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GIVEN IN THE ROMAN TRADITION: LINCOLN AND THE INDIAN PEACE MEDALS 

I 
of various tribes. In time, the medals became a crucial part of 

Michael Schulman America's dealings with the Indians. Thomas Jefferson called the 
tradition "an ancient custom from time immemorial," the perfect 

n the early 1860s, some lucky Indian chief might have been way to honor "the negotiators of treaties and other diplomatic 
summoned to Washington to be presented, with much characters, or visitors of distinction." 
pomp and circumstance, with a silver medal. One By the 19th century, the tradition had become 

side of this medal would bear a peaceful and instruc- central to the often tenuous allegiance between the 
tive image of Native Americans gently plowing a two races. Thomas L. McKenney. head of the 
field. In the background, you could even make Indian Office in 1829, wrote: "So important is its 
out a game of baseball - played by similarly well- continuance esteemed to be, that without 
behaved natives. Ah, but this idyllic scene is medals, any plan of operations among the 
only an inset. Surrounding these very "civi- lndians, be it what it may, is essentially enfee-
lized" Indians is a depiction of two of their more bled. This comes of the high value which the 
"savage" brothers, one viciously scalping the Indians set upon these tokens of friendship." 
other. The message is simple: "agriculture good, '"-_::::,=" Nowadays, these highly sought-after items 
scalping bad." On the flip side of the medal, the chief present a host of challenges to the collector. For 
would find pictured the very man bestowing this great several reasons, the true silver originals are difficult 
gift: Abraham Lincoln. to find. Many became Indian family heirlooms. 

By Lincoln's time, the tradition of Indian passed down through generations. Others 
peace medals - given as tokens of friendship Salathiel Ellis' original plaster mold for his were buried with their owners. By the late 19th 
and alliance - had been around for centuries. portrait of Lincoln - used in the design of the century, when the Indian population began to 
The custom stretches back to the days of colo- Indian peace medals issued during the seriously distrust the white man, the medals 
nization, when the English, French, and Lincoln Administration. lost much of their symbolic value, and many 
Spanish would use them to secure the loyalties From the collection of Anthony Terranova. were melted down or sold - often in exchange 

c tlnu e 4 

VALENTINF.S AND ROMANCE IN THE CML WAR: A COLLECTOR'S JOURNEY 

I 
Nancy Rosin 

n the time of Abraham Lincoln, even during the raging Civil War, love and romance played an impor
tant role. For the soldiers on the battlefields, thoughts of 
home and loved ones enabled them to persevere. For 1 

those waiting at home, letters from the camps were the 
important link to family, and hope for the future. As a collec
tor of antique valentines and love letters, I have discovered • 
this personal connection, and find it to be a fascinating 
approach to learning about the actual people who lived dur

Glowing In his new uniform. Robert ing this time. Their story is the human aspect to the battle 
Cross -who volunteered at Troy. NY accounts, and these paper relics become a way to more 
April 15, 1861, the day Lincoln called deeply understand the people who wrote our history. 
for troops - is shown in this majes- St. Valentine's Day was a holiday of major importance, 

Uc valentine on silvered English and had been widely celebrated in America since the 1840s. 
cameo-embossed lace-paper. As a Even before that, manufacturers in New York City published 
1st Lt., he commanded Co. A, 30th lithographed versions, and imported elaborate lace-paper 
Reg. at Bull Run, 8/30/62. He mus- confections from England. Although costly, they were popu-

tered out as a Captain In 1865. lar, and stimulated the American industry to create their own 
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From the Publisher 
1 take it that it is best for all to leave each man free to 
acquire property as fast as he can. Some will get 
wealthy. 1 don't believe in law to prevent a ,nan from 
getting rich; it would do more harm than good. So 
while we do not propose any war upon capital, we do 
wish to allow the humblest man an equal chance to get 
rich with everybody else. 

-A. Lincoln, Speech at New Haven, CT. March 6, 1860. 

''what's it worth?" For obvious reasons, this inquiry 
consumes a fair amount of our time. Responding to 
someone with a "discovery'' after prying open an 
old frame, or helping a friend at an auction wonder
ing just how high to go, almost every discourse can 
be distilled down to those three syllables. The fla-

vor of the wording may change slightly - from the distasteful 
"How much did it cost?" to the more palatable "How valuable is 
it?" But the query remains essentially the same. Mind you, we are 
not offended with such necessary matters. As collectors, it 
remains an area of concern. (Still, we like to couch our opinions 
with references to the beauty of an Item, its historical signifi
cance or some aspect unique to the medium Involved.) 

There are numerous "values" inherent to everything in the 
market. Scarcity is half the equation in the supply/demand 
model. Naturally, the rarity of an item has little bearing should it 
not be considered desirable. Still, you might assume "bench
marks" exist for almost everything. In essence, we should be able 
to ascertain a "price-point" for every piece of Lincolniana we 
encounter. Here's the problem: there is no single market for his
torical material culture. This fact enables some to earn a com
fortable living buying and selling memorabilia. 

Classic arbitrage is the simultaneous buying and selling of a 
security, currency, or commodity in two different markets. The 
arbih·ageur profits by taking advantage of the differences in these 
two markets - trading an item valued more in one than the other. 
And, in the purest sense, those engaged in such activities have 
no exposure, no risk whatsoever. The two transactions - buying 
and selling - occur at the same time insuring profit. As argued by 
the editors of the Dictionary of Finance and Investment Terms, "By 
taking advantage of momentary disparities in prices between 
markets, arbitrageurs perform the economic function of making 
those markets trade more efficiently." 

Arbitrage in our community might be seen in the purchase 
of a campaign cover at a philatelic show - dismissed of value 
because the stamp itself was soaked off, and the re-sale in a polit
icals auction where lhe stamp is not the prized element. There 
are countless such examples of "walking something across the 
street" to find a better venue. Dealers who attend an auction. 
purchase a lot they perceive to be undervalued, have the 
courage of their convictions - trusting their taste and acumen -
and back it up with their own money, hoping to make a profit. 
They can hardly be called arbitrageurs. Nonetheless, there are 
instances in our field when attempts are made. While not exact
ly a transaction that can be considered "instantaneous," these 
examples are close enough ... and suggest a growing trend. 
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In a widely-publicized and r---------
much-discussed sale, Alderfer's 
of Hatfield, PA auctioned property 
from the descendents of General 
George Meade. The auction, 
Decen1ber 11, 2002 (reported in 
the Winter issue of this journal), 
Included Meade's two commis
sions signed by Lincoln - one as 
Major General, and one promo!- a&·', 
ing him to Brigadier General. The 
former, with the inclusion of the 
July 3, 1863 date, a promotion to 
the Commander of the Army of i.:....-~--------i 

the Potomac for his actions at Gettysburg, sold for $47,000 
(including buyer's premium) to a dealer. The pre-sale estimate 
was $40,000-60,000. Well ... just six months later, this same doc
ument appeared as lot #184 in the Sotheby's auction of "Fine 
Books and Manuscripts," June 20, 2003. The estimate was 
"tweaked up" a bit: $200,000--300,000. Now is this to say that 
Sotheby's was overly aggressive on the value? Not necessarily. Is 
this to suggest that Alderfer's simply got it wrong? Not neces
sarily. (J,/e know for a fact that when the consignment was made 
to Sotheby's, the house had no knowledge of the Alderfer's sale.) 

We certainly don't take issue with the Sotheby declaration 
that "Meade's Commission, citing the date of 3 July 1863, must 
rank as one of the most evocative documents of Gettysburg 
remaining in private hands." The buyer must have likewise 
decided those Pennsylvania boys didn't know what they were 
doing and that proper showcasing in the Big Apple provided an 
opportunity for a quick and Udy profit. The result of this maneu
ver? The lot passed. Not to be deterred, Sotheby's ran the lot 
once again in their December I 0, 2003 sale with a toned-down 
estimate of $100,000-150,000. Once again, it passed. Interestingly, 
this time it was listed as belonging to the House: "Sotheby's 
Property." We assume this means the purchaser from the 
Alderfer's auction convinced Sotheby's to provide a cash
advance against a guaranteed sale - something in the order of 
$100,000. So, in effect, he did double his money with a quick flip! 
But the tactic on the whole proved misguided. 

Now, take the case of lot #304 in the December 18th auction 
of Fine Printed Books and Manuscripts including Americana at 
Christie's. Described as: 

LINCOLN, Abraham. Manuscript document endorsed ('Approved, February 
27, 1865') and signed ('Abraham Lincoln") as President, presenting the text 
of 'An Act to pay to each of the surviving soldiers of the Revolution, five in 
number, whose names are in the pension rolls. [$300] annually, as a gra
tuity ... '; countersigned by the Vice-President ('H. Hamlin, Vice-Pres United 
States') and by the Speaker of the House 'Schuyler Colfax'). (Washington, 
O.C.J. 27 February 1865. Folio (15 314 x 8 V4 in.), CALLIGRAPHIC MANU
SCRIPT engrossed in a fine italic hand in black ink ON FINE PARCHMENT. 
originally folded horizontally, with minor abrasion of three or four lines of 
text (slightly affecting legibility), Colfax's signature and the loop of the Lin 
'Lincoln' a bit pale. Silk matted alongside five original 1864 cartes-de-vls
ite by Brady and others, depicting surviving Revolutionary War veterans (3 
referred to in the document), enclosed In a fine giltwood frame. 

LINCOLN AND CONGRESS SALUTE THE LAST LIVING VETERANS OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION: SURVIVORS OF WHAT LINCOLN TERMED THE 
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SILENT ARTILLERY OF TIME.' 
Elias B. Hilliard's Last Men of the Revolution (Hartford, 1864), enu

merated only six last survivors of the 1776-1783 conflict. It rekindled the 
nation's interest in the few veterans of Its first war. but by the time 
Congress passed the present act, only five were still alive. The documents 
present the text of the act, granting an annual stipend to the five surviving 
warriors: • ... Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ... 
That... there shall be paid out of any monies in the Treasury ... ($300) ... annu
ally, to each of the persons hereinafter named ... during their natural lives, as 
a gratuity on the part of the government--the five persons ... being the sole 
survivors of the Army of the Revolution whose names are enrolled in the 
Books of the Pension Office .. .' Beneath, the document enumerates the five 
Revolutionary War veterans and notes their age, enlistment and present 
residences: 1) Lemuel Cook, about 98 years of age, enlisted at Hatfield, 
Massachusetts; 2) Samuel Downing, about 98, enlisted in Carroll County, 
New Hampshire; 3) WIiiiam Hutchings, 100, enlisted at Newcastle, Maine; 
4) Alexander Moroney. about 94, 'enlisted at Lake George. New York as a 
drummer boy'; and 5) James Barham, 101, a ·substitute for a drafted man 
in Compton County, Virginia.' The act also called upon the Commissioner 
of Pensions to send a copy of the engrossed and signed document to each 
of the five Revolutionary War veterans. There is no record of which veter
an may have owned the present document, and we are aware of only one 
other example, In a private collection. 

In his Springfield Lyceum Address (27 January 1838), Lincoln mem
orably evoked the legacy of the American Revolution and the passing of the 
generation that fought to achieve Independence: 'Let every American, every 
lover of liberty, every well wisher to his posterity, swear by the blood of the 
Revolution,' he proclaimed (Basler, 2:112). And, in the peroration, Lincoln 
predicted that Americans' memory of that conflict 'must...grow more and 
more dim by the lapse of time.' The veterans in particular, those with living 
memories of the nation's birth, are disappearing. 'At the close of that strug
gle,' he reminds us, 'nearly every adult male had been a participant in some 
of Its scenes,• which meant that ·a husband, a father, a son or a brother,' 
constituted 'a living history .. .in every family--a history bearing the indu
bitable testimonies of its own authenticity, in the limbs mangled, in the 
scars of wounds received ... .' But, "Those histories are gone. They can be 
read no more forever. They were a fortress of strength; but, what invading 
foemen could never do, the silent artillery of time has done ... They are 
gone ... .' Those veterans, living reminders of the nation's difficult birth, 
'were the pillars of the temple of liberty; and now, that they have crumbled 
away, that temple must fall, unless we, their descendants, supply their 
places with other pillars ... .' 

This lot was consigned by a real character whose attempts at 
arbitrage provide a bit of an abject lesson for us all. 

f'or the past two years, some of the leading dealers whis
pered of a "new fish" in the market; a person whose entree was 
viewed as an opportunity to unload some high-end material. 
This individual made a small fortune in real estate and now want
ed to "dabble" in manuscripts. He knew nothing about docu
ments, knew nothing of the market, and had absolutely no per
spective as to the history of the trade. He owned a few showy 
items and wanted more. He sourced all the right names to call, 
impressed upon them his earnestness and means to buy, and 
picked all their collective brains. He had a business model in 
mind - to buy expensive documents from various dealers and 
immediately flip them as consignments at one of the high-profile 
auction houses. He predicted that he could produce a return-on
investment that would outperform the Dow. It would only take a 
year or two to build a track-record to articulate his brilliance. He 
then planned to use these transactions to prove he couid recog
nize undervalued material and, with his extensive network of 
celebrity and super-wealthy friends, convince them to become his 
clients to build their own investment portfolios of manuscripts. 
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Anyone who knew the dealers he was buying from dismissed 
the whole idea with a good laugh. He was buying from profes
sionals whose livelihood depended on going into the market, 
often buying at the very auctions in question, marking up to retaiJ 
price levels their inventory. These are not people who under-sell 
anything much less facilitate "!lipping."' The Christie's lot detailed 
above was his first experiment. 

The recent history of this Lincoln document is far from a 
secret: it sold just four years ago at Sotheby's, part of the 
Marshall Coyne Collection, for $13,000. It went to a prominent, 
respected dealer in the Northeast who exhibited it at several anti
quarian book shows, priced at $35,000. Our "investor'' purchased 
it and, within six months, he sent it to Rockefeller Center for the 
Christie's auction. Most of us saw the estimate, $50,000-70,000 
and thought "OK, this will be the last we'll see of him!" With the 
buyer's premium added-in, it hammered just a few dollars shy of 
$90,000. Now ... what conclusions do you want to draw? Were we too 
quick to dismiss this interloper? Perhaps. Did he know something 
lost to those of us with a lifetime of experience? Doubtful. 
Sometimes arbitrage works, sometimes it doesn't. When it comes 
to Lincoln, "value'' remains interpretive. 

While on the subject of "value." we have to apologize for not 
reporting of an opportunity to 
you sooner. To sell replicas of .--------_:-,=----_-. 
the statue erected in Richmond 
last April (discussed in a past 
journal), a non-profit organiza
tion, "The United States 
Historical Society" sent us this 
advertisement. They trotted
out a self-proclaimed Lincoln 
scholar to flog these over
priced souvenirs, calling the 
Richmond monument the 
"most important statue of 
Lincoln in the world." (Don't 
tell this to ANYONE who holds 
the Lincoln Memorial dear!) To 
insure prompt orders, a 
"Dedication Day Medallion" 
would be thrown in to the package - a 
keepsake represented as having a "$25 
value." We have to wonder how that 
"value" was determined. We consulted 
with a firm that can privately mint such 
bronze keepsakes, and, depending on 
the size of the run, we can order such 2·•·111amr11,, 

trinkets for as little as thirteen-cents each. ---·' 
Of course we would have to provide our own designs. So ... when 
it comes to "value" - particularly anything of modern vintage, 
well ... anyone want to buy my collection of F'ranklin Mint first 
day covers from the Bicentennial? 

The next issue marks the beginning of our tenth year pub
lishing this journal. Remember, we need your help to keep this 
effort alive! Do you have an interesting area of expertise you'd 
like to share with our readers? Please consider writing a feature 
or contributing some material we can include. It's always a plea-
sure to hear from readers - old and new! ~ 

7,-;d,-
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for alcohol, which had grown to be an unfortunate staple of 
Indian life. 

The same era, however, saw the rise of coin and medal col
lecting in America, and so a number of peace medals - many of 
them remainders not given to Indians - ended up in the hands of 
collectors. The U.S. Mint, which produced the medals, made 
bronze copies for the sole benefit of collectors. Unfortunately for 
modern-day collectors, many of these 

peace medals are extremely rare. Significant collections are held 
by the American Numismatic Society, the Smithsonian 
Institution, and in Colonial Williamsburg. The medals came in 
multiple sizes; during Lincoln's time, two sizes were produced. 
The larger medals often go for a larger sum (Terranova estimates 
their value between $12,000 and $15,000). However, the smaller 
ones ($11,000 to $12,000) are actually harder to find. The reason 

bronze medals were silver-plated and 
sold at gun shows, leaving us a 
great number of Imposters. 

New York Rail Splitter and 
collector Anthony Terranova 
has several suggestions for 
dilferentiating the two kinds of 
medals. For one, he says, the 
real silver versions are thinner 
and heavier than their bronze 
counterparts. Another clue is the 
sound created when the medal is 
struck with a piece of metal; a silver 
one will give off a different, more pro
longed ring. 

The bigger challenge may be to 
date the medals accurately - an all
but-impossible task. Though the pro
duction of peace medals stopped 
soon after the turn of the century, 
older models were re-struck after 
1900 and appear slightly different 
than the originals. While the blank 
spaces in the originals were concave, 
the newer medals made from trans
fer dles have convex fields. The orig
inals, made with an old screw press, 
tend to show repeated impressions 
due to multi-striking. On those 
machines, coins and medals were 
given up to fifteen blows during pro
duction. The modern hydraulic 
press, however, elimlnated the need 
for multiple striking. 

"You can't tell specifically when 
the medal was made," says 
Terranova. "You can make an educat
ed guess, based on when the Mint 
started using various types of finish
es - a bronze finish, which is dull and 
dark-chocolate-like, versus a deep 
mirror-proof-like dark-chocolate one, 
which was made at a different point 
in time. When they were exactly 
made - it's really a matter of conjec
ture." Bronze medals made after 1900 
wlll have a Yellow Bronze finish, a 
lighter, mustard-like hue. 

When the phonies are weeded 
out, the true I 9th century sliver 

is that the larger ones were given to impor

One of two designs used during the Lincoln Administration. This 
76mm medal. with Salathlel Ellis' 1862 design on the obverse, 
the engraved work of Joseph Willson on the reverse (designed 
for use during the Buchanan Administration), ls that most often 
found. As detailed by R. W. Julian In his landmark study, Medals 
of the United States Mint, The First Century: 1792-1892, there ts 

an interesting story to the design of this piece: 
Despite strong competition from Assistant Mint Engraver 

Anthony C. Paquet. Salathiel Ellis received the contract to exe
cute the Indian Peace dies. this time for Abraham Uncoln. Only 

two obverses were required as the same reverses origlnal/y 
used for Buchanan In 1857 were to be reused. Ellis engraved 

the two dies between January, 1862, and the late summer of the 
same year. Due to some difficulty In having the medals struck In 
New Yori< City, Ellis applied tor. and received, permission from 

the government to have them struck in the Mint. The first 
Lincoln medals came from the dies in September, 1862, and 

they continued to be produced until the entire order was execut
ed. Sliver medals for the Indians were last struck In April, 1863. 
The reverse die for the large medal broke only alter eight pieces 
had been struck and a new one had to be prepared (possibly by 

using the portrait lathe) by the Mint engraving staff. The 
replacement die, however. did not carry Willson·s name below 
the vignette, nor do those medals In bronze struck since that 
time. Although there was a pressing demand for the large 

Lincoln medals In sliver, the majority were not struck until well 
Into 1863. The replacement die for the reverse was very slow in 
coming forth due to the heavy load in the engraving department. 
There is a considerable number of the Lincoln medals around In 
bronze because it was the only such medal In a large size gener
ally available to collectors. After 1886, however. the public usu
ally purchased the three-Inch {76mm) medal by Morgan since It 
was clearly the better of the two in terms of artistic effort. On 

occasion the Director of the Mint received sarcastic letters com
menting on the quality of the Uncoln portrait by Ellis. 
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tant chiefs, under whose possession 
they were more likely to be well

protected and well-preserved. 
Mean-while, the smaller ones 
ended up in the hands of 
braves and men of lesser dis
tinction, who were more likely 
to melt down or lose their 
medals. Most collectors, 

though, tend to collect them by 
president, rather than by size. 

The bronze peace medals, 
which are much more accessible 
items for the modern-day collector, 
range in price based on their condi
tion. A well-preserved bronze medal 
could go for $1,000 to $1,500, while a 
less pristine example might be worth 
$200 to $300. The silver medals, on 
the other hand, are usually more 
valuable when they show a little 
wear-and-tear, since those examples 
were most likely given to an Indian. 
Cleaner ones were probably left-over 
medals given out directly to collec
tors. The price difference, however, 
is negligible. 

The Lincoln peace medals bear 
Salathiel Ellis' bust of the President 
on their obverse, which reads: 
"Abraham Lincoln, President of the 
United States 1862." Below the trun
cation, the print reads: "S. Ellis Del. 
SC"; and on the truncation: 
"Patented." The reverse shows that 
unsettling scalping/plowing Image, 
which was designed by Joseph 
Willson for the Buchanan adminis
tration. Congress originally granted 
$5000 for the production of the 
Indian medals for Lincoln's first term 
in office. Ellis was given working 
facilities at the Mint. The smaller 
medals were finished in December 
1862, and the larger ones in April. 
due to some delays. After producing 
only eight medals, the reverse die for 
the large-sized Lincoln medals 
broke. For one reason or another, the 
replacement die did not include 

continued, next page 
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Willson's signature. A Brief Chronology of Indian Peace Medals 

The second Lincoln medal, this the smaller size. As 
noted by Julian: Although the official mini list of medals 

tor sale showed only the three-Inch specimen being 
offered to the public, letters from the various superin

tendents indicate that the smaller size was also available 
on occasion. The bulk of the bronze medals In the past 
century were undoubtedly of the larger size, however. 

Anthony Paquet, who 
had been turned down for 
the job before, was com
missioned to design a 
new reverse image for 

Lincoln's second term. 
However, the die wasn't 
ready until after the assas
sination, and so Paquet's 
reverse was used for the 
Johnson administration's 
peace medals. That design 
features the bust of 
Washington overlooking 
Columbia shaking hands 
with an Indian chief. 

1785: The first peace medals given by the national 
government commemorate the Treaty of Hopewell. 
1798: First struck medals used, made in England. 
1801: Medals struck tor the first time in the United 
States. These medals were made hollow, not solid. 
1814-46: Standard dies by Reich used, bearing 
reverse image of a crossed tomahawk and peace 
pipe, with the inscription "Peace and Friendship." 
1824: Bureau of Indian Affairs created, took over 
production of Peace Medals. 
1849: The Interior Department takes over produc
tion of medals. 
1890: Last new dies for peace medals cut. 
1894: Old screw press replaced by modern 
hydraulic press. Though the genuine 

articles are few and far 
between, lndian peace medals make for exciting collectibles. Both silver and bronze tell 

of the long history - call it friendship, bribery, or manipulation - of America's relationship with Native Americans. While many peace 
medals remain buried deep within the ground, locked up forever with Indian chiefs who brought them to their graves, the ones that 
survive above ground are still treasured by collectors and Native American families alike. ~ 

TESTING THAT MEDAL'S METAL: Is IT REAL? 
(MEI-Charlton, Inc. is a professional engineering, metallurgical and 
scientific consulting firm based in Portland. Oregon. Their clients 
include utilities. pulp and paper concerns. high-tech industries. man
ufacturers. and various public agencies. Now ... you MUST be won
dering what they might have to say about Lincoln Indian Peace 
Medals. Well ... actually ... quite a bit! We recently learned of their "in 
house" ncwsleucr. MEI-C11rrenrly. a publication tha1 features stories 
such as ''Highway Overpass Strain Gages" and "Delayed Failure of 
Socket Set Screws.'' no doubt enjoyed by metallurgists everywhere. 
(Alright ... we are having some fun - none of u~ did very well in sci
ence classes ... we have trouble just understanding the titles of their 
articles!) In any event, their las1 newsleuer included the following 
story. published here with their permission.] 

S 
ome of our readers may recall our Spring 2001 newsletter 
in which we told of our assignment to determine whether 
a cast-iron statue of Avalokitesvara was of ancient origin or 
merely a century-old souvenir. (Yes, indeed it was of 
ancient origin.) Well, recently we had a somewhat similar 
assignment, this time to check the authenticity of a silver 

Indian Peace Medal purportedly dating from Abraham Lincoln's 
administration. 

So, what exactly is an Indian Peace Medal? Peace Medals 
started back in colonial times, when the British, Spanish, and 
French governments produced silver medals bearing the like
ness of their respective monarchs. The medals were given to 
influential Native American chiefs and warriors as tokens of 
friendship and cooperation. After the United States achieved 
Independence from England, George Washington's administra
tion recognized the Importance to the young nation's security 
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of forming alliances with Native American tribes that it consid
ered friendly. Consequently, the tradition of the Indian Peace 
Medals was continued, this time, of course, with the medals 
bearing the likeness of George Washington rather than King 
George. The practice continued with subsequent administra
tions, all the way through the administration of President 
Benjamin Harrison, 1889-1893. The original Indian Peace Medals 
of Abraham Lincoln's administration were struck in silver, lo 
two sizes, a larger. 3-inch diameter medal and a smaller, 2 I/2-
inch diameter medal. 

Only 100 original 
silver medals were 
struck by the mint. but 
subsequently, during 
the next ten years or so, 
an additional four large 
medals and 12 small 
medals were struck in 
silver, and at about the 
same time, an addition
al 132 large medals 
were struck in copper. 
Given their rarity, and 
the ongoing popularity 
of Lincoln memorabilia, 
an original silver 
Lincoln Indian Peace 
Medal Is very valuable 
In today's collector 
market. 

continued, next page 

Toe medal in question. 
Could this be an authentic. period example? 
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01 course, here's where our story takes a tum toward the quite easy actually. You accurately weigh the medal in air, and 
shady side of things. It turns out the US Mint has also produced, you accurately weigh it in water. Subtracting the two numbers 
In modern time, thousands of bronze copies of the medals for gives you the weight of the displaced water, from which you can 
collectors, using the original dies. So, if --------·~- .... , calculate its volume - and hence, the vol-
someone were to take one of these bronze~ . • ume of the medal- by simply knowing (i.e., 
copies-which, incidentally, are available Lewis and Clark, 0 ~ the'r looking up in a reference table) the densi-
for as little as $25-and plate it with sliver, 1804-1806 Corps of Discovery ty of water at the measurement tempera-
an~ th'.;° subject it to a~ appropriate "mas- trip to the Pacific Northwest, ture. From the volume and weight, you 
sagmg so as to make 1t resemble a well- brought along 32 Jefferson can easily determine the density, from 
worn original, it cou1_d be worth a gr~at Indian Peace Medals (in three which you can determine the specific 
deal of money, provided the respective . . gravity. 
buyer doesn't investigate It too thoroughly. sizes), which they presented to With our suspicions now thoroughly 

rn this project, the medal in question Native American chiefs they aroused. we proceeded to measure the 
had been purchased by a museum curator encountered on their journey. specific gravity of the medal, which would 
and had already undergone a preliminary \.._ allow us to tell whether it was just an alloy 
visual examination by an expert, who sug- ,.. ____________ _. of mostly copper with a silver plating on 
gested it might be authentic; however, he had recommended a the outside to fool the unwary, or whether it was really a silver-
more detailed examination be conducted, utilizing nondestruc- copper alloy throughout, as the owner hoped. 
live elemental analysis, which is where we entered the picture. No luck for the owner-that test put another "nail in the 
Our assignment was to examine the medal and determine ll It coffin'' -the specific gravity was almost exactly the same as the 
was authentic. Oh, yes, and for what are probably obvious rea- specific gravity of a 95% copper-5% zinc alloy commonly used 
sons, we weren't allowed to cut it up into pieces as we usually lor coinage and medals, far less than the specific gravity of a 
like to do for analysis. 90% silver-10% copper alloy. 

Research indicated the original Lincoln silver Indian Peace As a final indication of the medal's lack of authenticity, we 
Medals were Hkely of silver coinage composition in use at the noted that while the medal itself appeared to be well-worn, the 
lime, namely, 90% silver and 10% copper. An elemental analysis bore of the hole was not worn at all, showing it most likely did-
In the scanning electron microscope with our x-ray spectrome- n't date from a century and a half ago. Because the current US 
ter quickly revealed a disappointing result: no copper; the sil- Mint restrikes don't contain mounting holes. the absence of 

ver was simply that-silver, wear In this hole indicates that this was likely a restrike medal 
with no significant alloying which someone had drilled, abraded, and sliver plated in an 
elements. So right off the bat, attempt to duplicate an original. Interestingly, the hole itself 
things didn't look too promls- was particularly ineptly done: it had been countersunk, proba-
ing for the owner. Then, after bly in an attempt to make It look worn around the edges, but of 
not being able to find any cop- course the countersinking machining marks were immediately 
per alloyed with the silver on apparent under the microscope, clearly showing that it wasn't 
the face of the medal, we visu- wear at all; not only that, but the countersinking had gone too 
ally noticed a copperish color deep and machined off the top of the letter ''E" in the word 
in a more incriminating loca- "PRE.SIDENT"-not exactly indicative of a high precision mint-
tion, namely within the bore of ing/machining operation! 

a hole that the medal had to allow it to be mounted on a lanyard All-in-all, it was a very interesting assignment, even if the 
and worn about the neck. Obviously, the presence of copper results of our sleuthing were a disappointment to the owner. On 
within the bore of the hole suggested the medal was probably a the bright side though, the museum curator asked us to pre-
copper alloy, with a silver plating on the outside to make it pare a series of slides so she could present the information to 
resemble the original silver Peace Medals other interested parties as a learning experience on a few of the 

So, you ask, how does one accurately measure the specific methods that can be employed lo authenticate (or, in this case, 
gravity of an irregularly shaped object such as a medal? It's maybe we should say "disauthenticate") a historic item. =--

-------

In the landmark auction of Capt. Andrew C. Zabriskie's Collection at Sotheby's 
back in 1999 (discussed at length in past issues), a 76mm. silver Lincoln Peace 
Medal, described as: a proof striking of exceptional quality, with iridescent toning 
on gunmetal grey surfaces - very rare hit the block. With the buyer's premium, it 

I realized $26,400 ... a "high-water mark" that still holds. Another example belong-

\ I 

ing to Zabriskie - his very name adding to the provenance and desirability of 
anything in the world of numismatica - in copper, 76mm., sold for $1,200. 

[Note: Anyone still interested in obtaining a copy of this important catalog, with 
I es-realized sheet, can send in $25 ... a few remain available for Rail Splitters. ] 
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Mary Lincoln poses in the White House Conservatory 
with Lincoln's secretary, John G. Nicolay, and others, 
including Comanche chiefs White Bear, Big Wolf, and 

Red Fox, who are dressed In tribal regalia. An 1862 pho· 
tograph by Brady. 

D 
uring his tenure in office, Lincoln met with Indian tribesmen and chiefs on 
quite a few occasions. Given that his grandfather was killed by an Indian, and 
the fact that he enlisted in the Black Hawk War, though he met with no fighting 
Indians, one might think he harbored some reticence in dealing with Native 
Americans. However, as articulated by several biographers, this was most cer
tainly not the case. While in office, Lincoln's Indian Commissioner, William P. 

Dole, handled much of the administration's relations with the different tribes. But 
Lincoln himself met with chiefs from nearly three dozen tribes, including the: Arapaho, 
Black River, Chippewa, Cherokee, Cheyenne, Creek, Delaware, Fox, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kaskaskia, l(jckapoo, Menominee, Minnesota, Munsee, Nez Perce, Oregon, Ottawa, 
Peoria, Piankashaw, Ponca, Potawatomi, Sac, Sauk, Seminole, Shawnee, Shoshone, 
Sioux, Swan Creek, Tabeguache, Utah, Wea, and Winnebago. Lincoln signed treaties 
with many of these tribes. 

Indian relations became a pressing matter for the President in August 1862, when 
a Sioux rebellion in Minnesota was suppressed and 303 Sioux warriors were sen
tenced to death. Faced with conJlicting views over how to treat Indian captives, 
Lincoln chose to reform established practice by pardoning all but 39 of the prisoners, 
who were sentenced to death as murderers, rather than prisoners-of-war. Lincoln 
continued to endorse 
reform for Native r---.,..,......,...,-,;:;:---r....,,..,.-::-----,;:::------::=-,:,------,---=-=-::--.,,,_.,, 

Americans. In his third 
annual address, the Message to Congress delivered December 8, 1863, he 
argued that "Sound policy and our imperative duty to these wards of the gov
ernment demand our anxious and constant attention to their material well
peing, to their progress in the arts of civilization, and above all, to that moral 
training which under the blessing of Divine Providence wiU confer upon 
them the elevated and sanctifying influences, the hopes and consolations of 
the Christian faith." 

Though Lincoln's views were certainly peaceful, they were by no 
means ahead of their time. Lincoln met with a group of chiefs on March 27, 
1863, where he said, "It is the object of this Government to be on terms of 
peace with you, and with all our red brethren." He then pointed out that 
Whites "cultivate the earth, produce bread, and depend upon the products 
of the earth rather than wild game for subsistence." He claimed, "we are 
not, as a race, so much disposed to fight and kill one another as our red 
brethren"; an ironic statement to make at the height of the Civil War. 

TOM'S TOMES 
Recommended reading selections from Tom Trescott, bibliophile of the Abraham Lincoln Book 
Shop. He offers these as appropriate works to learn more on Lincoln and Native Americans. 

• Danzinger, Edmund Jefferson, Jr. Indians and Bureaucrats: Administering the Reservation Policy During the Civil War. Urbana and 
Chicago: University of Illinois Press, (1974). 240p., folding map, bibliography, index. A broad analysis of the activities of the Office 
of Indian Affairs during the Civil War, when the Lincoln administration's preoccupation with the Confederacy left the Indian 
Office virtually alone in dealing with Indian-settler conflict and creating the reservation system. Focuses on relations with the 
Cheyennes and the Santee Sioux. Now out of print. 

• McGinnis, Ralph Y., and Smith, Calvin N., eds. Abraham Lincoln and the Western Territories. Chicago: Nelson-Hall Publishers, 
(1994). 222p., ft., illus., maps. By examining Lincoln's policies, problems, and actions, this collection of essays tells the story of 
how Lincoln sought to provide for and protect the new additions to the growing nation, and shows how the Wild West was won 
for the Union. Still available in paperback; Nelson-Hall is now Burnham. 

• Nichols, David A. Lincoln and the Indians: Civil War Policy and Politics. Columbia, MO: Univ. of Missouri Press, 1978. 223p., bib., 
index. The only thorough treatment of a much-neglected aspect of Lincoln's presidency. Nichols covers the Sioux Uprising In 
Minnesota, the forced removal of the Navajos, the massacre of Cheyennes at Sand Creek, the handling of the Five Civilized 
Tribes, the "Indian System" of government aid, and more. Highly critical, and now available in paperback through U. of lL Press. 

7 



---------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------
Valentines: Tokens of Love, cont. 
multi-layered beauties and develop a 
highly successful industry. Handmade 
valentines called fraktur, made in areas 
settled by immigrants from Germany, are 
highly appreciated today for their incred
ible cutwork and painting . Hand crafted 
valentines were often the ultimate gift, 
reClecting an intangible sentiment. Even 
the most simple and tender tokens -
such as a hand-cut woven paper heart -
are prized folk art today. 

"Ephemera" is a word which refers 
to paper mementos which were never 
really meant to be saved; however, their 
very survival has provided valuable 
details to historic facts we know. They 
tell about the people, add the details of 
their lives, and, like my treasures, show 
how special things, even in time of war, 
were saved for posterity. Ephemera pro
vides the essential elements to put it all 
into a human perspective. 

As a collector of all manner of valen
tines and related materials, my passion 
has led me to some highly unusual situa
tions. When recently asked if I could cre
ate a program about "Valentines and 
Romance in the Civil War", the breadth of 
my topic expanded dramatically! I had 
displayed a special valentine known as 
the Soldier's Tent on a television pro
gram, which was seen by the Program 

To a Forager. Hand-colored engraving, 8 x 5 
1/2." This comic valentine was a popular type of 
social commentary. In his diary entry for 2fl /65, 

Cornelius Platter noted that they "oblained 2 'pork
ers' for our mess... Our Div is on a high road and 
consequently we find forage for mess and beast 

quite plenty." (Hargrett Library, Georgia.) 

Coordinator at the Rutherford B. Hayes 
Presidential Center, in Fremont, Ohio. An 
annual encampment on the grounds 
there, at Spiege.l Grove, is accompanied 
by a program of Civil War events, cele
brating the President's birthday - this 
year his 180th - and his custom of invit
ing his old war buddies to camp out on 

September 3, 1861, 

Soldier's Wife, one of "500 Ballads" 
offered for sale by Charles Magnus. 

his lawn. This period In history has 
always held a special fascination for me, 
and like every "incurable collector", 
there are no borders to subjects I find fas
cinating. The fulfillment of assembling 
disparate objects, learning from them, 
creating something new, and then shar
ing the passion, is the ultimate collector's 
dream. 

President Hayes was a diarist all his 
life. In fact, his extensive diaries have 
been maintained at the Center - the first 

presidential library ever created. The 
personal letters to his wife, now in 
the library archives, reveal the affec
tionate bond and deep love between 
he and his wile, Lucy. This revelation 
made a romantic program even more 
appropriate. 

I discovered that thirty years of 
immersion in ephemera, acquiring 
things I loved, had yielded a formida
ble Civil War collection; the concept 
of a new approach to my subject mat
ter became an exciting adventure 
into my own albums! The opportuni
ty to explore the material, and then 

The Soldier's Tent. The most famous valentine of the period, the tent is symboli
cally draped with the American flag. Within, the soldier Is shown writing to his 
beloved, who is seen in his dream. February 14, 1863: "Dear Sister, ... ! must 

Monroeton, PA, a letter on 
patriotic notepaper addressed, 
"My dearest Valentine," signed, 

"Your Valentine. P.S. Please 

present it to a completely unique 
audience, would be a new experience 
for me. As work progressed, I extend
ed my research beyond my library, 
beyond the history texts and the peri
od novels I was reading to "get into 
the mood", on to the Internet, where 
the panorama of the Civil War, in 
every aspect, is at the tip of your fin-

stop riteing (sic) for this time for I must tend to my gard ... Amos Winner". Sent 
from Camp Stoneman. near Meridian Hill, part of the extensive fortification net

work of the District of Columbia, and, coincidentally, near the collector's 
childhood home. 9 x 7' folded 
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excuse me for not answering 
sooner." The recent engage
ment at Bull Run obviously 

kepi this soldier preoccupied. 
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examples which were equally important! 
The plus factor of having the actual 
object - often with Ink blots or smears 
from the difficulty of writing in camp -
made it all the more personal and special. 
The long envisioned research, now has
tened because of this weekend of pro
grams in Ohio, became the fulfillment of 
my original goal: after acquiring my trea
sures, the next greatest pleasure is to 
share them. History really would 
become an exciting background story -
as told by the letters and Valentines - and 
the love and romance aspect would be 
palpable . 

Soldier on Watch. Standing watch beside the fire, the soldier dreams (inside flaps) of his home and hearth, fami
ly beside him. Nine different images from this series have been located, including one that depicts the soldier 

proposing, and another of the wedding scene. Each valentine has an affixed decoration with a poignant thought 

Calligraphy, ink on paper, Prompton, PA, 11/25/63. 
The Imagery in this handmade marriage certificate 
Incorporates: the lyre, an attribute of Apollo to rep-
resent marital harmony; doves, a symbol of mat
ing and fruitfulness; the bonds of joined hands; 
and the symbols representing the Holy Spirit. 

Created by Pastor Brundage for Mary J. Ogden 
and Edward C. Carr, this event took place six days 

after Lincoln gave his Gettysburg Address. 

gers. Detailed information and personal 
connections began to link items in those 
archival pages to dates and places in his
tory, and to the essence of it all - the 
actual people whose stories reside within 
these cherished treasures. I realized that 
I would be able to find the historical bond 
between my paper relics and the history 
of our country, and the 
people who helped to cre
ate that history. Antique 
valentines would proba
bly be unfamiliar to my 
audience, but "love" is a 
constant factor, and I 
hoped it would be the 
essential appeal. 

An Internet search 
using a variety of key 
words revealed a wonder
ful new group of 
resources. Many universi
ty libraries have placed 
Civil War letters online -
and I was able to find 
many which were fasci
nating. A pleasurable dis
covery was that I had, 
without speciJkally focus
ing on it, assembled 

Marla French lace Valentine and accompanying envelope. Usually found in 
less impressive versions, costly imported English lace-paper is the back
ground for this romantic scene. Manufactured by Mansell, watermarked, 
Towgood 1855. This lace treasure was preserved, carefully enclosed with· 
in the famous Romeo and Juliette envelope, printed In red, white and blue. 

continued, next page 
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As the war progressed, changes were eventually made to the 
lithographic stone. Here, along with other subtle changes, 

Romeo has been replaced by a Civil War soldier. The artisan has. 
nevertheless, neglected to erase Romeo's feather-adorned hat! 
An amazing assortment of valentines sent to this popular lady, 
Julia Stackpole, have been acquired by this collector from deal-

Everyone enjoys valentines! Harper's Weekly, February 18, 1864. 

ers as far apart as Massachusetts and Arizona! 

Hand-colored. embossed lace-paper with applied pho
tograph of the sender In his uniform. The tiny booklet 
is titled A Gentleman's Wish. Eight carefully penned 
lines of poetry are signed Jack Faithful, no doubt a 

pseudonym. Photographs were often taken as 
mementos, as well as to aid in identifying the dead. 

We all know that the cmrrse of love is 
hardly daunted by wars, and tbe avail
able material reflects that observation. 
Business in many places continued as 
usual, and certainly some companies 
capitalized on the patriotic motifs they 
made available during that period. Many 

valentines from the war years 
are adorned with tiny golden 
stars, flags, or a strip of red, 
white, and blue ribbon, as their 

only reference to the turmoil talcing place. 
Louis Prang, the famous chromolithogra
pher, was busily printing maps of the Civil 
War battles by night, and selling them in 
the morning - while getting a foothold in 
the establishment of his Boston factory. 
His later fame was undoubtedly made pos
sible by the financial security he attained 
during this period. 

Ribbon, sealing wax. and locks of 
hair have been the essential elements In 
many magical creations which, by neces
sity, were handmade. An early acquisition 
that I treasure is one such piece, where 
two young ladies attached strands of hair 
and sewed velvet hearts onto the page. A 
marriage certificate, "Executed with a 
steel pen by Israel Brundage, Prompton, 
PA, 1863~, professes the timely phrase, 
"Union Forever" - a play on words signify
ing both marital and martial circum
stances. In this charming instance, the 
artist/calligrapher was also the Pastor 
who officiated at the marriage ceremony. 

Personal letters are the human story 
behind the history texts, as the writers 
often communicate the thoughts they 
cannot express during battles or with 
their soldier friends. Whether crude or 
erudite, they are full of emotion. In quiet 
moments they write about their health, 
the marches, the battles, financial wor
ries, and the loneliness of being apart. 
Their memories and dreams of home -
the people, the places, the Imagined per
fume of a wife or the aroma of favorite 
foods - are what sustain them and enable 

them to survive. The letters from home 
are the link and the encouragement to 
persevere. Sometimes the writers talk of 
their love, their concerns for their 
beloved, as well as tales oJ battles, 
wounds, prisoners, and survival. The 
reader is drawn Into these letters for 
their humanity, and with empathy. 

Mailbags delivered valentines on the 
field, and women at home received ten
der mementos in the form of actual valen
tines or as letter sheets, which were pro
vided at minimal cost to the soldiers. 
Examples reveal a variety of different 
publishers; however, some famous 
images we recognize are still unidenti
fied. Charles Magnus was a major pro
ducer of ballad sheets and notepaper, 
sold at the cost of ten for fifty cents, yet 
his name has not been associated with 
the more formal card format. Images on 
many or these folded cards, while 
unsigned, lead me to think of Winslow 
Homer as the possible artist, for his Civil 
War sketches, published by Louis Prang, 
bear great similarity. I have found nine 
different designs, as well as the famous 
envelope, whose mustachioed Civil War 
soldier has a characteristic Homer 
appearance. Further research will have 
to be done. Newspapers advertised 
~soldiers' Packets" which, for fifty cents. 
provided eleven valentines, certainly 
enough for any dashing cavalier! 

The paper utilized for most of these 
valentines is of a poor quality- undoubt
edly necessitated by the war - the 
embossing is generally weak and the 
paper is often discolored, but we are for
tunate that any have survived. 
Occasionally, the Images have been 
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Cupid, donning the costume of a Civil War 
messenger, delivers a special valentine from the 
field. (Note the depiction at top of the Devil deliv
ering his own valentine to Jeff Davis! Harper's 

Weekly, February 18, 1864. 

applied to Hne paper, as in the valentine 
sent to Maria French. Manufactured by 
the English firm of Mansell, and water
marked "Towgood 1855", it was obvious
ly a more costly version. We know that 
companies in New York and Worcester 

imported such fine cameo
embossed paper, and we 
might infer that it was in 
stock, and occasionally used 
- 1 have seen it twice. 

SOLDIERS' VALENTINE PACKET. 
l'rlce 50 ~nt.. 

ST. V ALEN'l'1N£•S J)AY, 1862. ContalnlnJ 
1 Bnperb Valentine, retail price ..... , ..................... S!;c. 
t Elegant Emboued ~velope, retail prlce. .....••. , •..... 3o. 
l F.lcgant Embooaea "Va!~n!lne, retail -pdce ............... 60. 
l White Plain Envelop<,. retail price ...................... le. 

The glorious image of 
Captain Robert Cross amid a 
wreath of embossed flowers, 
satin and paper lace is proba
bly from the workshop of 
Esther Howland, as it bears 

a Comic Villent1nee, (etail price ........................... 9o. 
3 \Vbit.e Envelope1, retail price ........................ ., 2-c. 
l Beantiful Valeiitl.ne Card in fancy enyelope, retail price .. 60. 

:Publilb~ by . 
M. T. COZANS, No. 122 N .. nn-at., New-York. 

New York Daily Tribune, Saturday, February 1, 1862 

all of her characteristics. The studio 
card, from a photographer in Troy, New 
York - where he volunteered the day 
Abraham Lincoln first called for troops -
shows him In his new uniform. Later, he 
fought at Bull Run. This "ultimate valen
tine ff was obviously treasured by its 
recipient, as it is by me. 

The philatelic aspect is critical in col
lecting Civil War valentines, for stamps 
and postmarks may make a piece prohib
itively expensive. The rarity factor cannot 
be overlooked, and the faking of post
marks, and loss of stamps, or other faults, 
is critical when paying top dollar. Civil 
War covers are a major category of col
lecting, and should be approached with 
knowledge - or with an expert! Designs 
such as the Soldier's Farewell and the 
Soldier's Return, popular on these 
envelopes, are reminiscent of the sailor 

motil in England, appearing throughout 
maritime and wartime history. 

So, on a glorious weekend in October, 
amid re-enactors, an encampment with 
dedicated devotees, "authentic" battles 
with cannon that looked like a movie set, 
and even a Civil War Ball, I introduced a 
receptive audience - twice - to the fact 
that Civil War soldiers did, indeed, enjoy 
the valentine spirit. Between fashion 
shows and tales of Blazer's Independent 
Union Scouts, love and romance sparkled, 
and I culminated my Civil War adventure! 
My slides and paper treasures are now 
put away, but the experience was unfor
gettable. Looking at my collection with a 
different perspective was a rewarding 
challenge, and has reinforced my concept 
of ephemera as the link to history, and to 
the people who lived it. ,,=;,,--

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR RAIL SPLIITERS! 

We have been given the opportunity to make available for 
our members copies of tbe followmg out-of-print books -
while the limited supply remains available - at a dis
counted rate. Take advantage of this opportunity while 

you can! Just send your order with a check to: 
The Rail Splitter, Post Office Box 2751 New York, NY 10044. 

• A necessary reference source - the definitive work on Llncoln illustrated 
envelopes and stationery: Abraham Lincoln Illustrated Envelopes and letter Paper /860-1865. 
James W. Milgram. Northbrook, Ill.: Northbrook Publishing Company, Inc., 1984. Now out of print, 
these are increasingly difficult to find. Profusely illustrated, cloth, 272 pages. ($60 post-paid.) 

• Prisoners· Mail from the American Civil War by Galen 0. Harrison. Cloth, 306 pages, profusely illus
trated. Published in 1997, this now scarce study is a definitive resource documenting the mailing of 
correspondence from both Union and Confederate prisons ... how it was handled, the various cancel
lations, just about everything you would need to know about covers from almost every known place 
of Incarceration. ($50 post-paid.) 

• Sanitary Fairs -A Philatelic and Historical Study of Civil War Benevolences by Alvin & Marjorie Kantor. 
Cloth, 3()4 pages, profusely illustrated. Published in 1992, this remarkable study details everything 
from the covers and stamps issued to where and when each fair was organized. Beyond a necessary 
reference source for philatelic and ephemera related to all the fairs, It provides great detail on the ori
gins of the Red Cross. ($50 post-paid.) 
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WILLIAM FRANKL.IN BERRY, ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S 

BUSINFSS PARfNER IN NEW SALEM, l1 J JNOIS 

Norman F. Boas 

W 
iUiam Franklin Berry (1811-1835) was the son of John M. 
Berry, a Presbyterian minister. He received his educa
tion at Illinois College in Jacksonville. His father lived in 
nearby Rock Creek and on occasion preached in New 
Salem. He also assisted Dr. John Allen in organizing a 

temperance society in New Salem. William Berry first met 
Abraham Lincoln when the latter arrived and settled i.n New 
Salem, lllinois in the summer of 1831. In 1832, responding to the 
Governor's call, they both enlisted In the Black Hawk War. On 
May 27, 1832, Lincoln was selected to be captain of his company 
in the 31st Regiment, Illinois Militia. Upon their discharge, 
Lincoln prepared a muster roll of the men in his company. Beny 
was listed as a 3rd corporal who enrolled on April 21, 1832, and 
was discharged on May 27, 1832 at the mouth of the Fox River, 
Illinois, the same dates as Lincoln's enlistment period. 

In the spring of 1831 the brothers, James and John Rowan 
Herndon (better known by his middle name), arrived in New 
Salem where they built a store, which they opened in the fall. 
They were cousins of Lincoln's future law partner, William H. 
Herndon. By the summer of 1832, James became disenchanted 
with his life in this small village and sold his half interest in the 
store to William F. Berry. At the time Lincoln was boarding with 
Rowan Herndon. By the end of the year, having come to trust and 
admire Lincoln and also wishing to sell his business interests, 
Rowan convinced Lincoln to purchase his half share in the store, 
receiving a promissory note in return. Thus was formed the 
Berry-Lincoln partnership in an enterprise that was destined to 
have a stormy course. Berry had no merchandising experience 
and Lincoln's only exposure was when he worked for a few 
months as a clerk 
in Denton Offut's 
store in New 
Salem the prior 
year. Lincoln 
hired William G. 
("Slicky Bill") 
Greene as a clerk 
in the store. 
Greene was 18 
years old at the 
time and had 
been in Lincoln's 
company in the 
Black Hawk War. 

The first Lincoln-Berry store in New Salem, Illinois, 
reconstructed, as seen In 2000. 

At times the store was used as a polling place in elections. 
Across the road from the Berry-Lincoln store was another 

store built in 1829 by John McNamar. He and Samuel Hill operat
ed it until 1831. It was subsequently sold to William Greene and 
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leased to Reuben Radford. For reasons unknown now the Clary 
Grove boys, roughnecks from a nearby frontier settlement, 
developed a hatred for Radford. In his absence one day, these 
men raided the Radford store, broke windows, drank his whiskey 
and trashed much of his merchandise. Terrorized and totally dis
gusted, Radford promptly offered to sell his stock of merchan
dise for $400 to anyone interested. William Greene, who was 
standing nearby, agreed to purchase it. That same day Greene 
sold the stock to Lincoln for the same price he had paid. On 
doing an lnventory of the merchandise, Lincoln determined that 
it was worth more, so offered Greene an additional $250. Lincoln 
and Berry gave Greene a promissory note for the total amount. 
Soon thereafter Lincoln and Berry moved their business to the 
former Radford store site. Having acquired the Herndon and 
Radford stores, their only significant competitor remaining in 
New Salem was Samue.l Hill with his store. 

In a deed and a mortgage note drawn up in the hand of 
Lincoln on January 15, 1833, it is recorded that Lincoln and Berry 
later bought Reuben Radford's store and land from William G. 
Greene (West half of Lot Number 15 in New Salem) for $750.00, 
$265.00 in cash, and assuming two promissory notes of Greene 
of $188.00 each. Lincoln and Berry had used their earnings as 
militiamen In the Black Hawk War to finance part of this acquisi
tion. Berry also threw in a horse, saddle and bridle for the bal
ance. In addition. Berry and Lincoln purchased the stock of 
James Rutledge's small grocery store. So evolved the Berry & 
Lincoln Store. It soon became clear that Berry had a drinking 
problem that was so severe that he could not function effectiver 
ly as a proprietor of a store. He devoted himself primarily to the 
consumption of their liquor stocks. Lincoln, on the other hand, 
preferred spending his time reading or gossiping with his neigh

The Second Lincoln-Berry store in New Salem. Illinois, 
reconstructed, as seen In 2000. 

bors and friends. 
On March 6, 
1833, they were 
issued a tavern 
license in an 
attempt to bol
ster the failing 
business. A 
license was nec
essary to sell 
single drinks, 
but not for quan
tities of liquor 
over a quart 
removed from 

the premises. Berry alone signed the bond authorizing them to 
sell single drinks of "whiskey brandies, wine, gin and rum at var
ious specified prices." 

In about June of 1860 Lincoln wrote an autobiography for 
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John L. Scripps who was preparing his campaign biography. In it 
he wrote, "Before long, strangely enough, a man offered to sell 
and did sell, to A. and another [Berry] as poor as himself, an old 
stock of goods, upon credit. They opened as merchants; and he 
says that there was the store. Of course they did nothing but get 
deeper and deeper in debt...The store winked out..." They sold 
the store to two brothers, Alexander and Martin Trent on receiv
ing a promissory note. Alexander Trent also served under 
Captain Lincoln as a corporal in the Black Hawk War. Before the 
note became due, the brothers fled the county. Berry died soon 
thereafter, leaving Lincoln with $1100 in debts that were eventu
ally all paid over a period of about 15 years. After the collapse 
of their business, on May 7, 1833, President Jackson appointed 
Lincol.n Postmaster of New Salem, a position he held until 1836. 

Because of the premature death of William F. Berry at the 
age of 24 and his propensity for drinking, very few documents 
exist bearing his signature. It was primarily for this reason that 
we have prepared this article, to present two exceedingly scarce 
examples of his handwriting. 

In 1833, the same year that their business failed, Wllliam F. 
Berry was elected Constable. On August 11th of that year, Be.rry 
posted a bond in the amount of $500.00 to the County 
Commissioners of Sangamon County as newly elected Constable 
of the County. 

Know all by these presents that we William F. Berry, Bowling 
Green & John Armstrong are held and firmly bound unto the County 
Commissioners of Sangamon County in the full sum of Five hun
dred dollars lawful money of the United States for the payment of 
which we bond ourselves our heirs and assigns firmly by these pre• 
sents sealed with our seals and dated the 11th day of August 1833. 
Now the condition of this obligation is such that whereas the said 
William F. Berry has been elected Constable of Sangamon County, 
Now should the said William F. Berry use and Truly execute all pre
cepts put into his hands from time to time pay over all monies put 
into his hands & do perform all other duties required of him by Law 
then this obligation to be void otherwise to remain in full force ... 

It was signed by William F. Berry, Bowling Green, John 

William F. Berry's bond as Constable of Sangamon 
County, August 11, 1833, signed by William F. 

Berry, Bowling Green & John (" Jack") Armstrong. 

(" Jack") Armstrong 
and Charles Reynolds 
Matheny, as Clerk of 
the County Commis
sioners Court of 
Sangamon County. 
Green was a close 
friend of Lincoln in 
New Salem, who 
stayed in the Green 
home at a time that 
he was grieving over 
the death ol Ann 
Rutledge. It is of inter
est to note here that 
William Berry was 
one of two suitors 
rejected by Ann 
Rutledge, the other 
being Samuel Hill 
Armstrong was the 

leader of the Clary Grove boys. He is most remembered for the 
famed wrestling match that he and Lincoln had soon after 
Lincoln's arrival in New Salem. Although It appears that the 
match ended in a draw, Lincoln won the respect and an enduring 
friendship with Armstrong, his family, and the Clary Grove boys. 

On March 15, 1834, ,-------------, 
Charles R. Matheny, Clerk, ~cca-°;z;:7 ~~ e.,,, , 
in a partly printed hand
written document ordered 
Sheriff J. D. Henry to exe
cute a summons to 
Zachariah Clary, Mary 
Clary, Bide Grant, and 
Telmon Hornbuckle to 
appear in Sangamon 
County Circuit Court. 
William F. Berry, as consta
ble, wrote a statement that 
the serving of a summons 
was executed on April 21, 
[ 1834] by James Shepherd, 
C.S.C., listing his expense 
account. He wrote on the 
verso of the summons, 
dated March 15, 1834, 

WIiiiam F. Berry C.S.C. signs a statement 
that the serving of a summons was execut
ed on April 21, 1834 by James Shepherd, 

C.S.C., !!sting his expense account. 

"Executed April 21 / Service 100 / Travel 24 ms 150 / Returning 
12_ I 2.62_ / James Shepherd/ By Wm F Berry, CSC." 

On at least two occasions, Constable William Berry's home 
was used as a voting place. On May 5, 1834, Lincoln, as Election 
Clerk, prepared the returns of an election held there to select a 
sheriff and on October 27, 1834, he prepared returns of another 
election held in Berry's house at which a Representative was 
selected for Congress. Berry died only a year later at the age of 
24, the same year as Ann Rutledge. ,e-,, 
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ffi
en we hear the name George McClellan, we think of the famed Civil War general and 1864 Democratic Presidential noml
ee. But there was another George B. McClellan• George, Jr.! George B. McClellan, Jr., born in 1865, enjoyed quite an illus
rious public career himself. He was a delegate to all the Democratic State and National Conventions from 1890-1903, a U.S. 

Congressman from 1895-1903, and a Professor of economic history at Princeton. He was also Mayor of the country's largest 
city, New York City, from 1903-10 and a Democratic Presidential hopeful in 1904. He served in the military in World War One 
and then resumed his teaching career until his death in 1940. He is burled in 

Arlington National Cemetery. Presented here is an array of political campaign buttons, rib
bons, and even a postcard pertaining to his New York City mayoral races - just a fraction 
of an impressive assemblage that took years to bring together and is now being dispersed. 
Most campaign items !or "Junior" remain available - the exception being some larger, more 
graphic buttons and ribbons. 

m 
Five Reasons to Consign to Historical Collectible Auctions 

(prices realized from our June 19th auction) 

I. Lincoln ALS June 27, 1853 
2. T.J. Jackson AJbumen 
3. Hiram Berdan ALS 
4. Lincoln Hamlin Flag 
5. Letter by Rebecca Gratz 

$23,000 
$17,225 
$12,000 
$ 7,700 
$ 3,750 

-..... .. 
··~ . ;--, 

~= 
:~:!l 
~:.i 

' -

Historical Collectible Auctions 
24 NW Court Square Suite 201 

Graham NC 27253 
ph 336-570-2803 fax 336-570-2748 

WWW .HCAAUCTIONS.COM 

Call Today For Consignment Details 

We Produce Six Auctions Annually 
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LETTERS 
~EDITOR 

Gentlemen: 

Two years ago when that Lincoln endorsement regarding a 
promotion for Berdan (See: From the Publisher, last Issue) was 
advertised at that Ohio auction, I warned an Ohio Civil War deal
er not to go near it - that it was "wrong." 

Yes, I saw the bad "t's," but really what initially tipped me off 
was the wording. Lincoln never used more words than he had to 
in order to make his point. Had It been Lincoln writing this, he 
never would have used that long-winded introduction ... he would 
have started right in by saying "Col. Berdan should have a com
mission as Brig. General .. ." 

Best Regards, 
Barb Pengelly 
Lifetime Registered Dealer Member of the UACC (#141) 

+ 
Dear Rail Splitter, 

Thanks for the excellent article by Geoffrey Perret. whose 
biography of Eisenhower is one I frequently consuJt and quote 
from. Perret recounted the vicissitudes of the pen used by 
Lincoln to sign the Emancipation Proclamation. There is anoth
er Lincoln pen of considerable interest, the one he used to sign 
the act emancipating the slaves in the District of Columbia, 
signed 16 ApriJ 1862. The pen, with an interesting provenance, 
was sold here at Christie's on 7 December 1990, for a very 
respectable sum: $77,000. In case it Is of interest to readers, here 
is the catalogue entry: 

[LINCOLN, ABRAHAM, President]. "The Pen of Liberty," being 
the pen-holder and pen nib in wooden case, reportedly used by 
Lincoln to sign the Act of Emancipation of the District of 
Columbia slaves, 16 April 1862, the pen consisting of turned 
clear lacquered handle of wood (cedar?) with steel mounting for 
the nib bearing a stamped French manufacturer's cartouche 
"Blanzy, Poure & Cle," the pen 150mm. (5 7/8in.) long; with a 
steel nib inserted stamped "Bainbridge & Co., New York"; 
enclosed in brass-hinged wooden pen case, with a shaped recep
tacle for the pen, movable brass clasp, the upper lid with early 
decorative painted label in gilt and black "The Pen of Liberty," 
the nib holder with some spotting or corrosion of the metal. 

The Pen Which Lincoln Used To Sign The Emancipation Of 
The Capital's Slaves 

The emancipation of the slaves in the District of Columbia was 
accomplished by "An Act for the release of certain persons held 
to service, or labor in the District of Columbia," passed at the 

15 

strong urging of the anti-slavery group in Congress and signed by 
the President on 16 April 1862. A controversial legislative act, it 
prefigured the Emancipation Proclamation (drafted by Lincoln in 
September and signed 1 January 1863). The bill set up a board 
of commissioners charged with appraising the slaves of loyal cit
izens, who were to be compensated for the loss at not more than 
$300 per head. That same day, Lincoln appointed J. G. Berret, 
former Washington Mayor, and Daniel R. Goodloe as commis
sioners. At Lincoln's request, the bill made provision for 
steamship tickets to be awarded freed slaves for passage to 
Liberia or Haiti, shouJd they desire it. 

The day it was signed Into law, Lincoln sent a message to 
Congress proclaiming "I have never doubted that the constitu
tional authority of Congress to abolish slavery in this District, 
and I have ever desired to see the national capital freed from the 
institution ... Hence there has never been, in my mind, any ques
tion upon the subject. except the one of expediency ... " (Lincoln, 
Collected Works, ed. R. P. Basler, v, p. 192). Lincoln's desire to end 
slavery in the District of Columbia may be documented at least 
as far back as 3 March 1837, on which day he and Dan Stone, a 
fellow member of the Illinois Legislature, presented to the Illinois 
General Assembly a memorandum which asserted that Congress 
"has the power, under the Constitution, to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia." but '"that power ought not to be exercised 
unless at the request of the people of said District'" (ibid., i, p. 74-
75). In 1849, in the House of Representatives, Lincoln prepared, 
but did not introduce, a measure abolishing slavery in the 

Capital district, explaining later that he had reluctantly conclud
ed there was insufficient support for its passage at that time 
(ibid. ii, p. 20-23). 

In March 1862, writing to Horace Greeley, Lincoln confessed 
that "I am a little uneasy about the abolishment of slavery in this 
District, not but I would be glad to see it abolished, but as to the 

continued, next page 
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time and manner or doing it.. I would like the bill to have three 
features - gradual - compensation - and vote of the people ... " 
(ibid., v, 169). A Lincoln biographer summed up the signilicance 
of the Iegislatlon: "This act of Congress and the President was 
one of many laws, decisions, new precedents, that by percussion 
and abrasion, by erosion and attrition, were opening up gaps in 
the legal status of slavery, wearing down its props and bulwarks" 
(C. Sandburg, Abraham Lincoln, p. 317). 

THE WADE PROVENANCE 
Inside the case, pasted to the inside of the upper lid, is a 

fragment of an Autograph Letter Signed from Benjamin F. Wade 
to an unidentified recipient (the name cut away), with the date of 
16 April 1865 added in another hand, reading: "I send as you 
request, the pen which President Lincoln signed the blll, emanci
pating the slaves in the District of Columbia. B. F. Wade." 

The Pen's provenance is thereby tied to one of the most col
orful and controversial figures in the Senate during the turbulent 
1860s. Benjamin Franklin Wade (1800-1878), born and educated in 
Springfield, Mass., went west to Ohio in 1821, where he studied 
law and gained admission to the bar in 1827-28. Elected to the 
State Senate in 1837, he became identified with outspoken anti
slavery factions and opposed to the passage of a stringent fugitive 
slave law in Ohio. In 1851, Wade was elected senator from Ohio 
and was twice reelected (as a Republican) and served until 1869. 

In the Senate, Wade rapidly becan1e a leader of the anti-slav
ery forces; he strongly advocated the 1852 attempt to repeal the 
Fugitive Slave Law, denounced the Kansas-Nebraska Act, and as 
a member of the Senate Committee of Thirteen, voted against the 
Crittenden Compromise proposals in December 1860 (apparent
ly after consultation with Lincoln, then President-elect). During 
the War, "Wade became one of the most belligerent men in 
Congress" (DAB). Allied with the Radical Republican faction in 
Congress, he favored severe punltive measures against the 
South, including confiscation of Confederate leaders' property 
and the emancipation of their slaves, and disagreed vehemently 
with Lincoln's Reconstruction plan as announced in December 
1863. He and Senator Henry W. Davis prepared a counter-pro
posal, the Wade-Davis plan, maintaining that Reconstruction was 
the province of Congress, not the Executive. The Bill, passed by 
Congress in July 1864, was only checked by Lincoln's pocket 
veto. Wade initially supported Salmon P. Chase as a candidate 
for the Presidency in the 1864 election, but at the last hour 
switched his support to President Lincoln. Wade's eventful 
career continued after Johnson took office and In December 1865 
Wade submitted a bill calling for the enfranchisement of Blacks 
in the District of Columbia. Elected President Pro-Tempore of the 
Senate on 2 March 1867, Wade would have succeeded to the 
presidency had Johnson's impeachment been accomplished. 
Still driven by presidential aspirations, he sought a place as 
Grant's running-mate in 1868. 

Keep up the great work! 

Sincerely, 
Chris Coover, Christie's 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

Thanks for a great publication! The amount of information 
provided is truly amazing - you guys are providing a valuable 
service. 

I notice that, from time to time, you have reported on the 
sale of autographed letters of Robert Todd Lincoln in which he 
attempts to answer questions about his famous father. I know 
that father and son were not as close as they could have been, 
but I wonder if Robert ever considered writing his own book 
about President Lincoln. He obviously was in a prime position to 
do so, and it seems sort of a shame that he never took the oppor
tunity to "set the record straight" ... or did he? His remlniscences 
50 years after-the-fact are fascinating, but their reliability is sus
pect. Are you aware of any unpublished manuscripts of his? 

Sincerely, 
Edward Fields 

(~: Despite a public life of professional promlnence - both 
in the private sector and with government posts - Robert Todd 
Lincoln sought a measure of privacy and seldom spoke publicly 
on his family. His reticence is understandable given the tragedy 
that befell his father, early deaths for each or his siblings, and the 
fact he was forced to have his mother committed later in life. 
Couple this with the opportunists who no doubt plagued his 
every step, one can understand his reservations. There are no 
known manuscripts of a biographical nature - published or 
unpublished. Robert Lincoln's papers, part of the HUnois State 
Historical holding, have been "mined" by numerous scholars 
over the years. Had anything been found of a substantive quali
ty, it no doubt would have been pubUshed. Robert occasionally 
wrote on political campaigns, candidates and issues he support
ed. He would speak before various audiences including at his 
alma mater, Harvard, but rarely discussed his father in great 
depth. He gave an address in Galesburg, IL, October 7, 1896, at 
the 38th anniversary of the Lincoln-Douglas debate in that city 
(privately published in 1921, Monaghan #2514), and did recall 
several anecdotes, but even his personal correspondence fails to 
provide much revelatory insight. In recent years, a number of let
ters from Robert Lincoln to Frederick Hill Meserve have come 
onto the market. Part of a large archive from the Norm 
Flayderman collection, these missives sometimes provide recol
lections and stories about his father ... but Robert never commit
ted to paper a "Daddy Dearest" tome.] 

Dear Rail Splitter. 

Seeing the story on "the earliest mention of Lincoln" in a 
newspaper brought to mind a question that's bothered me for a 
while. I understand Lincoln, during the election of 1840, pub
lished a pro-Wllliam Henry Harrison campaign newspaper called 
"The Old Soldier." rve seen plenty of examples of Greeley's "The 
Log Cabin", not to mention dozens of obscure campaign news
papers of the period, but I have never seen a copy of Lincoln's 
paper. Just how rare are they? Is Lincoln listed on the masthead 
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as the "Editor" (or did he use a pseudonym, as he was wont to 
do during his early career)? Are there any current auction 
records? Thanks. 

A. Kruppel 
San Jose, CA 

[EwtQrs.: We checked with the large institutional collections like
ly to have such a rarity, and learned the only extant examples are 
found at: The Library of Congress (three issues - Feb. 15, Ap. 15, 
May 1); The American Antiquarian Society (one issue - May I) 
and Illinois Historical (an extensive run covering most of Feb. 15 
through Sept. 23). This campaign organ was published in 

Springfield as a semi-monthly - mostly on the 1st and 15th of 
each month - with a few Irregular issues, by Simeon J. Francis & 
Co., and was edited by a "Whig General Committee." The collec
tion in Springfield does not include the first issue ... which might 
have included Lincoln's name, but he is found as an Elector on 
the printed tickets (no ... these are not ballots as they are not 
actually used as such, but rather tickets that listed the slate of 
candidates). These listings with Lincoln were included in most of 
the issues. As to his true role, we expect that he contributed to 
the journal but was far from the Editor. He most likely wrote 
under a nom de plume. 

By the way ... in making our search, we found more than live 
dozen different campaign newspaper titles published around the 
country, each In support of a party/candidate during the expler 
sive political race or 1840. For those who are interested, the 
definitive resource for collectors of such political ephemera is: 
The People's Voice - An Annotated Bibliography of American 
Presidential Campaign Newspapers, 1828-1984, compiled by 
William Miles. (Greenwood Press, 1987) 

As to auction records for this paper, we could not source a 
single example ever being sold! As to value and what it might 
command, this is, of course, an imprecise science ... but.. here are 
the factors to consider: non-graphic, "content" newspapers have 
but a limited following; Lincoln is not detailed in print save for as 
an 1840 Elector; still ... it is an early Lincoln-association political 
item and certainly a "Holy Grail" piece for those seeking a copy. 
Our best guess - It would realize $750 to $1,000 in an auction.] 

+ 
Dear Rail Splitter. 

The most recent issue has inspired me to make two com
ments. On page 21, there is mention of Thomas Lowry, a promi
nent Minnesotan. When I interned at Minneapolis General, his 

grandson, Thomas Lowry, MD, was medical director. At his 
request, I changed my name for a year, to avoid confusion, but 
my diploma, signed by Thomas Lowry, MD was made out to my 
real name, Thomas Lowry, MD. 

On page 2 there is discussion of a document purported to 
urge a general's commission for Hiram Berdan. Close study of 
the Civil War gives another reason why Berdan was never nomi
nated for a generalship. Berdan was court-martialed several 
times, for charges such as cowardice, avoiding battle, AWOL and 
witness tampering. He was a fine organizer, but avoided every actu
al battle. (My wife and I have read every Civil War court-martial.) 

By the way, a small error in your delightful publication [Re: 
"The Lincolnphile"]. The cemetery next to the Soldier's Home is 
the US National Cemetery. My great-uncle is buried there. 
Arlington National Cemetery is 25 miles to the south, in Virginia. 

Thomas P. Lowry 
Woodbridge, VA 

Misattribution ... or undervalued relic? 
Do you know? 

We have always referred to this embossed mourning 
Item as the wclasslc tombstone card." Slightly larger 
than a CDV, -- - -- l 
measuring 3 1/2 

x 5", the raised tomb-
stone element is 
detailed: In Memory of 
Abraham Lincoln, 
President of the United 
States ... Requiescat in 
Pace! Now ... we have 
had quite a few exam
ples over the years -
always estimating its 
value at about 
$100-159. From time to 
time, however, we see 
an example cataloged 
elsewhere with the 
additional provenance: 
"These cards were 
passed out at Lincoln's funeral In the East Room of the 
White House and were given to dignitaries who boarded 
the funeral train." With this citation, the estimate is 
placed at $500-750-wlth examples selling for upwards of 
$800. Here's the problem: we have NEVER seen anything 
to suggest where these originated. And, given the number 
that seem to remain extant, have to question the attribu
tion. They are fabulous, touching tributes of the period. 
But. .. are they as wgood as all that?" We would love to 
hear from anyone who might know U there Is any truth to 
this oft repeated history! 
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Fakes, Forgeries, Fantasy Pieces ... 

A PAIR OF PLATES AND PRICE POINTS! 

T
his lovely dinner plate, by A. Haviland, part of the Limoge porcelain state service made for President Lincoln in 1861, measures 
9 3/8" in diameter. A prohibitive relic, an example in brilliant condition (most extant examples show extensive damage and/or 
repairs) came up in a Christie's manuscript sale with a come hither estimate of just $4-6,000. 
Discussions prior to the auction left us with the belief that it was really worth $10-12,000. 
It sold to a telephone bidder for $22,000 plus the 19.5% buyer's premium. Well... we all 
know a single auction record does not make a "price point" - a predictable level by 

which future examples should sell. You can imagine our surprise when we found another 
example, in even better condition, come up but lour weeks later in a Sotheby's decora• 
tive furnishings sale. And, once again, the estimate was but $4-6,000. This example sold 
for exactly the same amount! Now ... either someone is trying to run the market... or ... 
these two sales now reflect an accurate price. The plates depict an eagle clutching a lau
rel branch, arrows, and banderole reading£ Pluribus Unum. As described in the catalog, 
the "Solferino" or "Royal Purple" service was ordered by First Lady Mary Lincoln from 
E.V. Haughwout & Co. in May of 1861 during a shopping visit to New York City to purchase 
furnishings for the White House. "Solferino," a rich puce color, had been made fashionable 
by the French in about 1859, and Mrs. Lincoln perpetuated the vogue by employing it liber
ally in the interior decoration of the Executive Mansion. The service was delivered to the 
White House on September 2, 1861, and numbered 658 pieces, including a dinner service of 190 
pieces, a dessert service of 208 pieces, and a breakfast and tea service of 260 pieces. The total cost 
was $3,195. Following President Johnson's arrival at the White House, it was decided that replacements for 
this service must be purchased, and in January, 1866, Haughwout received an order for 499 additional pieces which were supplied at 
a cost of $2,061. It has been speculated that the decoration on these pieces may have been hand painted by Edward Lycett, the most 
renowned American china painter of his day. Retaining its popularity, pieces for this service were reordered during the administration 
of Presidents Ulysses S. Grant in 1873 and Chester A. Arthur in 1884. These pieces bear a red-printed Haviland & Co. and retailer's mark. 
A number of souvenir plates were made for popular consumption at the time of the U.S. Centennial celebration in 1876, distinguish
able by their printed mark: Administration Abraham Lincoln. [For a more comprehensive discussion of the "Solferino" service, see Margaret 
Brown Klathor, Official White House China, pp. 82-92, and Marian Klamkin, White House China, pp. 70·73.] 
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Rail Splinters 
~ ~ccasionally, we en~ounter 
~ items that constitute a 
mystery and leave us "in the dark." 
The badge pictured here qualifies. It 
consists of an eagle hanger from which 
is suspended a brass and glass lantern 
measuring 7 /8" in height. The lantern 
has an amber glass globe. There are no 
markings whatsoever. The eagle hang
er is evidence that the item might have 
been political in nature. Hangers of ..___-"",_ 
this type were used extensively on political badges in the mid-to
late 19th century. The lantern looks a great deal like those car
ried by the Lincoln Wide Awake marchers. Is it possible this 
badge was worn by supporters of Abraham Lincoln in 1860? Or, 
is it a fraternal badge of some sort, perhaps worn by firemen or 
railroad workers - two professions in which lanterns play a part 
(although this lantern does not look like any railroad or fire 
engine lantern we've seen). If any of our readers can "shed light" 
on this item, please pass your information along. 

~ Rail Splitter Tom Lapsley of Fairview, Oregon was kind 
enough to forward a copy of the October 2003 issue of 

This Old House magazine. It features a two-bedroom Gothic 
Revival cottage located in Princeton, Illinois, priced at $95,000. 
The house was built in 1850 for newlyweds Angela and Dr. 
Solomon Paddock. Three different families have owned the house 
in the intervening time. The first floor contains a dining room, sit
ting room, study, servant's quarters, kitchen, pantry, bathroom, 
plus porches on three sides. Upstairs are two bedrooms. All told, 
there is 1,600 square feet of living space, not including a large par

tially finished base
ment. Sounds like a 
good deal, but there's 
more ... the house has a 
history! Following a 
Republican rally on July 
4, 1856, the Paddocks 
invited a local politician 
by the name of 
Abraham Lincoln over 

for a bite to eat. According to the article, a ·'daguerreotype" of 
Lincoln was taken shortly after their convivial celebration which 
appears to be the "tousled hair" portrait by Hesler (not a dag, but 
realtors don't know these thingsO So, while Lincoln didn't sleep 
there, he did partake in a meal in the dining room (since convert
ed into a parlor). Maybe the new owner can charge guests a fee for 
the privilege of eating in the "Lincoln Dining Room!" 

~ Lincoln was not known to consume alcoholic bev-
~ erages (and no one could have faulted him if he 
did!). Accordingly, temperance advocates have claimed our 
16th president as one of their own. We have seen an 1860 

political cam
paign cover tout
ing Lincoln as 
the "Cold Water 
Candidater as 
well as a memor
ial ribbon issued 
by the Sons of 
Temperance. 
Add to the mix a 

I 
.(lh.,,,/ .... t. ... a,'~!,u(~I~ 

b'(,111U.,, ... cti1Dbtlox:katill..t 
l)~Tl!nltt,e, and 1Nm atUl:nt or 
V'ria.11: .,...y1':e •'Im .. 

pledge certificate engraved by the National Bank Note 
Company of New York. The certificate, recently found at an 
ephemera show, pictures Lincoln, Taghanic F'alls and a bushel 
of corn (don't they make corn whiskey from that?). It is 
detailed: "Lincoln Temperance Association. 'We Are Coming 
Father Abra'am Three Hundred Thousand More.· I hereby 
pledge myself to abstain from the use of all intoxicating bever
ages and from selling or giving away same." Lincoln, of course, 
did sell liquor during his New Salem days, in a "grocery" co
owned with William Berry. After that, he got respectable and 
"signed the pledge!" 

~ Acrostics are common literary forms that have been 
~ with us for centuries. They are often seen in liturgical 
and religious texts. In an acrostic, the first letter of each line, 
viewed vertically, forms a well-recognized word or proper name. 

In 1865, in the immedi- ~------------~ 
ate aftermath of the 
tragedy in Washington. 
a Jewish author and 
publisher of the 
Louisville Times, Isaac 
Goldstein, (who signed 
this work "Isaac 
Goldstein the Levite") 
wrote a Lincoln acrostic 
in Hebrew. It is very sim
ilar in tone and word 
usage to prayers and 
psalms in Jewish prayer 
books used each 
Sabbath. IL starts off 
"Happy are you Lincoln. 
Who is like unto thee! 
You are exalted among 
Kings and Princes ... " It is 
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possible this paean was recited for a short period following the 
president's assassination. Lincoln would no doubt have felt 
uncomfortable with this adulation, but members of the synagogue 
probably viewed it as "no big megilla!" (translation: not a big deal). 
For those trying to identify the letters that spell Lincoln's name, 
remember: in Hebrew, the written word is read from right to left. 
Lincoln's name runs down the right-hand column. This treasure -
of both early American Judaica and Lincolniana - was sent in by 
Rail Splitter Joe Freedman of Philadelphia. 

~ A lot of unusual objects find their way onto eBay. 
~ Typically, the sellers have litUe expertise in the 
items they offer. Most make no warranties as to authenticity and 

continued, next page 
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Splinters, cont. 
little is offered in the way of useful information. One often has 
just the scans to go by. A most unusual and attractive 1864 
Lincoln campaign badge was recently offered on this internet 
venue. The listing party, residing in California, was acting as 
agent for the owner. According to her, he had purchased the item 
approximately thirty years ago from the estate of a collector. The 

estate contained Civil War memorabilia 
as weU as the Lincoln badge - which the 
vendors assured him was authentic. 
Needless to say, such an assurance is 
meaningless and nothing short of a phys
ical examination would suffice in deter
mining legitimacy. In format, the item 
conforms to presidential campaign 
badges of the period. A paper photo
graph of Lincoln is housed in a large size 
(26 x 32 mm.) gem frame, suspended 
from an American flag ribbon, with an 
eagle hanger at the top. In analyzing this 

~------~ item in person, we determined the fol
lowing: 1) the eagle hanger 
had some age to it and may 
possibly date from 1864, 2) 
the copper frame also was 
consistent with an 1864 
date, 3) the ribbon was 
made of silk, not cotton, and 
did not have the coarse 
weave of ribbons normally 
encountered-it also extend
ed the full length of the 
badge-starting at the very 
bottom of the badge, as 
against being held in place at 
the very top and 4) the pho
tograph was not an albu-

.__ __________ ____, men. This discrepancy was 

the most disturbing. Although salt prints were used in campaign 
badges in 1860, albumen photographs were the only type of 
paper photographs "in currency" in 1864. This particular photo, 
based upon a portrait taken by Alexander Gardner in August 
1863, was similar to an albumen. First off, it was an actual pho
tograph-not a color photocopy, mechanically reproduced (off
set) or digital image. Also, like original albumens, it consisted of 
a thin sheet of photographic paper affixed to a cardboard mount 
and cul to size. These were all good signs. A close examination 
revealed that the photographic paper lacked the texture of an 
albumen. Instead. it was relatively smooth with a mat finish char
acterized by random dimples or a textured pattern. In addition, 
the color was not the typical sepia tone, but contained shades of 
violet. It did appear to have been produced specifically for inser
tion in a gem frame of this size, as the oval portrait of Lincoln 
matched perfectly the oval opening of the frame. This aspect of 
its "production" was out of the ordinary for badges of this peri
od and, ironically, argued against its being real. As much as we 
wanted this piece to be real, there were too many things about it 
that just "weren't right" - most damning of all being the type of 
photograph used. Our conclusion was that the piece was 
"assembled" fairly recently using some original components and 

some replacement parts. The item was returned to the seller and 
a refund issued. Still, this was an item that cowd fool many, 
including the so-called experts! 

~ Every year, American r.: 
... Heritage magazine does -:,:..1 

a feature on the most "overrated and 
underrated" in a wide range of historical, 
cultural, entertainment and journalistic 
areas. Each selection is commented 
upon by an expert in the field. As an 
example, the most overrated philosopher 
for 2003 is Woody Allen. The most under
rated is W.C. Fields ("Never give a sucker 
an even break!") We detect a "tongue-in
cheekn element to some of these selec
tions. In the area of photography, the 
most underrated photograph selected 
was one that we, as Rail Splitters, are 
quite familiar with - namely, the image of 
Lincoln's funeral cortege approaching 
Union Square, NY. In this amazing pho
tograph best described as a "coinci
dence of history," typically seen as a 
stereoview. two litUe boys appear in the 
second floor window of 849 Broadway. 
They were six-year old Theodore 
Roosevelt and his younger brother 
Elliott, future father of Eleanor. The 
brothers had locked Teddy's future wife Edith Kermit Carow in a 
back bedroom for having had the effrontery to cry. (fhe small 
portion of the extensive street scene showing the boys at the 
window is pictured here.) 

~ Speaking of great stereoview images, Rail Splitter 
... Michael Griffith sent us a copy of one featuring 

President Andrew Johnson and Secretary of the Navy Gideon 
Welles. The photograph shows the two in a relaxed moment on 
someone's porch In Auburn, NY (we believe the homeowner to 
have been none other than William H. Seward). Shortly after this 
picture was taken, General Grant joined the two executives, and 
the trio was photographed together. In August 1866, President 
Johnson toured the country in a "swing around the circle", try
ing to appeal to the public for support of his reconstruction poli-

cies. Many speeches and dinners were given, from St. Louis to 
Philadelphia. The ephemera that one can collect from this event 
(not totally unprecedented, as Andrew Jackson toured the New 
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England states in 1833 ln company of Vice-President Van Buren 
and Secretary of War Lewis Cass) is quite varied, running the 
gamut from medals to menus. Johnson did have his supporters 
within the administration (Grant served as acting Secretary of 
War following the extra-legal dismissal of Stanton), many of 
whom accompanied the controversial president. Outdoor views 
of this type, from this period, are very rare and quite special. 
There are perhaps five known for Lincoln (two outside his 
Springfield home, one at Independence Hall, one at Gettysburg, 
and one at his Second Inaugural). Another great one of Johnson 
shows him in the reviewing stand at the Grand Review of the 
Army of the Potomac, with Grant and Stanton as co-spectators. 
We recently saw a photo of Frederick Douglass at an outdoor 
abolition rally from the 1850s which was really special. Not of the 
same magnitude, though quite interesting, was a stereoview 
recently offered on eBay showing Horace Greeley speaking at a 
Grant for President rally in Brattleboro, Vermont in 1868. These 
historical photographs certainly give a sense of immediacy that 
is unobtainable otherwise. 

~ In the last Rail Splitter auction, lot #799 included a 
- 12 x 16" contact print of Lincoln which we were 

unable to identify. Rail Splitter Garry Greenberg sent us a photo
copy of a cabinet card of the exact same portrait, along with a 
copy of the detailed notes on the verso ... providing the other
wise "lost to historyn information on its origin! The photograph 
is of a painting executed by New Englander William Morris Hunt 
in 1865. The painting was commissioned by Boston engravers 
Doll and Richards, intended for distribution by popular sub
scription. Massachusetts Governor John A. Andrew wrote to 

Mrs. Lincoln for her permission and 
"Pendell", a door-keeper at the White House 
of the same height as Lincoln, was sent to 
Boston to serve, clad in the clothes of the 
dead President, as model for the portrait. (a 
little creepy, we admit!) Although the work 
was completed, the parties mutually decided 
to annul the contract and negotiations to 
purchase the painting by the State of 
Massachusetts fell through when legislators 

~---~--. couldn't agree on an appro-
~ "'-- ,;,,,c;,~/ ~ priation. The painting 

D,. -4. - //~ ;-f remained in Hunt's studio 
"' "'it"' ,_ ~ -JJ..J: until 1872 when it was 11-¼- ,,,.,,,. 1;,,. If , _ 
1 ... ,, ~A. ... destroyed by fire. The 

.nl"" J>.W'>'?- artist created a copy in 
,., ~ '_,1_~ .... - i~7'!. - 1866 I th h d d ,, •. : ,(!YT,~- 1 • • - o just e ea an 

shoulders of Lincoln 
B7 ~ •• which, we believe, has 

survived. Accordingly, 
these photographs are the only remaining visual evi

dence of this painting done shortly after Lincoln's death. 
Knowing the origin, we can now view the picture in a totally dif
ferent light. The pose struck does indeed remind us of a door
keeper. We can easily imagine the subject declaring "The 
President will see you now!" With apologies to the Addams 
Family, why don't we designate this the "Lurch Portrait" of 
Lincoln? 
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~ As demonstrated in previous journals, vintage news-
papers are a valuable source of information and are 

a key element of "primary source materials." Early American 
History Auctions recently sold a copy of the September 6, 1861 
issue of the New York Herald which was distinctive by virtue of 
a front-page story: a confirmation of the reported "Death of 
Jefferson Davis - the Rebel Flags at Hall-Mast throughout the 
South. Sketch of Alexander H. Stephens, & c." President Davis 
had some serious ailments that developed as a consequence of 
his service in the Mexican War. There, he was wounded in the 
foot and developed an ocular disease that incapacitated him 
from time to time, making exposure to sunlight very painful. This 
report, pieced together from rumors that were circulating and 
circumstantial observations, typifies the poor state of journal
ism at the time. It is hard to find an analogy to what must have 
been quite an event: news of the President of the Confederacy, 
early in the war, dying ... at least as reported in a major, metro
politan paper. This is a story we never heard and have to wonder 
how long before it was debunked. Needless to say, the reports of 
Davis' death were greatly exaggerated! 

~ Speaking of newspaper discoveries, Marc Pompeo, a 
?Jt.;:9 historian working with Rail Splitter Timothy Hughes 
(the leading national dealer in vintage newspapers), was kind 
enough to send us a New York Times article he discovered from 
July 21, 1865. The page-two article reports the whereabouts of 
Lincoln's legendary log cabin, then on display for the first time 
in Boston: "Much has been said .-------------.. 
by the Western press, of late, con- q. Jdo. ..ii ,;...., J"""11, Jnb ... ,..,. 
cerning the log cabin once occu
pied by Abraham Lincoln on the 
prairies of Illinois. The veritable 
fabric has at last reached our 
city, and is on exhibition on the 
parade-ground of the Common." 
The cabin was built by Lincoln 
and John Hanks, who is 
described as an exuberant first
hand source - "who, although sil
very with age, manifests the elas
ticity and vigor of a man at forty. 
He will point out to you one of 
the celebrated rails which he 
knows Abe split, and which 
formed a portion of the fence 
around the elder Lincoln's farm, 
the mate to which realized so 
handsomely at the recent 
Chicago fair ... • The structure, 
built by thirty-two logs held 
together by "six rough, unhewn 
joists," was erected in Macon County, Ill., and housed the Lincoln 
family for two years following their removal from Indiana. The 
authenticity of the cabin on display is verified in a letter from 
Richard J. Oglesby, Governor of Illinois, who writes: "If the cabin 
you now have is the one you pointed out to me in the Spring of 
1860, when you were collecting the Lincoln rails, I cheerfully 
state that I am certain it is the one built by Mr. Lincoln." The 

continued, next page 
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exhibition of what would become an ever more mythic cabin was 
incredibly exciting in 1865, as it surely would be today. The 
Times reports "a wonder if ever in the world's history there went 
out from so humble a roof a man Justly entitled to so much 
homage and respect, and who was elevated to such an exalted 
position as he who once made these walls his only abode." 

~ The emergence of eBay and exponential growth In 
- - -- the number of Americana auctions has expanded 
the market for Llncolniana. Collectors are being exposed to 
items that have never been seen at auction. This is a welcome 
phenomenon as long as the material is authentic, but that isn't 

always the case. In addition 
to the plethora of out-and
out fakes (reprints, laser 
copies, and the like), we 
have noticed many non
period campaign items. On 
no occasion have we seen 
these being represented as 

-..--1111!1 reproductions, whkh is 
cause for concern. Although 
their origin is unclear, there 
is no doubt they were NOT 
produced in the 1860s. To 
paraphrase Rod Serllng, we 
"offer for your considera
tion" the following item: a 
Lincoln portrait flag. As with 
reproductions in general, Its 
true nature is self-evident. It 
does not appear like accept
ed, authentic examples. The 

workmanship and quality of printing is poor. Lettering is applied 
using rubber stamps - not a standard practice in 1864. The flag 
stick is not of the type produced in the 1860s and the fringe is an 

anachronistic touch. These and other Items of their Uk were like
ly produced for the Centennial celebration in 1909, marketed to 
a public enamored with the Lincoln legend. Their nature might 
have been obvious at the time but, not being marked reproduc
tions, has diffused over the years. So, despite being almost 100 
years old, it is not in "the twilight zone," but clearly quali!Jes as 
a reproduction. Be aware! 

- Robert Todd Lincoln's home, Hildene, in 
• Manchester, VT is hosting a special historical exhib

it, beginning June 1, 2004. "Vermont and the North Shire in the 
Civil War: The Common Experience of Uncommon Valor" will 
detail the history of the "Equinox Guards." This volunteer regi
ment was formed at the start of the --------
War, in response to President 
Lincoln's call for volunteers after the '"jilfJen;_ 
fall of Sumter. Quoting their press 
release: "The recruits trained for 
weeks and then finally, amid much 
fanfare, mw·ched to the train depot 
and traveled on to the front. This is the 
story of the 97 boys who joined the 
Union cause in the late summer and 
early fall of 1861... The boys of 
Manchester marched off to war as the 
'Equinox Guards' and became 
Company E of the 5th Vermont 
Regiment. The majority of them did not see the one-year anniver
sary of their service. For many, the war came to an end before they 
fired their first bullet. They would experience profound change as 
they witnessed their childhood friends succumb to disease, lie dead 
in the carnage on the battlefield, and experience theretofore 
unimaginable wounds... Vermont as a whole suffered dispropor
tionately high casualties for the Union cause [and the 5th 
Vermont]. .. went on to suffer the highest rate of casualties of any 
Vermont regiment." For further details, visit: www.hildene.org. 

THE ASSASSINATION OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN: 
THE TWENTY BOOKS YOU SHOULD HAVE 

Tom Trescott 

T here has been more written about Abraham Lincoln than any other figure ln American history - some 
16,000 works at last count. To wade through all this paper in order to find the truly important and best 
reads can be a daunting task. The Abraham Uncoln Book Shop has made this easier with MThe Essential 
Lincoln Book Shelf: The 158 Basic Books for an Abraham Lincoln Library", which can be seen on the 
Shop's website, www.ALincolnBookShop.com. From that list, ten have as their subject Lincoln's assassi

nation or its aftermath. This percentage is fairly representative of Lincoln literature as a whole, for Lincoln's 
life and presidency has attracted far more serious academic study than his death. 

Why the relative lack of attention? Perhaps most Lincoln scholars view his assassination as simply the end 
of his life, or the symbolic end of the Civil War, rather than a subject In Its own right. Edward Steers, Jr., an 
author we will hear about later on in this piece, believes wuncoln 's assassination has captivated the general 
public from a conspiratorial point of view, which may explain why many academics have shied away from writ
Ing about It", leaving his death "almost entirely to the avocational or nonprofesslonally trained historians." 

While this may be true, there is enough recent scholarship, by Steers and others, to go along with earlier clas
sic titles and Influential works to form a core of twenty essential books for any Ubrary on the Lincoln assassination. 

22 -----------------------



----------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER-----------------

The first book in which any attempt was made for an objective telling, depicting the assassination as a simple conspiracy by 
John Wilkes Booth, was The Death of Lincoln by Clara E. Laughlin, New York: 1909, 336p., ft., plates; reprinted Newport, VT: 1997, 
398p., with an index not found In the original. George S. Bryan's The Great American Myth, New York: 1940; reprinted Chicago: 1990, 
with a new Introduction by Wllllam Hanchett, is also of the simple conspiracy school, and ls still the best single narrative of the 
assassination and aftermath, although Edward Steers, Jr.'s Blood on the Moon: The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln, Lexington: 
2001, 360p., ft., Illus., maps, Is the most up-to-date study, based on primary sources and the latest research. 

Twenty Days by Dorothy Meserve Kunhardt and Philip B. Kunhardt, Jr .. New York: 1965, 312p., Illus., is a spectacular photograph
ic history of the assassination and the mournful days that followed, and ls responsible for getting many a reader hooked on Llncoln 
and the Civil War - this writer included. W. Emerson Reck's A Lincoln: His Last 24 Hours, Jefferson, NC: 1987, 169p., Illus., ls 
detailed and self-explanatory, and We Saw Lincoln Shot, edited by Timothy S. Good, Jackson: 1995, 215p., Illus., Is the best compi
lation of eyewitness accounts of the events at Ford's Theatre. 

Two more works of note are: Dr. John K. Lattimer's Kennedy and Lincoln: Medical and Ballistic Compari.tons of Their Assassinations. 
New York and London: 1980, 378p., Illus., an excellent scientific study of the two most famous presidential deaths; and Beware the 
People Weeping: Public Opinion and the Assassination of Abraham Lincoln, by Thomas Reed Turner, Baton Rouge and London: 1982, 
265p., ft., Illus .. a meticulous scholarly examination of how the country reacted to the horrible news. 

As for the assassin, the first book-length biography, John Wilkes Booth: Fact and Fiction of Lincolns Assassination, by Francis Wilson. 
Boston and New York: 1929, 322p., ft., plates, map, while sympathetic to Its subject, Is really the only one worth mentioning (there 
is also a limited edition of 300 copies, bound with a paper label and including a facsimile of Lincoln's last autograph). The Mad 
Booths of Maryland by Stanley Kimmel, Indianapolis and New York: I 940, 400p., ft., plates, Is highly informative on the acting fam
ily and their tragedy. •Right or Wrong. God Judge Me·: The Writings of John Wilkes Booth, edited by John Rhodehamel and Louise 

, Taper, Urbana and Chicago: 1997, l 7lp., Illus., lets the reader hear straight from the murderer's mouth. 

The best primary source on the trial of Booth's cohorts Is The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln and the Trial of the Conspirators. 
edited by Benn Pitman. New York: 1865, 42lp., ft .. maps. reprinted New York: 1954, with an Introduction by Phlllp Van Doren Stem, 
and again Just this summer under the title The Trial, edited by Edward Steers, Jr., Lexington: 2003, with excellent historical com
mentary by Steers and other scholars. This latest edition is the best. To read about the trial Itself, tum to Lincolns Assassins: A 
Complete Account of Their Capture, Trial, and Punishment by Roy Z. Chamlee, Jefferson, NC & London: 1990, 622p., Illus. 

As previously mentioned. the conspiracy buffs are a strong presence in assassination literature. and must, for better or worse. be 
included in this list. Assassination of Lincoln. A History of the Great Conspiracy by T.M. Harris, Boston: 1892. 424p., ft., plates. map, 
was the first book-length account of the assassination, which made the case for the Confederate grand conspiracy behind Lincoln's 
murder. David Miller Dewitt's The Assa.uination of Abraham Lincoln and its Expiation. New York: 1909, 302p .. while not saying that 
Secretary of War Edwin Stanton was Involved In any cabal, was the first history to question Stanton's character, competence, and 
motives. This paved the way for Lloyd Lewis' Myths Alter Lincoln, New York: 1929. 422p. (reprinted in paperback as The 
Assassination of Lincoln: History und Myth, Uncoln and London: 1994. with a new Introduction by Mary E. Neely, Jr.), one of the 
most widely read (and therefore Influential) assassination books. Lewis disparaged Stanton and the Radical Republicans even more 
than Dewitt, but did not believe that Stanton was involved In Llncoln's death. That conclusion was left to Otto Elsenschiml In Why 
Was Lincoln Murdered?, Boston: 1937, 503p., plates, In which he presented the thesis that Stanton, hoping to establish the Radical 
Republican agenda, was the mastermind behind the plot to kill the President. Unfortunately, this notion has persisted in the pub
lic imagination to this day. 

Thankfully, William Hanchett, in The Lincoln Murder Conspiracies. Urbana and Chicago: 1983, 303p., illus., was able to refute "the 
many theories, hypotheses. and speculations• concerning the assassination. However, recent research has shown that the 
Confederacy was much more Involved in antl-Uncoln scheming, and that Booth had stronger ties to the Confederate Secret Service, 
than previously believed. This is demonstrated most notably In two books by William A. Tidwell: Come Retribution: The 
Confederate Secret Service and the Assassination of Lincoln, with James 0. Hall and David Winfred Gaddy, Jackson: 1988, SIOp., illus., 
maps; and April '65: Confederate Covert Action in the American Civil War, Kent and London: 1995, 264p., Illus., maps. 

This "Top Twenty~ Is, of course, just that of one writer, and Is by no means etched In stone. There are works In progress that will 
undoubtedly replace some of the books cited above. In fact, one is already published. Lincolns Assassins: Their Trial and 
Execution: An Illustrated History by James L. Swanson and Daniel R. Weinberg, Santa Fe: 2001, 151p., illus., is the middle volume of 
a projected trilogy that, when completed, will be the definitive illustrated history of the assassination and aftermath. And who 
knows what else will be added to the historiography by that time? Until then, these are the titles to start your library . .,,....., 
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"THE 

LINCOLNPHILE" 

Daniel Mark Epstein. Lincoln 
and Whitman. Parallel Lives 
in Civil War Washington. 
Ballantine Books, New York, 
2004. 367pp., $24.95. 

a talented writer. This work is primarily a 
biography of Whitman and an analysis of 
his poetry. The title Is somewhat mis
leading, as the two subjects had spotty 
contact and worked in dissimilar fields. 
Whitman did witness Lincoln's pre-Inau
gural visit to New York and the Second 
Inaugural as well. The two acknowledged 
each other on Lincoln's daily rides to the 
Soldier's Home. Whitman was friends 
with John Hay and visited the White 
House on Halloween Night 1863, saw the 

W
alt Whitman is closely associat- President from a distance conversing 
ed in the pubLic mind with with a visitor, but the two did not meet 
Abraham Lincoln. He wrote two face-to-face or exchange words. Whitman 
famous poems following Lincoln's was in New York when Lincoln was assas-
assassination: "O Captain, My sinated. His lover, Peter Doyle, was in 
Captain!" and HWhen Lilacs Last attendance at Ford's Theatre the night of 

in the Dooryard Bloomed." He wrote a April 14th and had a good view of the trag-
reminiscence of his experiences in war- ic events which he related to Whitman. 
time Washington, DC, Memoranda During Early in the book, Epstein gives 
the war, as well as a book of poetry strong evidence that Lincoln and 
issued at war's end, Drum-Taps. Following Herndon both read Leaves of Grass while 
the War, he was a popular fixture on the practicing law in Springfield. This volume 
lecture circuit, speaking about Lincoln of poetry, first published in 1855, was 
and reciting Lincoln-related poetry. considered indecent by the straight-
Certainly, no poet is more closely assoc!- laced establishment, and highly erotic. It 
ated with Lincoln than Whitman. was not deemed fit for "female company" 

This book primarily covers the years yet Lincoln is known to have appreciated 
of Lincoln's presidency. The bulk of the it greatly. It is suggested that the book 
book is sandwiched between prequel and had a direct Influence on Lincoln's public 
sequel chapters dealing with Lincoln's speaking, which changed markedly dur-
reading Leaves of Grass in the late 1850s Ing this period. No particular effort is 
and Whitman's career after the assassi- made to expound on this thesis which 
nation. ~----------~ the author then aban-

Whitman spent his dons. While not discount-
early years in Brooklyn, Ing its laudable literary 
NY and the twilight of his effect, Lincoln's apprecia-
life in Camden, NJ. tion of the work also 
During the war years, he shows a sexual nature. 
lived in Washington, DC, Lincoln was often criti-
working in both the cized for a predilection 
Treasury and Interior for off-color stories. It 
Departments. His literary appears he was no prude 
output at this time was and could hold his own 
meager with the excep- "with the boys" in the 
tion of dispatches sent to office. All of which puts a 
New York newspapers. more human face on 
He spent a lot of time Lincoln. By the way, 
"working his contacts" in Whitman's authorship of 
an attempt to land a gov- the controversial Leaves 
ernment position. His cost him the support of 
spare time was occupied L------------___, Treasury Secretary 
tending to wounded soldiers (both Union Salmon Chase and lost him his job in the 
and Confederate) in area hospitals, and Interior Department headed by Rev. 
tending to family problems. James Harlan. 

Mr. Epstein has written three biogra- There is Little new to be learned 
phles and seven volumes of poetry. He is regarding Lincoln in this work, but a 

great deal about Whitman and war-time 
Washington. In that regard, it is quite 
evocative and well researched. There 
was a great affinity between the two. No 
doubt, If they had ever sat down and had 
a heart-to-heart talk, their idealism and 
perspective on the American Dream and 
the American Experience would have 
converged. Whitman, in his mannerisms 
and persona, represented a Western ideal 
that was personified in Lincoln. After his 
1863 White House visit, Whitman wrote: 
"I never see that man without feeling he 
is one to become personally attached to, 
for his combination of purest, heartiest 
tenderness, and native Western, even 
rudest forms of manliness." The spiritual 
bonds between the poet and his 
President were ever present and jntense. 
Whitman constantly identified and felt 
for Lincoln: "The lines, indeed, of vast 
responsibilities, intricate questions, and 
demands of life and death, cut deeper 
than ever upon his dark brown face." 

Both Lincoln and Whitman were 
utterly transformed by the tragedy of the 
Civil War-it defined them both. In the 
case of Whitman, the effect bifurcated, 
similar to the imagery of "the knowledge 
of death" and the "thought of death"-the 
two companions who accompany the 
poet in "When Lllacs Last in the 
Dooryard Bloomed." Lincoln on one side 
and tbe experience of war on the other. 
This book tells that story well. 

+++ 
Daniel Farber. Lincoln's 
Constitution. The University of 
Chicago Press, Chicago and 
London, 2003. 240pp., $27.50. 

D 
aniel Farber is a law professor at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley and the University of 
Minnesota, as well as the author or 
co-author of five books. He is not 
an historian. but a legal authority 

who uses history to understand ongoing 
legal issues. His purpose in this book is 
to "lead the reader to understand exactly 
what Lincoln did, what arguments he 
made in defense of his actions, and how 
his words and deeds lit into the context 
of the times. Farber sets the constitution
al problems that arose during Lincoln's 
term within their historical moment... 
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and investigates how well Lincoln's views 
hold up today-over a century later. The 
answers are c.rucial not only for a better 
understanding of the Civil War but also 
for shedding light on issues that the 
courts struggle with now: state sover
eignty, presidential power, and national 
security limitations on civil liberties." 

The Civil War was the greatest con
stitutional crisis in our history. The 
events leading up to its commencement 
have been debated from its inception, 
producing a constant flow of interpreta
tions by key players such as James 
Buchanan, Jefferson Davis and Abraham 
Lincoln. Many of the issues were legal. 
What was the nature of the Union? Was it 
a compact between sovereign, indepen
dent states (and therefore dissolvable) or 
a perpetual union created by a united 
people (and therefore dissolvable only 
under certain circumstances)? Was 
secession legal or justified? Did Lincoln 
have the power to force the seceded 
states back into the Union? What is the 
nature of the Presidency? What limits 
were placed upon the Executive in time 
of crisis? What constraints did Lincoln 
have in dealing with slavery? 

After South Carolina and other 
Southern states left the Union, President 
James Buchanan issued a statement on 
the legality of secession. It condemned 
the concept and argued for the integrity 
of Federal property. Yet, it offered no 
hope for the re-unification of the states 
by force. Taken out of context, the posi
tion seemed quite logical and reasonable. 
Had the Buchanan policy been adopted, 
there would not have been a Civil War. 
Lincoln, however, took an opposing view, 
and likewise took aggressive actions 
once hostilities began. His conduct dur
ing the course of the War, especially in 
the period before the tide turned in the 
Union favor, attracted much controversy. 
As collectors, we are famiJlar with the 
voluminous amount of anti-Lincoln mate
rial that was generated, most of it from 
within the North. Even though the even
tual outcome of the crisis "justified" his 
actions, their constitutionality and 
appropriateness have been ongoing 
questions. 

It should be remembered that 
Lincoln was a lawyer and had a great 
respect for the "rule of law." He had lived 
through many turbulent events related to 

the issue of slavery, and had closely stud
ied the Founding Fathers and the origins 
of our country. He certainly had a point 
of view on what this nation "was about", 
the responsibilities of law makers, and 
the role of the national government. 
Accordingly, the actions he took during 
his Presidency did not exist in a vacuum, 
but always within this morally and legal
ly-grounded context. In discussing the 
justifications for Lincoln's policy, it is 
necessary not only to read Lincoln's own 
statements, but consider the arguments 
of his contemporaries and the historical 
precedents. 

Most of this book deals with these 
contextual issues. A great deal of time is 
spent on the Articles of Confederation, 
the writing of the Constitution and the 
debate over its ratification, the Federalist 
Papers, the Nullification Crisis, later opin
ions of James Madison (who lived to see 
the Nulliilcation Crisis and was staunchly 
opposed) and John C. Calhoun (who 
began as a Nationalist, but morphed into 
a States' Rightist after 1833). 

These issues are also viewed in light 
of Supreme Court cases over the years, 
through modem times, as the issues are 
timeless and, in some sense, irresolvable. 
These cases are often referred to, with 
majority and dissent opinions quoted. 
The technique used, In keeping with the 
author's vocation, is didactic. Like a pro
fessor giving a lecture, he presents the 
topic, quoting arguments pro and con, 
quoting eminent authorities, allowing for 
the reasonableness of each advocate. He 
weighs these arguments carefully, view-
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ing them from all angles, such as logic or 
morality. Who else supported these posi
tions? What are the underlying princi
ples? Having expounded on the merits of 
the arguments, he then, one by one, 
attempts to put holes in the weaker ones. 
Eventually, through this process, he 
reaches his conclusion, declaring which 
viewpoint is most correct. 

One of the experts quoted favoring 
Lincoln's actions is Thomas Jefferson. 
"According to Jefferson, a 'strict obser
vance of the written laws is doubtless 
one of the hlgh duties of a good citizen, 
but it is not the highest.' Rather, Jefferson 
claimed, the 'laws of necessity, of self
preservation, of saving our country when 
in danger, are of higher obligation.' For to 
'lose our country by a scrupulous adher
ence to written law, would be to lose the 
law itself, with life, liberty, prosperity and 
all those enjoying them with us; thus 
absurdly sacrificing the end to the 
means.•• It is highly likely that Lincoln 
was familiar with this quote, as its influ
ence is apparent in one of his own, 
referred to numerous times in this book: 
"Are all the laws, but one, to go unexe
cuted, and the government itself go to 
pieces, lest that one be violated?" 

Most of Lincoln's actions bear the 
test of the author's legal scrutiny, but not 
all. Some of the actions viewed as illegal 
include: the arrest and imprisonment of 
Vallandigham, the temporary shutting 
down of the New York World for printing a 
bogus Presidential proclamation 
designed to embarrass the administra
tion, giving money to private citizens in 
1861 to raise regiments without 
Congressional authorization, the failure 
to honor a court order by Chief Justice 
Taney in the matter of Maryland politi
cian Merryman, and the misuse of the 
suspension of the writ of habeas corpus 
by overzealous commanders in the field. 
Some of these are mitigated, in the view 
of the author, by the scope of the actions 
and the number of people affected. So, 
while generally supportive, the conclu
sions reached do not constitute a white
wash by any means. 

Although the book is top-heavy on 
constitutional and legal questions and 
may therefore appeal primarily to those 
interested In the law, yet it is extremely 
useful in understanding the context of 
Lincoln's Civil War policies. It is thor-

continued, next page 
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oughly researched, reprints arguments 
and commentary not normally seen in 
history books, and is written in a lucid 
manner. Exploring these issues (and 
knowing the counter arguments) greatly 
aids in ones understanding of Lincoln 
and his times. 

+++ 

Geoffrey Perret. Lincoln's 
War - The Untold Story of 
America's Greatest President 
as Commander in Chief. 
Random HoueJ. New York, 
2004. 477pp., ;;,35. 

G
eoUrey Perret is the author of 
eleven books, including three pres
idential biographies on Grant, 
Eisenhower and Kennedy. as well 
as four military histories. In this 
work, he combines these predilec

tions, discussing Lincoln as the guiding 
force behind the War effort. The press 
release touts it as '"the first full-length 
account of Abraham Lincoln as the head 
of our military. It shows how Lincoln cre
ated the modern role of commander in 
chief and in so doing saved the Union, 
transformed the presidency, shaped a 
nation, and found himself. Drawing on 
newly discovered documents in the 
National Archives, this wide-ranging 
account sheds new light on Lincoln and 
his generals, his controversial Secretary 
of War Edwin Stanton, and his outspoken 
confidante Gideon Welles, Secretary of 
the Navy. Perret also delves into 
Lincoln's experiences as a soldier, an 
amateur military strategist, his relation
ship with black servicemen, and his deal
ings with the Committee on the Conduct 
of the War." 

Despite a foundation of extensive 
research (there are forty-seven pages of 
"Notes"), this work appears to be a 
rehash, albeit a comprehensive one, of 
the battles and military aspects of the 
War, from the Union perspective. I sus
pect the subtitle, The Untold Story ... , is 
advertising fluff. Although I make no 
claims to be an expert on the history of 
the period, the only new bit of informa
tion I came across was a debunking of the 
myth regarding Winfield Scott's advocacy 
of the Anaconda Plan. There is also an 

apology for Lincoln's first Secretary of 
War Simon Cameron and charges of cor
ruption (somewhat analogous to Vice
President Cheney and Halliburton over
charges in Iraq). The circumstances are 
explained and the charges defended, quot
ing Cameron. In spite of this, I find comfort 
in the "delusion" that Cameron was 
indeed a crook-it makes for "better copy." 

The declared theme of the book is a 
promising one. Specifically, it relates to 
the effect that Lincoln exerted on defin
ing the role of "commander in chief." The 
United States Constitution is very vague 
on the powers and duties of the 
Commander in Chief. Being that Congress 
was granted the sole power to declare 
war and authorize funds to pay for same, 
presidents prior to Lincoln perceived the 
role as secondary, deferring to military 
commanders in the field. The crisis of the 
Civil War created a situation without 
precedent. Lacking guidance, Lincoln 
blazed new trails: innovating, experi
menting, and sometimes acting "extra
legally" or illegally, in the opinion of 
some. These defining acts had little 
impact on presidents during the balance 
of the 19th century, but resonate power
fully in the "modern era." The format of 
the book (a direct-line chronology of the 
battles and leaders of the War with little 
deviation) tends to diffuse this theme, 
rather than support it. It would have had 
greater impact if the defining aspects of 
Lincoln as a modern commander-in-chief 
had been listed one-by-one, then sup
ported with his actions and statements 
defending them. This would have 
required a different organization and a 
distillation of material, but would have 
been more effective. An example of this 
does appear at least once in the book: 
"About once a week he held a colloquium 
in his office, comprising himself, senior 
figures in the War department, field com
manders who happened to be in or pass
ing through the District... Everyone was 
expected to speak up on the wide range 
of topics under discussion-recruiting, 
black soldiers, who should be promoted 
or relieved of command, new weapons, 
the state of current operations, future 
campaigns and so on. These were not 
abstract discussion: the colloquia were 
designed to lead to discussions or, at the 
very least, strong recommendations from 
Stanton to Lincoln on what must be done. 
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These gatherings prefigured the National 
Security Council by nearly a century." 

In going over Lincoln's problems -
pressures from public opinion, overall 
military strategy and the difficulty in 
finding talented commanders-some 
things become obvious. The first Is that 
Lincoln was a master politician, and han
dled the political aspects of managing the 
War effort in a supremely astute manner. 
Another is that there were a great many 
inept people in the government bureau
cracy and the military - Union generals 
were really a pathetic lot, especially in 
the first 2-3 years of the War. Finally, 
everybody had an opinion on political 
and military matters and they were 
wrong more often than they were right. 
Lincoln was not exempt from this gener
alization. "Stanton tried to persuade 
McClellan to send the lifty thousand men 
to Halleck, and failed. Nor was Lincoln 
going to pressure McClellan to do so. He 
had rejected the right strategy when it 
was presented to him by Winfield Scott, 
by Buell and now by Halleck. Before the 
war was over, Lincoln would reject it four 
times" or ... " One of Lincoln's earliest and 
most serious mistakes in arming the 
Union was not ordering Cameron to buy 
up every firearm available from European 
manufacturers as soon as he heard tbe 
news from Port Sumter. Even if the 
weapons weren't of the best quality, at 
least the Confederates wouldn't have 
been able to buy them ... If Lincoln's 
biggest failing as Commander in Chief 
was his obsession with Richmond, the 
second-and related-was a failure to 
grasp the need for unity of command. 
The war was fought piecemeal for the 
first three years. Much of the time it 
seemed hardly fought at all, for want of a 
command structure ensuring the opera
tions in every theater of war were pur
sued in conjunction with movements 
elsewhere. That meant there was no 
remorseless buildup in pace or pressure 
around the Confederate periphery, 
stretching the enemy to breaking point. 
Instead, there were short periods of 
intense activity, followed by longer peri
ods of intense inactivity, and the initia
tive was left lying in the field for an 
enemy commander to grasp." 

As I progressed through the book, I 
did come across many unfamiliar words. 
Accordingly, you may wish to keep a die-
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tionary close at hand to discern their 
meaning. There are some discrepancies, 
such as when the author claims that 
Lincoln had to read all the documenta
tion accompanying court-martial papers 
up for review, without benefit of recom
mendation. Later, It is correctly stated 
that Judge Advocate General Joseph Holt 
did attach his endorsement to all such 
files. Several Lincoln quotes are repeat
ed, as illustrations or supportive evi
dence, in different chapters, which is dis
concerting. Early on in the book, the 
author talks about the relief expeditions 
sent to Forts Sumter and Pickens, but 
inexplicably fails to relate the outcome of 
the Fort Pickens effort, despite the appli
cation of much text. 

Although the author starts off with a 
worthy premise which he fails to proper
ly expound upon and support, the book 
does contain some Insightful observa
tions on the military aspects of the War. 
Although Mr. Perret may not be a Lincoln 
scholar, he obviously is well-versed in 
military history. That perspective Is an 
invaluable one in analyzing Lincoln's per
formance in the conduct of the War. The 
author is likewise to be commended in 
his criticism of Lincoln while extending 
credit for the many things he did well. 
This appears to dove-tail nicely with an 
encouraging trend in modern Lincoln 
scholarship; namely, acknowledging 
shortcomings or mistakes, balanced with 
significant accomplishments and charac
ter traits. 

+++ 

Harold Holzer. Lincoln at 
Cooper Union. Simon and 
Schustet;i New York, 2004. 
352pp., -,24.95. 

Rail Splitter Harold Holzer is a very 
visible Lincoln authority, having 
made numerous appearances on 
cable television, moderating 
Lincoln Forum conferences at 

Gettysburg, and having authored or co
authored twenty-one books on Lincoln 
and the Civil War. He is Vice-President for 
Communications and Marketing at New 
York's Metropolitan Museum of Art and 
co-chairman of the U.S. Lincoln 

Bicentennial Commission. 
His latest work is Lincoln at Cooper 

Union: The Speech That Made Lincoln 
President. ln it, he details events that 
transpired in the one year period prior to 
Lincoln's election as President in 1860. 
These include his invitation to travel to 
Plymouth Church in Brooklyn Heights to 
deliver a paid speech towards the end of 
1859, and how this opportunity devel
oped into a celebrated and highly suc
cessful speech at New York's Cooper 
Union on February 27, 1860. The speech 
was widely disseminated, repeated by 
Lincoln in various versions in the three 
weeks that followed while toUiing New 
England and, arguably, resulted in his ele
vation to the status of a serious con
tender for the Republican Presidential 
nomination. 

Upon hearing of the proposed 
theme, I became somewhat apprehen
sive. ln the vast culture of Lincoln hlsto-
ries, there appears to be 

biographical material. As far as I am con
cerned, this trend (if it may optimistical
ly be called such) is something to be 
encouraged and lauded. The more 
quotes by participants and witnesses, 
the better! We can only infer from this 
that a great deal of manuscript material 
has been preserved by collectors and 
institutions, facilitating research by 
those authors willing to travel and delve 
into the resources at hand. 

The writing flows well and is direct 
to-the-point. The material is Interesting 
and stands on its own merits. No doubt, 
much of it is unpublished or obscUie 
enough that the majority of readers will 
be unfamiliar with it. In fact, the number 
of "familiar quotations" used are kept to 
a minimum. We can excuse them as they 
constitute the "essential Lincoln" and are 
so revealing and characteristic that they 
must be Included. 

I did notice two factual errors which 
are not egregious, but 
should be mentioned. 
The lithography firm of 
Currier & Ives was not 
located on Fulton Street 
in New York. Rather, 

I 
they had two store
lronts on Nassau and 
Spruce Streets, around 
the corner from one 
another. Also, the asser
tion that Lincoln's name 
"did not even appear on 
the ballots in ten 
Southern states" is like
wise incorrect. The 
practice of printing the 
names of qualifying can
didates on a single bal
lot did not begin until 
the election of 1900. 

a tendency to focus on 
some forgotten aspect of 
his career and dissect It 
to shreds. The Cooper 
Union address is one of 
Lincoln's longest 
speeches (he spoke for 
90 minutes- reminiscent 
of a Bill Clinton "State of 
the Union" address-with 
as many interruptions). 
The temptation to ana
lyze it through every 
conceivable aspect 
looms large. Fortunately, 
this scholarly "sinkhole" 

1 
is avoided here. Perhaps 
inspired by Lincoln's 
simple eloquence and 
brevity, only a single 
chapter is devoted to 
the speech Itself. 

The book Is primar
ily a chronological 
description of events 
related to the speech, 
bracketed by Lincoln's 

Mathew Brady's carte photograph of the 
fifty-one-year-old candidate for high office. 
Taken February 27. 1860 in New York City, 
it is now affectionately referred to as the 

"Cooper Union portrait.• 

There was no "official 
ballot" in 1860. Rather, 
registered voters 
deposited ballots at the 
polling place. These bal
lots might have been 

journey to New York and return to 
Springfield. The author did extensive 
research and utilizes primary source 
material to a great degree. This includes 
quoting letters that the principals wrote 
to one another, eye-witness accounts, 
newspaper reportage, reminiscences and 
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printed by party func
tionaries, written out in manuscript form, 
or extracted from newspapers. In any 
event, ballots contained a single slate of 
presidential electors pledged to a single 
candidate. It is true that in many 
Southern states, not a single Lincoln & 
Hamlin ballot was cast or recorded by 

continued, next page 
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the Clerk of Elections. 
Interestingly, the invitation extended 

to Lincoln came from a supporter of 
Salmon P. Chase. The scheme was to 
weaken the frontrunner, William Seward, 
by giving exposure to potential rivals. 
Seward blundered by refusing to join the 
roster of speakers, remaining in the 
Senate and using that as his forum. 
Missouri's Prank Blair and Kentucky abo
litionist Cassius M. Clay did precede 
Lincoln at Cooper Union, but the affect of 
their speeches was short-Jived. Horace 
Greeley gave great "press" to the speech 
In his newspaper, even going so far as to 
publish it in separate form, but Greeley 
was an Edward Bates supporter. At the 
Republican Wigwam Convention, the 
votes of the New York delegation were 
given to William Seward on all three bal
lots, and Lincoln lost the city of New York 
in the general election. So, there were 
some ironies involved. Obviously, the 
effect of the speech went beyond the 
geography and demographics of the site. 

In his conclusion, Holzer states: 
"Cooper Union was not just a speech. It 
was a conquest-a public relations tri
umph, a political coup d'etat within the 
Republican party, and an Image transfig
uration abetted by the press and illus
trated by the most felicitous photo 
opportunity in American history. 
[Brady's Cooper Union portrait] In 
response to a crucial opportunity to 
make a national impact-or face an igno
minious retreat to the prairie in the same 
anonymity with which he arrived in New 
York-Abraham Lincoln not only made a 
spectacular debut at Coope.r Union, he 
also introduced a new political dialectic. 
It was characterized by a fresh, lean style 
of elocution, free of bombast, metaphor, 
and vituperation, instead constructed 
out of facts and reason, supported by his
tory and national experience, and 
infused with moral certainty." 

While the author does an impecca
ble job of re-creating the fascinating 
events of the time, he may be overstating 
his point. Early on in the book, he traces 
efforts by both Lincoln and Douglas to 
determine the position of the Founding 
f'athers on slavery and the constitution
ality of Congress regulating it in the terri
tories. Clearly, Lincoln attempted in his 
Cooper Union address to give the defini
tive and Irrefutable argument on the 
question. As related in the current install-

ment of "In the Marketplace", such 
efforts were in no way novel. Politicians 
had been dealing with this issue during 
the twin crises attending the Missouri 
Compromise of 1820 and the 
Compromise of 1850, with no less a lumi
nary than Thomas Hart Benton weighing 
in on the matter. Were these previous 
efforts feeble and unconvincing? Was 
Lincoln the first man to argue persua
sively on the point? Hardly. 

In the book, Lincoln is characterized 
as an obscure hopeful with little chance 
of success prior to the big splash he 
made on the East Coast. This ignores 
some key facts. Seward had seventy dele
gates pledged to him from his home state 
of New York, but he was regarded else
where as too radical, based on his 
"Irrepressible Conflict" speech (Lincoln's 
"House Divided" speech, though contro
versial, did not reflect as negatively on 
him, it being the speech of a man who 
saw slavery as a serious issue, though 
not one leading inevitably to civil war). 
Accordingly, Seward had little appeal 
outside his home state and was doing lit
tle to expand it. Premont should have 
been the logical candidate, but dld not 
seem overly interested in a repeat per
formance. Everyone thought that the 
man to beat in the general election would 
be Democrat Stephen Douglas. The fact 
that Lincoln ran against Douglas in the 
Senatorial Contest of 1858 and out polled 
him in the process, certainly made him 
the key rival to Seward for the nomina
tion. U anyone was going to beat Seward, 
it was going to be Lincoln. The nominat
ing convention was being held in 
Lincoln's home state and he 
had an effective group of han
dlers. Lincoln's positions also 
closely mirrored the 
Republican Platform of 1856 
with 1860 promising more of 
the same. In addition, Lincoln 
was considered less radical 
than Premont, Chase, Clay 
and Seward on the slavery 
question. 

Douglas and Seward were 
members of the U. S. Senate. 
They made many speeches 
there, all of which were 
reprinted and widely distrib
uted. Lincoln did not have 
this advantage. His Cooper 
Union address was the only 
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major speech he delivered in the election 
of 1860. While the speech was very pop
ular with the electorate, it should be 
remembered that another publication 
containing Lincoln speeches saw even 
wider distribution, namely The Debates. 
It could be argued that the key element in 
popularizing Lincoln with the voters and 
educating them on his positions was tl1is 
book, rather than the Cooper Union 
address. 

A key question should be why was 
this speech so popular? Was it the skill of 
the writing? Was it the attempt to be 
definitive on the subject of the founding 
Pather's position on slavery? Was it the 
manner of Lincoln's delivery? As stated, 
it certainly was not the novelty of the 
argument. And, as persuasive as it was, it 
did not result in a Republican victory in 
the Democratic stronghold of New York. I 
think one must view it in a different con
text; namely, the presentation of Lincoln 
as a perceptive, educated politician-a 
conservative on the coercion Issue, but a 
man of principle on the slavery issue. 
Also, a staunch Republican with strength 
in the mid-West-perhaps the original 
Washington outsider. 

Holzer tries to go beyond the speech 
to its deeper import, but does not entire
ly succeed. "Offering restrained scholar
ship one moment, and pungent assur
ance the next, the Cooper Union address 
established Lincoln as both a credible 
witness to the past and an msplring 
leader for the future. Just as the western 
man emerged in New York as the equal of 
any eastern sophisticate, the man of 
ambition transformed himself there mto 

a man of mission, not only 
electable, but a potential 
instrument for both preserv
ing the Union and expunging 
slavery." 

In conclusion, this is a 
surprisingly good book that 
should appeal to the vast 
majority of "Lincolnphiles" -
all those who enjoy an authen
tic, vicarious window on the 
fascinating past. 
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If slavery is right, all words, acts, laws, and constitutions against it, are themselves wrong, and 
should be silenced, and swept away. If it is right, we cannot justly object to its nationality - its universal
ity; if it is wrong, they cannot justly insist upon its extension - its enlargement. All they ask, we could 
readily grant, if we thought slavery right; all we ask, they could as readily grant, if they thought it 
wrong. Their thinking it right, and our thinking it wrong, is the precise fact upon which depends the 
whole controversy. Thinking it right, as they do, they are not to blame for desiring its full recognition, as 
being right; but. thinking it wrong, as we do, can we yield to them? Can we cast our votes with their 
view, and against our own? In view of our moral, social, and political responsibilities, can we do this? 

Wrong as we think slavery is, we can yet afford to let it alone where it is, because that much is 
due to the necessity arising from its actual presence in the nation; but can we, while our votes will pre
vent it, allow it to spread into the National Territories, and to overrun us here in these Free States? If 
our sense of duty forbids this, then let us stand by our duty, fearlessly and effectively. Let us be divert
ed by none of these sophistical contrivances wherewith we are so industriously plied and belabored -
contrivances such as groping for some middle ground between the right and the wrong, vain as the 
search for a man who should be neither a living man nor a dead man - such as a policy of "don't care" 
on a question about which all true men do care - such as Union appeals beseeching true Union men 
to yield to Disunionists, reversing the divine rule, and calling, not the sinners, but the righteous to 
repentance - such as invocations to Washington, imploring men to unsay what Washington said, and 
undo what Washington did. 

Neither let us be slandered from our duty by false accusations against us, nor frightened from it 
by menaces of destruction to the Government nor of dungeons to ourselves. LET US HAVE FAITH 
THAT RIGHT MAKES MIGHT, AND IN THAT FAITH, LET US, TO THE END, DARE TO DO OUR 
DUTY AS WE UNDERSTAND IT. 

- Abraham Lincoln, the conclusion of his "Cooper Institute Speech," delivered in New York City, February 27, 1860 

ADMIT ONE TO THE COOPER UNION 

As collectors, we are all aware that some of the most Interesting political mem
orabilia that surfaces is in the category of ephemera. While all political Items 
are ephemeral by definition (that is, manufactured for a short duration, single 
use and then discarded), this appellation typically refers to paper items: tick
ets, ballots, posters, broadsides, imprints, sheet music, songsters. etc. These 

items have less intrinsic value (as compared to medals, glass & china, containers 
of various configurations), are less likely to be saved, and are more prone to be dis
carded and more likely to suffer the ravages of time. Accordingly, many examples 
that surface are unique. 

The joy of collecting Is realized when new discoveries are made. The state
ments "Never seen one of those before!" or ~Never heard of It!" are ubiquitous in this 
field. In most cases, the discovery is a complete surprise-with no point of reference. 
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In others, the Item acquired is something that one knows was made (either part of a set or referenced In contemporary primary source 
material). An example of the former would be the discovery, let's say, of a John C. Breckinridge ambrotype badge made by George 
Clark. Specimens are known for Lincoln, Douglas and Bell. It only stands to reason that a Breckinridge was made. As of yet, though, 
none have been found. An example of the latter, would be the discovery of a ticket to the Wigwam Convention in Chicago (of which 
both originals and spurious, or overrun, copies were distributed at the time) or, a ticket for Lincoln's Cooper Union speech. 

Rail Splitter Charlie McSorley was fortunate enough to discover such a Cooper Union ticket not too long ago while In Louisville, 
Kentucky, attending a convention of political campaign Items collectors. As the urging of his son, a postcard specialist, the two went 
antiquing during a lull in the convention, and visited a local antique mall. The ticket was discovered in a bin of vintage paper items. 
The significance of this little scrap of paper was perhaps lost on the proprietor, but not so McSorley et ills, who made the purchase 

continued, next page 
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and gleefully exited the emporium. 
Naturally, the discovery of such a piece was the cause or both exhilaration and cautious concern. Was 

the piece real? Was it a fantasy item produced at some commemorative event or to sell to Lincoln collectors, 
of which there have never been any shortage. Indeed, anyone who "surfs" eBay on a regular basis will see, 
from time to time, Lincoln "campaign items~ obviously produced well after-the-fact. These portrait flags and 
ribbon badges have some age to them (circa 1909, we assume) and are not-at-all common-some examples 
may, in fact, be one-of-a-kind. Yet, rare or not, they are not original issues and are valued accordingly. 

The administrators and Collections Curator of Cooper Union were unaware of the existence of such a 
ticket much less have a specimen in their archive. The same could be said of the Library of Congress and 
the New York Historical Society. We could not even find a citation to one being known of with Illinois 
State Historical, the Antiquarian Society, Chicago Historical, and the National Archives. No example has On the return leg of hls journey, 

Lincoln stopped off in Hartford on 
March 3rd and gave a speech. The 

"Wide Awakes" were organized 
that very same day - this medal 

commemorates the event. 

been pictured in any reference book, nor has any collector boasted of owning one. 
The ticket has all the hallmarks of an original of the period. The size, typography and paper are all con

sistent with similar tickets issued for rallies, lectures and theatrical performances. Quoting from Mark Neely, 
Jr.'s Abraham Lincoln Encyclopedia: "When he arrived in New York City, Lincoln learned that the site would 
be the Cooper Institute rather than Plymouth Church. Escorted to the platform in the evening by David 
Dudley Field, another anti-Seward Republican, Lincoln rose in a wrinkled and ill-fitting new suit to speak to 
an audience of some 1500 who had each paid 25 cents admission." As shown, the price on Charlie's ticket matches-25 cents, or 2 bits. 

The fact that this example is the only one currently known should not argue against its legitimacy. First off, only 1800 were pro
duced (the hall was not at full capacity for Lincoln's appearance). Most of these, as with any performance event, were discarded on
site, finding their way onto the amphitheater floor, or onto the street. Although a huge success, the importance of Lincoln's Cooper 
Union speech only was realized in light of subsequent events. At the time, Lincoln was a fairly obscure, one term, mid-West 
Congressman and politico, and a dark horse for the Republican nomination. There was therefore little justification for retaining admis-

sion tickets for this speech, held on a cold winter night. Afterwards, Lincoln attended a cele
bratory dinner with his sponsors, then rode back to his Astor House hotel room. It 

OU~ would have been a good idea to celebrate with a drink at the venerable "McSorley's 
'1!JA O~f Ale House" just around the corner (Lincoln could have ordered sarsaparilla), but 

-~ :.t" JL I~~ apparently no one thought of It! 
11' S. J( As a point of reference, within the hobby there is only one Ucket known for 

,0: ',! oll' any of the national political conventions held in 1860 and 1864 (a total of nine 
fii11 WJ10 gatherings, if you include the three Democratic conventions held in Charleston 
"'- Tl&:~ and Baltimore in 1860 and the Radical Republican Cleveland confab in 1864). As 
o .. 9JIJ.g',~,. •• stated previously, there were both original and counterfeit tickets printed [or the 

OJti;ii'!-?♦, Chicago Wigwam in 1860, yet not a single example has survived (hopefully, someone 
will come across one some day, pasted in a scrap album)! 

This campaign 
medal produced In Chicago is the only one that makes 

direct reference to a speech-In thls case. the Cooper Union 
Address. "Our Policy Is Expressly The Policy of the Men 

Who Made the Union, No More, No Less." 

Unfortunately, the attrition rate for political items is astronomical. Obviously, 
with objects of intrinsic or utilitarian value (campaign jewelry, medals, books), the 
number retained, and therefore preserved, is higher than for other types. While 
some "hordes" have been discovered (such as the case of ballots found buried deep 
in the bowels of County Seat municipal buildings), the plain fact is that the vast 

------------------ majority of paper political items were destroyed. There is no scientific way to gauge 
this, but one can reasonably estimate a survival rate of less than one-tenth of one per-cent. ln other words, one can expect one survivor 
for every one thousand examples made-if that! In the case of Charlie's Cooper Union ticket-they only made 1800, so it's likely only one 
or two have survived. One thinks, also, of the large Wide Awake membership certificates with portraits of Lincoln & Hamlin. They prob
~-------------------------, ably issued tens of thousands of these. but only one, to our knowl-
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edge, has survived. __ 
We congratulate Charlie on this """" 

important discovery. It will serve as an 'Dz;."!:"' 
inspiration to fellow collectors to get 
out there and beat the bushes for this 
material. One never knows where one 
will find it. We know it's there (at least. 
we like to think so!) - we just don't ~ 
know where! .,,,,._, • • 

OOM!OIOl<A!l"Gntt ~ 

~t/nr fr:ti=nlc11111n The Cooper Union as Lincoln saw it in 1860. 
CC)OPER 1~10N SJ'El!("II 
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Descriptive Terminology for Autographs, Manuscripts and Documents 
[Auction catalogs can often be confusing-particularly when unfamiliar with the unique abbreviations used. This chart details most of the standard references.] 

S Signature (hand of the author), when used alone. "Signed," when used with another code letter. 
MsS Manuscript signed (text in the hand of another person; signature in the hand of the author). 
AMsS Autographed manuscript signed (entirely in the hand of the author). 
TMsS Typed manuscript signed (signature in the hand of the author). 
AMs Autographed manuscript unsigned (in the hand of the author). 
LS Letter signed (text in the hand of another person; signature in the hand of the author). 
ALS Autographed letter signed (entirely in the hand of the author). 
TLS Typed letter signed (signature in the hand of the author). 
AL Autographed letter unsigned (in the hand of the author). 
ANS Autographed note signed. A very brief message (entirely in the hand of the author). 
AES Autographed endorsement signed (an endorsement on another person's letter or document 

AQS 
DS 
ADS 
TDS 
MuQS 

entirely in the hand of the endorser). 
Autographed quotation signed (entirely in the hand of the author). 
Document signed (text in the hand of another person; signature in the hand of the author). 
Autographed document signed (entirely in the hand of the author). 
Typed document signed (signature in the hand of the author). 
Musical quote signed. An excerpt from a musical score (in the hand of another person; 
signature in the hand of the composer). 

AMuQS Autographed musical quote signed. An excerpt from a musical score (in the hand of the composer). 
AMuQ Autographed musical quote unsigned. An excerpt from a musical score (in the hand of the composer). 
MuDS Musical document signed (printed or in the hand of another person; signature in the hand 

of the composer). 
IPS 
PS 
FDC 

n.d. 

Inscribed photograph signed (dedication and signature in the hand of the subject). 
Photograph signed (in the hand of the subject). 
First day cover (postal cover canceled first day stamp is 
issued; frequently these bear souvenir autographs). 
No date; n.y. No year; n.p. No place. 

Thomas Nast (1840-1902). this 
country's leading satirist/polit
ical cartoonist. worked for 
Harper's Weekly during the 
Civil War. We all know him for 
polltical satire - creating sym-
bols for the Republican and ~ 
Democratic parties In 1874, 
lampooning every politician of 
the day. He also created the 
modem image of a rotund, 
cheerful Santa Claus. But, as 
evidenced by these two graph
ics, he also enjoyed lampoon
ing himself! We discovered 

THE WRETCH WIIO om IT ALL. these "sell-portraits" In a scarce imprint, a four-page printed program entitled "Catalogue 
._ _________ ___, of Th. Nast's Grand Caricaturama. A Series of Thirty-Three Grand Historical Caricature 
Paintings (9xl2) With A Descriptive lecture At Dodworth Hall, 806 Broadway" [NY] Undated, but based on references to the 
impeachment of Andrew Johnson, certainly Issued in 1868. These self-deprecating caricatures ("The Wretch Who Did It All") are 
accompanied by two anti-Andrew Johnson studies. 
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WHAT WAS VOLK THINKING? 

Stephen M. Coon 

eonard Volk was a young Chicago sculptor who had just fin
ished a bust of his wife's cousin, Stephen Douglas. Douglas 
was willing to give Volk a referral to approach Mr. Lincoln. 
With such a reference the young sculptor contacted Lincoln 

candidate's likeness. It quickly became the most popular and 
accessible variant of the Volk busts. 

A six-month time frame existed between Yolk's original wall 
bust patented in May 1860 and Lincoln's first bearded picture 
produced around Thanksgiving of that year by Chicago photogra
pher, Samuel Alschuler. It makes one wonder whether any obso
lescence factor affected the commercial success of this sculptur
al venture. The heartland crowd of Illinois certainly accepted a 
beardless Lincoln since they had always known him in this way. 

about portraying a sculpted likeness. In 
late March Lincoln was in Chicago serv
ing as counsel over a land dispute trial. 
Volk was successful in convincing 
Lincoln to visit his studio during a 
break in the trial. On March 31, 1860, 
Lincoln agreed that a plaster life mask 
could be made of him to reduce the 
required sitting times necessary to 
complete the work. Lincoln followed 
up a week later on April 5th with anoth
er live sitting in Yolk's studio that 
included exposure and measurements 
of Lincoln's neck, shoulders and chest. 

An 1876 stereoview of Volk's statue depicting the great 
orator, Little Giant Stephen Douglas. 

However, Lincoln's limited national 
exposure and minimal portrayals has
tened the transition to the more current 
bearded look. Within weeks of hearing 
of Lincoln's new appearance, printmak
ers and other artists scrambled to mod
ify their initial beardless renditions. In 
late December 1860 Thomas D. Jones, a 
commissioned Ohio sculptor, made the 
trek from Cincinnati to Springfield. He 
set up shop at the St. Nicholas Hotel 
and hosted several Lincoln sittings that 
continued into January of 1861, just 
before Lincoln took office. Though 

Sometime later in April, Volk produced and patented the 
first bust of the beardless Lincoln. IL was a realistic frontal mask 
cut off just behind the ears and at the top of the neck similar to 
the life mask. On May 17th, a day before Lincoln's nomination 
as the Republican candidate, Volk filed a patent for his Hermes 
bust variant of Lincoln. This was a life-sized bust with head, 
neck and naked upper torso. Although it was a popular study, 
the size of the Hermes bust made it more cumbersome to dis
play and more costly to produce. Volk lost no time in creating a 
severed-neck variant of this bust. Based on Its smaller mass it 
could better accommodate the growing demand to view the 

Leonard Volk's "Hermes" bust. 
The less cumbersome "sev

ered neck" varient. 

Lincoln had never worn a beard before November 1860 and had 
barely finished growing it, Jones chose to portray Lincoln with 
his recent affectation. Jones was taking a chance in thinking 
that the beard would even suit Lincoln, or whether he would 
continue to wear it in that manner. The Alschuler photo from 
November, 1860 showed that Lincoln originally started the 
beard as a goatee with no sideburns. 

In quick order every artist became a convert to the bearded 
look. No other beardless portrayals of Lincoln were sculpted dur
ing his lifetime. Another 30 years would pass before Volk decided 
in 1890 to produce the final variant of his original beardless 
Lincoln bust. This version took the Hermes (naked torso) variant 
and clothed It in a Roman toga for a classical look. In fact it would 
be the next century, in 1905, before another prominent sculptor, 
Max Bachmann, would consider the beardless view again. 

Being a contemporary of Lincoln's, why didn't Volk expand 
his bust variants to include one of the most widely recognized 
personal traits of his era? He did later sculpt a couple of full
bodied bearded statues, but, to my knowledge, no bearded vari
ant of his initial Volk bust was ever made. Was it too difficult to 
sculpt a beard onto the beardless bust? Did he think a bearded 
variant would be less commercially successful? Did he (eel he 
was violating the artistic integrity of his original work? 

As it turns out, another contemporary sculptor of the 
Lincoln era decided to finish what one would have thought to 
be a natural transition. In 1868, Sarah Fisher Ames created the 
equivalent of bearding the Volk Lincoln bust. She ultimately cre
ated the bust in marble that currently resides in the hallway of 
the Senate wing of the U.S. Capitol. It is a draped bust of similar 
stature to Yolk's draped beardless Lincoln bust. Surprlsingly, 
she didn't bother camouilaging her referenced object. 
Complete with corniced eyebrows, the hair was even fashioned 
and styled in exactly the same way as the Volk bust. Was Volk 
aware of this seeming act of piracy? I am not aware of any con
troversy associated with this work. 

'---------------------------------------
continued, top of next page 
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Lincoln outfitted in a 
Roman toga. 

The Sara Fisher Ames Study. 

Fast forward to the year 
2003. I already owned a copy 
of Yolk's Lincoln mask. It was 
in bad shape having been bro
ken in several places while in 
transit during an auction set 
up. Instead of throwing it 
away, I decided to take it upon 
myself to see what would hap
pen if a beard was added to it. 
I first studied photos of the 
bearded Lincoln from all 
angles through various phas
es of whisker cultivation. 1 
opted for the more powerful 
full beard effect. 

First a permanent black 
marker was applied to outline the beard's placement on 
the face. Then I located an old bucket of Joint com
pound and a Popsicle stick and went to work dabbing it 
on and stroking it out. Even with my limited talent 1 
think the result is not unbecoming. How long did it take 
me, a novice in "sculpting", to complete this metamorphosis? A couple of 
hours tops with drying time in between. 

Given my result and Ames' work 1 have to say: What was Volk thinking?! 

.MlLl'l'ARY GOODS. r, 
:t'LAG81 :FLAGS! 

CAMPAIGN FLA.'08, 
■UNTINC AND alLK, 
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SWOIDS, 
S.UBIS, 

.. 
......... !<JUU.L 

RGE B. M'OLELLAN I 
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BGB H. PENDLET()N, 
~,....,..,.,._..,......,JIOULEtr. DKJIO 
=~-v:.:.::.~~= 
.._......,.~~Wl~.r 
............ AA •...._,tE»t~-~ 
..... .:U.,..~NMV•------'--·-- ..... ,uro..._. 

flll...-..-....,ine~"•...,. 
~,,_,IIIHM_.,...Qf&~...-..c.., 
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...... 1.1:lM .. Wl....,..amSlslatJ ..... , ............... ~, .. ........ .............. .....,. .............. . -IUR'l'lN • RA.ND.A.LL, 

- Pu'1,~ .... , "4r..Ma.U.l!'lUI.,..._ --
We LOVE this stuff! Each of these ads are found in just one issue of The Dally Age (October 17, 1864, Philadelphia). 
A Democratic newspaper, the front page Includes a McClellan ballot, quotes from Lincoln proving he changed his 
stance on Interfering with slavery since his First Inaugural Address, and a letter from the Dem. State Committee 
Chairman charging that [our circulars] " ... have been miscarried in the malls, or been suppressed by our enemies .. ." 
Also found, a large ad for a manufacturer of "campaign Flags, Banners, and Transparencies" as well as a miniature 
version of possibly the greatest anti-Lincoln broadside issued in that election (at right). Also: an announcement for 
a torch-light parade on November 5th ("Tyranny Rebuked! Abolition Repudiated!"), a full column ad for a torch
light procession ("Come with Your Banners and Torches! Come with Your Colors and Lights!"), and ads offering 
McClellan and Pendleton lanterns, patriotic medals, biographies, campaign sheet music, etc. 
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In The Marketplace 

W ithout anyone bidding the $1,500 minimum, this item recently 
went unsold on eBay: 'rare, April, 1836 Springfield, Illinois news
paper with Abraham Lincoln listed as the postmaster in a New 

Salem Post Office and notice for unclaimed letters.' This copy of the The 
Sangamo Journal, Springfield, April 9, 1836, included a small notice detail
ing a 'LIST of letters remaining in the Post Office at New Salem, on the 1st 
of April, 1836, which if not taken out by the 1st of July next, will be sent to 
the General Post Office as dead letters .. .' followed by a list of names of more 
than 60 persons and signed, in print, "A. LINCOLN. P.M." In 1836 Lincoln was 27 years old, was just licensed to practice law in the Illinois courts, 
and In his first term as Representative to the llllnois State Assembly. A front page notice in this newspaper includes a notice for 'Chicago Lots' offered for sale 
in the "Town of Chicago' (Chicago wasn't Incorporated as a city until 1837). The lots offered " ... are situated in the best built and business part of the town. 

Section 15 is a very dry ridge, commencing near the harbor, and extending south one mile, along the shore of Lake Michigan ... " 

I vey-Selkirk Auctioneers of St. Louis typically sell fine arts and furnishings. Their March sale had 
two Lincoln works of art. A 26 x 32" oll on canvas by German-American artist Albrecht Berhard 
Uhle (1847-1930) showed a beardless Lincoln from the waist up. Its last recorded sale was In 

January 1935, when it was purchased from John Levy Galleries of New York City. Housed in a carved, 
gilt wood frame, estimated at $6,000-8,000, it did "Uhl" right at $12,075. A nice "go-with" was a 17 
1/2" high bronze bust of Lincoln by George Edwin Bissell (1839-1920). It was signed "Geo. E. Bissell, 
Sc. Copyrighted" and cast by Gorham. Reproductions of this work are pervasive and readily available 
in the $300-400 price range. This example sold for $4,945 (an original Bissell, obviously "a bissell 
besser", sticking with the German analogy!) 

R Obert A. Siegal, stamp auctioneers of New York City, put out the finest catalogs 
in their field. Their October sale of United States Stamps included many regu
lar issues, as well as revenue stamps and essays. A "George T. Jones Essay 

for the 1869 Pictorial Issue Contract Competition" showed newly-elected President 
Grant. It was printed in blue with fight gray safety overprint on India (does it sound like 
I know what I'm talking about?) It made $4,400. A 10-cent orange red, die essay on llllilW..~.mi&lilll~i'iMlialll 
scarlet safety paper depicting Lincoln was also issued in conjunction with the 1869 competition. Its ..,. _______ _ 
Jarring optical illusion pattern would have won the "Head Shop" ~ it',.~ . 11 '} 
competition a few years back. It realized $6,050. A 90-cent "Carmine ?,t.... ~ 1 
& Black, Plate Proof on Card, Center Inverted" gave us an angle of -¥ ._,,,.·~.-J'J{, ~i 
Lincoln we're unaccustomed to. It sold for $2,530, make no mistake "'1: ~1" , ~ .t~•c/,1,;, :l. about it! A carmine Lincoln stamp, described as a "Beautiful origi- , 
nal-gum example of the 6-cent National Bank Note Company 
ungrllled issue" managed $3,250 (guess if they lick the gum and it 
tastes minty, then it's not originall) An Internal Revenue "$1 Purple 
& Green Large Die Essay on India" with beardless bust of Lincoln 
crossed the block for $360. And, in their December auction: an 
advertising flyer with Its original transmittal envelope for a New York gentleman whose busi
ness it was to furnish substitutes for Civil War draftees, estimated at $750-1,000, 
realized $4,400. A group of letters and covers, primarily from 1864 and sent from -~:;~;;;;;::.:i::;
Virginia and North Carolina, are examples of "blockade-run" covers, sent to England 
via Bermuda, during the War. Estimated at $10,000-15,000, this Illicit group sold for 
$9,350. A "Prisoner's Letter" malled by a Confederate P.0.W. from Fort Delaware, 
DE, and marked accordingly on the envelope, made it past the censors, selling for 
$1,430. (Prices include 10% buyer's premium.) B 
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C huck Hand of Paris, IL {the cultural capital of Lincolnlana!) has just issued his Catalog #14, con
taining close to 400 items relating to the Lincoln assassination. Included are reference books, 
autographs, cartes-de-visite, stereo views, imprints, books in wraps, etc. There are over thirty 

autographs of Lincoln associates. A 5 x 7" mounted photograph (pictured at right) is detailed on verso 
"John Wilkes Booth hideout in Maryland, old lady Paterson last owner 1891. Commerce Collection." Chuck 
notes that this was, in all liklihood, the Lucas cabin where Herold and Booth stayed during their time on 
the run. ($150.) An autograph on index card of Dr. Joseph K. Barnes, ranking medical adviser at Lincoln's 
deathbed, is $150. An autograph of James Tanner who, on April 14, 1865, took down in shorthand the tes
timony about Lincoln's assassination, Is $125. Tanner lost both legs at the Second Battle of Bull Run and, 
after recovering, attended Ames· Business College to study shorthand. In 1864 he was employed by the 
Ordnance Bureau in Washington, DC and lived next to the Peterson House. A military document ~------ r------
signed by Edward Doherty, one of three officers In command of the troops that pursued and killed 
John Wilkes Booth, is $300. Apropos of that, two rare copies of Finis L. Bates' Escape and Suicide 
of John Wilkes Booth, published in Memphis in 1907, are offered at $500. (One in lesser condi
tion is inscribed and signed by the author!) Finis L. Bates was an attorney from Memphis, 
Tennessee, with no specific interest in Abraham Lincoln or his assassination. That is until 1872 
when he befriended a man by the name of John St. Helen. After becoming a client of Bates, St. 
Helen confessed that he was in fact John Wilkes Booth, and that he had escaped Union forces in 
the aftermath of the assassination. After becoming deathly ill in 1877, St. Helen gave Bates a tin
type photograph that resembled a younger Booth, claiming it was of himself. St. Helen survived 
his illness, and Bates eventually lost contact with him. In January 1903, a gentleman going by the name of David E. George com
mitted suicide in Enid, Oklahoma. After George's death, Rev. E.C. Harper came forward and claimed that George had confessed ,-..::::::::::::~_1 
to him that he was John WIikes Booth. Word of George's claim eventually reached Memphis and Finis Bates. Bates wondered if 
David George and John St. Helen were one and the same. Bates sent word to W.B. Penniman's funeral parlor in Enid that he was 
on his way to Oklahoma to view the body. To better prepare the remains for an extended period of1lme, Penniman's mortician paid 
special attention to George's embalming. Upon comparing the remains to the tintype given him, Bates determined that David 

George was in fact John St. Helen, who claimed to be John Wilkes Booth. The 
body remained unclaimed In a back room at Penniman's Funeral Parlor for 
several years, becoming a local curiosity for anyone wishing to see it. 
Eventually, the body was turned over to Bates with the understanding that he 
would give it a proper burial. Instead, Bates stored the body in his garage. 
(Hey, what are friends for?) In time, Bates began renting out the corpse to 
small fairs and sideshows to be displayed as Booth's remains. Then Bates 
took the body on tour himself. To increase profits, Bates wrote the book The 
Escape and Suicide of John Wilkes Booth to hawk to folks who had paid to 
see the body. The book was a hit, selling more than 75,000 copies. Despite Its popularity, it remains elu
sive to collectors. This is no doubt due to its cheap construction and the poor quality of the paper on 
which it was printed. Copies In the colorful wraps are even more rare today. The whereabouts of the 
George/St. Helen/Booth corpse is unknown; or at least its present owner does ~-----
not want to be known. The book, however, remains an outstanding relic of a 
long-lived assassination myth. Chuck also is offering a scarce stereoview of the 
National Lincoln Monument and the old receiving vault. This card was pub

lished by B.W. McLain & Co. and is part of the Objects Of Interest On The 
Vanous Lines Of The Wabash St. Louis & Pacific Ry. ($75.) Two stereocards, 
one showing the white marble sarcophagus In the catacomb of the National 
Lincoln Monumeni and the other showing the sarcophagus through the barred 
door of the Monument are $495. Two stereocards of two rooms In the Petersen 
House published by B.W. Kilburn of Littleton, N.H. - on the back of the first card 
someone has written In pencil "In this room the Cabinet & Mrs. Lincoln await
ed the event that bowed forty millions of hearts with sorrow." At the bottom of the second card is print
ed "In this Room the 'Great Emancipator' Lincoln, breathed his last." The photographs were taken in 1892. 
($550.) An autographed photograph of White House guard and assistant, Thomas F. Pendel, is available 
at $495. Speaking of morbid things, for $525, you can buy a copy of John Carroll Power's History of an 
Attempt to Steal the Body of Abraham Lincoln, Including the Lincoln Guard of Honor. with Eight Years 
Lincoln Memorial Services. This first edition was published in Springfield in 1890. And, a private-printed 
souvenir sheet signed by Joseph H. Hazelton, a program boy who witnessed Booth shoot Lincoln, is 
$300. He had spoken with Booth earlier in the afternoon. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 
CA had a substantial catalog in January 2004. An Autographed Letter Signed by Charles Sumner, ":'.::""......,,_.,,_., ___ _._ 
December 27, 1862, partially deals with the raising of Negro regiments. ''The Presdt. will stand firm; & .. ,., ..... .,.,. • .._._~---·"'~- ... -

... , .... .., ...... , .. ....... i,,.r_ ..... ,--~ ... 111• .... -~1 

been talk of employing negro regts. Stanton expects to have 200,000 negroes all in arms by June ==::..:!:.."':t':::.!;::..~=~:::--.. ·;:;:: 
next ... " Issued just four days before the Emancipation Proclamation was to take affect, this commentary from a ~-:~~~--::.::::;.:~.:::-.=.:::.::=:: 

~--•II•~ 

Washington insider and prominent abolitionist sold for $375. A 12 x 19" broadside, designed to be read aloud ,~.:::.:-..::-:....--.:...'":':'..:-.;.:~::i:::.:..--:.:.::= 
in churches, reprints the plea of the Roman Catholic Bishop "John" of Buffalo, N.Y. issued in the wake of the ;?;::':.;:?!;~£=E~~ 
New York City Draft Riots of 1863. It warns parishioners from participating in acts of violence and urges com- :;:;".:--.:;:;;::-:..-:::::.:::'.:,::-;,':."::.~ ·,-,: 

;!ln1,1• .. ...,••"""•....,.1;,,,,1o_.,_.,....,...._.,..,... 
pliance with the law. " ... In New York, many misguided men, yet very few we believe practical Catholics, have :-.:::.:.:::-:.-:.~==~:.:-..::::;!:::;!"'.::.: 
shed blood in the late riot. .. [they must] repent their participation in the riot or be lost forever!... Should there ;:~...;S:~=~~~-=·;'E='?.:: 
be a draft, fewer will be drafted than would probably be killed in a unholy struggle against law. And, if any of you -· .. =::~.::~ ....... -.-.ii--•·-· .............. -~ ................ - ...... c.-. 

be drafted, we will try to protect and aid ... we exhort you to trust in God and not lend yourselves to any exciter :::.;.:!"'.::..:.:::-...."'::~' . .":;::;~:.'!.;--::.="..= 
of mob violence which leads to murder!,, Estimated at $2,500-3,500, it was redeemed tor $2,875. A letter writ~ .::-.:=::~.=':. .. :::-..:.:L:-:=-:=::.::= 

·-- .. .,- ..... - •t-_ .... ..,_.,,_,... 

ten from Maine two days after Lincoln's assassination, comments on the sad state of affairs: " ... The appalling ;..,"::.;::::-=-..::-_..;,::.::,~=.,~:.,..-;~ 
11 ........ -~ .......... ..., ................. -., ..... -

news has moved the people of Portland profoundly; and appears to be one of the most damnable acts on record. ~·:::.~,-..,_, -·-- ~•--~
Every copperhead of the north and every traitor of the south who has dared to associate falsely and malignant- - • ·-·-·"~"no, lllll1p ,, ....., 

ly the name of Abraham Lincoln with tyranny is responsible for the perpetration of the outrage ... We have now LL~~~~___:_-~===-

found that secession means assassination; and I trust the rebels will find it means extermination. If I am not mistaken Andy Johnson, will be apt. school 
master in teaching them that lesson. He has lived among them and I judge had learned to be relentless ... " $300. A single leaf (printed on both sides) from a 
Jacksonville, Illinois poll book from 1840, recording the votes for the Democratic and Whig electoral tickets, had "Abram Lincoln" listed as a presidential 
elector on the Harrison slate. Lincoln tailed in this early attempt to go to Washington. It tallied $920. A "Presidential Campaign of 1860" Lincoln-Hamlin let
terhead announcing the location and hours of the headquarters (at the Astor House) sold tor an uptown price of $550. Lincoln stayed at this hotel when he 
gave the Cooper Union speech and when he visited Mayor Fernando Wood on his pre-inaugural trip. The Union Executive Committee also operated from this 
location during the election of 1864. Close access to printing and publication concerns greatly facilitated the dissemination of campaign materials. A 13 x 
17" lithograph of "Confederate Commanders" was also offered. In this artistic collage, Jefferson Davis and his generals are arrayed in a symbolic and imag
inary setting beneath a portrait of Thomas Jefferson. We have seen the companion work, "Union Commanders", both in similar format and cabinet cards, 
but never the Confederate version. It realized $800. And, as we go to press, the Raynors have just closed another of their "Limited Edition" sales. Over 600 
lots were offered in sixteen categories. An 1862 Richmond imprint, Cause and Contrast: An Essay on the American Crisis, lauds Jefferson Davis as the 
"Chosen Chief of United Southern Patriotism: Who, in violation of no constitutional obligation, and usurping no principle of special or universal liberty, stands 
forth a true representative of pure Americanism" while pulling no punches in its defense of slavery. " .. .I have ventured to show that cannibalism and fetishism 
are, and ever have been, the normal and unalterable condition of the negro in his native home - that he is physiologically and psychologically degraded, that 
he is of the inferior species of the human race, wholly dependent upon the Caucasian for progress, enlightenment, and well-being and that, servitude and 
subjection being his natural state, the relation which he bears to superior mastership, in the Confederate States, is merciful to him and the cause of religion 
and civilization ... " $175. In sharp contrast, a Confederate soldier's letter written in 1864 from Georgia, discusses prisoner exchanges and the role of Negro 
soldiers in Union ranks: " .. .We got up an exchange of prisoners got 2000 exchanged, we got Govan's brigade back. They give rather an unfavorable account 
of things. They say our women laughed at them & said they were glad they were taken prisoners, that the Negroes made tun of them, a great many of which 
they found armed. The negroes say they are going to fight under the Black flag, they say they will give no quarter nor ask any. The other day 300 of our men 
took the oath rather than be exchanged and have to fight in our army again ... ! don't know what our authorities are thinking of but I believe it is their inten
tion to fight on Iii we are subjugated. All these sort of people I consider in favor of subjugation for no sensible man can think we can ever whip the United 
States & Negroes too ... " $800. A letter written by a Union defender of Fort Sumter to a Confederate colleague on the day the fort surrendered reads: "I write 
in the greatest haste to say Good bye. Come down & see the ruins, and see what we have stood for & fought amidst for 36 hours. I am sorry that we could 
not have manned the upper tier, for we would surely have smashed the Iron batteries but the firing was too hot..." A very special Civil War soldier's letter, to 
be sure, reflected in the price of $5,460. Another Civil War soldier's letter, Camp of Starvation [?!]. February 1, 1865, describes the duties of a firing squad 
member: "Some Johnny's desert to us, and some of our boys go over to the Rebs ... There were 5 of our men shot last week, caught deserting from the 2nd 
New Hampshire. There were 20 men detailed out of our company to shoot them, and it went hard to do it, but whatever your officer says you must do, you 
do it. Our guns were taken from us, and loaded, and then the 5 men was sat on a log, had their eyes tied up-we stepped back ten paces-ordered to take aim 
and fire-all shot through the head. I do not know if my gun had a ball in it. There was a big hole dug, they were thrown in, and covered up. They do not put 
bodies In bags as others. There is a law passed that if you shot some one deserting, you get $130.00 reward, and a furlough for 20 days. I watch the backs 
sharply for I need the money ... " Nice guy! In retrospect, it seems pretty stupid for Union soldiers to be deserting with two months left in the War (they must 
have had some idea), going over to the Rebels. $800. A check signed by noted photographer Alexander Gardner in 1881 was estimated at $8,000-12,000 (a 
similar check was concurrently offered by a Long Island auction house with a starting bid of $2,500). Gardner was signing in his capacity as the Secretary 
of the Masonic Mutual Relief Association of the District of Columbia. Perhaps this item was a little over-exposed and over-estimated, failing to sell. Doesn't 
anyone get the picture? A 19 x 24" anti-McClellan broadside from 1864, printed by King & Baird of Philadelphia, sold for $920. In it, two planks of the Chicago 
Platform dealing with abuses of the Lincoln Administration (Arbitrary Arrests and Interference with Elections) are contrasted with earlier, supportive state
ments by McClellan, prior to his dismissal by Lincoln. Finally, a homemade, crabwood cribbage board, fashioned by Dr. Samuel Mudd while a prisoner at 
Fort Jefferson, was offered. It was Inscribed by Booth's benefactor: "For Mrs. S. F. Mudd. Please deliver A. J. Dyer for wife very truly yours S. A. Mudd." The 
well-documented piece was estimated at $5,000-10,000. Did the Raynors "peg" this one right? Guess so .... game over at $4,880. 
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S elling for $66 on eBay: a 1933 Chicago World's Fair black amethyst 
vase depicting Lincoln. The vase, 5 inches tall, has glass that is a 
beautiful purple color when held to the light. A neat item I 

M astronet always has some quality polilicals and historical 
Americana. Their catalogs are sumptuously produced and, once 
you obtain a bidder code and password, placing 
bids on the internet is a breeze. (The only draw-

back is navigating the hyperbole of the descriptions!) Their 
December installment had five 

political flags - most impres
sive! A Stephen Douglas 
portrait flag in great condi

tion, the same specimen from 
the U. I. "Chick" Harris sale, 
sold for $19,000, represent-

ing a small loss for the con- ------•■':.':.':.':.':.':.':.':.':.':.':.~-. signor. (your broker will tell you 
that these are long-term Invest

ments!) Llncoln-Hamlln and Bell-Everett 
name flags, removed from a quilt sold by New England auc
tioneer Richard Withington many years ago sold for $9,000 
and $3,500 respectively. A McClellan-Pendleton name flag 
(measuring 8 x 13" and only the second such flag we have 
ever seen) seemed a good buy at $9,900. A McClellan
Pendleton ferrotype jugate, ex. collection Neil Porter (expect 
to see the matching Lincoln-Johnson in a future install
ment!), cost $22,500 -there are less than five known. 

A few "odds and ends" to 
recently appear on eBay: 
an "Ottawa" name rib

bon - $1,300; a GREAT carte of 
McClellan and family, $405; an I 

extremely rare CDV of Dr. Leale, one of II 
three to attend to the President the night of April 14th, $800; a / -
carte of Lincoln secretary John Hay, $360; a 7/8" button from ~~~· 
Hay's failed "hopeful" bid for office, passed at $40/min. bid; a - -
CDV of Vice President - Lincoln opponent (later Confederate general) John 

Breckinridge, $115; and a gorgeous Brady carte of the "Box in Ford's Theatre in Which President Lincoln 
was Shot", $630- a bargain given the $1,500 high-water mark for this same CDV but six years ago! 
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More In the Market! 

W es Cowan's historic Americana sale last November had a fine assortment of pho
tographs, politicals, Western Americana and militaria. Matching ninth-plate 
ambrotypes of Winfield Scott and Henry Wilson, obviously issued early in the War 

and not of a political nature, sold for $750 and $975 respectively. A 38 x 57" Lincoln portrait flag, 
deaccessioned along with a Fremont 
banner from a Western New York historical 
society, was quite similar In design to one sold two years ago 
in the Rail Splitter auction. It had some holes and discol
oration, and was mounted in a very large frame, but was still 
quite impressive. It sold to the underbidder of the Rall Splitter 
flag for $66,000, which only goes to show that opportunity 
does sometime knock twice! A ferrotype campaign badge for Salmon Chase was 
quite distinctive, as well, although on a much smaller scale. Chase had presidential ambi
tions and was a hopeful in 1860. while floating a trial balloon in 1864. Lincoln dashed 
Chase's ambition by accepting his resignation as Secretary of 
the Treasury and appointing 
him as Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court. Despite this, 

hopes die hard, and Chase partisans produced two different campaign buttons for him, prior 
to the 1868 Republican convention. They constitute the earliest known presidential hopeful 
buttons. This one in beautiful condition was "chased" (somewhat tepidly, in our opinion) to 
$625. A colorful 14 x 22" poster depicts Lincoln speaking before a group of African 
Americans, and was issued by the National Urban League in conjunction with a 1940 Detroit 
exposition. "1865-1940. 75 Years of Negro Progress Exposition" is inscribed below the cen
tral image. We have never seen this poster before which is surprising, considered how col
orful it is (take our word for ill). It rolled off the Detroit assembly line for $1,100. 

D ana Linett's December sale had an eclectic mix of collectibles - something 
for everyone. A 31 mm. copper medal commemorating the encounter 
between the two Ironclads, the Merrimac and the Monitor, at Hampton 
Roads, sold. The medal, likely of Northern origin, describes this battle as a 

Union victory, even though neither ship was seriously damaged. It emerged __ _ 
victorious at $1,265. A 9 x 12" military circular issued in Charleston. VA in 
1862 assures people that "The money issued by the Confederate 
Government is secure... Ciuzens owe it to their country to receive it in 
trade ... " If they only knew! (passed against a $4,000 estimate). In Dana's I 
Valentine Day sale (hi ya, sweetheart!) an unusual archive of photographs and 
ephemera related lo the construction of the Lincoln Monument 
from 1914 to 1915 was offered. The group included 49 differ
ent IO x 12" glossy stills (one of which showed the incomplete 
Lincoln statue with its head being positioned by African 
American workers using pulleys), an enormous blueprint for 
the proposed foundation, and a 1927 book on the monument. 
Estimated at $8,000-12,000, this historic archive made 
$5.750. And, of particular note during this current tax season 
is a copy of the very first lncome tax form issued in 1862, 
comprised of but four pages, lacking schedules A, B, C, 1099s 

....---------, or W-2s. Rounding off to the nearest 
whole dollar amount, it sold for $840. 

We don't know how this one "slipped'' by anyone's 
interest... a tintype offered via eBay with just a $500 

minimum bid. With pencil-written notes on the 
verso: "J.W.B. and a friend, New York City, March 
1859 - Gardner's Gallery." Heck ... what more could 

you want in terms of an authentication? 
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S wann Galleries of New York City held two sales in the Fall of 2003. An Autograph Endorsement Signed by Andrew 
Johnson, August 9, 1865, followed the pattern of President Lincoln in deferring to his department head on the mat
ter of a military appointment. "Respectfully referred to the Hon. Secretary of the Navy with the hope that the within 
request will be granted. Andrew Johnson President U.S." (the addition by Johnson of his title being out-of-the-ordi

nary). It sold for $1,500. A Document Signed by Abraham Lincoln, April 8, 1864, was an unbelievably routine appointment 
for "Second Auditor of the Treasury" during the sickness of the regular auditor, but was attractive by virtue of the bold and 
clear signature with Lincoln's full name. It made $4,800. A lot comprised of three diaries from 1861, 1863 and 1865, writ
ten by Harrison B. Herrick. Company D, 110th N.Y.S.V. had some revealing entries related to the infamous Union prison Fort 
Jefferson in the Dry Tortugas. When a ship brought news of Lincoln's assassination on April 22nd, Hamson writes "they had 
three prisoners strung up for rejoicing over it." The entry for July 24th relates "About 2 p.m. the naval transport Florida ... 
came in with the conspirators Arnold, Dr. Mudd, C. Laughlin." S1 ,500. A Booth Reward poster with replacement photos and 
various faults, a prime candidate for restoration. sold for $30,000. 

S tanton Auctions of 
Hampden, MA, offered 
a unique - in the LIT

ERAL sense (one-of-a-kind!)
item in their March auction ... 
an entire wall! Described as: 

. 'Very rare 19th C folk art paint
ing of Washington & Lincoln 
with stars & stripes - plaster 
& lath - 53'x64', a wall 

removed from a home near Woodstock, NY,' the lot had an estimate of 
$1,000-1.500 but only sold for $400. No doubt the tremendous size 
(where do you properly display an ENTIRE wall?) kept the bidders at bay! 

Represented as Lincoln's "Desk Ser - an 
1864 gift to the President. this item failed 
to sell with a minimum bid of $50,000 on 
eBay. Note the unusual wording on the 

engraved plate. Provenance? None. 

- --- -------- - - - - ------ ---- --- --------• 
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S uperior Galleries of Beverly Hills, a numismatic concern, held an auction in 
January that included an unusual lot related to 
Lincoln. A handmade leather-covered box 

contained seventeen medals in silver and bronze and a 
lead test strike by noted engraver Salathiel Ellis (the 
artist who created the Lincoln Indian Peace Medal 
included in the lot}. Many of the medals incorporated 
various Sanitary Commission U.S. shield dies on 
the reverse. One of the medals had a leather neck 
band with two ink inscriptions: "The Gettysburg Medal Award to Dr. J. Letterman. The Home of David WIiis 
Esq. Presented by President Lincoln Nov. 19th 1863" and "On Nov. 19th 1863 President Lincoln was the 
most honored guest of David WIiis Esq. attending the Gettysburg Soldiers Cemetery dedications. This 

medal was personally awarded by Lincoln to Dr. J. Letterman for medical field efficiency during the Battle of Gettysburg. 
Only 18 State Governor Medals were commissioned and only 3 silver and 1 gold award, also presented later to Dr. 

Letterman. RTS, Chingford, MT." This silver medal Is also engraved on the edge: "Dr. John A. Letterman M.D. Medical 
Field Efficiency. Nov. 19th 1863 Gettysburg." A silver plaque with a head of Lincoln, mounted to the outside of the 
case, is Inscribed "Donated by Sylvanus J. Macy Esq. New York 1864. The Union Must and Shall Be Preserved. 
The Grand Army of the Potomac Fund. In and Of the Special Field Corps." Inside the cover of the case, another 
plaque reads: "Metropolitan Fair. U.S. Sanitary Commission. Presented to John Samuel Esq. By His Grace The 
Marquis of Bute. Held in Trust Dept. of Arms. The Vale of Glamorgan 1864." One of the medals had a personal
ized inscription on the reverse: "The Black Hat. John Gibbon" together with an imbedded 25-cent piece dated 
1861. An inscribed magnifying glass owned by the Marquis of Bute in 1864 was also Included in the grouping. 
We're not sure what to make of all this - some additional research regarding Dr. Letterman and Lincoln's visit 
to Gettysburg might have been In order. It would appear that this assemblage was donated to the Fair and auc
tioned off (perhaps Dr. Letterman expired or was not an active collector of Lincoln memorabilia). In any event, 
despite a statement that proceeds of the sale would be donated to a tax exempt organization helping drug 
addicted infants, the group did not "fair" well and went unsold against an estimate of $25,000. 

0 ur friends at the Abraham Lincoln Book Shop of Chicago have now Issued their 154th fixed
price catalog. Should anyone be fortunate to have a complete run of these well-crafted cata
logs, they would have a priceless reference source. A John Locke Scripps 1860 biography of 

Lincoln In wraps, 32 pages in length, described by Nicolay & Hay as a "short autobiography written at 
the request of a friend for use In preparing a popular campaign biography in the election of 1860" is 
$1,500. An 1864 Autographed Endorsement Signed by Llncoln in which the President approves the 
discharge of a Union soldier so he can go home and take care of his widowed mother (both of her 

sons already being In service) is $8,500. ("If Hon. Mr. Van 
Valkenburgh will say distinctly in writing that he desires the dis
charge of Reuben C. Ward, he shall be discharged.") A six-page 
manuscript Lincoln memorial address by Lincoln legal colleague 
(and U.S. Senator and Illinois Governor) Shelby M. Cullom is 
$1,950. (" ... This most wicked rebellion killed Abraham Lincoln, shed 
his blood for his country's salvation, and died a noble martyr for us all. 
Let us bless God that he gave us a good & wise Prest. as Mr. Lincoln 
proved to be ... God controls the events of a great nation. He was with 
Washington. He was with Lincoln."} A John Wilkes Booth signed copy 
of the play "Rake's Progress" with annotations in his own hand, chang
ing some of the dialog for the part he played, that of Frederick Florid, is 
$19,500. And, an advertising circular Issued by B.H. Day of New York 
City for his "family newspaper" Brother Jonathan, 24 x 19 inches, is 
$1,850. Although this specifically promotes the upcoming Christmas 
1860/New Year's 1861 issue, it was evidently issued in advance of the 
November 1860 presidential election since It features on one side 
(under the title "Candidates for President of the United States, 1860") 

large wood engravings of the four main contenders: a beardless Lincoln (from the "Cooper Union" pose 
by Mathew Brady), Stephen Douglas, J.C. Breckinridge and John Bell. Columns of text describe the fea
tures and merits of Brother Jonathan while the verso, which is all text, advertises other "cheap books and 
pictures" available from Day, many somewhat risque for the day. A fabulous, graphic piece of ephemeral 

Clum Auctions of Rushville, OH, recently had 
a specialized sale of lighting devices. We 

thought this stovepipe hat torch might be a 
Lincoln item but were bewildered by the 

bracket attachment at the bottom. Without 
certainty as to vintage, it only brought $180. 
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---------------- THE RAILSPLITTER ----------------

P erhaps speaking to a difficult economy ... or, perhaps the result of overly agressive reserves from consignors, Sotheby's December sale of "Fine 
Books and Manuscripts" saw only 78 of 194 lots sell. A Lincoln ALS. December 1, 1864, on Executive Mansion stationery, was addressed to 
Secretary of War Stanton. It dealt with a recommendation for a military appointment. We found It unusual by virtue of the President's uncustom

ary lack of deference in these matters. " ... [Daniel B. MIiier] is now with the Army of the James. Let him be appointed. A. Lincoln." This presidential direc-
tive made $13,200. An album leaf with decorative border (imprinted "Autographs of the President and Cabinet 1864") was signed by Lincoln and seven 
members of his Cabinet. It was likely used as a fundraiser at a Sanitary Fair. Lightly browned with some minor repaired tears, it sold for $16,800. A print
ed circular, signed in type by President Andrew Johnson, Macon, Georgia, May 8th 1865, was issued shortly before Jeff Davis' capture in Georgia, and 
offered reward money for the capture of Davis and other Confederate government officials suspected of complicity in the assassination of President 
Lincoln. Measuring 8 1/2 x 9 1/2" and estimated at $6,000-8,000, it eluded capture and failed to sell. 

W e hold the opinion that period correspondence - missives with real content - remain undervalued. While graphic ephemera will always enjoy 
greater demand, If you collect to further your knowledge, nothing beats the immediacy of something written at the time by a "witness to his
tory." A fun letter caught our eye recently, selling on eBay for $275. Written from Parsippany, NJ, November 17, 1864 from 'Clara' to her cousin 

Susannah Bigelow at Newfoundland, NJ, she writes on the reelection of Abraham Lincoln. In part. ~--I was up to Boonton last Saturday night to see an 
illuminaDon In honor of Uncoln's election. A great many houses were lighted. Some had fireworks. Rockets were sent off and everything looked splen
did. The band marohed through the streets playing, preceded by torchlights and followed by a large procession of men and boys carrying red, white and 
blue lanterns lighted In the inside with sperm [whale oil] candles and Lincoln and Johnson printed on them in large letters. One patriotic man lighted his 
home with a sperm candle in every pane and put a dry cedar tree In his chimney and set fire to it. The procession passed every house that was lighted 
and cheered there and then adjourned to the hall where they were addressed by two or three speakers. Songs were sung by the Glee Club and the band 
played. Everything passed off very pleasantly. Some of the Irishmen who were opposed to Uncoln 's election have threatened that It will be the last pro
cession the Republicans shall have. It will not be best tor them to try to stop them. I suppose you are tired of hearing about polltJcs, but I must tell you 
how one of the Hanover township copperheads got a vote tor McClellan. I guess you have heard of Mrs. Meeker and her son who /Ive across the street 
from our house. Mr. Meeker was a Republican, but Wesley has always been a strong Democrat until this fall when hs joined the Republlcan party and 
attended their meetings. The week before the election Mr. Lehy Lish, the keeper of the county poor house, and a member of the Methodist Church In 
Parsippany, hearing that Wesley had turned Republican came over to talk to him. Wesley keeps a small store and Johnny Lyon (a good Republican) hap
pened to be in there when Mr. Lish came In. They got into a light argument and Mr. Copperhead was obliged to leave without bringing Wese(y back to 
his party. But he could not give up, so he came over again the night before the election. He looked In the window, and seeing Johnny In the store, went 
around In the house to talk to Mrs. Meeker. He told her; 'if Lincoln was elected there would be a fight In her dooryard' and that she must send Wesley 
up to the polls the next morning by eight o'clock to vote ths Democrat ticket. She Is a very timid woman and of course she believed him. Why should
n't she. He was a Christian, a member of the same church. She told Wesley and he was frightened and went up to the polls as soon as they were open 
and voted the Democrat ticket. Mrs. Meeker was so afraid that she did not sleep a wink all night. Wesley would not vote tor McClellan now, I'll bet you.• 

W illlam Bunch of Chadds Ford, PA had a multi-estate auction in February that included some 
caries. One lot attracted a lot of attention: a Brady Image of Tad dressed as a Union soldier 
with sword and gauntlets, a Brady of Robert Todd Lincoln (taken during his father's presi· 
dency) and a vignetted Gardner Image of Abraham Lincoln, taken in February 1865. We 

hadn't seen the Tad ever for sale - another pose from the same sitting with Tad wearing his hat and 
gloves was sold by Brian Caplan several years ago for $3,000. We reported on an identical Robert 
Lincoln selling at a sale for $4,620 fairly recently. The group sold to a dealer for $3,950, a "bunch" of 
money considering the $300-400 estimate, but perhaps "a good deal" in light of previous records. 
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---------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

C hristie's December sale of books and manuscripts offered 
a 16-page pamphlet publishing a speech by Louisiana 
Senator Judah P. Benjamin. Speech of Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 
of Louisiana, on the Right of Secession, Delivered In the 

Senate of the United States, Dec. 31, 1865 is something that one 
could easily overlook or dismiss out-of-hand as just another imprint 
- after all, haven't we seen thousands of such printed speeches in 
the period leading up to the War? Wrong, Yankee dog! Would you 
believe $3, 100? It was fought over by two dealers in Judaica. An 
ALS by Virginia Governor Henry A. Wise, Richmond, VA, November 
26, 1859, was written to the widow of Old John Brown. "Believe me, 
Madam, that I sadly thank you tor your 'trust In my feelings as a 
man.' Your situation touches those feelings deeply. Sympathizing as 
I do with your affliction, you shall have the exertion of my authority 
and personal influence to assist you In 'gathering up the bones of 
your son and your husband' in Virginia 'for decent and tender Inter
ment among their kindred.' I am happy, Madam, that you seem to 
have the wisdom and virtue to appreciate my wisdom of duty. Would 
to God that 'public consideration could avert his doom, • tor the 
Omniscient knows that I take not the slightest pleasure In the exe
cution of any whom the laws condemn. May He have mercy on the 

___________ erring and the afflicted ... " 
Hopefully, widow Brown 
picked up the remains before 
they started "smoldering in 
the grave." ($12,000.) A 3 3/4 
x 5 3/4" silk seven-star 
Confederate flag, affixed to an 

I 
album page, and autographed 

_ on the page by Jefferson ==~ Davis, was a patriotic offer-
ing. Supposedly a gift from Davis to Senator Howell Cobb of 
Georgia, it sold below estimate for $3,600. A bound volume of 110 

mounted albumens 
by Civil War photog
rapher Andrew J. 
Russell, is described 
as only one of five 
copies known. The 
United States 
Military Rail Road 
Photographic Album 
was likely assembled 
by hand, by the pho
tographer himself, 
affixing paper labels 
to each image. This 
copy was presented 
by Russell to Major 
General Winfield 
Scott Hancock. It 
averaged out for a lit
tle more than $1,000 
an image, selling for 
$120,000. 

P rivate Collections Auction Company of Osprey, Fl sold a comprehen
sive CMI War collection last November. Included were 126 Civil War 
letters written by Albert Crosby Harrison of Red Bank, New Jersey who 

enlisted at age 18 on August 14, 1862 as a soldier in the 14th Regiment, 
Company G, New Jersey Infantry. Also sold were Harrison's 1851 Navy Model 
Colt pistol, his Smith & Wesson No. 1. CMI War CDVs, and photos of 
Harrison at ages 18 and 80. Harrison participated in 33 battles, Including Bull 
Run, Spotsylvania, Petersburg, and Monocacy. His letters comment on these 
battles, as well as Lee's Surrender and Lincoln's assassination. Some com
ments on the 1864 election: ·1 cannot chew that Chicago Platform fine enough 
to swallow It after enduring depravations and difficulties which none but the 
soldiers can Imagine, tor upwards of two years, then vote for the man who 
says the South cannot be conquered and who if elected will bring peace on 
any terms and furthermore. one who dreads to hear of a Union victory. No, 
sooner will I die under the old Stars and Stripes. Don't talk about McClellan 
to the soldiers In the field. We have a better chance here of knowing the rash 
differences between the two men. Take the majority of the soldiers In the field. 
they would sooner vote for Jeff Davis himself and then again look to the Rebel 
authorities. What say they to our men whom they hold prisoners of war? Why 
this, that they will give them a furlough for 30 or 60 days if they w/11 go home 
and vote for McClellan. Here but a few days since, the enemy In front of Butler 
were heard to give three times three cheers for McClellan. I tell you it don't go 
down with the blue bell/es. Uncle Abe the soldiers friend retains the chair tor 
the next four years if the Good Lord spares his lite ... • Along that line of 
thought, on the assassination: "But the worst news which was ever received 
In any army came to us night before last. A dispatch came to us stating that 
our President, Secretary and Son had been murdered. It is horrible. Today the 
news came officially stating that the President was dead and the Secretary's 
son could not survive but that of the father there were very faint hopes enter
tained of his recovery. God grant he may yet live to see the end of this wicked 
rebellion. The best friend we soldiers had on earth was Uncle Abe. He done all 
the good that lay in the power of man to do, and offered the enemy every 
Inducement to come back to the old Union. But they would not and now may 
the sword never be sheathed until the blood of every traitor North and South 
is spilled to atone tor the great crime. No quarters should ever more be shown 
to them ... the old Double Six will not show any mercy or take any prisoners 
and that is the best way to serve them. KIii all we catch tor the advantage now 
Is ours ... "The collection sold for $5,500. 

lll• t Ill"·.\ J J,~ .. .... 
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A lot of unusual items show up at 
paper shows and are often quite 
affordable. This invitation to Horace 

Greeley's final birthday party, purchased for 
$50, is an example. Measuring 5 x 81/2', it has 
a large engraved portrait of the colorful editor 
and political gadfly, along with details of a birth· 
day party to be held in his honor at the 
Manhattan home of Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Johnson. 
The event took place in 1872 - when Greeley 
ran for president. This may have been one of 
the last occasions for celebration, as year's end 
saw his crushing defeat at the polls and his 
untimely demise. Items such as this put a 

L!:oo;=~~------1 'human touch' on American history. Given the 
political context, we can imagine Uncle Horace playing 'pin the tail on the 
Democratic donkey' and reciting 'What I know about birthdays.' 
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---------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

D avid Lesser of Woodbridge, CT just issued a specialized catalog of imprints relating to slavery, emancipation and reconstruction. As usual, we 
noticed a plethora of historical gems. In the aftermath of the Mexican War, a great deal of controversy was stirred up concerning the issue of 
slavery in the newly acquired territories. Many slave-holding states threatened secession at this time - both prior to and after the adoption of 
the Compromise of 1850. These events were witnessed by and no doubt had a strong impact on Congressman Abraham Lincoln. An 18-page 

pamphlet published in St. Louis in 1849, tilled "Extra Evening Post. Speech Delivered by Thomas Hart Benton at Jefferson, The Capitol of Missouri, on 
the 16th May, 1849" is $450. The powerful Missouri Senator, despite instructions to the contrary from his state's senate, disputes that Congress lacks 
power to exclude slavery from the territories, especially the newly-acquired Mexican Cession. He reviews the precedents, including the decision to 
exclude slavery in the Northwest Ordinance and from much of the Louisiana Territory. He notes that prominent Southerners, including Calhoun, had ear
lier agreed with those decisions. (Benton termed his attacks on the quintessential states-righter as "Calhouniacs.") The pamphlet containing Calhoun's 
rebuttal, directed to the "People of the Southern States", dismisses the charges as preposterous and reasserts his doctrine of the equal rights of slave
holders to the territories. The "Calhoun Doctrine" was the primary basis of opposition to the Republican Platform of 1860 and its standard-bearer, 
Lincoln. It is $375. From a previous crisis in our history is "Speech of William Plumer, Jr. on the Missouri Question, Delivered in the House ot 
Representatives of the United States, February 21, 1820" at $175. The New Hampshire Congressman weighs in with the anti-slavery forces in the first 
crisis between Slave and Free States. His argument is a constitutional one. Congress has the power to admit new states under Article IV, Section Ill; and 
thus may exercise its discretion in the manner it thinks best. For the Founding Fathers rejected a clause which would have required Congress, upon 
admitting a new State, to do so "on the same terms with the original states." He demonstrates that Congress has admitted new states with and without 
slavery. That Congress intends to admit Missouri without slavery is no infringement of the rights of Missourians. Anticipating Lincoln by a generation, 
Plumer argues that the Founders Intended slavery to die a natural death. (Ironically, Plumer supported a clandestine scheme for the New England states 
to secede from the Union during the Embargo imbroglio of 1808). Returning to the secession crisis of 1850, we offer the "Speech of Samuel S. Boyd 
Delivered at the Great Union Festival, Held at Jackson, Mississippi, on the 10th Day of October, 1851" for $375. An important and rare voice for 
Mississippi Unionism, Boyd lauds the Compromise of 1850 and condemns "Northern fanatics and Southern ultras." A slavery advocate, Boyd insists 
that the national government, as opposed to "mobs of lawless individuals," has done nothing to "violate the rights and wishes of the people of 
Mississippi." During a state convention held in 1850, Boyd opposed Governor Quitman, rejecting secession as unconstitutional (a view Lincoln would 
adopt ten years later). A pair of pamphlets issued in Cincinnati and Albany in 1847 reprint the Supreme Court arguments of defense counsels Salmon P. 
Chase and William Seward In Wharton Jones v. John Van Zandt. An anti-slavery farmer, Van Zandt (the model for John Van Trompe in Uncle Tom's Cabin) 
was sued by a Kentucky slave holder for the value of an escaped slave that Van Zandt had giving a ride to. The esteemed senators argued that the Fugitive 
Slave Act of 1793 was unconstitutional because it violated the Ordinance of 1787, prohibiting slavery in the Northwest Territory, of which Ohio had been 
a part. Like the Dred Scott decision ten years later, the defense lost their case, but gained attention tor their cause. Ironically, Chase and Seward would 
both vie for the Republican presidential nomination In 1860 and wind up in Lincoln's Cabinet. $3,000. An 1863 pamphlet. printed in Philadelphia, urges 
the use of Black troops, citing their successful deployment by George Washington and Andrew Jackson. "In the heart of the Rebel States there exist four 
millions of an oppressed race, who would gladly aid us in the war we are carrying on, but from regard to the feelings and interests of our enemies we 
have hitherto refused their assistance." Titled appropriately "General Washington and General Jackson, On Negro Soldiers", this 8-page pamphlet is 
$250. In case you didn't notice, Washington and Jackson were both Southerners. An anti-Lincoln pamphlet from 1864, "Document No. 18. Republican 
Opinions About Lincoln", is $250. It is a compendium of "Derogatory Republican statements concerning Lincoln's capacity, compiled for the campaign 
of 1864. The Pomeroy Circular, Fremont's letter of acceptance, the Wade-Davis Manifesto." (sounds like It was issued by the Fremont-Cochrane boys!) 
Finally, another attack pamphlet, published in Baltimore in 1863, is also marked $250. "Loyalty. What is It? To Whom Is It Due" attacks the President, 
whose "want of fidelity to the Constitution is treason to the Union ... How stands the question today? The slave is not only 
declared free, bul, a Bill is introduced to raise and arm one hundred and fifty thousand negroes, to aid in this war ot aggres
sion, subjugation and plunder." OK, what's your point? ... If your interest is American history, ya gotta love this stuff!! 

T his 1860 Lincoln ballot was issued for 
'Sixth Assembly District - Second and 
Sixth Wards Newark [New Jersey].' Like 
many ballots of the 19th century, it doesn't 

mention the names of the nominees, reinforcing the 
notion that voters selected presidential electors 
who did the actual 'electing.' In cases such as this, 
it is sometimes necessary to do some research to 
determine origin and dating (refering to 'Facts 
About the Presidents' tor the number of electors for 
each state in a given year, or ·www.pollticalgrave
yard.com' for the years in which congressional can
didates vied tor office). The presence of two dou
ble-swivel torches and the all-seeing eye of the 
Wide Awake organization leave little doubt that this 
is a Lincoln item from 1860, making such research 
superfluous. eBay: $150. 

RCP11BJ IGJ\ TlrK!IT. 
I --·::=:::::-:::.-=--

twe....11•--1 ... ,,.,._ ... ..,,. ... 
_.nuttl t'I DO!nlU .... ft 
1.,t)lil:_. ILll&Y 

r,\UILD 1.11.Jllll 

w.-.1c::a• ~'"" 
Ultmnl h ,rr.,.;nn,, 
Mt'WrQU:11""-•:-. 

1 h::.~=~:t~ 
WULiUI r,r.,;N\."9'\111 

, ..... 
hJllllt.Q(Ol\_11\' 
, ......... ~~ 

llolfP~r111ua.u,., ,_..., 
il,J.lt • IIJM.s& , __ 
t•t.1.l:UII W 111119,WI•, 

ol(.olrl'ULL 
u.,11,u,r 1,1~..:11. 

43 -----------------------
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Steven Raab Autographs of Ardmore, PA just issued a catalog of eighty-three items at fixed-prices. A signed carte-de-visite of Major General George 
Meade, standing with hat-in-hand, is $1,995. An Autographed Letter Signed by Abraham Lincoln, December 14, 1862, on Executive Mansion sta
tionery, is addressed to Major General Custis in St. Louis. Lincoln writes: "If my friend Dr. WIiiiam Athian of Danville, 1/1/nois should call on you, 

,..,... _____ ...,.. please give him such facilities as you consistently can about recovering the remains of a stepson, & matters connected there-
with." Fithian and Lincoln both served in the Illinois legislature in 1834. Lincoln represented Fithian in a court case and visited 
Danville many times while riding the circuit, even establishing a branch law office there .-----------~, 

i:unith, @.-111io■, 

with Ward HIii Lamon in 1852. He stayed at the Fithian home for a few days during the "'-'-i'-~.If' .J 

Senatorial contest with Stephen Douglas, making an impromptu campaign speech from IJ.L __ .c. 

the balcony of the residence. Dr. Fithian's stepsons were both awarded the Congressional ,,,: ~~..z:; 

Medal of Honor. Both were severely wounded at the Battle of Prairie Grove - one even- • • ....... , m... 
tually succumbing to his wounds. Ward Hill Lamon would later relate the effect it had on 11' f»? /- .t>--
L• I "/ ha/'' I h I l)y.,a.__, J~ A',tA-:...U.-, inco n: s , never ,orget t e scene when took to Mr. Lincoln a letter written by Or. -1 
Fithian to me, describing the condition of the Black boys, and expressing his fears that they ..Ja.~ ,-,t,,....,_ ... = - r, 
could not live. Mr. Lincoln read it and broke into tears. 'Are these dear, brave boys killed in 't' ..., L:, ..,....,_.(,. ~ ~·,,.,.., 
this cursed war? My God, my God! It is too bad/ They worked hard to earn enough to edu- ,,.._,:_,:..~ e.,,~ ~ ,......,,,._, 

~--------' cate themselves, and this is the end. I loved them as if they were my own. "This sad news U:. ~--· rf.,.. ~-,.,,_,, • 
- ~-=:. ~=~ 

reached Lincoln during the Fredericksburg campaign, on the very day that battle ended in 
utter defeat. A few days later, Lincoln was heard to utter "We are now on the brink of destruction." $33,900. 

N ortheast Auctions of R epresented as "an 
Portsmouth, NH held an important museum 
auction in early March. quality early 
Two very unusual pieces American oil por-

attracted our attention. The first trait on canvas of a prom/-
lot was described as "The Wilson nent American Statesman 
Family Shoemaking Benches and and legend. It is not signed, 
Tools. Including a cobbler's bench however has been profes-
with traces of old green paint. sional/y attributed to Charles 
standing workbench in old green Loring Elliott by a Fine Arts 
paint, sign reading 'Henry Wilson·, gallery in St. Louis, MO that has been in business since 1840. "We 
shoe lasts and assorted tools." '-----------~=-.....-c--__. believe this to actually be a chromolithograph, $2,000 on eBay. 
Henry Wilson was an abolitionist Senator from Massachusetts and ~------~----~~~~---~-~ 
Vice-President during Grant's second term of office (he died two 
years into his tenure). He began his career as a young boy appren
ticed to a cobbler. He eventually opened a shop of his own in Natick, 
Massachusetts and then a factory. During the presidential election of 
1872, Grant & Wilson were touted as the "Galena Tanner" and the 
"Natick Cobbler." It Is truly amazing that this ensemble of items was 
preserved) Maybe his folks held on to these in the hopes that Henry 
would leave politics and "get a real Job" or they may have been pre-

served as a reminder of his humble 
1"'"'" __ """31 _ _.-.-. roots. Anyway, someone walked off with 

this group for $2,300. The other lot was 
described as "The Emancipation 
Proclamation American Victorian Rococo 
Walnut Bookcase-Secretaire. The crest 
carved with a bust of Abraham Lincoln. 
crossed cannon and flags, and shield 
with the inscription 'Emancipation, Jan. 
1, 1863."' We have seen the "crest" by 
itself, and always considered it a decora
tive wall hanging. Who knew it was miss
ing something-almost 9 feet of book
case! I A great piece to house your col
lection of Lincoln books, or a compelling 
incentive to begin a collection! It "booked 
out" for $10,060. 

H eritage Galleries and Auctioneers of Dallas, Texas, one of the largest 
numismatic concerns in the country, recently sold the "Aaron T. 
Bliss Collection of Buttons and Political Memorabilia." Bliss collect
ed for around twenty years, buying from some of the prominent 

dealers in the country, amassing a fairly decent collection in the 
process. This slim volume contained a little over 200 lots, 
from George Washington to George H. W. Bush. The sale 
grossed $123,000. Two Andy J. items caught our eye. A 
hand-colored glass lantern slide of Andrew Johnson far 
exceeded its $400 estimate, selling for $1,200. It had a rev
enue stamp 

affixed, dated April 
29, 1865, and a 
paper label on the 
edge, quoting a 
Johnson war-time 
speech at 
Cincinnati. "The 
Flag which was 
borne by Washington, the Patriots of 1812 and Scott in the War 
with Mexico, must be defended in every extremity and at all haz
ards." Despite the revenue stamp, it appears this item was issued 
in 1864 as an election piece. Finally, we've never seen an example 
of this Ivory bust of Johnson, mounted on a long stickpin. It like
wise saw keen competition, attaching itself to someone for $1,600. 



---------------- THE RAILSPLITTER ----------------

M. Smythe's December sale was held at their new facilities located on Rector Street 
in lower Manhattan. A blue and white proof sheet of an unadopted design for a 
Confederate $2 bill - featuring Judah P. Benjamin - was estimated at $6,000-9,000. 
We have often wondered why Confederate currency was sometimes printed on one 

side only. The cataloger of this piece relates the answer; "The cost of printing the lower denom
inations on two sides could not be justified." They couldn't print the cheaper bills on two sides, 
but they could afford to pay Treasury officials to sit around all day and actually sign their 

l'il"'lllll171'"11111 names on each individual 
bill. Go figure! (A proof of this item in black & white is also known.) It reached twice 
the high end of the estimate sellng for $18,400. And, in the same sale was a rather 
attractive proof of a "$100 - 5% Two Year Interest Bearing Note of March 3, 1863" 
complete with three coupons attached. Estimated at $7,500-12,500, it attracted 
$7,475 worth of bidder interest! (Prices include buyer's premium.) . 

I .. 

N ate D. Sanders Autographs of Los Angeles offered in a February 2004 
auction "one of the most fantastic Mathew Brady documents ever!" 
Considering that we can recall 
seeing maybe one or two Brady 

documents/autographs in the past few 
decades - at least examples we believe to 
have been authentic - anything of Brady 
would qualify as fantastic! This offering 
is a legal document, March 6, 1872, In which Brady files suit in New York 
Superior Court against tycoon Jay Gould for non-payment of moneys owed on 
the purchase of pictures and frames. Brady experienced severe financial diffi
culties following the Civil War, attributed both to keen competition and failing 
eyesight. He did, in fact, file for bankruptcy after selling his inventory to the U.S. 
Government in 1875 at a distressed price. The cataloger asserted that "this let
ter was at one point valued at more than $35,000." Would this likewise be a dis
tressed sale? With a minimum bid of $16,500 (17.5% buyer's premium added), 
this "fantastic" piece failed to attract a single bidder, but did generate an after
auction offer at a slightly lower level. It was politely refused. 

A lexander Autographs of Cos Cob, 
Connecticut had one of their typ
ical two-part sales last 

November, comprised of live and mall 
bid segments. A 6 1/2 x 14" broadside 
playbill advertises a "Patriotic Musical 
Festival proposed by some public spirit· 
ed LADIES OF CHARLESTON in aid of 
'THE LADIES' GUNBOAT."' After the 
famous Monitor-Merrimac battle in 
Hampton Roads, the Charleston Dally
Courier published a story describing 
how Confederate women in New Orleans 
had contributed to a fund to pay for the 
construction of a gunboat. Apparently, 
ladies in Charleston were impressed, 
and decided to follow suit. Admission to 
the musicale was 50 cents. It managed 
to raise $1,725 In U.S. currency. 
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J oe Maddalena's "Profiles In History" in Beverly Hills sells autographs in fixed-price catalogs. His most recent list includes an item described as "the 
finest War-date Andrew Johnson letter we have ever encountered", a three-page ALS to President Lincoln - offered at $25,000. Written November 
8, 1862 on "State of Tennessee. Executive Department" letterhead, Governor Johnson apprises Lincoln on the situation, offering criticism of the 
military and making requests. " ... / must again press the propriety, justice, and even humanity of sending that portion of Gen'/ Morgan's command 

composed of the East Tennessee to Tennessee, for the purpose of redeeming the Eastern part of the state, and avenging the intolerable wrong which has 
been inflicted upon them by heartless and relentless traitors. It would be cruel in the extreme to have the East Tennessee Regiments away from their 
homes and defense of their families, when they are willing and more than anxious to restore the Government, and at the same time, protect their wives 
and children against assault, robbery, murder and Inhuman oppression. I ask in the name of all that is right, magnanimous and patriotic, that these 
Regiments be permitted to return ... " Johnson was commenting on a situation common to both North and South ... retainlng troops who preferred to be 
stationed in their native state. Being far from home and incapable of supporting their families adequately prompted many soldiers to go AWOL or leave 
the service at the end of their enlistment. Also offered is a stunning, mounted albumen of Robert E. Lee, astride his =----=-----~ 

horse Traveler, signed by Lee below. It is priced at $49,500. It was ~-------------~ 

1/!/tl 

formerly In the collection of Confederate General Robert D. Lilley 
(1836-86), detailed on the verso: "Bought at Lexington, Va. Oct. 11, 
1870 the evening before he died, Portrait of Gen. Robert E. Lee, with 
guaranteed autograph. Gen. Lee died in Lexington, Va. Oct. 12, 1870. 
This photograph was taken after the war by Miley, Photographer of 
Lexington, and was bought off him October 11, 1870. "And, an ADS 
by Abraham Lincoln, March 16, 1861, transmits the text of the 
unadopted 13th Amendment (prohibiting Congress from interfering 
with slavery in any state where it currently existed) to the Governor 
of New Hampshire. This amendment was proposed as a last ditch 
effort to avoid Civil War, in the knowledge that events had overtaken 
it and that it was too late. $95,000. 

.... ......,, 
,r..-J--6;At.- ,..,.. ...... ,,, .. , ... .,,4',~ -~-

., ___ ...,..,~~a..-
·-,~,,,...., ...... ...,. .... 

f',-i,_,.,.,, __ 

45 -----------------------



---------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER----------------

W
e at the Rail Splitter have gone about investigating the 
source(s) for several items to recently surface from the 
estate of Grace Bedell Billings. Grace Bedell (1848-1936) 
was, of course, the little girl who wrote to Abraham 
Lincoln suggesting he grow his beard. We just learned 

that a good amount of Bedell's personal artifacts and memora
bilia - keepsakes without much historical value - were donated 
last year to the State Collection ~---------
at Illinois Historical. (They are 
stlll trying to figure out what to 
do with such "relics" as her 
purse and letter-opener!) This, as 

"taken" by an opportunist, Michigan Congressman Dondero, who 
simply kept them as his own. This was some seventy years and 
at least three successive owners ago. 

The letters in question are, of course, the correspondence 
that brought the 1 l year-old Grace to national attention and 
might have inspired Lincoln to grow his beard. The young girl's 
letter remains one of the most charming Lincoln ever received: 

Westfield Chatauque Co., NY 
Oct 15, 1860 

Hon A B Lincoln 

it turns out, was a total coinci- Dear Sir - My father has just 
dence to our noticing a few man- home from the fair and brought 
uscript items appearing in eBay home your picture and Mr. 
auctions. For the most part, ;eruat~fiuu;o Hamlin's. I am a little girl only 
these were personal notes to and ' _,.,_.- eleven years old, but want you 

':it»T~~ from Grace - say four or live .- · should be President of the United 
items ln total. • • States very much so l hope you ,. • ¼-u a..,A.,.1.1 a,,JJ,.-,. • 

After contacting the seller, , wont think me very bold to write 
l),u..,•(.<t...' ,L~-....C. 

we learned that there are, in fact, ~ -J.. ~-...L--- ~ -,- to such a great man as you are. 
several branches of the Bedell- ~ ..J,.....,.,._ -1:r ..,__,._ .. {....,.(, Have you any little girls about as 
Billings family involved with this ,-c..t...._,,........., i. i....,., ~,_... , large as I am if so give them my 
story. Now ... while confusing, the r a........:..,:_, ~ l love and tell her to write to me if 
provenance for specifically the ..,__....., • >-<-<1'<1--1 I ,- you cannot answer this letter. I 
items to sell on eBay is as fol- ._______ ====-==-i i!=~===~;,;,::,~~=~=!.J have got 4 brother's and part of 
lows: they originate with a woman whose husband's aunt was them will vote for you any way and if you will let your whiskers 
married to Harlow Billings, Grace Bedell's son. She had moved grow I will try and get the rest of them to vote for you you would 
into the house that Harlow built in Delphos, Kansas, and discov- look a great deal better for your face is so thin. All the ladies like 
ered a variety of items relating to Grace still in the attic. whiskers and they would tease their husband's to vote for you and 

Among the ephemera being sold was this 4 x 6" photo, print- then you would be President. My father is a going to vote for you 
ed by the Victor Georg Studio, a silver-print photograph with an and if I was a man I would vote for you to but I will try and get 
1894 copyright by H.W. Fay scratched into the negative. Herbert every one to vote for you that I can I think that rail fence around 
Wells ray (1859-1949), discussed at length in past journals, was, your picture makes it look very pretty l have got a little boby sis-
for twenty-eight years, Custodian of the Lincoln Tomb in ter she is nine weeks old and is just as cunning as can be. When 
Springfield, Illinois. (Fay is buried in the shadow of the Lincoln you dired your letter dir[e]ct to Grace Bedell Westfield Chatauque 

Tomb at Oak Ridge Cemetery - his County New York 
marker, pictured at left, is adorned / must not write any more answer this letter right off. 
with a plaque inscribed with a Lincoln Goodbye. 
quote: ''I cannot conceive how a man 
could look up into the heavens and 
say there is no God.") Fay has 
inscribed the photograph "To Grace 
Bedell Billings, one of the first original 
photos of Lincoln after you induced him 
to wear a beard. Taken about 10 days 
before you saw him. H. W Fay, owner of 
original negative. ·• He added a presen
tation note at the top "H. W Fay, 
Custodian Lincoln's Tomb, July 18, 

1922. "We thought it quite neat to have these two figures in the 
Lincoln story tied together in this one item. 

Now, in addition to the side of the family that donated mate
rial to Springfield, and the di.slant relations who sold a few 
pieces on eBay, there is a great-grandson living in Colorado who 
recently sought counsel on the legal steps necessary to recover 
his great-grandmother's letter to Lincoln and the President
elect's letter in response. He argues that his great-grandmother 
never "gave" the Lincoln/Bedell letters away and they were 

Lincoln's reply is equally as famous: 

Springfield, Ill. 
Oct. 19, 1860 
Miss. Grace Bedell 

Grace Bedell 

My dear little Miss. - Your very agreeable letter of the 15th. is 
received. I regret the necessity of saying I have no daughters. I have 
three sons - one seventeen, one nine, and one seven, years of age. 
They, with their mother, constitute my whole family. As to the 
whiskers, having never worn any. do you not think people would 
call it a piece of silly affection if I were to begin it now? Your very 
sincere we/I-wisher. 

A. Lincoln 

Nearly five months later, the fully bearded Lincoln arrived in 
Westfield, where he interrupted a political address to invite his 
little correspondent from Westfield up to the platform. There, he 
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Cabinet card of the famous Lincoln Jetter to Grace . The verso Is titled "Mr. 
Lincoln's Whiskers. Photograph Copy of a Letter From Him to the Little Girl Who 
Induced Him to Cultivate Them." The accompanying text details a letter from the 
adult Grace recalling the specific events, the text of her original letter, Lincoln's 
reply, and a recounting of their brief meeting in Westfield, NY. (Published In 1883 

by J.C. Power, custodian of the National Lincoln Monument at Springfield. IL) 

kissed Grace and told her he'd taken her advice. Grace later mar
ried banker George Billings. with whom she moved to Kansas in 
1870. To this day, a large segment of the Billings family remains in 
Delphos. In fact, the Delphos State Bank, founded by the first 
Billings to settle in Delphos, is still operating. 

Popular myth has indeed confirmed that Grace "induced" 
Lincoln to grow out his beard, though his letter to her hardly veri
fies the story. Still ... we accept Grace as the little girl who served as 
Lincoln's youngest and possibly most influential style consultant! 

Grace Bedell Billings, late In Ille with her three grandchildren. One of boys, 
Roger Billings, remained In Kansas to run the Delphos State Bank. The son of 
the child on the far right now wants the "family letters" returned. The distant 
family member who sold the Fay Inscribed photograph kindly included this 

family photo with the lot! 
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The "Gettysburg Lincoln" 
by Alexander Gardner, 8 November 1863 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME, photography 
and Lincoln coll~on can obtain an 
Imperial salt photograph of Alcxandef 
Gardner's famous Lincoln image 
[Ostendorf#77J, rakenjust ll days prior 
to the Gettysburg Address. There 1s no 
more powerful image of Lincoln to be 
hadl Truly, as Lincoln said, "there is 
the animal himself." 

OUR COLLODION GLASS WET-
P LA TE, directly derived from the 
destroyed origmal imperial-format glass 

pl111c, was made to produce sah and albumen photographs. In fact, lllll'. 
time you have =i: seen this image of Lincoln, its original derivation 
was our collodion glass plate! 

ONLY ORIGINAL METHODS have been used in this productioo
the very same methods that Gardner himself would have used in making 
such photographs. It is exactly these methods that bring us the 
evocative nalln"C ofa 19th century photograph. 'The size has an 
unbelievable impact, bringing Lincoln ''to life" - war-weary wrinkles, 
pores, and all! This cannot be a more engiiging photo! 

TRIS PHOTOGRAPH has a clwity and richness that can Q!!Jx be 
produced from an original early wet-plate. There is much in Lincoln's 
face that our photos will reveal which you have not seen before: 
individual whiskers; pcnclnlling eyes; an incredible skin quality; an 
unusual definition 10 the tic and coat, and more. 

TilA T nus IS DERIVED from the glass plate is most apparent The 
collodion process used is clearly visible, as is the edge of the glass plate. 

THE PRODUCTION is by France Scully Osterman, a specialist and 
educator in wct-plalc collodion photography and editor of The Col/odion 
Journal and Mark Osterman, photographic process historian. 'They an: 
two of the leading fashioners of the long lost salt photograph from 
original plates: and it is their skill that allows you to own such a life-like 
image of Lincoln. 

THESE ARE STRICTLY LIMITED to 375 Numbered Prints and 85 
Publisher's Proofs, each on Authentic Salt-print paper, mounted to a 
I 00% acid-free backing. Presented in a protective 314 leather and linen 
ponfolio, with overlaid gold-stamped leather panels. The portfoLio is 
lined with acid-free paper. Included is a wealth of historical material 
about the print 

WE GUARANTEE th111 ihesc photographs will delight you; but if not, 
your money will be immediately refunded. A Certificate oflimitatioo 
will accompany each photographic print TIM: photograph has been 
discretely blind-stamped, so future generations will not believe they 
were produced by Gardner himself in the 1860s. 

THESE PRINTS will duplicate clU!cily what Gardner's artistic eye 
wished us to sec from his plate. II is the equivalent of any 19th century 
photograph and shows you what the contemporary public migh1 have 
viewed, if they had been produced. We predict that these photographs 
will become even more valuable to future collectors. 
TIME PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE. 

Numbered, Limited Editioo 11" x 14" Original Photograph 
on a 16" x 20" Mount ........................................................... $3,750.00 
Select Anist's Proof .............................................................. $5, 750.00 
Deluxe Archival Frame with custom velvet mats and 
UV light pro1cction glass {as abovc) ..................................... $1,250.00 

For More Information or to Order• Photograph, Contact: 

Abraham Lincoln Book Shop, Inc. 357 W. Chicago Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60610//312/944-3085.. .. 312194M549 (fax) 

Checks and Money Orders accepted via mail. 
Visa and MasterCard accepted via fax, phone, mail, or use our secure 

web si1e at www.ALiooolnBookShop.com 
Shipping and Handling wiU be charged, via UPS. 

Illinois residents add 8.75% sales tax 



~notber ~reat jf inb! 

R ail Splitter Joe Freedman sent us this 8 x 10" Black recruitment 
handbiU from Philadelphia that we thought was quite neat! It is 
similar in content and wording to a large broadside that we 
reported on a few years back. It is signed in type by fifty-five 
civic leaders including Frederick Douglass. The noted aboli-

tionist was a strong advocate of emancipation and using former slaves 
and freemen as combat troops. He pushed this agenda on President 
Lincoln at every opportunity. Many of the other signers appear to be 
religious leaders of the community. The theme of the handbill is that 
free Blacks can earn respect and liberty for their race by enlisting for 
three years' service in the army. The appeal is strongly worded, 
impassioned and stirring: "For generations we have suffered under 
the horrors of slavery, our spirits cowed and crushed, and hopes of 
the future of our race involved in doubt and darkness. But now the 
whole aspect of our relations to the white race is changed. Now there
fore is our most precious moment. Let us Rush to Arms! Fail Now and 
Our Race is Doomed on this the soil of our birth ... Our enemies have 
made the country believe we are craven cowards, without soul, with-

MEN OF COLOR, TO ARMS! NOW OR NEVER! 

out manhood, without the spirit of soldiers. Shall we die with this ..... _ , ... ,..!°'f,,, 
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stigma resting on our graves. No! A thousand times No! We WlLL w.,,..,..,.., t'w~~.., f.J:~,;.,. ..,_,,_ t'::' .. ~. 
Rise!. .. We have seen what Valor and Heroism our brothers displayed }~~ f.N~:i:: ~~- g_~ jl:~'5~~ .. 
at Port Hudson and at Milliken's Bend; though they are just from the U::·~. H•'";li,;,';,,, ~:U:,::~ t-J" ... '\.... ;:_:,:~,--·••":.l:C::'· 
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galling, poisoning grasp of slavery, they have star e the world by • • • .. _, .,io>, .,.,.., .......... T • .,_ r::::•t~. 
the most exalted heroism. If they have proved themselves heroes, .._ __________________ ~:..:____j 

can we not prove ourselves men? Are Freemen Less Brave Than Slaves? ... Men of Color! Brothers and Fathers! 
We Appeal to You! ... by all your desire for Citizenship and Equality before the law, by all your love for the Country, to stop at no sub
terfuge, listen to nothing that shall deter you from rallying to the Army .. ." This appeal was quite successful, with Black troops distin
guishing themselves in battle - notably at Fort Wagner - and turning the tide of war in the Union favor. Unfortunately, the recognition 
and the reward they earned (and rightfully expected) was not forthcoming in the peace that followed. 

In the next issue of The Rall Splltter, Bob Raynor of Historical Collectible Auctions shares 
insight as an auctioneer on how he built his business. He will also address the growing concern 
of replevin actions threatening the trade in historical documents. And, in his next installment of 
The Written Word, Dan Pearson examines the rare 1860 campaign biography written by Reuben 

Vose, revealing some curious facts and myths surrounding this unusual publication. 
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