868, comments on his impending trial, the impeachment of Andrew Johnson, and the election of Grant: " ... my counsel informed me 
that my presence will not be required before the 5th of MaICh '69; and that some day for the Ilia/ will be named at the Nov term of the U.S. Dist Coutt for Va. of 
which I will be duly notified. The election of yesterday has decided who is to be the President for the next four years. I have little hope of the election of Seymour. 
and as far as I am individually concerned have nothing to fear from the election of Grant; but as in the case of the impeachment of Presdt. Johnson, who has been 
next to his Secretary of State, I believe, my most malignant prosecutor, I have earnestly desired a result which did not promise to be beneficial to me personally. I 
think the election of Grant will be immediately detrimental to the South ... and therefore desired the election of Seymour though his timidity would have prevented 
him from taking any responsibility in my case: as I wished for the acquittal of Johnson of whose vindictive hostl!ity and selfish purpose to have me convicted I 
have no doubt" ($14,495.} An 1856 ALS of WIiiiam Lloyd Garrison, criticizes a newspaper editor who ridiculed Garrison's circulation of a petition urging seces
sion by the free Northern states: " ... For the last fifteen years the American Anti-Slavery Society and its auxiliaries have been constantly proclaiming, through their 
organs, lecturing agents and tracts, that the Union Is a 'covenant with death and an agreement with hell' which ought to be insfilnt/y annulled. Indeed, this is the 
one great issue they present to the understanding, conscience and heart of everyone who claims to 'remember them that are in bonds as bound with them,' believ
ing every other to be temporizing and delusive. The suppotters of border-ruffianism' are too well satisfied with the Union to circulate any petition for its dissolu
tion, even as a 'very clever trick,' and will be very sure to destroy every copy of the one you have printed that they can lay their hands on ... Yours to suppress 'bor
der ruffianism, 'and therefore for no union with slaveholders." ($9,900.) Rnalfy, a membership certificate in the Society of the Army of the Potomac, signed by its 
presiden~ U. S. Grant ($2,395) and a similar certificate for the Society of the Army of the Cumberland, signed by Phil Sheridan ($1,795). 

S olheby's October Americana sale, suffered an abysmal selling rate of 61.3%, but still managed decent gross 
sales by virtue of some high-end lots. A record for a Civil War-era American flag may have been set when a 6 
x 12' flag presented by Ben Butler to Abe Lincoln on April 11, 1865. sold for $58,250 (hammer price). Butler 
owned a woolen mill in Lowell, MA and was anxious to secure a government contract for flags, made in accor-' 

dance with the new Federal law of March 2, 1865. mandating that all American flags be made entirely of wool I 
bunting. In anticipation of the admission of the Nebraska Territory, the flag contained thirty-seven stars, arranged 
similarly to the flag hauled down at Fort Sumter. Somehow, Butler retained possession of the flag (we can imagine 
Abe commenting "Very nice material, but I can get it for you wholesale!") and re-presented it to Thomas Winter of Brighton, England on June 14, 1865 (Ben 
might have said "Here, take this flag, for all the good it did me!"). The last time it sold was at Sotheby's in London in 1966. This time around the consignor was 
an autograph dealer and the buyer was the great-great-grandson of Ben Butler who plans to donate it to the American Textile History Museum in Lowell. 
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A lexander Autographs of Greenwich offered numerous lots of interest this October. An 1856 Letter Signed by Jefferson 
Davis, as Secretary of War in Pierce's Cabinet, dealt with an unusual subject-the pro-
posed use of camels in the military outposts of the far West: " .. .in reference to the rifles •-,:::-., 
and equipment presented by you to the Viceroy of Egypt. As the present was made with ~ .....,_ ... -, 

♦,. ,,,__~..-,-./..._,/, --

the view to further the object of the expedition to obtain camels, I am of the opinion that it ..ri,.... ... _,~ 
should be paid tor out of the appropriation for camels ... " (One hump, or two? $3,250. Prices _,,,. ....,...!.,~ .J-"'"t=-.J 

quoted do not include 15% buyer's premium.) A Document Signed by U.S. Grant, October 7, ~ u_:.::,. :.,""='.=,:;::;::.-:: 
1867, in his little-known capacity as "Secretary of War, Ad Interim" in Andrew Johnson's - -~:;z, ..... _ ... 
Cabinet, failed to sell. During this period, Johnson replaced Stanton with Grant several times- ::-.:::;:::.::=;..--:::~-:: 
an imbroglio which resulted In Johnson's impeachment and, indirectly, Grant's election as ::-:.-:.::.~:::'..",:::;-,.."'.::-,.:::::, 
President. A May 8, 1865 ALS from General Henry Halleck to General Ord, written In the after- ---;:::::~:;:::;.:~-..;.::;.-
math of Lincoln's assassination, directs Ord to arrest former Confederate Secretary of State ~ • .-1.- "'- ,.;

4 
... ..:-.K ,,.,.,~.::;z.--:;:::::...--

Robert M. T. Hunter. " ... Let none but the com'g officer know the object of the expedition ... " __e 4,,_ ✓,. __ ,,.., ,,_= ~ .J:. .,;: ~ ._, ____ ,,_ 
During this period, practically all former Confederate Cabinet officers were rounded up and ,. ..,, ~i t-L-'""T.,,.,.-w..!. _,~--
questioned regarding their suspected role in Lincoln's murder. {$1,000.) Anally, a retained copy of .....:::..--------. _ ~~ o/~;: ~z;:?' -7 
a November 25, 1859 letter from Virginia Governor Wise to President Buchanan, requesting assistance to prevent a suspect- :'.:. ~ __ , .J-.~· ...< • ;....; _,,.,,, 'Y""" ... _, 
ed planned rescue of John Brown:" ... The execution will take place next Friday as certainly as that Virginia can and will enforce ;:::.,:~-:;/:;;.t~~::;.."'::.::."'":::· 
her laws. I have been obliged to call out one thousand men who are now under arms ... to carry into effect the sentence of our ----J •• ~-

1/·, • ·- • -,-,,.--

laws ... Places in Maryland, Ohio, and Pennsytvania have been occupied ilS depots by these desperadoes ... to invade this state... ---,- , . .,,~ .. 
I apprise you of these facts in order that you may take steps to preserve peace between the states. I prot11St that my purpose c.. /;;-~•,;:--:; 
is peaceful ... " The letter is ironic on two counts. Wise was not overly concerned with the enforcement of the laws when Lincoln ,:..,_.,., .-:.Ar._ ~ ··~ ?'"'., , 

!'.. ✓- ·-was elected, siding with the Confederacy, nor was peace foremost on his mind at that time. Although Federal troops were pro-L.------"'----~-~~ 
vided to maintain order and insure Brown's execution, Buchanan ultimately was not up to the task of keeping "peace between the States." ($900.) 

B 
Ill Mastro of Oak Park, IL, a major player in the sports collectible 
business, has expanded his operation, and entered the 
Americana market. His inaugural catalog was a handsomely 
mounted effort, sparing no expense, and sent gratis to a large 

=~- pool of bidders. The catalog Is a mix of 
popular culture, political, sports, and 
autograph material. While it remains to 
be seen if "Mastronet'' will compete 
successfully with Ted Hake (pop culture) 
or Wes Cowan-Bob Raynor (historical 
memorabilia) in their fields of specialty, it 
seems an auspicious start. The sale 
included only ten Lincoln items, so the 
buying opportunities were limited. A ----~-
common Lincoln-Hamlin back-to-back ferro sold for $1,044. A small 

r.-;;:========;;;;;.' size Lincoln single portrait Brady ribbon made $6,677. A "Free Homes 
for the People" Lincoln portrait ribbon in green fetched $3,113. (Prices quoted do not include the 15% 
buyer's premium.) And ... if the quirky should be of interest ... a 1966 piece of original cover art to the 
comic book "Unknown Worlds" by Kurt Schaffenberger ("Lou Wahl") sold for $300. 

H istorical Collectible Auctions of Burlington, NC is getting bigger and better, 
as far as we're concerned! They are handling a great deal of manuscript 
material as well as Civil War ephemera. (Don't worry ... they still "make mar
ket'' in the esoteric ... from shrunken heads to Al Capone's rosary beads!) In 

their last outing: a red and blue "poster'', measuring 12 x 15", celebrated the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia - as signed into law by President Lincoln on April 
16, 1862 ($800); an 1868 first edition of Elizabeth Keckley's memoir of her years with 
the Lincolns. Behind the Scenes: Thirty Years As Slave and Four Years in the White 
Ho.u.se., the precursor to all tell-all books, made $475; a 9 x 1 o•· Confederate broad
side, announcing the surrender of Lee at Appomattox and the peace accord reached 
between Generals Sherman and Johnston ( otherwise known as General Order 9 and 65 
respectively) sold for $15,000, an amount commensurate with its great rarity. Two Baltimore 
and Ohio telegram forms, with messages and signature of Lincoln accomplished by a clerk, related to mili
tary operations during July 1864, made $750 and $700. Finally, a pair of 4 1/2" terra-cotta plaques depict
ing Lincoln and Seward, possibly of European manufacture, traded hands for $275. 

AC Gallery of Roslyn Heights, NY in 
their August sale: an unaccomplished 
(that is, not filled-In) ship's passport, 

signed by Lincoln and Seward, but never 
issued, and subsequently canceled by the 
port collector (likely at the time of Lincoln's 
assassination) made $5,520; and a 
Franklin Pierce ALS from January 30, 1861 
criticizing President-elect Lincoln's ·coer
cive poflOy" sold for $3,000. Pierce sup
ported Jefferson Davis for the presidency in 
1860, denounced the Emancipation 
Proclamation as unconstitutional, and gen
erally made hlmseH obnoxious and unpop
ular after leaving office. (Prices do not 
include 15% buyer's premium.) 

C hristies' East held their last sale • 
- all auctions at the "annex" have 
been terminated with operations 

consolidated into the new Christies 
Rockefeller Center facility. In this final out
ing, a piece put up for the second time: 
Robert Todd Lincoln's personal copy of 
Gideon Welles' Lincoln and Seward. 
Signed by R.T.L with his card pasted down, 
it once again failed to find a home - even 
with the $3,000 estimate reduced to 
$1,500. From the Victor Levitt Collection, 
we thought it a neat Item ... probably worth 
$800orso. 
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arty American Auctions of La Jolla just concluded two separate sales that included more than 3,000 separate lots. Of note, a • • ~- I 
lot related to the financial troubles experienced by Mathew Brady after the Civil War. A U.S. District Court circular from 1873, _::.:.::.:-

._..._ ---·---listing all of Brady's creditors along with amounts owed, and requesting a meeting of same to prove their claims was offered. ------
It advised that no monies should be paid to Brady! Sold with the original transmittal envelope addressed to William Van Wyck, --:=-_-=--:_F_~;_~~a_~::-___ ~: 

a claimant for $57, this reminder that artistic and financial success do not always go hand-In-hand, failed to sell against an estimate -
of $2,500. Also, a grouping that chronicles how a Lincoln collector in 1878 "finagled" an autograph of the late President, ,-_,_i.?-=.:.:-.-... -.--,.;~.c--liil~iiii=::1 ..... -ail~ 
mainly through the efforts of a "Mr. Hazard" who first wrote to Senator Anthony. Coming up empty (Anthony claiming 
Lincoln's signature was a "scarce article''), he then wrote to Robert Todd Lincoln, who supplied a clipped signature from a 
canceled check along with reminiscences of his father's visit to Rhode Island in 1860 after making the Cooper Union 
Address: "Ivel}' well remember my father's trip in the eaJ1y spring of 1860. I was then in New Hampshire at school. He 

,'f}fff'll~ltll DtJtrJl.lO'f (,, l•r (OltK,-. 

went to New York to make a speech at the Cooper Institute and then on his way to see personally how I was getting along, ._. ;; 
made a number of speeches in New England. I remember when fie reached Exeter, NH where I was, how delighted he was with the .~--:_-~ ~-~,-
kindness of his reception in Rhode Island. "The collector couldn't resist commenting, as he forwarded the keepsake, ''. .. I have no ~ 
doubt Mr. Hazard embellished his account to Robert Lincoln most beautifully. .. the letter was a success ... Senator Anthony wrote 

l ~ l 
Mr. Hazard he would like to see the man who could wheedle an autograph out of Robert Lincoln. .. " 

• The Robert Todd Lincoln letter was Included with the clipped 
1 signature - the group fetching $3,740. An 1864 broadside 

issued by E. C. Middleton of Cincinnati, the same gentleman who 
published the famous oval chromolilhographs that resemble actual paintings, Inquired as to the 
whereabouts and welfare of his son. It seems the younger Middleton, not quite sixteen years 
old, yet a member of the 4th Ohio Cavalry, was captured near Atlanta. His distraught parents • 
sought information about him and offered a reward for such Information, or efforts to facilitate 
his exchange. ($1,400.) An 1856 booklet entitled A Plan of Brotherly Copannership of the North 
and South for the Peaceful Extinction of Slavery had a novel solution to the problem vexing the 
country - free the Blacks and replace them with cheap Chinese labor! ($105.). Finally, a 
Confederate election tally sheet from Florida, recording the votes received for Presidential elec
tors and for a congressional candidate in the election of November 6, 1861 was printed on blue 
paper and filled in by the clerks of the election. ($460.) 

Painted In 1962, "Life Mask,' an 
oil on board measuring 19 x 
15", is $28,000 and currently 

for sale by a New York art gallery. 
(Complete catalogue information can be 
found on the website 
www.keoghriehlman.com.) The artist, 
Priscilla Roberts (1916-2001 ), wrote In 
her autobiography: 'My last picture for 
1961 was my first attempt at pajnting 
the wonderful Volk life mask of Lincoln, 
with a winged Victory towering over it
a subject I found so moving that when I 
felt I hadn't done justice to it the first 

R ex Stark's latest catalog had many 
rarely-seen Items. A stanhope 
"bodkin" with Lincoln visage is 

$1,100. (A stanhope is a tiny novelty when 
held up to the light reveals a photograph of 
a given subject.) Another, in the shape of an 
awl, with Jefferson Davis is $2,650. And ... 
this 11 x 18" broadside refuting a scurillous 
pamphlet issued by the Republicans in the 
campaign of 1860 is $3,250 and has true 
cross-over appeal. The title tells all ... The 
Dismissal of Workmen From Colt's Pistol 
Factory. A Black Republican Address tor 
Political Effect! Its Misrepresentations 
Corrected! The text details business deci

Exchanged Prisonen . 
TABB KO'l"IGlll 

.,,,.. 4, ~,,,..__ 
....,_u,. .. ......._.,, . ..,..,... 
.......,._.t&w•..,,_"-'"..,1 ........ 

"'"'-

--~ time, I did it right over again.' In the 
1930s and 40s, before the advent of Abstract Expressionism, several streams of 
American art were developing, including a hybrid of Symbolism named Magic 
Realism. Among its practitioners were Peter Blume, Paul Cadmus, Jared French. 
George Tooker and Priscilla Roberts. Roberts produced a variant of Magic 
Realism which she described as 'Arch Realism.' overall, the Magic Realists were 
concerned with the meticulous representation of the human body and the accou
terments of life-with hard-edged surfaces devoid of brushstrokes. While Roberts 
also painted in this manner, her paintings were darker and more Involved with 
objects - objects that symbolically represented her life. 'I'm a shameless and 
avowed symbolist. 'she declared. As a result her paintings take on a dream-like 
Quality, evoking memories of coming upon an attic of forgotten treasures that 
once defined someone's life. In fact, Roberts collected Americana and other 
antiques, incorporating many pieces in her paintings. Her works have won 
numerous awards and can be found in several permanent collections. 

sions that prompted seasonal hirings and firings at the Hartford arms facto
ry. "The Black Republicans, driven to desperation by the tide of popular opin
ion which is setting against them, have at last become so lost to honor and 
right, as to attack and misrepresent the proprietors of a private establish
ment, who have done much for the mechanics of Connecucut They have 
issued an Address 'to the mechanics and workingmen of Connecticut,' filled 
with misrepresentations. Were these charges true, we should not complain. 
But they are so grossly untrue and unjust, that a word is proper in order that 
the public may have the facts ... the Republicans began to circulate stories that 
workmen of their political faith had been dismissed on account of their poli
tics. This was stated in a public meeting in a neighboring county. .. Col. Colt 
stated that no man had ever been dictated to or dismissed by him on account 
of his politics or religion ... " We suspect that, despite the "injustice··, Sam Colt 
was not altogether impartial in this election. 
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0 nee again, we counsel you ... the ONLY expertise to count on is your own! Gase In point, this e-Bay listing of an Item reported in 
this very journal a few years back. "Up for auction ... is this sixth-plate daguerreotype of William Henry 
Seward, Secretary of State under Uncoln. It is in its original split leather case, a strong porflaft. This 
came from an upstate N. Y. home and was offered at auction in 1998 (est. $4000-5000) and sold for 

well over the high estimate ... but was never paid for because of doubts the buyer had that it was Seward. Affer 
the sale the owner. convinced the photo was authentic, brought it to The Historic Seward House - 33 South 

Street -Auburn N. Y. on Aug. 4th, 1998 and obtained a letter signed by the curator-7he 
daguerreotype shown to me, as curator of the Seward House is - I believe - of William 
Henry Seward. I would date this c. 1858 when he vWJS in the United States Senate. Betty Mae 
Lewis Curator The SEWARD HOUSE' Well now you have the whole story. "And, after sever
al bids were retracted, the seller posted the following notice: "It seems that some people aro 
bent on trashing this piece at all costs, and have even went as far as LYING about this letter Detail of the purported Seward from 1858 ... and 
being authentic. Maybe they aro casting doubt to somehow benefit themselves? How some- a Jm.o.wn portrait from the 1850s. You decide! 

one can have such a high opinion of themse/f to negate the expertise of a curator who has spent 50 years at Seward 
House is beyond me. We hope this doesn1 tum into another kind of 'Sewards Folly.' Bid with confidence. "We contacted the Seward House on our own. Their new Curator 
refused to comment on the situation noting that the current policy is to never use that Institution - or its representatives - to appraise, vet or authenticate anything! He 
contacted Ms. Lewis - she stands by her assessment of the portrait Sad ... really quite sad. Maybe 50 years just wasn't enough! It sold for $2,400. 

C ontrary to the above, e-Bay does provide opportunities for bidding on GENUINE, property attributed daguerreotypes. 
The only problem is that sellers who know what they have, generally have a high opinion of what they have (often jus
tifiably sol). Such was the case when this sixth-plate dag of John Gabel! Breckinridge was listed. By the time "Breck" 
became famous as the youngest ot our vice-presidents in 1857, the popularity of daguerreotypes had waned consider

ably. This image, probably dating from the mid-1840s, shows a very young Breckinridge. In spite of this, many distinguishing facial 
features are readily apparent. Bidding progressed just past $1,800, with the reserve not being met In e-mail correspondence, the 
seller stated his reserve waal18,000 and that he now plans to consign the piece to a West Coast auction house. 

S uspicion should be aroused whenenver one sees a piece that seems out-of-place or noticeably 
different than previous encountered examples. These two "pollticial covers" were just listed on 
e-Bay by the same seller, and represented as presidential campaign covers from 1864. The 
envelopes and stamps are very likely from that period. Unfortunately, we cannot say the same 

for the images. They remind us of work by Lloyd Ostendorf. It is our "suspicion" that the images were 
applied to the plain covers using some sort of laser or photocopy technology. One cover sold for $200 
- the other passed. Be on the lookout, as these will no doubt be "making the rounds" soon! 

S ignature House of Lintllicum, MD hosted an auction in October 
with autograph material from all periods and places of origin. 
While Union military commissions are plenti
ful, it is most unusual to see a Confederate 

example. An unengrossed, unsigned commission, 
Montgomery, AL. 'Yo act as a private armed vessel in 

the service of the Confederate States on the high seas, against the United States of America ... 
during the pendency of the War now existing ... "failed to sell against an estimate of $700-900. 
The Confederate N31JY was virtually non-existent, so ii comes as no surprise that such com
missions, engrossed or not, are rarely seen. And, the CSA government operated out of , 
Montgomery for just a brief period. Also in the sale was a Confederate songsheet written by Dr. 
Barnstable, B.C.H.G. (pen name of Nicholas G. Ridgely), oddly entitled "lmpromptu."An 
excerpt... Wdh Lee to lead us on who'll despair of Hanging Uncoln high as Haman-and to birds 
of air his body soon a proy shall ll;. .. (hey, you were expecting Cole Porter, maybe?) Wrth sev-
eral defects, this rallying song still sold for $250 plus buyer's. In case you were wondering what the Initials B.C.H.G. mean, 
that was explained two lots later, which featured a cabinet card of the song's author, Nicholas Ridgely, In the uniform of 
the Baltimore County Horse Guard, standing next to a comrade-in-arms. ($975.) According to the catalog, Ridgely served 
as a cMlian doctor in the Confederate Army. Perhaps, like other Marylanders, he waited In vain for the day when his home 

state would join the ranks of the Confederacy. In the meantime, he had a great 
looking uniform! We've seen Confederate and Union Oaths of Allegiance, but 
never a voter's oath. This sale had one. Supposedly, election officials would 
require any prospective voter to hand one of these In (although, quite frankly, if 
you were a Southern sympathizer voting for Copperhead candidates, would you 
have any compunction about signing one of these?) This example did not include 
the name or signature of the voter - but It still realized $180. 

Also on e-Bay, selling for 
$1,200, was this 3 112 X 5'' 
Lincoln memorial portrait flag -
the only one we have ever seen. 
It was found in an attic and had 
some damage, but try to find 
another! The design is quite 
familiar, often found on mourn
ing covers. Its use on a patriot
ic background seems odd, 
although similar examples on 
paper were produced. A great 
piece... mourning items don't 
get much better than this! 
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John Scripps, Lincoln Biographer 
Daniel Pearson 

It is ironic that given the urgency which many publi.shers felt 
to bring out a biography of Lincoln immediately after his 
nomination for the presidency in 1860, that perhaps the best 
and most popular work came out relatively late in the cam
paign - not until the middle of July. In fact, it was the last of 

the popular campaign tracts to appear. 
Perhaps it was because John Locke Scripps did not rush his 

biography into print that he was able to fully utilize original 
source material obtained direcUy from Lincoln specifically writ
ten for Scripps' use. And while Lincoln had written a strong let
ter of protest to Cincinnati pubHsher Follett, Foster & Co. over 
the phrase "authorized edition" in an ad for William Dean 
Howells' campaign biography, Scripps' work came very dose to 
being truly an authorized edition. 

John Locke Scripps, a reporter for the 
Chicago Press and Tribune, a longtime 
friend of Lincoln, determined relatively 
late In the campaign to pen a life of Lincoln. 
It was not until early June 1860 that he 
traveled to Springfield to gather informa
tion. ln a letter to William H. Herndon 
dated June 24, 1865, Scripps recalled, 

"l assume I never performed a work 
more conscientiously in my life than the pro
duction of that biographical sketch. I am 
also ve,y sure that Mr. Lincoln was equally 

John Locke Scripps. sincere and conscientious in furnishing me 
with the facts connected with his own and 

his family's history. The chief difficulty I had was lo communicate 
the homely facts of his early life." ----

It was primarlly for Scripps' book that I 
Lincoln produced the long handwritten 
autobiographical sketch of his life. 
However, a few other biographers also 
made use of this sketch, specifically William 
Dean Howells and James Quay Howard. 

When one reads the correspondence 
that passed between Lincoln and Scripps 
after the initial interview in June 1860, it 
becomes apparent that the candidate took 
a deep personal interest in the production 
of the work, even agreeing to read and 
approve the manuscript before publication. 
However, circumstances prevented this 
from being done, and we are thus denied a 
fully "authorized" biography of Lincoln. 

wider distribution to the east coast electorate. Once arrangements 
had been made with a New York publisher, Scripps planned to com
plete the manuscript in Chicago and then brlng it to Springfield for 
Lincoln's approval on his way to New York. But the demands of the 
New York publisher would not only alter Scripps' plans, but it 
would also change the very nature of the biography itself. 

Medill contracted with Horace Greeley's New York Tribune to 
jointly publish Scripps' work. But rather than working with his 
Chicago counterpart. Greeley made a series of demands that 
would seriously alter the final product. While Scripps was 
preparing a manuscript that would result in a biography 96 pages 
long, Greeley insisted on a publication of 31 pages, so that it 
would be similar to the format of a campaign biography of John 
C. Fremont he published in 1856. Further, Greeley demanded that 
Scripps deliver the manuscript without delay so that it could be 
issued as soon as possible (with so many competing publications 
already released, time was money). Scripps was forced to set off 
for New York immediately, foregoing his stop in Springfield to 
have Lincoln review the manuscript. In addition, Scripps worked 
day and night during the trip and after his arrival in New York to 
trim the production down to the proper length. 

Knowing that Lincoln would not have the opportunity to 
review the manuscript, Scripps stated in a letter to Lincoln that 
he took extra care to strike out many portions to ensure that it 
would in&ide "nothing in the biography which will in any 
respect annoy you or give you pain." He also admitted that due 
to the tight restrictions on space, he had "been compelJed to 
omit much that I would have got in had we published a larger 
pamphlet." Greeley also insisted on expanding the coverage of 
the Lincoln-Douglas Debates, about which Scripps had no first
hand knowledge. So Scripps asked his colleague Horace White 
to write that portion of the biography. White had accompanied 
Lincoln on much of the campaign tour in 1858, and therefore had 
intimate knowledge of that hfatoric event. 

When Ernest Wessen wrote his groundbreaking study of 
1860 campaign biographies in 1937, he did not have the benefit 
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--- .. ~..:=.· ---·- _,,I After beginning his work on the biog
raphy, Scripps wrote Lincoln on June 18, 
1860, saying that Joseph Medill, the Editor 
of the Press and Tribune, thought it best to 
bring out the life story in both New York 
and Chicago, thus taking advantage of a 

The Second State of the Chicago 
edition of Scripps' biography has 

advertising on the last page in 
double columns. Wessen mistak
enly said thls was the First State. 

The First State of the Chicago 
Scripps has advertising in a single 
column, matching the design of the 
New York edition. Wessen incorrect-

ly noted this as the Second State. 

The New York edition of the 
Scripps life has the advertising In 

a single column, like the First 
State Chicago edition. 
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The Chicago Scripps does 
not have a running title at 

the top. Its appearance may 
lead one to believe that it is 
a disbound chapter from 

a book. 

The New York edition of 
Scripps· bio was issued as 
part of the 'Tribune Tracts' 
series. The title at the top 

identifies it as a 
campaign document. 

of using the Robert Todd Lincoln Papers in the Library of Congress, which contained 
the correspondence between Scripps and Lincoln. These papers would not be made 
available to researchers for another 10 years. As a result, Wessen made some funda
mental errors ln determining the true story of the Scripps biography, including revers
ing the priority of the first and second states of the Chicago edition. In all fairness, one 
must say that if Wessen had had access to the Lincoln Papers, he would have certainly 
reached the same conclusions I have reached. 

Wessen made the error concerning the first state of the Chicago edition by falsely 
assuming the type was set and stereotype plates for the Scripps' Life were made in 
Chicago. Wessen assumed that one set was sent off to New York to produce the Tribune 
Tracts No. 6, and the other immediately used to begin printing the first Chicago edition . 

However, the exact opposite actually occurred. In Lincoln lore number 844 (June 
11, 1945), Louis A. Warren suggested that the type was set for the pamphlet and the 
stereoplates were cast in New York, with the duplicate set being sent to Chicago. 
Correspondence found in the Lincoln Papers in the Library of Congress proves this 
theory to be the case. As stated previously, John Locke Scripps set out from Chicago 
traveling to New York while he was stilJ at work on the manuscripL He did not finish 
it until well alter he arrived on the east coast and met with Horace Greeley. 

The biography was completed and set in type by Saturday, July 7, 1860. It was stereo
typed by the foUowlng Monday or Tuesday. Two sets of plates were then made. The first set 
was immediately put into production prlnting the New York edition of the biography. The 
second set of plates were shipped to Chicago, arriving there on or about Friday, July 13th. 

Without access to Scripps' correspondence in the Lincoln Papers, it was reasonable for Ernest Wessen to conclude that since 
Scripps wrote the biography, the plates were produced in Chicago. Wessen then deduced that the variant printing of the campaign life 
with the advertising set in double columns, and promoting Chicago-produced campaign documents, was created when the type was 
first set. Wessen then supposes that once the plates produced in Chicago arrived in New York, the Tribune reset the final page to pro
mote their own newspaper. He further deduces that the Tribune also reset the Press and Tribune plates to match the New York edition. 
before printing more copies of the Chicago edition using their superior printing facilJties. 

But, again, exactly the opposite actually occurred. The type was set and the stereoplates made in New York. The ads on page 32 were 
set in the same similar single-column format, both containing general subscription information for their respective newspapers. Thus the 
New York and Chicago edition with the single column ads can be considered the first state editions. When the Chicago plates arrived in 
that city, the Press and Tribune then reset page 32 to promote their Republican campaign material. Further, given the lag time It took for the 
stereoplates to be shipped from New York to Chicago, it can be said with some certainty that the New York edition preceded the Chicago 
edition by several days. Thus the true "first edition," that is, the first edition to be published, bears the New York Tribune Tract imprint. 

However, to further confound matters for Wessen was the existence of a copy of the first Chicago edition (now proved to be the 
true second edition) which he claimed was printed directly from type rather than stereoplates. Warren also reveals the existence of a 
New York edition also printed from type. No doubt these copies were both struck off alter setting the type and before the mats were 
produced for the stereotypes. While no such copies have been reported, one can suppose that there were such "proof" copies of the 
first Chicago edition produced as well. The copy from type of the second Chicago edilion as reported by Wessen, was no doubt made 
after the last page was reset to the double - column format advertising 1860 campaign documents. 

The New York edition of the Scripps biography is scarce, and the Chicago edition downright rare. Much bas been made over the 
years of the Chicago Fire's role in destroying many copies of that city's edition. While that may be a factor in contributing to the rari
ty, I do not believe it is the only factor that needs to be considered. I believe the rarity of the Chicago edition can be ascribed to two 
additional factors: the number printed and the appearance of the pamphlet. As Louis Warren pointed out, the Chicago edition in par
ticular very much resembles a disbound chapter from a larger work. With its title at the top and "Chapter I" subtitle, it very much looks 
like the opening few pages of a book. No doubt many of these pamphlets found their way into the trash bin via an owner thinking them 
to be worthless fragments. On the other hand, the addition of the head Tribune Tracts - No. 6 and a simple rule at the top of the New 
York edition gives a person a quick clue that it is an entity into itself. 

The second cause of the rarity of the Chicago edition may be market size. In 1860, Chicago had a population of just over J 10,000, 
with few large cities in close proximity. New York, on the other hand, was an urban center with 1,175,000 inhabitants, with the large 
cities of Boston, Philadelphia, and Albany close by. Joseph Medill's decision to connect with a New York publisher in order to give 
Scripps' biography greater exposure can also help explain the rarity ot the Chicago edition. The market in the West was considerably 
smaller, so fewer copies were produced. 

There is a great disparity between the values of the Chicago edition ( of either the first or second state) and the New York edition. The 
Tribune Tracts editions selJ for about $250. The most recent retail sale of a Chicago edition (second state) saw the rare item go for $3,500. 

Regardless of the rarity of the Scripps biography, one cannot help but feel a twinge of loss at what might have been. Had not 
Horace Greeley insisted on a vastly reduced biography rushed to press, we may have been left with a larger, more expanded work. And 
had Scripps been allowed the time to stop in Springfield before going on to New York, perhaps Abraham Lincoln would have taken the 
time to review the manuscript, as he appears to have indicated a willingness to do. What a treasure that book would have been! cb 
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him to the same office In 1839. It was Noah's brother, James H., who 
was best man at the wedding of Abraham Uncoln and Mary Todd. 

This document was obtained from a reputable auction 
house and its authenticity is beyond question. Interestingly, on 
the verso is a rubber stamp imprint "LIBRARY OF HANNIBAL 
HAMLIN.'' (Figure I). It appeared strange that a somewhat 
obscure Illinois land deed of little historic interest should end up 

In Hamlin's library. 
~ef,< •• 4. ""4N-.,-,-,;... In February 2001 we (NFB)l 
• :; 1 ,....._ listed this document In our sales 

catalogue of Lincoln and 
~ ... i:,J,.._,._ Lincoln-related material. Of 

great interest was the response 
we received from other dealers, 
documenting the same observa
tion (including GWW)2 It quickly 
became apparent that this was 
not the only document or book 
stamped with Hamlin's name. 

j 
With this new information, we 

I 
remembered seeing other cata
logues, which included similarly 

_.,.k .1-,,.,_,._. __ , stamped pieces - even little 
---""'-- - •· - - pieces of a blotter, which pur-

Deed from Charles Webster & others portedly came from the desk of 
to Asa Eastman, with Hannibal Hamlin. Virtually all of 

LIBRARY OF HANNIBAL HAMLIN these pieces in the market-
stamp. place, including the document 

we purchased, were represent
ed as having come from 

Hannibal Hamlin's library in Bangor, Maine. It now appears that 
these Hamlin stamps were forged - a story never told to collec
tors and archivists. 

The first dealer to respond to the above listing was Gary W. 
Woolson who submitted the following narrative, detailing the 
background of these Hamlin Imprints, attributing the practice to 
a Canadian book dealer, Borden Clarke. Gary submits the fol
lowing account: 

I began purchasing books from Mr. Clarke in the late 1950s 
and have no recollection of how I came across his name or caJa
logues. I was in the Navy and purchased items I was interested in 
reading. In 1961, I was stationed in Winter Harbor. Maine and 
became interested in Maine history. Darke had a lot of material as 
he had purchased a large selection of general books from Hannibal 
Hamlin's home in Bangor. Maine. The Hamlin home had come 
into possession of the Bangor Theological Seminary and was being 
cleaned out as it was to become the home of the Seminary presi
dent. As I found out many years laJer, Clarke did not purchase any 
of the "bener malerial. " The items he did purchase began to 
appear in his catalogues and were listed as from "the library of 
Hannibal Hamlin." I ordered several items and they arrived 
stamped ''Library of Hannibal Hamlin." I had some of the early doc
uments from Illinois that Clarke stamped claiming that Lincoln had 
given them to Hamlin. I also purchased a portfolio with a leather 
label on the front cover "Vice President of the United States" and 
inside were .1 or 4 pieces of green blotter, a Civil War era photo
graph and some legal/receipt-type papers from Sangamon County. 
Illinois, all stamped "library of Hannibal Hamlin." Qarke's story 
was that President Lincoln had presented these items to Vice 

President Hamlin - the pieces of green blotter had been used by 
Hamlin to blot corrections he had made to the Emancipation 
Proclamation. Was I ever 'green' and all-trusting. Why would 
President lincol.n, who had his home in Springfield, truck all these 
~year old legal papers and receipts to Washington? Why would 
he present these papers to someone to whom he was not particu
larly close? 

I purchased a good many items from Clarke, not all Hamlin 
pieces. I still have one of his books, an 1844 children's story of the 
southern states, inscribed, 'J. Thornton With the Respects of Mr. 
Lincoln' {not the handwriting of Mary Todd or Abraham Lincoln} 
with the Hamlin stamp. I had ordered a $300 item that was sold, so 
he offered me this signed book as a substitute, since I was such a 
'good customer. ' Why would Abraham Lincoln give such an oddity 
to Hamlin as a present (See Figure 2)? 

Southern State~ ... bOok with inscription and 
LIBRARY OF HANNIBAL HAMLIN stamp. 

After my stint in the United States Navy, I returned to Maine 
and became a bookseller and am now ready to start my 35th year. 
In the later 1960s or early 1970s, I showed the Hamlin items to 
another bookseller and his remark was, '1 know who has that 
stamp, " which ended my buying from Darke. 

living in Bangor. I started finding Hamlin books everywhere 
during these years. Most had his signature on the flyleaf or title 
page, generally in pencil and usually just "Hamlin" or "H.H. "Even 
more plentiful were books from the collection of Charles Hamlin, 
his grandson and biographer. Not one item had ever been stamped 
''Library of Hannibal Hamlin. " 

In the early 1990s, I had a chance to view the remaining mate
rial from the Hannibal Hamlin home, mostly government reports 
and paper items. Long after Hamlin's days as Vice President, he 
seems to have received regular shipments of government docu
ments relating to western exploration, geological atlases, some 
with presentation leather labels on the front cover and others with 
autographs on the fly leaves or title pages. The original drawings 
for his tomb were with this material as were Civil War maps and a 
printed copy of the Emancipation Proclamation. I was permitted to 
purchase everything that did not have any idenLification as to 
being Hamlin's. Nowhere was there an imprinted stamp ''Library of 
Hannibal Hamlin." 

continued next page 
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/ have little remaining of the material I obtained from Clarke. I have contacted the Bangor Theological Seminary - they have nothing 
in their files which would be helpful in adding further light on dealings with Clarke. I have a~ked several book dealers if they knew or remem
bered Borden Clarke. One recalled him and remembered that he had been in business as early as the 1930s. Clarke apparently had his early 
training with a Mr. Gold, probably from Connecticut, who was reported to have recruited college students. intelligent, handsome young men 
and trained them as buyers - fanning out throughout New England and nearby states. They went to every library, historical society. museum 
and collector searching for merchandise. Many of these men later established their own businesses. 

As for Clarke's background, we have learned that Clarke lived In Ottawa. Canada in the 1930s and In the I940s moved to 
Morrisburg, Ontario, across the St. Lawrence River from Ogdensburg. It was here that he established the "Old Author's Bookshop," 
where he became a "preeminent" dealer. It Is known that he acquired his Inventory through extensive searches throughout the United 
States and Canada He purchased flrst editions from public institutions, including the Vatican. His customers included Prime Minister 
McKenzie King and Franklin Roosevelt. During World War Two. he was requested by the Prime Minister to watch for submarines on 
the St. Lawrence River and report to him dally. Clarke sold his store in the 1980s, which has since passed through at least two hands, 
but still exists as a bookstore. Borden Clarke died in 1989. It may reasonably be concluded that the stamped imprint "LIBRARY OF HAN
NIBAL HAMLIN" on any document, letter or book is a forgery. perpetrated by Borden Clarke . .,,._ 

1. Norman F. Boas, Seaport Autographs, Mystic, CT. 
2. Gary W. Woolson, Bookseller, Newburgh. NE. 

Rail Splinters ~ Rail Splitter Gene Leasure recently acquired an inter-
• • esting letter lrom Robert Todd Lincoln to the noted 

scholar and Lincoln photograph collector, Frederick Hill 
Meserve. Gene writes: People often wrote to Robert Lincolr, asking 
for autographs and souvenirs (the "expendableu supply was quick-

~ WHERE have all the Threads gone? - Far, far from ly exhausted), or seeking opinions on the authenticity or impor-
• -~ the hands of collectors. it has come to our atten- lance of relics and mementos. We can imagine the burden placed 

tion that the 566-page bible for collectors of American political upon Lincoln's only surviving son to respond to all these requests. 
textiles (including Lincoln rlags!), Threads of History -Americana It could only have have been slightly less onerous than the flood of 
Recorded on Cloth 1775 to the Present by Herbert Ridgeway office seekers that besieged his father. Nonetheless, he made a sin· 
Collins, published in 1979 by the Smithsonian Institution Press, cere effort to comply. It became more difficult in later life. In this 
has become quite scarce. And with this scarcity; prices have feller, written on June 12, 1917, Lincoln complains of poor health. 
escalated to the $200-300 range - a prohibitive price for the casu- '7 have been very much out of health for more than a year, and a 
al reader! In a recent on-line book search of inventory from some good many of my things are in disorder." Commenting on a carte-
2,000 dealers, we could only source two copies for sale - one for de-visite supplied by Meserve, he responds '· ... It looks to me ... as 
$425, the other $525. The history of what befell this though it is an enlargement of a very small tin-
important work speaks to government waste and true type ... which I remember seeing in those old limes 
short-sightedness. It turns out that in the mld-1980s. a as being issued in sheets for campaign purposes; 
new "cosH:uttlng" administrator proposed disposing of :--_:::, ;:i:: ·: ::':.:' ,:;: - .. ~ .... , but whether in the Lincoln-Douglas campaign of 
what could be determined as "unnecessary" warehouse ,.. ... , ...... ,,_, ,,. "' 1858 or in the Presidential campaign of 1860, I do 
space the Smithsonian leased in Maryland. One such ""' • "" ::,"':, ,. ~ "" __ not recall." We appreciate your sharing the 
storage facility housed books kept as Inventory by the ..... • • _ ... _ • ""- insight! Unfortunately, despite his position, he 
Smithsonian Press. In a decision that defies logic, every '"'""'' ,.u, was not very authoritative on such matters -
title that was a "Remainder" that had NOT enjoyed llrfu.;°"'~1• 'l. there were no campaign badges produced In 
robust sales in the previous year (we don't know the -. ···:~ :.::::.:.•· 1858; the "tintype" was copied from the carte-de-
numbers involved but suspect that sales of Threads at - .... ... vislte, more than likely, not the other way 
the gift shop were never spectacular), would be disposed around. His recollection of sheets of cam-
of. Now ••• rather than take all the remainder copies and .:.;::::.. paign photos was accurate, despite the lapse 
sell them in bulk to dealers, or even give them away, the -• of fifty-seven years. You should know that all 
powers that be thought it more cost-effective to simply of these Robert Todd Lincoln letters to 
SHRED every book that met the criterion and recycle the Meserve (two sold in last year's Rail Splitter 
paper! Sadly,itwasn'tuntilsometenyearsafterthebookwas ..• , .. _\;."'.':;·:,~;~ auction)were saved, and sold as a single lot 
published that It really caught on and was found to be an . ~.:;::::.:•~"'.:-;·., .. ~-= ~....... by Charles Hamilton in his disposal of prop
essential reference source. We contacted the history pub- • :,:;:;• • • .::'.~ :;-,:--: ;.:.,--::_• • • erty lrom Meserve's daughter. The noted 
lishing department at the Smithsonian, and inquired if they - - ..... • -•, .. ,.. - manuscript dealer, Bruce Gimelson, pur
had plans to republish the work. Sorry to report, no. Asked ~-... ::.::.:::-::: ::'. ..::-' :::.. chased the group - and subsequently passed 
about how many copies were printed in 1979, they said, " We • ·;:_;--;;:· :.:::;-: ; :::--·."'.-:-· them on to Florida militaria scholar and deal-
have no idea how many copies were printed, nor any way of • .. _ -- • er, Norm f'layderman. They have since been 
finding out. Those were the dark ages!" That must explain the ··:: ...:.:= ~-.:,.--:;_ .. ," - ... • dispersed and appear now and again. Still, 
unenlightened business decisions made at the time. • ·:_-::; ,.::;::·: ..... 7:"" .:'::. Gene's example has to be one of the more 

'------~~~---' interesting examples! 

29 -----------------------



---------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

LETTERS 
~EDITOR 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

I received my copy of The Rail Splitter today, and enjoyed it 
as usual. 

For your information, your suspicions about the supposed 
Lincoln funeral photograph reproduced on page 30 are correct. 
The photograph shown is from the funeral of Gen. William T. 
Sherman in St. Louis, MO, February 22, 1891. (See Fellman, M. 
Citizen Sherman. New York, Random House, 1995, p. 305). 

Keep up the good work! 

Steven J. Krause 
Madison, WI 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

+ 

As usual, I enjoyed the material in your last Rail Splitter. 
Perhaps I can shed some additional and correct light on the 
story on page 31 concerning T. D. Jones. 

Without the proper modesty, I claim to have written the 
definitive biography of Thomas Dow Jones, the sculptor from 
Cincinnati. It is entitled Abraham Lincoln and Others at the St 
Nicholas. In it, I prove that Jones got Lincoln to pose for him at 
the St. Nicholas for about a month and a half, beginning 
December 30, 1860, and endjng when he left town. No other 
sculptor can claim so much time with Lincoln. Lincoln did not 
pose for Jones in Cincinnati in 1860 or 1861. He was still in 
Springfield finishing his bust in clay after Lincoln left Springfield 
on February 11, 1861. Jones then carved In marble the bust of 
Lincoln for the Capitol at Columbus, Ohio. 

Dear Rail Splitters, 

But I never learned that Jones 
cast one in bronze! That is truly a find! 

If anybodywants a copy of my work 
on Jones, contact Mayhaven Publishing, 
P.O. Box 557, Mahomet, JL 61853. 

Wayne C. Temple 
Springfield, IL 

[Editor: The St. Nicholas Hotel was 
located In Springfield at the corner of 
Jefferson and Fourth.] 

+ 

In looking over my recently purchased copy of Lloyd 
Ostendorl's Lincoln in Photographs-A Complete Album, I just 
can't feel secure in the theory that Ostendorf has included a pur
ported photo of Lincoln never before published. It shows an out
side camp group photo of the Fifth New York Cavalry Regiment, 
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a part of the army defending Washington from September, 1862 to 
February, 1863. Ostendorf designated this photo as ~ on pages 
105 and 116. It shows Llncoln with a left profile in the midclle of a 
group of lounging union soldiers between two tents. It was a "newly 
discovered" photograph published exclusively in this 1998 publi
cation by Rockywood Press. The photograph, by O.Pierre Havens, 
was obtained from the descendants of Lieutenant Edmund Blunt. 
The Lieutenant wrote home that the President visited the regiment 
and a photograph was made "which Included me." 

First, I find it interesting that for a staged photograph, 
almost everyone is looking at the camera except Lincoln. 
SecondJy, in the presence of the President of the Uruted States, 
would soldiers truly be lounging around? (Several soldiers are 
shown lying quite casually in the background.) Thirdly, if the 
image was staged, why would Lincoln be in the background, not 
lhe foreground where he would be more easily recognized? And. 
clearly shown by the study itself, the men do not seem very 
excited by the occasion. 

At first glance the man in the middle staring to the left, don
ning a stove-pipe hat, does resemble Lincoln, He has what looks 
like a protruding cheekbone and furrowed cheek. He has a dark 
complexion and is also dressed in a formal coat and white shirt. 
However, if one looks closer at the picture of the subject's face. 
one can make out several structural anomalies not consistent with 
other available side pictures of Lincoln. For one, the height of the 
collar at the back reaches a height at the base of the ear lobe and 
looks to be about an inch directly below his left ear lobe. Lincoln 
had a long neck and all known profile photographs show a collar 
3 or 4 inches below his ear, even when he was wearing those high 
collars. In Haven's photo, the shape of the ear is sloped back and 
seems flattened against the head Ln actuality, Lincoln's left ear 
seemed to flare almost straight out so that a side shot would have 
a much narrower look to it. Lastly, Lincoln's top hat pretty much 
rested on bis ears In every other known photograph. Jn the Haven 
photograph, the hat seems perched several inches above 
Lincoln's ears, even though it seems well seated at the brow line. 

Whether the photo was intentionally made to imitate 
Lincoln or whether it was coincidence, no one will ever know. I 
would be interested in hearing other opinions on this argument. 
Granted the clarity of Haven's photo leaves a great deal to be 
desired. Alas, I only wish we would have had the opportunity to 
confront the author in person. 

Steve M. Coon 
Bartlett, II 

++ 
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SOME INSIGHT ON THE LIFE OF 

BOSTON CORBETT 

Paul Olinkiewicz 

the Terry family and Orient, New York, were from shared reli
gious experiences. The Village of Orient at this time - after the 
Civil War - had a population of about 700, primarily engaged in 
farming. There was a large Methodist congregation in town, and 
camp meetings were common, the most famous on nearby 
Shelter Island, where a community was eventually built around 

Sergeant Boston Corbett, the man who killed John Wilkes the Grove. Corbett may have attended these meetings, along 
Booth, is an enigma in many ways. Little is known of his life after with other people mentioned in the letter. All are common fami-
his "fifteen minutes" of tame. I would like to pass along some ly names in this part of Long Island. The history of these com-
information gleaned from a letter by Corbett which I purchased munities makes no mention of Boston Corbett or show any con-
over 20 years ago from lhe estate of a local antiquarian who spe- nection with him to any of the local families. Despite its distance 
cialized in getting into local attics when they still had something from New York City, the eastern end of Long Island was easily 
to offer. accessible by Long Island Railroad and steamboat service. An 

The item is a three-page autograph letter, with envelope, easy trip for a wanderer such as Corbett, following his religious 
written by Boston Corbett to William T. Terry of Orient, New odyssey. It would appear from the letter that going to Saratoga was 
York, a small town of the eastern North Fork of Long Island, no hardship for him. Eastern Long Island would be even easier. 
about 120 miles from New York City. It is dated ~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!'!!'!!!!!!""'-,~~~~--!':'1,-•••••r.'!!!!'!!!!!'!!!!"'~'!!!!'!~ 
September 7, 1867 from Corbett's residence at 91 ~ 
Attorney Street, New York, and enclosed in an envelope (_ 
imprinted "William 8. Ketcham. Publisher. Importer & 

1 

~ 

Bookseller. 2 Cooper Union, New York." 
To summarize, it is obvious that Corbett has had 

previous correspondence with Terry, that they share I 
many acquaintances, and he regrets not answering a 
letter written to him on August 2nd. The letter is clear
ly written with no indication of the insanity which he is ~ 
said to have been afflicted with. There are very strong 
religious themes however, in keeping with what is ~.;,;;;~===~~iii.;;.;.;;...;..~~11;,~iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~~!!,l!:;~~----'..:~~ 
known of his life and beliefs. He explains he has been 
working at "My trade" (hat maker?) at Mr. Clark's, 118 Nassau 
Street, and holding prayer meetings in his room. 

Corbett sends greetings from various friends who attend his 
meetings, and notes he is leaving for a Grove Meeting at Sal!'atoga 
and hopes to see the Terrys there. He complains of not having 
been to any camp meeting all summer, and returns with thanks 
$2.00 lent to him by Terry, asks for prayers, and sends blessings 
to "you and Sister Terry. .. Brother Reeves ... Bro. Gardiner." He clos
es the letter "Yours in Jesus." 

Inside the envelope, were several cartes-de-visite or Corbett 
seated in an ornate chair. It would seem that his connection with 

The Terry family was among the early settlers of Southold 
Town in 1640. They later moved east to the area of Orient (then 
known as Oyster Ponds) prior to the American Revolution. The 
village was strongly pro-Union, and contributed many men to the 
127th New York Volunteers (the "Monitor Regiment"), as well as 
other New York units. It is quite possible there is some connec
tion between these men and Corbett, who was a member of the 
16th New York Cavalry. In any case, what little information that 
is provided in the letter may offer some clues or new direction 
to researchers looking for further insight into the life and travels 
of Boston Corbett! ~ 

9.nmi ol' alu-r-. ..4-.,._.,i.., 
~t in 9ouJ. :.aJ. t&t 

lfyouarc&Dlng ... We buy autographs. documea1II, manusc:rlp15, famil}' corrc,opondenc:c, 
algncd books, signed photoB, relb llli50Cl.ated with famous people; 
stamp l'.Ollections.O>lncollccdoos, CIC. We ha..,e paldoutover S20 mlWoo 
In the last five }'can alooc l'or maCcrill1 of chJs oature. Whc:ther your 
masterpiece ls a single Item oranenlirec:olkctloo, valued at $1,000 or $1 
million-we are cager to purchase and can p;ay you ""lthlo 24 hours. Call 
forafrcebrochureor fax what you baveforsak. 

llyou are Buying ... UoJver5lty pnxluces the mostfrequcotaud ewting IJ.'lla In the track:. Call 
today for a free ll~L We handle mo,ot ncry category and our enormous 
volume allows you lo purchase al the most competitive prlres. 

Vistt cmr Web Sih: at UnlvcrsltyA..rchJves.com 
('_ill Toll l'ree: 800·237-.56?2 or 2(lr1'\-1-0I 11 • !'ax 20.:1 l'\-1 5111 
Wrah: n• ,ll' 49 Richmondville Avenue• Westport, cro688o 

e-M.,U, JohnOl nivt.'n.ir}'Archivt.":',..n.,m 

e 11,·m~M.,.. .tM.-t • f.tie\'1 • •rom,~rlf" XJCH1,·. Li.li.t ~ 

31 

t10~t itt 
-f-?,~)¼_. I) -_,,;-fJ - / 

In case you were wondering ... "Abrahm Lincoln" 
In Mandarin Chinese and in Japanese! 



~notber ~reat jf inb! Rail Splitter Phil Bickerton recently found this circular 
advertising a paperback account of the assassination. As cata
logued by Monghan (#768), this work "included news dispatches 
and descriptions of patriotic demonstrations throughout the United 
States." A German edition (#3787) is also listed. This 8 x 11" ad 

notes that the book 
r--------------~ -!'!-

111
-,-.. -.-.---, would be "For Sale by 

our Agent only, who will 
call soon for this 
Circular." Our resident 
bibliophile, Dan 
Pearson, tells us this 
meant that in 
advance of publication 
- agents could go to 
work using these circu
lars to pre-sell books. 
The holder of one 
would then redeem it 
once copies of the 
book had been shipped 
from the printer. When 
Phil discovered the 
piece, it was in an old 
frame with only the 
side printed in English 
visible. He was delight
ed to discover that it 
was printed on both 
sides with the same 
details in German on 
the verso for immi

L....::::::====::::::::====::::::::=====-===~ grant customers! 

In the next iBBue of The Rall Splltter, the most deoo(ed Uncoln collector of them all, 
Theodore R008evelt. 

The Rail Splitter r:---

Jonathan H. Mann - Publisher 
Donald L. Ackerman - Editor-in-Chief 

Editors: Timothy H. Bakken, Martin C. Carlino, 
Curtis T. Lindner, Daniel £. Pearson, John Pfeifer, 
Dr. Edmund 8. Sullivan, David B. Yount 

The Rail Splitter is published four times a year 
with an annual subscription rate of $24.00. 

For information or subscription, please write to: 
The Rail Sp/ii/er, Post Office Box 275, New York, NY 10044. 

Tel. 212-980-7031. FAX: 212-741-8756 
E-Mail: splitter@lnterport.net 

© 2002, The Rail Splitter 
All material In this publication, both text and graphic, Is copyrighted 
and subject to this notice. Reprint permission for articles and pho
tographs must be given by the Publisher. All editorial comments are 
to be considered only as opinions and are offered wllhout expressed 
guarantee as to accuracy, either stated or Implied. If any date, figure 
or fact contained herein Is Inaccurate. we regret the error, but dis
claim any llablllty for Its consequence. 
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