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Historical Beachcombing

The Collectible Mr. Lincoln

Dr. Edmund B. Sullivan

Collecting “Lincolniana”, a term in existence
by the mid-18607s is a direct contradiction to
Anne Morrow Lindburgh’s otherwise pre-
scdent comment that one cannot collect all the

shells on the beach.

Abraham Lincoln was a collectible subject
within days of his death and by the end of the
nineteenth century he was a multi-faceted
industry: An incredible variety of “seashells”
attracted would-be collectors, and that attrac-
tion continues these 130 years later, today’s
collectors just as highly motivated and just as
varied in their interests.

There are many Lincolns to collect: cam-
paigner; president, savior of the nation, martyr,
emandpator, Pantheon hero and the spirit of
democracy are immediately obvious. All of
which make Abraham Lincoln the single most
popular political Americana subject.

A few months after Lincoln’s death, William
Spencer published the first compilation of ser-
mons, eulogies, artides, etc. Charles Hall pub-
lished his Memorial Lincoln Bibliography in
1870. This publication was su ed by
Daniel Fish’s Lincoln Bibliography in 1906,
which was in turn replacecy by Jay
Monaghan’s monumental two-volume bibli-
ography published in 1945. In 1873 Andrew
Zabriski published a catalog listing 189 numis-
matic items, and in 1911 Frederick Meserve
published a comprehensive listing of Lincoln
photographs, which further research expanded

in later years.

All this activity suggests that collecting
Abraham Lincoln was a growth industry vir-
tually from the fifteenth of April, 1865. Ralph
Newman, one of the leading dealers of Lincoln
manuscripts and papers for more than 60
years, estimated that there were perhaps
10,000 collectors by the 1940s — many moti-
vated, no doubt, by this large volume of inven-

tory-type publica-
tions and catalogs.

The first genera-
tion of Lincoln col-
lectors was a
formidable group:
Osborn  Olroyd,
Daniel Fish,
Charles McLellan,
William Lambert, Judd Stewart and Joseph
Oakleaf. All were wealthy and fervent admir-
ers of Lincoln. For Olroyd, collecting Lincoln
was “a sacred trust”. At one time he owned
Lincoln’s Springfield home which he convert-
ed to a museum. His collection was purchased
by Congress in 1927 and is now the major
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holding of the Smithsonian Institution’s
Lincoln collection. Lambert was believed to
have the largest collection in the country when
its 6,000 items went on the block in 1914.
McLellan, a Confederate Army veteran
despite being a native of Sﬁn’ngﬁeld, [llinois,
amassed a similarly large collection; it eventu-
ally passed into the possession of Brown
University’s John Hay Library. Stewart’s col-
lection is now owned by the Huntington
Library in Pasadena and Oakleaf’s collection is
omrilgby Indiana University.

The most notable figure in the second gen-
eration of Lincoln collectors was Oliver
Barrett, “a veritable Croesus” and perhaps the
most tireless bloodhound among these early
collectors. His collection brought $273,610
when it was sold at auction in 1952. Another
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As evidenced by this early effort to cre-
ate a “Bibliographia Lincolniana,” the term
“Lincolniana” has been in use since the assas-
sination. This letter, discovered last year by
rare-book dealer Glenn Horowitz, was appar-
ently sent to a number of manuscript collectors
in 1866.
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FROM THE PUBLISHER. .

“A Labor of Love!”

In the field of Americana, publishing
now seems to be the popular sport. To
paraphrase author H.L. Mencken, the
impulse behind such efforts is always
more orgiastic than reflective. This in
mind, I needed to make certain we had
good reason for going to press. Our
mandate came with the answers to three

estions; Were we serving an identifi-
able community? Were we providing
something of worth to that oommur:éy
— something otherwise not provided?
And, most important, could we afford to
undertake such a venture?

Our “community” has no borders but
enjoys the commonality of a shared pas-
sion: the love of Lincoln, the love of
American history. We number many
different citizens in this community —
the numismatists, the philatelists, the
ephemerists, not to mention the occa-
sional scholar and collector. But what of
substance could we offer? It would be
arrogant to claim discovery of an over-
looked tribe — those interested in the
material culture of [L.ﬂ‘lcoln and his con-
temporaries. Over the past 130 years,
thezmve been innumerable jou}:'nals.
quarterlies, and association-newsletters
addressing every aspect of Lincoln —
almost to the point of obscene minutia.
Yet, only on occasion, are the “crass”
interests of collectors and dealers —
those committed to the hunt for artifacts
— addressed. Academics have always
divorced discussions of worth from dis-
cussions of dollars and cents.  While
appropriate, it unfortunately relegates
tgg artifacts we love to only serving as
illustrations that accompany the more
“scholarly” work. Simply put — we
offerin tKis journal exactly what | want
to read. New finds. Details on items in
the market. What something sold for in
an auction. Who are the players? How
do 1 know if it's a fake? How do I find
resources to help? Sure...on occasion we
will deviate with a more erudite study.
But overall, our mission is to bni
together those interested in the col-
lectibles of this country’s most interest-
ing time, and share knowledge, insight,

and, yes... community.

Our generous sponsors made the third

question moot. Their belief in this ven-
ture provided the opportunity to find
other “Rail Splitters” and secure our
R}lace. To them, we are deeply indebted.
ow we ask for your help. Please con-
sider adding depth and breadth to this
project: write an article, propose a fea-
ture, provide pictures of interesting finds
(and the stories that go with them).

When asked to write a brief essay on
collecting for the two-volume work,
Running For President edited by
Arthur Schlesinger Jr. (Simon &
Schuster, 1994) I reflected that:

“Collectors of political Americana are
indebted to Thomas Jefferson for pro-
viding the rationale for what may be
irrational behavior. In an 1817 letter to
John Adams, Jefferson wrote that ‘a
morsel of genuine history is a thing so
rare as to be always valuable.” What a
wonderful justification for acquisitive
behavior! These of us preoccupied with
the search for campaign buttons, rib-
bons, and ferrotypes are helping in that
cause of rescuing priceless ‘morsels of
genuine history.” Of course few would
accuse the average collector of such self-
lessness—but there is an element of truth
to Jefferson’s thought. The reason so
many artifacts of our electoral history
still exist is because people have valued
them. From George Washington's first
oath of office in 1789, Americans have
saved and treasured memorabilia that
provide a direct link to those we elect to
office. And while this link is often dis-
tant, it is material and very personal.

Whenever asked why I collect presi-
dential campaign memorabilia, |
respond ‘Fix in your mind an image of
Abraham Lincoln.’ I then reach into my
wallet and remove a five-dollar bill. ‘Is
this the picture you were thinking of?’
The answer is usually yes. I then ask the
person to think of another image of
Lincoln. The image remains the same:
that of a bearded, weathered sixteenth

president.

When [ think of Lincoln, | visualize
the Matthew Brady portrait taken a few
hours before his 1%?0 Cooper Union

speech in New York City. The truly rich
portrait shows a warmth in the gean—
shaven candidate that is missing from
later photographs. Lincoln credited the
photo with helping him to win the elec-
tion. Those who value presidential
ephemera value all this, as well as the
incidental knowl that exactly 127
different pictures of Lincoln were taken
from his g.rst sitting in 1846 as a lawyer
in Springfield to a postmortem picture
taken nine days aﬁc::' the President’s
assassination. The historical knowledge
required of collectors gives them an
appredation of the real Lincoln, who
was a wily, often manipulative
politician, as well as our noblest states-
man. Theattribution ‘Honest Abe” is not
a later creation of legend or dema-
ery. Like the contemporary sound

ite, it was a campaign slogan used on
silk ribbons in his érrslt national cam-
paign. Collectors of political Americana

relish the knowledge gained with each
acquisition. The ‘morsels,” therefore, are
not just material.”.

1 hope you enjoy The Rail Splitter and
I look forward to sharing stories and
news with you for many years to come.
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Sullivan, cont. -...

eminent collector of this generation was New Deal lllinois governor Henry Homer: His collection went to the lllinois State Historical Society
in 1940,

The most noteworthy figure in the third generation was John Doyle DeWitt, a Hartford Insurance execu-

tive whose collection is now housed in the University of Hartford's Museum of American Political Life.
And there were hundreds if not thousands, of less wealthy but equally energetic collectors. Certainly,
the very popular 1909 Lincoln Centennial celebration generated many more collectors and that is like-
ly true for subsequent Lincoln anniversaries.

Now in the 1990s it would seem to some that the “beach” is barren. Not at all. No would-be wllector
need be disappointed, even though most dassicand significant items are in publicand private libraries
and museums forever out of market circulation. The time for building a general Lincoln collection of
dassic proportions is long past. Occasionally, high-powered items come on the market via the major

New York City auction galleries or in lesser known auctions and sales of political Americana. Such

arrivals often rate attention by the mass media and bring record prices OLviously the competition

remains fierce.

The: lmmartal
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and saner Here is a list of topics worth exploring, Certainly other topics can be added and each expand- AT oS

ed or defined in terms of one’s imagination, energy and pocketbook. Please remember that collecting " LINCOLNIANA
Abraham Lincoln is more than a hobby: Lincoln collectors are part of a noble tradition, devoted to o by s

keeping alive the deeds and memory of our greatest president. SRR AP

& 1. Cartoons. Look espedially for the wonderful 1860 and 1864 Currier anp Ives examples, Most were
issued in black and white but a colored gem shows up occasionally: Consider the usually hostile cartoons from
the pages of Vaniry Fair and other European publications, the both sympathetic and unfriendly cartoons from
Harrer's Weekty, Frank Lestie's [Lrustraten Weekty, humor weeklies and other mass-aulture publications.

. ~ . - & . - i . i Sl
@ 2. Sheet Music. There is a superior abundance ranging from the large four-page issues with illustrat- PARKKREMAET CALLTRIAL - (n
ed covers to the much smalley; hand-colored Charles Magnus songsheets. Campaign music, mourning music,
and patriotic music from later years show up often on the market.

SWANN GALLERIES Por I

is the oldest and largest U.S. auctioneer specializing in

Rare Books
Autographs & Manuscripts
Maps & Atlases
Photographs
Works of Art on Paper

. Ninth-plate ruby-glass ambeotype poraic of Abraham Lincol
e condu(.“ 35 I R { stitbotad 10 Badeick A, Cole, o 163815 be wohd o April 4.
and frequently offer Lincolniana and related material.

April 4: Photographs ([/lustrated Catalogue $23 in U.5./$35 elsewhere) -
April 20; Rare Books ([/lustrated Catalogue $25) M e f":""“-"’- &
April 27: Printed & Manuscript Americana /"“’, é it dr e
Including Peoperty from the Newberry Library (Catalogue $15) /&, P PP g /fm, if
For further information, please contact Gary Garland, e
tel: (212) 2544710 fax: (212) 979-1017 Drarcts 13, 1a5n I
| : i Autograph Documeis Signed by Lincoln, dated 8 manth before his death, in & profusely
e et o i il ot TS s R b

SWANN GALLERIES

104 East 25th Street, New York, NY 10010 = (212) 254-4710




& 3. Lapel Pieces. Collectors favor 1860 and 1864 “ferrotypes” and ribbons, but there is also an immense variety of lapel pieces issued
well into modem times.

@ 4 Textiles. Not an easy topic to collect. les ranging from bandannas to e banners occasionally come on the market set-
ting off a mad scramble among collectors when they do. Perhaps slightly more available are campaign flags and they are known in an inter-
esting variety of designs. Patience is a virtue with this topic.

@ 5.Folk Art. There is an inaredible variety of Lincoln-related works in just about every medium, indudin
etchings on dried tree fungi! Nearly all examples were created after his death, and for the 1909 Centennial -a l-ugﬁ
point in terms of volume. A fasdnating, but expensive field to collect.

@ 6. Photography: Lincoln and popular pho hy arrived nearly simultaneously on the American
scene. Because he w;;s one of the most photggrat;lﬂdapce ebrities of his 3'l?ime there is much to collect. This
topic can lead into all kinds of side roads: Lincoln as a war president, hence Civil War scenes and personal-
ities, for example. A superior technical knowledge of lestoriwI photography is absolutely essential.
Forgeries and reproductions are numerous.

@ 7.China and Glassware. There is not a great deal to collect in this area unless it includes items issued
after Lincoln’s death, then it’s an enjoyable pursuit. The rare parianware bust illustrated herein is one of the
few known china and glass items from the 1860 campaign. There is a slightly larger variety from the 1864
campaign and a few pieces of patriotic china issued during the War. Among the latter are alphabet plates
picturing Lincoln and other Civil War figures.

@ 8. Numismatics. Perhaps the first Lincolniana field, it remains very popular today. Lincoln and
political numismatics is a highly specialized field requiring a superior nmhnicaf’ohnwledge. Look for cam-
paign medalets, Civil War tokens, medals and similar awards issued by all kinds of organizations — both
American and foreign. This remains one of my favorite collecting topics with many beautiful designs offer-
ing considerable pleasure to those who appreciate this kind of art.

In addition to countless other areas of collecting Lincolniana: philately; books, aungraph and manuscript material, artfacts and relics etc,
one can also collect Lincolniana from another direction, viz, by choosing topics which cross over the above categories For example:

#@ 9. Lincoln the Campaigner. This is probably the most popular topic among the current generation of Lincoln collectors.
Flags, lapel pieces, medallic issues and bmadspiléles appear on the market fairly often. Expect plenty of competition and a high price

Without a doubt,
The Political Gallery
has offered the
premier selection of
Lincoln
memorabilia
available anywhere
in recent years. Send
$5 to receive our
next illustrated
auction, or $20 for
four catalogs (issued
3-4 times a year),

Pictured above is just a selection of the 3408

several hundred Lincoln campaign items The POhtlcal Gallery

which have appeared in our catalogs over QN AscBcones Ked RN W ViR pofsics Fampali 81 Smoris $ASSE NS
5335 North Tacoma, suite 24+ Indianapolis, Indiana 46220

the last five years! PHONE: (317) 257-0863 FAX: (317) 2549167




range.

& 10. Lincoln the Marr?rr. A rich subject in the variety of
interesting material much of which is easily found in a wide
range of prices. Look for sheet music, numismatics, lapel pins
and ribbons, even scrimshaw, and much more.

@ 11. Lincoln the Pantheon Hero. Abraham Lincoln and
George Washington are the only occupants of the American
Pantheon. That is the context which shapes their legacies.
Together they are our apotheosis: Washington, the fact‘ﬁer of
His Country, and Lincoln, its Savior. Neither is quite real any-
more and perhaps they are better known to most Americans as
myths, helping to sell automobiles, invoke honesty in politics
and indulge ourselves in gccasional patriotic orgies. Thus look
for items depicting both. One uncommeon example, an artisti-
aally striking 1865 poster titles them “Columbia’s Noblest
Sons.” Like Washington, Lincoln is a perennially popular fig-
ure in mass culture. He is a Hollywood favorite, is pictured on
a wide mix of manufactured goods and is an advertising icon,
the subject of children’s books and until recently a schoolhouse
model of patriotic integrir?i. So just imagine, an unlimited vol-

]

ume of collectible materia

A knowledgeable collector is the true collector Know your subject
and know it well. In the next issue, I will provide a comprehensive
bibliography for those interested in learning more about the field
— “required reading” for those who value insight as much as any
acquisition.

Dr: Edmund B. Sullivan is founding director and former curator
of the Museum of American Political Life at the University of
Hartford in Connecticut. He has authored numerous books on the
history of political Americana.

BEGINNING WITH OUR NEXT ISSUE...

We are pleased to offer our readers the

opportunity to write in with any ques-

tions concerning an artifact. The his-
tory and provenance necessary to
identify an item will be discussed by
our own Dr. Edmund B, Sullivan.
Questions concerning “value” and

“worth” will be handled by The Rail

Splitrer editors. Please be sure to

¢ include a photograph and as much

I detail as possible.

(7 monmental underfaking..
“THE LINCOLN PuBLIC WORKS PROJECT”

We are soliciting your help in what should be a fun
project. For the past 130 years, cities and villages
across the American landscape have erected statues
and busts of our 16th president. Likewise, there are
numerous parks and buildings, sites of architectural
interest, named in his honor. When you spot one of
these artistic homages, take a snapshot and send it
along. Please be sure to include any pertinent infor-
mation (location, artist, title, age, etc.) together with
any stories or personal reflections you have (“why
this is my favorite statue”). It's a good excuse for you
to get out of the house — just stay clear of the pigeons!
a = —————
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TiI1s WONDERFUL STATUE SIT5 IN FRONT OF THE NEW YORK
Crry Asradam Lincoin Housing PROFCT ON THE EAST
SIDE OF MADISON AVENUE AT 133RD STREET. ERECTED IN
1948, THE STATUE SITS JUST OFF THE STREET AT A HEIGHT OF 10
3", Tue artist, CHARLES KECK, IS QUITE RESPECTED FOR HIS
MONUMENT 10 Farner Dusry THAT siTs 1N TIMES SQUARE
(ACTUALLY, THE CORRECT NAME 15 “Dufry SQUARE” ) AS WELL
AS THE BrooriyN War MeMoORIAL o8 CADMAN PLAZA AND
THE PYLONS THAT GREET YOU AT THE ENTRANCE OF COLUMBIA
UxiversiTy at 116TH anD Broapway, KECK MAY HAVE
FOUND INSPIRATION FOR HIS LINCOLN STATUE FROM THE
WORK OF HIS TEACHER, AUGUSTUS SAINT-GAUDENS, WHO
DEDICATED' A SIMILAR MONUMENT IN CHICAGO IN 1926. THIs
HARLEM STATUE WAS CAST AT A FOUNDRY IN CoroNA, QUEENS
— THE Roman Bronze Works, KECK DID NOT START WORK
ON THIS UNTITLED LINCOLN STATUE UNTIL HE WAS 73 YEARS
oLp. DAy VISITS TO THIS BEAUTIFUL SCULPTED BRONZE ARE
RECOMMENDED,




The Assassination of Lincoln and the New York Herald of April 15, 1865

By Eric C. Caren

[ must confess that I have very ambivalent feelings when
someone mentions the Heratp of the 15th to me. On the
one hand, | am quite proud that | own five of the six known
editions of this paper plus a singular rarity in the form of an
unrecorded 8:45 edition! Unfortunately, barely a week pass-
es without at least one phone call or letter from yet another
proud owner of an “original” issue of this quintessential
Lincoln assassination souvenir. How is it that so many peo-
ple own HeraLDs of the 15th? The answer is quite simple
and I can recite it in my sleep due to hundreds of rehearsals:
“Chances are good that your treasured ooqg[' of the HERALD

tion on next page). If it passes, then congratulations! You are
the proud owner of a genuine Lincoln assassination newspa-
per; and a good one at that. It is no fluke that this paper has
so often been reprinted. While the Tives was also around at
the time of the assassination, the HERALD was really the
paper of record. James Gordon Bennett, owner and publish-
er, was the first newspaperman to make extensive use of the
telegraph. This factor; combined with a huge army of war
correspondents, insured that the Heratp got the news
quickly and presented it in a comprehensive manner to its
mammoth subscriber base. | personally believe that no other

of the 15th is a reprint.” “But it looks so old and yellowed!” paper covered the assassination as closely. The proof I offer
An original o is the simple
doidldk  THE NEW YORK HERALD.  fihrthe
fresh and be — Herarp got
off white for WHOLE N0, 10,483, NEW YORK. SATURDAY, APRIL 15 1%eh. PRICE POUR ORNTS. out an
it was printed w7 & = i EEfmmme==  ynprecedent-
on durgbie Iﬂl’ﬂ“_ﬁﬂ I =i 2 Iﬁx l1 ﬂAo" T edgcvtehn egj-
rag paper. s | : tions that dav.
"Bgug l\pdn (B g Mol |t g Idhaveﬁorély E
Caren, I'm : identified two
sure you are DEATH editions of
mistaken. = b fri the TRiBUNE
This paper - PRESIDENT !! and the
has bﬁe{? = - Times. | am
assed down e | retty sure
'g:n the family  .; wessaues wesesh it el Ehattzo other
or genera- e it newspaper
tiongsi” Mm et Iy =" equalx?cﬁptche
sure that's the i THE REBELS. feat of six
case (Sir or ESAPE OF THE ATRASOL {3 - |aere. oav ot namas one-day
Madame) for o seoiumsst a2 " {10 2ot Aot b0 0 9 extras!
they started Weahlagton. i e
re-printin o 3 i ordhy Al vy oth newspa-
the?se as eg;r]y e a8 o b T per collectors
as 1876 for e IR s » and Lincoln
the collectors seek
Centennial.” these papers
“Well, you for their col-
obviously lections. This
don’t recog- demand has
nize a gen- driven prices
uine antique up for the
when you see various edi-
one and tions. The
besides this 2:00 a.m. and

icture on the front page of Lincoln proves that my heir-

oom is a priceless original!” Now at this point, most normal

ople would cave in and pay homage to the damn thing,
Eit I always feel duty-bound to cru?h beyond doubt the
retirement dreams of M or Mrs, Proud Owner by inform-
ing them that unfortunately, none of the original editions
contained a picture of Lincoln on the front-page or any page
for that matter!

Now if you made it through the above conversation and
your paper still seems genuine, I suggest that you check it
against the Library of Congress reprint circular (see illustra-

the 3:00 a.m, seem to be the ones most commonly found
and are currently worth approximately $750-850 —
depending on condition, of course. The other editions are
rarer and they often bring between $1,000-1,500. As for the
unrecorded 8:45 edition, I have the only copy known and, of
course, to me it is priceless!

Eric C. Caren is the proprietar of The Caren Archive. P.J. Box 185, Lincolndale. NY
10540, specializing in historical memorabilia and rare newspapers. Additionally, he is
president of The Newspaper Callectors Society of America (For info write: NCSA. Box 19134,

Lansing, MI 48901) and is a former director of The Ephemera Saciety of America.



INFORMATION CIRCULAR 12

{Interim, revised 1972)

I'HE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT - SERIAL DIVISION
THE NEW YORK HERALD

April 15, 1865

The New York Herald of Saturday, April 13, 1865, carried a good account of the
assassination af President Abraham Lincoln; for this reason it has been reprinted
many rimes.

President Lincoln was shot at 9:30 pim., Friday, April 14, 1865, while seated ina
box at Ford's Theater. About the same time Secretary of State Seward, one of his
sons, and a servant were knifed by an assassin who invaded their home. Lincoln was
removed to a house across the street fram the theater where he died at 7:22 a.m,
Saturday morning.

News of the attacks reached the New York Herald by telegraph in time to make
the first edition. Several other editions were issued during the day, reporting later
developments; Lincoln’s death, and the inauguration of Vice President Andrew
Johnson as President.

The several original editions, six columns wide and printed on rag paper, can be
distinguished by variations in the arrangement of textual material and captions,
especially on page 1. Four editions haye been identified; they are categorized by the
time of the latest news bulletin contained, as follows:

2:00 a.m. Regular edition.

8 pages. A one-sentence “Two o'clock am.” bulletin appears just aboye the caption
*Press Dispatches” in the third column and “The State Capital” appears near the
top of the fourth column of the first page.

3:00 a.m. Special edition.

8 pages, The first, second, and third columns on page one are same as the 2:00 a.m.
edition. In the fourth column the caption, “The State Capital,” has been replaced by
“The Latest News” and contains a sub-heading *Secretary Stanton to General Dix,
War Department, Washington; April 15— 3:00 a.m.” “The State Capital” has been
moved to the sixth column.

10:00 a.m. Special edition

4 pages, the inside ones being identical to pages 4,5, and 8 of the 2:00 a.m. and 3:00
a.m. editions and so numbered. The fifth column of the first page is headed
*Postscript...Death of the President.” This is the first edition with heavy black col-
umn lines, which are limited to a portion of the fifth column.

2:00 pm. Inauguration Edition.

8 pages, pages 2 through 7 being the same as the 2:00 2.m. and the 3:00 a.m. edi-
tions. All columns on the first page have heayy lines; captions in the fifth column
upder “Postscript” name as 10:00 a.n. Special Edition with the addition of a reward
notice. The caption “The Rebels” has slipped from the fifth column to the sixth col-
umn, displacing other items. The eighth page has been significantly changed by the
addition of a bold-faced caption “Extra” in the second column and “Inauguration
of...Johnson"in the fourth column. Inexplicably the date “Friday, April 14, 1865
appears in the running head on page eight of this edition.

A 10:00 a.m. “Reward Edition” and a 330 p.m, “Spedial Edition” have also been
reported.

Most of the issues of the New York Herald for April 15, 1865, now treasured as
originals are in fact reprints of little or no value, They are usually printed on wood
pulp paper rather dark in color and of poor quality. Few are facsimiles of an original
edition and nearly all are reprints with extensive rearrangement of text. Most have
heavy column lines and consist of two or four unnumbered pages. Some of the
reprints have a portrait of President Lincoln, without beard, on the [ront page;
many include large advertisements on the inside pages for such items as Kitchell’s
Liniment, Smith's Buchu Lythia Pills, Dr. Archambault’s Paris Vital Sparks, or
Grain-0) Coffee.

A few of the reprints include text reproduced from the 2:00 a.m. Regular Edition,
but most purport to be an 8:10 a.m. “Mourning Edition” the existence of the origi-
nal of which has never been proved.

- historical china with American political,
patriotie, military,naval or antislavery
motifs circa 1770-1870. Liver
lustreware, Staffordshire, parian,
enamels, Bennington, lithophanes,
canary, basalt, stoneware, redy

sulfides, etc. Immediate

Rex Stark, 49 Wethersfield Road
Bellingham, MA 02019

Call 508996620994 anytime

An outstanding selection of political silks for Lincoln
and his contemporaries, Call for pri
I publish top quality catalogs of histori
Americana, fully illustrated, with prices from
$35.000. Political, military, Old West, advert
early sports, 19th century photography, folk art,
graphic arts, much more.
Subscription $15 for five issues.
Rex Stark
49 Wethersfield Road
Bellingham, MA 02019
Telephone 50896620994




In the Hlark efp/ace

Keeping up with the trade in Lincoln memorabilia and collectibles is an ongoing task.
hether by direct sale or auction, we plan to apprise our readers whenever significant itents
change hands. But we need your help. Please let us know when you hear of something in the

market. Send us any clippings, auction notices, prices-realized, and photos you come across.
We want to place an entphasis on the diversity of material and hope to reach areas of interest
for each of our readers. For our first few issues, we are going to play “catch-up” and review
material from the past three years (when we first planned to publish this journal!).

Many collectors of political
Americana consider Lincoln por-
trait flags to be the definitive cam-
paign artifact. Unlike the more
often found flags featuring the
candidates’ names, those with
portraits are rarely encountered
fonly four from the 1864 cam-
paign are currently extant with
only a few more _frmn 1860). In
addition to the obvious desirabili-
ty of the pivotal campaigns they
represent, these pieces were acti-
aﬁy used as part of the election
process — many are still affixed
to their sticks used for waving
This example was auctioned last
February by Arizona dealer Tom
French for $6,050. It is 11" x 187,
has some fading to the red color-
ing, with a 3" tear at the bottom.
Int this field, condition and the rar-
ity of an item clearly dictate price
level. Three years ago, a superior
— and prew’mrsﬁ; urknown
example sold for $20,000. This
month, another example, the
“Wide Awake” portrait flag
depicted in Herb Collins’” Threads

of History, traded hands at the
same level.




This beautiful * Lincoln from Life” bust by L. W. Volk sold
at the end of 1993 ina Douglas auction in Massachusetts,
The plaster likeness is 32" high and went to a European
dealer for $4.400.
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Sloan's of Bethesda auctioned in
September, 1993 the pen Lincoln used to
sign the Homestead Bill, May 20, 1862.
This item carried some rather convine-
ing provenance: a hand-written note
from then Secretary of State John Hay.
The auctioneer cited as further prove-
nance that Sotheby's had sold another
pen and John Hay note from the same
collection — said pen used by Lincoln to
draft the Gettysburg Address. This
example brought $10,000 plus a 10%

premium.



Last August 6th, in upstate Copake, New York, this previously unknown Lincoln and Hamlin red, white,
and blue hand-painted campaign horm was sold to a New England collector for $2,530. It is similar in size
and construction to horns made in the 1880 3 ‘
and ‘90's — leaving origination questions in
the minds of several bfafvr:; All but fwo
dropped out when the auctioneer hit the
$1,000 level with a contest ensuing between
someone in the house and a telephone bid-
der. The gentleman in the audience finally
won the ttem. While opinions on legitimacy differ— one collector pointing out that the fabricated metal
was not cost-effective for the pe-rim?— another respected scholar noting fﬁﬂt he had seen a similar piece for
the earlier campaign of James Buchanan — personal conviction and instinct took center stage.

This 2 5/8" x 7 1/4" silk ribbon from the 1860
campaign fs particularly desirable given the
Matthew Brady portraits, This is the image taken
prior to Lincoln’s Cooper Union speech in New
York City — u photograph Lincoln himself later
credited with helping to put him in the White
House. Similar ribbons were issued for the other
candidates: John Bell, John Breckinridge, Stephen
Douglas, and their running-mates. Only three of
these ribbons are known fo have traded hands in
the past ten years. This example was described by
Joe Levine of Presidential Coin and Antiques of
Alexandria, VA as having a “white spot on
Hamlin's right cheek, which appears to be a man-
ufacturing defect.” The ribbon had some minor
soiling and creases and carried an estimate of
$4,500-6,000. It sold for $5,800 plus a 10%
buyer’s premium,

A miniature version of the Gutzon Borglum monument

This combination platform torch and ban- to Lincoln that sits in front of the Essex County
ner was auctioned in July, 1994 at an estate Courthouse in Newark, New Jersey, was sold last August
sale in Perkinsville, Vermont. The sale was by Leslie Hindman of Chicago. Commissioned in 1910,
conducted by Richard Withington and con- tﬁfis artist’s proof is only 22" high and 29" long. With a
sisted of the estate of antique dealer Audrey pre-sale estimate of $15-25,000, this small statue finally
Coniff. This item remained in her inventory sold for an incredible $150,000.

for the last 25 years and had been offered pri-
vately at increasing levels during this period.
The item sold for $7,040 to a Midwest collec-
tor/dealer. Its origins are unclear but Ms.
Coniff had claimed it was issued for the 1865
inaugural ceremonies. It could be a cam-
paign item from 1864 (the reverse slogan of
“Our Country Shall Be One Country” indi-
cates a Cioil War dﬂft’/. It could be some-
thing issued shortly after Lincoln’s
assassination (the obverse slogan “Uncle Abe
We Will Not Forget You!"” having a memori-
al tinge.) It muh? also be an item issued dur-
ing the Reconstruction Period supportin

Andrew Johnson and his efforts to establish
the Lincoln administration policy of reconcil-
iation towards the South. Whatever the case
may be, this is clearly a unique and histori-

cally important item.




This auction
offered five differ-
ent engraved por-
traits depicting
Lincaln's
deathbed. This is
perhaps the mosl
unusual, printed
in Frankfurt most
likely in 1B65-6
for the large
German popula-
S < tion in New York.
=" Estimate; $350,
price realized:
$85 plus 10%.

The front and
“back of an 1864
Lincoln and
Johnson tintype
(campaign “fer-
rotype" ) that
has been affixed to
a 5-inch memorial
ribbon with intricate
rosette, $650 plus
10% against a $350
estimate.

A wonderful example of a "dubious Lincoln post-
mortem.” It is not certain whether this is simply a
Lincoln look-alike, or one of the many images creat-
ed in 1865-70 claimed to be an actual “stolen”
image. (See Kunhardt's Twenty Days.) Pre-sale esti-
mate $650, price realized $280 plus 10%.

This Lincoln and Johnson
campaign image was badly
torn with significant portions
missing from the upper cor-
ners. One of the colorful
Kellogg prints, similar to the
Currier and lves "Grand
National Banners,” the condi-
tion was balanced against the
scarcity and sold for $900
plus 10%. (Estimate: $600.)

Two tintypes in copper matte that have been recessed into an 11" by 8"
period frame. The two images, fram 1864 Brady studio sittings, are

keepsakes that were issued most likely after the assassination. Marked $
on the back is “From Wm. Grace and Co., Poriland, Maine." Estimate TARES IO AW IO Taa g aay, n
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$1.000; price realized $1,500 plus a 10 % buyer's premium.



The Day Lincoln’s Home Sold to the Highest Bidder

This broadside, measuring 11 1/2” x 23" on thin off-
white paper, was found last September at a William Jenack
auction (Chester, New York). It sold for $100 and is only
the second known copy to still exist. The other example is
housed in the collection belonging to the Abraham Lincoln
Birthplace National Historic Site in Hodgenville, Kentucky.
Under the direction of the National Park Service, their
example was donated to the Site in 1975 with the attached
handwritten note: “My dad pulled this off a tree and had it
framed... might like it for the museum. Florence Lloyd-
Jones Barnett.”

While only an “association” piece of ephemera, the won-
derful story behind this announcement makes it a great
find. As hard as it is to imagine, up until this sale, Abraham
Lincoln’s Birthplace was privately-owned property that
almost sold to a whiskey distiller for use in se}]]]ing his spir-
s,

On December 12, 1808, Thomas Lincoln purchased a 300-
acre farm just south of Hodgen's Mill, Kentucky for $200
in cash. As detailed in the Interior Department’s brochure,
“It was in this one-room log cabin near Sinking Sprin

. that ﬁ'le chil
Abraham, was
born to Thomas
and Nancy
Hanks Lincoln
on February 12,
1809, But how
did the property
come to public
auction in a fore-
closure sale in
19057 In a cover-
story for
CorLER's maga-
zine dated
February 10,
1906, the author, who purchased the property on behalf of
the Lincoln Farm Association at this auction, reflected that
“in all these years of growing admiration, of adulation and
confession of a nation’s gratitude, we have overlooked and
forgotten the sterile bit of ground from whence he came.”

The house and property were sold by Thomas Lincoln to
the Creal family who retained ownership for 70 years. As
the article notes, “The people of the vicinity seem only
recently to have awakened to the realization that those
hundred and ten acres (what remained of the original
homestead) had any value beyond their yield of corn and
sorghum.” On two separate occasions, the ownership of
Lincoln’s birthplace was transferred from the Creal family.
In the late 1880’, it became the property of a New York
investor and restaurant owner; A. W. Dennett for the sum
of $3,000. Finandial reverses forced him to abandon plans
to turn the property into a public park. A series of tenant
farmers worked the property in exchange for taxes on the
estate over the next few years. The cabin was finally sold to
an exhibitor who toured it around the country and who, as
recounted, “now holds it intact in a cellar at Stamford,

Connecticut, for ransom. It will never be given back to the
le, to whom it should belong, but it can be bought
aclz and this will be done.”

Various articles announcing the sale of the Lincoln birth-
place were planted at the turn of the century to incite patri-
otic concern. In 1904, an editor referred to the property as
this country’s most “neglected shrine.” Finally, with the
financial help of Coriier’s founder and the support of
Creal’s grangson, lawyers were able to force the county to
publicly sell the property: “Early last August the notice
came that on the 28th day of that month, by order of the
Court of Larue County, Kentucky, the farm upon which
Abraham Lincoln was born was to be sold between the
hours of ten and two from the Court-House steps, at public
outcry, and to the highest bidder.”

One of those bidding on the site was the owner of a
Louisville whiskey distillery who “coveted the property”
having plans to sell flag-decorated bottles with Yabels
inscribed “Lincoln Birthplace Whiskey.” With only two
other bidders, Richard Lloyd Jones, acting on bthf of Mr.
Collier and the Association, won the property for $3,600.
That money — and funds necessary to restore the cabin
and return it to the original site — came from almost a
year of fundraising from other luminary members of the
Lincoln Farm Association such as Samuel Gompers and
William Jennings Bryan,

It is hard for us to imagine attending such a sale in this
day and age.
While the recent

urchaser must

e content with
the broadside,
what a great
addition to “even
the most sophis-
ticated collec-

Commissioners

SALE!

Of the Abraham

tion” the i Lincoln Birthplace.
|:|irthpla|:e itself ;ﬂ?ﬁ
would have R P T e e
been ! By vistanof & Judgment upil Ordec of Salo of

Lallun Cirenit Conet, refilered at the Muy tern
thnrnal 1905, in the abave styled cunin, the wi-
Anrsignsd willon
MONDAY, Audust 28, 1905,

Batween the hanrs of 10 pelock, (A. M. and 3
w'aloels, . M., at tha Conrt Houve door in Hodgen-
ville. Laitne Connty, Ky, Balng the it day of
tha Angust term of the Lalton Connty Geurt. pro-
evod to sxpive ta Pablic Sale, 1o the higheat bld-
der, st publiz sutery, the fellowing desoribed

For a wonder-
ful eyewitness
account of the
auction itself, do
read the
February 10,
1906 CorLer’s
story. If unable
to-obtain a copy,
send a SASE.
to the Editor of
this Journal who
will fladiy for-

ward a copy. |

Sy tal Comtmisshaterof fhe LaRue Clroull Court,
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Torkot. Abraham Lincoln

Book Shop

=3* David Lesser offers in
his February, 1995 Rare Americana catalog sever- Sl"z‘:k"liﬁ_ts Since 1938 in:
al printed pamphlets including various Lincoln Lincolniana
eulogies ($50-75 each), a “Speech of Senator S.A. American Civil War
Douglas of Illinois, on the State of The Union U.S. Presidents
Delivered in the Senate of the United States,
Ianual_'yh3, 11?61," ($100), and a nifehexample Ef [n-Print & Out-of-Print Books:
one of the three 1863 printings of the Gettysbur : f .
Address. This printi ng?a rwn:g age inc]usioz in B mwh_mum' Manuscripts, Documents;
the 93-page Boston “Report of the Joint Special Original Photographs and Prints

Committee on the Burial of Massachusetts Dead
at Gettysburg” is for sale at $1,000.

»#* Those following the autograph market have
seen some dramatic changes over the past two
years. While we plan a full discussion in an
upcoming issue teaturing significant items to
come to market, here is a noteworthy item that
caught our attention: Swann's auctioned as part
of last April's Americana sale an interesting
Lincoln signed document. It was a presidential
pardon to “one Arthur O'Bryan [who] was
indicted and convicted... for an attempt to commit
bestiality.” Signed on verso with a nice presiden-
tial seal, rhe‘cﬁ}-:um{-:nt was countersigned by
Secretary of State William Seward and was dated

August 19, 1861. Pre-sale estimate was $6-8,000 ; i = e chiong
with the winning bid at $14,950 (including Ve e Calu:Ip . _g_sinslc : m‘i :nitin: e -
bu%{cr’s pr}:{emium}. It would be ju:l;t t00 easy to OB ionued ~oihncs
make a joke about this item! I only question

whether the other party involved received a simi- ABRANAN LLINCHLN
lar pardon. BOOK SHOP

357 West Chicago Avenue
*#* Thomas Campbell Antiques of Hawleyville, Chicago, lllinois 60611
Connecticut solEl in January a copy of the Dany 312/944-3085 Fax 9445549
Evening TRAVELLER from Boston dated April 15, Daniel Weinberg, Proprietor

1865 for $295.

»y= Last year, William Jenack auctioned historical items from the

wﬁ,;::}:‘_?:;;;:rm _ collection of Henry Woodhouse nt: upstate New York. These

.t-..p.--;-‘;-',,. ot ko e items were assembled in the 1920's and were put on perma-
e GanL nent exhibit at various public institutions until the heirs dis-
(S 92 solved the estate last year. One interesting item was a framed

collection of relics that included: a “fragment of wood taken
= from the bench where Booth's horse stood,” a “tassel taken

il from the Pall which covered Lincoln’s casket,” and a small
wooden box “Made from the Bier on which the remains of
President A. Lincoln were take (sic) from Washington to
Springfield 11.” The lot fetched $1,400 in spirited bidding
! between two individuals. (Those interested in acquiring similar

relics and aren’t concerned with provenance should contact the

Publisher. We certainly can ” fincF’ plenty of similar items!)
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=y Lincoln advertising card with small albumen paper :
photo afixed. 1864-5. $175, Charles Schwartz Early
Photography, February 1995.



A SHORT-LIVED CONFECTION

The Lincoln Doughnuts

by Donald Ackerman

If you peruse offerings of ﬁh’ﬁca] Americana,

across the appellation “doug

you will occasionally come
ut ferrotype.” The item referred to is a cam-
aign badge containing photographic portraits mounted in a raised circular _
ame. Although it was common practice to use a particular frame design for ™~
successive elections, sometimes spanning 20 years, the “doughnut” frame saw

Hgrs

o

use only in 1860. They came in a variety of sizes and were issued for all four =% ..

candidates. Contemporary advertisements describe

containing correct malaino

! them as “campaign medals...
e likenesses of all the candidates for president and
vice president.” The jobber’s offering further describes them as “Double, silver

mounted” ranging in price from $.25 cents to $.50 cents each; the bigger, the more S

expensive. “Double” meant that there was one photograph on each side. “Silver mounted” meant that

the frames were silvered. They do not qualify as “jugates” (portraits of president and vice president
on the same side); no one has ever bothered fo invent a term that adequately describes this cate-
gory of campaign item, so how about “double?” Seems appropriate. I'don’t know if [ would
refer to them as “medals” (1860 jargon) or as “buttons,” as many collectors refer to them

today. My choice would be “badge.

The largest doctﬁhnut produced, and the most valuable, is cataloged in Ed Sullivan’s edited

American Politi

Badges and Medalets, 1789-1892 as DeWitt AL-1860-77, being 47mm. in

diameter. The original vendors of these items described diameter in coinage terms, vis-a-vis

“fifty dollar gold piece, twenty dollar gold piece, silver half-dollar, silver quarter.” Contrary to
DeWitt's description, the frame appears to

example of DeWitt 77, and curious in that it was

ast four Kcars with better quality s
the fact t

a silvered copper shell, not brass. Figure 1.isan
recycled for use in Lincoln's reelection effort four
cars later. The date “1864” is scratched overhead on both sides. AL-1860-77 has publicly traded hands four times

imens going for between $3,500 and $5,000. These “frequent” appearances belie

at this is a rare and desirable item absent in most collections.

Figure 2. deé_aicis AL-1860-80, 41mm., in diameter. The two largest sizes are always unholed, and

originally ha

Figure 3. depicts AL-1860-83, 38mm. in diameter; and composed of solid
oration is reminiscent of the work of the New York-based diesinker Geo_rﬁe H. Lovett, and indi-
cates a connection between medallic and campaign badge production and de

ring attachments at top. They were often looped with ribbon to be worn.

sign.

The frame on AL-1860-86 (not pictured) is most-often encountered in “red-composition” or
gutta percha. Diameters are 30 and 25mm. AL-1860-87A (30mm.) is shown in Figure 4. It is

probably the most common varie

found. Fi

re 5, is similar to AL-1860-107 and is 25mm.

across. AL-1860-111 (not pictured) is the smallest doughnut made at 23mm. These are wonderful
finds if you come across them at a show — just be certain not to “dunk!”

POLITICAL
ITEMS
WANTED

Political, Historical, Advertising & Misc.
Pinback Buttons, Badges, Ri A
Banners and the Unusual Wanted

COLLECTOR PAYING TOP $$$

CARY DEMONT

P.0. Box 16013
i is, MN 55416
(612) 922-1617

Finder’s Fees Paid
Xerox Photocopy Helpful

J -
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The Rall Splitter invites readers to submit notices of ev

for sale, news of any nature for publication. The Publishe
the right to accept or reject any bulletin.

For Sale: Lincoln Funeral Railroad Car postcards, reproduced
for the first time since issued in Chicago at the G. AR,
National Convention. Send $6 and a S.A.S.E. to: Mike Hook,
912 East State Street, Hastings, MI 49058.

Extensive catalog of Lincoln ephemera, books,
and related-material issued every year. We have exten-
sive resources to search for items on your wanted lists

For Sale: I have several ferrotypes of the 1860-1864-1868 era.
Please write for information and prices. C. Beck, P.O. Box
15305, Ft. Wayne, IN 46885.
i Chuck Hand
310 Monterey Street
s . : o Parls, lllinois 61944
For Sale: Bronze of Lincoln’s hand, from original plaster mold
by Leonard Wells Volk in 1860. Weight approx. ten pounds, on
gricen Italian marble. él\‘lm-'ely,lim ressive }:;ecc of sculpture. PR
Edition size 550, priced for Rail Splitter readers at $1,595.
Send for photographs and details: L.]. Brown and Associates, IPM: 217-463-4555 Fax: 217-463-4555
Historical Fine Art, 1088 Irvine Blvd,, Suite 287, Tustin, CA
92680. Telephone 714/544-0477. — from obscure biographies to Civil War texts — let

us hear from you! Our large catalog is only two-dol-
lars, refundable with your first purchase!

For Sale: Some duplicate Lincoln medals and tokens from my
collection. Richard Crosby, 93 Mystic Harbor, Bradfordwoods,
PA 15015.

University Archives Buys And Sells
Autographs In All Fields Past And Present

We are one of the top dealers of autographed
documents, manuscripts, family correspondence
and more -- of notable individuals in all fields --
from James Monroe to Marilyn Monroe, Louis
XIV to Louie Armstrong, Jackie Robinson to
Jackie O.

University Archives will also appraise and
purchase old letters, books, stamp collections,
and coin collections, and is actively seeking
items ranging in value between $100 and
$1 million.

You can reach us by calling (800) 237-5692,
by faxing (203) 348-3560, or by writing:
University Archives, 600 Summer Street,
Stamford, CT 06901.

University Archives.
5 If there's one
signature collectors

These TWO Meet In O ur recognize, it's ours. ppesifuicin. drgs
Offi C e S E Ve ry D a y- Member: ASDA, APS, Antiquarian Booksellers Association of America,

Manuscript Society, UACC, Ephemera Soclety of America, n




Awher woiefid fu!

Part of the thrill that goes with collecting is unearthing previously unknown items, particularly if they
serve o fill in gray areas not covered by standard historians. One such example is this sky-blue silk rib-
bon. Touting the “Lincoln and Hamlin University of Michigan Republican Club.” it constitutes a singular
19th century reference to political activity by college students. Most 19th century ribbons citing the activ-
ities or support of an organized group mention a trade (“Carpenters for Garfield”), an ethnic group
(Fremont ribbons printed in German). or military status (“Boys in Blue for Hayes and Wheeler™). Fairly
common is the generic “Young Men’s Republican or Democratic Club.”

It is a safe assumption that students throughout this period were politically active (a pocket notebook
from a University of Rochester student containing Wide-Awake songs, poetry, and Greek lessons just
traded hands): however, locating a campaign item containing a college reference is most unusual. Then
again, the campaign of 1860 was a most unusual campaign! The DeWitt collection in Hartford contains a
fabulous “Charlotte Wide-Awake Girls” campaign ribbon. Where else do you see any reference to
involvement by women in mid-19th century major party polities? Perhaps the “politics of inclusion™
began with Lincoln in 1860.

This wonderful item surfaced six months ago at a shopping mall’s antique show down in Florida.

In the next issue of The Rail Splitter, Richard and Kellie Gutman, noted authors
and experts on the imagery o Nilkes Booth, will share the yerience in
collecting the photographs of this country’s most infamous assassi

The Rail Splitter
Post Office Box 275
New York, New York 10044




