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THE STORY BEHIND THE EMANCIPATION PEN 

A 
Geoffrey Perret 

!though Lincoln had decided in July 1862 to issue an 
emancipation proclamation he still had not made up his 
mind on the first question emancipation was going to 
pose-would he arm black men to kill white men? l.incoln 

did not believe, and may not have wanted to believe, that black 
Americans could or would fight. It would take something or 
someone to change his mind. 
That someone turned out to be 
George Livermore. 

On July 10, 1862, Livermore presented a paper at the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. A successful shoe and leather 
merchant, Livermore's deepest interests were scholarly and liter
ary. His paper was called, "An Historical Research respecting the 
Opinions of the Founders of the Republic on Negroes as Slaves, as 
Citizens, and as Soldiers." Three months later Livermore's presen
tation, and the documents it drew upon, was published as a book 
which went through five editions and a pamphlet that presented 
its conclusions selling more than 100,000 copies. 1 

More than half of Livermore's book was devoted to black 
soldiers in the Revolutionary War and included numerous obser
vations such as this, from a Hessian officer: "No regiment is to be 

seen in whie,h there are not Negroes in abundance; and many of 
them are able-bodied, strong and brave fellows." 2 

Livermore's friend, Charles Sumner, presented Lincoln with 
a first edition of the book, which Lincoln read, deeply impressed. 
When he mislaid his copy, Lincoln asked Sumner to send over 
his own. Edward Bates, the Attorney General, was equally 
impressed. 

Livermore made a convincing case that black men would 
fight for America and would fight effectively under white officers. 
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Just as important, perhaps, was the reassurance he provided 
that in arming black soldiers Lincoln would be doing as 
Washington had already done. 

In mid-November, he acted like a man who suddenly realizes 
he has wasted valuable time. Lincoln almost certainly expected 
that raising black regiments would follow emancipation-if it 
happened at all-and not precede it. Now, however, having read 
Livermore, he authorized the revival of Hunter's experiment, the 
1st South Carolina Infantry. Black soldiers would precede, not fol
low, the Emancipation Proclamation, like men carrying it on their 
bayonets. continued page 4 

A MAN OF LEITERS: AN INTERVIEW WITH CHRISTIE'S MANUSCRIPT SPECIALIST CHRIS COOVER. 

,[Chris Coover is Senior Vice-President and specialist in manuscripts at Christie's in New York. In that capacity, over the last 26 years, he 
has written significant portions of some 100 printed catalogues, and is credited with many world auction prices for manuscripts, culmi
nating last year in the historic sale of American historical manuscripts from the legendary Forbes family collection, which brought 30 mil
lion dollars. The single most valuable manuscript he has ever catalogued was Leonardo da Vinci's Codex Leicester, sold in 1995 to Bill 
Gates for $30.8 million dol'lars, still a record for a single autograph manuscript. He is fond of saying that. in his work, while he is some
times out of his depth, and is usually overworked, he has almost never, fortunate
ly, been bored. Coover is a frequent appraiser on PBS's Antiques Roadshow.] 

Rail Splitter: How did you get into this field? What did you 
study and did you work in the field before joining Christie's? 

Chris Coover: I suppose I came by an interest in manu
scripts and rare books naturally, since my father was, during 
my whole childhood, music librarian at Vassar College and 

quite a bibliophile. His most recent book, in fact, is an enormous, very detailed bibliography 
of music catalogues-including exhibition, dealer and auction catalogues. His dedication to 
his research was a strong lesson to me: often on fall afternoons, we would watch football 
games together (we were great Giants fans), and between plays, he would carefully check 
and edit pencilled notes on 3 x 5" cards for whatever research project was underway. 

I majored in music, and came in the encl to focus on music history. My special interest 
was 16th century instrumental music. 1 played (and still do, a bit) the classical guitar and 
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From the Publisher 
Procrastination_., Illumination, and 

Detusion! 
I have never tried to conceal my opinions, nor tried to 
deceive anyone in reference to them. 

- A. Lincoln, Debate, Freeport, August 27, 1858. 

The "Summer/Fall" issue now in your hands is, without apol
ogy, quite late ... most likely delivered four or five weeks 
after the official start of winter. This represents our 
anniversary - our ninth year publishing this journal. I 
must confess that each year at this time, it gets harder and 

harder to recover from our annual auction ... harder and harder 
to summon the verve to get this journal invigorated for another 
year. But, before long, I find the seed of motivation - usually the 
urge to climb on my soapbox. In the case here, indulge me if you 
will by allowing a small narrative. 

First... did you happen to notice lot #227 in our September 
catalog? The item was pictured on both the cover and in the 
color centerfold, articulating how much we liked the piece: 

Lincoln wants to promote Berdan ... 
A request of the War Department they promptly turn down! 

LINCOLN, Abraham. ADS, an endorsement on a blank sheet, 4 x 6" with por
tion of blank integral leaf, August 17, 1863. In full: "It is known that I have 
long thought Col. Berdan should have a Commission of Brigadier General. I 
will not order it over the head of the War Department. A. Lincoln. Aug. 17, 
1863." This short letter provides insight into the often strained relationship 
between the military and their Commander-in-Chief. 

Hiram Berdan (1823-93) was a brilliant New York inventor who, prior to 
the Civil War, was recognized as this country's top marksman. In the summer 
and fall of 1861, he personally recruited 
18 companies from eight states, which 
would be formed into two regiments. His 
assignments included: colonel, 1st United 
States Sharpshooters (November 30, 
1861 ); commanding 2nd Brigade, 3rd 
Division, 3rd Corps, Army of the Potomac 
(February 19-March 1863); commanding 
3rd Brigade, 3rd Division, 3rd Corps, Army 
of the Potomac (March 13 - June 20, 
1863); and commanding 2nd Brigade, 11st 
Division, 3rd Corps, Army of the Potomac 
(July 2-7, 1863). His men, each of whom 
had passed rigorous marksmanship tests, 
were dressed in distinctive green uniforms 
and supplied with the most advanced long
range rifles equipped with telescopic 
sights. Even when assigned to a brigade, 
the regiments were usually detached for 
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special assignments on the field of battle. They were frequently used for skir
mish duty. Berdan fought at the Seven Days and 2nd Bull Run. 

Lincoln was more than familiar with Berdan's exploits and service to his 
country. On June 13, 1861, Berdan had a morning interview with the 
President in which he discussed forming a regiment of sharpshooters. The 
matter was then referred to the Secretary of War where it was most likely put 
"on a back burner." On September 20, 1862, Lincoln wrote to Edwin Stanton: 
"Col Berdan's Sharp shooters, are an irregular (in a sense, an illegal) organi
zation. It's field and staff officers have had no commissions. It is a good deal 
reduced by skirmishes, battles, and other hard service. So far as I know, there 
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are no jealousies against it, and it is universally appreciated. I therefore pro
pose that the Sec. of War, with the assistance of the Adjutant General, and 
Col. Berdan, put the corps into the most effective form, regardless of exist
ing regulations; and I will recommend to Congress to ratify it, giving 
Commissions, pay etc. from the time individuals respectively entered the ser
vice." Berdan's Sharpshooters had neither state nor federal authority and 
were serving without official status or pay. Then, almost a full year later, we 
have Lincoln penning the endorsement offered here. The War Department 
(Stanton) ignored Lincoln's request and Berdan failed to receive the promo
tion. Not until later in 1865 was he awarded the brevets of br'igadier and 
major general - for leading brigades at both Chancellorsville and Gettysburg. 
A unique document and interesting piece of history. (Est. $8.000-12,000) 

Initially, no one questioned the endorsement - most 
assuredly in the hand of Lincoln. We then learned the document 
first surfaced two years earlier in a small, Ohio auction and was 
subsequently returned by the purchaser. (He took his acquisi
tion to a manuscript specialist who raised concern as to its 
authenticity.) Our consignor, unaware of the previous sale, pur
chased it two months later at another regional auction in Ohio
apparently the owner simply sent it to a different house to sell 
once again. Given even the sUghtest risk of misrepresentation. 
prior to our sale we sent copies to friends in the manuscript field 
to ascertain opinions hoping to build some consensus. 

One observed the "t''s, were crossed inappropriately. 
Another saw slight hesitations that shouldn't be present and 
questioned the way the ink lay on the paper - almost as if ink had 
been applied to old paper but not absorbed. To put the matter to 
rest, we sent the actual document to a specialist who made a 
copy enlarged many times. Without question, we could discern 
enough stroke pauses and "lifts" to the pen to prove the piece 
"problematic." (Even though the ,item was withdrawn from our 
sale, absentee and left bids reached $14,000. No matter how com
petent the "artist," and the standard caveat emptor rule, I wonder 
how many dealers or auctions would have gone ahead and 
"placed" this item.) The consignor, suitably outraged, is now pur
suing legal recourse from the Ohio auctioneer - with suspicion of 
possible conspiracy between the owner of the item (and possi
ble forger?) and the two auctions. The point to appreciate, how
ever, is just how good a forgery this was! Most documents and 
letters safely fall into either the "it is" or "it isn't" categories - lit
tle doubt as to authenticity or spurious nature. But... every now 
and then we come across something that scares us ... a piece that 
really shows skill at the craft of deceit. As we like to remind you, 
take the time to answer all possible questions before making an 
acquisition and thoroughly go about your due-diligence. Hey -
we can all be fooled! 

Speaking of our auction, did any of you catch our very own 
Curtis Lindner, Editor extraordinaire, on N.B.C.'s Today Show 
September 4th? Curtis appeared with Lester Holt (Matt Lauer 
and Katie Courie refused to be upstaged) to show a few items in 
our sale. It was a tremendous segment - Curtis proved excep
tionally "telegenic" with a presence few could muster. We also 
garnered national coverage in several journals - ranging from the 
Arts and Antiques Weekly to the Antiques Roadshow Insider. Each 
appearance included information on how to contact us. Given 
the reach of these opportunities, you might assume we were del
uged with offers. Well... 

• A woman called to inform us she had "Abe and Mary's can
dlesticks from their home." We inquired as to provenance and 
were told that her grandparents were presented with the arti-



facts by the Rockefellers. They worked as a cook and butler at one of the Rockefeller 
homes and these were a Christmas present one year. We patiently pressed the matter not
ing that the Rockefellers were passionate collectors and it seemed odd they would give 
away such an important piece of American history ... something they would most likely 
have included in one of their numerous museum holdings. Perhaps they gave a pair of can
dlesticks similar to those owned by the Lincolns. No. These were definitely those owned 
by the President and First Lady. No, she didn't know "which home" - be it Springfield or 
the White House. No, she didn't have any paperwork or notes from her grandparents iden
tifying the relics. Explaining how they were "problematic" given the lack of evidence/doc
umentation, we were angrily told that "anyone would know they were the Lincoln candle
sticks just by looking at them." 

• Noting that our auction included a locket of Lincoln's hair (part of a framed display 
from one of the Honor Guards at the funeral in Albany - a substantive locket accompanied 
by perfect provenance), a gentleman called to offer us an additional 977 strands of hair. 
(An EXACT number!) Naturally we inquired as to the history; how/when it was obtained. 
The strands were sold to the man by an antique dealer back in 1971 and "comes with the 
original envelope labeled 'Lincoln Hair'." We politely declined the opportunity to help 
move the folicles. 

• We were provided innumerable opportunities to acquire Bixby letters, Gettysburg 
Addresses, and Emancipation Proclamations - all on faux parchment paper and "guaran
teed" to be genuine. 

Not a single call, email or letter proved worth pursuing. Quite surprising given the vis
ibility we attained. This reinforces an opinion I've held for some time: yes, occasionally there may be a "discovery" in an attic, basement 
or trunk - but most every piece of Lincolniana of consequence is already in some collection, be it private or institutional. The stuff is 
getting hard to find! (All right... I will confess to one call that translated into something of interest. After careful negotiations, the largest 
owner of Krispy Kreme franchises in the Southwest "paid" for his auction catalog with coupons for ten dozen free donuts. No ... I really 
didn't need them ... and what's your point?) 

After a necessary hiatus, we're back ... fired-up for another year of discoveries and fun! Please remember: this is a member-driven 
journal/organization. We need your help to keep this substantive and worth the effort. Share whatever you come across that might be 
of interest to your fellow Rail Splitter. And, please remember to contact us soon if you have any consignments for our next auction! 

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR RAIL SPLIITERS! 

We have been given the opportunity to make available for 
our members copies of the followmg out-of-print books -
while the limited supply remains available - at a dis
counted rate. Take advantage of this opportunity while 

you can! Just send your order with a check to: 
The Rail Splitter, Post Office Box 275, New York, NY 10044. 

• A necessary reference source - the definitive work on Lincoln illustrated 
envelopes and stationery: Abraham Lincoln Illustrated Envelopes and letter Paper 1860-1865. 
James W. Milgram. Northbrook, Ill.: Northbrook Publishing Company, Inc., 1984. Now out of print, 
these are increasingly difficult to find. Profusely illustrated, cloth, 272 pages. ($60 post-paid.) 

• Prisoners' Mail from the American Civil War by Galen D. Harrison. Cloth, 306 pages, profusely illus
trated. Published in 1997, this now scarce study is a definitive resource documenting the mailing of 
correspondence from both Union and Confederate prisons ... how it was handled, the various cancel
lations, just about everything you would need to know about covers from almost every known place 
of incarceration. ($50 post-paid.) 

• Sanitary Fairs -A Philatelic and Historical Study of Civil War Benevolences by Alvin & Marjorie Kantor. 
Cloth, 304 pages, profusely illustrated. Published in 1992, this remarkable study details everything 
from the covers and stamps issued to where and when each fair was organized. Beyond a necessary 
reference source for philatelic and ephemera related to all the fairs, it provides great detail on the ori
gins of the Red Cross. ($50 post-paid.) 

3 

o/'~...,__, 



------------------- THE RAIL SPLITTER -~--------------The Emancipation Pen, cont. 
On December l Lincoln's annual message was read out in 

Congress. He used it to repeat his plea for the border states to 
enact compensated emancipation. Lincoln also renewed his faith 
in colonization. No freed slave would be pressured into leaving 
the country, but he made no secret of his wish 
that many, if not most, would choose to do so. 

What he emphasized, though, was that the 
proclamation's gains would have to be preserved 
by amending the Constitution. Lincoln wanted 
Americans to contemplate a future in which there 
were no staves and millions of recently freed 
blacks lived aiongside whites as fel'low citizens. 
And remember, Lincoln reminded his countrymen, 
that for every black person will be seven whites. 

been shaking hands since nine o'clock this morning, till my arm 
is stiff and numb," he told Seward, but he was determined to pro
duce a bold, firm signature. The willed result was a firmer, bold
er signature than usual. 1 

Seward attached the Great Seal of the Union 
to the proclamation and counter-signed. Two 
days later the pen that Lincoln had signed with 
(and almost certainly the one used to write it) 
was on its way to Boston, in a white wrapper on 
which Lincoln had written "Emancipation Pen." It 
was going to George Livermore. s 

1. George Livermore, An Historical Research respecting the 
Opinions of the Founders of the Republic on Negroes as 
Slaves, as Citizens, and as Soldiers, (Boston: 1862); 
Charles Deane, "Memoir of George Livermore," 
Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, X 
(Jan. 1869). Cf. Proceedings of the MHS, VI (August 1862). 
2. Livermore, 143. 

He urged them, too, to step back and view 
themselves objectively-"We cannot escape histo
ry ... The fiery trial through which we pass will light 
us down, in honor or dishonor, to the latest gener
ation ... In giving freedom to the slave we assure 
freedom to the free-honorable alike in what we 
give and in what we preserve. We shall nobly save, 
or meanly lose, the last best hope of Earth." :i 

On December 30, with the Cabinet crisis 
resolved, he convened it to consider the final draft 
of the promised proclamation. He distributed 
copies of his draft and when Seward reached a 
passage that declared the government and the mil
itary would "recognize the freedom of such per
sons," i.e. freed slaves, he looked up. "I think, Mr. 
President, you should insert, after the word 'rec-

''Abraham Lincoln. President of the 
United States. Signing the 

Emancipation Proclamation. " 
Published in 1864 by John Dainty of 

3. CW, V, 518-537. 
4. Henry J. Raymond, The Life and Public Services of 
Abraham Lincoln, (New York: 1866), 762. 
5. Frank Moore, Rebellion Record, VIII, Diary, 54-55. Cf. 
David Donald, Charles Sumner and the Rights of Man, 
97. "Military necessity" was also the essential justifica
tion that Lincoln emphasized pr,ivately CW, VI, 49. 

New York, this engraving - as the case 
with similar works of art - depicts 
Lincoln using a quill pen to sign the 
Proclamation ... certainly more folksy 
than the actual implement of choice! 

6. William Seale, The President's House (Washington, 
DC: 1986), 405-406. 
7. Frederick W. Seward, Reminiscences of a Wartime 
Statesman and Diplomat, (New York: 1916), 226-227. 

ognize,' the words, 'and maintain."' 
Lincoln said he wasn't sure the government could main

tain it and it would be a mistake to promise something that might 
prove impossible. Seward adamantly disagreed. Lincoln eventu
ally conceded the point. 4 

Lincoln planned to conclude with a paragraph that 
called for raising black regiments. Chase objected that what was 
needed was a soaring rhetorical flourish to end a document as 
momentous as this one. He offered a more poetic conclusion, 
handing Lincoln something he had written down-"And upon this 
act, sincerely believing it to be an act of justice, warranted by the 
Constitution, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and 
the gracious favor of Almighty God." 

Taking it from Chase, Lincoln crossed out the word 
"Constitution." He wrote in its place, "military necessity." 5 

Only slaves in parts of the country still in rebellion 
would be freed; roughly three million people in all. Another mil
lion or so, in places such as Kentucky, would remain in bondage 
until liberated by advancing Union armies or until the war ended 
in a Union victory, whichever came first. 

The morning of January 1, 1863, as the White House 
buzzed with preparations for the annual New Year's reception, 
Lincoln wrote out the Emancipation Proclamation, but was 
forced to leave it unfinished while he went to greet some of his 
more important guests. It was more than two hours before he 
returned upstairs. The signing ceremony was scheduled for noon, 
in his office, but his right hand was too swollen and numb for him 
to write the last paragraph. He dictated it to John Nicolay. 6 

Lincoln feared his hand might tremble as he signed. "I have 
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8. The pen's importance made even greater by the fact that 
the Emancipation Proclamation was consumed in a fire in 

1873. Fortunately a photograph was made of the document, which is reproduced 
in Benson J. Lossing, Pictorial Field-Book of the Civil War (Chicago: 1866). 

-Geoffrey Perret is the author of eleven books, including biographies on U.S. Grant, 
Eisenhower, and J.F.K. His newest work, scheduled to be released in April, is: Lincolns 
War-The Untold Story of America's Greatest President as Commander in Chief. 

Old Technology Found On Mars! 
Did you happen to see news coverage from NASA with scientists 
studying pictures beamed from the robotic "Spirit" rover? 
Images from the surface of Mars, sent 106 million miles through 
space, included 3-dimensional color panaramas best viewed 
with the requisite 3-0 glasses. These cardboard glasses with 
blue and red filters, similar to those given to theatre-goers in the 
1950's, use essentially the same technology that dates to the 
earliest stereoviews of 1854. While the stereoview as a collected 
medium was at its height from the 1860-80s, they remained pop
ular through WWI with Keystone and Underwood issuing large 
sets. Using two slightly different perspectives of the same 
image, the eye is fooled into seeing a 3-D portrait. Now ... in the 
case of Lincoln stereoviews, each is made using photographs 
that were re-shot with slightly different perspective - save for 
those by Anthony that took r:;..~~::::;;-~:==~-1 
advantage of the four-lens 
camera used in creating CDV 
portraits (rendering two pairs 
of stereo images). Just 
proves ... Whats old is new again! 
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Conversing with Coover, cont. 
the lute. Most of the early music for the lute is written in sever
al types of complicated notation called tablature. I taught myself 
how to read this old notation when in high school and then had 
a marvelous time (and still enjoy) playing all sorts of obscure, 
unpublished music from microfilms of unique early manuscripts 
and rare printed books. After my BA at the State University of 
New York at Buffalo, I spent a couple of years in private study 
with the musicians of the New York Pro Musica and organized 
my own early music group, the Westchester Consort. During this 
period I also worked some pretty lowly jobs to keep bread on the 
table: 1 drove a school-bus, changed tires at a Sears garage, and 
even operated front-end loaders and bulldozers at the U.S. 
Gypsum sheetrock plant in Stony Point, on the Hudson. I vividly 
remember nearly freezing to death on the 12 to 6 a.m. shift, since 
we worked out of doors and the heater in the loader was never 
enough to fight the frigid winds from off the river! 

I spent a year in London, 1973-74, as a very junior editorial 
assistant at Groves Dictionary of Music, where I answered 
research inquiries at the British Library, developed a great 
respect for the English intellectual tradition and learned to love 
English ale. When I returned to the States, I was fortunate 
enough to chance on a help wanted ad for someone who liked 
books and bibliographical research. I was the only person who 
responded to that ad, and found myself working for Albert J. 
Phiebig, Inc., a mail-order agent for academic libraries. It was Mr. 
Phiebig who really showed me around the world of rare books, 
and from whom I first learned - to my surprise - that private 
individuals could own such things as rare books and original 
manuscripts. Up to then, everything rare I'd encountered had 
been on institutional shelves or under museum glass. 
Eventually, I decided to postpone work on a PhD in musicology 
at the University of Chicago and instead landed a job as the 
assistant in the Rare Book Room at the Strand Bookstore in 
Manhattan. I'm proud to have worked there, the Strand is a New 
York landmark; it taught me a great deal, too, and I met many 
people in the field who are still friends. 

RS: How did you wind up in an auction house? 
CC: I got interested in book and manuscript auctions, which 

were booming, so I started to look at some of the catalogues. 
There was - admittedly- an aura of glamour to me, as a youngster, 
and with the help of an older dealer I was able to land an interview 
with Anthony Fair, the head of Sotheby Parke Bernet's Rare Book 
Department. They had an opening for a junior rare book cata
loguer. There was no mention at all of manuscripts. My future wife, 
who knew better than I about such things, helped me buy a sport 
jacket for the interview, since I hadn't owned one in years. I had 
completely forgotten how to tie a Windsor knot, so we had a friend 
tie a tie for me and I carried it home, still knotted, to slip over my 
head on the day of the big interview. Though I was completely 
intimidated, we had plenty to talk about, and Fair hired me on the 
spot. ln the short period I worked with him, Anthony made a last
ing impression with his unerring taste and expertise in many areas 
of rare books and manuscripts (though he found Americana 
tedious). But he taugl1t me not to compromise on quality, whether 
you were dealing with a color-plate book, an early binding, a 'letter 
of Marcel Proust or a first edition of Shelley. Since then, I have 
tried to carry those same exacting standards into the field of 
American manuscripts, with some success. 
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RS: How exactly did you 
become a manuscript specialist? 

CC: It was in 1978-79 that I 
first catalogued an original hand
written letter. Parke Bernet's spe
cialist in Americana at the time 
was the late, legendary Thomas 
P. Clarke. At the time, Tom was 
nearly buried to his neck in the 
enormous Sang Collection of 
American manuscripts. Sang's 
incredible letters, broadsides 
and prints were literally every
where in our offices: there were 
piles of letters on shelves, tables 
and even on the floor of the stor-
age room. Tom greeted me Coover exhibiting rarHies during 
rather formally on my first day the preview of lots prior to auction. 
and then virtually ignored me. I 
was quite intimidated. Then, one clay, he stalked into my little 
office and plunked a stack of bulging folders on my desk. "Think 
you could help me out on some letters?" he asked. 'Tm under the 
gun," he said. "My deadJine's a week away." So I ploughed into 
the stack, which consisted of dozens of autograph letters of 
Andrew Jackson, which I had a terrible time deciphering, at first. 
It took me hours to do 200-word write-ups on each, which Tom 
then red-penciled into oblivion, but gradually, I got the idea, and 
found I was really enjoying the work. This was totally different 
from working on a rare book, which is, usually, a multiple. Every 
letter of Jackson, I found, was unique, different from every other, 
and it was a fantastic challenge to transcribe it, look into its larg
er historical and biographical context, and to create a catalogue 
entry that somehow captured its essence. I also found it exciting 
to be working with 1]etters and documents actually from the mind 
and pen of legendary historical figures. And the Sang Collection 
had such marvelous material! I was fortunate in having the 
chance, thanks to Tom, to cut my teeth on the best possible 
American letters ancl manuscripts. Not surprisingly, I got quick
ly hooked on manuscripts. 

RS: When did you join Christie's? 
CC: About a year later, in May 1980, when Anthony Fair left, 

I decided to join Christie's, which was growing, expanding and 
establishing itself as a strong presence in the New York market 
that had been, until then, a virtually exclusive preserve of 
Sotheby Parke Bernet. The head of Christie's Book Department, 
who hired me, saw that I had a bit of a knack for original manu
scripts, and since he had very little interest at all in either man
uscripts or Americana, I was left a wide-open field to explore, 
experiment and develop. It took years to really establish a pres
ence, even though we sold a Gutenberg Bible and two copies of 
the Declaration of Independence broadside, but starting in the 
early 1980s, we began to win some extraordinary collections. We 
sold the Prescott Collection in 1981, and I was assigned the task 
of cataloguing an entire collection of Oscar Wilde - first editions, 
letters and important original manuscripts, including a unique 
four-act version of his landmark play, The Importance of Being 
Earnest. I went into that job knowing very little about Wilde 
except a few of his famous aphorisms, like the one about auc-
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tioneers, who, he said "know the price of everything and the with the exception of early illuminated manuscripts. Probably 
value of nothing." Literary manuscripts have, ever since, been a 80% of my work involves Americana, but as the senior cata-
parallel specialty for me, along with Americana, whether it is the loguer, I have the liberty to catalogue almost any material in 
manuscripts of Sherlock Holmes stories by Arthur Conan Doyle, which I am interested, whatever it is. I spend a lot of my day 
Hemingway drafts scrawled in pencil or William responding to inquiries by letter, e-mail, telephone 
Blake letters. - from people who have manuscripts and would like 

This parallel interest, I suppose, culminated in •1i.
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1.r. to sell them, or at least find out their potential value 
2001 when I had the honor to catalog the original ., ;._. • -----i r" t~· at auction. In general, we are pretty selective, so a 
120-foot long typescript scroll of Jack Kerouac's ~~--;.:,'·11{t 1,:-_.;, ·;;;.'::;? t.~· lot of interesting letters get turned away, but we 
beat classic, On the Road, typed by Kerouac in a 1•~'- " ~ :c. ...... v ,,_ ~"i always try, as a courtesy, to refer the person who 
Chelsea loft in 1951 on a Benzedrine binge and final- ·:J:7,,..,r:__,,;;-·:,::,~: ·.:. ~~~~ ;·; has inquired to a dealer or smaller auction house. 
ly published in 1957. The Beats had long fascinated .,,.,,..,_,_r ... .- 1

• ,, .. y ··~f··, RS: Do you handle many appraisals? 
me, and this scroll had been seen by almost no one z.:·:{C.:.~-t ':,~:··;~~;::;~~ CC: Yes, quite a few. But appraisals are quite 
since 1957. Reading Jack's dense, single-spaced text, time-consuming, if they are done conscientiously, 
full of corrections, made you feel like Lewis and '.; :r,';:'t~ :(:.~:·:~:.:··--~:~ ,. so I decline a fair number. But often, I will take on 
Clark! In the end, On the Road brought a record $2.1 • ·- •"·"•" • '· ;··- ' •• , ... ,. appraisals for non-profit institutions, like the 

million. It was bought by Jim lrsay, the owner of the '. .!.~-~-:u_.t:~. -~~-~,:.·:_.'i'_;_):_·_~?,.{_·_: ··.. . Roosevelt Library, Fraunces Tavern, and others, 
Indianapolis Colts, who (like a lot of people, we _ , . - .-. . , . • . . as a way of aiding these institutions whose wis-
found!) had a deep reverence for the book. We . t,. ,, •. /4:.._,,~-- /" _ dom and knowledge we often depend upon. It's a 

~!❖:::~~~~~~~~~::~~:~1~:;p!~~;~r~~::: .. i.~-~-{:_:_~.~-·:;_~_i,C_{AI_~~---· .. ;.•.r:..~.:_: __ ~ E::~I!~\~:: ;;~.::ir:{~~;"5~:::r;:~::~ 
restaurant Tosca, and 1 had the good fortune to .. (. - . ·; , u. • Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Einstein, Robert 
meet several of Kerouac's surviving West Coast ,· ··•·" r· • /·• 1 r '• Morris, Franklin. Whenever we can do these organi-

friends, including Philip Lamantia and Lawrence ,..:~,s-_,·t·:_:,-:._·.·.-. ~,,.·"_~_-__ • .. --·•-,:,· __ -__ .:_-_··:,"··:/ .. :_:_:· ._·_."' zations a favor of any kind - sending Xeroxes, for. 

good balance to Americana, for me. delighted to be able to help. Basicalily, though, 
Ferlinghetti. 1 guess literary manuscripts are a/ . •• .. -:._,· warding letters. or helping with appraisals - we are 

,.¼,,,.,~. 
RS: We understand you went back to get a appraisal services are something we charge for, of 

graduate degree while cataloging? L course. Still, on quite a few occasions, I elect to take 
CC: Yes ... by attending night school, which -- on appraisals of a collection or an archive gratis, or for 

was sometimes pretty exhausting, I earned an ~-----------~ a much reduced fee, simply because I can learn a 
MS in Library Science at Columbia. There I made great deal by doing certain appraisals, by han-
the acquaintance of the inimitable Terry Lincoln consoling a young friend, dling and studying the material, even if it will 
Belanger, who is one of many remarkable teach- George C. Latham. July 22, 1860, on never be sold. That is true of an large appraisal I 
ers I have had the good fortune to learn from. At his failure to get into Harvard am doing now for the Mount Vernon association
some point, when the auction world begins to University. Latham attended boarding wonderful, marvelous Washington letters and 
lose its allure, perhaps l'll settle down as a cura- school - Phillips Exeter Academy - documents, not to mention papers of all his fami-
tor or rare book librarian in a quiet institution with Robert Todd Lincoln and was ly members. The same educational motive 
with great collections, and write exhibition cata- the son of a Springfield aquaintence. applied to an appraisal I did for the Forbes Family 
logues and pursue some research interests of While Lincoln encourages Latham to Collection in 1992-93. 
my own. keep trying, and that he will and RS: That must have been the largest private 

RS: When the auction world "loses its "Must succeed" in getting admitted, collection you've worked with. 
allure?" This isn't to say that you are getting a quick check with Harvard reveals CC: By a huge margin. Malcolm had begun 
tired of the auction-house grind after so many that he never made the cut! This let- the collection as an undergraduate at Princeton, 
years? ter was sold in a 1993 Christie's auc- remember, so the collection was the result of 

CC: Amazingly, not yet. So far, the allure of tion for $728,500 (including buyer's nearly a half-century of energetic collecting. The 
the auction world is pretty undiminished, even premium) - then a record! appraisal was an enormous project. It took me 
after 25 years. Why? I suppose, for me, it's the weeks and weeks to do it. I virtually lived at the 
excitement, the anticipation of whatever new Forbes Magazine offices on lower Fifth Avenue 
letters, diaries, archives or collections will be discovered tomor- one summer. The curators and I would proceed item by item, 
row, or next week, or next year. And I really enjoy the contacts president by president, with me dictating each entry to an assis-
with collectors, curators and the trade who share my enthusi- tant at a laptop: "Abraham Lincoln. Autograph letter signed to 
asm for original manuscripts. I'm not ready yet to hang up my George McClellan, Washington, 11 March 1862, 1 page, 8vo, 
musket and powder horn. expressing displeasure with McClellan's reasons for delaying his 

RS: Can you detail for us the scope of your responsibilities move against the Confederate army ... " and so on. It was painstak-
at Christie's? ing but incredibly stimulating! The completed appraisal was hun-

CC: Basically, I am responsible for anything that is a manu- dreds of pages and at least 12 inches thick. From working on that 
script, whether it is Americana, literary, musical or scientific, massive appraisal, I learned an incalculable amount about 
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American presidential history, the relative rarity of certain types 
of manuscripts, also about what sorts of material were still in cir
culation. Malcolm Forbes (and after his death, his sons), collect
ed generously, enthusiastically and with remarkable insight into 
American history and an appreciation for the individual person
alities and foibles of the very disparate men who have held the 
post of President, some with distinction, some in disgrace. 

RS: What do you recall of Forbes as a collector? 
CC: I often quote something Malcolm Forbes said about orig

inal manuscripts. He believed that they "give us a better concep
tion of a person than it is possible to get from a formal por-
trait or photograph." Original documents and letters, he 
said, "remind us that these are more than historical 
figures-they were people pouring out their hopes, 
sadnesses, reactions and directions onto paper. 
Their letters and documents are what makes 
flesh and blood of key figures in our country's 
history." Amen. Curiously, I found that 
Malcolm's perception was one shared by John 
Hay, Lincoln's personal secretary, who com
mented that "real history" can only be found 
"in the personal anecdotes and private letters 
of those who make history." Amen, again. 

I remember Forbes coming to an occa
sional auction at Christie's in the 1980s. 
Usually, he'd arrive, smiling broadly, carrying a 
briefcase and with a Wall Street Journal tucked 
under his arm. He'd sit in the middle of the room, 
near the front, oblivious to the whispers and nudges 
in the room as people eyed him and speculated on 

CC: Historically, I am fascinated by the period of the 
American Revolution, which represents such a remarkable con
stellation of personalities and thinkers. The military campaigns 
during the War are remarkably interesting to follow, and I enjoy vis
iting the sites where these events took place. But especially, I am 
intrigued by the historical figures of that period - Benedict Arnold 
(maybe Washington's best general at the beginning), Daniel 
Morgan (a former waggoneer), John Burgoyne (who also wrote 
successful plays), Peter Muhlenberg (a Virginia preacher who 
delivered sermons and afterwards recruited his parishioners for 

the militia) and a host of others. ln addition, the intellectual 
currents surrounding the Revolution are interesting and 

have had a huge, lasting impact on how Americans 
view themselves and the rest of the world. 

The Civil War era too, is of great interest to 
me, though I am appalled by the extent of the 
slaughter wrought by generals who foolishly 
ordered whole divisions to charge into 
entrenched lines - as at Fredericksburg, Cold 
Harbor and elsewhere. Such mindless butch
ery cannot be romanticized. But the military 
campaigns, like Vicksburg, can be fascinating 
reading. I always enjoy cataloguing letters of 
U.S. Grant, Robert E. Lee and others who 

fought the War. In particular, 1 marvel at the 
precision of expression in Grant's wartime let

ters and dispatches. There is never any hint of 
ambiguity. His letters are absolutely crystal clear 

in specifying what he expected of his subordinate in 
given situations. His writing is simple, factual, spare 

what he might be interested in. Malcolm would 
nonchalantly read his paper attentively through 
much of the auction, then, when the lot he want
ed was about to come up, he'd fold the paper and 
grab his paddle. He'd simply hold the paddle up -
unwaveringly - until the lot he wanted was 
knocked down to him. Then he'd close his brief-

A small, mounted albumen, signed 
"Lincoln & Son," sold in the March 

2002 Christie's auction of items from 
the Forbes Collection for $358,000. 

and unadorned. Maybe that is why Grant's 
Memoirs was reportedly Gertrude Stein's favorite 
book. It's one of mine, too. 

RS: And Lincoln? 
CC: Lincoln, of course, is a source of never 

ending fascination. I have limitless admiration for 

case, hand back the paddle, and head back to his office. In all the 
times Malcolm attended our sales, I never once saw him miss out 
on a lot he wanted. Not once. He simply would not allow himself 
to be out-bid. And Steve Forbes [Malcolm Forbes, Jr.], who 
would sometimes attend a Christie's auction, proved equally 
tenacious as a bidder. I remember Steve buying the original 
drawing for the Mason and Dixon survey map in 1982. He report
ed later that "Pop" had given him a bit of a rough time when he 
heard they'd spent $360,000 for this map. But it would have been 
totally out of character for Malcolm - if he had been the one 
holding the paddle - to have let such a historic document go to 
anyone else. The Forbes family's amazing achievements as col
lectors in the field of American history was brilliantly confirmed 
in the success of the two auctions we held for the Forbes family 
in 2002, which set records for at least 14 presidents. But your 
readers wHI probably know about those sales, which certainly 
represent a high-water mark for me, personally. Lincoln, of 
course, was one of the Forbes collection's strongest areas. 

RS: In addition to the work of master musicians you already 
mentioned, what are some of your other personal likes and inter
ests in the books and manuscripts field? 
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the extraordinary clarity and power of Lincoln's 
thought and expression. All his letters - even relatively unim
portant ones, as well as his legal writings, demonstrate his 
remarkable ability to use the English language as a tool, to per
suade, to argue, to inspire, to console, to encourage, to explain. 
A favorite is the letter to George Latham, a classmate of Robert 
Todd Lincoln who had failed the Harvard entrance exam and was 
despondent about it. Lincoln's classic letter - which I was hon
ored to handle in 1994 - gave eloquent advice. The passage I like 
best is where Lincoln says "having made the attempt, you must 
succeed in it. 'Must' is the word." This so strongly captures the 
same iron will that Lincoln developed and used to raise himself 
from poverty and obscurity. Then he says, "I know not how to 
aid you, save in the assurance of one of mature age, and much 
severe experience, that you can not fail, if you resolutely deter
mine, that you will not." That candid allusion to his own "severe 
experience" is very unusual for Lincoln. 

I am also profoundly stirred by the vigorous, carefully 
expressed letter to John A. McClernand, who had appealed to 
him on behalf of some Southern friends, hoping they might con
vince Lincoln to revoke or suspend the Emancipation 
Proclamation, which had just been proclaimed. Lincoln's reply is 
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masterful, and unflinchingly expresses his motives and resolu
tion concerning the Proclamation. He uses a pointed, almost 
trite metaphor which in context is very powerful: "broken eggs 
can not be mended. I have issued the emancipation proclama
tion, and I can not retract it." (Lincoln to McClernand, 8 January 
1863). This wonderful letter, which Christie's sold in 1991 for 
$748,000 is still a record for any Presidential letter ever sold at 
auction. Deservedly, too. 

Another Lincoln letter I admire is his famous letter to 
Horace Greeley, who had fulminated against Lincoln in his news
paper, calling on the President to make his policy on slavery 
clear to the nation. Lincoln, knowing his reply would be pub
lished immediately, and mindful of Greeley's sophistry, wrote a 
marvelous letter, ringing but subtle at the same time. I especial
ly like the power in the phrase, "I would save the Union. I would 
save it the shortest way under the Constitution." Then he states 
that "my paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, 
and is not either to save or to destroy slavery." but at the end, 
reminding Greeley that this is his official position as Chief 
Executive, he reiterates his "oft-expressed personal wish that all 
men every where could be free." A true masterpiece, if any letter 
deserves that term. 

RS: You articulate quite clearly a passion for the material that 
passes through your hands. Do you collect anything yourself? 

CC: Since childhood I have been interested in a pretty wide 
range of subjects: history, of course, literature, music, natural his
tory, so I have ended up with a lot of small coUections reflecting 
this diversity. Initially, I was fascinated with early printed books 
and built a modest collection of 16th century volumes, mainly 
Italian poetry, which was remarkably affordable back then. Other 
collections include English poetry - 17th-19th century, mainly, 
pamphlets, World War II pilot narratives and first editions of Lord 
Byron, a literary figure who has always fascinated me. Ten years 
ago I started collecting early garden views, especially hand-col
ored French vues d'optique, which are a lot like folk art. Now, with 
college-bound kids, I can't afford to collect much. 

RS: Do you participate in your own auctions? 
CC: No, never. I don't want the potential conflicts it would 

create and it would bring my objectivity into question. As a spe
cialist, I work for the consignor, period, and I prefer to keep it 
simple and clear. 

RS: What sort of relationship do you have with professionals 
in the field - the dealers and agents who purchase the material? 

CC: I have been fortunate in enjoying good relationships 
with most of the rare book and manuscript dealers active today. 
Years ago, when I was a rank beginner, the late Mary Benjamin 
was particularly helpful and encouraging. In my opinion, she 
probably had the highest standards-as far as cataloguing and 
questions of authenticity-of anyone in the field. Once, years 
ago, I catalogued an item as an Andrew Jackson letter signed, 
though it lacked a salutation. Mary purchased it, sight unseen, 
and lost no time in sending it straight back to me with a sharply 
worded note referring me to the appropriate page ( on terminol
ogy) in her well-known book on autographs and manuscripts. I 
learned my lesson. To try to list the many other dealers who 
have been helpful to me over the years would be dangerous, 
because the list is very long and I would inevitably leave some
one out! But there have been many! 
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RS: But you must view some as competitors. Is there some 
degree of rivalry? And what do you think of the large number of 
new auctions "making market?" 

CC: While the trade understandably decries the big auction 
houses, I have found it possible to work constructively with cer
tain firms and individuals to bring good individual items or col
lections to auction at Christie's or to help build a particular indi
vidual's collection. And, when Christie's is offered good material 
that we cannot take for sale, for whatever reason, we make a 
point of referring the owner to a dealer or smaller auction house 
whom we know will treat them fairly. Now that I've been around 
a few years, and handled quite a range of material, I sometimes 
can help a dealer colleague by offering an opinion on an item, 
when they are considering a purchase or trying to price an item 
they've acquired. I am always willing to consult informally on 
such questions. As to the other venues, in general, I am con
vinced that the proliferation of small auction firms - like Swann, 
R.M. Smythe, Baltimore Book Auctions, and a few others - is a 
positive development and can only benefit the field as a whole 
and the community of collectors. I sincerely feel that competi
tion is beneficial to us all. But there are too many firms today 
that masquerade as auctioneers. In fact, they are simply pub
lishing retail catalogues with high retail "starting bids" and they 
will allow the price of a given item to go up if they manage to 
induce two people to express an interest in it. Once two people 
have expressed interest, they essentially hold a telephone auc
tion unW one person says "no." I have even heard of people 
being told that they are the successful bidder, then, when they 
go to collect the piece, they find out that another bidder - who 
materialized after the sale officially closed - had offered a high
er price and been awarded the item. That is completely scur
rilous. Needless to say, these operations are totally unregulated, 
and usually unlicensed as auctioneers, so that the unwitting buyer 
has literally no protection at all from very devious and deceptive 
practices, not to mention possible problems with authenticity. If 
collectors get burned by these deceptive practices, they leave the 
field as soon as they realize it, and we all suffer. 

RS: At the level you deal in, is it safe to say that you primar
ily compete against Sotheby's? 

CC: As far as Christie's prindpal competitor is concerned, a 
number of people who work there are friends, so I think it is best 
to maintain a discreet and charitable silence. We are, quite sim
ply, quite different firms, with very different approaches to our 
clients and to the market. I'm not alluding to the old saw about 
"gentlemen trying to be auctioneers" versus "auctioneers trying 
to be gentlemen." That's just a cute phrase. But the recent 
record is pretty compelling: in 2002, Christie's New York Books 
and Manuscript Department held 12 sales (including the two 
Forbes Collection sales) for a total of $43.9 million in 2,131 lots, 
while Sotheby's held three sales for a total of $7.4 million in 701 
lots. Not every year registers such a huge imbalance, of course, 
but I do feel that Christie's Books & Manuscripts Department is 
an exceptionally strong team, with remarkable expertise, a great 
knowledge of the market and collectors and an innate willing
ness to work incredibly hard. In addition, if you'll forgive a little 
horn-blowing, Christie's holds the records for the most valuable 
printed book ($8.8 million for a copy of Audubon's Birds of 
America) for an illuminated manuscript (8.5 million pounds for 
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the Rothschild Prayer Book), for an autograph manuscript ($32.8 
mi.Ilion for Leonardo da Vinci's Codex Hammer) and for an 
American historical manuscript ($3,086,000 for the 10-page auto
graph manuscript of Lincoln's last public address, delivered 
from the window of the White House on the evening of 11 April 
1865. I'm proud to have helped establish these and many other 
records in the field. 

RS: Was it difficult to carve a niche in the market? 
CC: When I started out at Christie's in the early 1980s, 

Christie's had a very spotty record in the field of Americana, 
even though we had achieved record prices for two copies of the 
1776 Dunlap Declaration of Independence (the 
Chew family copy, $440,000 in Aprill 1982 and 

indeed. So Christie's won the Middendorf collection and held a 
phenomenally successful auction. The copy of Lee's General 
Order Number 9 sold for a record $85,000 and Howe's "Battle 
Hymn of the Republic" brought $220,000, long a record for an 
American literary manuscript. 

RS: Of course the Forbes auction stands out as a milestone. 
Can you tell us about others you consider to be landmark sales? 

CC: One watershed was the sale of the Harry and Brigitte 
Spiro Collection in May 1992. Harry, an active art collector, had 
wandered into the viewing area at Parke Bernet in spring 1978, 
when part of the Philip D. Sang collection was on exhibit. He told 

me that it was a revelation to him, that he was 
amazed and excited to discover that private 

the Woods family copy, $412,000 in April 1985). 
Almost universally, American historical manu
scripts were regarded as the private preserve 
of Sotheby's, which was still basking in the 
glory of having dispersed the Sang collection 
over four years, 1978-1982. So I had a long, 
uphill battle to get quality Americana consign
ments in those years, and to establish both 
Christie's and my own reputation for expertise 
in the field. At times it was extremely frustrat
ing, and sometimes we would be used by a col
lector or agent simply as a stalking horse, in 

.,;.:~-~ ½{-1•~:1-~:.:...t._ .lw--~.::.:,, 
I:;. ~,.,."Viv .,..; f..J..f? , ~ .-;a.. {)-...;..-r.: 

individuals could actually own such exception
al items as Lincoln autograph telegrams, 
Washington letters from ValJey Forge and Lee 
letters on the defense of Northern Virginia. He 
and Brigitte began systematically to build a 
small but choice collection of American manu
scripts. The collection included several Lincoln 
items, like Lincoln's handwritten promise - an 
excerpt from his 1864 Address to Congress - to 
a Massachusetts abolitionist. Lincoln reaf
firmed that "While I remain in my present posi
tion I shall not attempt to retract or modify the 

?I!;;. ..;; • _µ!!:,~ .. ~ .#~ ,,,.-<,a,..,..-

f· ·-· /:!' 

order to extort a better commission from my 
competitors, to whom they had already decid-
ed to consign their property. But gradually, I 
was able to score a few notable successes, 
which helped to level the playing field and 
establish my reputation in the field. In 1986, for 
example, the former Ambassador and Secretary 

,...,,M~:'J 

emancipation proclamation, nor shall I return 
to slavery any person who is free by the terms 
of that proclamation, or by any of the acts of 
Congress." This manuscript had been acquired 
by the Spiros in the first Sang auction in April 
1978 for a relatively modest $14,000. When it 
came up a second time, at Christie's in May 

of the Navy, J. William Middendorf, a careful 
and wise collector, decided it was time to sell 
his own fine collection of Americana, which 
ranged from a letter of Massachusetts puritan 
John Winthrop to a superb copy of Robert E. 

Lincoln's famous assertion: "Wanting to work 
is so rare a merit, that it should be encour
aged." Christie's/Forbes, 2002: $358,000. 

1992, there was a dramatic hush in the room as 
the bidding rose rapidly to $200,000, then in 
increments to $300,000, and, in a determined 
contest between two bidders to $400,000. It was 
finally knocked down for $450,000 and from the 

Lee's valedictory General Order Number 9, saluting the Army of 
Northern Virginia upon its surrender at Appomattox. Bill's copy, 
on blue paper, was addressed to General Stevens, and was in 
marvelous condition. He also owned the autograph first draft of 
Julia Ward Howe's stirring verses, scrawled after she awoke from 
a prophetic dream in a semi-dark hotel room in Washington. Her 
strange but compelling verses, married to a stirring church
meeting tune, "John Brown's Body," were later published as "The 
Battle Hymn of the Republic." While we were competing for the 
honor of selling this marvelous collection, my competitor com
mented to Ambassador Middendorf, in conversation, that it was 
"completely incomprehensible" that collectors should be paying 
the sort of sums under discussion for original letters and docu
ments, many of which were already published and were there
fore of very limited research value. This, as it turned out, was the 
wrong thing to say to one of the very people who had on occa
sion paid "outlandish" sums for such original manuscripts. As he 
later told me, Bill thought to himself, "why would I want to sell 
my collection with someone who, by their own admission, does
n't have any appreciation for the collector's mentality?" Why, 
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podium, I made eye contact with Mrs. Spiro, who was sitting a 
few rows back just to my left. She blinked back at me and shook 
her head in stunned disbelief. I'm sure I looked equally shocked. 
The whole sale went that way; the competition was electric. 

The Spiro collection also included another Lincoln which 
remains a personal favorite of mine: a terse, 30-word telegram to 
Ulysses S. Grant, dated 5 June 1864, penned at a decisive 
moment in Grant's Wilderness campaign, as he prepared to shift 
the Union Army's operations south of the James River in a dra
matic (but ultimately futile) effort to turn Lee's right flank. 
Lincoln, at this critical juncture, was spending hours at the War 
Department, hungry for news from the battlefield. Once he had 
pondered and understood Grant's plan to (as he put it) "fight it 
out on this line if it takes all summer," Lincoln telegraphed: 
"Have just read your dispatch of I p.m. yesterday. I begin to see 
it. You will succeed. God bless you all." This had been acquired 
at the Sang I sale in 1978 for only $7,000. On its reappearance on 
the auction block, though, it elicited ferocious competition from 
Lincoln collectors, selling, in the end for $380,000. (It is now part 
of the Gilder-Lehrman Foundation's collections.) To me, this is 
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one of the great Lincoln telegrams, particularly in the use of the ous items, so that these time-bombs remain unseen and unques-
worcl "all" at the encl. How different it would have been if it sim- tionecl until the collection is eventually consigned for sale. Once 
ply read "Goel bless you." By the addition of "all," Lincoln wasn't I decided to return a beautiful signed photograph oi Ch.ief 
simply giving a formulaic blessing to the efforts of the field com- Geronimo, part of a large collection we offered, and had a tense 
mander, Grant; !he was invoking divine protection on all of the few moments explaining to the owner w!hy I couldn't in good con-
Union army's officers and men, from Lt. General Grant on down science include it with the rest of the items in his auction. In the 
to every lowly buck private. A colleague who likes to play with encl, fortunately, he came around to our position and eventually 
numbers calculated that it had cost almost $14,000 per word returned it to the dealer from whom he had bought it. And we 
(including the salutation and closing)! recently declined to sell a large collection of Texas historical 

RS: You have named quite a few prominent collectors who material and instead referred it to a Texas institution. The late 
you have known ... mostly men. We seldom see women collectors. owner had mostly acquired his collection during the period 
Can you comment on the reasons why? when many documents - mostly printed items relating to the 

CC: While numerically there are fewer women than men col- r--:-----:---~------. Texas republic - were faked by an 
lecting historical letters and documents, I am privileged in know- ,,__ unscrupulous character who sold 
ing quite a number of women who are dedicated collectors, and them through a conniving local auc-
pursue their interests thoughtfully, energetically, passionately . . , tioneer. (For more on that particular 
and at times ferociously! A former President of -----~~: • .. 

1

1 spate of fakes, see W. Thomas Taylor, 
the Manuscript Society, Mary Schlosser, has built 

1 
. 1. ,. t:, ..! _

4 ··::z. ___ ;: -,.._ Texfake: An Account of the Theft and 
an important collection of Harriet Beecher Stowe I _ . -..... ,. _ ": . .:..; __ ... · :.,.. Forgery of Early Texas Printed 
and family. Another New Yorker, Carolyn Smith, r:, •-~:, ':: ~ ;:, ,. -__ -_ • ~ :~;. . . __ • .. / Documents, introduction by Larry 
has spent years collecting first editions, letters , : . " - ·,;,:1~·.: \., '!:~ .:· .. _,.: , McMurtry, 1991.) 
and manuscripts on the literature of Scotland. A I ·:., ·- .. . .. ~~ I - -· r~ ~-' '?I Usually, though, forgeries of 
matchless private collection of Oscar Wilde and . . :. . ..._, __ ~ .• ...i , • ·- ~ _ Lincoln, Washington or Jefferson, for 
Samuel J_ohnson - including hu_ndreds of ori~inal ,.,_' ~- ~ .1 ,_ ~ .:~ ~ ~-~t: •

1 
-- example, have become extremely 

manuscripts - has been the hfe-long pursuit of .. ... d-::: _···_·;_ ': -~~-~ l., easy for me to spot, simply through a 
Mary Hyde (Lady Eccles) and the late Donald _ __ :e:> -~--~--· - , lot of years spent carefully studying 
Hyde. My friend Dorothy Goldman, widow of ·: • - • , . ..., - - F -,\ authentic examples. Thanks to the late 
Howard Goldman (who helped me at many key .. ':;. -,~- .: .. :_ .• ,;._I:~:. Charles Hamilton, who contributed a 
points in my career) has built an important collec- . -.~:-:._ ,. ,: : ···-_ ~---r·:::. marvelous book fulJ of good examples, 
tion of printed Americana, focusing on the Federal --_-~ ·:

4
1.:~~:,·-:~~? ], ~- i--------J most of the individual habits and 

and state Constitutions. : .::· • ~ ;,..::..-:-i : . ---~ _ .• .::::: styles of the forgers - like Charles Weisberg, Joseph 
And, it is striking that there are couples to "· , ~•;;....'.','."'::: Cosey and Robert Spring - are readily identifiable. 

whom collecting is very much a partnership. I think - _;._..,, Mark Hofmann was perhaps the most audacious and 
here of Bob and Marjorie Kantor, whose fine collec- technically adept of the bunch, and only a few years 
tion of Presidential free franks we sold in 1996, or of ~-------------~ ago two of his forgeries - a purported 
Harry and Brigitte Spiro, who amassed really extra- The current record for the sale of a Lincoln let- Emily Dickinson poem and a Nathan 
ordinary collections of American historical manu- ter is $780,000 - for this missive penned May Hale reward of merit - caused endless 
scripts. And, let's not forget that one of the largest 7. 1837. (Christie's/Forbes, 2002.) Lincoln trouble when they came onto the mar
and most important Lincoln collections ever formed wrote to Mary Owens, the only romantic inter- ket. Naturally, we are always careful 
is that of Louise and the late Barry Taper, who began est he is known to have had between the death with an item that might be a Ho[mann, 
collecting only 20 years ago, In that short stretch, of Ann Rutledge in 1835 (that relationship still a given its nature, or the date it first 
though, they have created a magnificent collection source of debate) and his falling for the other appeared in the market, and look 
of manuscripts, artifacts, art and ephemera relating Mary, Lincoln, in fact, proposed to Owens who closely into the provenance of any 
not only to Lincoln, but to Mary Lincoln, John Wilkes turned him down ... four months after this letter. items we have any reason to suspect. 
Booth and many people associated with Lincoln Here Lincoln cautions her that if she "cast her We recently offered a Daniel Boone let-
from the earliest years. So, to me at least, women lot" with him, she would "have to be poor..." ter for sale, and immediately received 
collectors are not so seldom seen! ~-------------~ a call from an unfortunate gentleman 

RS: Can you assess how significant a problem who had purchased a Hofmann forged 
forgeries represent? Do you find yourself questioning the authen- Boone letter some years ago. He wanted to ask if we were certain 
ticaUon process? that ours wasn't another Hofmann. I was pleased to be able to 

CC: In general, I am very rarely offered lakes and make it a reassure him that our Boone letter was known to have been part 
point to decline items that I can't believe with complete certain- of a well-known collection from the 1950s, long before Hofmann's 
ty are authentic. Christie's is quite rigorous about this, and I time. And no, I do not believe there are lots of Hofmann's fakes 
have even turned down items that might potentially be worth in still in circulation, waiting to be discovered. Most of his fakes 
the high five figures because we couldn't satisfy ourselves about were in the area of Mormon material, and he quickly gravitated 
their unquestioned authenticity. Sometimes a questioned item to the most spectacular type of fake, the printed prayer known 
will turn up in a large older collection, though. In years past, col- as the Oath of a Freeman, a printed handbill, supposed to have 
lectors (and the trade) were less critical., more accepting of dubi- been printed in Cambridge in 1638, thereby qualifying as the first 
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surviving American imprint. Once he had concocted this inge
nious but fatally flawed broadside, Hofmann attempted to sell it, 
through an agent, to the Library of Congress for a whopping $1.5 
million. It was finally exposed by a group of scholars. There is an 
entertaining account entitled The Judgment of Experts by James 
Gilreath, 1989, which l recommend. 

Deliberate forgeries are usually readily spotted by anyone 
who spends time studying the handwriting in question. 
Manuscript dealers Ken Rendell and James Lowe have on occa
sion been extremely helpful in resolving complex issues of 
authenticity, as has Joseph Maddalena. While I will consult with 
specialists and colleagues in the trade on some occasions, 
Christie's has never found it necessary to employ a "forensic" 
investigator in such a situation. In fact, sometimes very dubious 
items are accompanied by slick, elaborate "forensic" depositions, 
asserting that the item must be authentic, when it is obviously 
not! My usual rule is that the bigger the dossier, the more "foren
sic" tests it has passed, the less likely it is that the item is genuine. 

RS: There still must be problematic areas in the field. Do you 
guarantee material you auction? 

CC: Oddly, today it is the most recent presidential signa
tures that cause the most difficulty with authentication. While 
I'm certain it made the lives of presidents and their secretaries 
much easier, the invention of the autopen was a very black day 
for the collector of presidential letters and documents. I have 
learned - from bitter experience - that autopen signatures and 
inscriptions of Kennedy, Johnson, and their successors are very, 
very plentilul. Again, it was Hamilton who first blew the whistle 
on this phenomenon, back in the 1970s. In the case of John F. 
Kennedy, Hamilton carefully identified various autopen patterns 
he used - before and during his Presidency- and showed how to 
distinguish the proxy hands of his secretaries, especially Evelyn 
Lincoln, from the genuine article. Since then, Paul Carr has pro
duced (for the UACC) a series of indispensable monographs on 
the signatures of these presidents, with numerous excellent, 
dated examples for comparison. Anyone who collects in this 
area should consult these studies. But even with these excellent 
tools, we occasionally slip and inadvertently an autopen item 
will creep into a mixed lot. Once or twice I've voluntarily with
drawn an item if sufficient questions are raised, prior to its sale. 
And I am rather proud to be able to say that in the last three 
years, which includes the Forbes Collection sales, Christie's New 
York has had only three manuscript items returned by purchasers. 
After confirming that they were not as represented, we refunded 
the purchase price in all three instances. Officially, our warranty is 
for five years. You must make good on such claims without quib
bling, unless you consider yourself utterly omnipotent. 

RS: How important a component is provenance in the mar
keting of material? 

CC: The issue of provenance is one that too many people 
tend to overlook in the field of historical manuscripts. Rare 
books, of course, often carry a bookplate - sometimes multiple 
bookplates - which proclaim the book's previous ownership. 
Manuscripts and letters don't usually carry their pedigree visi
bly with them, and it can take a great deal of effort to establish 
the chain ol ownership of an individual letter or document. 
Fortunately, there are good resources we can take advantage of, 
particularly the database of American Book Prices Current, which 
records letters, documents and manuscripts sold at the major 
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auction houses, with brief notes. The current database is search
able from 1975 to 2001, but the printed annual volumes (which 
are still available on the secondary market), extend back to 1912 
if you care to search them manually. In this way, by taking a little 
time, you can often follow important letters back a century or 
more through a succession of different owners. Fortunately too, 
serious collectors usually keep excellent records of their collec
tion and where they acquired each and every component piece. 
For example, one of the items sold from the Forbes Collection in 
March 2002 was the famous letter of Lincoln to Major Ramsay of 
the Washington D.C. Arsenal, 17 October 1861, in which the 
President writes "The lady, bearer of this-says she has two 
sons who want to work. Set them at it, if possible. Wanting to 
work is so rare a merit, that it should be encouraged." That let
ter, with its brief but telling comment on the universal human 
disposition towards laziness, had, we learned, once been part of 
the celebrated Lincoln collection of Oliver R. Barrett, and it had 
brought the enormous (for its time) price of $2,000 at the Barrett 
dispersal at Parke Bernet in 1952. We thought the provenance 
enhanced the appeal of this fine letter. And, when we looked fur
ther, we found that in his book about the Barrett Collection, 
Lincoln Collector, Carl Sandburg notes that a Midwestern firm had 
produced and distributed as many as 200,000 facsimiles of the let
ter. (We occasionally see the facsimiles which are easily distin
guished by their use of black ink and a watermark of the Lakeside 
Press.) I am certain that the Barrett provenance was part of the 
reason this letter sold for $600,000. 

At Christie's, we try to provide provenance notes lor impor
tant items and for items where the chain ol provenance is crucial 
in establishing the veracity of an artifact. In general, I do not 
especially welcome artifacts. Many are in questionable or mor
bid taste, some carry pretty flimsy title, and I simply prefer, per
sonally, to concentrate on manuscripts and letters. But, in par
ticular cases, we make exceptions. For example, in 1995, 
Christie's sold one of Lincoln's ivory-handled personal seals 
used as President lor $101,000. It came with excellent documen
tation that showed that it had belonged to a guard, William H. 
Crook, at the Lincoln White House and several other owners, 
leading right up until our consignor acquired it. In other words, 
the historical record was complete enough that we could offer it, 
in complete confidence, as having been created for and used by 
President Lincoln. 

RS: You must have some remarkable finds over the years. 
Can you tell us about a few? 

CC: One of the most satisfying aspects of my work is the 
opportunity to make discoveries - additions to the historical 
record, not just monetary windfalls - on a fairly frequent basis. 
We recently supplied a copy of a Jefferson letter to the editors of 
the Jefferson Papers (as we do frequently). In this case though, 
the letter was only known through a very poor press copy, parts 
of which were nearly indecipherable. When the recipient's copy
the letter actually posted by Jefferson - comes to light it often 
helps to confirm a reading that would otherwise remain in doubt. 
Similarly, we have encountered letters of Washington which 
include brief interlinear additions, in his hand, that are absent 
from the text transcribed by one of his wartime aides-de-camp. 

Often people will bring or send in small collections or large 
accumulations: "great-Uncle Ned's collection of Confederate 
generals," or a file kept by a deceased friend who was a literary 
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agent in the 1950s, or a box of miscellaneous old papers found in 
a drawer in someone's estate. Usually, this is a fruitless search. 
You can spend an hour or two wading through unsorted piles 
(having to remove each letter from its envelope, which I hate!) 
and in the end you are just covered with bits of paper and have 
found nothing but a brief note of Daniel Webster, a card signed 
by Charles Evans Hughes and a form letter from Mayor Fiorella 
Laguardia. That is frustrating! I am no longer willing to do this 
with the well-meaning owner looking over my shoulder, expect
ing that each word of every letter should be read and expressing 
visible disappointment that each item isn't enough to send a 
young person to college, preferably an ivy-league college. But on 
some occasions the time spent in looking through these old 
accumulations for people is amply repaid. Once, some years ago, 
a California couple sent in a folder of old letters and documents. 
Some, from various New England family members, dated from 
the 1770s, but nothing of value turned up until I pulled out a folio 
sheet in a large, very attractive italic hand. It turned out to be a 
letter of Ethan Allen to the British Governor of Quebec, deferen
tially hinting at a possible alliance between Canada and Vermont! 
This was a really remarkable find and showed the degree to 
which Allen, whom we regard as a great patriot, was wiHing to go 
to win independence for his beloved home state of Vermont. 

On another occasion, an elderly fellow from upstate New 
York called and asked if he could bring in some family papers 
including a small Lincoln note to an ancestor, General Richard 
Delafield (1798-1873). He brought in a small blank card - such as 
Lincoln often used in the White House - on which the President, 
probably being pestered by his son, had written: "Will Genl. 
Delafield please allow the bearer, my son, to have a map or two, 
for which he will ask?" This was one of a number of similar very 
evocative notes which Lincoln jotted, probably when interrupt
ed at work at the White House by his beloved youngest son, Tad. 
These requests - duly recorded in the Collected Works - are for a 
cap pistol, a wagon, "some flags" (right after the surrender of 
Richmond) and that Tad's horse be shod. The Delafield note ulti
mately sold for a whopping $77,000. 

My greatest Lincoln discovery, though, by far, took place in 
early 1992. As is sometimes the case, I was contacted by col
leagues in Christie's Estates and Appraisals Department, who 
help families and executors with appraisals for estate and other 
purposes. They had visited a Park Avenue apartment and 
appraised some furniture from the mid-nineteenth century, some 
not very valuable American silver and other property. The 
executor, a young attorney, had asked if Christie's would send 
someone to look at the books and "a few documents" in the 
house. As it was only 10 or so blocks from our old Park Avenue 
offices, I walked up to take a look. The books, unfortunately, 
were of no real significance. As I was preparing to leave, the 
executor remembered "Oh, yes. There's an autograph book and 
some old photographs, too." He rummaged in an old file drawer 
and lifted out a fat manila envelope. Inside, we found some 
papers relating to a Charles Wright, U.S. ambassador to Berlin in 
the 1860s, and others which seemed to indicate that he had 
served as Governor of Indiana. Interesting, but not pay-dirt... yet. 
Then, l opened a standard black-morocco album from the 1860s, 
labeled in large gilt letters "AUTOGRAPHS." Its pages were filled 
with signatures of Generals, Congressmen, and Senators. Toward 
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the front were signatures and inscriptions of members ol 
Lincoln's cabinet, and there, on the first page, in a large, very clear 
hand, Lincoln had written and signed ("Abraham Lincoln") the 
extraordinary final passage from his Second Inaugural Address: 

"With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness 
in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to fin
ish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, to care 
for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and 
his orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and 
lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations." 

I was speechless for a moment. "Is it really Lincoln?" the 
executor asked warily. "Oh, yes," I replied, "it most certainly is 
Lincoln. And, I don't think there are any other copies of this 
address, just Lincoln's draft and a fair copy he read it from, on 
March 4, 1865. Both those are in the Lincoln Papers at the 
Library of Congress. This is an incredible find!" It turned out the 
executor's relative - the elderly lady who had lived in the apart
ment - was the grand-daughter of Caroline Wright, the wife of the 
Civil War Governor of Indiana who later served as ambassador. 
In fact, Governor and Mrs. Wright had been in Washington D.C. 
on March 4, 1865 and probably heard Lincoln deliver the Second 
Inaugural Address. Then, I suspect, not long afterwards, she 
probably asked the President to write the famous passage into 
her autograph book. As he frequently did, Lincoln generously 
complied with her request. Initially, I guessed this remarkable 
Lincoln manuscript should be worth between $250,000 to 
$350,000. This was deliberately a bit conservative, I admit, but 
not calculatedly so, and after we'd researched it a bit, and con
firmed that there were no other manuscripts of this key climax 
of the speech in private hands, we proposed to offer it at an esti
mate of $300,000 to $400,000. The family were in agreement, and 
I catalogued it for an auction scheduled for 20 November 1992. 
Before the sale, there was a lot of comment about this piece, nat
urally, some of it skeptical. "It's only a quotation," one older deal
er groused. "Nice, but is it really worth half a million dollars? 
Won't be my hand in the air, that's for sure." Others, though, like 
Steve Forbes, readily perceived its importance, and when the 
auction took place the bidding absolutely soared, from $200,000 
to $1 miJ'lion, in less than a minute. FinaUy, after an amazing bid
ding duel, it was finally hammered down for a record $1.2 million 
($1.32 million with premium). It was a very gratifying moment, I can 
tell you! And it was equally gratifying to be told, six months later, 
that the proceeds from the very successful sale would be sending 
several generations of the owners' children through college. 

RS: It is easy to reflect on material that brings such lofty 
prices. Overall, however, how do you view autographs and man
uscripts as investments, compared to other "collectibles?" 

CC: I have never touted original manuscripts as an invest
ment vehicle. For one thing they are not at all as liquid as pure 
financial instruments, they are each unique (unlike uniform 
shares, bonds or debentures) and the significance and value ol 
each manuscript is always - by definition - subjective, entirely 
dependent upon the interpretation and appreciation of the col
lectors who might want to acquire it at any given moment. So 1 
do not recommend manuscripts for people interested simply in 
investments. But as investments, they are certainly a lot more 
exciting to own than a stock or bond! They are the essence of his
tory, and have a unique power to connect us with the great and 
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the not-so-great of the past. ested in owning significant Lincoln materials. But l don't want to 
And, the fact remains that I have seen and assisted in some sound too pessimistic about this, or discouraging. I am certain 

really investment successes that would make even Jay Gould or that there are still wonderful Lincoln discoveries to be made: 
Andrew Carnegie take notice. A few examples: in 1980, Christie's unpublished and unknown Lincoln letters out there waiting to be 
sold a nice but not earth-shattering series of letters of Robert E. discovered, and important primary source material-letters and 
Lee to General St. John Cocke, regarding Virginia's secession diaries of his contemporaries, especially-to be found, pub-
from the Union and that state's hasty moves to create an army, lished and studied. I just hope I'm party to at least some of those 
appoint officers and prepare to defend itself against the expect- finds. As to the internet, I hardily feel qualified to make any pre-
ed Union onslaught. These sold for prices ranging from $1,200 to dictions, the effects have been so startling and so rapid. But, yes, 
$2,500 - pretty much the going price in those I do foresee a time when our catalogues are pub-

-- -
days ... before the boom in Lee and the Civil War lished mainly, if not exclusively, in on-line form, 
in general. and a large part of our advertising and publicity 

Some of the best of these letters were ct,_, __ •·f1 ... ;,., •· •-·· "··"· ,,,- goes digital. I will miss the hefty, glossy paper 
snapped up by Brigitte and Harry Spiro, who "'-"·- ,;:,- ,,.,1 ~-~·-- "<····••·--- catalogues, though. 

/ ....., ,.,,: r•- ..,_ ·"'"f L;:K.,, .,..cJ. .;...,-c._,.._/ '11 

always had a keen appreciation of Civil War let- a-.c.., u.i--t•-;--..c.,,,-,._,;...,,, . .=,., RS: As to your employer ... there doesn't 
ters. When their small but very choice collec- ,_,,~~- ,--==1. - -,~-,;:.-- seem to be much turnover in the staff at the 
tion of American historical documents was dis- >-F ,_....,.'""+Jr./.. _.,,,,._.... 7 • major auction houses. Are these positions 
persed by Christie's in 1992, these registered ~ •--'-•1 "'

h
·~J:..~dh>o. looked upon as "life tenures?" Are there 

some pretty sensational increases in value. One f~;~=~-~~; ';:~·-. "{~ r-,.,.._ .. attempts by one auction house to lure away top 
letter, talking about the first Virginia regiments, ,;i,, ---- ~ ,,.=-7.,., .c. .,,3/'·-~ players from another? 
I recall, had sold at Christie's in 1980 for only ""Ni'.d .c.:. ···-~ ~ .. ,,. _____ ;,.-, .. --.~ CC: Well, Jonathan, it would be a mistake to 

,~•',.: .._,,. • .__.1;.., _L.__ ,,,._,,,,..1 r.oe.1._..r,.-"'?-c"..,'.:J:•i 
$1,600. In the Spiro sale the same letter, 12 years ., w<-·"-'- f':f>- ,.c.). = ,.-L.c.c-> ,;e.. judge the longevity of auction house specialists 
later, made an amazing $38,000. I don't know ,,_, ... .1, __ •/"·-5 ~L,,r?-:.,.,.,. c,:,- by my example! I'm one of the exceptions, really. 
what sort of annual appreciation is involved ?•-, ~" -~«. !, .. ,,., ~~-c;:a1-c., In the old days it was standard that once you'd 

k _JH,.._ t,,f,;.;_; .(:I(., >-1.:.J-~ f ..... ~ .. .IL,~•.,,., >-rl-" 

there, but I'm sure it's pretty remarkable. How r'- ~ ,-,-:.. ~,,, .... ,,.,.-.. ,~,~~,,
7

,. cut your teeth and knew a few people, you'd go 
this compares to other collecting fields is hard "f /' •/~ u: .. , ., •-••J •"· - C,•r"·-~ 

1 
off on your own-hopefully with a well-heeled 

to say, but I would bet manuscripts would stack cl!... 1··i ,s=1•-•, • ·-~ ~ z;,:,:,,,, ~~N- backer - and set up as a dealer. With me, I got 
up very well against most other collectibles. ::·:;::;.;;,_ ;;,--.L:_:_;::.~::;:. spoiled by the superb material I was handling at 

RS: Impressive. We've touched on a num- .,,.. --~ .... ,,..c,,, .,,,,,;; •• , .,..,.,._,,,,, 1,c;. Christie's and never met the right backer! I 
ber of subjects related to past business ... but _J haven't yet had a job offer which could promise 
what about the future? Where do you think the ~-----------~ the chance to work on the same quality materi
market is going and what do you think of the The current record for the sale of fill)'. al, although I admit I've been tempted several 
advent of the internet and how it affects your American manuscript is $3,086,000. times. As to poaching, it does happen, but is 
business? Can you see a day - perhaps in the (Christie's/Forbes, 2002.) This repre- more likely when someone gets powerfully disil-
near future? - that Christie's will cease to pub- sents the final bid plus buyer's premi- lusioned or is fired. 
fish catalogs and instead post all offerings exclu- um for Lincoln's twelve page last RS: What is the single best piece - and the 
sively on the internet? address, delivered from the White strangest or most interesting item - non-Lincoln -

CC: The key trend for manuscript collectors House balcony, April 11, 1865, just one you've handled in your years at Christie's? 
to be aware of is the progressive drying-up of the day after Lee's surrender. Lincoln artic- CC: There are definitely a few items I consid
supply of original manuscripts. There is no ulated his thoughts on moving forward er to have been Matterhorns, or Everests, if you 
doubt, from my vantage point, which goes back with Reconstruction ... something he will. One was the original drawing for the 1767 
to the late 1970s, that first-rate original material would not be able to oversee as he was Mason and Dixon survey of the Maryland-
in virtually all areas has become quite signifi- shot1hree days after this speech. Pennsylvania border, which Forbes bought from 
cantly scarcer, and this trend is proceeding at an us, and sold with us last year. To look at it-a nar-
accelerating pace. Certain types of Lincoln doc- row strip of paper, delicately rendered in ink, with 
uments-important Lincoln letters, speech fragments (which Indian trails, swamps and mountains painstakingly noted, made 
were never common to begin with!), but also pardons, checks, you realize that these two English surveyors had basically cut 
free franks - have become so rare in the last decade that only a their way, foot by foot, hill by hill, through hundreds of miles of 
small number of collectors are likdy to have the opportunity to mostly unsettled frontier lands, carrying their chains, theodo-
acquire them. That is, unless older collections, Hke Forbes, come lites and sighting devices, camping along the way, for months 
back on the market to provide those opportunities to the new and months. That was an amazing American odyssey! Some ol 
generation of collectors. That recycling of co.llections was exact- that incredible adventure is captured in Thomas Pynchon's 
ly what Malcolm Forbes wanted. novel, Mason and Dixon, but it's a long book! Another great man-

I can recall auctions at Christie's - not so many years ago, uscript I have worked on, was the Leonardo Codex Hammer, sold 
either - in which we offered 8, 10 or 12 Lincoln ALSs in office... in 1995. It was written in Leonardo's special mirror-writing, of 
some minor, others of real significance. Now, it is unusual for any course, and in Italian script, and I couldn't actually read it, unfor-
saile to feature more than 3 or 4 letters at a time, mostly of sec- tunately. So it was an enormous challenge to cata 1logue it, and 
ondary importance. So I would say, don't wait, if you are inter- paraphrase the text of every page, with the help of a fine trans-

13 



------------------ THE RAIL SPLITTER-----------------

lation by a Leonardo scholar. It is very humbling to be para
phrasing Leonardo's private notebooks, I can tell you! And every 
page had marvelous small but highly skilled pen-and-ink draw
ings of swirling water, shapes, moving figures. Extraordinary. 
Period. But finally, I can't leave out the autograph manuscript of 
J.S. Bach's cantata 180 ("Schmucke dich, 0 lie be Seele ... ") which 
I catalogued and sold in 1981 for the Curtis Institute. It is an espe
cially beautiful, sunny cantata, with several arias using flutes, 
and ,J remember humming a'1ong with a recording while writing 
the catalogue entry. You coul.d clearly see that Bach was 
extremely careful not to waste paper (which was expensive, on 
his salary) and how he would plan ahead to be certain a given 
section would end at the bottom of a page or the end of a sys
tem. I could take up a whole issue of The Rail Splitter, recalling 
amazing manuscripts, there really have been a lot of them. 

RS: When it comes to Lincoln and other greats in American 
history, do you have any personal qualms in such material being 
sold to foreigners to disappear into private holdings outside the 
United States? For that matter, has any remarkable Americana 
been presented to you that was discovered outside the country? 

CC: I have to confess that I have never understood the very 
proprietary feelings some people have about Lincoln, 
Washington, or Benjamin Franklin letters and manuscripts that 
are bought by collectors overseas. Why should Americans have 
some sort of overreaching claim on the original manuscripts of 
these individuals, any more than they have some sort of intel
lectual claim on the thoughts and the ideas of great men or 
women who just happened to have been American? Come on! 

Should all Mozart letters be reserved for Austrians? Or all 
Churchill's letters Ior English collectors? Proust's for France? 
Lorca's for Spain? It's utterly absurd. So why should we expect 
letters of Lincoln, Madison, Hemingway, or Steinbeck to be some
how pre-empted for American institutions or collectors? It is a 
natural part of the cross-fertilization of ideas. Original art, great 
music, important literature or philosophy or science is appreci
ated and shared around the world. So naturally, the manuscripts 
documenting those achievements also circulate among people 
who value and are moved by these ideas and interested in those 
thinkers. If a non-American has the wisdom to acquire a great 
Lincoln letter how can we do anything but applaud! And in my 
experience, anyone who pays a substantial price for a letter or 
document is likely to take very, very good care of it. 

Yes, good American manuscripts often do turn up overseas. 
ln 1999, I remember, we sold a spectacular signed carte-de-visite 
of Lincoln which had been sent to Christie's from Edinburgh, 
Scotland. A roving Scot who admired Lincoln had evidently vis
ited the President in Washington and obtained a beautiful, clear 
signature on a carte. It stayed in his family album until someone 
brought it to a colleague at Christie's King Street offices in 
London. She got in touch with me and when I saw the photo
graph it took my breath away! It is definitely the finest signed 
Lincoln carte I have ever handled. 

RS: If you had a client who told you they want a single 
Lincoln piece - a representational document or letter - what 
advice/counsel could you offer? 

CC: There is no single document which can really epitomize 
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Lincoln, his life and his writings are just too multi-faceted for 
that. But I have always felt that Lincoln's legal manuscripts
even though they are often couched in careful legal phrases-are 
ridiculously undervalued and under-appreciated. After all, it was 
in the practice of law that Lincoln honed his skills as a thinker 
and debater, and developed his remarkable clarity of expression. 
I have never found these to be dull at all! In these manuscripts
which are now being carefully edited and published by the 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency in Springfield - we see the 
embryonic Lincoln clearly. 1 know, legal documents don't have 
the immediate appeal of a terse Exe.cutive Mansion letter to a 
field commander, or a sympathetic letter to a bereaved mother. 
You have to learn a bit about the law, and the case in question 
to fully appreciate them. But letters to field commanders or 
bereaved mothers are now pretty darned uncommon, let's face 
it, while the manuscript records from Lincoln's legal career are
for the time being-still relatively plentiful, often unpublished, 
can give great insights, and are affordable to collectors of rela
tively modest means. Along the same lines, I also think that 
Lincoln's brief but telling endorsements -usually on the back of 
a letter addressed to him, or on a small oblong card-are often 
quite undervalued at auction. To me they represent Lincoln as 
chief executive, solving, or trying to solve, a wide range of prob
lems, making quick but momentous decisions, moving paper 

across his cluttered desk, dealing with 
minor matters that to his constituents 
or petitioners could have enormous 
significance! In some endorsements, 
he permits a son, a husband or a 
brother to take a loyalty oath, be 
released from a military prison and 
return to his family. To them, that had 
to have been momentous! Or, he 
reopens the case of a young soldier 
sentenced to death by a harsh com
mander, like Meade. Or he instructs 
the Secretary of War to reinstate a 
junior officer unfairly removed from 
his post. They are fascinating, I think, 
partly for their brevity. These modest 
little notes, sometimes in a terrible 
scrawl, have a marvelous way of evok
ing the Lincoln White House and, even 
more important, the intellect, the prag
matism and the humaneness that were 
all a part of lincoln's nature. 

A signed carte photograph 
by Brady. It sold almost five 
years ago (Christie's, 1999) 

for $85,000. 

RS: Thank you for sharing your insight and recollections. 

HIT PARADE OF 1860! 

F.W.ll.AU-CH. 

.:!Jt JJ4lLLI - .r:..JIJ'iI c.;,u. 

HD N an1.. 
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How DOUGLAS BECAME LINCOLN'S "JUDGE" 

Timothy H Bakken 

H
istory and popular memory usual
ly recall Stephen Arnold Douglas 
as the "Little Giant". But to 
Abraham Lincoln - who fought 
him in court, ran against him for 
public office, and even had him as 

a rival for the hand of Mary Todd - he 
was always "Judge" Douglas. Whether 
Lincoln used this as a full-fledged sign of 
respect is an open question, one that 
harkens back to some of the most turbu
lent political events of their early years in 
Illinois, a state that was known, even 
then, for governmental chicanery. 

During the 1830's the growing voting 
power of non-naturalized residents of 
Illinois, primarily the Irish, proved a 
threat to the state's Whig party, since 
most such voters cast their ballots for 
the Democrats. The latter understand
ably wished to retain this advantage, and 
were disturbed when a Whig-inspired 
court challenge to the legality of alien 
voting was mounted in late 1839. The 
Whigs, anxious that the case should be 
decided in their favor before the 
Presidential election of 1840, knew fully 
well - as did their opponents - that the 
issue would ultimately reach the Illinois 
Supreme Court, which since 1826 had had 
a three-to-one majority of Whig appointees. 

When this crucial "alien case" did 
reach the supreme bench, it was Stephen 
A. Douglas who appeared for the defense. 
Although barely in his twenty-seventh 
year and five years a lawyer, Douglas was 
already a power in the Illinois Democratic 
party, which he had helped organize. 
Brief terms as a state's attorney, legisla
tor, and local register of the federal land 
office were the only public positions he 
had yet held. The alien case held out the 
prospect of certain defeat, but Douglas -
notorious for his own carelessness of 
legal detail - discovered a clerical error 
in the proceedings that was sufficient to 
postpone a decision until the December 
1840 term of the state Supreme Court. 
This kept foreign nationals among the 
electorate for the Presidential contest, 
and that in turn held Illinois in the 
Democratic column that year (although 
Whig candidate William Henry Harrison 

won the vote nationally). Douglas 
became an instant hero to his party. 

The alien case, however, was only 
one of two thorns simultaneously stick
ing in the side of the Democrats. The 
other was Alexander P. Field, Illinois 
Secretary of State since 1829, who had 
originally been a Jacksonian Democrat 
but since drifted into the Whig ranks. 
After Thomas Carlin was elected 
Governor on the Democratic 
ticket in 1838 he tried several 
times to oust Field in favor 
ol a political compatriot, 
but Field had refused to 
yield his office. This 
intransigence was sup
ported by the Whig-con
trolled legislature, which 
refused to confirm Carlin's 
appointee, John A. 
McClernand, the future Union 
Major General. It was pointed 
out that the state constitution spec
ified no term of office. Field could remain 
Secretary of State during good behavior, 
or until the legislature voted his removal. 

This controversy, too, ended up in 
court, with Douglas representing 
McClernand in an action that sought 
physical possession of the Secretary of 
State's official seal and files. The oppos
ing counsel was Abraham Lincoln, repre
senting Field, who won the case at the cir
cuit court level. At the same time Douglas 
argued the much larger question - that of 
McClernancl's very right to the office -
before the state Supreme Court, where he 
declared that sustaining Field would 
effectively recognize a principle of "office 
for life." The appeal was unavailing; the 
court ruled against McClernand. 

It was at this critical juncture, with 
the Secretary of State case decided 
against them and the alien case about to 
be, that the Democrats won control of the 
state legislature. Now assured of majority 
support, Governor Carlin was finally able 
to shove Field out of office, and in a sym
bolic gesture of triumph he named 
Stephen Douglas to be Field's successor. 
His appointment was confirmed by the 
Illinois State Senate on the last day of 
November 1840. As minor a position as it 
was, it was a very significant one for 
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Douglas, one that he was able to politi
cally exploit and use as both stepping
stone and linchpin to subsequent office. 
Within three years he would be in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, and, within 
seven, in the U.S. Senate. 

Not content with just this ultimate 
victory, the Democrats set out to 

punish the Whigs by taking 
control of the state 

Supreme Court, the 
body which had 

stymied them. 
Douglas, now 
ensconced in a 
State Capital 
office, was close 
at hand to man
age the job. The 

strategy was sim
ple: rather than 

attempt impeach
ment of the sitting jus

tices (which would have 
required a two-thirds vote of 

the state senate), the legislators decided 
to simply "pack" the court with good 
Democrats. On 10 February 1841, after 
nearly two months of heated debate, led 
for the Democrats by Douglas and 
McClernand, a court reorganization act 
was passed. It called for five new 
Supreme Court justices and nine circuit 
court districts, with each justice taking 
charge of one circuit. This allowed each 
member of the supreme bench not only 
original responsibility in circuit court, 
but a measure of appellate authority over 
his own decisions. The Whigs were out
raged, but powerless. Abraham Lincoln, 
just then concluding his fourth and final 
term as a state representative, joined in a 
vigorous protest against this "blatant 
political move to entrench the 
Democratic party in the judicial branch." 
Douglas had taken so visible a part in the 
court reorganization effort that the act 
was called by some the "Douglas bill", 
and to no one's great surprise he was 
among the five new Supreme Court jus
tices the legislature elected a few clays 
after the bill passed. 

It seems, as his biographer Robert W. 
Johannsen put it, that the "office of 
Secretary of State was ... part of the shuf-

continued, next page 
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fie, used by Douglas as a lever to achieve 
his election to the court." He wasted no 
time in leaving the Secretary's post, pen
ning a florid letter to Governor Carlin on 
16 February 1841 which tendered his res
ignation "to take effect so soon as your 
convenience will enable you to appoint 
my successor. In dissolving the official 
relations that have existed between us, 
justice to my own feelings will not permit 
me to say less, than to express to you my 
grateful acknowledgements for that kind
ness, frankness and generous confidence 
which have characterized your inter
course with me, whilst I have had the 
honor of an official connection with 
you ... " Douglas had served as Secretary 
of State for only two-and-a-half months, 
during which he spent most of his time 
lobbying for ,the court reorganization bill 
and also on behalf of the Mormons, with 
whom he had become quite close; their 
Prophet, Joseph Smith, was by now a per
sonal friend. During his ten weeks as 
Secretary Douglas fostered the extraordi
nary legislation which made Mormondom 
a virtual state within the state: chartering 
the c-ity of Nauvoo (with extreme powers 
to Smith), incorporating the church 
itself, and creating the "Legion of 
Nauvoo", a militia answerable, in theory, 
only to the Governor of Hlinois. A'lthough 
these acts did much to focus the resent
ment that in a few years would lead to the 
murder of the Prophet and the expulsion 
of his followers, for the moment Douglas 
was rewarded for his efforts with the 
"freedom of the City of Nauvoo", and 
when he stepped up to the Supreme 
Court it was probably no accident that his 
assigned circuit was the Fifth: nine coun-

ties in west central lllinois that included 
the Mormon stronghold. 

Nearly twenty years aiterward, the 
Democratic maneuvers of 1840-41 still 
rankled with their opponents. Lincoln 
used them to score upon Douglas during 
their famous 1858 race for the U.S. Senate. 
In their joint debate at Quincy on 13 
October of that year, Lincoln, in referring 
to Douglas' rhetorical query about how 
the decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in 
the case of Dred Scott (that a slave had no 
standing to sue for his freedom in federal 
court) could be reversed, Lincoln sarcas
tically said: "Judge Douglas ought to know 
how .. .let me ask you, didn't Judge 
Douglas find a way to reverse the decision 
of our Supreme Court, when it decided 
that ... old Governor Carlin ... had not the 
constitutional power to remove a 
Secretary of State? Did he not appeal to 
the 'mobs' as he calls them? Did he not 
make speeches in the lobby to show how 
villainous that decision was ... and how it 
ought to be overthrown? Did he not suc
ceed too in getting an act passed by the 
legislature to have it overthrown? And 
didn't he himself sit clown on that bench 
as one of the five added judges, who were 
to overslaugh the four old ones - getting 
his name of 'Judge' in that way and no 
other?" Lincoln concluded his excoriation 
by asserting that if there was any "villainy 
in using disrespect or making opposition 
to Supreme Court decisions, I commend it 
to Judge Douglas' earnest consideration. I 
know of no man in the State of Illinois who 
ought to know so well about how much 
villainy it takes to oppose a decision of the 
Supreme Court, as our honorable friend, 
Stephen A. Douglas." & 

This is the handwr,itten letter of Stephen 
Douglas by which he surrendered the office of 
1lllinois Secretary of State. It is signed with his 
original double-s surname, which he ceased to 

use this same year; after 1841 he regularly 
spelled his name "Douglas", and the occasional 

double-s examples dated later are doubtless 
inadvertent reversions to his earlier style. This 
letter, retained by the addressee, Gov. Thomas 
Carlin, when he left office, found its way in the 

last century into the collection of Benjamin 
DeForest Curtiss and subsequently was a 

bequest to the Watertown, Mass. public library, 
which consigned much of the Curtiss collection 
to auction in the late 1970's. Private collection. 

A.TTBNTION ! 
THE 

PEOPLE!! 

T 
his fabulous broadside was recently offered for sale via eBay - generating a tremen
dous amount of interest ... and concern! It advertises an April 9, 1840 rally in which 
Lincoln planned to address issues found in the upcoming national election. He was 
chosen to be one of the presidential electors by the Whig convention six months ear
lier and stumped a great deal on behalf of the Harrison ticket. On this specific gath
ering, the Alton Telegraph reported that Lincoln's speech "although highly argumen-

A, LINCOLN, ~'R., 
Ot" Sa11,1J"a•011 Coust111, one Gr lhe Ek~
lor•I Ca...U,lalea, ,.-111 ADDllESS •h~ 
PEOPLE 

This Evenlit~ n 
Al Early Candlell~blln~, al 11te WOLD 
COURT ROO.ff,.a (lllley'ii Bulldln,,;.) 

B11 req-•I of 
tative and logical, was enlivened with numerous anecdotes." (Lincoln Day by Day.) Now ... this 
9 x 12" piece of ephemera would be a tremendously valuable piece documenting one of 
Lincoln's earliest political addresses if real, but... 

Known as the "candlelight" broadside, there is ~ authentic specimen known - in the 
permanent collection of the Huntington Library in San Marino, California. The museum 
acquired it from a famous Lincoln collection: that belonging to John C. Burton. His holding 

MANY CITIZENS. 
'l'bur'9day, April 81h, IS-10. 

was disbursed by Anderson Galleries in 1915. The Huntington has records of their broadside being reproduced with facsimiles 
made in April, 1930 - apparently this piece being one of those reproductions. Interestingly, the facsimile itself must be tremen
dously rare as this is the first example anyone has come across. So ... while the item is old, it isn't old enough! On the internet 
with just a scan it was impossible to discern, but examining it in-person, we could recognize it as a reproduction by the fact that 
it wasn't letterpress printed and the paper was not "correct." Be careful out there! 
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WHEN DID THE CIVIL WAR END? 

H istory teachers and college professors love a "date certain" to test students with and have latched on to April 9, 1865, as the 
end of the Civil War. Robert E. Lee cultists and Lost Cause promoters think the Civil War began in Wilmer McLean's front yard 
at Manassas, was fought in Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, and ended in McLean's parlor at Appomattox Courthouse. 
Another group to fix on April 9th as the war's end are neo-Confederate historians, whose purpose is to exonerate the South of 

any involvement in Lincoln's assassination by asserting that Booth acted on his own initiative in a mad fit of revenge, necessitating 
the war's end prior to April 14. The following timeline puts it in a broader perspective: 

• April 3, 1865, the Union army entered Richmond. 
• April 9, 1865, the 26,000 man Army of Northern Virginia surrendered. One of the terms of surrender proposed by Grant and 

accepted by Lee was, "The officers to give their individual paroles not to take up arms against the government of the United States 
until properly exchanged; and each company or regimental commander to sign a like parole for the men of their commands." Neither 
Grant nor Lee saw the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia as ending the War Between the States. 

• April 10, 1865, a battle took place between units of Mosby's partisan rangers and Union forces at Burke, Virginia. 
• April 15, 1865 Washington newspapers carried news of Lincoln's assassination in its left-hand column while the right-hand col-

umn contained the story of Jefferson Davis' call from Danville for the South to fight on. Davis didn't think the war was over. 
• That same day, Union and Confederate cavalry skirmish in St. Mary's County, Maryland. 
• April 17, 1865, John S. Mosby surrendered his command to Major-General Hancock. 
• April 26, 1865, Joseph Johnston surrendered the 30,000 man CSA Army to William T. Sherman in North Carolina. 
• May 4, 1865, Jefferson Davis, in a meeting in Washington, Georgia, in effect dissolved the Confederate government. 
• May 13, 1865, the last battle of the Civil War took place at Palmetto Ranch in Texas. During the fighting, 118 soldiers of the 

34th Indiana and the 62nd U.S. Colored Troops were killed or wounded. Pvt. John T. Williams became the last casualty of the war. 
• May 26, 1865, Kirby Smith surrendered 20,000 Confederate troops operating west of the Mississippi. Benson Lossing seems 

to consider this the conclusion of the war since it is the last entry in his Chronological Summary. 
• July 4, 1865, Shelby's cavalry crossed into Mexico. 
• November 6, 1865, CSS Shenandoah arrived at Liverpool and lowered the Stars and Bars for the last time. Per Philip Van Doren 

Stern: "That day marks the true end of the Confederate States of America as a fighting nation." 
• August 20, 1866, President Andrew Johnson declared the insurrection in Texas at an end. 

Thus, April 9, 1865, didn't end the war, it didn't end the Confederate government's determination to fight on, and it didn't end 
the fighting. It truly was, as Michael Ballard said, A Long Surrender (1988). 

- Clark Larsen 
(We are indebted to Laurie Verge and the Surratt Society's The Surratt Courier for permission to print Mr. Larsen's feature.) 

"THE 

LINCOLNPHILE" 
Matthew Pinsker. Lincoln's Sanctuary: 
Abraham Lincoln and the Soldier's 
Home. Oxford University Press, New 
York, 2003. 256pps., $30. 

M ost of our readers are aware of 
the fact that Lincoln, like most 
presidents of recent times, had a 
"Summer White House" or 
retreat, located close to his main 

residence. Initially known as the Military 
Asylum, it subsequently was labeled the 
"Soldier's Home" and it was by that name 
that Lincoln and his contemporaries 
knew it. He would go there with members 

of his family to escape the stifling heat of 
summertime Washington. It was also at 
this location that he narrowly escaped 
assassination when a rebel sharpshoot
er's bullet knocked off his hat, piercing it 
in the process. 

The cottage that the Lincolns stayed 
in (formerly the residence of prominent 
banker George W. Riggs, Jr.) was recently 
designated a National Historic Site by 
President Bill Clinton. Profits from the 
sale of this book by Dickinson College 
Professor Matthew Pinsker will be allo
cated towards the restoration and reno
vation project. 

In discussing the importance of such 
a locale, the conclusion of the book 
states: "The efforts to preserve a physi
cal site associated with the Lincoln pres
idency are important because observers 
can no longer 'see the President' as Walt 
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Whitman did so memorably in 1863. 
Historians might build engaging narra
tives out oi their evidence in order to 
help readers imagine the past, but for 
many the inspiration of a place stands 
unmatched. Visitors cannot see the pres
ident any longer, but they can certainly 
see where he walked and lived. They can 
pass the gravestones that he passed in 
the summer before his journey to 
Gettysburg, or they can trot up and down 
the stairs where his oversized slippers 
once shuffled. For historians, this very 
human attachment to place offers a pow
erful reminder about the practice of biog
raphy. Especially with a monumental fig
ure such as Lincoln, it is easy to overlook 
the importance of daily life in shaping 
larger public political experiences. 
Details that matter-like the location of a 
meeting, the absence of a wife, or the day 

continued, next page 
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of the week-tend to get squeezed out for 
more obviously significant fare. All biog
raphers try their best to 
explore the boundaries 
between the public and private 
lives of their subjects, but rare 
is the narrative that can com

Fort Stevens (where Lincoln came under 
hostile fire while standing on a parapet 

mand both the mundane and L1x0OL••s sJL1<0Tt1Aav 

during the Jubal Early raids). It 
was also located in one of the 
seedier areas of town, fre
quented by rowdies and prosti
tutes. Despite the unfamiliar 
and unsavory location, count
less visitors beat a path there 
in order to petition or cajole 
the President. Lincoln spent a 
great deal of time there when 
the weather was not too cold. 
Secretary of War Stanton like
wise maintained a domicile 
there and often accompanied 
the President back-and-forth 

the sublime in the same story. 
This book makes an attempt to 
do so ... " 

From the afterword: "For 
several months each year from 
1862 to 1864, a period totaling 
almost one quarter of his presi
dency, Lincoln used the cottage 
to meet with cabinet members 
and military leaders, conceive and refine 
his doctrine of emancipation, relax with 
his family, and restore his inner peace. 
Yet despite its enormous significance, 
remarkably little has been known about 
this nineteenth century equivalent of 
Camp David ... " 

The author did extensive research 
on the subject. The bibliography extends 
for ten pages and includes archival col
lections, newspapers and periodicals, 
published collections and reference 
works, as well as secondary sources. It 
seems, however, that the main research 
consisted of primary source 
material-such as Civil War soldiers' let
ters (written by members ot the presi
dential guard) and diaries of visitors to 
the cottage. By piercing together all this 
material, Pinsker has been able to con
struct a chronology of the time spent by 
Lincoln at the retreat as well as the meet
ings that took place there-both sched
uled and impromptu. A useful tool in this 
regard is the twelve-page chronology at 
the end of the book, summarizing the 
comings-and-goings of the Linco.111 
Family. By referencing recollections and 
diaries of the participants (including 
written observations of Presidential 
Secretaries Nicolay & Hay), the events 
and momentous decisions of the time 
have been placed in context. We are 
made to understand what might have 
been going on in Lincoln's mind at any 
given time, the pressures exerted on him, 
and the evolution of policy and decision 
making. 

The Soldiers' Home was a mere 30-
minute carriage ride from the White 
House. It was near some of the fortifica
tions surrounding the Capital, such as 

from the Executive Mansion. Robert 
Todd Lincoln made occasional short vis
its, while Mary Todd Lincoln and Tad 
spent much more time there, when not 
vacationing in New York or New England. 
Still, the President was often left alone in 
the company of a cook and vallet, plus 
members of the military assigned guard 
duty. He would sometimes lounge around 
the premises in a robe and carpet slip
pers, fraternize with the soldiers (ascer
taining the mood and morale of the man 
in the field), take midnight strolls or 
horse rides, or ponder the freshly-dug 
graves at the adjacent military cemetery 
(which would eventually evolve into 
Arlington National Cemetery). He often 
took papers "home from the office" (i.e., 
The White House) to work on in the soli
tude of the country retreat. The opportu
nity to escape the throng of office seek
ers, interact with the "common people", 
and discuss policy in a relaxed atmos
phere with his colleagues, was no doubt 
critical in Lincoln's development. He 
could also schedule private meetings, 
usually late at night, with opposition 
politicians and other movers-and-shak
ers he needed to deal with or mollify. 
Still, he could not escape the nearly con
stant onslaught of petitioners and critics. 
Under circumstances that would be intol
erable today, he managed to accommo
date most of them, although his attention 
span and patience would be strained on 
occasion. A suggestion made to him that 
he should go away for three weeks to 
reinvigorate himself was dismissed with 
the comment that three weeks would do 
no good and that his work would follow 
him no matter where he went. 

Besides a summary of the historical 

19 

events taking place at the time of 
Lincoln's residence in the cottage (all of 
which are well-known), we are treated, 
through the use of primary source mate
rial, to insightful anecdotes relating to 
the President, Mrs. Lincoln and Tad. The 
husband-wife relationship between the 
First Couple is dealt with, unsubstantiat
ed and cryptic as it was. Mary Todd's 
character is illuminated more than 
usual-providing a fuller and less biased 
picture than the "hellcat from the White 
House" image we are used to. Tad was a 
favorite of the so'ldiers stationed at the 
Home and many stories are related apro
pos of this. After the President's assassi
nation, Mary wrote "How dearly I loved 
the 'Soldiers' Home' & How little I sup
posed, one year since, that I should be so 

, far removed from it, broken hearted, and 
praying for death, to remove me, from a 
life, so full of agony." 

It is difficult to say how things might 
have been different had there been no 
Soldiers' Home. Lincoln was probably the 
first president who needed such a sanc
tuary-fortunately it existed and was at 
his disposal. This relatively short and 
straightforward - written tome deals 
with new territory in the Lincoln histori
ography. The unearthing of primary 
source material and recoHections (and 
their judicial and impartial interpreta
tion) is no doubt a benefit to the litera
ture of the period. This additional chap
ter in the never-ending saga of Lincoln 
both enriches our knowledge and adds 
levels of nuance and subtlety. Again, from 
the book's afterword: 

"By examining the narrative through 
a more intimate lens, the story should 
become more vivid and hence more 
understandable. That is the underlying 
hope of this effort. But Whitman once 
again offers a sober reminder of our limi
tations. The great poet complained in the 
pages of his warHme journal that nobody 
could seem to capture the Eull spirit of 
Lincoln's expression. 'There is something 
else there,' he wrote on August 12, 1863, 
perplexed and frustrated. Despite all the 
years, it is the one observation that stifil 
seems as powerful as ever." 
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Rail Splinters 
~ One of the interesting aspects of collecting political 
Americana is the "jigsaw puzzle" analogy. One item shows up 
which constitutes a mystery. When was it made and for what 
purpose? No one knows for sure and there are as many opinions 
as collectors. Later on, a similar piece surfaces. The mind 
remembers the first piece and a 
link is established. There are now 
two pieces of the puzzle. 
Sometimes it's enough to form a 
picture. The cover story in our 
April 1998 issue ("A Survey of 
Lincoln Glass and Ceramics") 
illustrated a patriotic milk glass 
plate with busts of Lincoln, Grant 
and Sherman. Based on the por
traits, we assumed the item was L----'--'-""" 

produced during the Civil War. We recently received pictures of 
a very similar Lincoln-Sherman vase, decorated in an identical 
manner, obviously produced at the same time and by the same 
maker. Although we were unable to examine the vase first-hand, 
it appears to be slightly translucent and light green in color. Our 
tentative conclusion is that it is made of custard glass. Research 
reveals that custard glass was not invented until 1880 and 
reached its peak of popularity in the 1890s. If true, that means 
these commemorative objects were both manufactured after 
Lincoln's death. As reported in this issue, Rex Stark has for sale 
a toilet set comprised of stoppered jars with portraits of Lincoln 
and Grant with its original brass stand. The portraits are quite 
similar to those seen on the plate, but the decoration of the cen
ter post varies signHicantly. The jars have a frosted finish. 
Although not an exact match, the three objects, taken as a 
whole, appear to constitute a distinct genre of historical glass in 
which Lincoln and his key generals feature prominently. This is 
a situation in which the sum is greater than the individual com
ponents! Hopefully, at some point in the future, some perceptive 
collector will locate a contemporary sales catalog or flyer offer
ing such objects. The puzzle will then be complete. 

~ We receive many inquiries 
~ related to Lincoln memora
bilia. Often, the owner has already 
done some research and reached a 
conclusion as to the merits of his or 
her item. The only question they have 
is "What am I offered?" Research or 
not, appraisal or not, we don't always 
concur in the attribution. An example 
of this conundrum is represented by 
this 29 x 39" canvas owned by a gen
tleman in Omaha. It allegedly depicts 
a seated portrait of Lincoln clutching a newspaper. The artist 
has signed the newspaper "A. J. Conant 1864 St. Louis." Alban 
Jasper Conant (1821-1915) did indeed paint a from-life portrait of 
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Lincoln, though not in 1864. The owner 
speculates that the painting was copied 
from a COY, as the chair and pose close
ly resemble known photographs of 
Lincoln. We don't know who it is-per
haps a prominent newspaper editor 
from St. Louis? Any thoughts? 

~ A correspondent from Washington State sent us a 
~ picture of a rather unusual Lincoln photograph. We 

are totally unfamiliar with this item and publish its 
image with the pertinent information provided - in the hope that 
some of our readers can "fill in the picture." The portrait approx
imates in size and appearance a quarter-plate daguerreotype. 
The mat appears to be tarnished copper. A paper label on the 
back has both printed and handwritten inscriptions. The printed 
text is as follows: "AURATYPE. Trade Mark. Carbon Gold 

Painting. To introduce this original, 
unique and fadeless piece of deco
rative art, it is sold direct by the 
inventor under guarantee to refund 
the full amount paid for an 
Auratype of equal quality, selling at 
a less price. Duplicates to order 
only, value guaranteed. UNALTER

ABLE. Genuine carbon print, hand painted 
in actual metal colors. CARBON CLOI
SONNE will not tarnish or fade. Price ... 
Beware of imitations. George S. Barlow. 
New York, NY." The handwritten inscrip
tion is a presentation "To ... with the com
pliments of the inventor. G.S.B. This is the 
first one to be made in permanent carbon 
daguerreotype." The portrait is based on 
the photograph taken by Alexander Hesler 

on June 3, 1860 (0-26). While quite similar in construction to a 
dag, it clearly is of a later vintage, anywhere between the 1890s 
and 1920s. It appears that the inventor's guarantee of durability 
has panned out. But, what is it and who's ever seen another? 

~ We learn from a press release issued by the Gilder 
~ Lehrman Institute of American History that arrange
ments have been finalized for the prestigious collection to be 
installed at the New York Historical Society ( our favorite muse
um!). The acclaimed collection, which includes signed copies of 
the Emancipation Proclamation and the 13th Amendment to the 
Constitution, along with tens of thousands of historically signifi
cant letters, had for more than a year been the subject of a care
ful search for a new home in New York City. For the past ten 
years, it had reposed at the Morgan Library, but the Morgan 
recently closed its doors to launch an expansion program, mak
ing continued scholarly and public access to the collection there 
impossible. Assembled over the past thirteen years by New York 
philanthropists Richard Gilder and Lewis Lehrman, the collec
tion constitutes perhaps the finest holding of important 
American manuscripts, photographs and ephemera in private 
hands, covering the past four hundred years of American histo
ry. It will be housed at the society for a minimum of five years, 
beginning in the Fall oI 2003, with the arrangement renewable in 
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five year terms. The Society announced plans for the installation 
of a continuous, rotating public exhibit to highlight documents 
and images from the collection in an effort to keep important 
items before visitors on a year-round basis. The collection is par
ticularly strong in Abraham Lincoln, the Civil War and slavery -
its components having been successfully utilized to illustrate 
books, for traveling exhibitions, and in film documentaries. The 
Gilder Lehrman Collection is a!so working currently to enhance 
its searchable database of holdings available on-line 
(www.gilderlehrman.org), and expects the project to be com
pleted in the Falll of 2003. The move to the NYHS does not mean 
the end of acquisitions, which continue on a regular basis. Gilder 
Lehrman agents continue to be key players in the marketplace. 
The New York Historical Society is located on Central Park West 
and 77th Street, just down the street from the Museum of Natural 
History. Why not see both on your next visit to the Big Apple! 

~ Some of our subscribers like to combine their avo-
~ cation with leisure activities, often visiting histori
cal sights on their travels. We have made occasional mention of 
sights related to Lincoln. No slight intended, but there are a large 
number of sites related to Ulysses Grant that no doubt merit 
attention. These cover all aspects of his illustrious career, from 
the cradle to the grave. These include: Grant's birthplace in 
Point Pleasant, OH; The United States Military Academy at West 
Point; the Grant Family Cabin in St. Louis, MO (part of Anheuser
Busch's Grant's Farm Theme Park); the Ulysses S. Grant National 
Historic Site in St. Louis; the U. S. Grant Home State Historic Site 
in Galena, IL; the Grant Memorial in Washington, DC; the Grant 
Cottage in Mount McGregor, NY; Grant's Tomb in NYC; four bat
tlefield sites from the Western Campaign (Fort Donelson, Shiloh, 
Vicksburg and Chickamauga/Chattanooga; and five battlefield or 
historic sites from the Eastern Campaign (Fredericksburg, 
Richmond, Petersburg, Hopewell (City Point) and Appomattox 
Courthouse). So, next vacation, consider a Grant pilgrimage -
your motto: "I will visit all Grant sites if it takes all summer!" 

~ Rail Splitter Alan Weingarden sent us a copy of a won-
• • derful letter written by Robert Todd Lincoln to Thomas 

Lowry in 1906. Lowry moved to Minneapolis in 1866 and made 
his fortune in land speculation and the railroad business, becom-

- --.. -~-,--~. St. Paul and Sault Saint Marie 

1 

ing President of the Minneapolis 

Railway Company. (Lincoln was, 
... ,_ .. __ ,:~·::-··-·;:~~: as we all know, President of a 

____ ._".:.~::::-.::::·~--.:·:..7.:.::- slightly bigger concern-The 
. ~:;;.::::.::.:: •· ,.:.-:::-::,:: __ , Pullman Company.) Lowry com

=~.::=·::::::::···:::: • , . .:.:..--:, bined an interest in Lincoln and 
:.:;-·.:. "".'::..:-.--::. ·_~-..::::.:::::-~:.. railroads when he purchased 
::::·."'-:;.::::-.- --~_:.:::-::-..:: the Lincoln Funeral Car which, 
...... ,.,,, -- •.-.. ~-·1 --- .. 
•-· ~--~·--·--·-·" .,..,_..,., unfortunately, was subsequently .. __ _,__,, __ ... -.,.-~ ... , ...... . 
~:·::.-_:~:::::....-:--.'.".':'."~~,:::.-. __ ,_, _ destroyed by fire. In this letter 
-· :::-:~:: .,.,, -,~ .. ·--·~·••··-·-· written in acknowledgment of 

the gift of a biography of 
·.:. •• ~.".:'·:~· ,(.,{._~,;..~-;, Stephen Douglas, Lincoln remi-

nisces: "/ was just fifteen years 
old at the time of the Douglas-Lincoln campaign, so that I remem
ber it very well. I am unable to tell you, however, whether in that 
campaign I met my father at Beardstown and took him in a buggy 
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with a single horse to Rushville, but it is probably _...,..,..,...,.,. 
true. I remember very distinctly that during the 
campaign he wrote me asking me to come over 
from Springfield with a horse and buggy, to one of 
the places where he was to make a speech, and 
thence take him home, the distance not being very 
great, but there being in those days, of course, no 
convenient transportation. The details of the trip I 
have entirely forgotten, except that I remember that Thomas Lovill' 

we passed throllgh a region with which he was very 
familiar from his yollthful experiences, and on several occasions 
he stopped the buggy, and laughingly asked me to go a little dis
tance in the woods where I would find a blazed tree, which he 
described, which he had marked as a survey corner. As I say, he 
did this several times, and never made a mistake once." This very 
letter is quoted in full in Personal Reminiscences of Abraham 
Lincoln by Thomas Lowry, published in 1910. (By coincidence, 
this biography details a letter of Abraham Lincoln - that very let
ter recently appeared as lot #229 in this year's edition of The Rail 
Splitter Lincolniana and Civil War Auction!) Half the fun of col
lecting is sharing such gems as this! Thanks, Alan! 

AMIN~U. .... •lal'IIIMIILtt._.UJt 

~ Rail Splitter Lou Montesano of =-..-. .. ,..-... _ .. 

Lincoln C~~~a~o,s~':n~~;~~:
0

:y~f~~: ~;:~;~::~ 
also kind enough to share a ~...§E-=:=---:.c..-= --

f av o r i t e the "President to Revoke Bis • 
item from A. Petition From the P~oplea~d Proclaim the Supremacy o • 
his per- A.bolition Pro_c1amat1on, - __ .,.-=, 

~:~;~~~r~:,j:.~~;J~:~~~I~ ~~ 
which they signed, and, we assume, ---
forwarded to President Lincoln. The -~-'i . ,. -~ .,' ,1,.r-, ,..,_~?", I-{' r . 
manifesto is titled "A Petition From the • 4 ,,..:: .... ____ _ 
People to the President to Revoke His 
Abolition Proclamation, and Proclaim the Supremacy of the 
Constitution." The signers felt that the President had gone too 
far, but affirmed their loyalty to the Union. " .. .It is but too evident 
that if the war is to be waged for the purpose of effecting a social 
revolution and a conflict of races in the Southern States, the return 
of peace is far distant. We hold that each State must be left free to 
regulate the status of the negro race within its limits, unless (like 
your own) it excludes them altogether by denying them the right to 
inhabit the same soil. We have your own authority for asserting 
that the two races cannot co-exist side by side, on a footing of social 
or political equality. We would respectflllly submit that it is not the 
part of wisdom and prudence to employ the military strength of the 
country in a vain effort to accomplish a conceded impossibility." 
One of the signers was Washington Hunt, who served one year 
as Governor of New York. The petition is docketed "Petition to A. 
Lincoln to revoke his Emancipation Proclamation - He could not 
see it." Does that mean he didn't see the petition, or he wasn't 
willing to accede to it? What do you think? And, if we are to 
believe the petition, Negroes were not allowed residency status 
in Illinois. Very interesting. What did they do - get their visas 
stamped when passing through? Thanks, Lou! 

continued, next page 
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Splinters, cont. 

~ Rail Splitter Charlie 
~ Mcsorley sent in a pic
ture of the cover of the July 19, 
1911 Puck with artwork by Keppler. 
The caption reads "Some Class to 
This Rail-Splitter" with a depiction 
of William Howard Taft preparing 
to split apart "Party Solidarity" 
swinging an ax labeled "Tariff 
Reform." We have to wonder as to 
the latest use of Rail Splitter 
imagery connected to politicians ... 
doubting anyone much after the 
First World War would recognize the characterization. We would 
love to hear from anyone with examples of later presidential can
didates labeling themselves in the Lincoln tradition! 

~ A Lincoln artifact in the Land of Oz? If you follow the 
~ yellow brick road to the Judy Garland Museum in 
Grand Rapids, MN, you are apt to see 
more than just the ruby slippers. 
The beloved star, born Frances 
Gumm, lived in Grand Rapids with 
her two sisters and parents until she 
was four years old. The museum, 
attached to the original Gumm 
Family two bedroom house, contains the world's most extensive 
collection of .Judy Garland memorabilia. The museum's prize 
holding is the carriage that carried Dorothy, Toto, the Scarecrow, 
the Tin Man and the Cowardly Lion through the "Emerald City" 
in "The Wizard of Oz." Now ... believe it or not, this very carriage 
was owned by Abraham Lincoln in 1863 - the gift of a group of 
New York businessmen. Lincoln's name is inscribed on the inside 
of the carriage. As detailed on their website: The carriage was 
used in the classic movie The Wizard of Oz starring Judy Garland, 
but it had an impressive history before showing up on the silver 
screen. The Barouche, Civil War era, circa 1865 Brewster manu
factured carriage is constructed of hand-forged iron work, the body 
of American hardwoods. The comfortable riding carriage features 
C-Springs suspended with leather, a front driver's seat, interior vis
a-vis seating arrangement, and a black retractable soft top. The two 
large rear and two smaller front wheels are American mail hubbed, 
accompanied by a pole, shafts and swingle trees. Handwritten on 
one of the four wooden bows which are the framework for the fold
ing top is ''.4. Lincoln June 8, 1863. "The carriage is first seen in the 
movie as the doors to the Emerald City open for Dorothy and Toto, 
the Tin Man, Scarecrow and the Cowardly Lion. The carriage is dri
ven by Frank Morgan (who played the cabbie, the doorman to the 
city, the Wizard and Professor Marvel) and pulled by the "Horse of 
a Different Color." For additional information, visit the museum's 
web site at www.judygarlandmuseum.com. 

~ ln our Letters to the Editor column in the last Rail 
Splitter, historical newspaper specialist Tim Hughes 

reflected on the earliest mention of Lincoln in papers outside 
lllinois. He found a listing of the young politician dating as early as 
1837 in a Baltimore paper. Lincoln, of course, was discussed in 
earlier press accounts in Illinois ... as the case with an item that 
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recently caught our attention. Selling for $150 on eBay was a May 
14, 1836 issue of the Sangamo Journal from Springfield. A page-two 
listing of "CANDIDATES" includes young Abraham Lincoln, 27 
years old, in the year he was licensed to pract,ice law in the Illinois 
courts ... during his first term as Representative to the Illinois 
House. That year, he ran for reelection and was listed as one of the 
eight candidates from Sangamon County. What makes this partic
ular issue so interesting is that in addition to this early Lincoln ref
erence, the paper carried reports from Texas of the massacre at 
the Alamo. While the siege of the Alamo began on February 23, 

1836 with the fall occurring on i'""='===:'=c:'~=-:a-:r====--. 
March 6th - following a CA.'lllU 1 is. 

H i\iu.J:l,u,;ru 1'iclt1. 
preciawn assault - the next J,hn 110 .. r. 11 t"" t:••01,. 

A.ti,S.. \\'iQ:hr, J 11c.,1 du. 

three months saw occupation L,von 1.,m:, ...... du. 
J11m ■• A. \\'l1il1.iidt, &.~ tJo, 

by Centralist forces eventually B,ni•min B...t,For Con : .. da. 

culminating with their removal 
from Texas following Santa 
Anna's capture at the Battle of 
San Jacinto. This issue fea
tured two front-page stories 
telling of Santa Anna's mas

ON Cfi>UNTV, 
sacre using 1,500 Mexican prison r Set.at. . 
convicts as lead assault to the M. K. Aoder~on. 
regular army of 3,300 infantry of R"'J res11tit1iti1n;s. 
and 2,200 cavalry that followed. 'm. F. Elkm, 
The second story relates the Abiaiu Lincoln. 
capture and massacre of Col. ew McCormick 

Fannin and over 300 of his men ''L~m.!mlllim."e.t
1
~
9
~
11 
___ _J 

l.,J r. • 
after being tricked into believing 
that if they surrendered the enemy "would show them quar
ters ... " While Tim Hughes sourced the earliest Lincoln reference 
in a national newspaper, this listing has us wondering as to the 
first time the Rail Splitter appeared in the Illinois press. 

~ In the fraternity of Lincoln collectors, 
•• ~ the name Andrew C. Zabriskie still 

resonates. While not a member of that exclusive 
club known as the "big five" - the earliest collec
tors who assembled massive holdings now dis
persed to various institutions - Capt. Zabriskie's 
contribution still deserves note. His pioneering work in the field 
of campaign tokens - publishing his first study of Lincoln politi
cals in 1873 - remains the foundation for all who followed. And, 
as reported in this journal, his legendary collection of Lincoln 
medals, tokens and ferrotype badges "disappeared" for more 
than 80 years until discovery in an old family safe by his descen
clents preparing to sell the family property. At that point, 
Sotheby's entered the picture with a 1999 auctjon that will be 
hard to replicate. While we know of Zabriskie as a president of 
the American Numismatic Association, a New York City busi
nessman, and a collector, thanks to Thomas Keefe of Albany, we 
can also acid "failed politician" to his resume. Tom collects New 
York political memorabilia and was kind enough to forward a 
photograph of a scarce little button ... one touting Zabriskie's 
1908 candidacy as a Democrat for Congress. Interestingly, he ran 
not in NYC, but in the 21st District of the Mid-Hudson Valley. He 
lost by a narrow margin to Hamilton Fish who would later hold 
numerous cabinet positions and was a Republican hopeful. 
Thanks for filling in the picture, Tom! 
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~ A gentleman in West Virginia recently sent us 
photos of a souvenir folding knife. It is made of 

brass and measures a scant 2 3/4" in the closed position. 
The front of the knife has a bust of Lincoln with the 
inscription "Our Lamented President." The back side 
has a panel inscribed "Our Union Is Preserved." The 
background has a lattice-work design and the blade is 
marked "Barlow." We have never seen this item before 
and tend to ,------------------, 

be leary of I 
such objects 
as they are a 
popular collectible and prone to reproduction or fan
tasies. This one, however, looks like it might be legit. 
Our initial research does reveal a "Barlow" from the 
Sheffield region of England who produced knives in the 
late 18th and 19th centuries. OK, you knife experts out there! What 
do you think? 

~ The item pictured here is made of cast-iron, is extremely 
~ • heavy, nicely forged, has a deep

set rim, and has always been repre
sented to us as a vintage "Stove Flue 
Cover." Now ... we started wonder
ing. Given how heavy the piece is 
and the fact that there are not 
affixed brackets to raise the "flue" 
or holes to place a wire for that pur
pose, is the attribution correct? 
These pieces do pop up from time to 
time typically selling for $50-75. We've 
seen them in numerous collections. Does anyone know with cer
tainty their intended use beyond decoration? Do let us know. 

~ We really enjoy hearing from those who share their ,love 
,. - - of Lincoln with others - particularly those employing 
creative, fun means to do so. Case in point: Joe Leithmann of 
Lederach, PA. Joe and his wife are hosting a three day Abraham 
Lincoln Film Festival, Feb. 12-14th, at Trave's Family Restaurant 
Banquet Room located at Route 113 & Allentown Rd. in Franconia. 
The event is free to the public and is his way of honoring the mem
ory of Abraham Lincoln. Films to be shown over the three days 
include D.W. Griffith's first talkie featuring Walter Huston as 
Abraham Lincoln; Abe Lincoln in Illinois starring Raymond Massey; 
Young Mr. Lincoln starring Henry Fonda and directed by John Ford; 
Carl Sandburg's Lincoln Series films starring Hal Holbrook; plus 
films on the assassination plus others. Over the years, Joe has 
often exhibited elements of his collection but now finds it too cum
bersome to dismantle, transport, and reassemble. So ... he built an 
extensive film library (16MM) and decided that "if I could no longer 
share our Lincoln collection with the community I could certainly 
share Lincoln with the community through the medium of these 
wonderful films. Thus I decided to have the Lincoln film Festival. I 
have thoroughly enjoyed these films for years and I only hope the 
community will enjoy them as much and be reminded of Abraham 
Lincoln and what he was able to accomplish in his own life and for 
our Nation as well. He was a remarkable man." 
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The "Gettysburg Lincoln" 
by Alexander Gardner, 8 November 1863 

FOR THE FIRST TIME, photography 
and Lincoln collectors can obtain an 
Imperial salt photograph of Alexander 
Gardner's famous Lincoln image 
[Ostendorf#77], taken just 11 days prior 
to the Gettysburg Address. There is no 
more powerful image of Lincoln to be 
had! Truly, as Lincoln said, "there is 
the animal himself." 

OUR COLLODION GLASS WET
PLA TE, directly derived from the 
destroyed original imperial-fonnat glass 

plate, was made to produce salt and albumen photographs. In fact, !!ID'. 
time you have ever seen this image of Lincoln, its original derivation 
was our collodion glass plate! 

ONLY ORIGINAL METHODS have been used in this production
the very same methods that Gardner himself would have used in making 
such photographs. It is exactly these methods that bring us the 
evocative nature of a 19th century photograph. The size has an 
unbelievable impact, bringing Lincoln "to life" -- war-weary wrinkles, 
pores, and all! This cannot be a more engaging photo! 

THIS PHOTOGRAPH has a clarity and richness that can 2!l!y be 
produced from an original early wet-plate. There is much in Lincoln's 
face that our photos will reveal which you have not seen before: 
individual whiskers: penetrating eyes; an incredible skin quality; an 
unusual definition to the tie and coat, and more. 

TH.AT THIS IS DERIVED from the glass plate is most apparent. The 
collodion process used is clearly visible, as is the edge of the glass plate. 

THE PRODUCTION is by France Scully Ostcnnan, a specialist and 
educator in wet-plate collodion photography and editor of The Col/odion 
Journal and Mark Ostennan, photographic process historian. They are 
two of the leading fashioners of the long lost salt photograph from 
original plates; and it is their skill that allows you to own such a life-like 
image of Lincoln. 

THESE ARE STRICTLY LIMITED to 375 Numbered Prints and 85 
Publisher·s Proofs, each on Authentic Salt-print paper, mounted to a 
I 00% acid-free backing. Presented in a protective 3/4 leather and linen 
portfolio, with overlaid gold-stamped leather panels. The portfolio is 
lined with acid-free paper. Included is a wealth of historical material 
about the print. 

WE GUARANTEE that these photographs will delight you; but if not, 
your money will be immediately refunded. A Certificate of Limitation 
will accompany each photographic print. The photograph has been 
discretely blind-stamped, so future generations will not believe they 
were produced by Gardner himself in the 1860s. 

THESE PRINTS will duplicate exactly what Gardner·s artistic eye 
wished us to see from his plate. It is the equivalent of any 19th century 
photograph and shows you what the contemporary public might have 
viewed, if they had been produced. We predict that these photographs 
will become even more valuable to future collectors. 
TIME PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE. 

Numbered, Limited Edition 11" x 14" Original Photograph 
on a 16" x 20" Mount ........................................................... $3,750.00 
Select Artist's Proof. ............................................................. $5,750.00 
Deluxe Archival Frame with custom velvet mats and 
UV light protection glass (as above) ..................................... $ I .250.00 

For More Information or to Order a Photograph, Contact: 

Abraham Lincoln Book Shop, Inc. 357 W. Chicago Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60610 // 312/944-3085 .... 312/944-5549 (fax) 

Checks and Money Orders accepted via mail. 
Visa and MasterCard accepted via fax, phone, mail, or use our secure 

web site at www.ALincolnBookShop.com 
Shipping and Handling will be charged, via UPS. 

Illinois residents add 8.75% sales tax 
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In The Market~lace 
H CA's auction catalogs are coming out faster than we can cover them! Those Raynors (Bob, 

Ethan and Ryan ... and Troy Cates - who just thinks he's a Raynor!) have created a real opera
tion working out of their new digs in Graham, NC. The May auction included over 1,000 lots of 

historical memorabilia. A Benjamin Butler biography published by T. B. Peterson in 1864 touts the cross-eyed general as "The Hero of New Orleans" 
(hey, it worked for Andrew Jackson!) The back cover of this rare "bio in wraps" shows McClellan and promotes his "campaign" biography. ($220) A 
showy McClellan silk badge, configured sort-of-like a string bow-tie, has the words McClellan & Pendleton Liberty printed on blue and pink ribbons. 
($865) A pair of Civil War discharge papers, prepared by Washington attorneys Charles & William King, c. 1864-5, each have profile busts of Lincoln 
on the cover, and were prepared for a member of Co. G, 15th MO. Cavalry. ($460) An 1860 letter comments on a local woman who broke a man's nose 
and was accused of burning his barn down, as well as political activities: " ... The fair at Glens Falls commences ... Friday. The Wide Awakes are all invit
ed ... the Wide Awakes met at Adamsville last night about three hundred. The Sandy Hill brass band played. They all say you must come home in time 
to vote but do as you please." ($85) Another 1860 letter from Massachusetts describes the Bay State favorite, John Bell: " ... Bell & Everett folks had a 

, Lecture here last eve and torch lights. they reached from here to William Bartholders, which was the largest procession ever. .. Most all the houses 
between here and town Hall were illuminated. we had six lights to all the windows in the front & east end of the house. Every one says our house showed 
to good advantage ... we had fifty lamps from Boston. they intended to have over 1000 sent out but by some mistake there was but 600 come so many 
had to use candles entirely, we used more than three dozen. I think it was all foolishness, although it looked very pretty I am thankful there is but one 
week longer for Politics to rage as high ... " ($235) An 1865 letter by a Union soldier from Rochester comments on the aftermath of Lincoln's assassi
nation: " ... The news was so strange, so terrible, that, although it came from an unofficial source, shocked as we all were, we hesitated about believing 
it ... But, how were the assassins and their accomplices mistaken if they supposed that by such an act the government would be paralyzed or the cause of 
the traitors be in any way benefited? It is proven now, even if never before, that our people constitute the nation and that the assassination of no one nor 
one million men can shake the foundations of our heaven born God-protected land ... President Johnson certainly bids fair to realize the expectations of 
friends and supporters. As for his enemies and for those in arms against the lawful government, we may be sure that his course for the last four years 
gives evidence what he will do with them. When he says that 'treason is a crime and traitors shall suffer its penalty', I think he means it, and I, for one, in 
my poor way, will be a most hearty supporter of him and his administration." ($750) In their June sale, an eyewitness account of Lincoln's first inaugur
al was offered. Written just one day after the event, the writer relates " ... there is a grate excitement in here about Lincoln but we are for union & no com-
promise. Only one compromise that is this. they say that they ought to be hung & drop 4 feet, well I say let them drop 8 feet, that is our compromise ... " ___ _ 
($345) The massive September auction included another 1,600 lots! A 21 x 28" full-color lithograph printed in 1867 featured Lincoln and scenes of Negro 
life. Entitled "From American Bondage to the Halls of Congress," this rare graphic from the short-lived halcyon days of the Radical Republicans, esti
mated at $1, 700-2,200, sold for $1,725. An 11" square broadside for McClellan, issued a week before the election in Bradford, MA. urged those "who 
are in favor of George McClellan for the Presidency"to meet at the schoolhouse to nominate a candidate for the State legislature. Representing poli
tics at the grass roots level, this bit of ephemera attracted a final bid of $865. We have never before seen ANY McClellan-Pendleton jugate songster, 
but this sale had one! "The McClellan Campaign Melodist" on pink paper had some faults, but was in pretty decent shape, and talk about rare! The esti
mate of $100-140 probably scared away a lot of potential bidders (NOT!!) The successful bidder plucked down $1,100 and was no doubt singing a happy 
tune afterwards! Another blockbuster in the sale was Sullivan-DeWitt AL-1864-83, the largest Lincoln ferrotype issued in 1864. The last 
one to sell at auction realized over five grand. Estimated at $600-800, this specimen in "superb condition" did not go unnoticed, selling 
for $4,600. An "unpublished" stereo view by Cremer & Company showing the Lincoln funeral hearse in Philadelphia, on a green mount, 
attracted a "long procession" of bidders - sadly, none reached the reserve against an estimate of $800-1,000. And, if all that weren't 
enough, the Raynors have now added color to their resume with the November "Limited Edition" auction catalog showing every item in 
full color ... and it's great! It's a lot easier on the eyes, it gives you a better idea of what's being offered, and it takes less time to scan. We ----.i=--

heartily approve' A third-person narrative of the visit of Mrs. Caroline Johnson of Philadelphia, a freed slave and Presid6ilt of the Colored 
Women's Sanitary Commission, to visit President & Mrs. Lincoln, was offered. A meeting was arranged through Quaker ministers of 
Philadelphia, and Mrs. Johnson went to the White House, accompanied by her Baptist minister, where she made a presentation of a basket of 
wax fruit she had made. After some initial awkwardness, she summoned her courage and said to lincoln: "Mr. President, I believe God has 
hewn you out of the rock for this great and mighty purpose. So many have been led away by bribes with silver and gold but you have stood 
firm because God was with you and he will be with you if you are faithful unto the end"to which Lincoln replied: "You must give God the praise 
and not man." A most unusual accounting which achieved $1,725. A 12 x 19" broadside published in late 1860 by Evans & Cogswell of 
Charleston, prints "The Epitaph of the United States of America." Eulogizing the former heroes and statesmen of the Republic, it credits the 
blame for dissolution squarely upon the "Government of Black Men"who do not realize that the two races were "never designed by Providence 
to live together." When this rare broadside was issued, only a handful of states had seceded and Civil War did not seem Inevitable. It sold for 
$6,600 against an estimate of $8,000-12,000. Finally, a Document Signed by Abraham Lincoln, only one week after the Battle of Gettysburg, 
specifies an enrollment quota of 3,015 troops for the 3rd district of Pennsylvania, pursuant to the Act of March 3, 1863. This was the contro
versial draft instituted due to insufficient volunteers and reenlistments. ($14,375.) Whew! Talk about churning mater,ial! 
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L arry Gottheim's Be-Hold auctions offer quality photographica - -
both vintage and what can be considered modern art. He recent
ly offered this Gideon Welles 1/6 plate ambrotype on dark ruby 

glass, probably by Brady. This close-up portrait appears to be from the 
same sitting as the well-known seated studio portrait by Brady. As this 
was later than the daguerreian era, this supreme form of ambrotype, in 
which the collodion is placed on a dark "ruby" colored glass, would be 
appropriate for such a significant subject. This has the sharpness and 
clarity of an original "from life" portrait, and not a copy. In full case with 
repaired spine, against a minimum bid of $8,000, the lot failed to sell. 

Special Beel& 
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man-_,,,..-_...,. G ary Hendershott of Little Rock, AR put out a fixed-price catalog titled -;Fii:iiir" ,..,_,, •~L 

"Outlaws & Cowboys." It had three interesting political broadsides issued in 
Clay County, MO, located in the western part of the state, home to Frank & Jesse James, and a pro-Southern region. Supposedly, the 

hostile environment post-War and the dominance of carpetbaggers enduced the James boys into a life of crime. One broadside from 1866 
announces a "Grand: Picnic" in Mrs. Lincoln's field; " ... Let us all turn out and have a general rejoicing that peace is restored and we can meet 

Recently sell
ing on eBay 

for $785 was 
this Booth 
tintype, a 

"Union Card" 
souvenir 
issued by 
George F. 
Ayer of 

Portland, ME. 

as neighbors again." A postscript reads "The Johnson Clubs of the various Townships in Clay County are 
requested to meet at the office of William A. King ... " The annouced guest speakers were John Moreland and 
George C. Bingham (considered one of America's greatest painters and a Missouri native). A cool item! 
($1,250.) A broadside from February 1861, at the height of the secession crisis, calls for an election to send 
three delegates to the upcoming state convention at Jefferson City to" ... consider the existing relations between 
the government of the United States, the people and government of different states, and the people and gov
ernment of the State of Missouri and to adopt such measures for vindicating the sovereignty of the state of 
Missouri, and the protection of its institutions" (slavery!. The county delegates voted to secede and many res
idents joined the army of CSA General Sterling Price or, like the James boys, joined Ouantrill's Raiders. 
($2,500.) A third broadside from 1866 was issued in support of the Republicans, who found things a tough 
go. "Every man in Clay County who is willing to march under the banner of the great National Union Party that 
put down the Rebellion and Now rules this Nation is ,invited to take part in this meeting ... let such a response 
be made to this call as will prove that there is a Republican party in Clay; and that it is in earnest in the work 
of State and National Reconstruction now in progress." ($1,750.) These broadsides were part of a ilarge group 
of retained printer's samples unearthed several years back, all from Liberty, MO. These, along with some slav
ery-related examples, constituted the cream of the crop. 

(UY OOUN'IT. 
-----u..--

L incoln Galleries of Orange, NJ (former 
residence of George B. McClellan) sold a 
beautiful oil on board of U. S. Grant ,in 
their June estate auction. The large art-

H eritage Numismatic Auctions of Long Beach, 
CA touts itself as "America's #1 Numismatic 
Auctioneer." Their Memorial Day 

work was housed in a splendid gilt frame and, 
despite some minor resotration, appeared to be 
in mint condition. The detail was exacting, even 
down to the raised insignia on each brass but
ton. The work was signed "J. Hagny" and dated 

1868, the year Grant ran for president. It 
therefore was likely a commission for 

some wealthy Republican patron or 
organization. Research indicates 
John Hagny lived from 1833 to 
1876 and was active in New Jersey, 

specializing in portraits and land-
scapes. The Newark Museum owns 

one of his works and a record for the 
artist was established four years ago when one 
of his landscapes sold in Boston for $27,000. 
The radiant work sold for $3,750. A matching 
portrait of Washington was also offered, but as 
a separate lot. We believe both went to the 
same patron. (The previous month, this same 
gallery sold a from-life portrait of Washington 
painted in 1795 for an astounding $425,000.) 

Weekend sale of Hard Times 
& Civil War tokens was comprised of 
the holdings of two old-time collec
tors, both begun in the 1920s. Not 
every lot was pictured, but those that 
were were in full color and greatly 
enlarged. A "rare 1864 Liberty For All 
Token" in brass showing President 
Abm Lincoln realized $800. A similar 
token, but with obverse depiction of 
Columbia represented as an Amazon 
warrior (reminiscent of "Wonder 
Woman" actress lynda Carter when 
her costume came undone at a public 
appearance a few years back which, 
unfortunately, we missed), in the off-
metal copper-nickel, sold for $485. A 
"very rare Lincoln/Flying Eagle Token, 
Gem Condition Ex:Zabriskie" in white 
metal soared to $2,415. Finally, an 
1864 brass Lincoln patriotic token with 
integral loop (looks like a campaign 
token to us) crossed the block for $300. 

--------------------==~ 25 



------------------ THE RAIL SPLITTER-----------------

In The Marketplace, cont. 

W 
es Cowan now offers in his auctions a larger, more general line of Americana 
(paintings, furniture, decorative arts) as well as historical memorabilia. It appears 
he has made some favorable contacts within historical societies, as the list of his 
consignors includes many such institutions. His May sale had a very rare parian-

ware statuette of a standing McClellan which, unfortunately, had numerous defects. It was attributed to the British-born sculptor 
Robert Ball Hughes and sold for $375. A rare membership badge in the "National Ex-Slave Relief Bounty 
and Pension Association" was offered. This group, organized in Nashville, TN in 1897, vainly attempted to 
persuade Congress to pass the Mason Bill, providing assistance or reparations to former slaves. A fine exam
ple of how material culture tells us forgotten chapters in American history! (Yes ... for some, a topical issue once 
again.) Estimated at $2,000-3,000, it was repatriated for $1,300. A six1h-plate ambrotype of a slave, clothed in the uniform of the 
Confederate Army (possibly a man-servant of an officer, or an actual combatant), described as one of only six known images of this 
type, realized $13,000. Finally, a Civil War letter written just before the presidential election of 1864, not only discusses the impor
tant issues, but has an artistic rendering of an eagle with a "Lincoln and Johnson" riband at its masthead. The patriotic writer effus
es " ... in order to preserve this Union unsullied and untarnished, Slavery must become extinct, and no better opportunity will ever 
offer itself to the American people than to ... make one bold push for Abraham Lincoln ... Conjectures as to Grant's next move on this 
great game of chess seems to be the order of the day. "$300. (Prices do not include buyer's premiums.) 

T he Historical Shop of Metairie, LA sells Civil War memorabilia via fixed-price catalogs and setting up at some 20 Civil War shows each year. In their 
current catalog: a soldier's letter from 1865 describing some of the events leading to the Hampton Roads Peace Conference. From Petersburg, VA, 
January 31, 1865: "This evening Vice President Stephens came over to the union side with three other men with him. He took a car at Meades Station 
which had been waiting for him since noon and has gone to the Point on his way to Washington ... what his errand is no one knows ... it is said that 

Blair went to Richmond to kiss Mrs. Davis to make things even ... Stephens has gone to Washington to return the favor to Mrs. Lincoln ... Mr Stephens, while 
big in name is small in stature ... " ($120.) Another soldier's letter talks about the Emancipation Proclamation. From Ruffins Camp, Belle Plain, VA, March 11, 
1863: "I do not like negroes any better than you, but favor anything to weaken the enemy and am willing to fight for any means to restore and preserve the 
Union and Constitution as if for not the sake of freeing negroes ... I am a Democrat but none of your piece or copperhead Democrats but I believe in fight
ing this to the bitter end ... I for one want to see that Dear Old Flag wave in triumph over every city and town throughout the old Union ... " ($145.) 

Scott Winslow of Bedford, NH sells autographs, manu- ,w"".,k "'·r' .~ .,. 
scripts, ephemera and stocks & bonds via mail auc- ~ ·- -'• j, __ 

lion. Their June sale included a letter from Cyrus Field ~ .. \_': ::•: ~~:;,:=/'-! 
(the original "cable guy") written in 1881 concerning ;=:....:~ --~=-=.L • ~--

pensions for two Presidential widows, in part: " ... / hope con- ✓:~--~.~-.,_ ·:.: ::-~,,,_~~:.. 

gress will do its plain duty in the matter of the pension to 
Mrs. Garfield & the increase of Mrs. Lincoln's pension. Will 
you be so good as to consult Mr. Dawes as to the best 
course to adopt & advise me ... " $195. A telegram announc- ,:.,,.__,: ::,-:i;_, 
ing the death of President Lincoln, sent a mere one 
hour after the event, by telegraph pioneer George F. ,

111 
~ -

MIiiiken to his wife, was estimated at $750 and man- • ~~~ 
aged $510. Milliken was an executive at the American , . - -
Telegraph Company who supported Thomas Edison's 
work in the telegraph and stock ticker. Another offer
ing, an 1864 document from Massachusetts related 
to the draft. It read: "This is to certify that Theodore 
Dean of Raynham in said Commonwealth a citizen not 
liable to be dratted into the Military Service of the 
United States, has paid the sum of One Hundred and 
Twenty Five Dollars into the State Treasury. .. to assist 
in recruiting the National Armies, and has 
had assigned to him as his Representative 
Recruit, Private Simon Jenkins Fifty- , 
eighth Co/'d. Infantry. .. "What was this - a 
"big brother" program, or adopt a Black 
soldier week? We've never seen one of • 

.• ~ ... (.- ·..:~,. .... -, .... . /,.._ •. ,,!. 

-~~-~'::··~:, ;~i,~~~~-✓----~~ 
: .... ":. ;, ·~---·-

these before! (The lot failed to sell against ~~-':''?.--~ 

an esitmate of $500.) 
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eBay: a composition (made of 
hardened material) clothing 

button. $865; a rare cdv of the 
Commission that tried the 

Conspirators, $1,500. 

S wann's April autograph sale in NYC had 
three 1868 letters from artist Eastman 
Johnson to lithographer Louis Prang 
concerning Johnson's painting "The 

Boyhood of Lincoln." It seems an artist might 
create a painting, but the real money was in 
the sa'le of prints. Some highlights: "I am 
working hard at the Lincoln ... I am changing 
it considerably in tone, I trust tor the better & 
at present the face is much more Lincolny. .. I 

.,, __ ,,c 

·hr·-·.,,,_ 

,; ~ /i~ - ,y,,.., 

4-✓..,,./o....., 

wish you would return me the picture at once .....__ _____ ~ 

& I will make the necessary changes... The apprehension of getting 
one of those crude & disagreeable effects of color which usually stand 
for firelight & which I abhor has no doubt resulted in too tame a sug
gestion of it ... " Prang sold the painting in 1870 for $780 and a year 
later offered the chromolithograph for $12 a copy, with the inscription: 
"It teaches that in America there is no social eminence impossible to 
the lowest youth." ($1,000) Also ori the block: an autograph album 
compiled between the years 1845 and 1850 contained the signatures 
of six hundred members of Congress who served during that period, 
arranged by state. James Buchanan, John Quincy Adams, Jeff Davis, 
Andy Johnson, Sam Houston and Lincoln were the "presidential" sign
ers. The presence of Lincoln helped to boost the sale price to $12,000. 
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R M. Smythe of NYC held a currency auction last June in Memphis. A $20 bill depicting Confederate V.P. 
Alexander Stephens, was described as "perhaps the finest known" and attracted a final bid of $2,875. A $2 bill 
with Secretary of State Judah P. Benjamin (the only Jewish political figure to appear on any American curren

cy) was another gem, described as "Uncirculated T-43" (I'm supposed to know what this means?) It was estimated at 
$6,000-10,000 and made $14,950. A Rutland [VT] County Bank $20 "proof on India paper" depicting Winfield Scott 
and George McClellan was issued in 1862. The cataloger notes "the green color contrast with the sharp black printing 
makes its eye appeal a wonder." A matching note was issued that shows Lincoln, two horses, and two cutsey children. 
That one was an American Bank Note "color protector proof with exquisite color contrast and bold printing." If you say 
so ... ! The pair sold for $1,265 a piece. A $10 bill from the First National Bank of Idaho was issued in the late 1860s and 
features a bust of U.S. Grant and a vignette with the motto "Ho! For 'Idaho!" It had a lot of a-peel and made $2,645. 
Finally, a $500 gold certificate from 1882 depicting Lincoln, with a "trace of touch-up work" on the back, was estimat
ed at $12,000-16,000 and "was all played out", failing to attract any takers. R.M. Smythe also hosts an annual "paper 
money sale" in Strasburg, PA. This year's edition took place immediately following tile Labor Day weekend. A "first 
time" for both Smythe and us was the appearance of a $1.25 Creek Nation note, issued in Oklahoma in 1862. It was 
printed by Whitmore & Brother in Memphis and promises to pay the bearer "One dollar & twenty-five cents In 
Confederate notes when the sum of Ten Dollars is presented." What was that all about? You give them $10 and get back 
$1.25? Sounds like somebody is getting scalped!! Estimated at $3,000-5,000, this unique relic of one of the "Southern" 
tribes realized $7,500. A piece of fractional currency, issued by a private issuer (E.O. Melancon) in Union-occupied 
Napoleonville, LA in 1862, promised to pay the !bearer fifty cents. Guess those Cajuns were a little bit cagey and would
n't accept Confederate scrip. It made $350. Up North, the Federal government issued their own 50-cent fractional notes 
depicting President Lincoln. (These have been offered in past Rail Splitter auctions.) A choice uncir-
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__ JCG_._~__...~ 
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culated example of such an item, with engraved portrait by Charles Burt, 
was an affordable purchase also selling for $350. And, finally, Smythe 
hosted an autograph auction in November with several interesting pieces. 
A gorgeous carte of Robert Anderson, the "Hero of Fort Sumter" who 
commanded the defenses of Charleston harbor in 1860, sold for a stun
ning $2,100 - twice the estimate. A short Lincoln endorsement, 
"Respecifully refered to the Secretary of War ... ," partially written-over lln~rtft,,,1,,,,., 

~t-"'-'~~i!:...~, 
n-.......... = ...........__J ___ ...,. with docket notes, still realized $4,000. And, a neat family-association 
' • -=-,.<- .r;c__.;__ ..... "'-4 ·"--
---- ...,. ~· =-"--•. ·- item was signed by David Davis as "Guardian of Thomas 
~~ Lincoln" (a.k.a., "Tad"). Davis, the Lincoln family attorney 

./L.J-.,:.-...,.. , who had been appointed by the President to the Supreme 
'7£.,....._..._,~. 

1,.r_ :e.-~ .... h- .,_, Court, was handling the 1867 disposition of the balance of 
,1::.:;~ ~.:: .u:;:'_ the President's estate with the sale of stock left to his young 

son. $1,100. (Prices do not include buyer's premium.) 

Ron Bourgeault's Northeast Auctions of 
Portsmouth, NH is famous for quality furniture, 
fine, decorative, and folk art. They occasionally 

handle items of a historical nature. A painted child's sled 
was both unusual and intriguing. Appearing to be of Civil 
War vintage, the runners had painted inscriptions "Col. 
Ellsworth." The leather, padded cushion was painted 
with an American flag inscribed "Lincoln Johnson" with 
additional' inscriptions "Zouave B.O.D. 1887." We 
assume the initials represent both the artist and the orig
inal owner. We thought of one likely scenario - that the Civil War inscriptions were done in 1861, the political in 1864, 
and the initials and date added twenty-four years later. We asked the opinion of the cataloger who said that when a 
piece is dated, it normally was produced in the year of dating. Accordingly, ,the auction house did not attribute it 
to 1864, but labeled it "commemorative." Coincidentally, another New Hampshire auction house is currently offer
ing a "Gen. Sheridan" sled with the added inscription "F.W.P. 1886."lt, too, appears like a Civil War-era sled. The 
mystery of when exactly these sleds were made is one we'd love to solve .. In any event, the "Lincoln-Johnson 
Zouave" sled sold for $1,800 plus 15% buyer's premium. Northeast also sold a truly magnificent piece of porce
lain back in their August sale. An 8 1/4" presentation pitcher decorated by New Orleans porcelain painter and 
gilder Rudolph T Lux crossed the block. Similar to a piece sold by Bourgeault eight years ago with portraits of 
Grant and Farragut, this artwork depicted a semi-nude representation of Columbia or Lady Liberty on one side 
and Union General George F. Shipley on the other. The inscription reads "Presented to His Excellency, Brigadier 
General Geo. F. Shipley, Military Governor, Louisiana, Sept. 1863." The artist signed his name on both sides as 
wen as beneath the base. Estimated at $20,000-30,000, it made $28,400. Lots of bucks for Lux' 
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S mythe's spring autograph auction included a mounted albumen photograph of the Military Prison, Camp Morton, in Indiana. It shows the garrison of 
this Union POW camp posed within the gates of the complex, named after Indiana Governor Oliver P. Morton. The camp looks rather inviting, in a 
wooded setting, with distinctly Victorian architecture complete with gingerbread trim on the entrance gate and reception building. Initially, conditions 
were good, until overcrowding and lack of proper clothing led to high casualty rates and a prison break in July of 1862. ($1,200) An ALS of Lincoln 

sculptress Vinnie Ream (see cover story, Fall 2000 issue of The Rail Splitte!) written in 1875, seeks guidance from one of the members of an "Army of the 
Cumberland" commission in Pittsburgh, regarding a proposed statue of General George H. Thomas: " ... I am again a candidate for the honor of making the 
statue of Genl. Thomas, and expect to take a model there ... I have been greatly encouraged in this work by the constant interest of Genl. Sherman in its 
progress. He thinks I have made a ve,y successful work, and encourages me to take it to Pittsburgh for he says no one can make a better one, and thus 
encouraged, I shall t,y again." Despite Sherman's encouragement, Ream loss the commission to John Quincy Adams Ward, whose equestrian statue of 
Thomas now stands at Massachusetts Avenue and 14th Street NW in the nation's capital. ($425) In the Spring 2001 issue of The Rail Splitter, we wrote of 
William Spooner Huntington, the cashier of the First National Bank of Washington, D.C., who was recommended for his position by President Lincoln and 
Salmon Chase. An ALS of General U.S. Grant, written in 1867 to Huntington, was offered. In it, the future president asks Huntington to arrange a loan for 
a cousin who lost his cash assets during the war. ''This will introduce you to Mr. Chas. Tompkins, of Va., a cousin of mine who like most of the people in the 
South have lost all they had, except lands by the War. Mr. T. is now desirous of borrowing some money to enable him to car,y on his farm for the next year 
giving real estate or personal security. .. I refer him to you because I do not know any other parties who might be able to accommodate him." If Huntington 
was smart, he would have tried to repay the favor- even in 1867, Grant was seen as the likely nominee and next President. ($800) A one page legal man-

uscript Document Signed by Lincoln ("Lincoln for d") involves one of Lincoln's most important clients, The 
Chicago, St. Louis & Alton Rail Road Company. He represented them in three cases on the U. S. Circuit Court 
for the Spring Term of 1856. In this, the first case. the defen-.----------------, 
dant asserts " ... that there is no such record of any such judg- ~- ;::._ ;-~;~ -r ..;.. ___ ;,• !:: ';.,~ ·:: ;.;,., .. 
ment as the said pltff hath above hereof alleged." The plaintiff 
was claiming an indebtedness of a mere $252,143. The plain
tiff's attorneys were Lincoln colleagues ... Stuart and Edwards. 

v.: / R _ 
1 

_ _ , . Estimated at $5,000, it went 
';;r v.--r-°3/';Uy unsold. Case dismissed! 

t7 ,,.,.,.,.,u1,, /1:,'£a.,,,,,z/ 

P erhaps the strangest item we've seen in quite awhile was 
recently offered on eBay, listed as: 'Abraham Lincoln 
restored life mask 1860 eyes restored finally after 140 

years!" This creative entrepreneur apparently took a casting of the 
Volk life mask and added elements (including "chia pet" styled 
hair!) that make Lincoln look ... well. .. you decide! The "artist" 
(seller) notes that "this cast has always been considered by sculp
tors and artists the most reliable document of Lincolns face, and 
far more valuable than photographs, for it is the actual 
form .. .When Volk took the first positive cast from the mold he felt 
he had to leave his hand on the piece so he gouged Lincolns eyes 
out with his thumbs and said 'There now he can see.' So for the 
last 140 years the best cast of our great Lincoln has looked like a 
victim in a horror film. It has always been difficult for 
me to look past this and see the greatness of the 
man. I could just not get past the terror of this 
image. So I corrected it. I maintained all of the detail 
of the original cast and then sculpted Lincoln's eyes 
closed1 as they would have been in the original cast if 
it had not been altered. I also added hair as he wore 
it in 1860. The result is now, when you look at the 
piece, it is Abraham Lincoln just as he was at the age 
of 51... The mask is cast in Tuf-Cal. then finished in 
Bronze color, .rubbed with an antiquing overlay to bring 
out the detail and then sealed to protect it." With a "Buy 
it Now" price of $65, the two times we saw examples 
listed, there were no takers. (The next issue of The Rail 
Splitter will feature an article on the work of Douglas 
Volk authored by Steve Coon of Bartlett, Illinois: "What 
Was Volk Thinking?") 

T homaston Place Auction Galleries in Maine 
held an estate sale the end of September that 
included a Thomas Dow Jones plaster bust of 

Lincoln. The catalog description: "Sculpture. Original 
Plaster Life Portrait of Abraham Lincoln executed by 
Thomas Dow Jones (Ohio, 1811-1881 ), dated 1861. 
Jones was granted sittings by Lincoln at Springfield in 
the first year of his presidency. The original clay mod
ello served as the basis for two marble busts and a 
small handful of plaster casts. The bust is notable for 
its vivid likeness which captures both his rugged phys
ical features and humanity. It is one of the only life por
traits of Lincoln to depict him in good humor. This 

example signed 'T. Jones Sculpt 1861' in the plaster. One of the few other 
examples was purchased in recent decades by the National Portrait 
Gallery in Washington, O.C. Life portrait busts of Lincoln are virtually 
unobtainable in the marketplace. Lightly over painted at an early date or 
perhaps original. A fine example. Height 33". Est. $15,000-20,000" We 
cannot vouch for the accuracy or objectivity of this description. Our jour
nal did report on a bronze Jones bust being marketed recently for 
$35,000. We don't know how many plaster casts were made, or when, but 
sincerely suspect that there were more than just a "small handful." Given 
the popularity of Lincoln and such artistic renditions, it wouldn't surprise 
us if such busts were produced in some quantity from the mid-60s 
through the 1870s, if not beyond. There is also the question of size. This 
one "stood" a very tall 33" which is large, indeed, which may have limit
ed its pool of potential buyers. How many different sizes were produced? 
How can you tell an early state, or original, from a later one? In any event, 
the "Dow Jones" index was down this time, as the bust failed to sell. 
Perhaps investors chose to sit this orie out. 
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J ames D. Julia's Auctions of Fairfield, ME offered a super Lincoln auto
graph piece in their end-of-summer Americana sale. It was a lovely 
"hand-drawn pen & ink and watercolored document" that had 
"Autographs of the President, Vice President and Cabinet" dated April 

1865 Washington, D.C. Lincoln's signature appears on the top of the list, 
followed by Andrew Johnson, then tile Cabinet members. Measuring 9 1/2 
x 7 3/4" (sight) and housed in a period frame, the historical souvenir was 
brightly colored and quite well-executed. The object held special poignancy, 

N ortheast Auctions in Portsmouth, NH, 
helped remind us that U.S. Grant was 
almost as popular a subject for 19th-centu

ry artists as Lincoln! Their November sale included 
this 10" bas-relief marble. ($500.) Also, a huge oil on 
canvas, 54 x 40" (where do you hang such a 
piece?),"President Ulysses S. Grant," came on the 

as it was accomplished during the last two weeks of Lincoln's life. The cat-~~~~~~~ 
block. Painted by Robert G. 
Hardie, signed and dated 
1880, the study reportedly 
hung in the old Pennsylvania 
Station in New York City. 
(Most New Yorkers old 
enough to remember the old 
Penn Station bemoan 

aloger speculated it may have been intended for sale at one of the Sanitary 
Fairs scheduled for the Spring or Summer of 1865. Whether it actually 
reached this venue is unknown, considering the turn of events. Provenance 
included the landmark Oliver R. Barrett sale of 1952 and the Estate of Dr. & 
Mrs. Stanwood Schmidt held at Sotheby's in May 1990. Estimated at 
$30,000-40,000, this "page from the past" turned over for $27,000 this time 
around. In the same auction, an unsigned oil on canvas laid on board, 13 x 
17', estimated at $4,500-6,500, failed to find a new home. 

IA 
few neat items to report on: a 

0
~ 

scarce token that seldom f 
trades hands, in AU condition, \ 
selling for $2,060 on eBay; a 

19th-century, 11/2" brass container with 
embossed detailing for "Abraham Lincoln" 
brand cachou and cardamon pills "for correcting breathe" 
- assumed to be a period item, selling through Tom 
Slater's Provenance Auction for $1,150; a Brady carte of 
McClellan and Staff, $190 on eBay; and an ABSOLUTELY 
gorgeous, blue ribbon proclaiming support for Lincoln 
and "Andy" Johnson, the first example seen, $3,500 on eBay. 

- -,.•n111•11• 

its demise and curse 
the monstrosity now 
attached to Madison 
Square Garden. But... 
under the auspices of 
the late Sen. Daniel P. 
Moynihan, a new sta
tion will be built where 
the gorgeous Main 
Post Office sits one 
block further West. 
We can only hope this 
lovely portrait might 
one day hang there.) It sold for $9,000 plus buyer's. 

HISTORICAL AUTOGRAPHS, DOCUMENTS, 
AMERICANA, EPHEMERA, CURRENCY, STOCK 

CERTIFICATES AND BONDS 

Please call us today to receive your free copy of our 
next comprehensively illustrated mail and phone auction 

catalog featuring over 1,000 lots 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 

C hapel Hill Rare Books (Doug and M;~reen O'Dell, proprietors) sell Civil War 
books, imprints and ephemera at fixed-price. Their two most recent catalogs 
had some interesting material (from our perspective!). The Memoir of John 
Yates Beall: His Life, Trial, Correspondence, Diary and Private Manuscript 

Found Among his Papers, Including his Own Account of the Raid on Lake Erie was pub
lished in Montreal in 1865, shortly after the execution of this Confederate "spy." Beall 
was friends with John Wilkes Booth - the harsh treatment meted out to him might have motivated Booth to upgrade his Lincoln kidnapping plot to one of 
assassination. ($2,850.) A small, 3 x 4" printing of the Constitution of the Confederate States of America, in original printed wraps, r.::::===-=--==i 
was published in New Orleans in 1861 and reportedly is only one of three known. ($4,500.) The same price gets you an 1863 first 
edition of The Life of Stonewall Jackson. From Official Papers, Contemporary Narratives and Personal Acquaintance. By a Virginian. 
This was published in Richmond shortly after Jackson's death by friendly fire. The author, Major John Esten Cooke, served on the 
staff of General J. E. B. Stuart, and therefore had first-hand knowledge of his subject. Work on the book began four months prior to 
Jackson's death. One sees Union recruiting broadsides on a regular basis, but such is not the case for Confederate broadsides. A 7 
x 12" example, issued in North Carolina in February of 1862, not only appeals to patriotism, but offers "Arms, Equipments, and 
Uniforms, furnished free of charge" as well as two bounties. Volunteers who responded to this appeal· would join Company K, 6th 
North Carolina State Troops (a.k.a. "The Bloody Sixth") and serve under Stonewall Jackson. ($8,000.) The Merryman Habeas Corpus 
Case, Baltimore. The Proceedings in Full and Opinion of Chief Justice Taney. The United States Government a Military Despotism 
was published in Jackson, MS in 1861. It relates the controversial arrest of Maryland secessionist John Merryman and President 
Lincoln's defiance of a decision by Justice Taney to release him. Taney felt that only Congress could suspend the writ of 

n'.111111 Tl AIIIS! -CIDITIYCALLSI 

habeas corpus. Lincoln felt otherwise and there it stood. Naturally, Lincoln was viewed in the South as a tyrant and ..------------~ 
despot. ($2, 750.) A receipt for $1800 issued in 1861 " ... being the amount admitted and advanced by the General, 
Assembly ... upon the claim of Robert G. Davidson for compensation for his slave named Harry, lost by reason of the 
employment of said slave by the authorities of the Confederate Government upon the military fortifications in this State" 
is $650. It is not known whether Harry died or skedaddled. An inscribed "Oath of Allegiance" certificate issued at Fort 
Marion, New Mexico Territory in 1864 is $1,500. This rarity was printed on lined necessity paper using a field press. A 
small broadside for the "Funeral Obsequies" of Robert E. Lee is one of only three known and priced at $6,500. Finally, 
an anti-Ben Butler booklet published in Baltimore, The American Cyclops: The Hero of New Orleans and Spolier of Silver 
Spoons, has illustrations by the famous Confederate caricaturist, Adalbert Volek. When Union forces under Ben Butler 
occupied Baltimore in 1861, Volek was briefly imprisoned and used this occasion for partial payback. ($225.) ----------...J , s ignature House of Br,idgeport, WV offered over 1,000 lots of autographs and related material in August. A! \ 

A letter written by a lady from New Hampshire in 1864 comments on town quotas for the draft ("Men are '\ 7 
paying all the way from ... $300 to 1800 dollars bounty for substitutes") and the pending election: "I am ~======================:::::: 
glad that 'Little Mac' is nominated for President. What do you think about it? If I was a man I would vote 

for him sure. When the news came of 'Little Mac's' nomination, the bells were rung, 100 guns fired and an immense 
crowd collected around the great courthouse here. They had speaking and music, and in the evening there was 
another great meeting and bonfires, fireworks, torch light processions and lots of fun. Hurrah for 'Little Mac.'" With 
apologies to illustrator Christy, can't you just imagine a campaign poster showing this lady inscribed "Gee, I wish I 
were a man! Then I would vote for Little Mac!" Guess the letter will have to suffice for now! ($200.) And, a gold pre
sentation cane and brass field telescope presented to the "Rock of Chickamauga" George H. Thomas from his Staff 
in 1864 were offered in separate lots. The cane was inscribed with the names of his two most famous battles, L..._ ____ ....:::::,i;a.-

Chickamauga and Nashville. Estimated at $600-800 and $400-600, these personal mementoes sold for $1,650 and $3,250 respectively. 

D aniel F. Kelleher of Boston, a philatelic firm, had two assassination-related letters in their January sale. A 
letter written from Saratoga Hospital on April 15, 1865 recapitulates the details of the assassination as 
related in the newspapers, while describing the reaction of the locals. "I suppose you will hear of the sad 

tragedy ere this letter gets to you-such a sad & exciting seen the world never new before-you will see all the par-
ticulars in the papers ... what a change from yesterday-never was a city in such glee & rejoicing on yesterday-never 
in such mourning as today. Most every house & building in the city is draped in mourning ... see the old men, young 
men, ladies, colored people going up & down the streets crying ... " A follow-up letter from the same writer, July 
12, 1865, reports on the trial and executions. " ... well the assassins are hung at last-we did not expect they would 
be, at least so many of them, all thought Mrs. Suffatt would be pardoned, but 4 of them are gone. I told you I was 
at the trial & saw them all, rough looking fellows I assure you. I went down to the arsenal to see them hung but 
did not get there ti/112 o'clock & could not get a pass to go in there. I did not know till the night before that they 
were to be executed on the morrow. .. I pittied mrs. Surratt's daughter, never saw any one seem to feel so sad. This 
will make Jeff Davis & some of the other traitors tremble in their boots.~ The two went for $1,300 and $525. 
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M ourning ribbons have 
steadily climed in value over 
the past few years - occa

~--- sionally command
ing more than 

~ Lllrq,,4 $1,000. It seems 
~ ....... r..,. ... 

the rule is simple: 
INTERIDR DEP'T, the more unusual, 

- --. the better! This 
...... ..,_,,. ~~ ol OU 

0 official" speci-
men, from the 
Interior Dept., sold 
on eBay for $305. 
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D avid Lesser sells "Significant and Unusual Imprints Relating to America" via fixed-price catalogs. Trying to keep up with all his offerings is 
tough ... but here goes! From his last three catalogs we find: an 1871 broadside detailing the argument of former Confederate General Simon 
Bolivar Buckner against the New York Life Insurance Company, claiming that "during and subsequent to the late war, discriminated in its legis-
lation against Southern policyholders"-arbitrarily and unfairly canceling policies held by Southerners, whether or not they had fought for the 

Confederacy. ($375) Guess this explains why so many ex-CSA officials and soldiers were affiliated with Southern-based insurance companies in the post
war period, although many such concerns failed. A Southern "State of the Union" address is contained in the 1863 imprint Message of the President. To 
the Senate and House of Representatives of the Confederate States. In the tradition, Jeff Davis paints a rosy picture, but criticizes Europe's response to 
the Union blockade ("less than justice has been rendered to this people by neutral Europe, and undue advantage conferred on the aggressors in a wicked 
war") and Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation, characterizing it as an "authentic statement by the government of the United States of its inability to sub
jugate the South by force of arms." ($275) An 1864 election pamphlet, To the Soldiers of the Union, implores soldiers to sustain the administration and 
accuses McClellan of betraying the cause. ($175) An 1860 pamphlet by the Rev. James Preston Fugitt (pronounced just the way it's spelled, we assume!) 
urges the South to renounce its threats of secession. Fugitt was a Maryland minister who freed his slaves: "My pulse beats quickly and warmly for the 
Sunny South. On the other hand, once possessing slaves, and those slaves, by my own cheerful and voluntary act, now free, I have a claim to the respect 
and confidence of the North." The Union of Patriots For the Sake of the Union. An Oration on the Union ... (Catonsville, Baltimore County, June 30, 1860) 
containing the Reverend's remarks is $150. Appeal of the National Association for the Relief of Colored Women and Children was published in Washington 
in 1863 and is priced at $2,500. This "unique" offering with manuscript notes is a publication of a social agency operated by wives of Union politicians to 
aid "that unfortunate class of our fellow-beings called Contrabands or Refugees. In the Freedmen's camp in this city, also in Alexandria, are numbers, con
stantly increasing, of orphaned and destitute children, and of infirm and aged persons. Slavery, by its life and in its end, has made both the nation's charge." 
The Great Northern Conspiracy of the O.S.L. Resistance to Tyrants Is Obedience to God is a Philadelphia imprint from 1864 priced at $250. It is described 
as a "lurid documentation of the origins and activities of the Order of the Sons of Liberty, a traitorous underground society seeking to sabotage and sub
vert the Union from within, working hand in glove with the Democratic Party." The author claims that, with Northern success at Atlanta, the O.S.L.'s only 
hope is in a violent uprising-resulting in Lincoln's assassination - that they are currently planning. Hey, what's a civil war without a conspiracy or two? 
An 1863 pamphlet, Letter to the President of the United States by a Refugee, was written by Frederick A. P. Barnard, a Northern academician who had lived 
in the South and worked at the University of Alabama and Old Miss. The coming of the War put a temporary end to college life, so a disheartened Barnard 
returned to the North. This pro-Lincoln, anti-slavery letter brought him to the attention of Columbia University, which made him its President! ($150) An 
1860 pamphlet, Speech of Charles Gibbons Delivered at National Hall, Philadelphia ... On the Presidential Question And in Vindication of the Peoples' Party, 
supports Lincoln and defends his position on the extension of slavery as consistent with the legacy of Clay and Webster. This is but one of several cam
paign items known referring to the Republicans as the "Peoples' Party." This professed affinity with farmers and laborers (in contrast to the manufactur
ers and slave aristocracy) had a certain populist flavor, and dove-tailed nicely with Lincoln mythology. ($150) Along the same lines, an 1860 speech by 
Massachusetts Senator Henry Wilson, How Ought Workingmen to Vote in the Coming Election? Speech of Henry Wilson at East Boston ... helped to define 
the targeted constituencies. The territories should be "preserved for the free laboring men of America." The Democratic Party is the "mortal enemy of the 
free white laboring men of the United States" whom Southern theorist George Fitzhugh had maligned as "free society ... a conglomeration of greasy 
mechanics, filthy operatives, [and] small fisted farmers." Lincoln and Hamlin take as their "living faith the creed of the equality of mankind" recognizing 
"the poor, the humble, the sons of toil." ($275) An 1865 pamphlet, Philip Epstein and Others. Letter from the Secretary of War, In Answer to a Resolution 
of the House ... Transmitting All the Papers and Testimony Relating to the Claim ... , deals with a claim by five Southern residents seeking compensation from 
the government for wrongful imprisonment and ill-treatment. Seems they had stowed away on a schooner that sailed in January 1864, but was captured 
by Union forces. The men were then imprisoned. They claimed they had made an arrangement with the captain to stow away and escape to the North. Ben 
Butler suspected the prisoners were engaged in smuggling tobacco and jewelry. He asserted that the "five Jews" made an inherently unbelievable claim, 
that they would never have left the Confederacy without their wives, families, or "even the bulk of their property." ($175) A better defense might have been 
"We couldn't get a good corned beef sandwich down South!" An 1863 pamphlet, Peace & Union-War & Disunion. Speech of Hon. John McKean Before 
the Democratic Union Association ... criticizes the War, Lincoln's suspension of the writ of habeas corpus and his arbitrary arrest of dissenters. The back 
cover has an ad for the New-York Weekly Caucasian. The White Man's Paper. Its guiding lights are "the principles of White Men's Liberties, opposition to 
Negro Equality, and in favor of an appeal to peaceful agencies to restore the Union and the Constitution ... and stands firmly for WHITE SUPREMACY." 
($175) Somewhat the opposite view is represented in an 1861 pamphlet with speeches by Wendell Phillips, Disunion: Two Discourses ... Published in 
Boston (vat den?), it welcomes the dissolution of the Union. "The 'Agreement with Hell' is broken to pieces. The chain which has held the slave system 
since 1787 is parted." When the other Southern states follow the example of South Carolina, "then the whole merciless conspiracy of 1787 is ended, and 
timid men will dare to hate slavery without trembling for bread or life." ($150) An Argument Against the Abolition of the Constitution is a 12-page pam
phlet printed at the "Tribune" Office in Sangamon, IL in 1864. It is highly critical of Lincoln, though the author concedes the likelihood of his re-election. 
He argues that the Republicans and Lincoln deliberately induced the South to secede so that they could begin a war to end slavery ... to live in a Nation 
with "a perfect Union of races, with a nationalized government, under a proclamationized Constitution, over a miscegenized people completely fused in 
one single homogeneous and united race of Americans, none of whom shall be Copperheads, and all of whom shall be Copperskins." ($450) An 1860 
pamphlet published in New York deals with rival delegations (advocated by Fernando Wood and Stephen Douglas) who sought placement at the 
Democratic National Convention in Charleston. In Documents Relating to the New York Contest ... , NYC Mayor Wood appealed to the Southern wing of the 
Party: "Let the south alone. Stand off from her borders. Withhold your encroachments upon her constitutional rights." NY sent two delegations to the 
Convention, but, as expected, the Wood delegation prevailed. The Convention broke up in anticipation of Douglas' nomination which was deemed unpalat
able to the South, only to reconvene in Baltimore where two rival tickets were nominated, thus insuring Lincoln's election. ($275) A 16-page imprint, 
Republican Campaign Documents, For the People to Read ... included: Republican State Ticket; Republican Resolutions; Hon. Julius Rockwell's Letter of 
Acceptance; and Whig Resolutions of 1854 and 1855, was issued just one year after the founding of the Republican Party and prior to fielding their first 
national ticket. Whigs (like Abraham Lincoln) were attracted by the antislavery, pro-business stance of the Republicans. ($375) 
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In The Marketplace, cont. B utterfield/Bonhams: A Lincoln ANS, March 2, 1862, to Vice President 
Hannibal Hamlin, on Executive Mansion sta-

P acific Book Auctions of San Francisco had an interesting Civil War 
imprint related to Joseph Holt (1807-1894) in their December sale. 
As related in these pages, Holt was Judge Advocate General during 

the War and supervised the processing of courts-martial and enforcement 
of same. He was the lead prosecutor in the military tribunal that convicted 
Clement Vallandigham in 1863 of undermining the government and war 
effort through seditious speech. Holt took the politically incorrect view that 
African-American slaves should not be emancipated. He claimed they 
" ... were unprepared for freedom and whose presence could not fail to prove 
a source of painful apprehension if not of terror to the homes and families 
of all." Report of the Judge Advocate General on the "Order of American 
Knights," or "Sons of Liberty" A Western Conspiracy in Aid of the Southern 
Rebellion is a 16pp. booklet printed in Washington in 1864 (suppose these 
guys and the "Knights of the Golden Circle" were one and the same). With 
some faults, this unusual publication realized a reasonable $120. 

tionery, with additional ANS of Hamlin to lower , ..... ,_ 
margin. Lincoln writes "My dear Sir - Please 7- ",_: ·--, -~ 

send by, as early as ten a.m. to-morrow, the name of a .. ~ ~:::.. -;z< 
Maine man whom you would like to have appointed a :: .. ~ ....:,-:_---... ·~;_;_::;:. 
Brigadier General. / Yours Truly / A. Lincoln." Hamlin ~ • , __ ~.:. 
adds at the bottom: 'Hiram Berry of Rockland was ,i.__ 

appointed Brig. Genl upon the above request, and he -· ·•- ._,. .. _ 
proved to be one of the very best officers in the Service. ·-_-- .-...;:: -= 
He was killed in the battle at Chansellorville [sic]./ H. • ........ • ~:-~ ... 
Hamlin." Hiram served with great distinction during the 
War, particularly at the battle of Fredricksburg. He was later promoted to Major 
General, and was killed leading a bayonet attack at Chancellorsville. ($9,800) 

R obert Siegal Auction Gallery of NYC is now considered among a 
select few handling the highest-end of philatelic (postage stamps!) 
material' in the world. They occasionally have an item or two that 
catches our attention and with six auctions conducted over the last 

few months, we had trouble what to cover. That being said ... a postal-used 
patriotic cover with "Railspitter" design, postmarked from "Georgetown, R 

ex Stark's fixed-price catalog issued at the end of the sum
mer contained, as usual, a great many "goodies." A pro
Sam Houston for President handbill on blue paper, with 

quotes by the Texas hero and a reprint of his 
.---~-----. "availability" 

Fii;;;:;;;;.;;:::-;::,;::;;;5jj;;:.:• DC" realized a "capitol" $475. A Grant-Colfax cover 
sent from Vermont to Canada (hey, they could have 
saved the six cents and walked it across!) was a 
rather ho-hum design in our book, but interesting 
from a philatelic viewpoint. It passed through cus-

, announcement, is 
$6,750. A four-piece 
toilette set of frosted 
satin glass, with two 
stoppered bottles or 
jars decorated with 

L__---'"""~~---' portraits of Lincoln 

LINONIA. 
- M.'6il,M!. !llE£TilJIG.. 
111!11 ... ,. .... ,~ .. 
0.-.~ ~,;di~ Cl.a 

OUUTlOII FOR DliiC.OUIO■ : 

and Grant, is $3,500 
(see related Rail 
Splinter article). A 
CDV of Andrew 
Johnson's tailor 
shop in Nashville, 
t,itlled The First 
Sanctum of Our 

President, is $275. Offered at the same 
price is a paperback history of the trial of 
the conspirators wi1h a cover portrait of 
Mary Surratt, published by Barclay of 
Philadelphia in 1865. A 19 x 24" brnad-

..., side from 1866, enhanced by appropriate 
a.._ ___ _!!!=""--'_. graphics, accuses Pennsylvania 

Tho 0.EOc:. rwo; ot tXXJRSE wtll rn,_,.,1. 
AT C. a. TBIDSlll'S lltTEL, 

On TA~~~~ ~!v. M 

gubernatorial candidate Geary of sup
porting Nergo suffrage, $2,250. A 10 x 
12" broadside announces a pre-elec
tion debate of the "Linonia" debating 
club at Yale University over the worth
niness of Lincoln or McClellan ($850). 
Finally, a 12 x 17" McClellan & 
Pendleton broadside, issued in Ecorse, 
Michigan (a Detroit suburb) was 
offered for $2,500. Complete with req
uisite large eagle and bold type, its text 
described the attraction of both French 
and English speakers. 

~-::.-::.-;-;-;,-;,~~ toms for $220. A jugate campaign cover for the 
~~~~~•,. "Grant & Colfax Club of Montclair, NJ" was esti-

mated at $750-1,000. Montclair had only become 
an independent town two years prior (seceding 

/(:,, /4 .-;./ . , /,.. from Bloomfield) and was the home of the 
(',;._.,,. "Republican Wigwam" (unfortunately no longer in 

----.---'------··
0
_+ __ "' ... 1 existence, just like the Republican majority 

there!) It sold for $750. An unusual 7-star 
Confederate cover, printed in Nashville, was 
addressed to someone in Philadelphia and had 
two 3-cent US stamps. It was postmarked 
February 14, 1861 and may have contained 
Valentine greetings. This was before the out

:::;;;;;~;;,::~==7ii~~i:-;--_, break of the Civil War and the issuance of 
Confederate stamps. It made a "sweet" $2,300. A 
hand-drawn Confederate cover sent from Green 
Hill, AL to Elkton, TN showed a ten-star Confederate 
flag alongside some caustic verse: "This is the glo-·-.... ...:====::===----rious Southern flag its bright folds will never 

trail in the dust as long as there are southern 
men able to bear it. Arise Southerners and lets 
go defend this beautiful Flag from the foul, tread 
of tne villains of the north. Southern rights or 
Northern blood and lots of it too." Not exactly 
Shelly or Yeats, but we get the idea. $3,500. 

'=:"::r-:::=:-==----===~ Another Confederate cover caught our notice 
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primarily because of the estimate: $30,000. The 
design with 7-star flag doesn't seem out of the 
ordinary, yet the text tells a different story: "The 
only recorded l!lSe of the Spartansburg, SC 5-
cent postmaster's provisiolilal on a patriotic 

• cover. One of the great rarities of Confederate 
philately." There was nothing prov.isi0nal about the price: $21,000. 
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S !even Raab of Ardmore, PA had several intriguing manuscripts in two recent fixed-price lists. During the Peninsula Campaign, 
McClellan got closest to Richmond on May 14, 1862. Prior to the "big push", he sent telegrams to his wife and Secretary of 
War Stanton. He told Stanton he was continually advancing which, as it turned out, was simply wishful thinking. Raab has the 
signed telegram to Mrs. McClellan, sojourning at the Fifth Avenue Hotel in New York City. Little Mac enthused " ... My troops 

are in motion, all in splendid spirits. We may have a severe battle to fight, but I know that I will win it and we'll be together again. 
Gods knows that is what I most desire. Send me a picture of Mary and my album will be complete." Characteristically, the egotisti
cal McClellan used the pronoun "I" and not "we" when referring to the hoped for outcome. $4,995. A presidential pardon signed by 
Lincoln, July 5, 1862, was written in favor of Private Calvin Beckwith of "A" Company, 25th NY Infantry. Beckwith had been con
victed of desertion and sentenced to a prison term as well as a dishonorable discharge. For "good and sufficient reasons", Lincoln 
showed compassion and let Beckwith off-the-hook. The "psychology" of this tactic apparently succeeded, as Beckwith re
enlisted two weeks after receiving the pardon and served with distinction at Port Hudson and with Sheridan in the ~---'===========, 
Shenandoah Campaign. $22,900. A War-date letter of Ulysses S. Grant, October 5, 1863, deals with a Jewish spy, Louis - :;,-fJ;~J::~~j/~ 
Trager of Chicago, whose family had ties throughout the South, manufacturing hoop skirts. While most family members ,w..,., .... ,, ,f$,7/~R..1c,.-

were Southern sympathizers, Louis was not and went on a business trip to the South, gathering information on Rebel '--=-.,7 a ,,.rr,, .... _,,-
troop deployments and fortifications. His superior, General William A. Smith, was pleased with his report which was ~,,,, .. ,_,,_,,;,,/ 

brought to the attention of General-in-Chief Henry Halleck and U.S. Grant. In this letter, Grant orders Trager to Washington r. .... A _ 

to present his report in person to the War Department. In his typical direct fashion, Grant averred "Mr Trager's account is ~"3/7'~/, 
full and no doubt reliable." $15,000. An ALS of Rutherford B. Hayes, written during the crisis following the disputed elec- 11 / 
lion of 1876, responds to a suggestion of Lincoln biographer, J. Q. Howard, that the Supreme Court should decide the result. Hayes ,~ j~; ::.,-,Z 
avers, preferring to wait things out, quoting Lincoln in the process. "If any elector votes blank or for Tilden who is appointed for me, " .,,,_ t, 

, 1~--:-,1"- ~--= 
the same result follows. I therefore would say with Lincoln 'Let us not cross Fox River until we get to it."' (Fox River?) $15,900. An . ="' -~ ,. ,,,_ ~ ✓--

ADS by Judah P. Benjamin, London, September 2, 1865, is described as the "last document of the Confederate Government." In it, ;J;; :J.~¾ ~· t;::: 
Benjamin, recently escaped from America and likely imprisonment and prosecution, acknowledges the receipt of 2,500 British pounds ~,_ -,.-, • ·11:'"'• ,-,,..,.._. 

from CSA counsel James A. Mason, and signs as "Secretary of State, C.S.A." The money was used to pay off some creditors. Another ~ .... ::t ::.~'.:;:::_::;_ 
Confederate agent, Jacob Thompson, refused to turn over a substantial amount of hard cash entrusted to him. $6,995. A clipped sig- ~-~ :J·::~-::::.:_-;:,t 
nature of Dan Emmett, the Northern composer of the Southern anthem, Dixie ("one of the most instantly recognized songs ever writ- ~"-,. /'p• ·, 1,,ft. 1"',::;. 

ten in America"), is $1,495. An ALS by Admiral John Dahlgren (inventor of the Dahlgren gun whose son, Ulric, was killed in an unsuc--~~~.;:.:;;-~:_::, 
cessful raid on Richmond which had as one of its goals the abduction of Jefferson Davis), comments on the results of the 1864 elec- ;. :._ '::-,_-:,-~;;,,c~7: 
lion: ''The country has just resolved that it will not change fronts. I have therefore no fear for the Union. .. "$1,495. Another Presidential ~'7:;:~!S;~~~ ~';-
Pardon Signed by Lincoln on February 8, 1864, grants freedom to a man convicted of helping a deserter escape to Canada. .... '•-·-· "' 
Pleas for leniency from neighbors and the man's Congressman apparently were effective. $12,900. Another interesting I q-tU-t.d ,2_ · 74 ,-,,,,:..:,.7lf:-
item is a single-page manuscript rescued at the close of the Civil War from the abandoned papers of South Carolina ,, ~ ,, 
Governor Francis Pickens. The sheet of ruled legal paper contains the text of the December 25th 1860 resolution of the ~ • 
South Carolina Convention to draw up an ordinance of secession. The Convention convened on December 17th and, in fairly rapid [ 
succession, passed an Ordinance of Secession by a unanimous vote of 169-0. On December 24th, they issued a second document 
- a "Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which ... Justify the Secession of South Carolina ... " They immediately followed up with a 
call to their fellow slave-holding states to likewise secede and join them in a confederation. This clarion call was titled an address "To 
the Slaveholding States of the United States." The Clerk of the Convention, Benjamin F. Arthur, was then directed to convey to 
Governor Pickens the desire of the delegates that copies of all three documents should be transmitted " ... to the Governors of the 
Slaveholding states of the United States, for the information of their respective Legislatures or Conventions, where conventions of 
the People have been called, in any of the said slaveholding States." Dubbed by Raab "The Birth Certificate of the Confederacy", it is 
priced at $149,000. An ALS by Lincoln, June 2, 1858, relates to a request for some legal advice. The person making the request, Mr. 
Copes of New Orleans, represented some orphans who may have had a claim to land their father owned in Sangamon County. Copes 
had written Lincoln "/ feel that you are just the person to whom they can apply with the best of assurances of having their title 
fairly examined." Despite his involvement in the upcoming Senatorial campaign and winding down of his law practice, Lincoln -, _ _:__-===;;;:=;;:;;;:=-::;;::...., 

took the time to ferret out a person who could clarify the situation. He replied that the land had legally been sold and that the ; .. ,:,, .. ,.,,~-·~a~-J=:_·~;'.;,.,, 
decedent's portion, per his wishes, had been given to a charitable institution. " ... this was done by Mr Halsey's direction. If so, ' ~ -~ 
and I have no doubt of it, this is the end of the matter" He then added a postscript "I make no charge for what I have done." h:.o:..... -"' ;t/·;",;;1;:;,. ;;.··~-
Even though these orphans weren't going to collect diddley on their claim, it was a nice gesture, anyway. $39,900. Finally, an , ;;:: !."'..~':;:_ ;..'-;;~-~~:::.,-
1866 letter by Lincoln law-partner and biographer, William Herndon, expounds at length on the question of Lincoln's religious \ 'i1-:9'°' ~~-:; ':::."~.-,:..-; -::;,,.:::
views: " .. Mr Lincoln's religion is too well known to me to allow even a shadow of a doubt: he is or was a Theist & a Rationalist. ' :.:":-;;,.. ~ ~- ';. z/4.,,;: 
denying all extraordinary-supernatural inspiration or revelation. At one time in his life, to say the least, he was an elevated , -~:_,-" ~" ~;, '"::": '".:i :~;;.,,~
Pantheist, doubting the immortality of the soul as the Christian world understands that term. He believed that the soul lost its i 1~":::...I; ,t:_...,.. ..£ •:i.:•,-;::... ~-
identity and was immortal as a force. Subsequent to this he rose to the belief of a God, and this is all the change he ever under- ;.x·.~: ~ /------,..:;;-6-., /': 
went. I speak knowing what I say He was a noble man-a great man for all this ... In my poor lectures I stick to the truth and : .";;;c: :::··-.:,;_ "?.. ~ -:z.-=: 
bide my time. / love Mr Lincoln dearly, almost worship him, but that can't blind me. He's the purest politician I ever saw, and ·•~--."" :.•~.;.r, ':;;;::: t:;..:.-:;, 
the justest man. I am scribbling-that's the word-away on a life of Mr Lincoln-gathering known-authentic & true facts of ,._"" '1...... ..: .,,(.ff..,,,.~ 
him ... " Described as "one of the most historically important letters we have carried, and the only primary source on Lincoln's 
religion we have seen on the market," it is priced at $19,900. 
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More In the Market! 

C hristie's Books and Manuscripts auction in June had, as usual, a fine selection of Americana. While no Malcolm Forbes 
material to highlight the sale, a number of lots were consigned from the Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village. 
Beginning with the "usual suspects": a George Clark ambrotype badge of Lincoln in excellent condition, estimated at 
$12,000-18,000, out of the estate of a Connecticut collector, found a new home for $15,500. The cataloger admitted to 

knowing of only five specimens, plus the one up for sale. Our guesstimate as to the census for this piece is 40-50 examples. 
Finding an example as nice as this one, though, is no easy task. The John Wilkes Booth reward broadside, complete with origi
nal tipped-in albumens of the conspirators, last sold at Christie's a year ago for $60,000. This time around, it made $50,200 (our 
spies tell us that Little Rock dealer Gary Hendershott had one at the Gettysburg Civil War show for $95,000). The final draft print
ing of the Confederate States of America Constitution, one of only two known, was originally printed in Montgomery, AL in a run of 
one hundred. This copy belonged to one of the delegates to the February convention assigned the task of drawing up a .--=--==-----,.... 
Constitution, Thomas Fearn of Alabama, and contains corrections and revisions in his hand. The 29-page printed document was I ~ ~ ~ 

_______ estimated at $150,000-200,000 and sold for $220,000. A February 6, 1865 ALS of William T. Sherman ' 
_ • . orders the members of the Engineer Regiment to bring the necessary tools for destroying Confederate 

railroad tracks in the Carolinas, part of his famous "March to the Sea" campaign. In part: " ... After a break ,.-;-..,..._,.._..,..;-. I 
is made, I will give orders for parties to work right & left, and desire the engineers to confine their atten- W-~00.00J REWARD! 
tions to the twist." Sherman's mention of the "twist" (apologies to Chubby Checker!) refers to the typi- f H[ llD[R[R I 
cal method of destroying railroad track. Soldiers would heat the centers of the rails over a fire and then oroori.,,..,.rr,.,..11ma'
bend or twist them around a pole. The destroyed track became known as "Sherman's hairpins" or 15(),000 RRARD 
"Sherman's bow-ties." Sherman then concluded by emphasizing speed: " ... The two leading Divisions of -===-·---
the 15 Corps will move without wagons other than ambulances & a few with cartridges." $3,200. =:--~~ ·--. ------
Another ALS of Sherman, from 1882, discusses his aversion to running for President: "Don't for a -·-··--- ----
moment believe that because a few newspaper scribblers have construed me a martyr, and subsequently 5¥-R::~~~~~--·. I 
that I am a fit subject for a Presidential Candidate. The thought to me is simply repulsive. I would not ~..:f.:'.::-:_;:-;~~.;:.; I 
be a candidate if I could and I could not if I would." This perspective was due partly to mistreatment of ~:""~~~-= I 

--------' Sherman by the Republicans: "They called me to Washington against my will, and so legislated that I - • 
could not afford to live in a house given to me as a compliment. They cut my pay down below what Lt. Genl Scott had in 1848 when a dollar was wor1h two 
of today." $15,600. Finally, an eye-witness account from 1865 discusses a public reception at the Lincoln White House: "The Pres. shakes hands with you 
as you pass, not mechanically as you would think, from its frequent repetition, but cordially and with a kind word-How do you do sir or Glad to see you, or 
happy to meet you-so impressed ... that you think it was especially for you. I know I felt so. He reaches out towards you, as if to meet you, anxious towel
come you, looks you in the eyes, looks pleasantly, speaks frankly and his who.le manner is just what you would ask & demand of a friend. I was very hap
pily disappointed in his manner and appearance. There is nothing awkward or ungraceful about him. Neither is there anything courtly or ostentatious. He is 
plain unassuming: and withal easy and attractive. While he may not suit the fancy of the aristocratic or precise and enacting devotees to fashion, he meets 
the expectations of the common, intelligent American." Next best thing to being there! $1,900. 

W illiam Reese Company of New Haven, CT issues fixed-price lists of 
books and graphics. Their catalog "No. 226" had a 35 x 50" broad
side printed by Cauldwell, Southworth & Whitney of New York in 
1861, advertising a serialized adventure novel: The Patriot Scouts of 

'61 ! The Great National War Tale, Scotto the Scout; or, The Union Rangers. 
Printed in red and black, the work was inscribed thusly: "This thrilling and 
enchanting tale of glorious exploits, splendid feats of valor, and romantic adven
tures of our Union Rangers will prove to be the most brilliant result our National 
Literature had ever achieved. It is a wonderful tale of the Soldier's glorious life, 
the Scout's exciting perils, and woman's sublime devotion to the true and brave." 
No doubt a precursor to the popular dime novels, and reflective of the patriotism 
and enthusiasm at the start of the Civil War, this rare broadside is offered at 
$2,750. Knock off the "2", and for a mere $750, you can have a Chicago imprint 
from 1857... "Remarks of the Hon. Stephen A. Douglas, On Kansas, Utah, and the 

Dred Scott Decision." Douglas spoke in Springfield on 
June 12, 1857, and lauded the Dred Scott decision: "the 
whole principle of Popular Sovereignty and self-govern
ment is sustained and firmly established by the authori
ty of this decision." The speech was part of the prelimi
nary ground-work for his re-election effort in 1858. We 
can only wonder what Judge Douglas said about Utah. 
Based on his principle of popular sovereignty, the 

•••11mlm~III Mormons should have been ab11'e to establish polygamy 
and assert their right to self-rule without interference 

""'-----==c..J from the national government. 
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S lotin Folk Art Auctions of Buford, Georgia, a suburb just 30 min
utes north of Atlanta, has carved a niche for handling what is 
termed "outsider art," as well as "tramp art," and the generally 
more accpeted and sought after (traditional) folk art. All three 

markets have appreciated exponentially in recent years with a growing 
recognition that craftsman of great skill worked in total obscuri,ty ... and 
this home-schooled work deserves to be collected. Mind you, we 

.--------. understand that a great deal ol this is driven by 
speculators - investors, NOT collectors. But, 
who can say who might be "discovered" as the 
next Grandma Moses? Just because a given 
artist does not have a track record (usually this 
translates as a price history with the auctions or 
being represented by an established gallery), this 
might not be so just a year or two l'ater. And, we 
must concede that we often don't "get it." Some 
of the items being sold in these auctions are 
funky, some quite bizarre, and some downright 
ugly! Okay ... the aesthetics are all in the "eye of 
the beholder ... " This being said, their last auction 
had a piece of note for this journal: a 27" tall 
carved and painted work by a regional artist by 
the name of Ernest Patton. The piece had a pre
sale estimate of $500-800, and apparently had 

__ -i two collectors "fight it out" to $950. 
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D ana Linet! of Early American had a couple of unusual offerings 
that caught our eye in his end of the summer auction. A post-War 
handbill, 9 1/2 x 11" urges Union veterans to support the 
Republican ticket. "Why I Am Not a Democrat!" excoriates the 

P 
rofiles in History of Beverly Hills is offering 
a three-page ALS by Congressman James 
A. Garfield, written to Schuyler Colfax 
describing the Lincoln funeral train: " ... I 

Democrats relentlessly. In part: "Every enemy this great Republic has had 
for Twenty years has been a Democrat. Every man that shot Union soldiers 
was a Democrat... The man that assassinated Abraham Lincoln was a 
Democrat... Every man that wept over the corpse of slavery was a 
Democrat ... " You get the idea. Estimated at $1,200-11,800, this piece of 
"waving the bloody shirt" ephemera sold for $950. A letter written in 
February 1863 by a Union soldier stationed in Washington, DC has some 

WHY I All NOT A DEMOCRAT ! 
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unkind words for his Commander-in-Chief. In part: " ... You wanted to know -----~--~ 
if I had seen Lincoln. yeas I have seen him. He looks like an old farmer you wouldn't think he was the 
President of the United States to look at him ... Tell Lizzie thear is a great many bows here but they haven't 
the rite stripe. "This two-page bit of homespun written by Harrie Heap (hey, we're not making this up!) 
realized $500. Dana's October sale llad an interesting letter written towards the end of 1861 that was 
harshly critical of General George B. McClellan, at a time that few were taking that position. It was written 
by the Pensio('j Office Commissioner in Washington, Joseph H. Barnett, to a friend in Cincinnati. "It will be 
no news to you, perhaps, that Gen. McClellan has failed to satisfy people here, in general, that he is greater 
than Napoleon, or that he will ever rival Alexander. He has crossed the Rubicon, however, once-on a 
scow-and I fear he has overstepped the limits of popular forbearance forever. There is no great propriety 
in moving straight against the Manassas fortifications, and since the blockade of the Potomac, any 'flank
ing movement' seems impossible, until that blockade is raised. To do nothing, after the fashion of the last 
few months, at least 100,000 men less are needed here. That number might very advantageously be 
released to go elsewhere. But our young General is not inclined to allow any diminution of his grand army. 
He desperately opposed the Port Royal expedition-ridiculed it to the last-and succeeded in delaying it 
nearly two months beyond the time originally set for its departure ... Aside from incapacity in the new gen
eral-in-chief, I think you may find some clue to the existing state of things in the political antecedents of 
our generals, as stated in the Senate yesterday, viz.: of 100 Brigadier Generals, 80 are opponents of the 
present Administration-yet appointed by it-and 'all the officers having separate commands, with one 
exception, were opponents of the administration.' Too much of this, however-a subject on which popular 
feeling, everywhere, is intense ... " Estimated at $200-300, this perceptive missive which "addressed" a 
topic still controversial today - a bargain at $125. (Prices quoted do not include 15% buyer's premium.) 

went to Cleveland on Friday to meet the funeral 
cortege in hopes of seeing you or hearing from 
you-but found you did not accompany it. I would 
love above all things to enjoy the happiness of 
your society on such a trip ... " $3,950 (We now 
have to wonder if McKinley attended Garfield's 
funeral?) Also, an 1850 ALS by Lincoln discusses 
at length a trial involving an imperfect or clouded 
title on a piece of property. The deed presented at 
trial was proven to be a forgery. " .. ./ see no way in 
which the defendants can ever succeed unless 
they can prove that this deed is not a forgery -
This is the whole story - The case can not be 
gained by much talking ... the amount of the costs 
is $25.82 cents as the clerk informs me." As he 
demonstrated during his Presidency, Lincoln was 
always a man of few words! $35,000. 

A truly neat relic with accompanying provenance: a 
piece of "original marble taken from the first burial 

vault in Oak Ridge Cemetery which contained the mor
tal remains of the sixteenth President ... George 

Cashman, Curator, the Lincoln Tomb." From a 1967 
excavation, a real bargain at only $195 on eBay. D r. Norm Boas of Seaport Autographs has two items for sale from 

vastly different time periods, each related to Lincoln. A 197 4 TLS by 
former President Richard Nixon contains remarks concerning 

Lincoln's religious views, excerpted from "Remarks [of Nixon] at the 22nd 
Annual National Prayer Breakfast Washington Hilton Hotel Jan1:1ary 31, 1974." 
Nixon commented that Lincoln " ... probably prayed more than any man who has 
ever been in the White House ... He did not have a feeling of arrogance about his 
side as compared with the other side ... " (Are you getting the irony here?) 
Norms reflects: "An unusual and somewhat garbled commentary by Nixon of 
Lincoln's religion. It is of particular interest as it emanated from one of our least 
regarded presidents about one who is universally ranked as our greatest pres
ident." $1,900. A legal document containing 138 words in the hand of Lincoln 
~-------~ dates from the fall of 1839. It concerns a case 

T he Abraham Lincoln Book Shop of Chicago offers the following in 
their Fall 2003 fixed-price catalog: A John Locke Scripps 1860 biog
raphy of Lincoln in wraps, 32 pages, described by Nicolay & Hay as 
a "Short autobiography written at the request of a friend for use in 
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in which a defendant, found guilty of resisting 
arrest in the service of a warrant, enters a 
motion "in arrest of judgment" on the basis 
that one of the jurors "is a subject of the 
Crown of Great Britain, never having been nat
uralized according to the laws of the United 
States ... " $6,000. In reflecting upon Nixon and 
Lincoln, we do see some parallels. Both were 
Republicans, both were lawyers by profes
sion, neither completed his second term in 
office. On the other hand, we have "Honest 

--------~ Abe" versus "Tricky Dick." Ohl well. 
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preparing a popular campaign biography in the election of 1860" is 
$1,500. An 1864 Autographed Endorsement Signed by Lincoln which 
approves the discharge of a Union soldier so he can go home and take 
care of his widowed mother (both of her sons already being in service) is 
$8,500 ("If Hon. Mr. Van Valkenburgh will say distinctly in writing that he 

1 desires the discharge of Reuben C. Ward, he shall be discharged.") A six
page manuscript Lincoln memorial address by Lincoln legal colleague 

(and U.S. Senator and Illinois Governor) Shelby M. 
.--- ..... -.,.:::z:,..=-~ :...7"'.,._~ Cullom is $1,950. (" ... This most wicked rebellion 

killed Abraham Lincoln, shed his blood for his 
country's salvation, and died a noble martyr for us 
all. Let us bless God that he gave us a good & wise 1 

Prest. as Mr. Lincoln proved to be ... God controls 
the events of a great nation. He was with 
Washington. He was with Lincoln.") Finally, a 
John Wilkes Booth signed copy of the play 
"Rake's Progress" with annotations in his own 
hand, changing some of the dialog for the part he 

!.,;;.;~..:.....:----- played, that of Frederick Florid, is $19,500. 
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In The Marketplace, cont. 

G ary E. Combs issues fixed-priced catalogs of autographs and 
manuscripts from New York City. Gary is "old school" - he cut his 
teeth as a dealer in the long defunct B. Altman's Dept. Store in 

their small rare book and manu,script studio up on tile sixth floor. To those 
who remember this quiet boutique housed within the llustle and bustle of 
a large department store, it was - to many a visitor to New York, magical. 
Gary now sells through his catalogs and: the occasional P.A.D.A. show. He 
is currently offering a letter written after the Civil War by one Lincoln 
Cabinet member to another. An 1867 ALS by Salmon Chase, as Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court, to Sec. of War Edwin Stanton, has the for
mer Secretary of the Treasury "fishing" for a favor: "The Rev. Mr. Thorne 
has been visiting the Schools of the American :Missionary Society in the 
South & would like to have an interview with you ... " ($400.) And, perhaps 
the more quirky item to be found: a Dwight David Eisenhower TLS as 
President, May 19, 1955 to Senator Harry Byrd of Virginia. Byrd was look
ing for help with a pet (pork?) project, to which l•ke writes: "11 searched my 
possessions for a trophy that you might consider suitable for display in the 

~---------. Stonewall Jackson Memorial Building. As per
haps you know, Stonewall Jackson has long 
been one of my ·heroes, and I am highly com
plimented by the invitation to have one of my 

·- - •• 1 ........ ·--· 
_,. ______ .... 
t...... • ... -~ ......... , ___ 

~.=-.:=!t:.:.~:-•"":·.:i ·--- ,,.., .. ___ ,, ___ _ 
.. _ .. a_ ...... .._, 

souvenirs displayed in his Lexington home. If 
you like the idea, I shall be glad to send you a 
Luger Pistol captured from the Germans by the 
First British Parachute Brigade in the Tunisian 
Campaign of 1943, and by that unit ,presented 
to me ... " So ... if you go see a Stonewall, 

'57u-.t!L'-. Jackson collection that happens to include a 
, .. __ , ... , .... German Luger captured by the British in 

~------~ Tunesia, well. .. now you will know why! ($750.) 

C I·earing House Auction Galleries of 
Wethersfield, CT sold in their January, 2004 ,. 
auction this tiny, little imprint. Measuring just 3 rlW~r •• ,Hw•~ 

3/16ths by 2 1/Bth with 7-pages in pink wraps, "The 
Proclamation of Emancipation by the President of the 
United States ... " was printed by Forbes of Boston in 
1862. It is believed these miniature pamphlets were 
issued to officers in the military - this example with a 
gromet/hole on the last few pages as if to be suspend-~==~~~ 
ed from a string for ready review. Provenance has this 
belonging, in fact, to a Captain in the CT Militia. Not listed in Monaghan, 
with only a small number known to remain extant, this is one of the earliest 
printings of the Proclamation -- but NOT, as listed in the sale, the first. Still ... 
a true rarity for the bibliophile, selling for $7,000 plus buyer's premium. 

S tack's of NYC began the dispersal of the John 
J. ford, Jr. Collection in October. Ford is a 
well-respected, although not universally 

liked, collector and scholar in the numismatic field. 
The 79 year old Ford, currently living in retirement in 
Arizona, began collecting coins and currency during 
the Great Depression. He got a job at Stack's four years 
after their establishment in 1939, placing coins in 
envelopes. He later ,became a partner at New 
Netherlarilds Coin Company, attaining the status of 
the "expert's expert", renowned for his research and 
cataloging skills. His interests were quite 
eclectic-firearms, territorial gold, Confederate cur
rency and political ferrotypes being just a few of 
his favorite areas. The collection will be sold 
over the course of six sales. This sale had 
an original strike of the Confederate 50-cent 
piece, one of only four known, cataloged as 
possibly the one owned by Jefferson Davis 
himself and removed from his luggage while a 
prisoner at Fortress Monroe. 
It sold for $632,500. 
There were also two 
examples of original 
Confederate cents (struck 
by Philadelphia die-sinker 
Robert Lovett, Jr. and 
secreted away for fear of 
prosecution)-the nicer 
one realizing $103,500. 
Finally, two souvenirs from the 
flight of Davis prior to his appre
hension in lirwinville, Georgia, 
were offered. One was a silver 
shield fashioned from a Mexican 
coin found in the rebel wagon train. 
It was inscribed "Captured from Jeff 
Davis May 10th 1865" and originally had a pin attachment 
on the back. The other was a 1859-0 silver dollar given as pay 
to a Confederate soldier during one of Davis' stopovers. The soldier had it 
inscribed afterwards "Dulce Et Decorum Est Pro Patria More. Given to 
Emanuel F. Knipe By Jefferson Davis Greensboro, NC Ap. 26th 1865." Knipe 
was a private in "C" Company, 6th Tennessee Cavalry. These relics of the "Last 
Ditch" made $3,450 and $5,750 respectively. Though not coin collectors, we 
are going to save the complete set of catalogs, as this certainly qualifies as a 
landmark sale not to be repeated. 

As is the case with increasing frequency, a 
recent eBay auction ended early with a "pre
emptive" cash-offer to end the sale for a pri-

We love it when fellow Rail Splitters 
bring our attention to interesting 

offerings we can share with others. 
This ,piece, however, offered inu
merable times on eBay, with an 

opening bid of millions of dollars, 
has not escaped our notice. The 
purchaser, should one be found, 

vate-treaty deal. A Gettysburg autograph deal
er listed this unknown Michigan ballot on eBay 
with an opening bid of just $149. With unique 
jugate portraits, we knew of several bidders 

planning to "snipe" the lot ... all thwarted when 
$1,000 was accepted by the seller. 

will be treated to a file of corrobo
rating evidence that this is, in fact, 
Abe and Mary Lincoln. Uhh-huhh. 
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S otheby's had two sales in June - one, general Americana and manuscripts, the other a specialized collection of Mark 
Twain material. In the Twain sale were two items related to the publication of memoirs by Ulysses S. Grant. In a two-page 
letter written to publisher George William Childs in November of 1884, the financially strapped Grant wrote: 'On reex

amining the contract prepared by the Century people I see that it is all in favor of the publisher with nothing left for the author. 
I am offered very much more favorable terms by Chas. L. Webster & Co. Mark Twain is the Company." Grant did indeed write 
an article on the Battle of Shiloh which was published' in Century Magazine in February 1885, meeting with much success. 
($22,800). A companion lot featured a copy of Grant's Memoirs, personally inscribed' 1:>y Twain on the fly,leaves of both vol
umes: "To Miss Fanny C. Hesse with kindest regards of S. L. Clemens Christmas 1887." Clemens offered Grant 75% of the 
profits and engaged in an innovative and aggressive marketing campaign. 350,000 copies were sold by subscription, netting Grant's 
estate almost a half-million dollars. ($33,000) The books and manuscripts sale followed one day later. A small broadside issued 
July 30, 1864 by Georgia Governor Joe Brown, beseeches the aid of local citizens in the defense of Macon against an attack by 
Union General George Stoneman. State militia were successful in repulsing Federa'I troops, and Stoneman and seven hundred of 
his troops were captured while trying to liberate Andersonville Prison. ($7,200). A first edition two-volume set of Gardner's 
Photographic Sketch Book of the War with one hundred mounted albumens, estimated at $40,000-60,000, realized $96,000. A 
three-page rough draft by U.S. Grant, addressed to the President of the Republican Convention, formally accepts the 1868 
Republican nomination for President. "If elected to the office of President of the United States, it will be my endeavor to adminis
ter the laws, in good faith, with economy, and with the view of giving peace, quiet and protection everywhere ... Administration offi
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cials should always be left ... to execute the will of the people. I always have respected that will, and always shall,. Peace, and uni- -~=----==-==~--1 
versal prosperity, its regimen, with economy of administration, will lighten the burden of taxation, while it constantly relieves the National debt. Let us have 
peace" With several emendations and deletions, and scattered faults, this significant and most unusual document, estimated at $60,000-80,000, achieved 

$60,000. A letter written July 6, 1864 by Robert E. Lee to Jefferson Davis three 
~ll-,-,-1-l_l!_I_U_l_l_lr_l_l_l_H_.~ weeks before the Petersburg Mine assault discusses matters of military intelligence. r---===--=, .=,,..~,~l.-
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Seems that the Confederates captured a Union soldier, hoping to extract information regarding the disposition of the IX Corps of Ambrose Burnside. Lee 
related: " ... General Hill has first Come in to report that one from the 2nd1 Corps was brought ,into him last night He was a New Yorker, sharp & shrewd, from 
whom little could be gained. But he had on his person a diary kept by himself & brought up to the 5th inst. It was there recorded under the date of the 4th 
inst. that he had with a Comrade that day passed' through the 9th or 5th Corps visiting certain friends ... " This turn of events was somewhat ironic, as Union 
troops had benefited greatly from a similar lapse, when Lee's plans were discovered on a discarded cigar wrapper prior to the Battle of Antietam in 1862. It 
appears that Confederate generals, like their Union counterparts, were in the habit of communicating via letter with their Commander-in-Chief on a regular 
basis. (Passed against an esitmate of $35,000-45,000) 

S alt prints, a photography medium that slightly predates and then coincides with the albumen, enjoyed but a brief period of popularity - mostly from 
1858-1860. Some photography specialists pride these as quite special given the softness and warmth of the studies, and the relative certainty as to 
when such photographs were printed. Recently offered on eBay was this salt print montage photograph combining ..,....-....,.,_,,===-= 
eight photographs of the candidates for President and Vice President in the 1860 election. It shows the teams of ~'t::::S:,NJn':'y,' i 

Stephen Douglas & H. V. Johnson (Democrat), Abraham Lincoln & Hannibal Hamlin (Republican), John Bell and Edward •• - I 
,-,----==~----, Everett (Constitutional Union), and John Brec'kinridge & Joseph Lane (Southern Democrat). At •. · 1 

bottom it is signed "Photographed at the WHITEHURST GALLERY, Washington D.C.' Jesse , -. 
Whitehurst had galleries up and down the East Coast and many in the South. His galleries were ::;!?,~""1 ~'.£1--::"==;r"l.!'" 
among the most prestigious of this time period. Described as a "bit light as salt prints tend to :--ME~i.~s::~~~~:i:E 
be, stains on mount, dark lines (presumably from broken glass)," the outside oval measures 9 ~"!~:;-.:.:.:::::::=..::~ 
X 6 inches. Bids climbed to $3,050 without the reserve being met. And, speaking of salt ... an 
unusual and quite racist "Salt River Ticket" recently sold for an astounding $400 on eBay. As reported in this journal, the con
cept of attacking a political opponent or sending a candidate "up Salt River" dates lback to the 1840s. (Examples of sarcastic 
Salt River tickets extend well into the 20th century.) In the contests of 1860 and 1864, vitriolic caricatures and jokes were craft
ed into these wonderful pieces of electoral ephemera in large quantities. We've seen quite a few different examples - most tak
ing the form of small trade cards printed on glazed or coated stock. Given the perceived abundance of such pieces, they sel

'-----===-"'~---' dom command more than $150 or so. This particularly nasty example most certainly set a record price. 
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N utmeg Stamp Sales of Danbury, CT (the "Nutmeg State!") had a few Lincoln-related lots in their last two mall 
auctions. A test flight cover from April 10, 1926 was autographed by both the pilot, Charles A. Lindbergh, and 
the Postmaster of Springfield, IL, Wi11liam H. Conkling. The envelope has a portrait of Lincoln. Cataloged as VIA AlR MAIL 

"one of eleven known examples witnout the Air Mail Test Trip cachet," it was estimated at $3,000 and "land'ed safely" .,,~~..#.,, 
at $4,250. An extensive collection of "revenue stamp-imprinted tinfoil tobacco wrappers" was offered. These "elusive" -~~ 

""~.tf()l"ltl l.lc~11 ;.v .... , 

2 t:£~.,f(P~ scraps of ephemera were produced between 1868 and 194 and attached to packages of tobacco to indicate payment '-------''---~..:::..:::.:;::;;;;;;;;;;;;;;::;: 
of federal taxes. In 1873, the government collected $672,634 from this source alone! "Old Abe" chewing, tobacco was 
but one of the thousands al brands that circulated in the 19th century. An example for this Liedersdorf brand, printed in blue on "grilled 
foil" (what is this, a bar-b-que?) sold for $85. A two-page ALS of Robert Todd Lincoln on mourning stationery, although undated as to 
year, appeared from the content to have been written shortly after Abraham Lincoln's assassination. Written from Chicago in August to 
Edward MacPherson of Gettysburg, the President's eldest son states "I regret very much that I have no! by me all the sermons & c. that '------==:,,__] 

have been sent, but before leaving Washington, they were packed up, and it is now next to impossible to reach them. As I recollect however I had read few 
or none from the Northwest...Of all that I can reach, I have only three duplicates and I mailed them yesterday to you, in the hope that they may add to your 
collection ... " So, it not only appears that Robert Todd Lincoln read the eulogies and sermons written for his father, but collected them as well! $950. 

A 
lexander Autographs' recent sale 
included this Lincoln note to the 
Secretary of War, written Dec. 22, _,,,, J~ .t...:.. 

. u~-- -;- :::-.:....---r ~.....:!::: t:..z::;-

1862, just ten days before signing ,,..,._, ~.~:-,,:._-:,.~---<--,. ~- :2!~'.~ 
the historic Emancipation Proclamation, ~ 
Lincoln writes, in full: "I especially wish John :: '''},':(if;_~':f~f;;;,:.--:_ 
W. Pomeroy to be as Paymaster in the regu- ,· ·"'-1>.i ,~ cU.,- z~ ,-,,._L, ·-,,,< 

lar Army, & if he can be appointed let it be " ....._,, __ ' .c;..:"; :::-✓-:,--,-- ,-LL L... 

done at once. Dec. 22, 1862 A. Lincoln". .,:,_,_, c. " ., ••• ~ "--'-:1 ~ _,. ·- ~-
-'----7,. ~ ,=,,.~ l->UL ~~ /..,--r& 4 

Addressed on verso to "Hon. Seely. of War". ~;;;d;-J-
With copies of the pension request made by _;:,, ... / ,:;:.,;.. 
Pomeroy's widow from the National ,:,._! ,L~t--z-. 

Archives. Boldly penned, in near fine condi-
tion. Estimate of $4-5,000 --- $5,500 Also: Hannibal Hamlin 

(1809-91) as Vice President, 
A.L.S. 1p. 8vo., Bangor, Nov. 
7, 1862 to Sen. Solomon Foot. 
In part: " ... Allow me to con
gratulate you truly and sin
cerely on your almost unani-
mous re-election. You may 
well feel proud of it..." Fine. 
Est. $100-150, sold for $240. 

We love politicals that proclaim support for Lincoln ... even if 
they are twenty-four years after the fact! This ribbon for 

Republican, standard-bearers of 1884 recalls spporting the Wide 
Awake ticket in 1860. A great piece: eBay, $120. 

Oc&Slet 

M atthew Bennett International, 
of Baltimore, held an auction 
of "autographs & historical 
documents" at a NYC hotel in 

>~....,."" J,_,,,, 
c.Rf-'<-/J, /,( .t, 

:L~. /.~ ,;:; 1~ ... 
,,,:., .. 

September. The modest sale, consisting 
of 120 lots, featured three Lincoln docu
ments including an ALS written to the 
Secretary of War on April 11, 1862. In it, 
Lincoln asks that the "brevet" of Colonel 
Harvey Brown, issued on November 22, 
1861, be back-dated to take affect on 
" ... the 16th of April 1861-the day on 
which he relieved Fort Pickens." Harvey 
Brown (1795-1875) was a Colonel when 

, ~ k:....., ,'.),,,~~ 

"-~: C, /_; t'"C,., .• ... - ;/ ..<-,;:., v"t7 ... 

..t,jj :- I ,;( I. /!....: CP--,/" --~ ~• /.. t 
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he successfully defended Ft. Pickens ~-------~ 
against the superior forces of C.S.A. 
Brigadier General Robert H. Anderson. He 
was later breveted Major General for sup-
pressing the Draft Riots in NYC. This very 
clean 1Ietter, evidence of how many people 
"went over the heads of their superiors" to get 
what they wanted, was estimated at $10,000-
20,000 and sold for $15,000. Also offered 
was a signed cabinet card of Julia Dent Grant, 
wife of U. S. Grant. This is the first auto
graphed photo of Mrs. G. we have encoun-
tered, and it was not your typical profile image lf"fJ 
(Mrs. Grant, being cross-eyed, preferred , T 
being shot in profile, but generally shunned _______ __. 
the pnotographer's lens). $575. (Prices do not include buyer's premium.) 

B ruce Gimelson of Garrison, New York brokers fine art, Americana, and historical documents 
- at the highest levels. He doesn't issue catalogs and only occasionally sets up at shows. 
His prefered method for "placing" material is through his gorgeous, full-page ads in vari

ous antique journals and through his extensive network of private clients. In the latest issue of 
Maine Antiques Digest, he listed what is represented as "The Earliest Known Painting of Harriet 
Beecher Stowe." This watercolor on ivory, a miniature study at 4" tall, housed in an elaborate, gilt 
frame, was recently discovered in London and has a period label on the back detailing "Mrs. 
Harriet Beecher Stowe - Boston." The author of Uncle Tom's Cabin (first published in serial form 
1851-2), Stowe (1811-96) was married to Calvin Ellis Stowe in 1836. Bruce believes this portrait 
dates to that year and may possibly have been a wedding gift. Prior to this discovery, the earliest 
known painting of the anti-slavery crusader and sister of Henry Ward Beecher - whom Lincoln 
jokingly referred to as "the little woman" who started all the trouble - was accomplished in 1853. The price: $12,500. 
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G erald A. J. Stodolski of Manchester. NH sells "Historic Autograph Letters, Manuscripts & Documents" via fixed-price lists. An undated "Lincoln & 
Herndon" legal document, all in Lincoln's hand, is worthy of note by virtue of its origin and provenance. The document is a morass of unintelligible 
legalese. An accompanying ALS by author John S. Richards, London, August 5, 1924, relates " ... The above plea was never filed in the case but was 

found by me among the papers in the above-mentioned case and I obtained permission to withdraw it. Mr. Lincoln prepared it in his own handwriting, also 
another and more extensive defense which was filed in the case. It afforded me very great pleasure to present the 
above original document to the Right Honorable D. Lloyd George with assurances of my high regard." (wonder if 
"obtaining permission to withdraw it" involved any gratuities or import license fees?) $8,250. An 1866 Autograph 
Letter Signed by U. S. Grant, written from West Point, refers to a recommendation for an appointment. In part; 
" ... Dear Hillger, Who ever informed the editor of the Herald that I have in any manner opposed your appointment 
as Naval Officer told what was untrue and there was no foundation for ... You are not the 'oldest inhabitant' but you 
have no other home but New York City and are unquestionably as eligible for officer as any other citizen." $2,000. 
After his dismissal by Lincoln, McClellan spent a great deal of his spare time at home in Orange, NJ (interesting
ly, there don't appear to be any statues or streets in the "Oranges" named after this famous resident, although 
Thomas Alva Edison is so honored). In preparation for the presidential campaign, Little Mac did quite a bit of writ
ing, especially in defense of his conduct while in charge of the Army of the Potomac. In a letter written to William G. Prince of NY on April 28, 1864, the retired 
general and future NJ governor explains " ... At the close of the Peninsular Campaign I sailed from Fortress Monroe on the evening of the 23rd August 1862, 

I 
reached Acquia Greek on the morning of the 24th, and forwarded to Alexandria on the 26th, having in the meantime visited Fredericksburg, etc. From that time 

, until placed in command of the defenses of Washington my headquarters were in Gary, about one mile north of Alexandria." $950. 

I ra & Larry Goldberg Goins & Collectibles of Beverly Hills held a mixed sale in September, including antiquities, Civil War accou
terments, relics, and autographs. A manuscript copy of a spy report sent to Major Gen. John C. Breckinridge on April 1, 1864, 
described the disposition of Federal troops in Louisville. In part: " ... Bad feeling existed among the regts at Mt. S., and it had been r:_ 

apprehended those who sidedl with Col. Wolford & the Abolitionists proper, might come to blows. Wolford was posted for a speech r; 
at Mt. S. on the 15th to the people, in opposition to the Order of Lincoln to enrol Ky negroes in the Army; but he was arrested for ti 

his speec~ at Lexington, & was released on the 14th ... " Guess the Colonel just couldn't resist mixing politics and the military. . 
Estimated aggressively at $2,000-4,000, tli1is scrap of Southern intelligence failed to report. Reminiscent of medieval manuscripts, 
a hand-painted "illuminated" diplomatic document signed by President Andrew Johnson on December 5, 1865, realized $1,900. 
Countersigned by William Seward, this "letter of state" to the President of Chile served as an introduction for General Hugh Judson 
Kilpatrick as United States Envoy IExtraordinaire. Finally, a short note written by Lincoln, undated, but likely circa 1845-1855, read "I 
wish Mr. Harris would go and stay at our house tonight. Lincoln." Hey, Mary! Guess who's coming to dinner! This example of Lincoln 
down-home hospitality was a welcome addition to someone's collection for $2,100. (Prices don't include 15% buyer's premium.) 

A neat missive recently showed up on eBay: an eyewitness account of a meeting and conversation with Lincoln during the 1860 campaign. The ALS, 
discussing the moral character of Lincoln, June 25, 1860, from New York., reads: Rev L. Bacon D.D. - Dear Sir, When I was last in New Haven you 
inquired in regard to the moral character of Abraham Uncoln & had the impression that he attended the Rev A. Hale, Church. Soon after that I wrote 

B Hale & spoke to him of your inquiry & he has written me in reply with permission to make that testimony public. This morning I handed over extracts from 
Dr Leavitt for the Independent [bimonthly news magazine] which he was very glad to get. Some details of the personal interview I did not give as they were 
not for the public-at least as given in full interview. In one of these he said, "I have made no pledge & the Lord helping me I shall make none[, 1 B. H. say, 
'as I rose to go & give him my hand he held on & said, "Mr. Hale I have read my Bible some, tho not half as much as I ought & I have always regarded Peter 
as sincere when he said he would never deny his Master. Yet he did deny Him. Now I think I shall keep my word & maintain the stand I have taken -but then 
I must remember that I am liable to infirmity & may fall" B H. says-"There is a striking difference between Uncoln & Douglass. Douglass is great in tricks
Lincoln is unrighteous [sic]' One other extract-"Only a few days since I was visited by a wealthy man-a millionaire from a distance & he wished to see Mr. 
Lincoln. He must question the candidate. So I went with him & he had two several & unimportant questions. While in my presence he put to Mr. L. 1. 'Do 
you drink'? "No"! was the instant reply, 2. 'Do you use tobacco'? "No never, in any form-chewing, smoking or sniffing"-So report him to Rev Trask the 
General in Chief of the forces of Anti-Tobacco-& Jet all the world know he is a clean man-free from the ... stench of the vile weed" The extract which I have 
furnishes for the Independent I think will do good-B Hale xxx his moral character a "without reproach or blemish''- the man ·uncorrupted if not incorrupt
ible' One of your sons preached yesterday I understand in the to be congregational church in Orange NJ & to the great acceptance of the people. Respectfully 
& truly yours Theron Baldwin." Bids only reached a paltry $105 without the reserve, learned to be $495, being met. 

A few other items recently offered on eBay: A Civil War-era flag, measuing 14 x 18" 
with some loss, included the "FREE" pattern in the field of 36 stars. (Interestingly, 
the corresponding 1864/5 "Lincoln & Johnson" campaign flag uses just 35 stars 

•• with the 1863 addition of West Virginia into the Union. 36-star flags were not used until 
after the admission of Nevada in October of 1864 ... which, natuarlly, has us wondering 
about an ink notation on the textile of "4 July 1864." Still, this Fourth of July celebratory 
standard waived proudly at $5,775. An unusual Lincoln badge, clearly with some age but 
not issued in connection with any single event, sold for $45; and a GOV picturing a framed ~L..:::.:.:::'.::cmmal 
souvenir copy of the Our American Cousin playbill "played" at $170. 
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The Suppressed Biography and Lincoln as Literary Agent 

Daniel Pearson 
. As in previous installments of The Written 

Word, we turn once again to the Lincoln cam
paign biographies from 1860. In this column, 
we address the prohibiitvely rare work by 
Ichabod Coddington. And, we also take a look 
at a little-known incident... the only known 
instance where Abraham Lincoln actively par
ticipated as a literary agent taking a direct role 
in the marketing of a book. 

As with collectibles in any field, one 
can safely say that the more we 
know about its creation or creator, 
the more valuable the item. An orig
inal photograph from the studio of 

Mathew Brady or Alexander Gardner is 
worth more than a copied version from a 
lesser-known photographic studio. The 
autograph of U.S. Grant or W. T. Sherman 
is generally more valuable than that of a 
lesser officer under their command. 
However, this axiom is not always true in 
the field of book collecting. Often, the 
scarce title from a less-well-known author 
is more valuable than a popular title from 
a famous author. Such is the case with 
the most rare of the 1860 Lincoln cam
paign biographies. 

The works of Ichabod Codding and 
Ruben Vose are among the most rare of 
all printed Lincolniana. While more is 
known about Codding than Vose, and 
more information can be discerned from 
the work of the former than the latter, 
both men created campaign works that 
are the bane of most collectors. 

Ichabod Codding was not unknown 
to Abraham Lincoln. Like Lincoln, 
Codding was by nature anti-slavery, and 
was incensed by the passage of the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 that opened 
western lands to the peculiar institution 
that were previously off limits to slavery. 
While Codding was moved to become 
one of the earliest founders of the 
Republican Party, which was a fusion 
between individuals from several politi
cal factions who were opposed to the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act, Abraham Lincoln 
was not as quick to identify himself with 
the new party. 

In 1854, unbeknownst to Lincoln, 
Codding and some other anti-slavery 
associates had taken the liberty of 
adding Lincoln's name to the State 
Central Committee of the newly formed 
Republican Party. Ever mindful of his 
political position in state politics, Lincoln 
was reluctant to cast his lot with the 
upstart party just yet. Rather, he was 
more disposed to wait to see whether the 
political ideology they were to adopt was 
in agreement with his personal beliefs, 
and, perhaps more importantly, whether 
that ideology would be acceptable to the 
electorate. Lincoln had a rather justifi
able fear that perhaps the radical element 
of the new party ( of which Codding could 
be considered a member) would make 
their anti-slavery stance too extreme and 
thereby untenable to Illinois voters. 

On November 13, 1854, Codding 
wrote to Lincoln informing him of a meet
ing of the Republican State Central 
Committee to be held in Chicago on 
Friday, November 17, 1854. "Your atten
dance," Vose tells Lincoln, "is requested." 

Lincoln did not receive Codding's let
ter until November 17, the very day of 
the meeting, upon his return to 
Springfield from Clinton, Illinois, where 
Lincoln was attending a special session 
of DeWitt County Circuit Court. Ten days 
later, on November 27, 1854, Uncoln 
replied to Codding's letter. In his mes
sage, Lincoln questioned Codding as to 
how his name was added to the 
Republican State Central Committee in 
the first place. "I was not consulted on 
the subject," Lincoln wrote, "nor was I 
apprized of the appointment, until I dis
covered it by accident two or three 
weeks afterwards." Lincoln continued, "I 
suppose my opposition to the principle 
of slavery is as strong as that of any mem
ber of the Republican Party; but I had 
also supposed that the extent to which I 
feel authorized to carry that opposition, 
practically, was not at all satisfactory to 
that party." Thus, Lincoln expressed his 
reluctance to be labeled a radical or abo
litionist, believing, as he did, that slavery 
had every right to exist where it was, and 
being merely opposed to its extension 
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In this letter, dated November 13, 
1854, Codding informs Lincoln of 
a meeting of the newly formed 
Republican Central Committee 
(Robert Todd Lincoln Papers, 

Library of Congress). 

into the territories. It would be many more 
months before Lincoln felt certain that 
moderating forces would keep the new 
Republican Party from drifting into extrem
ism and would cast his lot with them. 

These moderating influences, how
ever, did not keep the extremists com
pletely quiet. Codding, in particular, 
remained active as an abolitionist. 
Codding, a Congregationalist Minister, 
lectured widely against the Kansas
Nebraska Act, and was an active partici
pant in the radical wing of the party. And 
when the presidential campaign of 1860 
brought about the real possibility of a 
Republican president, Codding felt com
pelled to write a sort of handbook lor the 
campaign. The result was A Republican 
Manual for the Campaign. Facts for the 
People: The Whole Argument in One Book 
(Princeton, Illinois: The "Republican" 
Book and Job Printing Office, 1860). 

Like many 1860 campaign works, the 
book is a biography of Abraham Lincoln 
in only the most rudimentary way. Only 
the first chapter of the book, comprising 
pages one through five, is devoted to a 
briel sketch of the life of Abraham 
Lincoln, "With His Opinions on Human 
Rights and The Slavery Question." While 
most of the biographical data is obtained 
from the autobiography Lincoln prepared 
for John Locke Scripps, Codding does 
include a lengthy sketch of "Mr. Lincoln's 
Personal Appearance and Habits," which 
he lifted directly from the Chicago Press 
and Tribune. That unique feature notwith
standing, a major portion of the biograph-
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lcabod Codding's Republican 
Manual is the rarest English 

language 1860 Lincoln 
campaign biography 

ical section is devoted to Lincoln's reac
tion to the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act, and 
his 1858 debates with Stephen Douglas. 

It was the rest of the book that 
proved to be completely unacceptable to 
Lincoln's handlers and campaign man
agers. Again, Codding was a strict aboli
tionist, and his campaign "manual" 
reflects these views. In it he offers an in
depth study of the slavery question, being 
examined from the legal, Constitutional, 

and moral points of view. And it was dur
ing this examination, early 011 in the book 
(page 14), that he goes so far as to take 
Lincoln to task, and then acts as an apolo
gist for him, on three separate points. 
Codding openly lists three "Objections" to 
Lincoln's views by stating: 

There are many men of broad intelli
gence and unflinching principle, who 
make the following objections to Mr. 
Lincoln: 

No. 1. That he is against the political 
equality of the colored with the white man. 

No. 2. That he is in favor of a fugitive 
slave law. 

No. 3. That he would vote in a certain 
contingency to admit a slave state into the 
Union. 

Then, after flatly pointing out 
Lincoln's shortcomings, Codding 
attempts to apologize for them: "Frankly 
acknowledging to the objector that the 
compiler of this littl.e work disagrees with 
our distinguished presidential candidate 
upon these points, he would call his 
attention to a few facts and considera
tions before he decides not to vote for 
Mr. Lincoln." 

While Codding's objections outlined 

the very bases which separated Lincoln 
from the radical, and then rather repug
nant views of the abolitionists, 
Republican leaders, particularly 
Lincoln's handlers, could not allow any 
sort of criticism whatsoever to appear in 
a Republican campaign publication. One 
must remember that even the seemingly 
innocuous references to the sale of 
Lincoln's surveying equipment being 
sold to pay off his New Salem debts were 
perceived to cast the candidate in a neg
ative light, and was enough to cause 
other biographies to be rewritten. Surely 
a biography or campaign document that 
openly criticized Lincoln's stance on 
slavery, even if those stances were based 
on unpopular extremism or explained 
away, would not do. It is therefore almost 
a certainty that, with Codding's agree
ment, the book was suppressed and near
ly all copies destroyed. Hence the book is 
extremely scarce today. 

There are other dues to support the 
idea that the book was suppressed. One 
cannot use the explanation that the book 
was cheaply constructed, thus contribut
ing to its rarity (an argument one can per
haps make for the Chicago Scripps). The 
book is a well-constructed piece 8 3/16 

continued, next page 
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inches by 5 1/16 inches, 96 pages in 
length. It has been noted as being bound 
in wrappers that vary in color from olive 
green, Nile green, gray green, light green 
and a single copy in a unique deep pink. 

According to the Online Computer 
Library Center (OCLC), and in addition to 
other known copies, only seven originals 
of Ichabod Codding's "Republican 
Manual" are known to exist, alJ housed in 
institutional collections. There are 
copies at Indiana University, Allegheny 
College (Ida M. Tarbell Collection), 
Brown University, Tulane University, The 
Henry E. Huntington Library in San 
Marino, California (from the William H. 
Lambert Collection), The Lincoln 
Museum in Fort Wayne, Indiana (which 
owns the unique copy in pink wrappers), 
and two copies reside in the Henry 
Horner Collection of the Illinois State 
Historical Library. 

In telling the story of Codding's 
book, R. Gerald McMurtry portrayed 
Codding as a "well-intentioned radical." 
His actions, sincere yet misguided, pro
duced a rarity that those of us who col
lect Lincoln books have little hope of 
adding to our collection. It is curious that 
it was a result of Coc\ding's allegiance to 
the Republican Party, and his apparent 
willingness to destroy the major portion 
of a book into which he invested no little 
amount of labor, that created for him a 
special niche for inspired collectors 
some 140 years later. 

Abraham Lincoln's fondness for 
reading and how he used that useful skill 
as both entertainment and a vehicle to 
advance his station in life is well known. 
He loved spending leisure hours in his 
law office reading newspapers, often out 
loud, much to the distraction of his part
ner William H. Herndon. And while his 
personal library was rather modest for a 
man of his station in life, there were cer
tain books that he constantly kept close 
by, including those by Shakespeare and 
Burns. There is one obscure incident in 
Abraham Lincoln's life where he interact
ed with a particular book, not as a read
er, but as a distributor. 

An arrangement was struck between 
Lincoln and John Marshall of 
Shawneetown, located in Gallatin County, 
very near the point on the Ohio River 

where the states of Illinois, Indiana, and 
Kentucky meet. Marshall, an immigrant 
from Ireland, was an early Illinois pio
neer. He served as a delegate to the first 
Illinois Territorial Assembly, during 

John Marshall's first bank in Shawneetown, 
Illinois, was located in his home, pictured here. 

which the assembly chartered the first 
four privately chartered banks in the ter
ritory, one of which owned by Marshall. 
His bank was located in the Marshall 
home in Shawneetown, the vault consist
ing of a stout box constructed of oak 
studded with spikes. This original vault 
is now in the collection of the Chicago 
Historical Society. 

Despite the collapse of Marshall's 
bank during an economic crisis that 
swept through Illinois in the 1820s, the 
Shawneetown bank retained its charter, 
and in the prosperity brought about by 
the internal improvements schemes of the 
1830s, the financial institution flourished. 
In fact, the Shawneetown area in general 
became an important economic center in 
the state. In 1841, the bank moved into an 
elaborate and costly four-story stone and 
masonry building. The structure, which 
still stands, is the oldest building in 
Il'linois built specifically as a bank. It is 
now an Illinois State Historic Site. 

In addition to being a successful 
businessman, John Marshall was also 
active in Illinois politics as a Whig. As 
such he met Abraham Lincoln. In 1854 
Marshall enlisted his friend from 
Springfield to aid him in the distribution 
of a book written by Marshall's daughter. 

Sarah Marshall Hayden was born in 
1825, and received a classical education 
on the east coast. At the tender age of 16, 
she tried her hand at writing, and pro
duced a novel titled Early Engagements: 
and Florence. She did nothing with the 
manuscript until 1854, when it was pub-
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lished by the Cincinnati firm of Moore, 
Anderson, Wilstach & Keys. Seeking to 
have his daughter's book distributed in 
Springfield, Marshall contacted his politi
cal associate there. Lincoln's role in the 
enterprise is revealed in a letter he wrote 
Marshall dated February 8, 1854. 

Apparently Marshall had written 
Lincoln on the 1st of that month, at the 
same time sent Lincoln 50 copies of his 
daughter's book by express. Lincoln 
reported that he picked up the books at 
the express office and that he took "twen
ty-three of them to one Book-Store [iden
tified by store records as the Springfield 
firm of Birchall & Owen] & twenty-four at 
another, for sale, at a commission of ten 
percent .... " Lincoln continued, "of the 
other three books, I took one to the 
Register, one to the Journal [ apparently 
for review purposes], and took one home 
with me. I found that the editors and 
booksellers had all previously seen favor
able notices of the work; and one of the 
booksellers had sent an order to 
Cincinnati for some copies of it." Lincoln 
promised to send Marshall copies of any 
notices of the book that might appear in 
the local papers. 

As for the volume Lincoln was 
allowed to keep as his "commission" for 
distributing Ms. Hayden's book, Lincoln 
reported to her father that "I am not 
much of a reader of this sort of literature; 
but my wife got hold of the volume I took 
home, read it half through last night, and 
is greatly interested in it." 

So, how did the successful attorney 
feel about being asked to act as a deliv
eryman for an aspmng author? 
Apparently he found it quite enjoyable. In 
concluding his letter to Marshall he 
reported, "My attention to this matter has 
been rather a pleasure than a trouble." 

And while the part Lincoln played in 
Sarah Marshall Hayden's first literary 
effort was small, it did help launch a very 
successful career. Other novels followed, 
along with a large number of works of 
both poetry and prose which was widely 
published in magazines and newspapers. 
Hayden wrote under both her name and 
the pseudonym "Mary Frazaer." At the 
Chicago World's Fair of 1893, Sarah 
Marshall Hayden was honored as 
"Illinois' First Woman Authoress." And to 
think, it all started with a book once dis
tributed by Abraham Lincoln. "cb 
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Abraham Lincoln in Worcester in 1848: 
A ~1EXICAN WAR WIDOW AND LINCOLN RELATIVE WRITES OF HIS VISIT 

Melanie A. Martin, MD. 

"At length the truth came, with its thrilling details of 
victory and blood - of glory and grief. A bright and 
glowing page was added to our Nation's history; but 
then too, in eternal silence, lay Clay, and McKee, and 

Yell, and Lincoln, and our own beloved Hardin." 

- Abraham Lincoln, July 25 1850, Chicago. 
From his Eulogy on President Zachary Taylor, who died earlier in the day. 

I
n 1848, Lincoln was completing his term as House 
Representative from lllinois. Earlier in the year, he had spo
ken out in the 30th Congress in opposition to the Mexican 
War and the slave trade in the District of Columbia. By April, 
he realized that his beau-ideal of a statesman, Henry Clay, 
stood no chance in the upcoming 1848 presidential election, 

and urged other Whigs to throw their support behind the hero of 
the Mexican War, Gen. Zachary Taylor. In Congress that summer, 
he spoke out against Gen. Lewis Cass, the Democratic presiden
tial candidate from Michigan, and mocked him for "double dip
ping" and receiving federal pay from multiple sources. In 
September, Lincoln and his family traveled to New England, where 
he took his stump speech for Taylor on the road. He was not seek
ing re-election, as he was adhering to the previously crafted plan in 
which he and fellow Whig congressmen would rotate their turn at 
one term in Congress, and his term was expiring. However, being 
the consummate politician, he was hoping to deflect criticism at 
home, where many constituents had had doubts about his patrio
tism when he had dared to question the rationale behind the 
Mexican War. Furthermore, he wanted to keep his options open for 
a possible position in the Taylor administration. I. 

By 1848, Worcester, Massachusetts had officially become a 
"city," growing to a population of more than 17,000. The first 
mayor elected was Levi Lincoln, Jr., former Governor of 
Massachusetts (1825-34). He had also been a Judge of the 
Supreme Court, Collector of the Port of Boston, and a Member of 
Congress for 6 years. Many other members of this particular 
branch of the Lincoln family had distinguished themselves in 
politics as well. Levi's father, the elder Levi Lincoln, had been a 
zealous fighter for American Independence, and as a state dele
gate, helped frame the Massachusetts state Constitution - which 
became the model for the United States Constitution. He had 
been the U.S. Attorney-General under Thomas Jefferson, and 
afterwards Governor of Massachusetts. Levi's brother, Enoch, 
had served as Governor of Maine. 

Mayor Lincoln was a presidential elector in 1848, and 
presided over the electoral college. At age 66, he was in a posi
tion to enjoy being one of the most prominent men in Worcester, 
where factories and steam-powered manufacturing businesses 
were helping it blossom into an industrial city. It was also fast 
becoming known as an abolitionist city, with the anti-slavery and 
suffrage movements creating considerable political upheaval. 
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Six years later three fugitive slaves would be arrested in Boston, 
despite the statute forbidding the arrest of fugitive slaves by 
police in Massachusetts, and the incident would unleash a pow
erful protest in Boston by nine hundred people from the 
Worcester area, including Thomas Wentworth Higginson.2-

Levi Lincoln, Jr. was married to the former Penelope 
Winslow Sever, a Mayflower descendent, and their son George 
Lincoln was born on October 19, 1816. He was educated at 
Leicester Academy and Harvard Un,iversity, which he left in his 
second year to pursue adventures on the high seas, accompany
ing a relative and friend who was in charge of a ship sailing to 
India. After one particularly harrowing incident abroad, in 
which he was left in charge of the ship after the captain died and 
many of the crew were stricken with disease, he found his way 
home. George was married in Worcester on May 24, 1839, to 
Nancy DeVillers Hoard of New York. Their only child, Ann 
DeVillers Lincoln, was born in 1840. Nancy Hoard Lincoln's 
maternal grandfather was Louis DeVillers, a French-born military 
officer who had been a bodyguard for Louis XVI, and who came 
to America in 1783 along with General Rochambeau to support 
the newly-formed democracy. Louis' daughter, also named 
Nancy, had married Silvius Hoard, an early settler of Antwerp, 
New York, where he worked as a land agent and postmaster 
before becoming proprietor of the Ontario House at Niagara Falls. 
They had five children, including Nancy, who was born in 1820. 

Not long after George and Nancy were married, George, 
ever the adventuresome spirit, learned that the government was 
about to increase the army for the suppression of the Seminole 
War in Florida. He solicited a commission, was appointed 
Second Lieutenant in the 4th Regiment of Infantry, and immedi
ately entered upon active duty. In 1840 he was promoted to 
First Lieutenant and transferred to the 8th Infantry. The out
break of the Mexican War found him in Tampa Bay, Florida, and 
he went with the first forces to Mexico. He served with men 
from other distinguished families, such as Lt. Col. Henry Clay, Jr., 
and others who were distinguished in their own right, such as 
Col. Archibald Yell, the former Governor of Arkansas, and Col. 
John J. Hardin, a former Whig Congressman from Illinois. For 
distinguished service at the Battles of Palo Alto and Reseca de la 
Palma, where he saved the life of a fellow officer, he was appoint
ed Assistant Adjutant General with the brevet rank of Captain 
on the 8th of July, 1846, and was directed to report in person to 
Major-General Taylor. In the Battle of Buena Vista, he was 
attached to the staff of General Wool where he served alongside 
a soldier named Irwin McDowell and another young soldier from 
Virginia, an Assistant Engineer named Robert E. Lee. On 
February 23, 1847, while facing the troops, and rallying the men 
in the hottest of the fight, he was shot in the back of the head 
with a musket ball and instantly killed. He was 31 years old. A 
week before his death, he had been promoted Captain, but did 
not live to be commissioned. The Battle of Buena Vista ended 
the war in that region of Mexico and marked the beginning of a 
tide of victories that ultimately ended the war. It was also the 
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battle that carried Zachary Taylor to the Presidency. After Capt. 
Lincoln's death, his young widow legally changed the name of 
her 6 year-old daughter Ann to "Georgianna" in tribute to her 
husband, and lived in her father-in-law's household in 
Worcester. Another tribute to Captain Lincoln would follow in 
1849, when another young Captain in the 8th Infantry by the 
name of James Longstreet and his men would build a fort along 
the Seco Creek in Texas that was to serve as one of the "first-line 
frontier defenses," protecting settlers from Indian attacks. They 
named it Fort Lincoln. 

In September 1848, a little more than a year and a half after 
Capt. George Lincoln's death, a 39 year-old outspoken 
Congressman from Hlinois named Abraham Lincoln came to 
Massachusetts to attend the Whig Convention and saw for the 
first time the state of his forebears. His ancestor Samuel Lincoln 
Sr. emigrated from England to Hingham, Massachusetts in 1637. 
One of Samuel's sons, Mordecai, was the direct ancestor of 
Abraham. Another son, Samuel Jr., was the great-great-grandfa
ther of Levi Lincoln, Jr. Thus, they were distant relatives, techni
calty speaking: fourth cousins twice removed. He arrived in 
Worcester on September 12, intending to stay overnight as a 
stop on the campaign trail. A prominent Worcester lawyer and 
politician (who would later become Governor), Alexander 
Bullock invited him to speak at the meeting. And so it came to 
be that the day that he arrived in Worcester, Lincoln stood on 
the steps of the old City Hall and gave a speech to the citizens of 
the city in which he wholeheartedly supported Taylor as Whig 
presidential candidate, and spoke of his fears of the extension of 
slavery to new territories. He spoke for an hour and a half. 

The Boston Advertiser said of his speech: 
"Mr. Lincoln has a very tall and thin figure, with an intellectu

al face, showing a searching mind, and a cool judgment. He spoke 
in a clear and cool, and very eloquent manner ... carrying the audi
ence with him in his able arguments and brilliant illustrations- only 
interrupted by warm and frequent applause .... 

At the close of this truly masterly and convincing speech, the 
audience gave three enthusiastic cheers for Illinois, and three more 
for the eloquent Whig member from that State. " 

Whig papers like the Boston Atlas pronounced it "one of the 
best speeches ever heard in Worcester." 3-

As Governor, Levi Lincoln had hosted many distinguished 
visitors before, including Lafayette, John Quincy Adams, Daniel 
Webster and Henry Clay, at his stately home on Main Street in 
Worcester. A beautiful and large Greek Revival mansion, it had 
been his home from birth to 1835, when he built a new home far
ther up the hill on what would be Elm Street. Now, as the Mayor 
of Worcester and with the Whig Convention in town, he was not 
about to miss an opportunity to play the gracious host and hob
nob with the attendees. He was known as a "gentleman of the 
old school" who liked the customs of his youth, one being the 
serving of his pudding before the meat which was formerly done 
in all the New England homes.4• He decided to have a grand 
party and entertain some 300 guests. Massachusetts 
Congressman Robert Winthrop and Rufus Choate, the founder of 
the Whig Party in Massachusetts, were to attend, as well as a few 
other Members of Congress. Also invited was the young 
Congressman from Illinois who had earlier in the day given the 
impressive speech at City Hall, Abraham Lincoln. During the din-
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ner, the esteemed Governor and the frontier Congressman joked 
as to their presumed relationship. Abraham Lincoln said to his 
host: "I hope we both belong, as the Scotch say, to the same 
clan; but I know one thing, we both are good Whigs."5• Governor 
Lincoln's hospitality made a great impression on him, for he was 
not at this time used to high society. Years later, Lincoln, recall
ing his visit to Worcester, 
remarked upon his dinner 
that night in these words: 
"That was a grand dinner, a 
superb dinner, by far the 
finest I ever saw in my life." 
6. Four days later, Nancy 
Hoard Lincoln wrote to her 
mother, Nancy De Villers 
Hoard, about that histori
cal evening. 

As a collector who has always had a particular interest in 
Lincoln's early years, I was intrigued when I saw a document 
offered for sale on eBay with this teasing description: "dated 
September 16, 1848, it appears to be written by a woman and 
describes a dinner attended by 'Mr. Lincoln from Illinois' ... the 
writer is 'N.H. Lincoln' - a relative of Abraham Lincoln?". 
Knowing full well it was not going to be Nancy Hanks Lincoln, it 
nonetheless captured my interest. With the date in mind, cou
pled with the fact that it was written from "Worcester", I quickly 
discovered that the Whig Convention had taken place at that 
time in that city. More research followed, and with the names in 
the letter as clues, the following background came to light.. .and 
the discovery that N.H. Lincoln was indeed a relative of Abraham 
Lincoln. This is the Jetter ... 

Worcester, September 16th '48 

My Dear Mother, 
I will commence this letter by giving you something of an idea of 

the grand Whig Convention which was held last-Wednesday in this city, & 
of the part we took in the affair. You know I mentioned that the Mayor was 
not decided as to what sort of an entertainment he would give, but it was 
finally fixed upon that Tuesday Evening should be the lime and that an 
Evening party for gentlemen alone should be given; accordingly prepara
tions were made. The waiters sent for in Boston, &c. Tuesday Morning 
they came, & immediately went about laying the Tables which extended the 
entire length of the west Parlors. Penel arranged three very large, & most 
beautiful vases of Flowers for each end and the center of the table, & what 
with a perfect blaze of lights & boquets on both Mantle pieces, the rooms 
presented a most brilliant and beautiful appearance. The variety & profu
sion of edibles was very great and was done ample justice to by nearly 
three hundred gentlemen delegates &c who assembled here about 10 
o'clock. Some came earlier but the greater portion did not arrive until the 
meeting at the City Hall was over. Mr. Lincoln received his company in our 
common Parlors, and I should think in less than a quarter of an hour they 
were so full that they stood should to shoulder as close as possible. Aunt 
Adeline, who arrived the Friday before, Sarah, Penel, & myself, seated our
selves in the upper entry, & by dint of watching through the banisters, and 
dodging repeatedly when then gentlemen came half way up the stairs to 
place their hats &c in places of security, we contrived to get a peek of 
almost all who entered the rooms. When the company had all assembled 
we went down to take the final look at the table, which was then looking 
more inviting and beautiful than ever, having four Pyramids of Ice Cream, 
& smoking dishes of Escaloped Oysters; in addition to what we had before 
seen - after taking a hasty survey we made a hasty retreat & left the whole 
to be devoured by what we afterwards judged to be a famished assembly 
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- for the next half hour we were all in the kitchen washing & wiping the 
dishes as they were brought out, these were the scenes "behind the cur
tain" but we enjoyed it, & were amply repaid by hearing such bursts of 
laughter and shouts as constantly met our ears. The Worcester gentlemen 
stood back, when the supper was announced saying among, themselves, 
"we have so often been here and partaken of the Governor's hospi1tality" 
that now the strangers must be cared for first, - and it was quite remark
able to see the attention that was bestowed in that respect - Mr. Lincoln of 
Illinois was prese11t - Mr. Hudson, Mr. Grinnell', & several other members 
of Congress. The Champaign flowed bountifully & after partaking of this, 
or hot Coffee which of course the Temperance part preferred!, the Company 
dispersed after a most jovial meeting, & refreshing repast. The cooking 
was perfect, and everything conspired to make the whole affair go off well. 
On Wednesday we had a dinner Party of fourteen gentlemen, a greater 
number was expected but from the fact of being on different committees 
&c we were disappointed in a few - Among those present was the Hon. 
Robert C. Winthrop, speaker of the house of Representatives, the Hon. 
Rufus Choate, Judge Warren, Mr. Grinnell, & several other gentlemen from 
Boston whose names would not be familiar to you. Mr. Hudson was one 
of the invited guests who was prevented from coming. I believe there were 
six Congressmen present, but being strangers I cannot now recall the 
names. The Ladies of the family were not present for which I heartily 
rejoiced, though I should have likedl to have 'barely seen some of the 
guests. The dinner was rather hurried from the fact that the Convention 
adjourned only for an hour & a _ and they must be prompt to lose none of 
the proceedings. Mr. Choate made a glorious and most beautiful speech, 
which all agreed in thinking will do much for the cause. I should have been 
delighted' to hear it for he is considered one of the most finished and elo
quent orators of the day-About an hour after dinner, one of the Taylor 
Clubs from Boston marched up, accompanied by a fine Band, halted in front 
of the house, and then an elderly gentlemen stepped from the ranks, gave 
the word, Three Cheers for the Mansion of Gov. Lincoln, and a long life to 
himself & family, this was most heartily done and then the Band struck up 
some lively quick step, this being over the same person stepped forth again, 
made some very feeling & handsome allusion to George in connection with 
Gen. Taylor, and requested that in addition to the compliment which had just 
been paid that the Band should perform a piece appropriate to his memory. 
This was done in a most impressive manner, while the whole assembly 
stood with heads uncovered, and being over they marched down the hill to 
the drums & fife. It was a gratifying though painful scene, & distressed me 
very much at the time, but knowing it was all meant in the greatest kindness 
& respect, I of course yielded my own feelings, & received it as it was 
intended, though I could not but think it was ill-timed. 

I had my second visit last Evening from Capt. Hill; he came up in 
the afternoon train, spent 3 hours with me and returned again this morn
ing to Boston. He was to spend today there with his children at Jamaica 
Plains, six miles out of the City, and leave there Monday Morning direct for 
Baltimore. The Captain's health is retched, and we all think he has the 
marks of that fearftil disease Consumption already fixed upon him; he 
coughs quite badly, has a peculiar huskiness in his voice, and really looks 
as though one of our severe northern winters should seal his fate. He 
seems apprehensive himself, and feared that his cough was something1 
more serious than a cold. He desired to be remembered to his friends in 
0, & said it had been his intention to go to Plattsburgh & around through 
that country while he was absent, but his time had expired & he must has
ten back to duty. Capt. Hill told me that the 8th Regiment had been ordered 
to New Mexico. Just think of that move, & of the suffering of those who 
are left behind, & the privation & exposure of those who accompany the 
troops to those out of the world stations. The 2nd Infantry goes to 
California, & sail next month from New York. They poor souls have a five 
or six month voyage before them -years of separation from friends & hor
rible stations I suppose when they reach there - Capt. Reese & Bouford 
have both been Bvt. Lt. Colonals. I long to hear from Mrs. R. to see what 
she says of her prospects ahead. I don't see how any of the Ladies can 
accompany their husbands at first. Do you? Whatever they may do after
wards--The Box which I promised to send on containing the lounge 
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Mattress was forwarded last Friday and ought to reach you very soon after 
this letter. The contents I hope you will make some use of for I felt after all 
that they were scarcely worth sending' - you will see the covers of two pil
lows belonging to the Lounge, but the pillows themselves have been dis
tributed in widely separated directions. One you converted into a bed for the 
crib last winter, & the other George had in Mexico. After the note was writ
ten which you will findi in the Box, Georgiana concluded to send her worsted 
Spinen to sissy, & I thought it would be acceptable as then each of the chil
dren would have one & little boys wear them as much as girls. I had also a 
small package of Flower seeds that l intended to send on but forgot them at 
the time, & will forward them by instalments in my letters. I don't think 
much of the white & yellow Portulacea, but for varietys sake enclose them. 
I received a short note from Soph some days since in which she mentioned 
having been quite ill. I hope before this she will have reached home & then 
shall expect one of her longest letters. The book of Capt. Carlton's you will 
find in the box - by the way, did you know the Capt. was married. I saw it 
announced a few days since to a Lady in Brooklyn, & he was not long dis
consolate after his late engagement with Miss Loring of Boston. I am glad 
your room is so nearly finished and hope it will be a comfortable one when 
done. I wish I was able dear Mother to send on "my mite' towards paying 
the expenses, but at present I am not. I have never received a third remit
tance from Washington and sha'II not after Mr. Hudson returns which will not 
be 'till the first week in December. In the meantime I shall be obliged to call 
upon Mr. Lincoln for whatever I want & return the amount to him afterwards 
- but whenever I have it in my power dear Mother, you may be sure I shall 
not be tardy in doing my part - for your assistance and comfort. I heartiry 
wish you could see the whole amount speedily paid for I know it will trou
ble you as long as it is not, & I do not see when it can be done unless your 
wild land is sold. Mrs. Mason has a young son, born a few days since, tis 
a fine child & she is doing very well. The young gentleman's wardrobe is 
most beautiful. She seems to have had contributions from all her friends 
and the articles are all of the nicest kind. We have already had several severe 
frosts so that the gardens are looking in a retched plight, and we fear the 
Horticultural show will come off badly - we have after all had quite a good 
supply of Peaches and they have been very fine - much better than they 
were last year. I have taken this extra half sheet thinking I should not be then 
obliged to crop my letter, but I found even then I had not space enough to 
say al withou,t a few lines more - but I will not add but a word or two, & that 
is to say that I am glad that you have at last heard from George & his Wife 
& that they are established in a home of their own. Give my love to all 
friends. Kiss the children & believe me your affectionate dal!lghter ... 

N.H. Lincoln 

Postscript: I find this letter so thick that I will not enclose the seeds till1 

some other time. Monday Morning - I received by yesterdays mail a long 
letter ... The Col. is with her at present - they expect to leave for New Mexico 
the last of November. She says her husba11d is very well indeed and is 
delighted with his stranger baby & that he has completely won the childs 
affections from her- Mrs. R. seems to dread their new station and partingI 
from her family very much, though she says she will not allow her husband 
to go without her. Gen. Worth has the command of the 9th Department and 
has for his troops the 8th Regiment & part of some other Infantry 
Regiments besides several Companies of Dragoons & Artillery - quite an 
imposing command and he will have things all his own way - & I will not 
write more - my letter will not get to the mail in time. - Love to all. 

Notes 
1) Joh1:1 Kornacki. Website: Our Old House, Mr. Lincoln's Congress. 
2) Michael LeBarron and Andrea Hubbard. Website for WPI Archives and 
Special Collections, George C. Gordon Library, A Brief History of Worcester. 
3) John Kornacki. 
4) John Pearl Spears, Old Landmarks and Historic Spots of Old Worcester, 
Commonwealth Press Worcester Mass. 19311. 
5) The Edwards & Lincoln Kinship, Spyglass Books, 2000. 
6) John Pearl Spears, Old Landmarks and Historic Spots of Old 
Worcester, Commonwealth Press Worcester Mass. 1931. 
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UN-COVERING THE f ACTS: 

THE MYSTERY OF THE LINCOLN DEATH-BED COVERLET. 

At the request of several institutions seeking to authenticate a major Lincoln relic being offered for sale, we discovered quite 
a mystery: what happened to the bed cover from the Petersen Boarding House ... the cover on which Lincoln died? Pictured 
on the left, we find the textile identified in Twenty Days as "the red, white and blue Irish worsted coverlet under which Lincoln 
died." We further learn that "It was last seen when exhibited in Springfield in 1915 ... " at which point it was apparently stolen, 
never to be seen again. 

There are no attributions or credits for the photograph in the book nor could we find any corresponding information that val
idates the item. So ... whether or not it is the cover, who can say? 

This past October, an item represented as the actual cover (pictured on the right) was listed in an internet auction - this after 
RiJ;:;;;;;Jl!~~iii;;;;iolllll~=~IOl6o.:3i~ being privately offered to several national collections. The auction was cancelled after just 

two clays without any bids - the minimum was $8,000. The listing read: "My ancestors are 
William and Anna Petersen, the couple who owned the Petersen Boarding House where 
Lincoln died the evening he was assassinated. Although the furniture was purchased at auc-

•·: tion by William Boyd, the bedding was retained by my family and donated to various muse
ums over time. We are selling to highest bidder the bed cover from the bed that was used by 
Mr. Lincoln (as well by Mary Todd as a shawl that evening). We have an affidavit to the authen
ticity as well as the genealogy of those who owned the bed cover. In 1986 we had a profes
sional appraisal of the bed cover to retail value of $7,800." At this point, we contacted the sell
er, a man in Missouri, and asked about his claim of having the relic. 

He corresponded back: "Dear Sir, in case you haven't noticed I have retracted the sale of 
the item. I have received many, many, requests and have spent a great deal of time answering 
those questions and sending pictures. The buck 
stops here. The only reason why I am responding to 
your request is you have shown genuine interest in 
the article and you are not just trying to wait until 
the last minute to get a 'bargain.' If you are truly 
interested in this piece and are not going to try to 
take it just because of the starting price being so 

low, call me at -. My name is Robert. If you are only interested in profiting from this item trying to re-sell it before you have to 
buy it, don't waist either of our time. Please don't misunderstand, I am willing to work with someone who really wants it financially, 
but I will respect and be honest with people and I demand the same of others." Now ... we were sincerely interested (and remain 
so!) so we pursued the matter. Robert wrote to tell us that: 

My mother always told me that it was Mary Todd Lincolns shawl. She was told as it was handed down to her, that Mrs. Lincoln 
wore it that night to the opera. That is why we always referred to it as a 'shawl'. It wasn't until we hired this investigator that we learned 
of the fact that it was used as a bed coverlet on the bed that Lincoln died on. His reasons were quite simple, he couldn't find any evi
dence of a shawl worn that night by Mrs. Lincoln but he did find evidence that the 'shaw/' was used as a bed cover for the girl's bed in 
the room and on the bed where Lincoln died. Mrs. Petersen always had claimed that there was a bed cover in her possession, even in 
1921. It is a fact that she had the pillow cases and a pendant. We have a letter from the Lincoln National Life Foundation in Fort Wayne 
Indiana dated 12/19/68. In this same letter it talks about the Mary Todd Lincoln shawl that came from Anna Petersen Thomas in 1939. 
So, they did take possession of the pillow cases but they never got the 'shawl'. 

Here is where we stand - I personally believe that the bed coverlet in question was used on the bed that Lincoln died on, usually, 
but for whatever reason on that night one of two things happened. 1st, the bed cover was taken off the bed when they brought the 
President in and later offered to Mrs. Lincoln to wear, due to the weather. 2nd, this bed coverlet that was on the bed when Mr. Lincoln 
was brought in but was replaced by another one during the night. It would make perfect sense because it is not a heavy spread. I don't 
think it belonged to Mrs. Lincoln at all until that evening. Maybe the perfume bottle or pendant was a return favor for using the shawl, 
I don't know. What I am sure of is it is connected in some way to that evening and in that house but all the people surrounding it are 
dead. I tried to speak to John Butler, the appraiser ... dead. I can't find anyway of figuring this thing out. The appraiser did say, interest
ingly, that to Pauline it was considered a bed cover but to Anna Louise it is considered a shawl. The appraiser also states that since 
Pauline gave the shawl to Louise for safe keeping, she would not have claimed it as her own but merely placed it in the safe deposit 
box along with the pillow cases. I would welcome anyone who is knowledgeable in the history to look at this with the documentation 
to figure this out. I don't think anyone would question where it came from and that it was in the house that night but how it was used 
that night, short of a DNA test which I can't afford, we may never know ... " } 

continued, next pad 
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Robert forwarded a copy of a ''Certificate of Appraisal" by a John Charles Butler, Sr. 
Member, American Society of Appraisers and the International Society of Appraisers. Drafted 
in 1986, the document details that the "Soft-woolen Paisley Shawl, measuring approximately 
68 x 64 inches (unstretched and exclusive of macrame) ... with fringe having a stylized block 
border; a very typical Paisley design of an arabesque clover-leaf pattern ... is of the period, 
1865." Butler further attests to that fact (possibility?) that it "could have come" from the 
Petersen House. He states for the record that he did "not find one authoritative piece of evi
dence that it once belonged to Mrs. Mary Todd Lincoln nor that she took or wore it..." The 
document conludes with an incredibly puzzling paragraph: "It is this appraiser's considered 
opinion that this shawl was once used as a coverlet on the bed in which President Lincoln 
died and was once the property of Pauline Petersen (Wenzing) and has descended in the 
Petersen Family lineage since that time (see attached family genealogy and probable descent 
of the shawl). In no way is this meant to be read and understood as being THE coverlet at the 
time of President Lincoln's death. As such I find that its fair market value to be $7,500." 

Now ... we interpret the above as follows: the appraiser, after conducting extensive 
research, determined that the coverlet most likely came from the Petersen Boarding House, 
and may have at one point covered the bed Lincoln died on ... but is definitely not the cover 
from the bed that night. Based on his conclusions, we then have trouble understanding the 
appraisal. We assume that for a "might be" relic somehow tied to that fateful night, it could 
well be worth $7,500. But, who would spend that much on such a tangential item? 

There is no questioning of Robert's lineage, his family ties as a Petersen, the likely suc

The Petersen Boarding House as it 
appeared in the late 1880s or early 1890s. 

This was after Oldroyd had taken up 
residence to install his collection/museum. 

cession of ownership for the coverlet/shawl - none of this remains in question. We just have (Cabinet card photograph, Rail Splitter Archives.) 
some doubts as to attribution for the textile. If it could be adequately proven to be the cov-
erlet from that night, what would it be worth? The simple answer is: priceless. But ... should 
the verified coverlet surface, we could expect it to sell for well over one million dollars. Be it the discovery of documentation that authenticates 
Robert's coverlet, the discovery of the example pictured in Twenty Days - accompanied by provenance, or perphaps another item surfacing ... the 
search continues! 

0 0 
0 Don't 

tell me those 
Rail Splitters have 

been at this for nine 
full years! 

Auction Consignments Wanted! 
Join our celebration of nine years of publishing with 

m:be l\atl ~plttter 
Ninth Annual All-Lincoln & Civil War Auction! 

Please contact us immediately if you have anything you would like to consign. 
This year's auction will be our biggest and best yet! 

Call or write to us today: 

Box 275, New York, NY 10044. Tel: 212/980-7031 or 212/691-1224 E-Mail: splitter@rcn.com 
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P 
aper shows continue to be a great source of material, despite inroads by the internet. In the Northeast, a substantial amount of 
material printed in the Philadelphia area appears at these shows, some of a mundane nature, although a blockbuster occa
sionally surfaces. Such was the case recently, when Rail 
Splitter Rex Stark of Gardner, MA acquired a pro-Lincoln 
election broadside from 1864 at a Hartford show fre-
quented by numerous collectors. The 9 1/4 x 13" broad

side, Statement by a Union Soldier, was issued less than a month 
before the General election. In it, the soldier relates how he was 
a P.O.W. staying at General Hospital No. 21 in Richmond: 

... on the last day of August, 1864, the Director of said 
Hospital waited on him and promised to parole him and to permit 
him to return home if he would promise to vote for Geo. B. 
McClellan at the approaching election; that he, the said FRANKLIN 
SCHWENK, in order to escape from Starvation and Rebel Atrocity, 
did make such promise, and therefore was paroled. The said 
FRANKLIN SCHWENK further says, under his solemn oath, that all 
prisoners of said Hospital who frankly and positively said that they 
would vote for Abraham Lincoln were not paroled, but remained 
in said Hospital. 

In a concise manner, this piece of negative campaign 
ephemera not only disparages the Democratic candidate, but 
maligns the Confederates, as well. If the hospital personnel saw 
this, they must have exclaimed: 
"Damn Yankees! ls there no honor left?!" 

We Need Your Help! 
Please contribute to this Journal ... 

with any articles, letters, 
photographs, short features, etc., 

you can share! 

The Rail Splitter 
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In the next issue of The Rail Splitter, 
Steve Coon writes on Leonard Volk; 

Dr. Norm Boas writes on William Franklin Berry, 
Abraham Lincoln's Business Partner in New Salem; 
Tom Trescott guides us to The Twenty Books You 
Should Have on the Assassination of Lincoln; and 
Nancy Rosin shares Valentines and Romance in 

the Civil War: A Collector's Journey. 

The Rail Splitter 
Post Office Box 275 
New York, New York 10044 
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