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JOHN CHARLES FREMONT: 
Premier Pathfinder - Pathetic Politician 

Robert Sterling 

A 
day of reckoning was fast approach
ing the nation in 1856. And John C. 
Fremont had played no small part 
in the collage of historical events of 
the preceding decade. The war with 
Mexico bore bitter fruit for some; 

juicy fruit for others. The "Bear Flag 
Revolt" in California, the addition of 
Oregon, and a gold rush that attracted 
thousands all combined to force 
Congress to address the political issue. A 
major compromise to add California as 
the 31st state terminated the ancient 
slave/free state equilibrium. It was only a 
four-year rest before political and physi
cal clashes would resume. The Kansas
Nebraska Act was meant to soothe the 
slavery mess, but only intensified it. 
Fanatical, perhaps insane, John Brown 
hacked up a few slavery supporters in 
Kansas and Representative Brooke, the 
bully, caned abolitionist Charles Sumner 
on the Senate floor. AU of these episodes 
were derived from Manifest Destiny, gold 
lever, and "that harlot slavery." Together 

the events served as a wellspring for two 
men, John C. Fremont and Abraham 
Lincoln, who became major players in the 
next three presidential elections. 

The UJe of John C. Fremont had 
already surpassed, in reality, what few peo
ple could conjure with imagination. His 
mother, not yet divorced from her aging 
slav~holding husband, and a French emi
gre named Charles Fremont had an affair. A 
baby was born long before Lhe aging Mr. 
Pryor applied for a divorce (Virginia law 
required a special state legislative permit). 
The application was denied and it was not 

The only extant example of a ticket to the first 
Republfcan National Convention that nominated 

Fremont as their Standard Bwer. 

MARY LINCOLN'S FATAL FAVOR 

Maj. James Rowan O'Belrne, 
Provost Marshal of the 
District of Columbia. 

Timothy H Bakken 

J ohn Frederick Parker is known to posterity for one reason: the 
fact that on the night of April 14, 1865, he abandoned his post 
as a bodyguard outside of the Presidential box at Ford's Theatre 
ln Washington, D.C., thereby enabling John Wilkes Booth to 

reach Abraham Lincoln and commit the most infamous murder in 
American history. Although Parker's dereliction of duty is now a fix
ture of Lincoln assassination lore, it only became public knowledge 
nearly half a century later, when it was published amongst Lhe remi
niscences of his fellow bodyguard Willian1 H. Crook. 

More startling than Crook's revelation, however, was the 
eventual publication of evidence suggesting that Mary Lincoln 

-------- continued page 7 

until Pryor's death, 
years later, that a 
marriage was possi
ble. The stigmatism of 
illegitimacy surfaced in 
the 1856 election. 

After Fremont's 
father died unex
pectedly, the family 
- composed with 
mother, brother and 
sister - removed to 

An ambrotype of 
Fremont, circa 1856, by 

Mathew Brady. 
(National Portrait Gallery.) 

Charleston, SC. The teenager had demon
strated outstanding Intelligence and was 
befriended by Joel Poinsett-both were mem
bers of St. Phillip's Church. Poinsett had just 
returned from Mexico (and would introduce 
a new plant bearing his name) where he had 
served as the first U. S. Minister to that coun
try. The Minister assisted Fremont in getting 
a commission in the Topographical Corps 
with a surveying assignment into the 
Minnesota-Dakota territories. 

While stationed in Washington, DC, 
Fremont was encouraged by Senator 
Thomas H. Benton to explore beyond the 
Missouri River. The young lieutenant was 
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----------------- THE RAfLSPLITTER ----------------

From the Publisher 
"I long ago made up my mind that if anybody wants 
to kill me, he will do it If I wore a shirt of mail and 

kept myseU surrounded by a bodyguard, it would be 
all the same. There are a thousand ways to getting 

at a man if it is desired that he should be killed." 
(A. Lincoln, letter to Noah Brooks, Spring 1863.) 

maker whose shop was directly under the Lincoln law office. 
"Into her father's shop one morning of Februm·y 1861 had come Mr. 
Lincoln with a sheaf of papers in one hand, saying he was going to 
put them in the stove. Her father had said to Mr. Lincoln, 'Why not let 
me have them?' And Lincoln had done so. Into the cabinetmaker's 
hands went letters of friendly and anxious men giving counsel or 
sending good wishes and prayers, letters warning of assassination by 
gunshot or poison, letters of riditule and belittlement... While the let
ters didn't go into the hot stove and perish by fire, they nevertheless 
do articulate the anxieties and tensions of many American citizens 
who in that winter gathered around the stove of a country store, a li1>-

T
hat Abraham Lincoln predicted his own, early death - from ery stable, the shop of a harness maker or cabinetmaker." 
something other than natural causes - is well documented. Of the Hot Stove Letters, Sandburg transcribed four that 
His fatalism, part of the man's dark, morose cosmology, were death-threats. Three of these made it into the 1952 auction 
has been the stuff of psychological/historical study for 150 dispersal of the Barrett Collection at Parke Bernet Galleries in 
years. There is little doubt that bouts of depression crip- New York City. (The whereabouts of that fourth letter remains 
pied the great man on occasion. But fear for his own life unknown.) Here I was holding lots #224, 226, and 269 - three let-

never could. It would seem he found strength in resignation to ters delivered into the President-elect's hands just prior to his 
his own mortality. In his eulogy for the late Zachary Taylor, deliv- taking the Oath of Office. Reading these invectives, I could only 
ered July 25, 1850 in Chicago, Lincoln pronounced uThe death of wonder what Lincoln thought. Befuddled amusement? Perhaps. 
the late President may not be without its use, in reminding us, that Apprehension? Possibly. Fear? Never! 
we, too, must die. Death, abstractly considered, is the same with the What we know about Lincoln ... for that matter, all that we 
high as with the low; but practically, we are not so much aroused know of our past, is a result of history being saved from the fires. 
to the contemplation of our own mortal natures, by the fall of many That a thoughtful cabinetmaker rescued this "incidental history" 
undistinguished, as that of one great and well known name. By the from Lincoln himself, that an obsessed man tracked down the 
latter, we are forced to muse. and ponder, sadly." descendent of that cabinetmaker, that they were sent out again in 

Certainly one of the most dangerous periods in our history an auction to be prized by collectors, all these links preserved an 
was the four full months between Lincoln's election in 1860 and interesting record. One that helps tell a story we share with you. 
his inauguration in Washington on March the Fourth. Predictions In 1839, in arguing over the creation of the Sub-Treasury, 
of assassination were common - arguably, the Federal govern- Lincoln argued the nature of what is inevitable: " ... we all feel to 
ment came close to collapse. Even the influential New York know that we have to die. How? We have never 
Herald cautioned the President-elect to consider mollifying his ---.----- died yet. We know it, because we know, or at 
views ... or choose the only sane course: resignation. "ff he per- tt,J,,,.,t "'!' least think we know, that of all the beings, just 
sists in his present position ... he will totter into a dishonored graue, -~- .,. "'"' • •• " like ourselves, who have been coming into the 
driuen there perhaps by the hands of an assassin." With sincere world for six thousand years, not one is now liv-
bravado, Lincoln responded "/ will suffer death before I will con· ..- ~i t'"'··• ... .t.1•' ing who was here two hundred years ago." This 

.I,;, ,I. 1•/'-' ,_,,,,,,,, 
sent or advise my friends to consent to any concession or compro- may well be true. But thanks to our collective 
mise which looks like buying the privilege of taking possession of •-i-i• _ ·-· , efforts, the words, deeds, and story of this great 
the Government to which we have a constitutional right" ~-';_i l', -:i,l.. ,,;::-r _ man continue to live. 

Getting Lincoln safely into Washington became the concern "' -•J:· ,._,, ... ·-'· A.-i jt.,.,L, /It./, 1i#(_(, ~ 

of Alan Pinkerton and Ward Lamon. Defiant in the face of numer- ___ _ 
ous threats, the only concession Lincoln made was to take a later 
than scheduled train through Baltimore. True, this country had 
never sulfered the heinous, despicable act of political assassina
tion. (A failed attempt was made on the life of Andrew Jackson in 
1835 by a deranged man.) But everyone knew these were extra
ordinary times creating depths of regional and ideological hatred 
that had never been seen. We often forget that Abraham Lincoln 
became a target the moment he stepped onto the national stage. 
This point was recently made clear to me when I had the good 
fortune to examine three letters sent to our office for inspection. 
IL turns out that long before Booth, there was Joseph Bradley, 
Joseph Roints, and Mike O'Brien. 

In his biography on Oliver R. Barrett. Ljncoln Collector. Carl 
Sandburg writes more on the Barrett collection than he does on 
the collector. He likewise attends to how various acquisitions 
were made - including the discovery of correspondence written 
to Lincoln in the months prior to his departure for the nation's 
capital. In telling the story of the "Hot Stove Letters;· Sandburg 
recounts how Barrett tracked down lhe daughter of a cabinet-
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Washington. O.C. November 24. 1860 
Dear Sir. Caeser had his Bru/JJs! Charles the First 

his Cromwell And the President may profit by their 
example. From one of a sworn Band of 10 who 

have resolved to shoot you from the south side of 
the Avenue In the Inaugural procession •• on the 

4th of March 1861. -Vindex 

Sir, This is to inform you that there is a club of 100 
young men In this place who have sworn to mur· 
der you. -Jos Bradley/Jos Roints/Mike O'Brien 

Abraham Lincoln Esq. -Sir You will be shot on the 
4th of March 1861 by a Louisiana Creole 

we are decided and our aim is sure. 
-A young creole. -BEWARE. 



------------------- THE RA1LSPLITTER ---------------
The Great Pathfinder, cont. 
receptive, but his immediate exploration commenced when he The Republican platform contained no surprises. Only two 
met the Senator's 15-year-old daughter, Jessie. The two waited issues surfaced and both, so the delegates believed, embraced 
almost two years before an elopement was arranged by Mrs. J. J. bondage/slavery in the South and polygamy in Utah. It was no shock 
Crittenden, wile of a Kentucky Senator (Years earlier, J. J. Crittenden when David Wilmot, ex-Free Soil Democrat, demanded an end to slav-
had been best man at Robert Todd's marriage to ery in the territories. Ten years earlier, he had 
Betsy Humphreys-a stepmother that Mary Todd infuriated Southerners when he introduced his 
Lincoln never accepted). Proviso with the same stipulation. During the 

For the next ten years, Fremont was "There must be a mistake 1848 presidential campaign, Lincoln, support-
engrossed In blazing trails across the West. -- there iS a great man ing the election of Taylor, announced "I am a 
His detailed maps and reports of topography, named Lincoln in Northern man, or rather, a Western Cree state 
vegetation, wild-life, and native Americans man, with a constituency I believe to be, and 
would prove indispensable to the thousands Massachusetts, and he with personal feelings I know to be, against the 
of homesteaders and gold seekers years later. must be the one for whom extension of slavery. As such, and with what 
This period was the pinnacle of the Pathfinder's the votes were cast. 11 information I have, I hope and believe, Gen. 
success. But Fremont's natural impetuosity Taylor, if elected, would not veto the Proviso." 
would produce confrontations that would The first Republican presidential candi-
undermine his newly-woo popularity. date in the party's history made only an 

During his third expedition to California and Oregon, the occasional public speech in his own behalf; the next presidential 
Mexican War broke out. The Pathfinder was active in wresting nominee, and the first successful one, addressed audiences over 
control of a portion of California Crom the Mexicans. No sooner sixty times in the canvass of 1856. "But if you would like to defeat 
had blustering Colonel Stephen Kearny arrived than antagonisms Buchanan, and his gang, allow me a word with you. Does any one 
erupted. Simply put, Fremont refused to comply with some of pretend that Fillmore can carry the vote of this state? I have not 
Kearny's orders. Fremont was satisfied that Commodore heard a single man pretend so. Every vote taken from Fremont 
Stockton was his commander-in-chief and he had just received and given to Fillmore. is just so much in favor of Buchanan," pre-
conflicting orders from the two officers. He asked for, and dieted Lincoln In a letter to John Bennett written August 4, 1856. 
received, a trial before a Washington, DC military court, but was ln a strategy letter to James Berdan, he advised "Let Fremont 
found guilty and sentenced to dlsmissaJ from the army. Although and Flllmore men unite on one entire ticket, with the understand-
President Polk cited his "meritorious and valuable services", he Ing that that ticket, U elected, shall cast the vote of U1e State ... it 
did not countermand lhe sentence. Buchanan later declared that will carry the electoral vote of the State where it will do the most 
more than any man [Fremont] "deserves the credit for the con- good." Repeatedly he warned "Our whole trouble has been and is 
quest of California." Fremont was eventually "restored to ------ Fillmoreism." Almost desperately he wrote a 
duty", but resigned and, at the age of 34, became a civilian. "Confidential" letter to the Fillmore people begging them 

But his gloom was brief and he returned to CaJifornia to fuse with Fremont. He deduced lhat "Buchanan is the 
to organize a farm on land purchased earlier. Gold was hard horse to beat in this race. Let him have Illinois, and 
found on the property and he became an instant multi- nothing can beat him, and he will get Illinois, if men persist 
millionaire. With the admission of California, he became a in throwing away votes upon Mr. Fillmore." Ironically, the 
U.S. Senator (Free Soil Democrat), but he still yearned to failure of splinter parties to fuse would work to Llncoln's 
do more exploring. After two more expeditions (one was benefit four years later. 
nearly fatal but, unlike the Donners, his men took a pledge 
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?"'; Although Fremont's national reputation had an aura 

not to eat the bodies of the deceased), he removed his ;,::" ,,.u.: ,-...L of grandeur, he considered himself above political self-
family to New York and reentered the political arena. exploitation, remaining much too silent during the cam-

Al the 1856 Republican National Convention, paign. And the strength of the anti-Catholic, anti-foreign 
Fremont had no problem outpolling his main rival, Ohioan Know-Nothing Party, led by ex-President Fillmore, would 
John McLean. In the balloting for vice-president, New cause the party managers to dip the quill in ink and do 
Jersey's William Dayton outdistanced Lincoln, 259-110. Of some math. For sure, Buchanan would carry the slave 
the fifteen contenders for VP, Lincoln carried a majority of states and at least 108 electoral votes. Fremont could 
the votes in Illinois, California, Indiana, and New count on all of New England, New York, and three or four 
Hampshire, but the strong abolitionist sentiments of the Y,?f> I!,. 2,~ Western states for a total of 114. This was the reason 
eastern states put Dayton on the ticket. When Lincoln Thaddeus Stevens had earlier predicted McLean could 
heard of the vote for vice-president, he jokingly remarked carry his Pennsylvania and win, but Fremont could not. 
"There must be a mistake - there is a great man named The cantankerous Stevens was correct about the 
Lincoln in Massachusetts, and he must be the one for latter, but the former will never be known. For sure, the 
whom the votes were cast." campaign produced excitement, with torchlight parades, march-

Fremont was not Lincoln's first choice for the nomination. ing bands, and transparencies. Crowds chanted "Free speech, 
Shortly before the Republican Convention, in a letter to friend Free Press, Free Soil, Free Men. Fremont and Victory!" The emo-
Lyman Trumbull, the Springfield lawyer analyzed voter reaction tionalism, in the North, surpassed that of any previous election. 
to the possible nominee and concluded that Blair or Fremont Lincoln addressed audiences in at least twenty-nine cities in 
would be successful vice-presidential candidates, but that John Illinois alone. The campaign was not without slander and mali-
McLean was the only viable presidential possibility. cious innuendo. To keep old-line Whigs within ranks, the 
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---------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER 

Democratic press alleged that Fremont was a 
Catholic; that he and Jessie were married 

by a priest; that he had sent his niece to 
a Catholic school; that he father was a 
French Catholic. Such a charge may 
have caused anti-Catholics to align 
themselves with Fillmore and the 

American Party. But, according to the 
New-York Tribune, Catholics believed the 

Know-Nothings to be behind Fremont, and not 
one of forty Catholic journals supported the 
Republicans. The Pathfinder was also 
accused of being a hard drinker. slave-owner, 

and a swindler. Henry Wise, running for 
Governor of Virginia, raged "Tell me, if the hoist

ing of the black flag over you by a Frenchman's bas
tard ... is not to be deemed an overt act and declaration of war?" 

To be sure, the charge in the Democratic platform that "all 
sectional parties and platforms concerning domestic slavery 
would lead to civil war and disunion" panicked many voters. 
Long-time party stalwarts, family members of deceased icons 
Clay and Webster, denounced Fremont's alleged sectionalism. 
Webster's son Fletcher and James Clay, son of Harry, feared for 
the nation's future (cousin Cassius M. Clay -always the maver
ick, spoke at a Fremont rally in Springfield, lll!nois, and met 
Lincoln for the first time, recalling that Lincoln, commenting on 
Clay's speech, simply stated "Yes, 1 always thought, Mr. Clay, that 
the man who made the corn should eat the corn.") 

Even Fremont's father-in-law, Missouri Senator Thomas Hart 
Benton, was adamant in his opposition and proclaimed "We are 
treading upon a volcano that is liable at any moment to burst forth 
and overwhelm the nation." No family schism ensued, but Jessie 
was crushed. Benton was correct, although his assessment would 
not materialize for another four years. But the old Whigs went to 
Fillmore at Fremont's expense, as Lincoln correctly predicted. 

On election day, the Fremont tamHy went to the campaign 
headquarters on Broadway to assess the returns coming in by 

telegraph. By noon, it was evident that 

.... 
, P11U/c Jlut•i«, •!,/ 

Job U.u-111 Fro!lrln1, 

Pl&l\,SD&)UI', 

:?o ;:;;;-.J,,, 

Perhaps the smallest 
campaign biography, 

pictured here at~~
Not surprisingly, this 16-
page thumb-nail sketch is 
actually a negative diatribe. 

Woodcuts and captions 
ridicule Fremont's lineage, 
career, and religion. The 

final panel predicts a post
election trip up Salt River. 

the voters in the key states of 
Pennsylvania, Illinois, and Indiana, were 
splitting. Jessie was especially dis
traught when her home state of 
Missouri followed the advise oi her 
father and voted for Buchanan. The 
glamorous Fremont and Jessie, repre-
senting youth and the frontier spirit, 
were defeated by the mainstream repre
sentative of "Old fogyism". Old Buck 

won 46% of the popular vote, but 58% of 
the electoral count. History does repeat 
itself; four years later, Lincoln would gar
ner less than 40% of the popular vote, 
but 59% of the electoral count. 

Fremont's roller coaster ride didn't 
terminate until his death. The downer 
alter his presidential defeat in 1856 was 
replaced by financial elation in 1858-he 
calculated that his income was now 
$2,600 per week Early in the Civil War his 
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tenure as head of the Department of the 
West was brief, caused by a controversial 
issuance of an emancipation proclamation, ,..,......,...._~-..:... 
immediately rescinded by President 
Lincoln. Following this public rebuke and 
humiliation. Fremont's military fortunes 
took an up-turn, with a reassignment to 
the Mountain Department of West Virginia. 
His failure to arrest the movements of 
Stonewall Jackson's advance through the 
valley ended the relationship of the Great 
Pathfinder and the Great Emancipator, 
except for an aborted campaign to unseat 
Lincoln as the standard-bearer of the 
short-lived Radical Democracy in 1864. 
Into the abyss in 1870 with complete 
financial failure due to mismanage
ment, an economic depression, and This ribbon Is a premier exam-
just bad luck. His memoirs didn't sell 
(Grant, he wasn't!) and he finally suc
cumbed to peritonitis on July 13, 1890. 

The epitaph that wife Jessie 
chose-from the ashes of his campfires 
have sprung cities-was befitting. Old 
camp-fellow Kit Carson felt "all he 
has or may ever receive, he 
deserves." And biographer Allan 
Nevins felt he was "one of the truest 
love stories in American history. To 
have Jived so daringly and complete
ly ... to have touched so many impor
tant events, makes him a contributor 
not only to the history but to the 
romance of America." _.. 

Tom's Picks 

ple of 19th-century negative 
campaigning. In this instance. 
the race card Is brought Into 
play. The "Black Republican" 

ticket is depicted as advocating 
abolition ... thus promoters of 

runaway slaves and servile 
insurrection! Both Buchanan 
amd Fillmore partisans aimed 
their invective at Fremont, an 
easy target, figuring any vote 

lost on Fremont was a potential 
plus in their own respective 
column. As to who actually 
issued this anti-Fremont rib-

bon. no one is certain ... 
although those In the Fillmore 

camp are suspected. 

Thomas G. Trescott, bibliopole and bib-
llophi/e of the Abraham Lincoln Book 
Shop, recommends the following vol-
umes should you wish to have the 
requisite Fremont books in your library. 

• Bigelow, John. MEMOIR OF THE 
LIFE AND PUBLIC SERVICES OF JOHN 
CHARLES FREMONT, INCLUDING AN 
ACCOUNT OF HIS EXPLORATIONS ... 
NY: 1856. 480p., plates. Campaign 
biography of the Republican candidate. 

• Fremont, John C. MEMOIRS OF MY LIFE Chicago: 1887. ~(on(yone was 
ever published.?, 655p .. plates, maps. From the horse's mouth, quite scarce. 

• Ibid. NARRATIVES OF EXPLORATION AND ADVENTURE. Edited by Allan 
Nevins. NY: 1956. 532p., ft.(map). A compilation of portions of the above with 
several of Fremont's official reports. 

•Jackson.Donald, and Spence, Mary Lee. THE EXPEDITIONS OF JOHN C. FRE
MONT. Urbana: 1970·1984. 3 volumes, illus., maps. The most comprehensive 
source on the 'Pathfinder's' expeditions. 

• Nevins, Allan. FREMONT: THE WEST'S GREATEST ADVENTURER. NY: 1928. 
2 volumes, plates. The revised edition was published in 1939, 1955, and 1961 as 
one volume under the title FREMONT: PATHMARKER OF THE WEST. 

• Rolle, Andrew. JOHN CHARLES FREMONT: CHARACTER AS DESTINY. Norman 
and London: 1991. 351 p., illus. The most recent full biography. 



---------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

FREMONT: NOT QUITE A Two-TIME LosER 

From a political point ol view, John Charles Fremont holds the distinction of being the first presi
dential candidate of the Republican Party. Yet. that distinction came to mean little - perhaps the answer 
to a trivia question. A popular mllltary hero, Fremont lost the contest in 1856 to two opponents -
Presidents Buchanan and Fillmore - both of whom are now relegated to the trash-heap of history. 

None of the Southern states threatened secession In the event of Fremont's election. No one expect
ed II, and they weren't disappointed. Had his mllltary exploits In the Mexican War been more legion and 
dramatic. he might have garnered more respect. When the next election rolled aromid, he was '"floated· 
as a hopeful candidate for renomination, but never considered a front-runner nor taken seriously. 

The perception of Fremont as a political lightweight was not enhanced by his record as a gener
al In the Civil War. His ouster by Lincoln failed to generate the same controversy as Truman's dismissal 
of McArthur during the Korean Conflict. The Pathfinder did become a martyr - to those abolitionists who 
endorsed his premature emancipation of slaves owned by Missouri secessionists. His subsequent humiliation 
at the hands of Lincoln created a great deal of resentment and desire for vindication. Like McArthur, Fremont hoped to parlay the 
situation Into a run for the presidency - a campaign that had about as much effect as McArthur's almost a hundred years later. 

Even though Uncoln created a We-long enemy, It concerned him little. Had Fremont been a better general, the President might have over
looked his Incursions Into the pollttcaJ arena. Assessing him In December of 1863, Uncoln concluded "Even now, 1 think well of his Impulses. 
I only think he Is the prey of wicked and designing men and I think he has absolutely no military capacity.· So much for mlndng words! 

In spite of setbacks - political and military - Fremont still had his followers. As early as May of 1863, he let It be known that he 
was willing to run for president the following year. He was the poster-boy of the radicals and held In high esteem among politically 
active German Immigrants ... particularly In such cities as St. Louis. Another Fremont stronghold was New York City where the first 
Fremont campaign newspaper, The New Nation, started up In March 1864. The Hrst Fremont Club was also organized In New York In 
conjunction with a mass rally on May 18th held at Cooper Union. One of the principal speakers was Horace Greeley. 

There was enough Interest to call for a convention of "Radical Republicans." That first (and only meeting of the new party was 
held at Chapin Hall In Cleveland on May 31st, ostensibly for the sole purpose of nominating Fremont for President. Partisan papers 
either endorsed or ridiculed the proposal. James Gordon Bennett of the New York Herald was, more-0r-less, supportive. He only had 
one suggestion: nominate Ulysses Grant for President and place Fremont In the second spot. Wendell Phillips. the gifted orator and 
fanatical abolitionist. was another cheerleader. He wasn't necessarily a Fremont supporter, but found him acceptable as one who 
would promote an aggressive, radical agenda and to displace the inadequate, Incumbent Lincoln. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, a founder 
of the Women's Rights Party, though not specifically Invited to Cleveland, extended the invitation to herself. •To your call 'to the 
radical men of the nation.' taking It for granted you use 'men' in Its largest sense, I desire to amend my name." she wrote to the 
Central Fremont Club of New York. The Convention attracted support from the oft-caricatured Bennett, the ultra right-wing Phillips, 
and the proponent of that most radical of Ideas, woman's suffrage, Mrs. Stanton. It Is no wonder. then, that one commentator 
described the attendees as "ultra patriots, soreheads. and cranks.~ 

The assembly In Cleveland avoided any controversy regarding the seating of delegates - a:; had erupted In the 1860 Democratic 
Convention in Charleston (and would later plague Democratic conventions in 1948 and 1964). ln effect, anyone who wanted could 
simply walk In, take a seat, make a speech, and vote! The Convention was totally open. There were no rules, no credentials asked 
for, no slates of delegates. Still, the hall was never filled to capacity ... It was estimated that no more than 400 people attended. Upon 
hearing this, President Lincoln found an appropriate quotation from Scriptures, I Samuel, 22:2, regarding David at the cave of 
Adullam: "And every one that was In distress, and every one that was In debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered them
selves unto him: and he became a captain over them: and there were with him about four hundred men: 

John Cochrane, Chalnnan of the Radical Republican Convention, was chosen as the Vice-Presidential nominee ... quite a turn of 
affairs given that he had earlier told Lincoln's Secretary, John Hay, that he was going to Cleveland to see If he could break up the 
meeting! It didn't quite work out that way. Gideon Welles, who didn't have a very high opinion of Fremont or Cochrane, comment
ed on Cochrane's vacillating nature: "It will not surprise me If he should change his position before the close of the political cam
paign, and support the nominees of the Baltimore Convention. There Is not a coincidence of views and policy between him and 
Fremont." Welles' assessment would prove right on-target. 

The whole process of nominating the ticket for the ·Radical Democracy" took but eleven hours. Not only the shortest candi
dacy, but perhaps the shortest convention In history! Fremont accepted the nomination on June 4th, but proclaimed that he would 
support whomever was designated as the nominee during the upcoming Baltimore Convention - as long as It wasn't Lincoln. 

At the urging of both Michigan Senator Zachariah Chandler and personal friend John Greenleaf Whittler, Fremont withdrew as 
a candidate on September 22nd. His support of the Republican ticket was qualified and tepid at best, reflecting a personal animos
ity toward the President - feelings that apparently were not reciprocated. He withdrew -not to aid In the triumph of Mr. Lincoln, but 
to do my part towards preventing the election of the Democratic candidate." Fremont thought the Lincoln administration •has been 
politically, militarily, and financially a failure, and that Its necessary continuance Is a cause of regret for the country. " 

The lesson for Fremont? Perhaps he should have stuck to pathflndlng! ,;,;,,.., 
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"Gault frame" ferrotype badges, so
called after their designer, John 

Gault, who patented and produced 
encased postage stamps in the early 

years of the Civil War. 

1864 
FREMONT 
CAMPAIGN 

ITEMS 
The campaign for the Radical 

Republican ticket of Fremont 
and Cochrane in 1864 repre
sents a unique situation in 
American electoral history. 
For the first and only time, a 

presidential ticket, duly 
named at a nominating conven

tion, campaigned briefly - only 
to withdraw from the contest prior 
to the election. Candldates have 
died prior to an election - as in 
the case of .fames S. Sherman in 
1912. Evidence even exists that 
ballots were cast for Daniel 

Webster in Massachusetts in 1852; unfortunately, Webster had 
died several months earlier! 

Even though Fremont & Cochrane failed to receive any 
votes (we are unaware of any ballots that were actually issued), 
a modest amount of campaign ephemera and memorabilia was 
made. Comparable to hopeful items, they are certainly col
lectible and help to tell an interesting story of a pivotal election. 

As cataloged by DeWitt and 
Sullivan in American Political 
Badges and Medalets 1789-1892. a 
necessary reference source for col
lectors of political tokens, five dif
ferent medals were issued in 1864 
for the Fremont candidacy. There 
are also four different Fremont
Cochrane back-to-back ferrotype 
badges that are known. An addi
tional seven dlfferent photograph
ic badges are listed in Sullivan, of 
which two are definitively non- ---
campaign. Currier & Ives Grand Banner of the 

Other items from the campaign Radical Democracy for 1864. A cache 
include: varieties of covers - three of these was unearthed more than 
different jugate designs, some car- thirty years ago, found in almost-new 
toons from comic periodicals, and condition with full margins. 
the Currier & Ives Grand National 
Banner pictured above. 

Undoubtedly, many other campaign items were produced, 
some of which may await discovery. Sadly, the balance remains 
lost to posterity. Such "lost" items likely include: songsters, 
sheet music, ribbons, banners, lanterns and, perhaps, a fer
rotype jugate to match those issued for Lincoln and McClellan. 
We can speculate with some degree of confidence that these 
items were produced; however, given the aborted nature of the 
candidacy. there no doubt was little concern at the time for 
preservation. Perhaps we should be content with the handful of 
items that have survived! 

KALLER HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, INC. 
WWWAMEmCAGALLERY.COM 

P.O. Box 384, Marlboro, NJ 07746 
Tel: 732.617.7120 Email: KallerS@optonline.net 

Abraham Lincoln portrdit from Second Presidential Campaign. 
k08126 $950 

Lincoln: ··Toe First Reading of the Emancipation Proclamation 
Before the Cabinet" framed print $2.200 
k03967 

Abraham Lincoln Manuscript Document Signed as President. 
k02753 $8,750 

Abraham Lincoln Free Frank Signed. Addressed and 
Initialled by Mary Todd Lincoln. On mourning envelope. 
k02J20 $9,000 

John Wilkes Booth photograph carte-de-visite, New York. 
kl 1216 $395 
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Oliver Wendell Holme-~ Civil War poem Manuscript Signed. 
k00697 $950 

Ulysses S. Grant Photograph Signed. Carte-de-visite image. 
k07240 $7,500 

John D. Imboden Autograph Letter Signed regarding Civil War. 
k07318 $1.250 

Robert E. Lee Oipped Signature with Confederate fifty dollar bill. 
kl0097 $4,500 

$1,000 Confederate Check Signed "Wiuimer & Bro'" to Alfred 
A. Bell, payable in Confederate money in Lynchburg, VA, 
which had already been captured by the Union. $295 
kll213 
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The Fatal Favor, cont. 
had been personally responsible for 
Parker's very presence at tbe White 
House. On April 3, 1865, she signed acer
tificate stating that John F. Parker had 
"been detailed for duty at the Executive 
Mansion" by her "order." This unexpect
ed tie between Parker and the First Lady, 
first exploited by Otto Eisenschiml in his 
1937 assassination-conspiracy book~ 
Was Lincoln Murdered?, has proved a 
rich source of speculation for other con
spiracy theorists as well as a curious puz
zle for many Lincoln scholars. Often 
overlooked, however, are two other doc
uments that Eisenschiml duly published: 
an identical April 3rd certificate from 
Mary Lincoln detailing Joseph Sheldon 
for duty at the Executive Mansion, and an 
endorsement she wrote on an April 4th 
letter sent to her by Maj. James Rowan 
O'Beirne, Provost Marshal of the District 
of Columbia. The true relationship 
between John F. Parker and Mary Lincoln 
emerges only when all three of these doc
uments - the April 3rd certificates and 
the April 4th letter - are considered in 
context. Taken together, they indicate 
that, far from being the actual agent of 
Parker's assignment to the White House, 
Mary Lincoln had simply done him and 
Sheldon a personal favor: kept them out 
of the draft. It was a kindness which, in 
Parker's case, had unexpected - even 
fatal - consequences. 

In November 1864, because of fears 
provoked by the bitter presidential elec
tion, the District of Columbia Police 
Department had assigned a special detail 
of {our plain-clothes officers to guard 
Abraham Lincoln around the clock. 
Among the men given this duty during the 
following months were William H. Crook, 
Alexander Smith, Joseph Sheldon and 
John F. Parker. Despite their vital White 
House assignment it seems that all four of 
these men were summoned into the Army 
In the Spring of 1865, during what proved 
to be the last draft call of the Civil War. 
None of them wanted to go. Crook, who 
was something of a favorite with Lincoln, 
asked lhe President for exemptions for 
himself and Smith, and Lincoln obligingly 
penned a note to Provost Marshal 
General .lames 8. Fry on March 2, 1865 
stating that he could not "spare" either 
man, and asking Fry to "please fix." 

It is evident, in light of the April 3rd 
certificates and the April 4th O'Beirne let
ter, that Parker and Sheldon also deter-

mined to use clout in avoiding the draft. 
Whether they actually received induction 
notices or were merely fearful of the 
prospect is not known, but they chose to 
resolve the matter, purposely or other
wise, during a Presidential absence. 
Lincoln, accompanied by Mary and son 
Tad, had left Washington on March 23rd 
for the Virginia battlefront, where he con-
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Mary Todd Lincoln's certificate for White House 
bodyguard John F. Parker, 3 April 1865. signed 
in an unsuccessful attempt to gain him exemp· 
tion from the Federal draft. It alleges that Parker 
was detailed to the Executive Mansion by Mrs. 
Lincoln's order. She signed an Identical certifi-

cate for Joseph Sheldon on the same day. 

ferred with General Grant. The trip wit
nessed Mrs. Lincoln's embarrassing 
tongue-lashing of Mrs. Gen. E.O.C. Ord for 
riding beside Mr. Lincoln at a military 
review, as well as similar jealousy 
expressed over his attentions to the wife 
of Gen. Charles Griffin. Justin and Linda 
Levitt Turner, in Mary Todd Ljncoin, Her 
Life and Letters. describe both Lincolns 
as being under "great emotional and 
physical strain" at this juncture, and it 
seems likely that marital tensions, at 
least in part, prompted Mrs. Lincoln to 
return to Washington. 

Mary arrived back in the national 
capital alone on the morning of Sunday, 
April 2nd, wiring her husband later that 
day "Miss Taddie & yourself very much -
perhaps, may return, with a little party 
on Wednesday ... " The following afternoon 
her husband telegraphed news of the fall 
of Richmond and told her to ··come down 
as you proposed." Doubtless pleased 
with the war news - and her husband's 
tacit permission to return - Mary set 
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about at once to leave for Virginia with a 
"choice little party of friends" which 
included her Black dressmaker and confi
dante Elizabeth Keckley. In urging New 
York politician Abram Wakeman to join 
them, Mary gaily wrote "Will you dine 
with us, in Jeff Davis' deserted banquet
ing hall?" but betrayed a strange fore
boding, adding: "Pray for me, lest any evil 
spirits come near me." On April 5th she 
and her guests departed Washington for 
City Point, Virginia. 

It was during this short, agitated 
return to the White House that John F. 
Parker and Joseph Sheldon approached 
Mrs. Lincoln for assistance with their 
draft problem. While they may have 
come to her out of necessity, with the 
President still away, they may have done 
so by design, thinking that Lincoln - hav
ing already spared Crook and Smith -
would not be likely to exempt two more 
guards. It seems clear that Parker and 
Sheldon's original strategy was to have 
Mrs. Llncoln sign the April 3rd certifi
cates, averring that they had been detailed 
for White House duty by her order. What 
seems equally clear is that this ploy did 
not work. Parker and Sheldon were 
momentarily stymied by Maj. James 
Rowan O'Beirne, an Irish-born officer 
whose bluff, indomitable character is 
exemplified by his war record as an officer 
of the 37th New York: at the Battle of Fair 
Oaks, he "gallantly maintained the line of 
battle until ordered to fall back", an action 
for which he was eventually awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor, and at 
Chancellorsville he was severely wounded 
in the forehead, a lung, leg, and knee, and 
shot through the body. Subsequently join
ing the 22nd Veteran Reserve Corps, late 
in the War he was appointed Provost 
Marshal of the District of Columbia, the 
position from which he oversaw the local 
draft, and hence became involved with 
Parker, Sheldon, and Mary Lincoln. 

It is deducible from the documents 
that Sheldon was the first to present Maj. 
O'Beirne with an April 3rd certificate 
from Mrs. Lincoln. The Provost Marshal -
- displaying either native shrewdness or a 
bureaucrat's self~xculpatory instinct -
found the certificate insufficient for its 
unstated but intended purpose. In any 
case he must have realized that Mary 
Lincoln had no official authority over 
police assignments, and her hasty, infor
mal signatures - as "Mrs. Lincoln" - on 
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the April 3rd certificates seem to hlnt at 
her own realization of that fact. O'Beirne 
returned Sheldon's certificate to the First 
Lady on April 4th with a covering letter 
asking for a specific, unequivocal direc
tive: "Will Mrs. Lincoln be pleased to 
state on the accompanying certificate 
whether it is intended that Mr. Sheldon 
shall be excused from the draft, in order 
that I may have the necessary authority 
to exempt hlm." Rather than write on 
Sheldon's certificate as requested, Mary 
Lincoln responded with a note in her own 
hand at the bottom of O'Beirne's letter, 
reading "Please have them both exemp. 
from the draft", and signed yet again with 
the casual "Mrs. Lincoln." Inasmuch this 
endorsement specifically exempted both 
men - Sheldon and the unnamed Parker -
- it indicates that Parker had presented 
his April 3rd certificate to O'Beirne sub
sequent to Sheldon, had met a similar 
rebuff, and had acquainted Mrs. Lincoln 
with the fact. It should be noted here that 
Mary Lincoln merely signed the April 3rd 
cerUiicates; their texts were written in 
the same, unidentified handwriting 
(Eisenschiml mistakenly claimed, in 
reproducing Parker's certificate. that it 
was ~written by" the First Lady). 

By endorsing O'Beirne's April 4th let
ter, Mary Todd Lincoln ensured that John 
F. Parke.r would not be taken into the 
Army, but, regardless of how quickly he 
could or would have been drafted, remain 
on Executive Mansion duty. Just ten days 
after Mrs. Lincoln secured his exemption, 
Parker was the sole guard assigned to the 
Lincolns at Ford's Theatre, escorting 
them to their box and taking a seat for 
himself in the vestibule outside. He sub
sequently moved to a gallery seat in order 
to watch the play. and during the inter
mission left altogether to go drink at Peter 
Taltavull's Star Saloon, adjoining the the
atre, which John Wilkes Booth also visited 
at some point during the evening to forti
fy himself with liquor. 

Parker, a thirty-five-year old 
Maryland native, former Capital carpen
ter and briefly a soldier, had joined 
Washington's Metropolitan Police shortly 
after its organization in 1861 but com
piled a duty-record that, at least by 
today's standards, sbould never have let 
him get near the White House. Variously 
charged with insubordination, unbecom
ing conduct, disrespectful language, 
absenteeism and general neglect of duty, 

he was once dlsmlssed from the force, 
only to be reinstated on December 1, 
1864, apparently at the behest of the new 
Superintendent of Police, A.C. Richards. 
Ironically, it was Richards who on May I, 
1865, filed the ultimate complaint against 
Parker: one which specified that he "was 
detailed to attend and protect the 
President" but "at Ford's Theatre allowed 
a man to enter the President's private 
box and shoot the President." Richards 
knew whereof he spoke. He had been in 
the theatre audience and after the shoot
ing spent some time trying to find the 
missing policeman. His charges against 
Parker were dismissed on June 2nd, for 
reasons never yet discovered; whatever 
record of Parker's trial there may have 
been, it remains "unfortunately missing, 
with other records of the period from the 
Police Department's broken files, which ... 
suffered ... lack oi adequate housing and 
custody" (George Bryan, The Great 
American Myth). Incredibly, Parker 
remained a metropolitan policeman until 
August 1868, when his accumulated dere
lictions finally won him permanent dis
missal. Elizabeth Keckley claimed, lo her 
memoir Behind the Scenes. that Mary 
Lincoln believed John F. Parker was guilty 
of complicity in her husband's assassina
tion and actually confronted him face-to
race with the accusation, refusing to 
believe his denials. It is tantalizing to 
speculate that Parker's police superiors 
learned of Mrs. Lincoln's draft-exemption 
role on his behalf and dropped the 
neglect-of-duty charge to spare her sen• 
sationalistic publicity and further grief. 
PsychologicalJy considered, Keckley's 
claim suggests that Mary Lincoln may 
have anguished over her role, unwitting 
as it was, in Parker's White House pres
ence and her husband's death. 

Roscoe is one of the relatively few 
writers other than Eisenschiml to have 
grasped the real significance of the cer
tificates and the O'Beirne letter. His book, 
which states that Parker "had come up 
for the army draft," notes O'Beirne's 
"query" to Mrs. Lincoln and quotes her 
endorsement. W. Emerson Reck, in A.. 
Lincoln, His Last 24 Hours. mentions the 
endorsement but conflates it with the 
April 3rd certificate, writing that Parker's 
conduct was "sufficiently satisfactory" to 
prompt Mrs. Lincoln "to issue to Provost 
Marshal James O'Beirne ... on April 3, the 
letter needed to exempt Parker from the 
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Never before reproduced, this is the 4 April 
1865 letter, endorsed by Mary Lincoln, that 

actually exempted Sheldon and Parker from the 
draft. It is dated just ten days before Parker 

would fail in his duty at Ford's Theatre, facili· 
tating the murder of Abraham Lincoln. 

draft. Jim Bishop, correct in substance 
but not in detail, states in The Day 
Lincoln Was Shot that on "April 4th ... Mrs. 
Lincoln ... wrote notes" exempting Parker 
and Sheldon at their request. Turner and 
Turner print both April 3rd certificates 
but fail to include the April 4th endorse
ment. Thus, some writers have at least 
been aware that the exemption matter 
involved both Parker and Sheldon, not 
Parker alone, and that draft exemption 
was the real reason for the existence of 
the April 3rd certificates. Some authors, 
concentrating solely on Parker's exemp
tion plea, have not realized how it inter
twined with Sheldon's. Others have 
ignored the exemption aspect altogether, 
stressing the inaccurate notion that Mrs. 
Lincoln was responsible for Parker's 
placement on White House duty. She in 
fact had nothing to do with Parker's 
assignment, nor Sheldon's; the April 3rd 
certificates so stating were merely a faJJed 
subterfuge. Parker and Sheldon were in 
fact exempted solely by Mary Lincoln's 
endorsement on the April 4th letter from 
Gen. James R. O'Beirne - surely one of the 
most unfortunate holographs ever written 
by that unfortunate First Lady. 

Parker and Sheldon's certificates, as 
well as the endorsed letter, remained in 
O'Beirne's possession for many years, 
probably until his death in 1917. 
Subsequently owned by Eisenschiml, 
they later found their way into the collec
tion of Chicago businessman Foreman 
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Lebold, who had the misfortune to be 
personally identified with another sensa
tional murder: his brother Nathan, under 
their family's true surname, was the 
Leopold of "Leopold and Loeb," whose 
1924 lddnapping and thrill-killing of 
teenager Bobby Franks would certainly 
have earned them the death penalty had 
it not been for a brilliant plea for mercy 
by their attorney, Clarence Darrow. 

Another irony associated with these 
manuscripts is .lames Rowan O'Beirne's 
role in the assassination aftermath. It was 
he who escorted Andrew Johnson to the 
dying Lincoln's bedside at the Petersen 
House, who received the first orders from 
Secretary of War Edwin Stanton to pur
sue the assassins, who led that initial 
pursuit, and who procured vital clues 
proving conspiracy. For his services he 
shared in the assassination rewards. 

While other oddities surround 
Lincoln's death - his macabre dream in 
which he saw his body lying-in-state in 
the White House; his telling William H. 
Crook "goodbye" rather than goodnight 
as he left for the theatre, and fatalistical
ly asserting that assassination could not 
be prevented; his promise to his old 

friend and de-facto bodyguard. Ward Hill 
Lamon, that he would not go out 
evenings, especially to the theatre - none 
of them are stranger or as provably fac
tual as what this document reveals: that 
Mary Todd Lincoln was, to at least some 
degree. directly involved in the chain of 
events which led to her husband's death. 

Without this endorsed Jetter John F. 
Parker miight have been drafted, perhaps 
quickly enough for the duties of the night 
of April 14th to have devolved upon 
another, presumably more conscientious, 
bodyguard. As William H. Crook put it: 
"Had [Booth] ... found a man at the door of 
the President's box armed with a Colt's 
revolver. his alcohol courage might have 
evaporated. It makes me feel rather bitter 
when I remember that the President had 
said, just a few hours before, that he knew 
he could trust aU his guards. And then to 
think that in that moment of test one of us 
should have failed him! Parker knew that 
he had failed in his duty. He looked like a 
convicted criminal the next day. He was 
never the same man afterward." 9"'> 
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~~ -l1\3Jm'.m'.~J! -<!&l\tl) only other life of Lincoln published by 
Follett, Foster in 1860. 

The Enigma of J.Q. Howard's "Missing" Biography 
The reason that Howard felt the 

impetus to pen his own biography of 
Lincoln is open to conjecture. Ernest 
Wessen speculated that Howard was 
motivated to write his own version of the 
life of Lincoln out of a sense of resent
ment that Howells produced his book 
using Howard's notes. I do not agree with 
Wessen's reasoning. After all, Howard 
was hired to make the trip to Springfield 
only after Howells indicated that the task 
was unappealing to him. Surely Howard 
went west fully aware that he was col-

In previous installments of The Written Word, 
we have examined various Lincoln campaign 
biographies from 1860. Most remain obtain-
able to collectors making a concerted search. 
In this issue and the next, we examine other 
works that are considered exceedingly rare. 
We must often resort to guesswork and theo-
ries to account for such scarcity. This is my 
goal in discussing books written by James a. 
Howard, Reuben Vose, and Ichabod Codding. 

I Daniel Pearson 

n his seminal study of the Lincoln 
campaign biographies of 1860, Ernest 

Wessen estimated that between 100,000 
and 200,000 copies of Lincoln's life story 
were circulated in the six months 
between the Republican candidate's nom
ination and the election. It is ironic that 
21st-century collectors concentrate less 
upon the successful and popular publica
tions, and seek those few biographies 
that were so unsuccessful that there is 
but a handful of them extant today. 

Three such rare titles that were 
accounted for by Ernest Wessen were 
written by James Quay Howard, Reuben 
Vose and Ichabod Codding. Together, 
these three volumes create an over
whelming hurdle for a collector of cam
paign biographies. No private collector 
has been able to count all three titles ln 
their library. And few institutional collec
tions contain all three. A collection that 
can boast one or two of them is blessed 
indeed. Each is scarce for different rea
sons, as we shall see by examining their 
histories one by one, beginning with that 
produced by James Q. Howard. 

James Howard played a role in the 
production of two 1860 campaign biogra
phies. When the Columbus, Ohio firm of 
Follett, Foster and Company choose 
William Dean Howells to write their "offi
cial" biography of candidate Lincoln, it 
was deemed necessary to send him to 
Springfield to collect first-hand biograph
ical data from the candidate himself, as 
well as from his close friends and associ
ates. Howells considered the trip '·dis
tasteful" and decided to send someone 
else in his stead (a decision for which he 
would later express profound regret). 

The man chosen for the task was James 
Q. Howard, an attorney and newspaper 
writer from Columbus. He set out for 
Springfield and, while there, had several 
direct interviews with Lincoln and the 
candidate's private secretary, John G. 
Nicolay. Howard must have been particu-
larly charmed by the stories of Lincoln's 
years in New Salem, as he interviewed 

V w se era! people who kne htm durmg that lecting primary source material specifi-
time, including William G. Green, Dr. John cally for Howells' use. 
Allen, and Mentor Graham. In addition, It would seem more reasonable to 
Howard interviewed Lincoln's former law assume that Howard undertook the task 
partner John T. Stuart, and visited the due to dissatisfaction with Howells' pro-
offices of the Illinois Daily Journal, where duct ion using the former's hard-won 
he made a copy of Lincoln's research. As mentioned above, 
1849 Congressional bill seek- it is generally acknowledged 
ing to ban slavery in the U1at Howells did not rely so 
District of Columbia.1 much on Howard's material as 

Upon returning to he did on previously published 
Columbus, Howard turned his biographies of the Republican 
notes over to Howells. For candidate, which must have 
whatever reason, Howells did irritated Howard. Moreover, a 
not utilize Howard's material careful reading of both Howells' 
to its full advantage. In fact, and Howard's biographies 
he used them hardly at al~ and reveals a fundamental differ-
instead relied to a greater ence in style, which may lead 
extent on previously pub- one to theorize lhat Howard 
lished campaign biographies '"--------.:...~ ......... was motivated to write his own 
of Lincoln. (For a full examina- A recently discovered, book due to the literary 
tion of Howells' biography, see unpublished portrait of approach of Howells' biography. 
The Rail Splitter, Winter 2001.) James Quay Howard. This William D. Howells was 

For reasons that are CDV dates to his service as more an aspiring man of letters 
unknown today, Howard was U.S. Consul in Saint John, than biographer. While in 1860 
apparently displeased with New Brunswick, 1861-5. he had only one short book of 
the book that Howells pro- poetry to his credit, he would 
duced. Whether Howard took exception become famous not for writing biogra-
to Howells' disregard for his work, or felt phies, but literature. His narrative of 
he could merely do a better job writing a Lincoln's life bears the hallmarks of one 
brief sketch of Lincoln's life, the author who was a more poetic writer. An excel-
pitched the Idea to Follett, Foster and lent example is Howells' excess in his 
Company to write an entirely separate description of Denton Offutt, Lincoln's 
biography of the Republican presidential first employer in New Salem. While 
candidate. Howard's interview notes refer to Offutt 

Apparently Follett, Foster and several times, there is no general descrip--
Company were receptive to Howard's tion of him other than his being a small-
i dea, as ads soon appeared in the time entrepreneur and Lincoln's employ-
Lincoln-Douglas Debates, publicizing not er. Lincoln himself, in his autobiography 
only Howells' completed campaign biog- provided to Howard and Howells likewise 
raphy, but also another they billed as a refers to Offutt as his employer, but also 
"Campaign Edition of the Lives of Lincoln credits him for his faith in the young 
and Hamlin, entirely distinct from Lincoln, and being responsible for setting 
above:• There can be but little doubt that him up in a store in New Salem. 
this refers to Howard's book, as it is the However, Howells dedicates more 
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than a full page singing the praises of this 
"man of substance." "in view of his expe
rience," Howells writes, "it is not too 
extravagant to picture Denton Offull as a 
backwoods Ulysses, wise beyond the home
keeping pioneers about him - 'Forever 
roaming with a hungry heart,' Bargaining 
with the Indians, and spoiling them, doubt
less, as was the universal custom in those 
times; ... with his body inured to toil and pri
vation, and with all his wits sharpened by 
traffic; such, no doubt, was Denton Offutt, 
who had seen - 'Cities of men, And man
ners, climates, councils, governments, 'and 
such was one of Lincolns earliest friends." 

One can reasonably argue that such 
literary extremes displeased James Q. 
Howard to the point where he felt that he 
could pen a better Life of Uncoln without 
using the excessive verbiage employed by 
Howells. Howard says as much in a brief 
introductory statement that appears on 
the copyright page of his biography: 

"The following Sketch of the Life of 
Abraham Lincoln embraces simply the 
material facts in his history. Fictitious 
embellishments, to suit the varied imagina
tions of readers, are left to be supplied by the 
readers themselves. For whatever the~ 
contains the writer alone is responsible." 

True to his word, Howard's narrative 
is tight and compact, sticking to the facts 
as provided in Lincoln's autobiography 
and those obtained during Howard's 
Springfield Interviews. In contrast to 
Howells' sentimentalized description of 
Denton Offutt, when introducing Lincoln's 
New Salem employer to his readers, 
Howard terse.ly calls him "one Denton 
Offutt." Likewise, there is little in the way 
of literary embellishment of the Lincoln 
story in Howard's ~- The narrative 
reads more like a news story than a piece 
of literature. The story is not divided into 
conventional chapters. Rather, it is divid
ed into topics, with each topic introduced 
by a brief heading. It is a style completely 
different than that found ia Howells' book. 

James Q. Howard's Life of Abraham 
~ dedicates 57 pages to the story of 
Lincoln's life, compared to 94 pages pro
duced by William D. Howells. However, 
much of the narrative in Howard's Llfe is 
devoted to documenting Lincoln's bills 
and speeches in both the Illinois legisla
ture and his term in the United States 
Congress. The latter section alone covers 
20 pages, much of it taken directly from 
the Congressional Globe. 

The book itself is of very simple 
design. Jt was produced in wrappers only. 
Most copies extant bear the title on the 
front wrapper, with the imprint of 
"Cincinnati: Anderson, Gates and Wright. 
1860." This is surrounded by a simple 
double-lined border. The title page is 
identical to the front wrapper, save for 
the border, and the imprint changed to 
"Columbus: Follett, Foster and Company. 
1860." Just why the firm of Anderson, 
Gates and Wright appears on the wrap
per is yet another mystery. However, the 
Lincoln-Douglas Debates and Howells' 
Life of Lincoln were immensely popular, 
and Follett, Foster's plant was going full 
bore trying to keep up with orders. It is 
reasonable to assume that had the 
Howard book been put into full produc
tion, it would have been "farmed out" to 
Anderson, Gates and Wright to relieve 
the burden at the Follett plant. There are 
no illustrations or frontispiece in the 
book. The only illustration being a block 
print of the Chicago Wigwam, adapted 
from Howells' book, which i.s printed on 
the back wrapper. A variant of the 
Howard biography has also been noted io 
pink pictorial wraps. 

There are nine pages of terminal ads 
in the book, including those for the 
Debates and a two-page spread featuring 
Howells' book. This latter ad proves that 
the Howard book was set in type well 
after the Howells' book had been com
pleted, as the ad contains a detailed table 
of contents for Howells' Life of Lincoln. 

What happened to Howard's book 
after Follett, Foster set the book in type 
and struck o£f at least a few trial copies is 
also fodder for speculation. It is reason
able to assume that no copies ever made 
their way to the market. Perhaps Follett, 
Foster determined that tl1e completion 
date of the book was too late to make it 
economically successful. Ernest Wesseo 
placed the publication date on or about 
July 26, 1860, the day on which ads 
appeared in the Ohio State Journal 
announcing the book's availability at a 
cost of ten cents. Howard's preface is 
inexplicitly dated June 26, 1860, far too 
early to relate to the completion date, 
considering Howells' book was issued on 
June 25. I would theorize that Howard 
read Howells' book, determined to write 
his own, and began with the introduction. 
Be that as it may, this economic theory 
does not seem plausible as John Locke 

TIJF.l,l_r£ 
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The front wrapper of James Howard's biography 
bears the imprint of Cincinnati: Anderson. Gates 
and Wright. The sole illustration is of the Chicago 
Wigwam on the back wrap. This same woodcut 

was also used in Howells' Life of Lincoln. 

Scripps' campaign life of Lincoln, per
haps the best selling of all 1860 campaign 
biographies, was published on July 15, 
1860, a mere 11 days before Howard's. 
Perhaps Follett, Foster was not attracted 
to the author's straightforward and 
unembellished style of writing. It is also 
conceivable the pressure from William 
Dean Howells himself kept Follett, Foster 
trom publishing the tract. 

With only a few test copies printed 
and bound, it is a scarcity today. Online 
Computer Library Center (OCLC), an 
Internet accessible consortium database 
that includes most large institutional 
libraries, locates but twenty-five copies 
in their system, and perhaps a small 
handful of copies in private hands. (One 
such copy is in the author's collection.) 

The claim that Howard's biography 
was never circulated can be substantiat
ed by the fact that nearly all known 
copies of the rare book were discovered 
in a single lot, and that discovery was not 
made until the fall of 1901. They were 
uncovered by pure chance by the inde
fatigable bookseller, Charles P. Everitt. He 
recalled the finding in his memoirs, Ille 
Adventures of a Treasure Hunter: A Rare 
Bookman lo Search of American History 
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(Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1951): 
A man came in one day and said, "I'm 

moving. I have a bunch of old books, and 
if you'll pay for the express, you're wel
come to them." He never gave his name, 
and 1 was not interested enough to ask. 

A little while later an expressman 
delivered a large packing case, and 
demanded seventy-five cents ransom. I 
happened to be out, and one of the boys 
paid the seventy-five cents. 

When I got back, I pawed through the 
contents of the case. "Well," I said, "we're 
out only seventy-five cents anyway. Wait a 
minute, what's this?" 

ft was the paper cover to J. Q. Howard's 
Life of Lincoln Cincinnati, 1860. Just the 
cover; no contents. I went back to make a 
further inquiry. 

"Oh, a lot of those were used to stuff 
out the case ... " proffered the packing agent. 

"What did you do with the rest of them?" 
"Put them down in the cellar. " 
"Please bring whatever remains up." 
He staggered back upstairs with a load 

of twenty-eight copies in original wrappers. 
I sat down and wrote to Major William 

H Lambert of Philadelphia, then the greatest 
Lincoln collector. "How would you like a copy 
of Howard's Life ofLincoln for ten dollars?" 

He replied in crisp military fashion by 
endorsement on my note: "There is no 
such book." 

So I sent him a copy. 
He sent back two ten dollar bills, with 

a note, "Send another copy." 

Within the twenty-eight copies dis
covered by Everitt was one printed in 
German. That copy was sold to Charles 
Mclellan, and is now in the collection of 
Brown University. In the years following 
Everitt's discovery. more issues have 
been discovered. Both the Illinois State 
Historical Library and Lincoln Memorial 
University have a copy of the German 
issue in their collections. 

Despite his failure to bring his biog
raphy of Lincoln to market, James Q. 
Howard did not slip into obscurity. Nor 
did his efforts on behaU of the 
Republican candidate go unnoticed. 
When Lincolniana dealer Chuck Hand 
purchased the archives of renowned 
bookseller Ralph Newman, he discovered 
Howard's own file of press clippings 
regarding his career. Like other campaign 
biographers, Howard was rewarded with 
a patronage position. He was appointed 

consul at the Canadian city of Saint John, 
New Brunswick, a position he held 
throughout the war. (Biographer Joseph 
H. Barrett was likewise rewarded for his 
work by being made Commissioner of 
Pensions and William Dean Howells 
became consul at Venice, Italy.) 

James auay Howard, taken about 
1902, while serving as head of the 
reference department In the Library 

of Congress. 

During his service at St. John, 
Howard was instrumental in detecting 
and thwarting a raid planned by 
Confederate agents and mercenaries on a 
bank in Calais, for which the grateful citi
zens of the community presented Howard 
with an elaborate gold-headed cane. 

A clipping from the society column 
from the Columbus Journal on February 
26, 1866, reports that Howard was visiting 
the United States on leave from his duties 
in St. John. In the brief notice, Howard is 
identified as "an author of a life of 
Abraham Lincoln." Apparently, this is the 
last known public reference to Howard's 
book until it was rediscovered ln 1901. 

Howard remained consul in St. John 
until July 1866. He returned to Columbus 
where he became a part-owner and an 
editor of the Ohio State Journal. In 1872 
he moved to New York, where he served 
for a time as an editorial writer on the 
staff of the New York Tribune, and later 
for the Times. In 1876, Howard again took 
up his pen to write a popular campaign 
biography of Republican presidential 
candidate Rutherford B. Hayes 
(Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co., 1876). 

After a stint as appraiser at the Port 
of New York, Howard became head of the 
reference department at the Library of 
Congress. While serving in this position 
he wrote another successful book, 

History of the Louisiana Purchase 
(Chicago, lll.: Callaghan & Co. 1902). It 
was also during Howard's service at the 
Library of Congress that the Lincoln cam
paign Ille was discovered. After being 
contacted by bookseller Charles P. 
Everitt, Howard confirmed that he indeed 
was the author of the long-lost campaign 
life. After learning about the discovery of 
the copies of his biography, Howard 
made the most of his situation. He began 
including the fact that he wrote a life of 
Lincoln in his autobiographical sketch. 
After some Lincoln scholars speculated 
that Howard's book might have been the 
first published (no doubt based on the 
date in the introduction), Howard billed 
himseU as the author of the first Lincoln 
biography. 

As rare as Howard's 1860 campaign 
biography is, it is not the rarest. Those 
written by Reuben Vose and Ichabod 
Codding are even more so. We will exam
ine those works in our next installment of 
The Written Word. '8.:> 

NQtes.: Howard's original notes somehow 
found their way back to the Abraham 
Lincoln's Presidential Papers, and were 
discovered after the Robert Todd Lincoln 
Papers were opened to the public in July 
1947. The notes can be found in David C. 
Mearns' study, The Lincoln Papers: The 
Story of the Collection with Selections to 
July 4, 1861 (Garden City: Doubleday & 
Company, 1948) and on the Internet at 
the Library of Congress' Abraham Lincoln 
Papers at: 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/alhtml/ 
malhome.html 
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THE "SHORT" ARM OF THE LAW: 

Confederate Spies Abroad 

0 
n May 2. 1865, a little over two weeks following the assas- actual gunman, John Wilkes Booth. had been cornered and 
sination of Presidenl Abraham Lincoln, his successor killed in Virginia. On May 13, two days before Baker penned his 
Andrew Johnson signed a proclamation declaring tbat his reply, U1e trial of Booth's accused accomplices had begun in 
"atrocious murder" had been "incited, concerted and pro- Washington, D.C. While that trial contained testimony implicat-
cured" by Confederate President Jefferson Davis and a ing the rebel operatives In Canada, and prosecutors hammered 
group of rebel operatives in Canada: Jacob Thompson, home the claim that assassination had been a Confederate gov-

Clement C. Clay, Beverly Tucker, George Sanders, and William C. emment objective, the thrust of the prosecution was against 
Cleary. Tbe proclamation offered rewards of $100.000 for Davis, the parties in hand - Mary Surratt, David Herold, Lewis Paine 
$10,000 for Cleary, and $25,000 each lor the other four, iJ arrest- and George Atzerodt, all of whom were convicted and hanged, 
ed within the borders of the United States so that they could be and Michael O'Laughlin, Edman Spangler and Dr. Samuel Mudd, 
brought to trial. Such was the first official recognition of an issue all of whom received prison terms. 
that is unlikely to ever be resolved: was the Confederate govern- The de facto case against Jefferson Davis and the 
ment in any way responsible for the killing of Abraham Lincoln? Confederate agents In Canada was irreparably damaged when it 

Recently unearthed by our friends at Chapel Hill Rare became apparent that at least some of the testimony implicat-
Books is evidence of the federal pursuit of several shadowy fig- ing them was perjured. It has been suggested that this perjury 
ures - documented by Doug and Maureen O'Dell in a small was suborned in part by one of the accused - George N. Sanders 
cache of photographs and correspondence. It consists of a let- - for the purpose of discrediting all testimony which linked ilie 
ter from Col. Lafayette C. Baker, the War Department's mysteri- Southern government with .John Wilkes Booth. This would have 
ous. devious and fearsome special agent who was charged with included the more believable accusation: that Confederate offi-
ferreting out spies and rebel sympathizers of all stripes. Writing cials had planned Lo kidnap Abraham Lincoln for use as a bar-
from New York to popular historian and illustrator Benson .I. gaining chip during rebeldom's last, desperate days. 
Lossing on May 15, 1865, Baker acknowledges a letter of May The tantalizing threads of evidence for Confederate back-
10th and encloses "the photograph you desired. As yet there has ing of Booili in a presidential abduction, i1 not assassination, 
been no poster published containing pictures have been painstakingly woven into ser-
of Davis, Sanders, Clay, Thompson, Tucker & .-----------------, viceable fabric in Come Retribution by 
Cleary." Accompanying Baker's letter are f1,, If,,,,,/. 'tj,ttey William A. Tidwell, James 0. Hall and David 
cartes-de-visite of the lour last-named par- ... _,,.,.,., Winfred Gaddy (University of Mississippi 
ties. While portraits of Thompson and Clay ..-. ~ ~ . ~,.f!,,,•. \\-.r

1
' ''"" Press, 1988), and in April '65, Confederate 

are often found in works about the Civil War, 
0"'!0.-t\i.;,::"'~~ Covert Actjon jn the Amerjcan Civil War by 

the assassination, and Confederate covert , ':,-.-~ Tidwell (Kent State University Press, 1995), 
operations, images of Tucker and Cleary are \O'v,., ,.l, ,,. .,_.... " .. ,- 1·~- ..__ two titles we strongly recommend to any 

h I kl h -~,t,,.~ ll\..l,._' .,...._...,....._ 'r\..k.'i •• t'- .. .,... d d h b Th 
muc more rare y seen, ma ng t is an tJ.u-..·- .,.. • 

1
, ,,_ ;1. ... • ... ~ t...~ "'• f......., t~. rea er intereste in t e su ject. ese 

unusual find. Also unusual is the inference L.u .. L "'"":,f-~'C;._. •'r ~.....:.. 1'-'-= studies make as convincing a case as can be 
that it was at least contemplated to Issue l.:\r,., ~~\"',._ ~ 1,..,,t>t~~~ made that the Confederate government 
photo-illustrated "wanted" posters for these 

O 
i\"~"1-\..u."r)l. \,.,_ decided in 1864 to capture Abraham ...._, 

men (presumably like those issued for 
1 

~.{0' ... ✓4, Lincoln as a means of negotiating an end to 
Booili, Herold and John H. Surratt). So far as t.1.1-0-frli,-e. In. the war; that John Wilkes Booth was select-
is known, no such posters were ever issued. ed by Confederate agents in Canada to han-

Lossing was an Indefatigable correspon- die the kidnapping; and tl1at as defeat 
dent and collector, and aside from his general neared, the olficial objective may have 
interest in American historical data he doubt- A recently-discovered letter-accompanied by the turned lo assassination - or. if not, that 
less wanted these portraits for possible use lo photographs pictured on the following page. Booth took such a course on his own initia-
his Pictorial History of the Civil War ... , the tive (Booth claimed this himself in the 
first volume of which was published at Philadelphia in 1866. It is famous "diary" found on him when he was captured). The stud-
quite possible that Baker's letter and its accompanying photos ies also suggest that Booth's most likely handlers and provoca-
were iliernselves among the huge group of manuscripts and teurs were Jacob Thompson and George N. Sanders. 
books auctioned by the Lossing heirs soon after his death in 1911. Thompson, an old acquaintance of Jefferson Davis, was a 

Lossing obviously lost no time in corresponding with Congressman from Mississippi before the Civil War and James 
Baker. since the rewards for Davis and the rebel agents - which Buchanan's Secretary of ilie Interior. Strongly pro-secession. he 
made their suspect status officially public - came only eigbt left the Cabinet to protest the intended relief of Fort Sumter, but 
days before Lossing wrote him, aod just two weeks after the only after warning South Carolina officials about the plan. After 
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holding some minor wartime military and legislative roles, in 
1864 he accepted appointment from Davis as a commissioner to 
Canada. Appointed along with him was Clement C. Clay of 
Alabama. a former judge and U.S. Senator who had declined to 
become Confederate Secretary of War. Thompson, however, 
held the real authority; he appears to have been directly 
answerable only to President Davis and Secretary of State 
Judah P. Benjamin, and he controlled the mission's operating fund 
of one million dollars. a huge sum for the time. Acting as 
Thompson's secretary was William Walter Cleary, a former offJcial 
of the provisional Confederate government of Kentucky and a for
mer clerk in the Second Auditor's Office at Richmond, Virginia. 

The exact assignment (if any) given to Thompson and Clay 
Is unknown, since theirs was a clandestine operation, but their 
known activities show that their broad objectives were to 
encourage pro-peace elements (and llkewlse discourage pro
war and pro-Union sentiment), assist the Copperheads, embar
rass the Lincoln administration, and inOuence Northern elec
tions. especially the 1864 presidential election. Specific military 

Also In tbe orbit of Thompson and Clay was Nathaniel 
Beverly Tucker, scion of a distinguished Virginia family of 
judges, Congressmen, lawyers and writers. A former newspaper 
publlsher and Printer to the Senate. he had been U.S. Consul at 
Liverpool from 1857 until the advent of the Lincoln administra
tion. By mid-war he was operating for the Confederacy in England 
and France, ostensibly purchasing commissary supplies, and he 
arrived in Canada for tbe same purpose in February 1864. 

The actions for which these agents were jointly or several
ly responsible during 1864 included the rebel raids on St. 
Albans, Vt. and Calais, Me., the attempted burning of New York 
City, the abortive "Camp Douglas conspiracy" In Chicago (for 
which Cleary obtained arms) with Its intended simultaneous 
Copperhead uprising in Ohio and Indiana, and the partially suc
cessful attempt to seize a Union ship on the Great Lakes for use 
in freeing rebel prisoners at Johnson's Island, Ohio. 

As for their involvement in a plan to abduct Lincoln, the 
evidence Is necessarily sketchy, since it was hardly an under
taking for which they would have wanted to leave a paper trail. 

A number of untainted witnesses saw 
.---------,, Booth frequently in the company of 

Sanders while on a lengthy visit to 
Montreal in October 1864, and Booth 
may, of course, have met with other 

, agents there under less-observed cir
: cumstances. Sanders had previously 

endorsed the assassination of 
European tyrants (conceivably an 
outgrowth of his association wltb the 
radical Mazzini and the latter's "theo
ry of the dagger"), and there is little 
reason to think he would have found 
the murder of Lincoln any less justi
fied. One seemingly credible witness 
claimed to have overheard Sanders 

CDVs found with Baker's letter to Lossing. Pictured (left to right): Clay, Cleary, Thompson, and Tucker. and Cleary discussing an operation 
Involving Booth and Lincoln. It was 

objectives Included sabotage, raids Into Northern territory (to 
cause public terror and draw U.S. troops from the battlefront). 
and freeing rebel prisoners-of-war. 

Thompson and Clay became tbe center of a group of 
agents, some apparently official, some not. Chief among them 
was Sanders, a Kentuckian, former horse-trader, lobbyist, news
paper publisher and supporter of Stephen Douglas. Originally 
allied with the Know-Nothings and a prominent leader of the jin
goisttc "Young America" movement, Sanders's taste for action, 
intrigue and radical republican politics had made him a strong 
supporter of European revolutionary movements. While serv
ing as U.S. Consul at London, under a recess appointment from 
President Franklin Pierce, his English residence became the 
common resort of such men as Gulseppe Garibaldi, Louis 
Kossuth and Giuseppe Mazzini, a fact displeasing the conserva
tive U.S. Senate, which declined to con£irm his appointment. At 
one point during the Civil War, Sanders carried dispatches for 
Jefferson Davis while acting as an intermediary with the French 
and British governments in an attempt to secure their financial 
support for the Confederacy. 

assumed at the lime that they were 
referring to assassination, but more likely it was to abduction. 
Perhaps the strongest evidence for Canadian Confederate 
involvement came from Lt. Col. James Gordon, C.SA, a nephew 
of Jacob Thompson by marriage. himself a rebel agent. and 
postwar briefly a U.S. Senator from Mississippi. Gordon was In 
Montreal in March 1865 and years later stated that he had 
worked there on plans to capture Lincoln, and had met John 
Wilkes Booth. As Tidwell's books posit, any such plot would 
have had to have been sanctioned by Jefferson Davis, although 
there is a very slim possibility that Judah P. Benjamin - the 
"general manager" of political secret services - arranged such 
an undertaking on his own tack. Interestingly, Benjamin was U1e 
one major figure who escaped the attention of Union authori
ties in 1865 during their search for Booth's accomplices and 
presumed overlords. 

Of the men for whom President Johnson authorized 
rewards, only Jefferson Davis and Clement C. Clay came into 
Federal hands. Davis was captured in Georgia while Clay volun
tarily surrendered. Clay had left Canada in December 1864 but 
was unable to reach Richmond until April 2, 1865, the very day 
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it was abandoned by the Confederate gov
ernment. When he learned that Johnson 
had named hlm in his reward proclamation, 
Clay rode 170 miles to turn himself in to 
authorities, an act which would seem to 
argue for his innocence of a murder plot 
(but not, necessarily, of one to abduct). 
Both Davis and Clay were imprisoned at 
Fort Monroe, Virginia, but neither was ever 
brought to trial !or the assassination or on 
any other charges. Clay was paroled lo April 
1866, and Davis a little over a year later. 

The other major Confederate opera
tives In Canada fled. Beverly Tucker ended 
up in Mexico; Jacob Thompson and his 
cohorts headed to England or the 
Continent, Thompson taking along (and 
convertlng to his own use) a substantial 
portion of his million-dollar covert opera
tions fund. Judah Benjamin also fled to 
England, where he became a highly respect
ed barrister and from whence he never 
returned. Booth's accomplice John H. 
Surratt, who Is known to have carried dis
patches between Benjamin and the 
Canadian agents, happened to be In Elmira, 
New York - scouting the federal prison 
camp there for a possible uprising - when 
he learned of Lincoln's assassination. He 
fled back to Canada where he remained in 
hiding until September 1865, when Beverly 
Tucker and Gen. Edwin G. Lee arranged his 
escape to England. Eventually caught In 
Egypt and brought to trial in the U.S., Surratt 
was acquitted by virtue of a hung jury. 

The assassination rewards for 
Thompson, Tucker, Sanders and Cleary were 
revoked by Sec. of War Stanton in November 
1865 on the grounds that, being out of the 
country, their apprehension would be effect
ed by government operatives in the regular 
course of duty, and hence they would not be 
entitled to rewards. President Johnson him
self never revoked the rewards. On 
Christmas Day 1868, a little over two months 
before he left office, he promulgated a blan
ket pardon which covered all former 
Confederates - including the Canadian 
agents, all of whom died in their beds, not on 
the gallows or in prison as a few of them may 
have deserved. Absent the discovery of 
some spectacular new evidence, we wiU 
never conclusively know. ~ 

[Editor's Note: See the first Rail Splinter on 
page 42 for a related story revealed through 
another, separate document discovery.] 

"THE 

LINCOLNPHILE" 

Ronald c. White, Jr,. Lincoln's Greatest 
Speech - The Second Inaugural. New York, 
Simon & Schuster, 2002, 254pps. 

Lincoln had been a typical politician, he 
would have followed the cue so often 
evidenced at modern State of the Union 
messages. He would have recounted the 
events of the last four years, taken cred
it for all the successes, validated the 
sacrifices and support of the electorate, 
and painted a rosy picture for the 

I
t might be nice if today's politicians future. He might have said America was 
studied this book to emulate the greatest nation on Earth, a role-
Lincoln. Hls greatest speeches (First model for all other nations, and invoked 
Inaugural, Gettysburg Address, and God's blessing. To the disappointment 
Second Inaugural) were all brief... at of many, he did none of these. He did 

odds with the norm. Lincoln could be not recite a litany of events - claiming 
long-winded if the occasion called for it, that everyone present was as knowl-
such as at the Cooper Institute in NYC edgeable about them as he. He declared 
in February 1860. When freed from the slavery to be the cause of the War, but 
exigencies of political protocol, though, spread guilt for this sin equally among 
Lincoln invariably chose brevity, all segments of the population, both 
employing concise language. North and South. He did not take credit 

fn reading histories on Lincoln, we for the successful prosecution of the 
tend to gloss-over these familiar War, but argued that an unknowable 
speeches and phrases. We accept that and omnipotent God controlled their 
Lincoln was a forceful and --~-----:---.. destinies. Finally, he did not 
persuasive speaker, devoid of call for retribution for those 
demagoguery. Evolving from who "would make war, 
an environment of gifted ora- rather than let the nation 
tors (Clay, Calhoun, and survive", but requested 
Webster), his words tran- charity for their opponents. 
scend theirs to such an ln his analysis of this 
extent that comparisons fail. singular point in history, the 
Hls best speeches were elo- author goes beyond these 
quent, poetical, and inspir- unexpected characteristics. 
ing. He was born at such a He discusses the techniques 
time and developed in such a and language skills 
place, that he managed to employed by Lincoln. He 
break from the traditions and explores the influence of ser-
mindset of the Age of Reason. mons that Lincoln heard on 
He absorbed the words of Washington a regular basis - especially in regard to 
and Jefferson, but managed to be his their construction if not content. White 
own man. explains the religious references which 

Ronald C. White, Jr. is the author of almost all Lincoln's audience consid-
five books on American intellectual, ered familiar, as well as those terms that 
religious, and social history. He is cur- had a much different connotation in the 
rently Dean and Professor of American mid-19th-century (e.g. "malice" or 
Religious History at San Francisco "divine attributes"). He quotes sources 
Theological Seminary. In this modest, such as Lincoln's letter to A.G. Hodges, 
thoroughly researched work, he analy- April 4, 1864, and the personal memo 
ses Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address ("Meditation on the Divine Will") from 
phrase by phrase. A quotation from a September 1862 that have elements that 
distinguished guest at the time, later appear in the Second Inaugural. In 
Frederick. Douglass, sounds the keynote breaking down the speech into Its com-
of the work: "The address sounded ponents, and knowing the thought 
more like a sermon than a state paper." process that went Into its writing, we 

The large crowds that assembled also get an idea of what Lincoln may 
for Lincoln's Second Inaugural expected have sounded like - the phrasing, the 
a triumphant speech. The War was pauses, the emphasis. Obviously, we 
almost over - the enemy vanquished. If can never know exactly how Lincoln 

continued, next page 
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The Lincolnphile, cont. 
sounded, but this approach may approx
imate it. and that's an exciting prospect. 

The reaction to the Second Inaugural 
was generally negative, at least as report
ed - much in keeping with the partisan 
nature of journalism at the time. Lincoln 
had been "disrespected" and criticized 
since his first day in office. Even with 
peace just a month away, the critics were 
consistent in their assessment of Lincoln, 
just as Lincoln was consistent in his 
focus and determination. It would take 
his martyrdom and the passage of time 
to reshape the public's perception. 

From the book's conclusion: 
The spiril of Lincoln's words inspires 

awe. His words proved las1ing because he 
embodied what he spoke. He acted throlJ!sh· 
out his presidency "with malice towards 
none; with charity towards all." Still, awe is 
not to be confused with sentimentality. 
Neither vindication nor triumphalism is pre
sent in the Second Inaugural. At the 
bedrock is Lincoln's humility. He included 
himself as one who "looked for an easier 
triumph, and a result less hmdamental and 
astounding. "As Lincoln told Thurlow Weed 
on March IS, "Whatever of humiliation 
there is in it, it falls most directly on myself. " 
We might wish that Lincoln had expanded 
upon this reflection, but surely he meant 
that he did not claim for himself moral high 
ground in the nation's struggle with the 
immorality of slavery. 

This makes a nne addition to the 
body of Lincoln scholarship. 

Dennis M. Keesee. Too Young To Die: Boy 
Soldiers of the Union Army 1861-1865. Blue 
Acorn Press, Huntlngton, WV, 2001, 296pps. 

e don't have to be historians to appreci-

w ate how much has changed over 
the last 100 years. In modern 
society, there are laws against 
child labor. Parents who leave 
their children "home alone" or 
beat them in the name of disci

pline are subject to arrest and prosecu
tion. There are laws that mandate a cer
tain level of education for our children. 
Such concerns hardly mattered at the time 
of the Civil War. 

Even though being of "legal agen in 
the Civil War meant one was at least eigh
teen, record keeping was woefully inade
quate - and often non-existent. Couple 
that with the need for recruits, and a 
great many underage soldiers enlisted. 

Even soldiers who didn't lie about their 
age could, with parental consent, join the 
army. More often than not, underage 
recruits ran away from home and enlist
ed. If they were caught and sent back, 
they simply waited for another opportu
nity and ran off again, joining another 
regiment. 

In addition to arms-bearing recruits, 
the army also had need for drummer 
boys and musicians. The drummer boy's 
cadence was supposed to embolden the 
troops and signal commands that nor
mally couldn't be heard above the din of 
battle. They were not supposed to carry 
arms or engage in combat, though that 
was often unavoidable. They were 
employed to carry wounded from the 
field of battle (often while exposed to 
enemy fire), serve as orderlies, carry 
messages across the lines, forage, and 
assist in field hospitals and burial details. 
What today we would consider as 
unthinkable. the American public of the 
i860s readily accepted. The exploits of 
these young soldiers were romanticized 
in the press and served to inspire the 
public in a time of national calamity. 
Pictures of various drummer-boys (of 
Shiloh, the Rappahannock, and 
Chickamauga) were sold as souvenirs, 
their stories written up in Harper's, with 
poems and sentimental songs published 
to extol their heroics. 

Author Dennis Keesee has collected 
Civil War photography and memorabilia 
for twenty years. He specializes in mater
ial related to these young soldiers, the 
youngest of whom were but eight or nine 
years old. He has done extensive 
research into their history, availing him
self of diaries, reminiscences, manu-

scripts, magazine articles, official mili
tary records, and autobiographies. This 
work is a thorough investigation into the 
unique story behind the Union drummer 
boys of the Civil War, both the few that 
attained notoriety, and the many who 
remained anonymous but are known 
through the diary entry of a comrade, a 
carte-de-visite, or an entry in the military 
record indicating burial-site. Few of us are 
aware of their adventures and privations. 

The work is divided into fourteen 
chapters, each detailing a significant 
aspect of the story - recruitment, camp 
life, exposure to battle, etc. By using pri
mary source material, Keesee manages 
to convey not only authenticity, but 
objectivity. This is a work that will appeal 
to people who like their history pure and 
simple, not sugar-coated or romanti
cized. Controversies are not glossed
over, but conveyed in a straightforward 
manner, presenting all the evidence. Still, 
the story is a very poignant one - even 
with the passage of 140 years, we feel as 
if we know each boy, both the heroes and 
the scoundrels. 

The work is well-written and reads 
easily, with little excess verbiage. The 
selection of photographs, mainly cartes
de-visite, is something that we, as collec
tors, can truly appreciate. They are liber
ally sprinkled throughout the book, and 
gleaned from diverse, sophisticated col
lections. Even more than the words of 
the participants. they are extremely 
evocative and expressive. If we were to 
view a handlul of these, they would cer
tainly be compelling, but, viewed as they 
are within an expanded narrative, they 
become a central component of the 
book. Unlike other books with illustra
tions that merely complement the text, 
here they are an equal player. For whose 
interested in the Civil War, this is a rec
ommended work. 

[Editor's Note: Appropriate for this book
review is last month's timely sale by Wes 
Cowan of a stirring CDV of Johnny Clem, 
"The Drummer Boy of Shiloh.» A pristine 
1863 view of celebrity Sergeant John 
Lincoln Clem, the photo is by Schwing & 
Rudd. The verso bears an ink inscription 
in giving an interesting contemporary 
account of Clem's status and disposition: 
"Sarg't Johnny Clem. Shot a Rebel officer 
& was presented with a badge of honor 
by Genl. Rosecrans. Is now 12 years of 
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age. Slays with Genl. Thomas at Dept. Hd. 
Qtrs.~ Clem is shown wearing the square 
cloth "Roll of Honor" badge in this rare 
variant. The orphan Clem joined the 22nd 
Michigan Infantry and ultimately rose to 
the rank of Major General living until 
1937. Against a modest estimate ol $600-
$800, this handsome study sold for $1,540.] 

Michael Burlingame, Editor. Dispatches from 
Lincoln's White House: The Anonymous Civil 
War Journalism of Presidential Secretary 
Winlam 0. Stoddard. University of Nebraska 
Press, Lincoln. 287pps. 

William 0. Stoddard means differ
ent things to dillerent people. 
Some recognize him as a White 
House secretary who served in 
the Lincoln Administration, pri

marily under Nicolay and Hay. 
Scriptophlles recognize him as the func
tionary who signed, secretarially, 
Lincoln's name on a plethora of meaning
less White House documents - lesser 
appointments, land grants, etc .. (I associ
ate him as the individual who, In 1861, 
somehow -obtained" the original key to 
the White House - a relic which sold in 
1985 for $10,0000 

Micheal Burlingame's introduction 
gives a much fuller picture: "Stoddard 
(1835-1925) achieved renown as the 
author of more than seventy children's 
books, yet is best remembered as 
Abraham Lincoln's secretary and assis
tant to presidential aides John G. Nicolay 
and John Hay. As did Nicolay and Hay, 
Stoddard published a biography of 
Lincoln; like them he also wrote anony
mously !or the press while he served in 
the White House. Reproduced here are 
120 weekly dispatches that Stoddard sub
mitted to the New York Examiner under 

the pseudonym 'Illinois.' From May 1861 
to the summer of 1864 'Illinois' regularly 
described and commented on events in 
Washington and on military, economic, 
and political developments of the nation." 

Stoddard first met Lincoln in the 
Spring ol 1859 as part-owner and manag
ing editor ol the Central Illinois Gazelle of 
West Urbana, a paper that touted Lincoln 
for the Presidency. Alter Lincoln's elec
tion, Stoddard joined the hoards of party
faithful seeking employment in the new 
administration. He assured Illinois 
Senator Lyman Trumbull that he had the 
support and approval of William 
Herndon, Leonard Swett, and NY Senator 
Ira Harris, and was rewarded with a sec
retarial appointment issuing land grants 
in the interior Department. When the War 
broke out, he enlisted !or three month's 
service in a militia company, the National 
Rifles. Eventually, he was transferred 
over to the White House, where he con
tinued signing Lincoln's name, oversee
ing and sorting through White House 
mail - earning him the sobriquet "the 
paper cutter." He continued in that 
capacity until the Fall of 1864, when phys
ical ailments forced him to seek a more 
healthy environment outdoors. He 
solicited and received an appointment 
from the President as Marshal for the 
Eastern District of Arkansas. 

Hay complained in 1863 that 
"Stoddard is more & more 
worthless. I can scarcely rely 
upon him for anything." 
Another secretary, Nathaniel 
S. Howe, was "better than 
Stoddard as he is never stuffy 
and always on hand." Shortly 
thereafter, Hay sarcastically 
told Nicolay that Stoddard 
had "been giving the 
Northern watering places for 
the last two months a model 
of high breeding and unques
tionable deportment." In 
August 1864, Hay complained 
"Stoddard has been advertising himself 
extensively in the Western Press... His 
asininity which is kept a little dark under 
your shadow at Washington blooms & 
burgeons In the face of the West." Even 
Stoddard recorded Hay's put-down that 
"he considered me a ldnd of miracle of 
hard work and that I could do more with
out showing it than any other man he had 
ever seen. He abused me also for being 

what he called 'statuesque' and always 
inclined to strike attitudes and take posi
tions." In spite of shortcomings in Hay's 
eye, Nicolay would later characterize 
their relations "from the start, of an 
entirely satisfactory character. [Stoddard 
is] a very good fellow, and a man of con
siderable talent." 

Stoddard's dispatches give a good 
indication of the mood In war-time 
Washington. Most of the entries deal with 
mundane topics such as the change of 
seasons and the social calendar. 
Speculation on military matters and 
assessment ol prospects for victory are 
constant topics. Occasional references to 
President Lincoln are informative as they 
relate to his physical condition, mental 
outlook, and leadership. 

In trying to take the measure of the 
man through his writings, I characterize 
him as both an eternal optimist and 
cheerleader for the administration. It 
seems his positive outlook got the best of 
him, resulting in unrealized predictions, a 
poor reading of events, and misplaced 
confidence. Like many, he thought the 
War would be of short duration. 
Eventually, he gave due credit to the 
tenacity of tl1e foe, while never doubting 
the final result. He was a strong support
er of McClellan, Burnside, Butler, and 
Fremont, only gradually becoming disillu
sioned after repeated failures. He also 

vouched for the Integrity of 
Secretary of War Simon 
Cameron against charges ol 
graft (talk about gullible!). 
Yet, he never wavered from 
his devotion to President 
Lincoln, despite setbacks and 
criticism. On July 21, 1862, he 
wrote: "The President is 
almost a mystery. Men no 
longer query whether such 
or such a General or states
man directs his actions, but 
'what will he do with' this 
statesman or that General. 

He is the most perfect representative of 
the purely American character now in 
public life-perhaps the most perfect that 
ever has existed. This is why the mutual 
understanding between him and the peo
ple Is so perfect. Thls it is which enables 
him to exercise powers which would 
never by any possibility be entrusted to 
another man, though his equal in other 
respects. The people know that they can 

continued, next page 
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trust their great chief, and so they bid him 
'see to it that the Republic suffers no detri
ment' and put into his hands untold trea
sure and uncounted lives, and the tempo
rary disposal of their time-honored rights." 

Although a proponent of emancipation 
and the employment of Blacks in the mili
tary, Stoddard was not so liberal In respect 
to the Jewish population: "A curious rule 
has been made in the Treasury, in the 
redemption of its demand notes -any note 
from which a portion has been torn, though 
all the signatures and numbers should be 
perfect, is paid for pro rata, the supposed 
fraction being deducted, and the note then 
destroyed - the reason being an insane fear 
that out of many torn patches some inde
fatigable Jew many make and present a 
whole one... Let foreign capitalists take 
what course they will, so long as we as true 
to ourselves, and trust each other, we can 
furnish our Government with all the funds it 
will require. Far be the time when the free 
people of this Republic shall be reduced to 
the same degrading vassalage to a few over
rich Jew bankers, to which so many 
European potentates stooped their 
crowned but dishonored heads... [re: 
Washington boarding houses] I would that 
many should be empty, for if there is a class 
of people equal to your Jew gold specula
tors in Wall Street, it is the class who dis
pose of the furnished lodgings of 
Washington ... The Sbylocks of the 'Second 
Board', whose greedy and unscrupulous 
speculations did the mischief in the first 
place, seem at last to have paid dearly for 
their want of patriotism. For one, I am 
rejoiced-in the dry slang of the Tribune 
reporter-that 'Moses has got it."' Stoddard 
did suffer some business reverses in the 
1870s. Wonder if he took out his wrath on 
such Jewish speculators as ... say ... Belmont, 
Vanderbilt, Gould, Fisk, and Diamond Jim 
Brady (if you were looking for those guys in 
the synagogue. you'd have a long wait!) 

Scholars will no doubt be able to glean 
some useful information and historical 
insight from this work which is meant as a 
college textbook, more than a book for gen
eral readership. 

COMMENTARY 

"I believe it is an established maxim in morals that he who 
makes an assertion without knowing whether it is true or false 
is guilty of falsehood, and the accidental truth of the assertion 

does not justify or excuse him." 

W 
(To the editm or the lllin.ois Gazette. August 11, 1846.) 

e are in a quandary. Lincoln's ideal - seldom a luxury afforded those in the 
present media - would seem like a necessary, guiding principle. Espoused far 
more eloquently, we have been charged with knowing with certainty before 
going to press. It seems a laudable if not noble intent. But here's the demur: 

more often than not, ~certainty" does not exist. What we publish are opinions ... 
based more on what we believe than what we know. Our acumen - the foundation of 
our ~expertise" - Is a by-product o( what we've seen ... what we've encountered. 
Often, it's not enough - but it's all we have. So, when we challenge something, we do 
so more from a gill feeling ... This usually comes with consensus and ~ without 
deliberation. We labor over each conclusion ... the only responsible thing to do. 

We wonder if believing what we write to be true - after thoughtful research -
entitles us to question what others accept as fact. After all, should we not stand by 
the "courage of our conviction?" Would this be enough for Abe? 

No one remembers what we say in praise of an item. No one recalls our adora
tion for a new discovery. Everyone keeps In 
mind those instances we "question" attri- .----------------. 
bution. Without agenda, this is what we do. 
We ask if what has been accepted is the 
truth. But we always do so without invec
tive while keeping an open mind. 

Christie's recently hosted an auction 
of manuscripts lrom the legendary collec
tion of the late Malcolm S. Forbes (detailed 
at length in our "In the Marketplace" col
umn). The catalog preface gave Forbes' 
rationale for his acquisitions: "Documents .___ ____________ --J 

give us a better conception of a person than 
it is possible to get from a formal portrait or photograph. They remind us that these are 
more than historical figures - they were people pouring ouI their hopes, sadnesses. reac· 
tions and directions onto paper Their letters and documents are what makes flesh mid 
blood of key figures in our country's history." This remarkable collection reflects taste, 
sophistication. and what can be accomplished with great wealth. The catalog itself is 
glowing testament to the skills and love of history rested in Chris Coover and his 
staff. While the auction was a resounding success - several world records set, every
one appreciating that Forbes' provenance justified tremendous premiums - one lot 
remains "troublesome." 

Forbes' primary focus in Americana was documents. (This in addition to numer
ous other collections including works by Faberge, toy soldiers, art. etc., etc.) Still, 
Malcolm - with help from his sons, all passionate collectors - occasionally acquired 
an artifact or relic. One of these items hit the block at Christie's with a thunderous 
clap: "The pair of brass opera-glasses carried by the President at Ford's Theatre at (he 
performance of Our American Cousin, on 14 April 1865, the night he was shot ... An 
exceptionally well-documented relic of Lincoln's final hours at Ford's Theatre; probably 
the last object ever used by the President." (Estimate $40-60,000) 

Forbes purchased the glasses at the sale of the Roy Crocker Collection in 1979 
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for $22,000. Twenty-three years later, they fetched an astound
ing $424,000 (with buyer's premium). The winning bidder, an 
upper East-side art dealer acting as an agent, told us that he 
purchased the glasses for a client who simply decided he "had 
to have them." His buyer saw a short story on the news about 
the auction, and "no .. he was not a Lincoln collector" - but 
rather a collector of impressionist paintings. But... this item 
"really caught his fancy." 

The accompanying provenance is compelling that the 
glasses do, in fact, date to April 15, 1865 ... or thereabouts. 
There is a perfect line of ownership back to the original source: 
Captain James M. McCamley, a member of the City Guard of 
Washington {who later served as Commander of the Guard of 
Honor that accompanied Lincoln's body from Washington to 
Springfield). As the catalog details: "After the shooting and 
Booths dramatic escape, a group of physicians and Washington 
City Guards carefully carried Lincoln, bleeding and unconscious, 
from the theater to the Peterson House across 10th Street. On the 
way, a pair of gilt and enamel mans opera glasses that had evi• 
dently rested in Lincolns lap during Our American Cousin fell to 
the street and were retrieved by Captain James M. McCamley, one 
of the stretcher-bearers." 

Here are statements we make with certainty... accompa
nied by a few questions we offer with nothing more than the 
courage of our conviction: 

• At the Crocker sale, several leading Llncolniana dealers -
including King Hostlck and Ralph Newman - advised Forbes 
against purchasing the glasses. They dismissed the relic as not 
compelling. 

• These "opera glasses" should not be mistaken with 
"binoculars" -which refract an image through prisms - but are 
more akin to "field glasses" that magnify a direct line-of-sight. 
Used at close distances, they would be difficult to keep In reg
ister with indMduals rapidly going in and out of view. 

• The distance between Lincoln in the President's Box and 
the stage is exactly 12.5 feet- but a single leap for John Wilkes 
Booth. The President occupied the box numerous times before 
that fateful night and knew how close he would be to the actors 
on stage. One would think there is little use for field glasses 
directed at an individual Just twelve feet away ... not exactly 
practical. 

• That an empty glass-case was also found, supposedly in 
the box (now owned by the National Park Service), and that 
one fits in the other, verifies little. 

• Still, it must be noted that Mary Todd Llncoln definitely 
had a pair of opera glasses herself that evening. And, one peri• 
od engraving (ca. 1867) depicts Lincoln as having a pair of 
opera glasses. But... 

Our problem rests with the "discovery" of these glasses in 
the street as if dropped from the President's hand or fallen from 
his lap. We know that Llncoln was taken from his chair, placed 
on the floor. and attended to by several doctors while In the 
theatre box. They stretched his long torso across a removed 
door to carry him across the street. The Idea that the uncon
scious President held onto these glasses during all of this with 

the quick-witted McCamley finding them in the street as they 
dropped from his weakened grip defies credibility. Do we think 
McCamley found a pair of glasses that evening? Sure, why not? 
Is It possible that In the absolute pandemonium there were sev
eral hundred other possible owners who might have lost these 
glasses in that terror of the night? Why not? All right. .. could 
these have been Lincoln's? Well ... perhaps - and we certainly 
won't rule It out. We're Just not certain we would risk a half mU• 
lion on the story! (Ohh ... by the way ... there Is one more piece 
in the collection that might be "problematic." Forbes had also 
purchased one of Lincoln's famous "stovepipe" hats. We are 
told by reliable sources that It is the wrong size!) 

The balance of the Llncolnlana in the Forbes' sale still rep
resents the absolute BEST on the market In decades. But you 
don't need this humble Journal to point out the obvious. lf you 
get this periodical, you already understand the warmth reflect• 
ed in the photograph signed "A. Lincoln & Son." You already 
appreciate the humanity revealed in Lincoln's letter to Grant 
asking for an appointment for Robert... as a favor from a 
"friend." You certainly appreciate the wisdom in a letter that 
notes "Wanting to work Is so rare a merit, that It should be 
encouraged." No need to articulate the unmistakable. You need 
us to question everything else! We promise to never shy from 
that task! 

Please let us hear from you with your thoughts on this mat
ter ... thoughtful discourse requires a multitude of voices! 

CHUCKHAND 
P.O.BOX5 

PARIS, Il, 61944 
Phone: (21.7) 463-4M5 

email: bulch@tlgerpaw.com 
www.Ugerpaw.com/allncoln 

Specializing in Books, 
Pamphlets, Prints, 
Autographs, and 
Ephemera about 

Abraham Lincoln and 
His Time 

Interested in purchasing 
single items or coUections 

Catalogs Issued 
Inquiries Invited 
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LETTERS 
}ii£ EDITOR 
[.Ew.t2r: Any opinions or statements expressed in this journal 
represent the views of the authors involved. Publishing them 
does not constitute an endorsement. We encourage our readers 
to form their own opinions. Having said that, we do not shy from 
controversy and believe unfettered expression can be construc
tive. We do not question the good intentions of collectors, deal
ers, curators, librarians, or appraisers. Our primary concern is 
the preservation and discovery of material culture, thereby 
adding to and refining our knowledge of American history. To 
paraphrase Lincoln, any behavior which detracts from that mis
sion, to the extent of the deviation, is no advancement.] 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

Although I thought that Mr. "Chuck" Hand's article, "Now 
That You Have It", in the Spring issue of the Rail Splitter was fair
ly interesting, I take strong exception to his self-serving com
ments about donating collections to museums. And his conde
scending afterthought that " ... I have seen a few institutions that 
have done extremely well with donated collections ... " was espe
cially limp. He used the exception to prove the rule. The bad 
apple spoils the barrel. As a museum director and curator (now 
retired) I am taking this opportunity to discuss in considerable 
detall my thoughts concerning gifts and related topics. Of 
course, would-be donors should know all the pitfalls and proper 
procedures before donating their collections to museums. Of 
course, there are "horror story after horror story" about muse
ums' abuse of gilts, although no evidence was cited in the arti
cle. I suspect that for every example Mr. Hand might care to cite, 
I can match with examples of would-be donors' misrepresenta
tions and spurious claims about their gifts. Of course, there is 
potential for misunderstanding between museum staff and 
donors. I will say this: Over the years I've encountered more 
unscrupulous dealers than I have wrong-headed museum staff. 
Perhaps Mr. Hand will honor readers with his thoughts about 
the former in a future issue of The Rail Splitter. 

I strongly emphasize at this point that museums' first prior
ity is the care and protection of objects in their collection so that 
future generations may enjoy and learn. Everything else, e.g. 
research, in-house and out-reach programs, and permanent, tem
porary, and traveling exhibitions, follow from that priority. The 
majority of professional museum staffs belong to the American 
Association of Museums, Including this writer. By virtue of our 
membership we subscribe to binding ethical standards and prop
er procedures for accepting gifts. Staffs are obligated to prepare 
gift contracts that protect both the museum and the donor. Of 
course collectors should know a museum's intentions regarding 
their proposed gifts. Unless informed otherwise, a few co1lectors 
like to believe that their gifts, always unique and incredibly valu
able, will go on permanent display and be accompanied by glow
ing testimonials to their former owners' perspicacity. Rarely so. 
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There are six areas directly relevant to Mr. Hand's com
ments. First: I accept gifts only If they fill gaps in the permanent 
coHections, strengthen other collections owned by the museum, 
open new directions for exhibition and research or can be added 
to a museum's store merchandise (the IRS can be very picky on 
this subject). Donors have the right to know a museum's intend
ed use of the gift, but that intention may, and perhaps should, 
change over the years. Second: Rarely are gilts exhibited in their 
totality, excepting "blockbuster" exhibitions often staged by 
large art and history museums such as the Getty, the 
Smithsonian, the Metropolitan Museum of Art and similar insti
tutions. As an example of how a gift may be used, my museum 
receives a gift of thirty-plus ferrotypes and ribbons related to 
Abraham Lincoln's two campaigns. As far as the general public 
is concerned, a few of these ferrotypes and ribbons may be 
selected and combined with other artifacts to make an exhibit 
point. The remainder go into storage. There they become avail
able, protected environmentally and from theft, for use by schol
ars and the occasional collector. True, they may never see day
light, i.e., exhibited in their home museum, but they might be 
illustrated in that museum's educational and/or publicity pro
grams; or in general and scholarly publications; or in inter-muse
um loans for display elsewhere. Items might be sold or traded to 
other museums as individual objects and/or collections become 
upgraded. Third: Obviously, a museum must have complete con
trol, i.e., legally defined ownership, of a gift. Ownership is being 
transferred, after all. A museum must define a gilt, via a contract, 
which means arriving at a common agreement between the 
museum and the would-be donor. Properly achieved, a gift's 
legal status is once and for all defined in perpetuity, which also 
prevents the donors' heirs in later years from seeking ownership 
of what they never owned. Some museums use the term 
"Permanent Loan" to describe a gift. I advise all would-be donors 
to avoid that situation because the term suggests both perma
nency and borrowing, a contradiction and one that can trigger 
all sorts ol bltter legal hassles in later years. Fourth: The physi
cal conditions of artifacts in a gift is always a serious concern for 
museums. Unfortunately, many collectors, often through their 
own conscious ignorance, have no interest in protecting what 
they own, despite the easy availability of information and the 
often thousands of dollars they've expended. Faded textiles and 
photographs and careless handling of artifacts are particular 
concerns. More than once I've rejected a gilt because the cost of 
conserving was far more than its intrinsic, educational and mar
ket values. Usually, the collector has nobody to blame but him
self. Fifth: Museums always have the sticky problem of deter
mining a donor's right to ownership, often through a document
ed provenance, of the proposed gift. Furthermore: Are there 
stolen objects in this gift? Is the donor misrepresenting all or 
parts of the gift? Are reproductions claimed as originals? Usually 
knowledgeable appraisers can answer these concerns before 
transaction is completed. Museums can be held legally at lault, 
arguably, for items in their collections later proven to have been 
stolen. Witness the legal quagmires surrounding the Holocaust 
artwork looted by Nazis and artifacts from excavated pre
Columbian and Native-American burial sites that are exhibited 
nowadays in European and American museums. And do not 
think for one moment that small local and specialized museums 
are immune from such shenanigans. Sixth: Museums must 
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always consider collectors' behavior in relation to their pro
posed gifts. It's been my experience that an occasional collector 
will resort to all kinds of trickery in order to gain a maximum tax 
deduction or satisfy personal vanity or greed. Here are examples 
that I've actually encountered: A collector who wanted to bribe 
me to sell him a certain piece from my museum's collections in 
return for his gift donation. Another collector wanted me to sign 
the Internal Revenue Service gift form, thereby implicitly accept
ing a proposed over-valued gift. AJso, collectors who try to sub
stitute inferior objects for objects listed in the gift inventory and 
collectors who misrepresent their collections to unqualified 
appraisers, thereby causing unnecessary conflict with the 
involved museums. So, Mr. Hand, 1 have my horror stories also. 

But let's go beyond Mr. Hand's scattershot criticisms. What 
should collectors do preliminary to donating their collections to 
museums? First and foremost, hire a professional appraiser who is 
a disinterested third party, not a fellow collector or dealer-friend. 
This person will not only value the proposed gift but will guide a 
donor through the procedures for declaring a tax deduction with 
the Internal Revenue Service. And believe me, the IRS is taking very 
hard looks nowadays at arts and collectibles collection deduction 
claims. Second, a lawyer may be useful during a gift transaction 
period, especially when very many dollars are involved, but from 
my experience, most lawyers do not have the necessary expertise 
in dealing with the peculiar nature of collections as tangible prop
erty. Third, do talk with other collectors about their experiences in 
gift giving. It certainly cannot hurt. Fourth: visit the museum that 
you plan to give your collection to, more than once if you can. Ask 
yourself, at least: Are objects displayed in an interesting and under
standable manner? How are the visitors reacting to exhibits'? Do 
docents seem informative and interesting? Do I feel welcomed? 
What related activities does the museum sponsor? Then, and only 
then, begin or go no further with a gift transaction. 

Finally, I cannot ignore Mr. Hand's gratuitous comments 
about librarians and rare books. Although Mr. Hand may appre
ciate the content of rare books, because he is a dealer his ulti
mate concern is their financial value. I argue in terms of rare 
books' intellectual and cultural importance. With occasional 
exceptions, some large city libraries for example, local public 
libraries are not a proper repository for a collector's rare books, 
but neither are such books necessarily better off in the hands of 
dealers. Mr. Hand's comments mirror the eternal battle between 
dealers and librarians to obtain the rare title or an important 
library. One can sell to a dealer and make some collector happy 
or donate to a library, a university library, especially, take a tax 
deduction, and thereby preserve for all time a final location for 
that rare title as well as an intact collection available for future 
use. Outstanding Lincoln collections, for example, have gone 
either way over the years. It's a collector's choice. Museums and 
libraries are our major repositories of knowledge. I can't imagine 
what I would be like without them. 

Edmund B. Sullivan 
Suffield, CT 

[Ed Sullivan is the founding director and curator of the Museum of American 
Political Life on the campus of the University of Hart1ord. He has been a mem
ber of the Suffield, Connecticut Board of Library Trustees for over thirty years 
and is currently Vice-Chairman of the Connecticut State Library Board.] 
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Jn response to Dr. Sullivan's Letter to the 
Editor, Chuck Hand writes as follows: 

Alter reading Dr. Sullivan's response to my article in the Rail 
Splitter, I can certainly understand his concerns given his former 
position as a museum director and curator. I now realize that I 
should not have suggested people not make donations to muse
ums and libraries, but rather I should have suggested that cer
tain steps should be taken to insure that the collection is dis
posed of in the manner in which you want. Many museum and 
library collections have been built around such donations. 
Having served on my local public library board for nearly 20 
years and having held various positions in our historical society 
for 30 years, I understand the importance of donations. In fact, I 
have personally donated items to museums and libraries, and 
will continue to do so with certain stipulations. 

ln my article I was attempting to summarize the major pit
falls that await the collector (or their heirs) when it comes time 
to dispose of a collection. Dr. Sullivan's letter went into much 
more detail about the steps that should be taken prior to donat
ing a collection to a museum, and what could happen to the col
lection once it has been donated. Many of his points were very 
similar to mine. I don't believe either one of us mentioned check
ing the security of an institution, as theft of items might also be 
a problem. In a short article I intentionally did not single out any 
museum, library, auction house, or dealer. To make such accu
sations would have required more time and space than my short 
article allowed. But you don't have to be in the business very 
Jong to acquire first-hand knowledge of whom to do business 
with and whom to avoid. 

In regards to donating collections to libraries, make sure the 
same procedures are followed as if donating to a museum, as the 
focus o( a Library is different from that of a museum. The main 
function of a library is to make books available to the reading 
public, and is not always the careful preservation and storage of 
rare items. That responsibility falls to special collection sections 
and rare book rooms that have staff trained to handle rare or col
lectable books just as a museum would. One must bear in mind 
that not all libraries have such facilities or services. 

Once again, I cannot stress strongly enough the importance 
of an accurate inventory of a collection, including price paid for 
each item. That way, il you have to deal with one of us unscrupu
lous booksellers, you won't be taken. 

I would like to thank Dr. Sullivan for his professional insights 
into the workings of a museum and the acquisition of collections. 

Chuck Hand 
Paris, IL 

+ 
To the Editor: 

First, thanks to a.11 of you for a publication that gets better 
with every issue and remains a genuine bargain. 

Steve M. Coon's letter in your Winter 2002 issue raised intel
ligent and convincing questions about a spurious "new" Lincoln 
photograph printed in Lloyd Ostendorf's reissue of Llncoln jn 
Photographs. The image purports to depict Lincoln with a group 
of recumbent soldiers in the Fifth New York Cavalry Regiment. 

continued, next page 
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I agree that the photograph is not 
Lincoln, but neither is it "new." Stefan 
Lorant debunked it in his classic 1952 vol
ume, Lincoln: A Picture Story of His Ufe, p. 
308. That Mr. Ostendorf chose to reinstate 
the image is, sadly, a comparatively trivial 
example of the bizarre underworld of 
embarassing delusion and wishful thinking 
to which one of the greatest Lincoln collec
tors sank in his finaJ years. 

However, while I agree with Mr. Coon's 
letter as a whole, I want to take issue with 
one point. "In the presence of the President 
of the United States," Mr. Coons writes, 
"would soldiers truly be lounging around? 
(Several soldiers are shown lying quite 
casually in the background)." The posture 
of the soldiers, as it happens, also bothered 
Stefan Lorant. who wrote, "It is doubtful 
that the young soldiers would have been 
allowed to pose in such informal attitudes 
with their Commander-in-Chief ... " (Despite 
the similarity of these two passage, rest 
assured that I am not writing to stir up 
another hlstoricaJ plagiarism scandalO 

Rather, I simply wanted to point out 
something that has bothered me about this 
criticism ever since I first read Stefan 
Lorant's Iteration. One need only look care
fully at Alexander Gardner's photographs 
of Lincoln at Antietam on 3 October 1862. 
The two famous plates of Lincoln standjng 
between Allan Pinkerton and Maj. Gen. 
John A. McClernand include, very distinct
ly, at least one uniformed soldier lounging 
on the ground behind them, in addition to 
the photographer's assistant on the ground 
in the image where Lincoln is shown in 
near-profile. 

Still, Mr. Coon's other criticisms stand, 
and do a much better job than Stefan 
Lorant did in discrediting this photograph. 
Moreover, his letter is a welcome reminder 
for all of us to guard against the collector's 
worst malady: wishful thinking. 

Regards, 

Scott A. Sandage 
Associate Professor Department of History 
Carnegie Mellon University 
Pittsburgh, PA 

REFLECTIONS ON MARY TODD LINCOLN AND 

GROWING UP IN WASHINGTON 

I Nancy Grove 

have always had a fascination with the Lincolns, especially Mary Todd Lincoln. 
Most of the books written about her are of a derogatory nature. I found her to 
be the most interesting, lively, and well educated woman of her time. Later, she 

became a tragic shadow of her former self. 
Mary Todd and Abraham Lincoln both lost their mothers at about the same 

young age. Mr. Lincoln's life went on in impoverished circumstances, but with a lov
ing new step-mother. Mary Todd's life went on within the trappings of privilege, an 
excellent boarding school education, and a not-too-good relationship with a new 
step-mother. She was also an avid listener of politics at the feet of her lather and his 
good friend, Henry Clay. 

She suffered terrible headaches from an early age on into adulthood. As was the 
custom in those days, she dosed herseU with laudanum and/or paregoric. Taking 
these substances over a lifetime had to have harmed her both physically and men
tally, especially as she was a high-strung woman. She was obviously addicted and 
since these substances have mercury and lead parts in them, they had to contribute 
greatly to her later dementia much as Alzheimer's does to people today. 

Her early days as a young mother couldn't have been easy with an absentee 
husband riding the circuit, practicing law for many months of the year. In those 
days, women worked very hard physically doing all the chores in their home with
out the modern conveniences that we have today. She had occasional help, but 
most of the work was still on the shoulders of the mistress of the house. Making 
clothes, mending clothing, cooking, baking, making soap, cleaning, washing and 
ironing clothes, and gardening are but a few examples. She handled it very well 
except in the presence of thunder-storms which she was frightened of, and the 
times she took her medicine. Many times she look too large a dose and came close 
to death. Her doctor, her husband, and her sister Elizabeth repeatedly tried to get her 
to stop taking these popular medications, but to no avail. It was taking over her life. 

She had the tragedy of losing her second child, Edward, while still residing in 
Springfield. She and Mr. Lincoln were loving and indulgent parents, more so because 
of losing their mothers at such an early age. The move to Washington with a civil 
war looming had to have added stress to her life. While in the White House she 
became an excellent hostess. She had been brought up and schooled in all the 
social graces. The elite In D.C. considered her a boring western frontierswoman and 
treated her with disdain. She was beneath them in the Washington social pecking 
order. This was another contribution to her mental state. The country was in chaos 
and she was trying to bring some normalcy into the White House. She was an indul
gent, lenient parent and a kind and generous person. She would visit the wounded 
soldiers in hospitals, bringing baskets of (lowers and fruit and she would read to 
them or write letters for them. 

Mary was astute poUticaily and helped her husband with advice that he often 
found helpful. She had more formal education than any of the men in his Cabinet. 
She lost another child, Willie, during her second year in the White House-an event 
which crushed them both. Then she lost her husband to an assassin. 

During her widow years, her behavior became more aberrant. She lost her 
teenage son, Tad, to illness, and she had a falling-out with her oldest son, Robert. 
She spent nine months in an Illinois asylum. She always worried about her welfare 
and what she perceived as lack of funds. She eventually made up with Robert. This 
stress and her many increasing physical afflictions hastened her to her death at the 
fairly young age of 64. 
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There are some Interesting similarities between Mary Lincoln and Jacqueline Kennedy's lile: 

• Both were well educated and spoke ftuent French 

• Both women loved the latest fashlorui In clothing and jewelry 

• Each of their husbands was 888888lnated 

• Each woman died at age 64 

I was brought up in Washington, D.C. and spent my weekends going alone or with friends on a 
bus and then a streetcar to visit all the museums Washington had to offer. It was a safe city for chil
dren to travel alone in those days. A favorite must-see place was the Medical Museum. It was a place 
where, in the olden days, physicians came to study and see war wounds of every kind and how they 
were treated. Many body parts were preserved in formaldehyde (and still are) for all to see, espe
cially nosey, curious children like myself. There were also many pictures of horribly wounded men. 
AND, one exhibit in a glass case especially interested me. It contained relics from Lincoln's assassi
nation. The.re was the derringer and bullet, pieces of Lincoln's bone, a surgeon's blood-stained cuffs. 
a probe used inside Lincoln's wound, etc. That was the most fascinating exhibit in the museum! Also a 
must-see was General Dan Sickle's leg bone. He was shot in the leg at Gettysburg and his lower leg was amputated. He would regular
ly visit the museum to see his leg part and bring friends along to see It. I took my grandchildren to see it, too. For some time, the 
Medical Museum disappeared. It reappeared years later in a new museum behind Walter Reed Hospital and is just as I remembered it 
as a child. My parents always started me off on my journey downtown with "Now, you're not going to the Medical Museum, are you?" 
That's the first place I headed for. I guess they didn't want a child of tender age to see all the pickled body parts and gore. 

The second best place to go was Ford's Theatre. It was an abandoned ramshackle mess full of boards, barrels, old chairs and junk 
that kids could wander in and out of. A great place for an adventure! No one was ever around to watch my friends and I running through 
the place. We would always look with awe at the hole Booth drilled in the door. I wanted so badly to take the door of1 the hinges and 
with the help of my co-conspirators, carry it home. Of course, this would have meant carrying it oo the streetcar and then on the bus 
and then explaining it to my parents. But, this plan stayed in my head and heart for many years. 

1 could go on .... Nancy Grove, Mary Lincoln's friend. ~ 

• :an 
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IfyouareSelling ... We buy autographs, documents, manuscripts, family correspondence, 
signed books, signed photos, relics associated with famous people, 
stamp collections, coin collecdons, etc. We have paid out over $20 mlllloo 
lo the last five years alone for material of this nature. Whether your 
masterpiece is a single Item or an entire collection, valued at $1,000 or $1 
million - we are eager to purchase and can pay you within 24 hoW'S. can 
for a free brochure or fax what you haft for sale. 

If you are Buying ... University produces the most frequent and exciting lists lo the trade. C.all 
today for a free list. We handle most every category and our enormous 
volume allows you to purchase at the most competitive prices. 

~l,ct&lnrts 

• 
Visit our Web Site m UniversityArcbives.com 

Call Toll Free: 800-237-5692 or 20:H54-01 Ji • Fa,-< 203 154-.3111 
Write us nt: 49 Richmondville Avenue• Westport, CT 06880 

E-Mail: John@Univt:r:.iryArchives.com 

0 ,lll'lllfx•r, A.BA.A • Lt-ICC• Mu.1111,scrlpt S0cll1)' • /ADA s 
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C hristie's sold "Part One" of the Malcolm Forbes Collection of American Historical Documents 
this last March. Over the years, Mr. Forbes was an aggressive buyer of the finest in significant 
American manuscript and autograph material. Price was no object. Both his good taste and 
financial wherewithal were evident in the selections offered - and the prices realized! (Many 

records were broken.) The two hundred lots sold for slightly over $20 million, averaging $100,000 per 
lot - not too shabby! (Prices quoted herein do not include the 17.5% buyer's premium on the first 
$80,000 of a lot with 10% then charged above that amount.) We usually think of early preparations for 
upcoming presidential campaigns as a modern phenomenon. Not at all! In a 2 1/2 page letter written 
on July 6, 1859 to Congressman Schuyler Coifax of Indiana, an Edward Bates supporter for the 1860 
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Republican nomination, Lincoln discusses the upcoming campaign. " ... Besides a strong desire to make your personal acquaintance, I was anxious 
to speak with you on politics ... My main object in such conversation would be to hedge against divisions in the Republican ranks generally, and 
particularly for the contest of 1860 ... The point of danger is the temptation In different localities to 'platform' for something which will be popu
lar just then, but which. nevertheless, will be a firebrand elsewhere, and especially in a National convention. As instance, the movement against 
foreigners in Massachusetts; in New Hampshire, to make obedience to the Fugitive slave law. punishable as a crime; in Ohio, to repeal the 
fugitive Slave Law; and squatter sovereignty in Kansas ... I write this for your eye only; hoping however that if you see danger as I think I 
do, you will do what you can to avert it..." Colfax replied to Lincoln on July 14th, agreeing about the difficulties in uniting the anti-slavery 
voters under one banner, adding "that he who could accomplish it, Is worthier than Napoleon ... " ($450,000.) A famous Lincoln letter writ
ten on October 17, 1861, was forwarded to Major Ramsey at the Washington Arsenal, seeking employment for two sons of Mrs. Betty 
Buckley, a widow with six children. Lincoln had already responded favorably to Mrs. Buckley's appeal to find work for her brother. 
Encouraged by the President's Initial response, Mrs. Buckley personally visited Lincoln at the White House. Lincoln then wrote "The lady 
- bearer of this - says she has two sons who want to work. Set them at it, if possible. Wanting to work is so rare a merit, that it should 
be encouraged." ($600,000.) An oval albumen of Lincoln and Tad taken at Mathew Brady's Washington, DC studio on February 9, 1864 (0-
#93) was special in that Lincoln had personally inscribed it "A. Lincoln & Son." Forbes purchased it in 1985 at the Sotheby's Philip D. Sang 
Sale for $95,000. This time around, it brought $320,000. Another famous Lincoln letter, written to Lt. General Grant on Jan. 19, 1865, asked 
Lincoln's chief general to find a place for Robert Todd Lincoln on his stat!. ''Please read and answer this letter as though I was not President, but 
only a friend. My son, now in his twenty second year, having graduated at Harvard, wishes to see something of the war before it ends. I do not 
wish to put him In the ranks, nor yet to give him a commission, to which those who have already served long, are better entitled, and better qualified 
to hold. Could he, without embauassment to you, or detriment to the service, go into your Military family with some nominal rank. I, and not the public, 
furnishing his necessary means?' Grant was more than pleased to oblige his "friend." Perhaps FDR wasn't familiar with this letter -- his son Elliot entered 
the service as a captain in WW 11. ($600,000.) The hobby of collecting autographs in souvenir albums was prevalent in the 19th-century. Lincoln's Secretary 
of the Interior, John P. Usher, was no different than many devotees of this avocation -- the only difference being he was better positioned 
to obtain choice examples than the average citizen! Page five of his autograph album contains the signature of Andrew Johnson and, above 
it, an Autographed Quotation Signed "Abraham Lincoln" from his Second Inaugural Address! "Both parties deprecated war; but one of 
them would make war. rather than let the nation survive, and the other would accept war rather than let it perish. And the war came." 
($400,000.) A ''R. E. Lee, Gen" LS dated April 9, 1865 (marked "Duplicate"), addressed to General Grant. offered"/ ask a suspension of 
hostilities pending the discussion of the terms of surrender of this army in the interview which I requested in my former communication 
of today." This historic request preceded the Surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox Court House, effectively ending 
the Civil War. An Endorsement by Union General Ord reads 'The within read - acted on - my troops and Gen\ Sheridans being South & 
West of Appomattox covering exits that way - and men at rest - firing stopped." ($650,000.) After this monumental event, Lincoln was 
called upon to deliver some appropriate remarks from the White House to a celebratory crowd. This address was delivered on the evening 
of April 11, 1865. Lincoln's manuscript of this speech, 12pps., "boldly penned in dark ink on the rectos only" with paginations, four word 
changes in the text, and two penciled word insertions by the President, was described as "the last manuscript of a complete Lincoln speech 
still In private hands." Lincoln discussed the reconstruction of the State of Louisiana and the possibility of Negro suffrage in that state, 
extended to Union veterans and the better-educated. John Wilkes Booth was in attendance, along with Davey Herold and Lewis Paine. 
Booth reacted angrily to Lincoln's comments and determined on the spot to assassinate, rather than kidnap, the President. "That means 
nigger citizenship. Now, by God, I'll put him through. That is the last speech he will ever make." Noah Brooks described what transpired 
behind-the-scenes. "While the crowd was assembling in front of the house and before the President went up-stairs to the window from 
which he was to speak, I was with him, and noticed that he carried a roll of manuscript in his hand. From a point of concealment behind 
the window drapery I held a light while he read, dropping the pages of his written speech one by one upon the floor as he finished them. 
Little Tad scrambled around on the floor, Importuning his father to give him 'another,' as he collected the sheets of paper fluttering from 
the President's hand." With the buyer's premium, a world record for an American manuscript: $3.1 million. 

----------------------- 24 -----------------------



----------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER-----------------

/.,.~..e.-..t 

,i:._.,....,,._ 

ML,_/-,w,J. 

rG .;,t!.(,,__ 

... __,_,..,c;,, 

~, ... ~~ 
·- .G-.,_ -·~ 
,.,..,7'u;.,k,. 
.- 4..,/t.,,r

= -.a::r:.. 
~~r
r•---~ 
.c:>~r
r-•-'i<-...L 
;-_,.,~~ 
,,.._es;--, 
'-71/-,,,= 
• t.t:"-1-

-=-·--

S wann Galleries of NY recently celebrated their sixtieth year in the business. 
Although in the shadow of the major NY auction 
houses, they have established a niche for 
posters, autographs, Black Americana, books, 

and photography. Attending their sales is a cozy, nostalgic 
experience. Their February Photographs Sale offered a full 
plate ambrotype of a personage we recognized as someone 
famous, but couldn't name without some help. The cataloger 
provided that in identifying the sitter as noted Maine aboli
tionist Owen Lovejoy (1811-64). Lovejoy joined the 
Republican Party at its Inception in 1854. He was an early 
champion of Lincoln, urging him to consolidate the "rag-tag 
and bob-tail gang" into a party organization. He was elected ------
to Congress In 1856, and was honored by his colleagues for his lifetime dedication to 
social justice when he was designated to propose the bill by which slavery was abolished 
forever. After his death, Lincoln wrote: "To the day of his death, it would scarcely wrong 
any other to say he was my most generous friend." Considering that Lincoln gave the 
"razz" to Edward Everett upon his death, that was high praise, indeed! ($4,150.) 

D avid Hillier's Antique Associates at West Townsend , MA, is an antique cooperative that 
has rapidly honed a reputation for offering fine Americana ... in categories ranging from 
decorative furnishings and silver to exceptional folk art and militaria. Among their cur

rent offerings is this 11 x 14" oil on canvas equestrian portrait of George McClellan with Civil War 
encampment in the background. It Is signed by "F. Conklin" and appears to be period. ($3,800.) 
Also, a canvas banner stenciled with black paint and enhanced by a red border against a pale gray 
ground. "Bee One Smarty-Vote Nov 6 1860· Make Money Abraham Lincoln for President and 

Alexander Gardner tor Vice President of the United States for America. Greatness and 
Sunshine tor the Voter on Nov 6 1860 Free Molasses Cookies. Worthy of the finest 
collection, this important item was discovered in New England as the lining of a framed 
pen and ink art work which is included with the banner. It has been suggested that 
Gardner was the famous photographer, Alexander ... however, very unlikely whereas 
Gardner and Lincoln had no contact prior to February 1861. Name is probably a coin
cidence; banner most likely hung in a tradesman's shop as a gimmick during the elec
tion, and that the tradesman's name was Gardner. The mention of molasses cookies sug
gests the possibilitY of a bakery. (Generally in excellent condition; measures 12 X 26 inch
es. Guaranteed to be correct and of the aforementioned period.)" $9,500. If you are ever in 
the Northern Massachusetts area, on the New Hampshire border, we recommend a visit! 

C hapel Hill Rare Books fixed-price list: a "War Department" print· 
ing of "General Order No. 1" cataloged as the Fifth separate 
printed edition of the final Emancipation Proclamation, $850; a 

Deluxe Edition of Sandburg's Abraham Lincoln The war Years is $1,750; 
an 1882 manuscript by Wesley Merritt, a veteran of Gettysburg and Cold 
Harbor, entitled Abraham Lincoln, is a moving memorial: "In the face of 
opposition and struggle we shrink from responsibilities and content our
selves with contracting the sphere of intended reforms to our Immediate 
surroundings. As his career differed from that of the other heroes of his
tory, in that he lived and strove for reforms that would benefit mankind, 
though his own life should be the price, in so far is Abraham Lincoln the 
greatest of reformers-the noblest of Patriots--the ablest of men." $750. 

B ruce Gimelson of Garrison, NY offered through his regular adver
tisement in the Maine Antiques Digest a very rare terra-cotta sculp· 
lure of John Brown and a kneeling slave by French sculptor Jean

Marie-Phileus Lassaux. Measuring 16" in height, it likely commemorates the failed uprising at 
Harper's Ferry. It sold immediately tor $8,000 to a noted collector of historical glass and china. 

0 ffered by Tradewind Auctions 
of Manchester-by-the-Sea, 

MA, was this carved ivory 
--~- cane of President Lincoln. 

The elephant ivory handle 
is 2 1/2' high and 1 1/4' at 
its widest. It depicts the 
bust of a younger Abe 
complete with high-button 
collar and bow tie. There is 
a worn 3/8' brass collar on 
a smooth partridgewood 

shaft with an 1 1/4' horn ferrule. The 
overall length is 33 1/2' and the gen
eral condition Is very good. It brought 
a more-than-reasonable $335 against 
an estimate of $700-$900. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. S elling for $530 on e-Bay was this 1887 
cast iron bank in the design of a safe. Just 
6" tall with a silver finish, it has a slit at 

back for deposits, a combination lock, and is 

-'.•i 

T he Old Print Shop of NYC offered a large selec
tion of Currier & Ives political cartoons in their 
last "Portfolio" catalog. They ranged in price 

from $400 to $750. We'll let the cartoons "speak" for 
themselves I 

marked "American Trust and Safe Deposit." 

T wo recent e-Bay offerings: selling for an 
astonishing $1,150 was a rather nonde
script, framed invitation to a REPUBLI

CAN SOIREE - November 21, 1860. Measuring 
just 6 x 4' with a handsome, embossed border 
design with flowers at each of the corners, it 

was issued by 'The Commitee of Arrangements" 
(sic), and lists the following towns: Marble 
Rock, Rockford, Floyd

1 
Rock Grove, ~ ,i,rn•• ,.-i 

Mason City, Bradford, and on the right ' ""'' 
side all are from St. Charles City. Also 
doing well on the internet, reaching . -
S1 ,580 after 27 bids, was a rare volume 
cataloged under "Hawaiiana." Ke Keiki 
Paionia: or Pioneer Boy mo Peresidena No 
Amerika Huipuia: I Unuhiia A al Kakauia by Samuel C. 
Andrews. (Lahainaluna. Published Nu Yoka: Paiia. E. 
William B. Bodge, 1869.) Hardbound, 306 pages, the 
frontis has a portrait of Lincoln (Aberahama Linekona). 
This title, originally published in 1863 as The Pioneer 
.BID' by William Makepeace Thayer, was translated into 
Hawaiian by Samuel C. Andrews. A great, rare find! 

S ome nice cartes have recently traded hands via 
e-Bay. Among the better specimens: Lincoln by 
Gardner, $2,700; a rare example of #0-21, a 

photograph from May 1860 (no imprint or photogra-
pher's credit), $1,700; a handsome study of Sec. of 
War Simon Cameron, $180; an excellent studio portrait 
by Mathew Brady of Boston Corbett, $890; a Brady L---

photo of Sec. of the Treasury William Pitt Fessenden who served in the 
Cabinet for just eight months, $200; a rare carte presumably by F.W. 
Ingmire of Springfield (no imprint present) that combines several ele
ments usually found in separate photographs - a group of mourners 
posed in front of the Springfield home together with Lincoln's horse 'Old 

Robin' (otherwise known as 'Old Bob') attended by Rev. Brown and 
_._ __ _,__7 Rev. Trevan, $2,050; a carte of the Lincoln 

family dog, •'Fido" (not pictured here) with 
lngmlre's copyright, $1,670; and an unusu
al Jeff Davis carte with a mounted albumen 

L,...:;:ii..:;:;.:c.-~ portrait and great slogan, $570. 

S tephan Loewenthiel and Tom Edsel! of "The 19th Century Shop" in Baltimore, have issued a superlative catalog of rare books and manuscripts "of 
all ages." Two items related to our last issue's cover story caught our eye. A Theodore Roosevelt TLS as President. addressed to GAR National 
Commander Wilmon Blackmer, declines an invitation to attend a reunion, but refers to the Cfvil War and its participants. " ... every American to-day is 

under a peculiar debt of personal obligation to you and your comrades, who in their youth and early manhood, in the supreme hour of the Nation's need, ral
lied to the call of Abraham Lincoln ... " ($9.000.) A typescript series of Lincoln quotations related to capital and labor, is boldly signed by Theodore Roosevelt 
and has one correction In Roosevlet's hand. In the first remark, Lincoln is quoted, "Labor is the superior of capital and deserves much the higher considera
tion" to which TR replies "If that remark could be credited to me, think how much more I should be denounced as a communist agitator than I am now. I quote 
that to the capitalist." On capital. Lincoln said "Capital has its rights, which are as worthy of protection as any other rights. Nor should this lead to a war upon 
the owners of property. Property Is the fruit of labor ... property Is desirable Is a positive good in the world." The third quotation, which TR calls "a thoroughly 
Lincoln-like sentiment" says "Let not him who is houseless pull down the house of another, but let him work diligently and build one for himself, thus by exam
ple assuring that his own shall be safe from violence when built." Almost sounds like a Republican speech of current times! $12,000. 
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R M. Smythe's May sale included : a signed Mathew Brady CDV of William Henry Seward for $600 (we sometimes won
der why anyone with a schnozz as big as Seward's would choose to be photographed in profile); a post-war ALS of 
Robert Todd Lincoln bemoans the misidentification of a photo of his younger brother Tad while, at the same time, dis

playing a bit of his father's humor " ... the picture representing my father visiting General Grant on Apl. 2, 65 at Petersburg, accom
panied by my brother Thomas ('Tad'), then twelve years old ... now names me instead of my brother. I was at the time an officer 
in uniform, as a junior member of General Grant's staff. It is a little matter of pride to me that after years of conflict, General Lee 
gave it up not long after I took the field & my first claim to fame is destroyed by my being represented as a boy in a jacket." $950; ~ ~- ,. 
an 1862 ALS by Secretary of the Interior Caleb Smith, marked "Confidential", reflects a defeatist mentality and desperation which - --
was best kept private "The prospect is gloomy and foreboding, you will see from the published accounts that McClellan has been 
driven back about thirty miles. I say this to you in confidence. New York must come to the 
rescue. Unless the recent call for troops be promptly responded to our cause must become 
desperate ... I feel the effect abroad of our recent disasters. But whatever comes or whoev
er opposes we must fight this war through to a successful result... Don't use my name in 
any connection. It will not do to excite alarm by impressing the country with a sense of our 
dangers." $1,100 ; an ALS of Mary Walker, the first woman Army physician, Congressional 
Medal of Honor winner, and the sole woman officially invited to observe the hanging of the 
Lincoln conspirators, did not sell. In June, the firm hosted another of their vintage photog
raphy sales in Strasburg, PA in conjunction with the "Photographica & Autographs 
Collectors Show." Several dealers set up at this show, with the auction taking place in the 
evening of fhe first day. A 5 3/4 x 8" albumen or salt print of John C. Breckinridge, possibly 
copied from a daguerreotype taken while "JC" was Vice-President. sold for $375. We have 
often seen references to Fort Abraham Lincoln, but have never seen pictures of it. [Established as Fort McKeen on June 14, 1872, it was renamed Fort 
Abraham Lincoln on November 19, 1872. Not to be confused with "Camp Abraham Lincoln" from the Civil War years.] A 7 x 1 O" photograph of the snow
covered fort, done by noted Western photographer D. F. Barry, had this inscription on the verso "Fort A. Lincoln. North Oak. where Genl Custer and his 
Expedition Started from May 1876, and never Returned." The fort was subsequently abandoned and stripped of all usable building materials. It is now 
being restored and has emerged as a major tourist attraction. No sale (obviously, the consignor decided to "Hold the fort!"). Finally, a photograph of Lincoln 
associate and biographer, Isaac Newton Arnold, posed in front of Leonard Volk's 1860 nude plaster bust of Lincoln was 
offered. Catalogued as the illustration used in Corbutt's Leading Men of Chicago, the image, coincidentally taken by 
Corbutt. changed hands for $285. (Prices do not include the 15% buyer's premium.) 

C an't offer any Insight on the above save that it is 
a scrimshaw walrus tusk and it sold on e-Bay 
for $2,325 this past March. 

C urtis Lindner's History Guild internet site is offering three nice paperbacks. A George 
McClellan Beadle's Dime Biography, published in 1863 in pictorial wraps, can be had 
for $595. A Grant campaign songster, this example from the 1868 campaign, with 72 
pages, is $395. From the following campaign, this Grant and Wilson 1872 campaign 

songster by the Union Republican Congressional Committee, with 96 pages, Is $575. Also 
being offered Is this Mathew Brady carte-de-visite of Frederick Seward, son of Lincoln's 
Secretary of State William Seward. Frederick was the Assistant Secretary of State under his 
father. On the night Lincoln was assassinated, Frederick was at his father's home helping him 
recover from a recent carriage accident. When Lewis Paine barged into the home in an 
attempt to assassinate the Secretary of State, Frederick and others were able to defend his 
bed-ridden father, but not before Frederick had his skull fractured by a blow from Paine's pis· 
tol during the fight! 
First reports of the 
tragedy In newspapers 
the next day printed, 
incorrectly, that both 
William and Frederick 
Seward had been killed. 
The CDV is $595. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 
cott Winslow of Bedford, NH sells autographs and ephemera on eBay, d !,I-,,-.-<_ 
through fixed-price lists, and via mail auc-..------- c:: J, .. I 
tions. His March auction consisted of 432 lots ,. j 
including: an Endorsement Signed by John l f 1 -1/i, ... ll :• ~- . ' 1 A}/. 1 ·• :, 

Ford (owner of Ford's Theatre) on the verso of a ; , f """"' :\:,1!~'.!1!:!1 1111111• __,_,, 
Baltimore Rrst Branch City Council letter authoriz-~. i0 

:~- .. '""""·a ✓ a .... --:5 1
--

ing the payment of $250 to Ford for "sub commit- \J-~;;,,:;,;··•..P--. -~ ~-~ 
tee in North Western District" ($800); a check writ- -~--------.--
ten by U.S. Grant as President, made out to his wife $.A:'~ :/.'.t:......../-.. 
for S500, and endorsed by her on verso (guess Julia Dent was just following in 
the Mary Todd tradition!) failed to sell; a Lincoln Free Frank address leaf removed 
from a letter, signed "A. Lincoln, M.C.", written during the President's brief 
tenure as a Congressman made $4,200. The letter, not in Lincoln's hand, seems ( 
to be the sentimental ramblings of a man approaching the end of his days, while 
the words "Refined Liquorice" appear on the backside. In the June auction, 
Scott offered an unusually nice selection of ballots that included seven different 

U

, 

V . 
Lincolns, five McClellans, and a Jefferson Davis! Most of the Union ballots orig- i 
inated in Miami County, Ohio. Two examples qualified as curiosities, inasmuch .-,s; 

jJ, -, .• ~ 

as they were not preprinted, but accomplished in manuscript form. In other ---'· . ...,•·-<.'""'--••---l 

words, someone at the time just took slips of paper and wrote out by h.and the 
names of the candidates and lists of presidential electors. It appears these were considered legitimate, bona 
fide ballots and actually cast. (These failed to meet the reserve and were passed.) In addition, an 1865 
Lincoln-Johnson inauguration ball invitation (uninscribed, as usual) went for $1,200 while an 8 x 1 O" hand· 
bill circular from the Governor of New Hampshire declaring April 17, 1865 as a statewide day of mourning, 
traded hands at one bump above the estimate at $425. 

T he Abraham Lincoln Book Shop, as to be expected, has a wide selection of 
Uncolniana and Civil War material In their new fixed-price catalog: a copy of Finis 
Bates' 1907 expose in illustrated wraps, Escape and Suicide of John Wilkes Booth ... 
Containing a Complete Confession by Booth Many Years After the Crime ... Written 

;t~ ,:e ~-------

c ohasco of Yonkers, NY auctioned an 
envelope addressed in the hand of 
Lincoln, inscribed "Hon. Sec. of Navy. 

Present. From the President." While not signed 
by the President, ii was entirely written In his 
hand. It sold for $990 plus a buyer's of 12.5%. 

B utterfields' March Books & 
Manuscripts sale included a 
handsome marble bust of 
Lincoln by Pietro Barzanti of 

Florence, Italy. Estimated at $4,000-
6,000, the lot failed to sell. 

for the Correction of History. is S575; an 1864 edition of Old Abe"s Jokes, Fresh from 
Abraham's Bosom ... with illustrated colored front wrapper is $875; an 1866 ALS of WIiiiam 
Herndon discussing his view on Lincoln's belief fn a religion (" ... At one time in his life, to 
say the least, he was an elevated Pantheist doubting the Immortality of the soul as the 
Christian world understood that term. He believed that the soul lost its identity and was 
immortal as a force ... I love Mr. Lincoln dearly -- almost worship him, but that can't blind 
me. He's the purest politkian I ever saw, and the justest man. I am scribbling - that's the 
word - away on a 1/fe of Mr. Lincoln ... ") is priced at $3,950; an 1860 Lincoln 
ALS Illustrating his personal involvement in the management of his campaign .-----===i .......... ,:.;; 

S elllng on eBay, this "Gone With 
the Wind Lamp" with a satin 
glass Abe Lincoln and George 

Washington parlor globe on the origi
nal, matching base. This has not been 
electrified, original wick present, stand
ing 24" tall. The top globe is 10 inches 

for president (" This introduces our friend Hon. S. A. Hurlbut, one of our best 
11//nois Republican speakers. It happens opportunely that he can be with you 
in Lafayette, on the 5th Inst.") is $22,500; Millard Fillmore's personal copy of 
a George Francis Train 1864 campaign diatribe, George Francis Trairr's Great 
Speech on the Withdrawal of McClellan arrd the lmpeachmerrt of Lincoln, is 
$475. Train's comments include "Mephistopheles ... is no match for Abraham. 
Abe the First would change the By-Laws and Constitution of Pandemonium as 
a military necessity."; a black-bordered printed invitation to Lincoln's funeral 
in Springfield, signed in type by William Herndon, Jesse K. Dubois, and fifteen 
others, probably sent to an inner-circle of close Lincoln associates, is $2,750; 
an Autographed Endorsement Signed by Edwin Stanton. July 14. 1862, rec
ommends some harsh retaliatory measures for Richmond authorities who 
have imprisoned local residents with Union sympathies ("Referred to Major General Pope with the rec
ommendation that he take as hostages disloyal persons of the same vicinity and hold them until the 
return of the within named persons to their homes.") is S1,350; finally, an original retouched albumen 
print of Hesler's "tousled hair'' portrait of 1857, part of Hesler's original inventory acquired by George 
Ayres, is $6,750. Presumably. the original negative was destroyed in the Chicago Fire of 1871. 
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in diameter. Final price: 
$1.152 with 24 bids 
executed. 



R obert Siegel Auctions' May sale in NYC included "a Major collection of Confederate States" philatelic items. A Robert E. 
Lee franked cover was described "as one of the finest known examples of General Lee's signature in combination with 
a Confederate General Issue." Although many of Lee's wartime letters were delivered by courier, letters sent outside 

Richmond were sometimes mailed at the local post office with postage prepaid. This 
~,-g_,.-..,-,------L-l)~-~ cover was postmarked two weeks before the Battle of Gettysburg and----=:::==:::::;;;:::;: 

·~ I I WI. addressed to a recipient at Amelia Court House, VA-ironically, the site of J,~ , j'; I 
~ .., Lee's encirclement by Union forces that led to his surrender at Appomattox. 

/;, I '/l1a.'/•-' /J /J~: .. ,,,f✓-(._ 
,f!.,t,.',<L 

'" , .. _._~ ,;:_.,,_ ~--

Estimated at $15,000-20,000, it posted a healthy $17,000. An eleven-star 
CSA-flag patriotic cover inscribed "Fast Colors ... warranted not to run" (a 
slogan with a contemporary ring to ill), with an Atlanta "provisional post-

, • I·;.._, mark" from September 18, 1861, flaged-down a buyer for $3,500. A 
l"r====;;==========:-' Confederate Civil War letter written on patriotic stationery had its matching ';::::::::::;:=::::::;====:;::::::==:: 

cover--a rare occurrence. Written from "Camp Continental, Pensacola, Sept. 'Jiu 
6th 1861 ". the soldier describes a scarcity of meat and a mysterious fire that ~., 1 

destroyed the dock. Rare on two accounts, as most of Florida fell under ~ t i 7 Federal control early In the War, it realized $3,750. An "immaculate" example •;: ✓ 11 ~ 
of the rare "River Scene Patriotic" was noteworthy because of the verse that 
accompanied the bucolic image. Death to each marauding band, Who would 

~ defile this glorious land--The white and black man's Dixie! For e'en our !=::::=====:;::;::;======; 
slaves would take a hand, To drive the foe from Dixie/ (Say what??!!) $7,500. ~ :t1· @) 
Among the free franks were two examples by Lincoln while a member of '<9... 
Congress. One, addressed in another hand to Virginia Governor David 
Campbell, was docketed June 30, 1853, indicating it was retained and not . -~~ ,,,,_,., fo ,.,-

sent through the mails until four years after Lincoln's term expired. ~ 7?:-;J:"~~ _ ~ 
Estimated at $3,000-4,000. it realized $3,750. Nine different varieties of ~======="'=...._;.c.:;;,f':_;;_;r•=-=>·~ 
Sanitary Fair postage were offered. A 10-cent stamp in green from the Young r 
Ladies' Bazaar of Brooklyn sold for $400. An envelope with a 20-cent stamp ; ~ ~ 
from the Great Central Fair of Philadelphia was not only postmarked the last :~ ·= - -- _ 

r·-·=--~- ...... day of the Fair (with a Fair cancellation), but had a presentation inscription .• ------~ Jit JI. 
on the front from the Post Mistress of the Fair, Mrs. E. D. Gillespie, a grand- ( ;::.,::_ • ._ ... '-/,~ii 

:=.==========::::=. daughter of Benjamin Franklin. It managed $650. A franked "field cover" by • ~ (!.;// 
.../~ -. Robert E. Lee, addressed in his hand to Genl Stuart ("Jeb" Stuart) sold for • r"f't, r{ 

•

li;i C,.,-_{;£i.n:_ . $6,000. A Confederate patriotic cover that displayed a sense of humor'--------..;..;~ __ _, 
~ depicted a turtle carrying a seven-star CSA flag, emblazoned with the words "In Haste." Even back then, postal cus

tomers realized the futility of marking their letters "Urgent". The postal employees worked on their schedule, not 
,,J'1. .;,, ./tf,,.,/f'.4-?,$.,, yours. $350. Finally, a Confederate cover depicting two dragoons above a verse, demonstrates quite succinctly that 

cr'u, /4., ,_ the War was not being fought for States Rights. "May those Northern fanatics, who abuse their Southern neighbors, 
:=:::====::;:::;::::::=

4=•='--===-. Approach near enough to feel the point of our sabers; May they come near enough to hear the click of a trigger, 
And learn that a white man is better than a nigger." Not just postal history, but American history! $750. 

H erbert Waide Hemphill, Jr. was, for many 
years, the director and guiding light of 
the Museum of American Folk Art in 

NYC. Items from his estate have been sold for the 
last few years in various venues, proceeds going 
to museums and endowments. Mr. Hemphill was known as a devotee of "outsider 
art" and contemporary folk artists. His personal collection, however, Included a few 
"traditional" pieces. Last May, Slotkin Folk Art Auctions sold 800 lots from the 
Hemphill Collection in historic Buford, GA, just outside Atlanta. Proceeds Imm this 
sale are earmarked for the Smithsonian. Among an eclectic mix of funky material 
was this 22 x 28" calligraphy of Lincoln and the Emancipation Proclamation, exe
cuted in 1876 by Cleveland Senator William Zmunt, selling for $1,200. 

A merican Social History and 
Social Movements, Tucker, 
GA. had one item of partic
ular Interest in their last 

sale: a group lot with a newspaper 
obituary and cabinet card of 
Howard B. Harmon of Chillicothe, 
OH. According to the obit, Harmon 
"had memories of sitting upon the .:.:=1:..;.;;.;;.;;~ :'J-.::_~ 

.. ,-.~,b-..if 
knee of President Abraham Lincoln and hearing his -'=:t¼:11 1 

funny stories when his father, 0th/as Harmon, took 
him and his brother Roland, now dead, on a visit to the White 
House in 1863. The father was a friend of Lincoln in his riverboat 
days. Harmon was the grandson of a Revolutionary War soldier 
who settled in the Ch/1/icothe region on a Virginia land grant. He 
operated Harmon Tannery for years and later was owner of a large 
grocery." We suspect Mr. Harmon would trot out the Lincoln yarn 
at every opportunity! Apparently just a little too esoteric as the 
piece failed to get the minimum bid of $75. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 

G 
ary Hendershott of Little Rock Issues fixed-price catalogs 
that usually focus on Confederate Americana. His latest 
list included the "First National" Confederate flag with thir
teen stars, made by Memphis sail maker James A. 

Cameron for a Nashville regiment, and imprinted with his monogram. It measures 60 x 84" and is ______ .,. .. 
priced at $45,000. Also for sale, a pair of signed CDVs of Jefferson and Varina Davis at $9,500. 
Although signed Jefferson Davis cartes show up occasionally, this is the first Varina we have seen. It is interesting to com
pare the signatures side-by-side and notice the similarities (Varina Davis handled much of her husband's post-war corre
spondence and made an effort to simulate his handwriting). And, an imperial-size photograph of Robert E. Lee with an 1866 
Alexander Gardner imprint is $4,500. 

We have reported on the marketing of Lincoln's bed, Lincoln's hearse, etc .. etc. This one really ·cuts us up!~ A vendor in Indianapolis acting as 
"agent for the seller," recently offered "Abraham Lincoln's boyhood reap hooK' on eBay with an opening bid of S2,500. The farm tool, appear
ing like a sickle to us, was 29" In length with a wooden handle. There was written prove
nance with the piece dating from 1932, which asserted that Abraham Lincoln used it 

pertorming his farm chores while on Knob Creek in Kentucky. If this is true, then Abe would have 
yielded this sizable and potentially lethal tool at the tender age of seven or younger, inasmuch as 
his family moved to Indiana in 1816. According to the "provenance", the reap hook originated with 
Thomas Lincoln who gave it to his neighbor Thomas Gallaher who gave it to his son Austin, a boy- ... ;,,,;,,,;,,,.,..,,iiii,._..., ...... llilliiaillliliilaliiiliiiiliililllll 
hood friend of Abraham Lincoln. Austin married Polly Price. and sold It prior to the Civil War to Polly's brother, Charles. From Charles, the item went to his 
son, John 0. Price, the gentleman who swore to the notarized statement of provenance in 1932. The question arises as to why Thomas Lincoln would sell 
or give away a farm tool that he used on a regular basis and would no doubt need in Indiana. In any event, there were no bidders. A post-sale inquiry to 
the seller elicited this response "This item has been valued at $50,000 and the seller will not consider any offers less than S40,000." We have to wonder 
who the appraiser was (perhaps a relative?) and on what basis the amount was arrived at. If no one was willing to offer an opening bid of $2,500, how I 
long must the seller wait before someone is willing to hand over S40,000? "As ye sow. so shall ye reap I" 

D avid Lesser's catalogs of "Rare Americana" imprints are not only educational, but usually contain some enticing ephemera. Among his most recent 
offerings is a copy of the Salient Points of the campaign. No. 1. A Tract Issued by the Ill. Republican Stats Central Committee. !Springfield? 1860), 
16pps., Including anti-Douglas & Johnson articles. Lincoln and Hamlin's letters of acceptance, the three major platforms, and former Lincoln rival 

Edward Bates' endorsement of the Lincoln-Hamlin ticket (" ... the national government has sovereign power over the Territories. and that it would be impolitic 
and unwise to use that power for the propagation of negro slavery. [Lincoln is] a sound. safe. national man. He could not be sectional if he tried."). It is $500. 
Ths Second Annual Rsport of ths Board of Directors of the Northwestern Freedman's Aid Commission: Presented at ... Chicago, Ill .. On Thursday Evening, 
April 13th, 1865. !Chicago, 1865] 24pps in original printed yellow wrappers is $250. Lincoln was assassinated the day after this meeting. Rev. Shipherd, the 
Corresponding Secretary of the Commission. associated with the famous Oberlin fugitive slave rescue. reported upon the development of educational Insti
tutions among the freed slaves. "The question is often asked. 'Does the mulatto show more character. mental ability. etc. than the black?' Not at all, other 
things being equal. Some of the most intelligent among those who have come under my observation were full-blooded neg roes." An 1833 pamphlet chron
icling a Philadelphia convention of free African-Americans is Sl .000. Entitled Minutes and Proceedings of the Third Annual Convention for the Improvement 
of ths Free People of Colour in These United States. Held by Adjournments in the City of Philadelphia ... , it is significant. not only for its early date. but because 
the delegates vigorously opposed forced colonization, a plan embraced by Henry Clay and Lincoln. Colonization "would be suicidal to the vital interests of 
the coloured people of the free states" and would exile them "without better prospects of improvement before us than has yet come to our knowledge." A 
24-page pamphlet, printed in Charleston In 1860. is attributed to Soutfl Carolina Senator James H. Hammond. and reflects the chasm separating North from 
South, placing the blame on the Black Republicans. "It is a great mistake to assign the election of Lincoln as the CAUSE for a disruption of the Federal 
Government. It is but the occasion: Apparently Issued by the "1860 Association". their constitution, printed on the last page, states Its purpose as "pro
moting resistance, by the slaveholding states. to the aggressions of the non-slaveholding states."(S450.) Another 24-page pamphlet reprints an address by 
Robert H. Smith, an Alabama ex-Whig who argued against secession. but eventually served in the Provisional Confederate Congress. Published in Mobile in 
1861, An Address to the Citizens of Alabama. On ths Constitution and Laws of the Confederate States of Amerir.a ... At Tsmperancs Hall, On ths 30th of March, 
1861. Published by Request of the Citizens of Mobile. ts $850. In his July catalog, David offers: The Duty of Americans. Speeches of Gsn. G. A. Scroggs 
(Presidsnt of the American S'4te Council). Dr. S. 8. Hunt, and E. Carlton Sprague. Esq .. At the American Meeting Held at Aurora. Erie Co .. N. Y.. Aug. 4. 1860. 
And of Hon. Geo. R. Babcock. On Taking the Chair at the Lincoln Mass Meeting, Held at Buffalo, Aug. 4, 1860 ... , a sixteen-page pamphlet published by the 
Buffalo Patriot and Journal. reflecting support for Lincoln by the remnants of the Know-Nothing or American Party, printed in their former standard-bearer's 
(Millard FIiimore) hometown. (S175.) The Great Question For ths People! Essays On the Elective Franchise; or. Who Has the Right to Vote? By [John 
Hancock] ... Counssl/or At l.iJw, 40pps. in original printed wrappers, published in Philadelphia in 1865 urging Negro suffrage in the South. "Whatever else is 
doubtful. this is clear - our Rebel leaders must never return to power .. ." ($250.) Speech of Hon. A. 8. Norton, In Vindication of History and the Constitution 
and the Union, In the Texas Legis/aturs. January 24th. 1860, a 16-page pamphlet published by the Southern lntelli{Jencer Power Press Print in Austin, criti
cizes "obnoxious and detestable" secessionists and urges support for Sam Houston. ·we are with Gen. Houston, for the Constitution and the Union." ($375.) 
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E arly American Hoto~ A"rions of La Jolla, CA, had lwo sales sloc, om •st ,e,ort, one ;, Ap,11 '"' aaollie, '" """'· I, 
A letter written August 13, 1865 by Union General James William Denver, discusses sympathetically the case of Capt ',. S 
Henry Wirz, commandant at Andersonville Prison: " ... On Tuesday next the case of Capt. Wirz is to come up before a . 
military commission. It is attracting a great deaf of attention and the Germans have got very much enlisted in it. Quite A 

a number who were prisoners have come forward and say they will testify to his good conduct and kind treatment .--------------. 
as far as he had power. and if they prove what they say they will be ought to be acquitted, but I am of opinion that 
the intention is to hang him and that no stone will be left unturned to affect it .. " What? Another government con
spiracy? Too late for a new trial as Wlrz was hanged on November 10, 1865. ($805.) A very unusual Civil War 
patriotic cover touts itself to collectors and investors of the time: "A collection of Union envelopes in a few years 
from now will form a most valuable and pleasing curiosity, and will be sold at double the original cost." What the 
publisher failed to mention is that, when you run off thousands of these things, and many people save them, the 
appreciation process takes mores than a "few years!" (The lot passed against an estimate of $5-800.) A very 
unusual deathbed scene of Lincoln, published by Buford's of Boston, Incorporating the famous "rubber" or 
expanding room. made $350. A Civil War certificate for a substitute soldier, September 9, 1864, was notable 
because the substitute was a "Colored" gentleman who enlisted in the U.S. Navy. Could someone tell us how this _____ _ 
system worked? We assume the man exempted paid $300 directly to the substitute, but what if there was a boun-
ty offered for enlistment (as it appears to have been the case here)? Who got that? It would seem that one could collect the boun
ty, use that money to pay off the substitute, and pocket the drfference! Sounds like a win-win situation I (The lot passed, estimated 
at $1,000-1,500.) In EAH's June catalog: a George Washington Civil War "dog-tag" inscribed with the name of an African-American 

woman who had gained her freedom as a result of the emancipation of slaves in the District of 
Columbia on April 16, 1862 ("Mis. Ann. Moare. The Bill For Emancipated April 16, 1862 Washington D.C.") failed to sell 
against an $8,000-10,000 estimate. A Spanish Civil War stretcher, circa 1937, used as a prop in an Ernest Hemingway 
play, The Fifth Column, that ran on Broadway in 1940, was offered. II depicted the Statue of Liberty and George 
Washington, and contained both patriotic slogans and text related to the George Washington and Abraham Lincoln 
Brigades that fought against Franco. It was one of 150 field medic battlefield stretchers that were donated to the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade by the manuiacturer. This particular example had a presentation inscription from James Miller, 
a UPI correspondent and friend of Hemingway's, and Capt. Paul Bastado, an aide-de-camp to 

__., FDR whose family lived In Madrid. 
- I ($3,450). A complete two-volume set of 

Evert Duyckinck's National Portrait Gallery 
of Eminent Americans ... From Original Full 
Length Paintings by Alonzo Chappell with 
engravings of 119 famous Americans was 
offered. Issued in 1862 In blind-stamped, 
dark brown morocco with gilt-lettered and 
stamped spines, this handsome set real
ized $2,600. (Duyckinck also issued a three / 

, ~ ,.. J volume set of the history of the Civil War, 
..<- ,•/H war for the Union. in 1865.) A pardon I 

, •• ,; ~~- • { signed by Lincoln and Frederick Seward, as Acting Secretary of 
-- , ,- .,. "' State, authorizing for medical reasons the release of a 

man convicting of "destroying letters stolen from the 
mails'' made $12,650. A Legal Document from the 1850s, signed "Logan & Lincoln" and accomplished entirely In the hand 
of Lincoln, went for S6,900. A 15 x 21" black and white engraving of Andrew Johnson, published by William Sartain of 
Philadelphia in 1865, was likely issued shortly after Lincoln's assassination, and before Johnson fell from grace. It sold for 
$400. A large (76mm.) Lincoln Peace Medal in bronze, struck at the United States Mint. using original dies, in choice proof
like uncirculated condition. traded hands for $1,000. (Prices quoted include buyer's premium.) 

C urrently offered through their on-line catalog, part of a comprehensive website, University Archives has a missive headlined as "LINCOLN'S SECRE
TARY WRITES TO ALEXANDER HAMILTON Ill SHORTLY AFTER THE DEATH OF WILLIE LINCOLN: 'THE PRESIDENT STILL SEEMS VERY MUCH CAST 
DOWN BY HIS LOSS." From Washington, it is an autograph letter signed by Lincoln's secretary, "W[illiam] 0. Stoddard' written on March 7, 1862. 

Stoddard wrote to Alexander Hamilton Ill, a descendant of the first Treasury Secretary: 'I am surprised and sorry that Gen. McClellan has taken no action in 
the case, but can at this moment see no way of employing my limited powers In your service. If I can aid you in any way please command me ... WIII try and 
present to Mrs. Lincoln, at an early day, the kind and consoling messages of Mrs. Maj. Gen. Halleck, and Mrs. Gen. Schuyler Hamilton, as well as your own. 
The President still seems very much cast down by his loss.' The loss Stoddard refers to Is the death of Lincoln's twelve-year-old son. Willie. on February 20. 
Willie died of what was called the 'bilious fever' (most likely either typhoid or acute malarial infection). The 'case· Stoddard refers to is unknown. McClellan 
probably ignored it, however, because he was busy drafting his 'Urbana Plan" to attack Richmond. ($550) 
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M astro~2I The second "Mastronet" ~,. 14"' ,c, .... "'-<' 

Americana catalog presenting a wide --= ... _·......,___ 

T his one we'll let speak for itself. Listed on eBay as follows: assortment of collectibles - including a .._. 
JOHN WILKES BOOTH Schoolmaster Desk This extremely heavy, selection of historical memorabilia - was mailed to ~ 
wooden Schoolmaster's Desk Belonged to the Booth Family 20,000 potential buyers at the end of April. The entire • 
(John Wilkes, Edwin and Junius Booth)of Tudor Hall, Bel Air, catalog was also posted on their web site. The eclectic 

Maryland, USA. Estimate of Weight: 100-150 lbs 31' long x 25 1/2' wide assortment of collectibles prompts us to paraphrase 
x 35• tall in back; 31 1/2' in front. The desk's age was verified by an the New York Times ... "All the items that are fit to sell!" 
antique dealer. The lineage to Ella Mahoney Is well documented. The Desk A Lincoln signed commission for a "Commissary of 
came to the present owner through family lineage. Great Aunt Ella Kyle Subsistence" with its original mailing tube was served 
Mahoney purchased Tudor Hall from the Booth Family in 1878. In 1916, up for $5,900. A cased ninth-plate tintype of Stephen 
she created the 'Booth Museum' in the front room of Tudor Hall. There are Douglas realized $1,265. A U.S. Grant "rolled knapsack" 
newspaper articles about how she searched out Booth Family Heirlooms. badge, attributed to the presidential campaign of 1868 
She purchased back pieces of furniture and memorabilia and opened the (we have seen a matching piece for John Logan which 
room to the public in 1928. Included in the sate of this desk are: A Letter leads us to believe these clever lapel devices might be 
on Tudor Hall stationary (1931) describing Tudor Hall as being on the GAR. Reunion pieces)made muster for $525. A pretty 1 

Garden Club's Historical Tour A Painted tintype of Ella as a young woman Grant Staffordshire spill-vase with raised bust 
The desk is plain, but per antique dealer's instructions, the desk has not against a star-spangled blue background was an l"lnPl'J .. J"I 
been refinished. When my mother gave it to me, her instructions were as affordable $225. A circa 1890 reproduction of the 
follows: 'This belonged to John Wilkes Booth, and came to us through Great John Wilkes Booth Reward Broadside (which the 
Aunt Ella. Do NOT refinish it, but leave as it is, as I have· It is very simple, cataloger graciously acknowledged the assis-

and it's primitive practical design indicates lance of Rail Splitter staff in 
that ,t may have been brought to America vetting) posted a respectable 
when Junius Booth came here from England. $2,800. Oh, we almost forgot Ir! friil r.;;:J 
He settled on the Tudor Hall Land in a rustic to mention, ANOTHER George Clark 1[1 I.I 191 
cabin, and moved into Tudor Hall when it was Lincoln ambrotype badge in excellent .-;-_,._,,..,.-_ 
finished In 1858. Several Newspaper Articles condition was featured. We assume it ...-mum REWARD! 
on the history of the Booth Family, the desk, sold to one of the underbidders on JI[ 11fflj(I 
and the cabin are also available. Three bids the Al Anderson example. An impres- •·i;;=.."'#=.,._ 
reached $600; the reserve was not met. sive $25,300. (Prices do not include buyer's premium.) '2e REWARD 

~======================================-,--r ___ __,_~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::-=-.-;B-~ 

M & S Rare Books of Providence, RI issues fixed-price 
catalogs of early American imprints. A small folio 
black and white lithogrpah of John Brown. Leader of 

the Harper's Ferry Insurrection, published in Hartford by Kellogg, 
is $950. A 30-page, pro-Southern pamphlet publlshed in 
Charleston in 1860, The Interest in Slavery of the Southern Non
Slaveholder. The Right of Peaceful Secession. Slavery in the Bible, 
ls $750. Another apologia for slavery, Cannibals All! Or, Staves 
Without Masters, published in Richmond, VA in 1857, is $575. 
Written by George Fitzhugh, ii "influenced profoundly Southern 
belief in Negro inferiority." In contrast and representing the oppos
ing viewpoint, a broadside on silk, Declaration of the Anti-Slavery 
Convention. Assembled in Philadelphia, December 4, 1833, is 
available for $4,500. This souvenir of the first anti-slavery conven
tion In the U.S. containing a declaration primarly written by William 
Lloyd Garrison, is nonetheless considered by many to be John 
Greenleaf Whittier item. Not only is Whittier's name printed in type 
on the broadside, but he later wrote "I set a higher value on my 
name appended to the Anti-Slavery Declaration of 1833, than on 
the title-page of any book." Finally, a contemporary satiric play 
based on Preston Brooks' vicious attack on the personage of 
Charles Sumner on the floor of the U.S. Senate, is priced at only 
$150. Published in Boston in 1856, 31 pps. in original printed 
wraps, it is entitled Poltroonius; a Tragic Farce, In One Act. By an 
Admirer of Chivalry. We have to wonder if anyone invested money 
in staging this play, particularly In Boston. 

M atthew Bennett, Inc. hosted their regular philatelic 
auction last month. Among the offerings: a postal
ty-used 5th Round Lincoln-Davis boxing cover, 
printed In black on orange, sold for $725. A CW 

cover, posted in 1866, had philatelic value based on the use of 
a diagonally cut "Blackjack" 20-cent stamp. We found 

Wfzt~ 
~ 

the cover interesting, though, because of the design. A 1a··" .,..<t-~-Y 
banner inscribed Independence 1776 Great Britain ~ ~ • ;,,. "".·'P',;Jftf 
1812 Mexico 1846 Secession 1861 Peace adjoins a f · :f:~~'F,' t,,.,~,:. 
globe featuring North and South America with the ~ • ~ ,1;'' ~ 
motto One Hemisphere One Country. Toward the end ' .!,.. ... -

of the Civil War, there was talk of annexation of Mexico ..--.,,--~--,-,..,,....---.. 
through a military conquest. We have even seen a stock eat 
certificate headed "United States of Mexico." This 
memento of manifest destiny run amuck sold for 
$3,250. A Confederate patriotic cover had an appropri
ate verse Stand firmly by your cannon/ Let your balls "---------~~ 
and grapeshot fly; Trust In GOD and DAVIS, But 'keep ,,.,..,,.......,.....,~---!!'I 
your powder dry.• (Let "your balls fly?") Printed in red f 
on yellow, this Civil War piece achieved $1,800. 
Another Confederate patriotic cover, printed in 
Pensacola, FL had an "exceptionally rare design" of a 
"13-star Saltire flag." Postmarked from Montgomery, ........ ""'-i,...... 

AL on May 15, 1862, it sold for $2,600. Most of the flag 
designs on CSA covers feature the First National pattern. 
(Prices do not include 10% buyer's premium.) 
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W es Cowan's latest outing included several Lincoln-related items. An Interesting carte represented as an unpublished pho
tograph of young Tad Lincoln with imprint by H. Manger's Gallery, Phlladelphla, was offered. It showed a well-dressed 
gentleman with a boy believed to be Tad Lincoln on his knee. An old penciled notation on verso reads: "Oct 16th, 1863. 
Mrs. Pomeroy Gave Me Mr. Sweeney and Teddy (sic) Lincoln." The auctioneer proffered a disclaimer on the piece: "This 

image could be the sleeper of the auction; please note, while we cannot guarantee this to be Tad, we do believe there is a strong like
lihood. Bid with your eyes and mind open!" Now, we know that Mrs. Pomeroy was the housekeeper at the Lincoln White House and 
Mr. Sweeney (Swainey) the doorkeeper. And we know of correspondence from the White House to the Philadelphia family. When we 
examined the piece, our untrained eyes didn't see this being the young Tad. But... there are others who clearly knew better-the under
bidder on this item, a veteran historian and dealer, assured us with certainty that "the lad was Tad." Against an estimate of $1,000-
$1,500, it sold for $3,520. A Lincoln-Hamlin campaign flag, 11 x 8" with 33 stars in the field of blue and attached to a 23-inch wood-
en slick also came up. Despite a couple of small holes. with an estimate of S5-7,000, it sold for S8,250 to a Connecticut collector. A small, 3.5 x 4.25', 

paper parade flag in red, white and black also hit the block. A promotional item distributed by Wanamaker & Brown, 
Phila., this piece of ephemera brought 5275. A John WIikes Booth tintype In a 
CDV mat brought a healthy 51,320. A gorgeous, 1872 campaign ribbon pro
claiming support for John Frederick Hartranft of Pennsylvania ... as a "Lincoln 
coat-tall" was also featured. Hartranft, 1830-89, distinguished himself all 
through the Civil War in numerous major campaigns. Promoted Brigadier
General of Volunteers for gallantry at Spotsylvania Court House in 1864 and 
in 1865, he was brevetted Major-General of Volunteers for ·conspicuous gal
lantry" In driving back the enemy at Fort Stedman. He was twice elected 

Governor of Pennsylvania; 1872 and 1876. This multicolored campaign ribbon articulates 
the fact that anyone with a war record campaigned on Lincoln's coat-tails ... long after his 
death! Price realized: S880. A pair of large salt-prints, 10 x 14" mounted on larger boards, 
depict the members of the Sanitary Fair Commission. (Major General Orlando Wool is 
seated in the center of one of the groups.) With rich contrast, they brought S550. 

Finally, a Colt "Root Revolver" with a single-piece ivory grip, one side depicting a fine 
relief-carved portrait of Abraham Lincoln, the other with a relief
carved percussion pistol, shot out the door. The description 
notes: "Grips with great, polished patina. About 30% original blu
ing, particularly present at rear of frame. This revolver almost 

certainly saw service in the Civil War, and judging from the image of Lincoln, 
was probably carried by someone on the Union side! Appears to be a cartridge in one of I 

the chambers - lead visible at front." ($3,740.) 

S elling for S535 on eBay: an 8-page, 
anti-Lincoln pamphlet by L. 
Seaman, published by Waller & 
Willetts, of NYC, "What 

Miscegenation lsr This inflammatory writ
ing was dedicated to the abolitionist 
Reverend Henry Ward Beecher. It bears a 
handwritten and signed notation dated 
1922, from Eugene Field II, indicating this 
item had been in the library of his father, 
Eugene Field, the famous author and poet. 
But as already noted in past issues of this 
journal, Eugene Field, Junior, fraudulently 
claimed every book and pamphlet he could 

source came from his 
father's library and 

I , offered testimony to 
~. : that effect. Regardless 
&a of ownership attribu

tion, this is a great 
1 example of a 'Willie I Horton" piece from 

the mid-19th century. 

S teven Raab Autographs of 
Ardmore, PA, offers a "taking 
the oath" Lincoln document 

Usually not an occasion for the rais
ing of eyebrows, it had some distin
guishing characteristics. The text and 
date, April 11, 1865, are in the hand 
of John Hay. Obviously, it was written 
just four days before the assassina
tion. Above the text is the autograph 
of Andrew Johnson Speculation has 
it that this note was still on Lincoln's 
desk at the lime of his death, and that 
President Johnson felt it inappropri
ate to forward, considering the cir
cumstances, and added his endorse
ment to make it official. ($19,900.) 
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S otheby's On-line, items offered via the internet, featured a lot 
designated as "Property of a Descendant of Samuel R. Lowry" 
ALS ("A. Lincoln,. Springfield, 17 August 1850, to Samuel R. 

Lowry, fielding questions pertaining to a Peoria land dispute: 

• Your letter was received a day or two ago, and I now proceed to 
answer it... Your first question Is What is lacking to perfect a title on 
the part of the defendants? ... The defendants, so far as I know, do not 
claim to have any title, except a tax-title; and this the court has decid
ed to be insufficient; and I know nothing the defendants can do to per
fect this title. I do not know what you mean by 'the conveyance sent 
by mail. • The deed purporting to be made some years ago, at St. 
Louis, by Page (the Patentee) to Ryan, we had at the trial, and still 
have. That deed. in the hands of these defendants, was sought to be 
used as evidence of what the lawyers call an outstanding title ... that 
is, a title owned by neither plaintiff nor defendants. The trouble with 
this deed was. that the plaintiff proved It to be a forgery; and I see no 
way In which the defendants can ever succeed unless they somehow 
prove that this deed Is not a forgery. This is the whole story. The case 
can not be gained by much talking. A new trial was allowed upon the 
payment of costs; and, until the costs are paid, the defendants are 
liable to be put out of possession at any moment the plaintiff may see 
flt to order out a writ; which, however. he has not yet done. The 
amount of the cost is $25-82 cents, as the clerk informs me: 

Nothing further has been discovered about this case. ($22,705.) 



---------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

B efore getting into the gist of our next report, we'd like to announce that Historical Collectible Auctions has made the BIG MOVE from Burlington to 
Graham, North Carolina. Having never visited the Tar Heel State, we cannot comment on the significance of this strategic repositioning. We hope 
that, like Lincoln's exodus from New Salem to Springfield, it portends well for the success of the Raynor enterprise! HCA has implemented a new 
concept as part of their auction schedule •· the "Limited Edition· auction. These catalogs are smaller in size, and are interspersed with regular sales. 

Although they contain an assortment of specialties, the bulk of items offered relate to the Civil War and Slavery •• mostly manuscript and autograph mate
rial. A Texas Oath of Allegiance from 1861 reveals some problems that faced the rebel states. " ... / will bear true allegiance to the state of Texas and the 
Confederated {sic] States ... serve them honestly and faithfully against all enemies and oppressors ... obey the orders of the governor of Texas or the ' 
President of the CSA as the case may be ... " (Confederated States??) Estimated at $1,000-1,500, this uninscribed form realized $1,265. A Confederate polit
ical broadside for a Kentucky Congressman running for re-election In 1864 was significant in that Kentucky was in Union hands and that the election sched
uled for February 10th would be decided by absentee ballots from displaced citizens and soldiers. " ... the ca/amities through which the country has passed 
have stimulated the servants of the people to greater dlligence in their duties ... although gloomy apprehensions have temporarily seized a portion of our 
people, patriotic devotion to freedom {will be restored] ... Now overrun, down-trodden, desecrated ... but yet, dear old Kentucky. .. severe has been the pun
ishment of her folly. .. " Appropriately entitled "To the Citizens and Soldiers of Kentuc/<Y', this rare Confederate imprint sold for $1,200. A Letter Signed by 
Winfield Scott Hancock, addressed to Major General H. L. Abbott, reads: "It will give me great pleasure to have you occupy the position of Aide on the 
occasion of the ceremonies connected with the funeral obsequies of General Grant, in New York City, on the 8th of August, 1885." Apparently, Hancock 
was In charge of Grant's funeral which was organized along military lines and protocols. This letter on Headquarters Division of the Atlantic, Governor's 
Island stationery, brought in $2,000. A Currier & Ives political cartoon from 1860, The Rail Candidate, showing Lincoln being supported by Greeley and a 
slave, was offered in a nice criss-cross frame. Most of the Currier & Ives cartoons favored Lincoln, but there were a few titles that did not, this being one. 
It had a vertical crease and some staining, but still managed $450. A cover signed by noted Massachusetts Senator Charles Sumner has an imprint relat
ed to a Congressional Investigation we never heard of. Public Document. Report of Committee on the Conduct of the War. REBEL ATROCITIES AT MAN· 
ASSAS. SENATE U.S. $350. A great assassination letter from Fort Wayne describes both the taking of Richmond and Booth's crime. " ... flags were enclosed 
in mourning many ways some at half mast ... otherwise some tied up in crepe. The proper way is to make a stripe of Black 
all around the outer edge (of 3 sides) of the U.S. Flag and let it float to the breeze for the period of 30 days for a President 
& Vice President ... Hanging, Burning or shooting is no punishment for the crime of assassination of that man had I my 
way the assassin should be torn to pieces a little bit at a time if it took ten years to complete the work he should be 
stretched and torn until every joint would be unjointed then piece after piece should be torn from his flesh ... We got the 

news that they had serious news from Chicago there was about 10 Rebels & Democrats killed there 

; , .......... 

7 

last night. I do not vouch tor the truth ... " $650. A lady's patriotic palmetto frond fan, supposedly issued shortly after secession, with 
a South Carolina metallic gold-star rosette attached sold for $1,900. A cartoon CDV of Lincoln and McClellan playing poker, with 
Little Mac holding "The Winning Hand", a variant of one showing the two play-
ing chess, had someone ante-ing up $600. A silk sash, 5 x 83", and a 15" wood-
en baton, used in Lincoln's Philadelphia funeral by Captain Joseph T. Ford, a 
Quartermaster of Pennsylvania Volunteers. made $2,200. Even if you don't col- .e\ 

lect memorial items, these two objects are both graphic and impressive.The 
Raynors' regular April sale had close to one thousand items to choose from, includ- •• 

ing an undated lithograph by A. Hoen of Baltimore, 19 x 24", commemorating the pas-
sage of the 13th Amendment abolishing slavery. Chart of American Freedom-Death Knell of 

Slavery had facsimile signatures of Lincoln and members of Congress who voted for the proposal I ◄ 
beneath portraits of Lincoln, Hamlin, and Colfax With faults, it realized a cheap $175. A related lithograph k.t~•;-..... · .. 
celebrated the law that granted the right to vote to African-Americans. The Fifteenth Amendment and Its 
Results. Respectfully Dedicated to the Colored Citizens of the U.S. .. 1870 by Schneider and Fuch ... Eutaw Street, Baltimore. The 21 x 27" print shows 
Lincoln, Grant, Colfax, John Brown, Frederick Douglass, Black educators and artisans, as well as the celebratory parade in Baltimore. $1,800. A rare medi
um folio litho, Capture of Harold and the Shooting of Booth in the Barn at Garath's [sic] Farm by a detachment of the 16th New York Cavalry under the 
Order of Colonel Baker, sold for $400. A unique archive of nine Items dealt with the transfer of three boxes of personal papers belonging to President 
Lincoln. At the time of Lincoln's assassination, the Inspector General arranged to have Lincoln's papers sent to the executor of the estate, David Davis, in 
Bloomington, IL. He detailed Lt. Gilbert N. Carpenter for the assignment. The War Department transferred the boxes to the Adams Express Company and 
Carpenter, together with an escort of four men, accompanied the precious cargo to Illinois. Included in the lot were the original orders, a letter from freight 
agent C. C. Dunn discussing details of the Itinerary (" ... The known patriotism of all Expressmen Is invoked to see that this service is properly and deco-

rously performed."), a receipt for the boxes from the National Bank of Bloomington, Carpenter's letter to the Inspector General 

~ 
,--------,=------ confirming completion of the assignment, and various documents related to Carpenter. 

Estimated at $5· 

~ ~ ~~~~~t~~~ 7,500, this fascinat-
ing collection failed 
to meet reserve. 
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----------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

More In the Market! 

ids reached $300 without the reserve being met on 
this one eBay item. It was listed as follows: "This 
Is a one of a kind lot. My Family was a best friend 
of Gutzon & Mary Borglum. As a gift to the family 

he gave us a replica of the Abraham Lincoln Head (resin 
cast) In a wooden 3D box. lmbeded In the back of the 
Head is a piece of Mt Rushmore. Also in this lot is a mag
azine published by the Mount Rushmore national 
Memorial Commission august. 1941. The First Edition Of 
the Book Give The Man Room written by Robert J. Casey 
and Mary Borglum (Gutzon's wife) printed in 1952 and 
signed by Mary Borglum 'To Elizabeth and Karen in mem
ory of our two Danes' (Refering to my Grandfather and 
Gutzon who had passed on). There is a Burial Card given out at his 
Funeral, and on the back is a letter to my Grandmother signed by 
Mary, There is a 2 page letter from Mary to My Grandmother, Mrs 
Bech, dated October 2, 1945. Also a Photo Christmas card from 
the Borglum's, And last but not least a B&W 8x10 of Mt. 
Rushmore under construction and signed 'Seasons Greating from 
the Gutzon Borglum's.' This is a one of a kind lot and of great value 
to the americana or art collector." Yes ... perhaps one of a kind ... 
but DEFINITELY quite creepy! Who the heck wants this staring 
down at them? Talk about one scary looking shadowbox! 

R emember, when collecting correspondence, "content is 
king!" Selling for a more than reasonable $235 on eBay 
was a letter dated October 3, 1860 from John Gass, 

Mayor of Attica, Indiana to Charles Moon, a prominent citizen of 
Bucks County Pennsylvania. In part: 
"It has been several months since I heard from you al/most a 
year, last spring I took a trip to Canada came back by Niagara 
Falls I staid all night at the suspension bridge, I had two cousins in Canada ladies, both mar
ried and living in Port Hope. I hadn't seen them since 1828 they couldn't scarr:ely belleve that 
It was John Gass, the manners and customs in Canada are similar to Brittan. I crossed lake 
Ontario in a steamboat there was a Negro aboard from Virginia he had come through on the 
underground railroad he had been concealed in Oberlin Ohio some four weeks, was well 
dressed and quite inteligent had a pass to Toronto. You are aware that Oberlin Ohio is the great
est Abolltionest Town In the States, Just at present we have great pol/Ilea/ excitement, on the 
ninth of this month our State election comes off Republicans are in great hopes that they will 
elect their men our State heretofore has generally went fifteen thousand old liner. I believe 
every letter I have wrote to you in the last tour years I have complained of the crops, this year 
we have an abundance, wheat was good twenty five and thirty bushels was a common average 
to the acre. Corn our main dependence is good II w/11 average some fifty bushels There has 
been great excitement about hogs at four and five cents a pound gross I have two hundred that 
I am feeding, I fence off eight or ten acres at a time tum them in they waste but little It saves 
a great deal of hard work. I have Eighty five head of tour year old cattle that I expect I will have 
to stall feed this winter. Cattle at present are dull ... There is to be one thousand wide awakes 
in Attica to night I am going down this afternoon, Oouglas was in Lafayette on Monday the first 
of this month. Several of the liners from this neighbourhood went up. We are all in good health 
I brought a girl from Canada sixteen year old to live with us she proves to be good my wife 
likes her uncommon well, wages in Canada are low $10.00 a month for good hands to work 
on a farm and 75cts a week for girls ... " 
Written on illustrated letterhead Engraved & Published by Ed. Mendel 162 Lake St Chicago, it 
doesn't get more interesting than commentary on the Underground Railroad, the cost of hogs, 
a Wide Awake gathering, and how much it costs to import underaged Canadian girls! 

S ome current Items for 
sale on the History 

Guild's website: a George 
McClellan campaign club's 
October 15, 1864 announce· ·-:.. ·~~ 
ment of a meeting. On light 
blue paper, 5 X 8'. (S125.) A 
great content ALS from 
Senator Char1es Sumner regarding Grant and the 
1872 Presidential election ls also available. Sumner 
opposed G rani's reelection in 1872... more than 
reflected In this letter to C. Luheley, a Member of 
Congress: • Private Washington 24th July 72 Dear 
Sir, Your letter hardly answers my inquiry. Is the 
Country to be trusted to Grant for another 4 years? 
Will it be sate? Is he not grossly unfit? Is not his 
administration a public scandal? And is there any 
chance of improvement? One of his close support
ers also knows him well, confesses to me that we 
must expect nothing better. What then must good 
men do? Is not Greeley an angel of light be the side 
of Grant? Then as to parties and platforms. The 
later are alike. But what can we expect from Grant 
surrounded by? I take it no party has done worse 
than his followers. lastly, can we support Grant 
without supporting Grantites? And is it not impor
tant to trust the - after this indefensible conglomer
ate? I wish your answer had met these questions. 
Faithfully Yours, Charles Sumner.' ($575.) Two 
Lincoln CDVs by Mathew Brady, both photographs 

taken on January 8, 1864. are also for sale. 

f'~ 
f.._,r,._c_ 
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#0-83 for $2,495 and #0-84 for $2,295 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 
im Smith just issued his first auction catalog since relocating to 
Selbyville, Delaware from his longtime center of operations in Wells, ME. 
The thousand-lots-plus were sold via live auction In conjunction with 
real-time internet bidding courtesy icollector.com. A characteristic pose 

of McClellan by Anthony/Brady, a la Napoleon, sold for a healthy $200. A 
Letter Signed by future president Chester Alan Arthur on New York Quarter
Master General's Department letterhead, written two months after Col. 
Ellsworth's martyrdom, relates Arthur's involvement with procuring 1,100 ~~~.~~ a~au• 
pairs of shoes for the regiment prior to their journey to defend Washington, 

DC. " ... I was urged by the Col that it was absolutely necessary that shoes 
should be had ... many of them being almost barefooted... I therefore 
went personally. .. and purchased the shoes ... sent to the quarters of the 
Regiment... to put on before they marched through the streets ... " It 
doesn't appear Arthur paid for the shoes with his J.C. Penny's card. 
Rather, he issued a requisition order instead of waiting for Albany to 
release the needed supplies! (A rare example of executive talent over
coming bureaucratic Ineptitude!) Sole'd for $2,500. An 1876 ALS of 
Jefferson Davis relates an incident during the War in which he sent a let
ter to President Lincoln relative to the possible execution of Confederate 
POWs. " ... Col. Thos. H. Taylor of the 1st Ky Regt was sent with a letter 
to Presdt Uncoln, but was not allowed an interview with him. Gen/ Scott 
took the letter and after some delay, gave Col Taylor an assurance that 
the letter would be answered. That assurance was not fulfilled. The letter 
however probably prevented the execution of the captives ... " Sure, Jeff, 

In your dreams! $3,600. Anally, a previously unseen mourning CDV by Perkins & Foss of San 
Francisco realized $330. It depicts Columbia and a former slave mourning at the tomb of Lincoln 
while a slain alligator representing the rebellion, is in the foreground. In time, the alligator and 
African-American would be depicted on racist images, the subject of derision, not sympathy. 

Bids reached $340 on eBay, 
reserve not met. "This piece came 
from the estate of Maurice Leyden, 
officer in the 3rd NY Cavalry. It is a 
cast Iron wall mirror, very ornate 
with a Federal war eagle perched 
on top. a likeness of McClellan 
below that. At the bottom is a 
Federal shield with flags coming 
from the sides and half way up the ----=---- frame. It was painted entirely red 

which has turned to a wonderful dark patina. The inner 
trim ring closest to the mirror was gilled and has now turned to a beautiful gold· 
en brown patina. 20" tip to tip and 111/2' side to side. Mirror is 9 x 7"." 

The Republican /nvincibles was a political organization founded 
in 1860 to promote Lincoln's candidacy. They continued to oper

~11---~"' ate for several decades thereafter. Most Republican 
- Invincible ribbons that surface date after 1860. 
&mun These three examples from Philadelphia, one dated 
l!rlCl!S ltc:.=---4 1887, sold on eBay for $46. 

~ I - EPUBLI~NYINGIBLES 
;. :::, PHJLADELPffiA Ill! 

$135 
on 

eBay. 

W e hear that 
the purchas
er of this 
item from e-

Bay, a Massachusetts 
dealer, is crowing about 
his obtaining an 1858 
Fassett salt print tor but 
a fraction of its value. 
Such rare specimens .._......;;. _________ ~ 

have sold at the $12,000 level in the past. Problem? 
It simply ain't so, Joel First... this isn't a salt print 
but an albumen. Second, if you look about the col
lar, the tie, and other areas of detail, you will note 
this to be a heavilly retouched photograph. This is 
an albumen photograph of a retouched photograph. 
If not for Fassett's imprint on the board, it would be 
dismissed simply as just another copy-image. And at 
$2,600, we think it fully-priced. 

Bringing $1,080 on eBay, this letter from Edward P. 
Doherty, May 1868, to Rep. William Robinson, 
requesting documents regarding the officer's capture 
of Booth and Herold. "Headquarters. Sub-District of 
Georgia Office Acting Asst. Adj. General, Sir, I have 
the honor to request of you to forward me the fol
lowing public doc. Letter from the Sec of War, 
Executive doc 90, 1866, House of Representatives, 
Gens Holt [Joseph Holt} & (?) report of the capture 
of the assassins Booth & Harold, and confer a favor 
on yours. truly, Edward P. Doherty." On April 24, 
1865, the 16th NY Cavalry, a detachment of 26 men 
under the command of Lt. Edward P. Doherty, was 
sent from Washington in pursuit of John Wilkes 
Booth. On April 26th, r: 
they caught up with ~ .. ~ -=::..-:;-· 
Booth and David Herold , ""7" -
on a farm owned by ~;.:::_~z::::,,~' 

.... ~.ii• 

Richard Garrett. Doherty , , ~ ·L "•-. 
ordered the men to sur- ,. ~,-;;,.'?.'.'.. ,,....,;_";,_ - ••• 
render. Herold came out ~~::..t;;~ ".' • ., ,:; --

,. " ""1"--~ if_ _.,,..,_.,<L 

of the barn but Booth J:,...,. ,..,,., 7r~· .,,_, L. 
~~{:::/ ~ "'.~,__-... -~ 

refused. The rest, as ,-.~ - ,.,.... 
they say, is history! We ~;..~ .. ~~· 
wonder why Doherty ...... _____ .,_._~__. 
still pondered the mat-
ter ... long after reward monies were issued. 

Selling for just $36: a 22 x 8' 1960 "trigate" with 
Nixon , Lodge & Lincoln pictured on this presiden
tial campaign poster by Metropolitan Printing Co. 
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A lexander Autographs hosted two auctions since our last coverage - one In March, another in June. A Victorian 
necklace, descended in the family of Robert E. Lee, containing a lock of Lee's hair within a locket mono
grammed "REL", sold above the $3,000-5,000 estimate at $6,500. We have seen a lot of mementoes for the 
first Union casualty of the War, Col. Elmer Ellsworth, but how about the first Confederate casualty? This dubi-

ous honor goes to John Quincy Marr. a VMI graduate and CSA officer. He was killed by a bullet fired at random by Union 
-------------~ troops passing through Fairfax Courthouse on June 1, 1861. A legal document 
i.! ##'- __ signed by Marr and another gentleman from 1859, a promissory note for $3,000, 
n,, ~ ~ ~~ 2 realized $1,000 In this sale. A CDV of a Union soldier appeared, at first glance, nolh-
~~ ,. •--'> :--,d: log out Of the onJloa~. excepl that thes,bj,<t was '10!, ma, h,ta woman 1, dragl 
-- -<-L ,4,•~~- ~ Frances Clalin posed as a man to serve with the Missouri State Militia. She served in 
!:!,_ ..... ....,., 1•n•;.~~ a heavy artillery and cavalry unit for twenty-two months during the War. This oddity 

~ t't i:~ 3/,;;--~ ~ made $500. A broadside for a New Orleans slave auction, January 14, 1860, drew a lot of 
i.. i~-1'~ ~ interest and crossed the block for $5,750. Lincoln had his first exposure to slavery in the 

New Orleans slave market Anally, a rather cryptic Autographed Note Signed by Lincoln. May 8, 
1864 ... "This Is In fulfillment of a promise made before I talked with the Sec. of War yesterday. A.L." The cataloger speculated that the promise had something 
to do with Gen. Sherman's refusal to let trains be used to transport food supplies for civilians in Nashville, insisting rather on military needs. Beyond that, the 

no1e is unusual because Lincoln signed using only his lnitials-a rare occurrence. Rarity more than compensated for brevity, as this exam
ple sold for $4,025. A War-date broadside by Union General George McClellan, Sharpsburg, [Md.], Sept. 27, 1862, thanking the Governor 

of Pennsylvania for calling out the state's militia during the Confederacy's first invasion of Maryland also sold. 
r--=---=== 'I beg leave to avail myself of almost the first moment of leisure I have had since the recent battles, to tender to 

you my thanks for your wise and energetic action in calling out the militia of Pennsylvania for its defense when 
threatened by a numerous and victorious army of the enemy. 
Fortunately circumstances rendered it impossible for the 
enemy to set foot upon the soil of Pennsylvania, but the 
moral support rendered to my army by your action was none 
the less mighty. In the name of my army and for myself, I 
again tender to you our acknowledgments for your patriotic 
course; the manner in which the people of Pennsylvania 
responded to your call and hastened to the defense of their 
frontier, no doubt exercised a great influence upon the 
enemy." Written shortly after the battle of Antietam, 
McClellan expressed thanks in a way that shows why his sol

EITRACT FRO■ l SPEECH OF ..----------~ diers so much loved and admired him. ($750) And finally, another War-date broad-IL RILUI side traded hands, this an anti-Lincoln election piece from circa 1864, "Extract from a 

MIRWI LIWIJ, 
Whan • - ot Oon-

->.--,_.. .. ,........, ..... __ 
- ..... -• bo .. tho IU<IDT lo rio,, vp .... 

-.olfu .. ..wi-. .... -~--•-
.. liw. ,cdb '-' wttt,r, 11:t.il II a .... ____ ,..._..., .......... 
-~C1iatnll ...... 1•U.C-...W. 'NerMIU., 
,...._._ .. _.., •• hk!,l),,,.holo,..,.... 
ft/' ... ~ ll)'rf't'llmmt ... , ra...., .,. ........ 
tUII" 11. .Al'nT POUTIOZ\ or •11;b rt"'lf"•' 1nt 
(~\~.IIAV f'r~'Olu~.,,.,, tmbtltciro•~ ,,r., 
mri (YI 11.,.. tl"fflf.o,y•cheylnl\abil ... _~~11 ,.t 
.\l;Jrahant T.ltM•ohi. na ,1.,. rt-iool,uiuu l'Nt"lriQM th• 
~•• M~ tu tlio 1"Gri111111• nwrufo,.....,. 
Jan. n., ., 1, ApJ)fOllt.A lo ('~l)m-.111111 {Jtollt\ 

P'fl"O-iOOtJ,~ 

Speech of Abraham Lincoln, When a Member of Congress 'Any people anywhere, 
being inclined, and having power, have the RIGHT to rise up and shake off the exist
ing government and form a new one that suits them better. This is a most valuable, 
a most sacred right --a right which we hope and believe is to liberate the world. Nor 
is the right confined to cases in which the whole people of an existing government 
may choose to exercise it. ANY PORTION of such people that CAN, MAY revolution
ize and make their OWN of so much of the territory as they inhabit.' - Speech of 
Abraham Lincoln, on the resolution referring the President's Message to various com
mittees, Jan. 12, 1848. Appendix to Congressional Globe, page 94, 30th Congress.' 
An intriguing document which highlighted Lincoln's position on the Mexican people's 
right to rebel that was in turn used against him during the Civil War. ($850) 

D 
uring the Victorian era, mauchlineware became quite popular. Wood 
taken from trees growing along the River Doon in Scotland 
was used to construct boxes and sewing accessories. 
These objects were decorated with transfer images of his

toric sites, tourist attractions, and literary figures, such as Robert 
Burns and Shakespeare. Given the ovewhelming appeal of Lincoln, 
his image was also chosen. This box has a 3/4 standing figure of 
Lincoln with facsimile signature below, with a chair and column in 
the background. In this respect, ii is typical of engravings of the Civil 
War period. The portrait of Lincoln is loosely based on the Berger photo-
graph taken in February 1864, but slightly rotated. The legend on the side notes the 
wood originated from the famous Alloway Kirk. This keepsake box recently sold on eBay for $260. 

37 -----------------------



----------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER-----------------

BUYER BEWARE! 

We've previously commented on 
the pitfalls of purchasing items 
on the internet. Far too many of 
the sellers are: 1) ignorant; 2) 
dishonest; or 3) both. The 

amount of questionable material that 
appears in this venue is prodigious. No 
one is immune from getting "taken"
especially since the opportunity to exam
ine pieces ln person, prior to the sale, 
usually doesn't exist. Would-be buyers 
must rely on the scans and descriptive 
text provided by the seller, and check 
seller feedback. The purveyors of e-trash 
"score" when an unsuspecting and unso
phisticated bidder "buys la" to the sales 
pitch and purchases their item in good 
faith. The management of most internet 
auctions such as eBay does nothing to 
police the offering of reproductions (and 
even takes sanctions against whistle
blowers!). 

A case-in-point is the July sale of a 
Lincoln-Johnson jugate poster. The seller 
guaranteed the piece as "110% authen
tic." He claimed it was found in an attic 
back in 1940 by an octogenarian and has 
since resided in a collection. 
Furthermore. it was authenticated by Mr. 
James T. Fox, a "prominent" collector and 
dealer of thirty years standing. (Are we 
supposed to know who this James T. Fox 
guy is? E-mail correspondence yielded lit
tle save the assurance that he is "well 
known in the South and Southeast." The 
final price, $5,900, is $5,900 more than 
the item is worth. 

If you are offered a Lincoln-Johnson 
jugate poster, assume it is fake. If you do, 
you will be correct 99.99% of the time. 
The Lincoln-Johnson jugate poster is one 
of the most pernicious fakes in existence. 
An original (pictured here) resides in the 
collection of the New York Historical 
Society. We assume the myriad copies in 
circulation were "inspired" by that very 
specimen. The reproductions come in 
several forms and sizes, printed on paper 
and burlap. They are uniformly of poor 
quality and we suspect were produced in 
the early 1960s. 

We are aware of two original ver-

sions of the poster. The one at the New 
York Historical is quite large, some 3 x 5 
feet. Since no printing press of that era 
could produce a poster so large, it was 
pieced together from four "block printed" 
sheets. The process was similar to that 
used today with billboards. The image 
and wording were probably produced 
using woodcuts and wooden type. The 
portraits were printed in black- the bal
ance of the poster In red, blue, green, and 
gold. The colors are quite vibrant. 

lf you conclude that originals have to 
be 3 x 5 feet and very colorful and that 
anything lacking those characteristics is 
a fake, you'd be right the vast majority of 
the time. The one exception to this rule is 
the existence of a smaller version ol the 
poster, approximately 14 x 21 ". This 
reduced version is printed in full color, a 
process that was developed in the 1860s. 
This second "type" is similar in design to 
its larger cousin, except the entire poster 
is in color, including the background, 
which is green. These represent the only 
original versions ol this poster. In addi
tion to the large example at the New York 
Historical Society, another large version 
is currently held by a woman who had it 
under-appraised (in our opinion!) in a tap
ing of the Antiques Road Show. (The 
appraiser put the value last year at 

$25,000 ... try at least THREE times that 
amount!) An example of the smaller full
color version was olfered approximately 
twenty years ago at a Stamford, CT 
antique show by a Boston-area dealer in 
silver. Its current whereabouts is, lamen
tably, unknown. 

The impostor poster oflered on eBay 
is 13 x 18" and has some color highlights, 
but is not in full color. It has the added 
feature of an overprint advertising a rally 
at the Woodbridge, NJ Town Hall on 
Saturday, October 6th 1864 at 8 PM 
(October 6, 1864 was actually a 
Thursday!). This imprimatur was no 
doubt added to give the feel of authentic
ity and throw doubters off the track. (If a 
Republican rally was being held at 
Woodbridge, it would have been just as 
easy to set a few more lines of type and 
run off a broadside. So, instead of being 
reassuring, the overprint is highly suspi
cious.) Close-up scans of the woodcut 
Lincoln and Johnson portraits showed 
them to be of very poor quality; some
what muddy in appearance. We are cer
tain a hands-on examination would show 
them to be screened images, a process 
not invented until the 1890s. 

We hope this information may spare 
some of you the heartache of shelling out 
substantial sums for what is "billed" as a 
"prize possession and centerpiece of any 
Lincoln collection." 

M 
any of you may have noted that 
we withdrew lot #685 from our 
annual auction this past May. We 
believed that we accurately cata
loged the following: 

685. A personal, touching tribute. A black scarf 
with affixed mourning badge. As detailed by 
accompanying letter of provenance, this won
derful relic, a "Mourning scarf was worn by 
your Great Grandmother Virginia Paddock of 
Lebanon, N. Y. when she went to see the 
Presidents rail car with his mortal remains 
aboard while it passed through Albany on its 
way to Springfield, Illinois in the spring of 1865. 
The little paper ribbon with Lincoln's picture on 
it were being sold by young boys for two cents 
each. It was related by your Grandmother that 
many were sold to the assembled crowd as 
mementos of the tragic event." A fine piece of a 
personal nature that would display nicely in a 
shadowbox. (Est. $600-800) 

We had no reason to question the 
veracity or authenticity of the piece. 
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Who would "trick up" an inexpensive 
relic? Yes ... $500+ is a lot of money to a 
lot of people. But this one takes some 
chutzpah! 

We received a call from one of our 
members after he saw the auction cata
log. It turns out that he had just pur
chased the same one-of-a-kind relic with 
the exact same letter of provenance. 
Knowing there cannot be two of these. 
identical in every way, it became clear 
these (how many are out there, who can 
say?) were not "correct." Perhaps an 
explanation could be found if the scarf, 

worn by Great Grandma Paddock was cut 
into separate pieces for keepsakes 
among different members of the family. 
Nope ... the scarf (in both cases) was 
intact. The logical conclusion is simple -
the example that was consigned (pur
chased at a Midwest Civil War show) and 
that obtained from the internet were 
"tricked-up" by someone who found 
some old scarves and had use of an old 
typewriter. (Shades of Alger Hiss!) Please 
use a healthy amount of skepticism when 
it comes to these relics! 

As to items that are simply misrepre
sented (okay ... let's just say "mistak
enly represented"), here are a few that 
caught our eye: 

K
eeping track of all the reproduc
tions ever made is an impossible 
task. Contact breeds familiarity; in 
other words, we typically become 
aware of fakes only when we see 

them offered for sale. Accordingly, the 

best policy is to remaln skeptical and 
view everything with a wary eye. The 
Currier & Ives cartoon pictured here 
'Taking the Stump.' Or, Stephen In Search 
of His Mother was recently sold on eBay. 
The buyer did not represent it as an orig
inal, nor did she say it was fake. In fact. 
she claimed ignorance and insisted the 
sale be "as is" with no return priviJeges. 
We have learned from dealing with major 
auction houses that when a catalog 
description does not specify a date of 
manufacture, it indicates a lack of confi
dence on the part of the seller or auc-

Continued, next page. 
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Buyer Beware, cont. 
tioneer that the piece is "period." (The 
jaded among us might conclude that the 
seller knows dam well the piece is no 
good, and is just covering his "behind.") In 
the case of the Currier & Ives cartoon, two 
red flags were raised; namely, as-is sale 
and no declaration as to age. 

The conventional wisdom regarding 
Currier & Ives prints has reproductions 
being a different size than originals and 
with "screened" images. These are the 
"guide-posts" for determining authentici
ty. The print on eBay was unavailable for 
inspection, the scans looked fine, and the 
size seemed more-or-less to be correct 
(the dimensions provided by the seller 
were imprecise since the print was mat
ted and framed). We were not aware of 

answer to that query lies 
in the seller's description. 
He claimed not to know 
when the item was pro
duced (RED FLAG!!!), but 
was willling to commit to 
the "paper being old." Our 
conclusion - the design 
on the front was photo
mechanically reproduced 
(as in "copy machine") 
onto a blank piece of old 
paper. By the way, the 
borders on this piece 
were uneven and the 
printing did seem thick and 
sold for $ 150. 

coarse. It 

any reproductions of this particular car- 0 ne good thing about reproductions 
toon so made the purchase at a very is that they usually outnumber -
modest amount, commensurate with the by far - the originals. Such does 
risk. Upon removing the item from the not seem to be the case with the 
frame, it's lack of authenticity became following two items. The first, a 
apparent. Beneath the title was the cap- lincoln Campaign Songster, was 
tion "University of Kentucky. Facsimile originally published by Mason & Co. of 
Cartoon No. 1 ". The paper the cartoon is Philadelphia. Originals measure 2 3/4 x 4 
printed on is perhaps slightly thinner 1/4". Approximately 45-50 years ago, a 
r, 1 quantity of these were found-
!°"hlfflftr, of K.entuckr, • FacrimJle Cartoon No. 1 "remainders" in an old book sho))-

- and sold for $1 each. Rumors about 
than that used by Currier & Ives. The reproductions "dogged" this cache for 
images are not "screened" but produced many years. keeping prices down. Each 
by the same method used by Currier & offering was viewed suspiciously-was 
Ives; namely, offset lithography (a "line this the repro? In 
shot" in modern. printer jargon). An fact, every one we l 
appreciable difference lies in the quality saw was original, f 
of the images, which are coarser and casting doubt on 
darker than the originals. No one would the rumor. No 
be fooled if given the opportunity to view rep rod u ct ions 
this item in person, unframed. It could came to light until 
easily pass for original, though, once recently. In fact, 

l LIKCOtl'I' ,,.,1111 
matted and framed. So ... beware!! last month a major 

0 
ffered in an eBay auction recently 
was this 1864 Lincoln and Johnson 
ballot from California. For some 
reason, this specific design remains 
rather available. (We suspect a 
horde of California ballots was 

found about twenty years ago as what 
had been a prohibitive rarity now seems 
relatively common.) Examples usually 
are printed on both sides: brown printing 
on recto, and a blue and black woodcut 
of a naval battle between the Kearsarge 
and Alabama on the verso. This example 
was printed in black ... on one side only. 
Possibly a new discovery? A clue to the 

autograph firm 
included one in a 
group lot of 
Lincoln ephemera 

SOBGSTD. 

being auctioned. The fake is larger in 
size, approximately 3 1/2 x 5 1/2", and 
bound together by a staple, as against a 
thread binding. (We have also heard of an 
example where an enterprising seller 
removed the staples and sewed the book
let together with old thread.) While the 
fake may be "rarer'' than the original, it is 
still a fake and WORTHLESS! Another 
"rare" fake is the book Old Abe's Jokes, 
Fresh from Abraham's Bosom. The origi
nal was published by T. R Dawley In 1863 

and 1864, using two different cover 
designs. The example pictured here was 
actually reprinted some fifteen years 
later by Hurst & Co. of NY, perhaps for 
the Centennial as a souvenir. The paper Is 
thick, brittle, and browned from the hjgh 
acid content 
of the wood 
pulp used in 
its produc
tion. Still, the 
tell-tale sign is 
the publisher. 
In any event, 
this reprint is 
probably as 
rare or rarer 
than the origi
nals, but 
worth a mere 
fraction of an 
original. 

W
hen does an individual cross the 
line between unwary misidentifi
cation and intentional fraud? 
Perhaps the followtng will serve 
to answer-offered on eBay. The 
listing told quite a story: 

"Possible tintype of Ma,y Todd Lincoln 
taken after 1872. This tintype was found by 
my wife, who has a knack for rummaging 
through boxes, In the back room of a small 
antique shop in fndiana. With it was found 
a CDV of Abraham Lincoln and a CDV of a 
Confederate soldier (both are pictured but 
not for sale at this time). My wife ask me if 
the pictures were of interest and I looked 
and right away knew that the tintype of the 
woman with dark dress and jewelry 
looked all to familiar, Mary Todd Lincoln
wife of Abraham Lincoln? We bought the 
three pictures and hurried home. After 
looking in several books on Mary Todd 
Lincoln, I went to the public library and 
checked out the 'Photographs of Mary 
Todd Lincoln' by Lloyd Ostendorf. There 
are about 27 photos of Mrs. Lincoln and 
descriptions of each the last being taken in 
1872. Mrs. Lincoln lived another 10 years 
after this photo and it is presumed that 
other photos were taken. On page 14 of the 
photo book is stated that 'The pieces of 
costume jewehy she is wearing were evi
dently favorites, since she twice posed 
wearing the same ornaments, hair jewelry, 
earrings, and pin. • The tintype which I pre
sent to you seems to have the same ear-
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rings which Mrs. Lincoln is 
wearing in the CDV which 
I have included with the 
other CD Vs found with the 
tintype. The hair style, the 
facial features, the physi
cal stature and even the 
hands seem /he same. 
This tintype seems to be of 
an older woman than pic

tured in the views in Oslendorf's book. f do 
not have the expertise lo validate the tin
type, hopefully one of you will. Please view 
the pictures presented in this auction and 
bid accordingly on /his potentiality rare tin
type of Mary Todd Lincoln." 

So, just where did the seller go 
amiss? (Beyond atrocious spelling and 
grammar"?) There obviously can be an 
"honest" diUerence of opinion as to iden
tification. Who can fault the seller for his 
bias in the matter? The line was crossed 
when the seller decided to "salt the 
mine." In this case, he concocted a story 
about finding undeniably original CDVs 
of Lincoln and a Confederate soldier. To 
support his claim, he "lifted" scans of 
these images from the web site of a 
prominent dealer of vintage photography 

(and fellow Rail Splitten). The dealer 
uncovered the scam when he saw his 
uniquely identifiable scans pirated. He 
then forced the seller to remove the list
ing. The ruse failed miserably- the "fat 
lady did not sing." A happy ending! 

In a similar vein, consider the 
Lincoln post-mortem image pictured 
here. We ihave seen this very photograph 
on several occasions. Most vendors offer 
it as a 19th-century hoax - a legitimate 
tack. We know this post-mortem image is 
real in all respects and "period." 
However, the photographer who took 
this still life may have realized the strik
ing resemblance to the martyred 
President and "struck off" a few extra 
copies for his private stock. These now 
surface on occasion. As long as they are 
properly represented, no 
objection can be lodged. 

Stone Bridge Autographs of Danbury,CT 
offered this clipped signature a few 

months back on eBay. We couldn't find 
anything resembling a website - much 
less a telephone number - for this con
cern and wonder who stands behind the 

sale. A bidder with zero feedbacks 
forced the winner to pay $1,150 for the 

piece. (Can you say "shill bidder?") 
Still ... as detailed in the description, the 

piece was "guaranteed for life." 

Bids for the post-mortem 
reached $770, reserve not met. 
The seller was kind enough to 
point out that "you are bidding 

on a daguerreotype of 
Abraham Lincoln ... there has 

never been a singular object of 
Americana of such Importance 

offered for sale." 

This photo was acquired at an auction not too long ago. It shows the devastatlon that 
ensued during the collapse of Ford's Theatre on June 9, 1893. The negative is numbered 
#4579, indicating that it might be part of a series of photographs intended for publication, 
either in newspapers, a custom album, or portfolio of Washington, DC sites. We are aware of 
only a few other views from this series, and wonder if any of our readers know of others. or 
the Intended purpose of the photograph. One of the ironies of 1he disaster is that it occurred 
on the ym_ day of Edwin Booth's funeral. 

The building had a checkered past. The site was originally occupied by the First Baptist 
Church. Despite a prediction by a Church board member that anyone who turned the House 
of Worship into a theatre would suffer a dire fate, John F Ford leased the property in 
December 1861 and sublet It to George Christy. The first "bad omen" occured when a tire gut
ted the building in December 1862. Undaunted, Ford rebuilt and opened "Ford's New Theatre" 
In August 1863. After Lincoln's assassination, Ford planned to reopen, but public outrage 
forced him to rent the structure to the U.S. government for $1,500/month. The government 
then bought the building for $100,000 and converted it into a three-story office building. ii 
housed the Record and Pension Bureau of the War Department. On June 9, 1893, a 40-foot 
section of the front of the building collapsed from the third floor, hurling personnel and fur
nishings into the basement. The cause was two-fold: overloading of the floor and improper 
excavation of the cellar pillars by a contractor, George W. Dant. 

'"View from North side showing cause of disaster. Work 
had been carried on successfully with exception of por
tion marked by star which measures 18 inches square. 

Rail Splitter Chuck Hand kindly sent us a copy of a contemporary artlcle that appeared 
in The Illustrated American. Published on July 1, 1893, the article "Saturn's Men. Abraham 
Lincoln, Edwin Booth and John Wilkes Booth, whose Tragic Triplicate of Lives Began Under 
the Baneful Influence of an Unlucky Star" comments on various factors, such as fate, astrol
ogy, and bad luck that may have impacted events connected with the site. " ... we tum to the 
always exploded but continually reviving theory of 'Unlucky Houses. • ... it may be said that the 
diversion of a church from its original purpose. to some use of a material and practical char
acter; Is nearly always followed by conditions of ill-success or 'i/1-lucl<, according as one 
chooses to define iL..0r was it, Indeed, that the ground from which the church was blown by 
a tornado fifty years ago, was fated ground, which should then and there have been strewn 
with salt and so left as a memorial to all men to beware and not come thither?' 

22 kl/led and 100 wounded." 
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Rail Sylinters 
~ As we like to crow from time to time, collectors 

and dealers often make contributions to the his
torical record from their discoveries! John Reznikoff of 
University Archives recently acquired an ALS by Confederate 
agent Beverly Tucker that sheds some additional light on tbe 
aftermath of the Civil War. As detailed in our piece The Short Arm 
of the Law (page 13), during the War, Confederate agents were 
active in all parts of the country, as well as Canada and Europe. 
Late in 1864, a plan was formulated to kidnap President Lincoln. 
The details were approved by President Jefferson Davis, 
, ", .,___ '=7f 4-.i/'\:r:::: ~.- Sec~et~y of State_ Jud?h 
~ -~ - .... <-=:- __,. BenJamm, Secret Service Chief 
~ "..,,_,;;,..r..,:.·~ '-'~..Z:,,,-- Jacob Thompson and diplomatic 
T.£_f~~~,pr;;F~~ ' 
--., ,-, -1-..,._ ~ 4.i:--~~-_ agent Beverly Tucker. The man 
.. .:. ,; A¥-, "7 ,.,_ ~- ,-. ~ selected to affect the scheme was 
i£J" ,_ ~ ....... ,;-..., ";r--4":.-..,_..... ...,_ ' 
?-- ..,)~, ... ~ ~ •!..l'i,,aJ',. John Wilkes Booth. At wars end, 
ii_,._,,,,.:~ ,:t;.~"-<- Tucker became a wanted man, 
L.....,__,_._,,..._ -+y with a $50,000 reward offered for 

'. !.V./7 &-"- ;-;- ~ ~ ~ his capture, dead or alive, autho-
47- -' }•7'7 I.Or,-• r- "-- rized by President Johnson and 

d:' ... --/k-,e,,:.c;,:_;_ •.,~,;.2_---~~: ~ Edwin Stanton. While some 
~ - ....,__7 , ~,. _ ' Southern leaders like Benjamin 

,_i, .,_ '"-}, .. ,.., and Breckinridge fled to Europe 
""-~ ;--)_,.j by way of the Bahamas or Cuba, 

h(#• ,(".._ others, like Tucker, went 

from whom I had a right to expect better things have given a cold 
ear to me & mine in our destitution and forced isolation ... praying 
that you & your dear ones may never know the destitution & expe
rience the humiliation, which we are enduring, I am, My dear 
Johnnie, as of old, Sincerely your friend Bev. Tucker." Guess tbey 
didn't have "golden parachutes" or off-shore accounts back then! 

~ Rail Splitter Scott Balthaser 
~ sent us a photocopy of a 
Lincoln legal document he acquired 
back in the late 1970s from George 
Rinsland's Americana Mail Auction. 

f ;;1D.i;~~!=-"_!·~ 
~-~J-~.J/.4... ... :-----

::-~~~---~-- ... 
__ ...._c.,_...,J,L,fllJ;.. ~-

- .. ---~·--=-~, "'-
_,..__,._~:.::~.:..,;,;--=. 
-;;:·~rt:_-'--/;;:·1~:-_ ::: 

The document contains seven lines ::=~·-=-·---------------=: ,_._ 
in Lincoln's hand, as well as his ~=!.~----·-_:.-: ____ .,_ ___ .,.~-;,,..-·--

autograph within the text. Besides - __ , i:..-.., ✓-1. ... ~ 
the association value of the piece /1,,.-..7 _.~,v.b'~:: 
(the document involves an attach- e-co ~ ,;:c--y 

:II!. ...... .I,... L.,1-.-- ,- -~,.,(.I. 

ment against Lincoln associate and ;::;:::~ .::::: = ~-..= 
close friend, Edward D. Baker, and ls ~.._,:;i?--::-...f":::C.,c-•• ,._ 
signed by J. H. Matheny, Moses D. 14- 1;;.;f LC...;;:;;;:;_:,~-., .. e 
Bledsoe, and Baker), it is interesting 
on at least two other levels. In filling out the affidavit at the bot
tom of the form, Lincoln hyphenated his name, a very rare if not 
unique usage. Secondly, it appears he signed Baker's name for 
him, necessitating Baker's affidavit that Lincoln was authorized 
to do so. " .. .I hereby ratify and confirm his said act, and acknowl
edge said bond to be my deed for the purposes therein 
expressed to take effect from the date of said bond." It is proba
ble that Baker was unavailable when the bond was ascribed to 
on April 30, 1849, and asked his friend Lincoln to handle it for 

-----------
hr I~~ m, - to Canada. The letter in • .;g, "'4- fe,__, /__ _ /.<- A .. -=· ~ 17'?- ,,..........._ h ~~ 

~ question tbat was '~ .n • / / 

;,,1,1,.-"'--1· '- ~ brought to John's ~- ,..,~~ r;-: ,- ,.____._, .,__,,_, ~--'-: ~-
~' -41,, t · I d~---- - -~•-•"i"f'·J.--:.<./,,. -...,....._ "--" r,:--a tent1on was oun 

,_ 1 "--,-=-,~ <:: ;......,_,.. 1~ with a bunch of documents io 
I-~~ 7-..,.,;c .. ~;-..,t Cuba and was no doubt direct-
,i- 'wJ;-r-• <-<.S-,...,,-~ .... ..._,= 1 ed to John C. Breckinridge. 
, ••• w..=. .,,,;b,--. ,._7-"' '-' D d O b 12 1865 
~ _. ~- ...... '-'7 k...;, _ ate cto er , , 
;r;-..,;_f-~ ,__ ,,_.,, ,1.__r t addressed to "My dear 
t,..,, A-,__ .r.-;.-.,,. _.,._L,... • Johnnie", a desperate Tucker 
::: .. -=-o/"'"fo---, __,,.._ ,,,_ pleads poverty and asks for a 
"7 ;-&f7 .;; f- ~ iJl4 ,s...__,._. ..._ loan to help support his family. 

Ii-'-~ 7 .. '-1--1--.'; "Homeless, houseless, country-
1-c £,...I. ~/ ,,. I' 1;-'---?- ·/le less, penniless, & without even 
'"'.,..:, ""i'·--1 t,,c=-:..1,=;- ~t.- the boon of occupation, or the 
t ~- 1~..:.,= .... .._ _-_..,_,~ .c, privilege of working for my own 
• ru- '-I-~ 4~~, living-with a large family to sup-

r-,, -,-- ... --.-.«"'l'-~t.&. 
-t" r:!1 ~ ... ...,,,_ -' , "'-<- port & dependent solely on me, --, .,, ....... ~ ...... 
•H-- 1r,-~ "'7 ~., f.--. ~ ,, all our relations in Virginia being 

- , ..!b:--< h -- so impoverished that t ey can 
scarcely keep the wolf from their 

doors, I am forced to come to old friends. whose hearts are in the 
right place .. ./ will sail from Quebec about the !st of next month, 
having exhausted every effort to get any thing to do here, outlawed 
as I am most unjustly by the Proclamation of President Johnson. .. I 
am /here/ore applying to three or four, who used to be dear friends, 
and I believe are still, to help me, by a small loan each. .. many, 
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Detail of Lincoln's hyphenated signature - truly a unique document! 

him. Baker did not get around to actually signing the document 
until September 3rd. Whenever we see treasures like this, it 
makes us miss George's old auction that much more! He really 
sourced some wonderful Lincolniana. 

Seances in the White House! 
~ Although there is a common perception that 
~ little new can be added to the story of Lincoln 

and the Civil War, and that almost all books on the subject are 
merely reworkings of prior tomes, recently discovered primary 
source material continues to provide new Information. The 
Library of Congress recently acquired diaries and photographs 
that contain much in the way of new material. Three jow-nals 
written by Colonel Nathan W. Daniels and his wife Cory between 
1863 and 1867 include a wealth ol observations related to the 
Civil War and Reconstruction. Daniels was a Radical Republican 
and abolitionist who served brielly under Ben Butler in the 
Department of the Gulf. He commanded a Black regiment. the 
2nd Louisiana Native Guards (later the 74th USCT). A photo-
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graph of Daniels and Major Francis E. Dumas, the highest rank
ing Black officer to see combat during the War, is part of the 
archive. Some of the entries were written by Daniels' second 
wife, Cory, a noted spiritualist who lectured and conducted 
seances in which she would answer questions wh.ile in a trance. 
The Danielses held many common viewpoints and interests, 
including: use of Black troops in combat, equal rights for Blacks, 
the establishment of a Freedman's Bureau, and spiritualism. 
After Butler's ouster and replacement by Gen. Banks, an out-of
work Daniels was forced to go to Washington to seek a political 
appointment. He evidently had some good connections, and was 
able to meet with President Lincoln, Edwin Stanton, Salmon 
Chase, Speaker of the House Colfax, Charles Sumner, and 
Frederick Douglass, among others. He seems to have been very 
opinionated, holding views from both ends of the political spec
trum. He was a staunch Radical Republican and shared their mis
givings about President Lincoln and, later. Andrew Johnson. He 
advocated suffrage for Blacks and women. He disliked foreigners 
and had a bias towards native-born Yankees, especially mid
Westerners. He gave great credence to the predictions of spiritu
alists, and even experimented with "hasheesh" and "hemp". The 
donor of the archive, C. P. "Kitty" Weaver, published a section of 
the first diary in 1998 as Thank God My Regiment an African One. 
The Library of Congress is indeed a fitting repository for such a 
archive whicb should prove a boon to future scholars. In the 
meantime, we would like to offer some select excerpts for you 
would-be or amateur scholars out there. 

Sunday, December 6th 1863: The President is sick at the White 
house and it is rumored around the city that he has the Small Pox. 
his little boy has just recovered from it and it would not be at all 
strange if he should be taken with the same [though} it would be a 
very serious matter at the present time to ever have him disabled. 

Sunday, December 20th 1863: I am thoroughly tired of. .. being 
constantly among strangers ... and particularly [in} this cesspool of 
national wickedness. This Washington City is anything but a pleasant 
place of residency, although celebrated by the so called highest of the 
land, greatest perhaps politically, but not in goodness of heart & puri
ty of character. 

Attended the 171eatre last evening ... Hackett, the famous comedi
an, impersonated Falstaff in Henry the Fourth and a masterly imper
sonation it was, a perfect success and such a creation as no other 
actions of the present day can equate. The President and his lady were 
presenl as he is an acknowledged admirer of Mr. Hackett .. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln gave a reception yesterday afternoon in 
behalf of the Russian Officers now visiting the city. It was a grand 
affair and gave great satisfaction to the foreign dignitaries. 

Sunday. December 27th 1863: Christmas day was celebrated in 
this city in accordance with southern customs- the same as we do the 
4th of July- by the firing of fire-<rackers & other fire works, and by a 
general jollification. Mrs. Crosby { wife of counsel to Switzerland] told 
me !he other evening that she had attended a spiritual circle not long 
since in company with Mr. Lincoln, the President, and that she then 
asked him if he believed in Spiritualism. He replied that he dared not 
investigate the same, as if he did he feared the affairs of state would 
not receive their share of attention equivalent to asserting the truth 
of the doctrine and his belief in the same. 

Friday, January L 1864: At half past eleven o'clock in company 
with other military officers, I paid a visit to the President, who with 
his wife received us at the White House. Honest Old Abe looked very 

well and welcomed us with his earnest yet rough western style, 
appearing to have vitality and energy enough left for a dozen future 
Presidential terms. Mrs. Lincoln was dressed in a dark rich silk, elalr 
orately ornamented but still as the fashions go in good taste. She 
appeared very amiable and looked her position well. I for one am 
not disposed to follow the lead of the masses, who think it their spe
cial duty to heap all sorts of ridicule and smart sayings about this 
lady. I do not see that she is any more dowdish than other ladies of 
the East or west, that she has a good heart, that is all i know, and that 
should at least silence the tongue of slander. 

January 17-19th 1864: Miss [Anna} dickinson the celebrated 
Political lecturer delivered an address upon the Country last evening 
at the Capitol in the Hall of the House of Representatives ... in behalf 
of the Freedman's Association ... {It] was a wonderful sight ... [the] 
young [girl] but twenty one years old, conducted to the speakers 
chair of the house of Representatives by the vice President of the unit
ed States. Followed then by the speaker of the house & introduced by 
the vice President to an audience that crowded all sitting & standing 
room in the great hall, among whom were the President of the United 
States, the most distinguished of the Senators & the Representatives, 
the Heads of Depal'tments ... A young red dressed slim waisted girl 
with curls cut short as if for schoo~ with eyes black with the truthful· 
ness of a child save when they blaze with the passions of a prophet· 
ess holding spell bound in the capitol of the nation for an hour and 
ten minutes, three thousand politicians, statesmen and soldiers while 
she talked to them of politics, statesmanship and war! 

Sunday, January 31st 1864: Learned yesterday that Maj. Gen'/ 
Sickles had presented Mrs. President Lincoln a lhree thousand dollar 
shawl and that this gift. had obtained him the Promotion of his Major 
Generalship. This story vouched for by responsible and reliable parties 
and is but one of many that I'm repeating here concerning this lady. It 
is enough to d-n any man, or woman ei1her, and would kill old Abe off 
if nothing else came up to prove his inability and utter worthlessness 
for the position. She is said... to rule with an iron hand at the White 
House and has done things that will d-n herself & husband in the eyes 
of decent peoples through all eternity. 

Sunday, March 5th 1865: Well, we have been up to the White 
House and have spent a delightful evening. Mrs. Lincoln, Gen'/ {John 
Blair Smithj Todd-her cousin, Mr. Semes, Mr. & Mrs. Anderson, & 
myself, were the only parries present, the President being engaged in 
his own Apartment. We were invited to the parlor known as the 
Green room where we found Mrs. Lincoln her little son Tad, and her 
cousin Gen'/ Todd. After the necessary Introductions, and a half 
hour's ordinary conversation, the question of Spiri!Ualism and mani
festations came up, when Mr. & Mrs. Anderson were both entranced 
and gave some very fine descriptions of the friends in the spirit world 
of all parties present. Mrs. A. described little Willie Lincoln, said that 
she saw him around his mother, and that he had a beautiful vase of 
flowers for her. Mrs. A. described the vase, which Mrs. Lincoln rec
ognized as one her son had in his room at the time of his death. 

For those interested in reading more from this diary, the con
tents will be soon posted to the on-line L.O.C. catalog. 

~ We are able to report on not one, but three, upcom-
~ mg educational events related to Abraham Lincoln. 

• The Lincoln Forum announces its seventh annual sympo
sium to be held November 16-18 at the Holiday Inn Gettysburg 
Battlefield. The theme for the conference is Abraham Lincoln: 
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Splinters, cont. 
Commander-in-Chief. Communicator-in-Chief. As usual, featured 
speakers and presenters will include prominent authors and his
torians. The keynote address will be delivered by James 
McPherson, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Battle Cry of 
Freedom. He will be joined by Ronald C. White whose work, 
Lincoln's Greatest Speech, is reviewed in this issue, as well as 
Willlam C. Davis, who will assess Lincoln and his Confederate 
counterpart, Jefferson Davis, as commanders-in-chief. Two 
speakers will discuss religious aspects of the Lincolns. Ed Steers, 
Jr. will speak on "The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln: A Case 
or Historical Malpracticen while Dan Weinberg and James 
Swanson (co-authors of Lincoln's Assassins: Their Trial and 
Execution) will present a slide show on "Mourning Lincoln.n 
Tours of the historic battlefield and a commemoration of the 
Gettysburg Address on its anniversary will round out the pro
gram. To register, please contact Lincoln Forwn administrator 
Annette Westerby at 303-721-6681 (email anetwest@earthlink.net) 
or visit the Forum's web site at www.thelincolnforum.com. 

• The Illinois Historic Preservation Agency is sponsoring the 
Conference on fllinois History October 3-4, 2002 "featuring papers 
on Illinois topics, including Abraham Lincoln's legal career, the 
antislavery movement, women's history, minority studies, and 
Chicago history." Registration is $30 with additional fees for the 
luncheon and banquet. More information on the corn.ference is 
available at www.state.ii.us/hpa/conference.htm. 

• The Lincoln Colloquium, sponsored each year since 1986 
by the Unlversity of Illinois at Springfield, the Lincoln Library at 
Fort Wayne, and Knox College, will be held at Knox College in 
Galesburg, Illinois on September 27-28, 2002. Six addresses by 
different speakers will be given. Attendees can enjoy exhibits 
and displays that showcase Lincoln-related objects and organi
zations as well as those that relate to the Lincoln era. 
Registration is only $20. For further information, contact Rodney 
0. Davis, tel. #309-341-7158 or email lincolnstudies@knox.edu. 

~ Rail Splitter Steve Debes of Colorado Springs, 
~ CO is a native of Avilla, IN and occasionally 
writes articles for his howntown paper. As a Lincoln collector, he 
was especially intrigued when finding a letter dating from 1909 in 
a Lincoln book he purchased that referenced a visit by Lincoln to 
Avilla in 1854! Although he was not able to substantiate the story 
(Lincoln's whereabouts during the period in question, February 
16-18, 1854, are unknown), the maklngs of a interesting yarn were 
present. Accordingly, Steve has written a five-chapter short story 
on the visit. All the local people and places are taken from docu
mented sources as are references to the historical Lincoln. 
Could it have happened? Who's to say It didn't? 

~ Rail Splitter Curtis Lindner, a.k.a. "The History 
~ Guild," recently unearthed this curious Little 
catalog trom lhe formative years of collecting ... exactly one year 
before Lincolns first nomination for the presidency! Containing no 
illustrations or sales hype, the 32-page pamphlet in pink titled 
wraps offers " ... The Collection of American and Foreign Coins, 
Tokens, Medals, & c. The Cabinet of Wm. Legge/I Bramhall, Esq. To 
Be Sold at Public Auction, By Messrs. Bangs, Merwin & Co. At Their 
Sales Room, No. 13 Park Row, N.Y. On May 4th and 5th, 1859." (For 
those not old enough to remember Rudy Vallee's newest hits 
playing on the Victrola, a "Cabinet" is how the old coin crowd 
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referred to their collections ... 
the name coming from the fact 
that their holdings were 
housed in custom-built cabi
nets!) A supplement features 
111 lots of addltional medals 
and autographs. Most of the 
lots have the name of the 
buyer and price-realized neat
ly inscribed in the margins. 
The political tokens ranged in 
price from two cents to seven
ty-five cents. A set of three 
Buchanan. Fremont, and 
Fillmore medals in tin were fif. 
teen cents. A Henry Clay brass 
button sold for nine cents and 
a William Henry Harrison 

H tlG1"r lllD.111. .... 

Jr-l.111118.IIU1JIB~l'III, 

medal in tin, size 58 (in the antiquated "American" system of 
measurement), described as very rare, achieved a lofty forty-five 
cents. The buyers at this sale no doubt were active collectors of 
Lincoln tokens and medals beginnlng the following year ... 1860! 
So, as the saying goes, we take some comfort in knowing that 
"others have gone before us." As you're sitting in an auction 
gallery bidding on a lot of Lincoln medals, imagine the same 
salesroom as it appeared 143 years ago. Little has changed, 
except the prices. And, of course, try to Imagine what might 
pass for a sale in the year 2145! 

~ Knowing of our cover story for this issue, Rail Splitter 
Gene Leasure sent in copies of two 1856 campaign 

biographies in his collection. illustrated with a handsome woodcut, 
Fremont supporters actively campaigned in those communities with 
large, German immigrant populations. This was, in fact, quite typical 
in 1856. Gene also sent in a 
photo or one of his most recent 
aquisitions: this invitation to a 
"Grand Complimentary Hop In 
Honor of Maj. Gen. Geo. B. 
M'Clellan." The "shindig" took 
placeonJanuary21, 1864attl1e 
Maryland Institute. We 
assume Little Mac was the 
guest of honor. The invitation 
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is unusual on several levels. It is printed in bronze ink on coated 
stock and measures a healthy 5 1/2 x 7 1/2". It also qualifies as an 
early souvenir from the presidential election of 1864. We hope 
McClellan got in a lot of dancing, as there was no invitation in 
store for him for the 1865 Inauguration Ball. 

~ We heard from several of .. ml!!l!!!!!for=Slla!!!!.. _ _:.:____,;.;_,!!111111= 

~ you regarding a recent ad Abelin«>lr1 Collection 
in the New York Times soliciting '°&~'ma 
offers "prior to auction" of an •~ 
"Authentic Abe Lincoln collection." ~,Mn 

Naturally, we were prompted to write a.a. 

for details. The collection is being brokered by a Las Vegas outfit 
called National Diversified Brokers, Inc. They promptly forward
ed a set of poor quality photocopies and brief descriptions to our 
office. The collection is comprised o[ fifteen items incllllding: a 
bronze life mask of Lincoln signed Volle, a Government Printing 
Office copy of the 1861 inaugural address, a Lincoln & Hamlin 
Indiana ballot printed on silk, three campaign biographies from 
1860 and 1864, four copies of the~ including a first edition, 
a leaf from an 1844 Illinois poll book with Lincoln's name as an 
elector, an "Internal Revenue" memorial ribbon. a signed com
mission with original transmittal envelope, and two miscella
neous reference books printed alter Lincoln's death. The items in 
our estimation are worth $12,000 to $15,000. The agent says 
they've turned down offers in excess of $165,000. Apparently. if 
they don't consummate a sale via this method, the items will be con
signed to either Christie's or S0U1eby's. We suspect someone's 
chain is getting pulled, but draw your own conclusions. 

Case of the Snowman 
-A Dispatch from Rail Splitter Steve Coon, Bartlett, IL 

~ It happened that I was an interested bidder on an 
~ eBay Lincoln handwritten discharge note in May that 
mentioned the usual "let this man take the oath ol Dec. 8, 1863 
and be discharged:' The seller was a seasoned dealer who spe
cialized in military helmets. As it happened, the item was repre
sented by a single, distant, fuzzy photo of the note encased in a 
frame with a lithographic portrait of Lincoln. The description 
made reference to "bidding with confidence" and that authenti
cating documentation was included with the item. Problem: the 
documentation was not shown in the auction display. It had pur
portedly been purchased from the A. Lincoln Bookshop. I tried 
contacting the seller several times by email. He originally said 
that he would supply a close up of the note, a scan of the authen
ticating letter and the original receipt from the Abe Lincoln 
Bookshop, etc. With many unanswered emails and the climbing 
bids accumulating, the time had come for some alternate in
depth investigation. 

The auction ended without any additional information being 
provided, and I was the not-so-proud winning bidder. 
Miraculously, a close up of the note was finally provided after the 
auction's close. The response began, "I have other pictures, but 
if you aren't interested in the piece because of the documenta
tion or how you feel I am conducting this transaction then there 
is a problem. There are others interested and there are other 
Lincoln autographs out there for sale. I will not hold anything at 
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all against you as a bidder if this is the case. I would be happy 
to see you comfortable and happy as a bidder and me as well as 
a seller. Please update me on your situation." It certainly sound
ed like a defensive posture to me. After several additional email 
request evasions, he finally sent a picture of a letter on which 
was written "Letter of authentication by our great President and 
Commander in Chief." It was not signed or dated. The note was 
folded several times. Meanwhile, I had been combing through my 
many Lincoln books and catalogs for comparable notes and writ
ings by Lincoln. After many comparisons the discovery finally hit 
me between the eyes. Every one of the number 8s in the note 
(there were 3) were closed top and circle or snowman 8s. In 
every written document I came across from Lincoln's hand he 
never made a snowman 8. Since Lhe date was prevalent on most 
documents an 8 was present on almost every one because of the 
year I8XX. Most of his 8s were open top and always narrow 
looped. Since most of these documents were dashed off in haste 
the numbers were always tersely written and not well aligned, 
unlike the auctioned note. It was fairly easy to see that the auc
tioned note was not authentic. 

I continued to press the seller for a scan of the receipt from 
the A. Lincoln Bookshop. I was Interested in informing Dan 
Weinberg of the seller's claim. My emails became sprinkled with 
time ultimatums and threats of negative feedback. Without fur
ther response I availed myself of his offer to decline the pur
chase, and the matter was dropped - or so I thought. About a 
month later, I noticed the same note had been relisted on eBay. 
This time the seller had set the auction up as a private auction 
that means the bidders names can 
not be accessed. Fortunately, I had 
printed a copy of the bidder list 
from the previous auction listing. I 
quickly emailed all Lhe previous bid
ders over the $1,500 level o[ my dis
covery in hopes of saving them the 
disgrace ol a buyer's folly. I received 
back some warm responses of 
thanks, but no confirmation that I 
reached the successful bidder. 

This experience has been a 
testimonial ol: 1. How important it 
is to have an in-depth knowledge of 
what you are looking at on on-line auctions; 2. How important 
skepticism is in dealing with any on-line auction; 3. How impor
tant It is to ask the questions necessary to substantiate the con
dition or authenticity of an item; 4. How an auction seller's feed
back rating can be deceiving and must be tempered by reviewing 
other items being sold or purchased by the party in question; 
and, 5. The proverbial "something that looks too good to be true 
usually is." 

Best wishes and be careful out there! 

We Need Your Help! 
Please contribute to this Journal ... 

with any articles, letters, photographs, 
short features, etc., you can share! 
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PUBLIC WORKS Apropos ol our cover story by Bob Sterling, Rail Splitter Doug 
Elzerman of Kalamazoo, Michigan sent us this photo of a plaque 
in his hometown. Apparently, Lincoln traveled to Kalamazoo to 
give a campaign speech on behalf of the candidate John 

Fremont on August 27, 1856. The Michigan Historical Commission designated the venue as 
a "Michigan Registered Historic Site" and erected this bronze tablet. (For related informa
tion, particularly on the role Michigan played in Lincoln's election, refer to the April 1998 
issue of The Rail Splitter). 

Lincoln received an invitation to speak at Kalamazoo from Hezekiah G. Wells, Chairman 
of the Executive Committee in charge of the Republican rally scheduled for August 27, 1856 
in that city. Lincoln initially responded to Wells on August 4, 1856: "Yours of July 24th. invil• 
ing me to be present at a Fremont mass meeting, to be held on the 27th of August, at 
Kalamazoo, has been forwarded to me by Mr. Mechem of Kankakee. It would afford me great 
pleasure to be with you, and I will do so if posssible; but I can not promise positively. We are 
having trouble here that needs the attention of all of us. I mean the Fillmore movement. With 
the Fremont and Fillmore men united, here in Illinois, we have Mr. Buchanan in the hollow of 
our hand; but with us divided. as we are now. he has us. This is the short and simple truth, as 
I believe." Matters must have settled down, as Lincoln wrote Wells again on August 21st 
affirming his intentions to attend. uAt last I am able to say, no accident preventing, I will be 
with you on the 27th. I suppose I can reach in time, leaving Chicago tlle same morning. I shall 
go to the Matteson House, Chicago, on the evening of the 26th." 

The text of Lincoln's speech in Kalamazoo has survived, which we excerpt here: 

"The question of slavery, at the present day, should be not only the greatest question, but 
very nearly the sole question ... The question is simply this:-Shall slavery be spread into the 
new Territo,·ies, or not?. .. Shall the Government of the United Slates prohibit slavery in the 
United Stales ... Not many weeks ago, our new Senator from Illinois asked Douglas how it could 
be done. Douglas is a great mafKlt keeping form answering questions he don't want to 
answer. He said ii was a question for the Supreme Court to decide ... while I am speaking of 
Kan.~as. how will that operate? Can men vote truly? We will suppose that there are ten men 

who go into Kansas 10 settle. Nine of these are opposed to slavery. One has ten slaves. The slaveholder is a good man in other respects; 
he is a good neighbor, and being a wealthy man, he is enabled to do the others many neighborly kindnesses. They like the man. though 
they don't like the system by which he holds his fellow-men in bondage. And here, lei me say, that in intellectual and physical structure, 
our Southern brethren do not differ from us. They are, like us, subject to passions, and it is only their odious institution of slavery, that 
makes the breach between us ... You who hate slavery and love freedom, why not, as Fillmore and Buchanan are on the same ground, 
vote for Fremont? Why not vote for the man who takes your side of the question? ... Have we no interest in the free Territories of the United 
States-that they should be kept open for the homes of free white people? As our Northern States are growing more and more in wealth 
and population, we are continually in want of an outlet, through which it may pass out to enrich our country. In this we have an interest· 
-a deep and abiding intere.~I ... We are a great empire. We are eighty years old. We stand at once the wonder and admiration of the whole 
world, and we must enquire what it is that has given us so much prosperity, and we shall understand that to give up that one thing, would 
be to give up all future prosperity. TI1is cause is that every man can make himself. .. The man who labored for another last year, this year 
labors for himself, and next year will hire others to labor for him .. tell me not that we have no interest in keeping the Territories free for 
the settlement of free laborers .. .// is said our party is a sectional party. It has been said in some quarters that if Fremont and Dayton were 
elected the Union would be dissolved. The South do not think so. 1 believe it! I believe it! It is a shameful thing that the subject is talked 
of so much. Did we not have a Southern President and Vice-President at one time? And yet the Union has not yet been dissolved ... The 
question can be avoided in but two ways. By the one, we must submit, and allow slavery to triumph, or, by the other, we must triumph 
over the black demon ... " 

In 1860, as Republican nominee for president, Lincoln rernlnisced about his Kalazamoo speech, responding to Michigan 
Senator Zachariah Chandler's invitation to visit the Michigan State Falr, in Detroit. ~ Your kind lei/er of the 28th is duly received. I very 
well remember meeting you al Kalamazoo in 1856. I very well remember the jovial elderly lady, and wife of an M.C. with whom we took 
tea, calling you 'Zach Chandler.· Your kind invitation I suppose I must decline. II is the opinion of friends, backed by my own judgment, 
that 1 should not really, or apparently, be showing myself about the country." Fortunately, Lincoln's modesty did not prevent him from 
trumpeting Fremont's cause in 1856, resulting in his sole visit to that state. 
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"PRFSIDENT LINCOLN 

FALLS OFF WAGON ... " 

A RAIL SPUITER ExPosE! 

For reasons best left to social historians to 
fathom, we Americans have always found 

fault with our leaders. The medium of choice 
for criticizing presidents in the early years of 
the Republic - from Washington's first elec
tion in 1789 - was the political cartoon. As 
the technology for inexpensive photography 

was developed, coinciding with Lincoln's 
first election in 1860, it was just a matter of 

time before it would be used for partisan 
purposes. The carte-de-visite pictured here, 
clearly staged by an enterprising photogra-

pher, depicts "Lincoln" in an inebriated state. 
His stove-pipe hat is battered, empty liquor 
containers and glasses are scattered about, 
and the ever-present ax rests at Abe's feet. 
Any person viewing this would immediately 
recognize not only the subject, but the mes-
sage; namely, that Lincoln was a drunkard 

and irresponsible leader. 

© The Rall Splitter Archives. (From Brian Riba Auctions. July 1994.) 

l 
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The "Gettysburg Lincoln" 
by Alexander Gardner, 8 November 1863 

~. 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME, photography 
and Lincoln collectors can obtain an 
Imperial salt photograph of Alexander 
Gardner's famous Lincoln image 
[Ostendorf #77]. taken just 11 days prior 
to the Gettysburg Address. There is no 
more powerful image of Lincoln to be 
hadl Truly, as Lincoln said, "there is 
the animal himselt:" 

OUR COLLODION GLASS WE'f. 
PLATE, directly derived from the 
destroyed original imperial•fmmal gloss 

plate, was made to produce salt and albumen photographs. In filct, m 
time you have~ seen this in1age of Lincoln, its original derivation 
was our collodion glass plalcl 

ONLY ORJGlNAL METBODS have been used in this production
the very same methods that Gardner himscl f would have used in making 
such photographs. lt is exacUy these mc1hods ilwl bring us the 
evocative nalurc of a 19th century photograph. The size has an 
unbelievable impact, bringing Lincoln "to life"- war-weary wrinkles, 
pores, and alll This cannot be a more engaging photo! 

THJS PHOTOGRAPH bas a clarity and richness that can 2!!1i! be 
produced from an original early wet-plate. There is much in Lincoln's 
face that our photos will reveal which you have not seen before: 
individual whiskers: penetrnling ey,:s; an inCRdible skin quality; an 
unusual definition to the tic and coal, and more. 

1ltA T TIIIS IS DERJVD> from the glass plate is most apparent The 
collodion process used is clearly visible, as is the edge of the glass pla!e. 

THE PRODUCTION is by France Scully Ostennan. a specialist and 
educator in wet-plate collodion photography and editor of 71,e Collodion 
Journal and Mark Osterman, phOlographic process historian. They are 
two of the leading fashioners of the long lost salt photograph from 
original plates; and it is their skill that allows you to own such a life-like 
image of Lincoln. 

THESE ARE STRICTLY LIMIT£D to 37S Numbered Prints and 85 
Publisher's Proofs, each on Authentic Salt-print paper, mounted to a 
100¾ acid-free backing. Presented in a protective 3/4 !Calher and linen 
portfolio, with overlaid gold-stamped leather panels. The portfolio is 
lined with acid-free paper. Included is a wealth of historical material 
about the print 

WE GUARANTEE that these photographs will delight you; but if not, 
your money will be immediately refunded. A Certificate of Limitation 
will accompany each photogrephic print The photograph has been 
discretely blind-stamped, so Mure generations will not believe they 
were produced by Gardner himself in the 1860s. 

THESE PRINTS will duplicate exactly wh81 Gardner·s artistic eye 
wished us ro see from his plate. It is the equivalent ofaoy 19th century 
photograph and shows you whal the contempore,y public might have 
viewed. if they had been produced. We predict that these phocographs 
will become even more valuable to future collecto,s, 
TIME PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE. 

Numbered, Limited Ediuon 11" x 14" Original Photograph 
on a 16" x 20" Mount ........................................................... $3,750.00 
Select Artist's Proof .............................................................. $5,750.00 
Deluxe Archival Frame with custom velvet malS and 
UV light protection glass (as abovc) ..................................... $1.250.00 

For More lnform•lion or to Order• Photoiraph, Contut: 

Abraham Lincoln Book Shop, Inc. 357 W. Chicago Ave., 
Chicago, n.. 60610 // 3121944-3085 .... 3121944-5549 (fax) 

Checks and Money Orders accepted via mail. 
Visa and MasterCard accepted via fax, phone, mail, or use our secure 

web sile al www.ALlncolnBookShop.com 
Shipping and Handling will be charged, via UPS. 

lllinois residents add 8. 75¾ sales tax 
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T 
wo items that graphically articulate the importance of cartoons in 19th<en
tury politics were brought to our attention. Rail Splitter Chuck Bechtloff 
acquired an example of our "namesake" publication, The Rail Splitter, pub
lished in Chicago during the election of 1860. His October 27th issue has a 
fabulous anti-Douglas cartoon occupying most of the front page. Douglas is 
shown addressing an unruly crowd from a hotel balcony. Some in the audi

ence are depicted as Irish - one would-be voter makes off with a barrel of "Free 
Whiskey." The "Reception of Judge Douglas at Chicago, October 4th 1860." is subti
tled: Ye Democracy attempt to outshine ye Republican Demonstration in honor of Mr. 
Seward, and ye Little Giant expounds ye Gur-reat Pur-rin-ce-pal of making ye .._ __ ...:;;;;.;;=c..;;;;.;=;.;:;;;;;;=;;;;..;;;c~=~~~:.::.::::.:.._~, 
Democratic voters ye Sovereigns of ye nagurs. These ephemeral relics constitute a gold-mine of primary source 
material and campaign graphics. In addition to the slur on immigrants and the attempt to paint Northern 

Democrats and Southern slave-holders with the same brush, we detect an insinuation that 
Douglas was a drunkard. We have seen several pieces of campaign ephemera that make 

such an assertion. (Can any of our readers intimate with the Little Giant's personal histo
ry confirm this odious aspersion?) Speaking of "the same brush", the back page includes 
a campaign-related ad offering for sale "National Wigwam Paint!" The manufacturers of 
this product tout the fact that "This paint was used on the inside of the National Wigwam 

at Chicago ... has no smell, wet or dry, cannot be blackened by sulphurous vapors-not inju-
rious to health..r The other piece shown here, found on a recent David Lesser fixed-price 

;;------ ...... list, is a book published in 1864 with sixty-eight cartoons, including two 
semi-<iisrepectful depictions of Lincoln. Published by Endicott & Co. in -------..:..:......:;..J 

:,, ~ NY. Ye Book of Bubbles, A Contribution to the New York Fair in Aid of the Sanitary Commission, is a 
• . ~• companion piece to Ye Book of Copperheads, issued the year before. The lithos by C. Clinton and 
~~,,,.p W. Cresson are accompanied by clever limericks on such varied subjects as New York City pot-
,,..,.. holes, Wall Street, Women's Rlghts, and race relations. Lincoln is shown above a "Joe MIiler" Joke-

f'Q'-~81~ book with the limerick: There was a Washington chap fond of chaffing, Who with joking kept all the 
~1'11- ;:; • world laughing, He looked grave as a nun, But he still had his fun, And fiddled to keep up the drafting. 

- • •-'"~ •- In another cartoon. a banquet of the friends of abolition includes Fremont, Sumner, and a Black sol-
...,,,,._;;____,==--==-=--:,=a~-1--~-----=,--, dier. Dishes on the table are: Blarney Stone, Nigger Head, and Plymouth 

' 

1 
!:I Rock (a reference to Henry Ward Beecher). 

f!iJJ ~ r- Pictures on the wall show a Black angel and 
l'III • C~ a mixed-race couple embracing. The guests 

I 
h:::r,i1 -1 / drink from a bottle labeled "Black Draught." 
"'''; .. I Although the attendees at the Sanitary Fair 

,,__ __ ,, ...... ..,._,I...,. _ _.,,_..,. .... _......., . .._ _____ .............. "'iiill"Q~~=::1:.~~1'.(111.1!''-'l'I were predominantly pro-Administration, 
this book was meant to be taken "in good 

8 . humor." Or, the "bubble" may have burst, 
......... __ .__ .,.. ..... _.____ accounting for the book's extreme rarity. 

.................... 

The Rail Splitter 'c?n 

Jonathan H. Mann - Publisher 
Donald L. Ackerman - Editor-in-Chief 

~: Timothy H. Bakken, Martin C. Carlino, 
Daniel E. Pearson, Dr. Edmund B. Sullivan, David B. Yount 

77,e Rail Splitter Is published four times a year with an annual 
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© 2002, The Rail Splitter. 
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