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Fun With Lincoln Trading Cards

Clifford Emerick

s we all know, collecting Lincolniana

can be both fun and educational.

Unfortunately, because of its enor-

mous popularity, it can also be expen-

ive. It seems that prices on items
such as autographs and signed commis-
sions are constantly going up - much
faster than my limited income. And, after
all, being a “collector” means being able to
acquire items,

Another problem | was encountering:
my son did not see any excitement to “col-
lecting that old stuff.” 1 had not yet suc-
ceeded in passing on my love of history.
My son’s interests were limited to more
current items such as CD's featuring
demonic covers and baseball cards featur-
ing the latest mega-buck superstars.

Then, as luck would have it, | stum-
bled onto a fascinating area of Lincoln col-
lecting that fits my budget and has allowed
me to spend more time with my son. This

discovery came at a large sports card
show in St. Louis in 1994, My brother, an
avid sports collector, and his son came to
town to attend the event held in the
Cerventes Convention Center. As we
entered the Exhibit Hall that morning, I
braced myself for the long day of fighting
crowds and pretending to be interested in
the ten zillion different baseball card man-
ufacturers. My first pleasant surprise was
that the show itself was enjoyable. Besides
the countless boxes of baseball cards for
sale, there were a number of interesting
events going on including a chance to meet
the real women depicted in A League of
Their Own.

Then came my unexpected discovery.
A number of the dealers either specialized
in or had sidelines in what are called non-
sports cards. These cards offered some-
thing for everybody. There were cards
depicting various television programs
such as “The Three Stooges" and “The
Brady Bunch.” There were cards depicting
virtually every comic book or popular
movie ever made. There were cards depict-
ing historical events. Some cards even
depicted Abraham Lincoln!

Despite my expectations to the con-
trary, | had a marvelous time. | browsed
the booths talking to the dealers and
learned a great deal about this aspect of
the hobby. At the end of the day | caught
up with my brother. He was astonished to
see that | had purchased a small bag of
cards. He was even more amazed that | had
spent the day at the largest sports card
show held in America and came away with
more Lincoln collectibles.

It seems that Lincoln topical cards
have been around for a long time. During
the Civil War, trading cards served a real
purpose. In those days there was no televi-
sion and newspaper pictures were little
more than drawings. Cartes-de-visite such
as the one pictured here by Salisbury, Bro.
and Co. allowed the masses to see what the
news makers of the day really looked like.
Other cards such as the one depicting “Old
Abe” the eagle mascot of the 8th Wisconsin
Regiment, were great money makers.

Later a large number of cards were
issued by tobacco companies. These cards
were meant for adult males who either
smoked or chewed tobacco and were part
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From the Publisher

When a people cease to honor their heroes and great men,
they cease to produce them.

| recently found this written in an old loose-leaf tablet used for a high-school

history class. | can remember being impressed by the power of the message —
no doubt offered by a professor who loved his discipline. While | have no clue
who originally expressed the sentiment, | am certain it is one worth repeating.

We like to believe this journal honors heroes and great men — in particular,
Lincoln. While easy to recognize his greatness, use of the attribution "hero" has
become more difficult — primarily because of the word's changing connotation.
Thanks to gross overuse — the wholesale doling out by the media, much like
medals in the old Soviet Army — the word “hero” has become completely mean-
ingless. Today people are bestowed such praise for simply doing the right
thing, much to the surprise of a cynical public. (And please, forgive me, but
someone explain the oxymoron “sports heroes.” Why is it *heroic” to be able to
exert more force or have keener depth perception and better timing than the
average person?)

| argue that Lincoln is cheated when eulogized as “hero.” It rabs the man of
accomplishments that were truly extraordinary given his time and eircum-
stances. Yes, individual acts and deeds were unguestionably heroic, but these
were executed by — gasp! — a flawed mortal. And if we properly put Mr. Lincoln
in the context of being-a "man” of average abilities (deprived of those "super-
human powers" that so many heroes enjoy) we are that much more moved by
the scope of his actions. And, | like to believe, helps us remember that we all
have the potential to be “heroic."

A few thoughts to preface this issue:

« Several recent letters have commented on our need to have more coverage of
affordable material culture: “While | enjoy reading about record prices for
auction material, | am more interested in learning about those items | can find
with a limited budget..." We appreciate these wishes and are pleased to offer
herein two articles by collectors with just such a perspective. But we need
your help for future issues. Consider sharing your interests with fellow Rajl
Splitters.

» We have been accused of having too much of a “tongue-in-cheek” tone to our
reporting... of being perhaps a little flippant in our editorializing, particularly
for the “In the Market” column. Still, one of our letters tock us to task for not
going in that very direction: “| was sorry you refrained from making a remark
about the ‘Lincoln’ daguerreotype (last R.5.) which looks more like Raymond
Massey..." We hope to find a comfortable balance; but sarcasm just comes so
easy at times.

« And, finally, a Special Notice! We had so much fun with our “Lincoln Day" last
May — despite the lessons we supposedly learned (not to mention swearing
“never again") — we've decided to give it another shot! As we prepare to close
our second year of publishing, we realize that we should offer more than this
journal. Once a year, on our anniversary, The Rail Splitter will host an all-
Lincolniana auction. We hope future auctions will be similar in depth and
breadth to our 1996 sale, but can promise they will at least offer something
for everyone at all price-levels. We have also decided that every two years we
will help organize another Lincoln Day.

At this time we are proud to announce plans for our next celebration — Lincoln
in Indianapolis . This event will be organized for June, 1998 with the help of
Indiana Rail Splitters:

David Yount, newly-elected State Representative

Tom Slater, owner/proprietor, The Political Gallery

John Pieifer, preeminent collector of 19th century political photography
We hope you can join us, We will keep you advised as plans come together.

And this year's auction will take place in May. Please let us know if you have
any consignments you would like for us to consider.

Best wishes for the holiday season.

e T
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Rail Splitter Jim Wiemers of Dorsey, lllinois sent
along photos of two different Lincoln statues from
his “neck of the woods.”

A life-size, standing
figure of Lincoln
appears — appropri-
ately enough —on a
pedestal situated in
Bunker Hill, lllinois.
Erected in 1904, it
was paid for by
Captain Charles
Clinton of Company
B, 1st Missouri
Cavalry, in honor of
the many men he
recruited to serve
with him in the Civil
War. The nine-foot
granite base is
inscribed “Lincoln
1809-1865." The
woman at the base is
adding the phrase
“with malice towards
none” to the inscrip-
tion. We are told that other examples of this exact statue
but with different bases can be found in both Ohio and
Towa.

The Lincoln-Douglas statues stand at the site of their last
debate held in Alton, lllinois. Designed by Texas sculptor
Jerry McKenna, they were dedicated on Oct. 15th 1995,
for the 137th anniversary of the contest. Money for the
sculptures and refurbishing the Lincoln-Douglas square
came from the public sale of engraved bricks used to sur-
round the base of the statues. “The Little Giant™ appears
to be blowing off some steam, while “Honest Abe” careful-
ly considers his response.

Thanks go out to Jim - truly a “stand-up guy!”




Fun With Lincoln
Trading Cards

of large promotional cam-
paigns. Though the cards
were meant to have edu-
cational wvalue, they
weren't always accurate,
The “Heroes of History”
card, an insert card that
came with Royal Bengals
Little Cigars, is a case in
point. On the obverse, in
its biographical sketch on
Linecoln, it says he was
*elected president in 1860,
twelve years after his
famous debates with
Stephen A. Douglas.™ They
were only off by ten years.

Other cards were aimed at consumers
of household goods such as this from J. L.
Larkin & Co. promoting their "Sweet
Home" soap, Such cards were rarely
sought by collectors determined to com-
plete a set. Instead they were put into fam-
ily scrapbooks along with newspaper
clippings and other paper items for infor-
mation and recreational purposes.

Most Lincoln cards are found in sets
depicting the presidents. Several sets of
presidential cards have been issued by
candy companies. Most of these sets
included promotional offers to redeem for
either additional candy or other goodies.
They often have interesting stories behind
them. One early set was issued by the
United States Caramel Company: They pro-
duced a set of 30 cards depicting waist up
portraits. Each president was available
with three different color backgrounds:
blue, orange, or red.
The company offered
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with Franklin Roosevelt.
Thus the set only included
14 cards. The Lincoln card
depicts a chest up portrait
set on a red background.
The bottom of the card
lists the product name “lig
Saw Nougat.” The back of
the card has a brief bio-
graphical sketch of the
Great Emancipator. By
sending in a 1/2" section
off the back of each of the
14 cards, one could
redeem the pieces for a
“Picture Puzzle Weekly."

The Independent Candy
Company of Chicago pro-
duced a set of cards
depicting Washington
through Herbert Hoover. The front design
was an ornate oval frame surrounding the
chest up picture. “Abraham Lincoln” is
printed in a box below his portrait. The
back of the card contains a brief biograph-
ical sketch printed in green ink. The cards
are poorly printed and are not considered
popular with collectors.

Finally, in 1938, American Chicle pro-
duced a miniature set of presidents cards
measuring only 5/8" x 1 5/16". These cards
were included in the small packs of gum.
They are printed on red and white paper.
The front of the Lincoln card includes
a small portrait. "Abraham Lincoln, 16th
PRESIDENT, 1809-1865" is printed beneath
the picture in three lines. Beneath are the
words “BANNER SAVE THIS COUPON FOR
A FREE PRIZE." The back is the coupon for
the prizes. They are not expensive with a
catalog value of only $5. Still, they are con-
sidered scarce since
the cards are quite

a free box of
caramels to anyone
who could complete
a set, This proved
almost impossible
because the compa-
ny evidently didn't
produce any William
MecKinley cards or at
least none have ever
been found. If you
were lucky enough to
find one at a flea mar-
ket, it would sell for
at least $1,500 -
opposed to the $2
value placed on the
other members of the
set.

Gold Brand
Confectionery's pres-
idential set started
with Abraham
Lincoln and ended
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small and the back
coupon was often
redeemed for prizes.
Trading cards were
revolutionized in 1933
when the Goudy Gum
Company of Boston
introduced “Indian
Gum” and “Big
League™” sets aimed at
kids instead of adults.
Despite the
Great Depression, the
colorful  wrappers,
large stick of gum,
and the larger card
size were an instant
success and com-
pletely changed the
whole card concept
into bubble gum
cards. The era is dis-
tinguished by the vast
number and variety of

cards that have been produced. A number
of these have included Lincoln or Lincoln
related cards.

One set is the “Time Marches On”
series of 48 cards. The set illustrates
important events from Columbus’ landing
to Franklin D. Roosevelt. The cards are
numbered 601-648, Number 648 features
Abraham Lincoln and the Gettysburg
Address. The front of the card is numbered
with “TIME MARCHES ON" across the top.

Leaf Brands produced several sets of
Cardo Trading Cards. One set of six cards
depicted various presidents of the United
States including Abraham Lincoln (#W-16).
The front of the Lincoln card features a
multi-color drawing of Lincoln with wide
margins. There are four small line drawings
in each margin. Below the picture is the
caption “ABRAHAM LINCOLN." The
reverse of the card is in blue, lists the
series, subgroup, card number and a brief
biographical sketch.

In 1949 Topps marketed a truly unique
series of cards known as “Magic¢ Photo”
cards. The set consisted of 252 cards that
were actually blank until the image was
developed by wetting the surface and
applying a developing agent that was
included with the pack. As you can imag-
ine, a number of cards were over-and-
under developed. Still, it was quite a value
for either a penny or a nickel per pack. The
only Lincoln item in the set is from Series-
M Famous Landmarks number 5 which fea-
tured the Lincoln Memorial.

In 1952 Topps issued one of its classic
sets. It was the “Look ‘n See" set of 135
cards. The obverse depicts famous people
in magnificent color above caption frames
containing their names. The back of the
card is orange-red cardboard. The package
the card came in contained a piece of red
cellophane to reveal a secret hidden
answer to a question. Card number 4 fea-

continued on following page
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Fun With Lincoln
Trading Cards

tures Lincoln, It is a full
color portrait of Lincoln
in front of a draped
American flag and the
Presidential Seal is just
above the right top of the
title caption.

Even Cracker-lacks
has featured “presidents”
cards. The cards them-
selves do not mention
Cracker-Jacks. However,
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“Scoop” set. It was
issued in 1954 by Topps.
Its theme was miniature
newspapers with color
pictures of headlines. An
interesting aspect was
that the cards came with
two black bands on the
front that had to be
scratched off to reveal
the pictures. Evidently,
you had to work to get
your newspaper scoop.
There are 156 cards in
the set. Number 6 fea-

they have a leaf border
and brown coloring that
quickly remind you of the
famous Cracker-Jack box.
All  the presidents
through Eisenhower are included in the set.
The back of the cards contain a brief bio-
graphical sketch. The catalog value of the
cards is only $.35 .

In 1956 Topps produced a 79 card set
of cards depicting the “Flags of the World."
The card depicting the American flag (#1 of
the set) is multi-colored and shows Mt.
Rushmore in the lower left corner. The
American flag is featured in the center with
the Statue of Liberty and
Capitol Dome to the flag's
right. The back of the card
gives specific information
about the United States and
features, oddly enough, four
Hopi Indian phonetic transla-
tions (I don't have the slight-
est idea why Hopi words
were chosen for the card).

In 1960 “Presidents of
the United States” cards
were printed in strips of
three on the back of Bazooka
Gum boxes. The set features
all of the presidents through
Dwight Eisenhower. The

|

Cards date to 1865 and were

tures the headline “LIN-
COLN SHOT April 14,
1865" with the headline
in red letters. The pic-
ture is somewhat inaccu-
rate in that Lincoln and Mary Todd are
alone in the theater box, Booth is holding a
revolver instead of a derringer, and Lincoln
appears to be falling from a standing posi-
tion. The back of the card is the masthead
of the “Democrat Chronicle” reporting the
assassination.

In 1952 Bowman Gum issued a U.S.
Presidents set of cards. Each ecard had a
full color portrait of the president in front
of an appropriate scene. The
back of the card contains a
lengthy paragraph of infor-
mation. The  Abraham
Lincoln card is the 19th in
the set (there are 3
Washington cards). Bowman
Gum was later acquired by
Topps who continued to use
the artwork two other times,
The set was reissued in 1956
with identical artwork with
the back design changed to
be more consistent with
Topps lines.

During the Civil War
Centennial, Topps released a

Cliff Emerick, a communications consultant
with GTE, enjoys a specific aspect of philately;
he is an avid Lincoln stamp collector. He
comes to his love of Lincoln through his
grandfather, whose farm and saw mill were
situated next to Goose Nest Prairie, by
Charleston, a short distance from Thomas
Lincoln's home. This was the house that
Thomas built after settling in lllinois, where
he spent the remainder of his days and where
he is buried. Cliff loves to recount that his
family has had a hand in building the Lincoln
home — his grandfather provided the lumber
that was used to help rebuild the site during
the Depression.

Lincoln portrait is surround-
ed by red and blue frames
containing white stars on

often used by children playing
Civil War games with key gener-
als and portaits of soldiers rep-
resenting different ranks.

set of cards on the Civil War.
This popular set focused on
many of the famous battle

three sides and President
Lincoln's name, “16th PRESIDENT" on the
bottom,

Another ingenious set was the

scenes. Number 79 depicted
Lincoln with Grant in front of an army field
tent. The title of the card is “Council of
War." The back of the card has a red border
and is entitled “Civil War News.”

In general, trading cards have made a
fun addition to my Lincoin collection. In
addition, they have proved to be an inex-
pensive aspect of the hobby with most of
the cards costing under $3. Their amusing
approach adds a lighter note to a hobby
that can sometimes be all too serious.
Perhaps most important of all, card collect-
ing can be shared with the whole family —
even if they're not “into” Lincoln yet! ==
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Lincoln and Washington:
A Well-read Pair

Dan Bassuk

he October Rail Splitter raised numer-

ous interesting connections between

Abraham Lincoln and George

Washington, particularly regarding

Lincoln’s visits to New York City and
to Philadelphia for Washington’s birthday.
The Lincoln souvenir key pictured in the
article is an interesting artifact commemo-
rating that trip. As a Lincoln bibliophile, |
have long been intrigued by sets of books
on the first and sixteenth presidents that
were written by the same author, same edi-
tor, or part of a publisher's series. Here are
some of the literary “finds” | have acquired
over the years. 1 hope to learn of other
examples from fellow Rail Splitters.

One of my favorite’s is the Souvenir
and Offici 2 he i

Celebration _of George Washington's

Inauguration as First President of the
United States, compiled by John Alden (NY,
1889, 393 pages, price $1.00) and the
Ceremonies and Re-enactment of the 100th

Anniversary of the First [nauguration of
Abraham Lincoln, 1861-1961 (U.S. Govt.
Printing Office, 1962).

In up-state New York, [ found a lovely
set of Willilam Makepeace Thayer's From

Pioneer Home to the White House, Life of
Abraham Lincoln (1882) and From Farm
House to the White House, Life of George
Washington (1890) — both part of the “Log

cabin to White House" series. Thayer
wrote the first widely read biography of
Lincoln in 1863, expanded it several times,
and published his most complete edition
in 1882.

GRONDS WANIKDY oW
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Another 19th century set of biogra-
phies was written by Elbridge S. Brooks:

The True Story of Abraham Lincoln the
American (1896), and The True Story of
George Washington, Called the Father of
His Country (1895). Written for children,

these books have embossed covers and
lovely black and white illustrations,

In the early 20th century, Wayne
Whipple wrote three sets of biographies
beginning with The Storv-Life of Lincoln
(memorial edition, 1908, 150 engravings,
708 pages), and -
Washington (1911, 709 pages). In 1915,
Whipple condensed these [ntalhg__ﬁ;g;y_oj
Young George Washington and The Story of
Young Abraham Lincoln. These were fol-
lowed by The Heart of Washington (1916)
and The Heart of Lincoln (1923), intimate
life stories in the “Great-Heart Series” orig-
inally selling for 75-cents.

Two sets of religious books by the
same author are Abraham Lincoln The
Christian (1913) and George Washington
The Christian (1919), and How Lincoln

and How Washi (both
1931) - all by William J. Johnson (who
changed his name to “Johnstone” in 1931).

In addition, Wilbur Gordy, Nathaniel
Stephenson, Frederick Trevor Hill, and
Norman Hapgood all wrote companion vol-
umes on Lincoln and Washington.

There are some wonderful collectible
Lincoln-Washington sets in series, such as
the “Builders of America” series (vol. 10
George Washington and vol. 19 Abraham
Lincoln, both by Clifford Smyth and pub-
lished by Funk & Wagnalls in 1931) and the
“Inspiration Series of Patriotic Americans”

(The Wonderful World of Lincoln and The

The STORYof YOUNG
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

WAYNE WHIPPLE

Wayne Whipple — Published in 1915, first editions
are a good find when accompanied with the original
dust-jacket.

1 i , both by C.
M. Stevens, 1917).

There were also series written by two
separate authors. The “American
Statesman” series includes: Abraham
Lincoln by John T. Morse (2 vols. 1893),
and George Washington by Henry Cabot
Lodge (2 wvols. 1889). The “True
Biographies and Histories” series
(Lippincott Co.) includes The True

by William E. Curtis

(1902) and The True George Washington by

continued on following page
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I. & E. D'Aulaire — With lovely color illustrations, these prize-winning
classics from the 1930's are extremely popular.

THE RAIL SPLITTER

Paul L. Ford (1896). Ford's brother,
Washington C. Ford, is the author of
George Washington (1910) in the “Beacon
Biographies of Eminent Americans” series,
while Brand Whitlock wrote Abraham
Lincoln for this series in 1909, Macmillan's
“True Stories of Great Americans” includes
Abraham Lincoln by Daniel Wheeler and
George Washington by William Rideing,
both in 1916,

A.P. Sanford edited Lincoln Plays
(1933) and_George Washington Plays
(1931), while Robert Schauffler edited
Lincoln’s _ Birthday  (1916) and
Washington's Birthday (1910) for the "Our

American Holiday” series.

In juvenile literature perhaps the most
familiar is that well-read classic set by Ingri
and Edgar D'Aulaire Abraham Lincoln
(1939) and George Washington (1936).
Other examples of works for boys and girls
include those written and illustrated by
Geneweve Foster: Abraham Lincoln’s

World (1944) and George Washington's
World (1941). In 1970, Scribners released
and Year of

Year of Indepen-dence 1776
Lincoln 1861, both from Foster's original
works.

A beautiful set of Lincoln-Washington
books from the 1920's was written by Lucy
Foster Madison. The colored illustrations by
Frank Schoonover are a treasure in them-
selves. There are also Lincoln-Washington
sets for young readers by Helen Nicholay,
Augusta Stevenson, Clara Judson, Enid
Meadowcroft, Bela Koral, and Sterling North
(who wrote in the “Landmark” series).

Needless to say, Lincoln-Washington
sets make a fine display at local libraries
during the month of February. If you know
of any not mentioned here, please let me
know! &=

Daniel Bassuk, Ph.D., is the Founding
President of the Association of Lincoln
Presenters, an organization of more than 100
Lincoln and Mary Todd performers across the
country.

Lucy F. Madison — Frank Schoonover's colorful illustrations greatly enhance the
value of this set (1920's).

Abraham Lincoln
Book Shop

Specialists Since 1938 in:
Lincolniana
American Civil War
U.S. Presidents

In-Print & Out-of-Print Books;
Autograph Letters, Manuscripts, Documents;
Original Photographs and Prints

We are interested in purchasing single items or entire collections.
Catalogs issued—Inquiries invited

'& ABRAHNAM LINCOLN
BOOK SHOP

357 West Chicago Avenue

Chicago, Illinots 60611

312/944-3085 Fax 944-5549
Daniel Weinberg, Proprictor




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

[The Rail Splitter has a policy of not publishing the mailing
address of any correspondent — save for professional queries.
Should you wish to write to anyone in this journal, send your let-
ter to our attention and we will gladly forward it to the appropri-
ate party.]|

o

Dear Rail Splitter,

Just wanted to say that | look forward to receiving every issue
of The Rail Splitter. | read each one over and over taking in all the
information. I have been an admirer of Lincoln since | was in grade
school. Now many years later, and | do mean many (I am a grand-
mother) the interest is still there. [ have a room in my home filled
with nothing but Lincoln collectibles. I refer to the room as “The
Lincoln Room.™ | often find myself sitting in this room, thinking
about Mr. Lincoln and how wonderful it would be to sit down and
have a long talk with him, “The Dream of a Lifetime.” Don’t you
agree?

L. OrruTT
Maryland

(Yes. We most certainly agree. And we think it’s wonderful that
you've taken the objects of your pursuit and found a way to live
with them — to make a special room that takes you back in time. In
the absence of a time machine, your room with its treasures
sounds like the next best thing!)

o

Dear Rail Splitter,

The “In the Marketplace” column in the October, 1996 issue of
The Rail Splitter incorrectly stated that the Lincoln photograph by
Gardner from the collections of Charles McLellan and Frederick
Meserve did not sell. The prices realized schedule reflected that
the item sold for $931. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

BRIAN D. CAPLAN
Olde American Collectibles, Inc.

(Our sincerest apologies! From time to time we will make an
error... or, in your case, two! It was inexcusable that we misread
the lot number... even worse that we misspelled your name in our
write-up! We promise to be more diligent.) '

&
Dear Rail Splitter,

In the July 1996 issue of The Rail Splitter, you reported on the
Metropolitan Book Auction sale of May 24, 1996, at which time an
invitation to Lincoln's last birthday party was found to have been
stolen from the Library of Congress. At the same auction |
acquired three envelopes all addressed to Simon Cameron, in
Lincoln’s hand. On checking the dates of the envelopes with
Cameron letters recorded in the Collected Works of Abraham
Lincoln, | discovered that each envelope matched Cameron letters
in the possession of the Library of Congress.

With this information, | called the Library of Congress and
had several conversations with their Lincoln scholar, Dr. John
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Sellers. He told me of the stolen invitation which was clearly doc-
umented as belonging to the Library of Congress.

Assuming that the envelopes might also be the property of
the Library of Congress, | was fully prepared to return them to
Metropolitan Book Auctions, so that they in turn might return
them through the consignor to the Library of Congress. Dr. Sellers
and his staff were unable to find any reference or catalog listing in
the Library of Congress for these envelopes. As you stated in your
article, “The burden of proof rests with the claimant demanding
the return of property,” With this lack of proof, the Library of
Congress elected to make no claim of ownership. | was advised
accordingly, Without a claim of ownership by the Library of
Congress, we were unable to make a claim against Metropolitan,
so must fairly conclude that they are now our property,

| am writing this letter to clarify the statement in your article
that, “Apparently the invitation, together with some Lincoln-
addressed envelopes, were removed [from the Library of
Congress] at some point in the early 1960's when they failed to
appear on a newer index.” There is no evidence that they were
removed. They may not have been part of the Cameron Collection
donated to the Library of Congress. Since we plan to market these
items in the future, we do not wish to have the public left with the
impression that there are residual claims of ownership to these
envelopes. We have shared a similar experience with different
results. | applaud your handling of this unpleasant affair.

Norwman F. Boas

Seaport Autographs
Mystic, CT

Dear Rail Splitter,

I am writing to ask for vour help with a research project. For
the past several months, | have been studying an oil painting as
part of a Museum Studies course at Tufts University. The work,
entitled “Lincoln at Gettysburg” was completed in 1879 by the
New England artist Albion Harris Bicknell and has hung for over
100 years in the Malden Public Library in Malden, Massachusetts.

According to the information that | (and the Malden Library)
could find, the Doll and Richards Company of Boston planned to
sell copies of this oil painting in the late 1800's. I am trying to
locate any copies of this work for a catalog 1 am preparing for the
Malden Public Library. So far, I have only found one copy at
Lafayette College,

continued on following page




I am hoping that you can help me locate other copies of
“Lincoln at Gettysburg.” Any assistance would be greatly appre-
ciated.

NOREEN GRICE

Education Associate

Charles Hayden Planetarium
Museum of Science, Science Park
Boston, MA 02114

Dear Rail Splitter:

Several years ago | purchased a banner 25 feet long and 18
inches high. It has Old English lettering in black paint or ink. The
letters are 9 inches tall and it reads “WE MOURN OUR NATIONS
LOSS", The material seems to be a muslin of some sort.

The person | purchased it from bought it at an estate sale and
was told that it hung on the Town Hall in White Creek, New York
when Lincoln was assassinated and has since then been rolled up
and stored in the attic. | have been unsuccessful in verifying this,
however. [ have made several trips to that area in hope of finding
a newspaper account or photo of it. | have been unsuccessful.

| seem to recall reading that there are people who can date
such material. If so, it may be the only way to place it in the time
period, | would love to hear from someone and am open to sug-
gestions.

I would like to ad that whenever we encounter someone who
we think might be interested, my wife and I unroll the banner. We
don't give a clue as to what it is, but almost always there is a
moment of silence as they read the Olde English lettering and then
exclaim “Oh, Lincoln.”

| find it most interesting that of all the events in our Nation's
history that we could mourn, they most often choose to associate
it with Lincoln's assassination.

1 collect Colonial-era signatures and 1 get the same feeling
looking at this banner that | do from holding a piece of paper that
was held by George Washington or Ben Franklin. It is a connection
with history.

WiLriam J. HOYENSKI
Shoreham, VT

(We have been advised that fabric banners — such as your won-
derful piece — can only be dated to approximate periods. A textile
expert might offer some certainty that it dates from the mid-19th
century, but would be hard-pressed to come up with a more defin-
itive answer. This is why provenance is so important with such
artifacts. Still, it seems doubtful that anyone would have “tricked-
up” such a large item — particularly at any point before 1950. If you
have it examined and determined to be old, you should feel com-
fortable with its origination but encourage you to continue to pur-
sue the provenance/history.)
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“BEHIND THE SCENES "
WITH THE WIDE AWAKES

Don Ackermann

Ithough as collectors we prize the artifacts connected with

campaigning — the torches, banners, hats, and such - it is

also fascinating to learn the stories behind the items and the

participants. On occasions, a photograph of a Wide Awake

archer might come onto the market providing the human
dimension, the face we can connect to the moment in history.

Ephemera connected with an election can likewise provide
insight in what was involved with being a participant.. the nuts &
bolts of 19th century electioneering, Reproduced here is a small
group of correspondence and receipts involving a trip by the
Waterbury Wide-Awakes to the massive Republican parade in
New York City on October 3. 1860 — perhaps the largest such
event in American history.

it is apparent from these items that a coordinated effort was
involved between various Wide Awake chapters, in this case,
Waterbury and
New Haven. The
organizers had to
provide their own
financing and
arrange for trans-
portation, music,
and campaign
equipment.
Because of the

logistics and
expenses in-
volved, partici-
pants had to be
goaded into

action with chau-
vinistic appeals.
The event was a
huge success,
judging from the
picture of it in
Harper's WeekRly.
We can be sure
the marchers had
fond memories of
the experience!

Invitation to participate in the Republican Wide-Awake
parade in New York City on October 3, 1860.

Ar,,..-m a:.g /;Jr
/f ( &Lr Awla'

et Jp fx

After the parade, receipts
and unsold excursion
tickets were transmitted
to Charles G. Wilson, trea-
surer of the New Haven
Wide Awake Club, who

__ : relates “Waterbury gets

= i great praise both here and
in New York."
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Handwritten receipt.
“Received Waterbury
Conn, Oct. 10th 1860
of 0. H. Stevens
Seventy Dollars in full
for carrying Waterbury
Wide Awakes and
Merrill's Band to
Cheshire the 3rd inst.
and back to Waterbury
the 4th inst.”

On Sept 29th 1860, Charles G. Wilson writes to

J. P. Ellis of Waterbury... “Your letter is at hand, List of contributors to the Waterbury
Waterbury is the only place that backs down — Wide-Awake Club.

it should not be so as it is a leading place, and “We the undersigned recognizing the
our state is to lead the train of the procession. necessity of keeping the organization
You do not need musicas there will be plenty of Wide Awakes in & thorough and
provided, indeed there will be too much of i. If working condition until the

you did you could get the Union City band for Presidential election do hereby agree
$60. | have telegraphed to Supt. Waterbury ask- to pay in to the treasury of said orga-
ing if you can have the two cars for $100. | will nization the sums annexed to our sev-
send his reply if favorable by telegraph this eral names.”

afternoon. Make anather effort. Spend the
money you would just for music, in cheapenmg
the tickets for your men. But for heaven's sake
do se—for the credit of Waterbury and our
good old state.”

Receipt for 35 from Merrills Band, hired out for the October 3rd parade.

Letter from Wallace & Sons
of Bristal, Connecticut to
Messrs. Blake and Johnson,
dated Sept. 13th 1860:
“Yours of 12th inst. is
received. We send you a sam-
ple torch by express this
morning. Price s 65 cents
= g2 gach. This is the same as we
s - sold to the Norwich Club that
',.Z'ﬁ" = attracted so much notice in
# et e New Haven last spring and to
o several other clubs.”
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In The Marketplace

Sotheby’s June auction of American folk-
art featured this wonderful piece. This
carved and painted wooden figure of
Lincoln with wings done in a flag motif
measured 19" from the base to the top of
Lincoln’s hat. The carving. circa 1955, was
executed by David Lawhead (1886-1962)
of Burnside, Clearfield County,
Pennsylvania, and attracted much deserved
interest from both phone and live bidders.
Rarely do we see such attractive and desir-
able folk art being offered surrounding
Abraham Lincoin, certainly not of this qual-
ity. This stunining piece “flew” out the door
for $13.800 (plus buyer's).

Berman's Auction Gallery of Dover, New
Jersey held a November 13th auction of
Americana — one piece being this large, strik-
ing, bronze plaque of Abraham Lincoln.
Measuring an impressive 20 x 16", it was
signed by C. L. Hogeboom at the base and
dated March 1887. The piece sold for $750
Ken Farmer Auctions and Estates of Radford, VA went to the block with numerous offerings plus 10% against a $4-600 estimate.

on September 7th. The lot that caught our attention was #131, a pair of Lincoln and
Washington chairs. The pair, circa 1920, were offered together.
Described as golden-oak, American made, religf-carved (non-
applique) measuring 38 x 18 x 17", they carried a pre-sale esti-
mate of $1,500-2,500. Unfortunately, the bidding never reachied
the reserve, obviously taking a “back seat" to other lots.

dean
e wap

vie sibes Roan, Inc, of Cogan
Station, PA held a Civil
War auction in
September selling the
46-year collection of
C.C. Breidinger of Trout
Run, PA. Lot #268 was
a framed collection of
Lincoln memorabilia.
The frame contained a
Brady image on glass, a
$5.00  presentation
note, an 1865 medal, a
City of New York
Lincoln medal dated
1809, a piece of lead
from the interior lining
of Lincoln’s coffin, a
Lincoln watch fob, three
campaign ferrotypes (all
with condition prob-
lems), a 100th anniver-
sary ribbon and a white
centennial ribbon. This lot, containing mostly memorial and com-
memorative items garnered a whopping $4,000 (plus 10 %
buyer's premium). When broken down, we had a difficult time
reaching a fotal value of $2,000. As the photo proves, sometimes
when you sell a grouping or a “collection” that has been present-
ed nicely, you see an “enhancement” to the market value.
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Bob Hudson Antigues. a deal-
er's cooperative in Hampton
Falls, NH recently offered this
Lincoln Portrait. A reverse oil
painting on glass measuring
18 x 22", the image, after
Anthony Berger's photo, was
described as being in excellent
condition with only minor
crackling of the ail.
“Wholesale” for $325.
Another piece offered was this
Lincoln bronze mounted on mahogany measuting 8 x 5" with a
nice patina. There were no identifying markings. Once again, listed
as "wholesale” for $120.

Larry Gottheim’s Be-Hold Auction in
Binghamton, NY featured this exquisite
salt-print as the cover-lot. This large (11
1/4" x 9 1/4") portrait is known as the
“Speed" photo, so called because
Lincoln presented an inscribed copy of
this image to Lucy Speed. This image is
maost often seen in a carte-de-visite for-
mat, published by various makers.
Attributed to Fredericks, speculation
also points to McClees and Germon. The
photo was most likely taken of the
recently-elected president in the Spring
of 1861, and is clearly one of his' most relaxed sittings. This example has
an inseription on the verso stating that the photo was presented by the
Lincolns to Gov. Newell of New Jersey in 1862. The inscriptian is believed
to be in the hand of Johin Hay, Lincoln’s personal secretary. The print,
somewhat retouched around the collar and nose, shows some “surface
detritus (soiling) which could be easily removed". With documented
provenance from the estate of Newell to the family of the consignor, it
carried a pre-sale estimate of $7,500. [t failed to reach the reserve and

On September 27th, the R.J. Nichols
Auction Company of Sussex, NJ
offered an array of Givil War artifacts —
including this 1864 Lincoln campaign
ferrotype. The piece, suspended by a
small cloth flag with a brass eagle, fea-
tured the commonly found “five-dollar
pose” by Anthony Berger. The piece
atiracted a large amount of attention
from both phone and live bidders. It
sold on the floor for a record $875
(plus 10%) against a price history in
the $400-$500 range.

In their
September sale,
New Hampshire
Book Auctions had
what many consider
the “Holy Grail” of Lincoln
biographies: The Life and
Speeches of Abraham Lincoln and
Hannibal Hamlin, Edited and Published by
Reuben Vose (NY, 1860). A small campaign

biography (51 pages, measuring only 2 3/4 X
4 1/2") that save for its scarcity would other-
wise be considered unremarkable, it is listed
by Howes as “sickeningly rare.” There are
only four extant examples known of which
this is one. (In 1952, the Lincoln Museum
printed a limited number of exact facsimiles of
the Vose. Even these are now considered
scarce and fetch about $45!) With a pre-sale
estimate of $1,500-2,500, several institutions
competed for the item. The book came from
the home of a New Hampshire book seller
who carried a general line and apparently
almost ended up in a box-lot of miscellaneous
ephemera. It just proves that occasionally

some of the prohibitively rare does turn up —
having been “squirreled away" for several

As long as we're talking about the prohibitively
rare... take a look at this print after the from-
life portrait by Charles A. Barry of Springfield, IL. (June 1860). Executed on stone by
J.E. Baker, J.H. Bufford’s Lithographers, Boston and published by Thayer & Eldridge,
Boston, 1860. It measures 26 1/2 x 20 7/8" plus title and margins. This imposing
portrait of a confident Lincoln as presidential candidate is available through The Old
Print Shop’s most recent fixed-price catalog. Although the condition of this print was
stated as “fair,” fewer than ten impressions are known. $15.000.

decades! It sold to a Chicago dealer for
$2,350 (plus 10%) who purchased it on
behalf of an lllinois client.

i1
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From one end of the spec-
trum... to the more affordable...
the third Provenance Auction hosted by our own Don Ackerman
just closed. Don is trying to re-create the look, feel, and range
of the old George Rinsland Americana auctions. (For those who
aren't familiar with George’s auctions, he was a real pioneer in
the mail and phone bid format bringing an absolutely amazing
range of Americana to market. His auctions helped add fo just
about every collection - both private and institutional — for three
decades. When he sold the auction in the early 19807, it was
truly the end of an era. We will be interviewing George who
handled an amazing array of Lincolniana over the years for an upcoming
Rail Splitter feature.) Of the Lincolniana in the latest Provenance sale,
these two assassination and deathbed lithographs, both in excellent condi-
tion, went out the door for a reasonable $124 and $121 respectively (no
buyer's premium is charged). A printed copy of Charles Sumner's eulogy
together with a newspaper account of the event generated a great deal of
interest and sold for $92.

In their
October auc-
tion, RWA of
Maine sold this
engraved invi-
tation measur-
ing 21/2" x
5", One of the
most enchanting pieces we've seen in a while, it's an item directly
from Lincoln's White House! It fetched $1,200 (plus 10%) against
an estimate of $4-600. This same sale also featured an engraved
invitation to attend the funeral service in the Executive Mansion,
April 19, 1865. The service in the East Room of the White House
was attended by approximately 600 people. Other such cards were
issued for the “Green Room" entrance as well. This relic, described
as being in very good condition, had a pre-sale estimate of $750-
1,000. $2,100.00 (plus 10%).

The recent Leslie Hindman Lincoln/Civil
War auction held in association with The
Abraham Lincoln Book Shop brought a
great deal of Lincoln material to the mar-
ket. One item to sell was this multicolor,
1860 campaign banner. Measuring 29 x
17 3/4" this large textile drew bidders
from coast to coast. These banners were
flown or hung at campaign rallies and
parades. This example was described as
“superh” with “the colors being surpris-
ingly fresh and solid despite scattered
staining” and having “"some small holes
and tears, one at the right side with an old
stitched repair.” A truly scarce relic (this is
only the third extant example known —
none could be located for Threads of
History although the same pattern for
Breckinridge is pictured) of Lincoln's first
presidential race, it had a pre-sale esti-
mate of $12-15,000, Some lucky east
coast collector “marched” away proudly
"waving” their new treasure for $10,000
(plus 10%). While the auction garnered
mixed results overall, perhaps the great-
est attention was paid (no pun Intended)
to lot #177 - the endorsed Lincoln pay
voucher. By now you no doubt have
heard of the incident, getting national cov-
erage by the major media. The State of
lllinois claimed the item as their property
and demanded its return. Of course its
return was facilitated by the auction
house, but let it serve as a warning to
those buying anything that at one time
most likely resided in a state or federal
repository! (Case in point, several presti-
gious autograph auctions have offered a
number of J.EK. signed Naval documents
in the past two years. Hmmm... Navy
documents... | wonder where they could
have come from?)
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These two tintypes, 1 1/2" square, made
to be snipped and mounted in a cam-
paign donut, prove what can happen ta a lot if your photograph
doesn't reproduce in a catalog or ad. Unfortunately, the images
reproduced much darker that the actual pieces in all of James
Julia’s advertisements for their September 12th auction. Bidding
never materialized past the $500 reserve.

In his recent fixed-price catalog, Robert Batchelder
offered this lovely envelope, free-franked by Mary
Todd Lincoln, on mourning stationery, circa 1868,
Addressed by the former First Lady to her close
friend, the wife of the prominent New York newspa-

_tf_lev:’s:r&gmde.) 14_;5 father, Matt tells us th

perman, James W. White. $4,800.

SOME ADDITIONAL
RECENT PRICES:

s conceded in the introductory
remarks to this issue, yes... we have
been accused of being rather flippant
— overly tongue-in-cheek — of some of
the material that comes to market. But
honestly, take a look at this cataloged piece:

(John F. Kennedy) BLAZE STARR.

Provocative, revealing ALS. 1p, 4dto,
[n.p.], May 19, 1996 to a friend. Starr
describes a sexual encounter with

President John F. Kennedy in the White
House! Starr gives background on how and
where she would meet Kennedy adding *...1
told J.FK, about my fantasy with the
Lincoln bedroom. He said ‘Let’s go,’ as
Jackie was away on a cruise. After about an
hour J.FK. had to leave for a meeting...”
She mentions that as she is dressing, she
looks in a corner and believes she sees a
statue of Abraham Lincoln in the corner,
and when she looks again the apparition
has vanished. She concludes “..It was his
ghost as sure as | live, [ guess Old Abe liked
to watch...” Controversial, to say the least.
Fine condition.

Where to start? This one is just too
easy. A letter written a month before the

grows up ~ (no loke}i-'but he can. at

Ieast.serve a&acorrﬂncingl.‘lmoln pﬂrtrayerl SieifE

auction detailing a sexual liaison that sup-
posedly took place with the spirit of our
martyred president in a tryst with our soon
to be martyred president. Offered by our
friends at EAN. (and yes, they are our
friends... we can make fun of an item without
offending, we would hope, those who sell
said item), it apparently was “flipped.”
Either the same letter — or another example
with the exact same content — is now offered
in a Baltimore Book Company auction.

# 1862 Lincoln Presidential Indian Peace
Medal. 62mm, struck in silver at the US.
Mint in Philadelphia, the [ront depicts
Lincoln's portrait, the back shows an
Indian at the plow, children playing base-
ball in the background, and a scalping
scene around the central motif. $5.750.
Stacks, fixed-price, New York.

% Campaign biography, Life of Stephen A.
Douglas; New York, 1860. Fine condition,
$23.50, Ken Owings, fixed-price catalog #131,

4 1862 Autograph Document Signed (ADS)
by Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles
appointing Captain Joshua R. Lands as
“Light House Inspector for the Tenth Light
House District”, $95. Fixed-price catalog,
The Old Paperphiles. Also: Two page,
Autograph Letter Signed (ALS) by Charles
Sumner, January 1860, regarding a patent
request, $125.

13

¢ Edwin Booth Autograph Letter Signed
(ALS), two pages, sending regards with
interesting theatre content, 1890. $145.
Winslow & Associates Auction.

¢ From East Coast Books: Typed
Manusecript Signed by Isaac M. Diller (1854
?), one of the last living persons who per-
sonally knew Abraham Lincoln - a
playmate of the Lincoln children, Two
pages of recollections including his father's
relationship with Ida Tarbell. On illustrated
stationery with Lincoln's portrait. Est. $150-
200. Sold in the September auction, $85
(plus 10%). Also; Leonard W. Volk (182895,
artist best known for Lincoln life-mask and
castings of hands) Signed Ticket as
President of the Chicago Academy of
Design, a complimentary pass, 1870. Est.
$200-300. Unsold, October auction.

¢ From Roger Gilchrist’s Auction House
October sale: ALS of Union soldier, R. J.
Holcombe, detailing war service and
recounting “... I saw that grand and noble
man Abraham Lincoln in Chicago for a few
moments... If our Savior ever had a bro
Lincoln was the one..” Est. $75-100, $60
plus buyer's. Also; a card signed by W.H.
Gilbert, a member of Lincoln's Guard of
Honor. On the reverse of the card, dated
October 12, 1935, he has identified himself
as the last living member of Lincoln’s
Guard. Est. $35-50, Unsold.




BALLOTS
FOR JINCOLN

N THE REALM OF COLLECTING
POLITICAL AMERICANA, BALLOTS
CONSTITUTE AN UNDER-APPRECI-
ATED, YET FASCINATING FIELD.

Positive attributes include: affordabili-

ty, graphics, ease of storage and dis-

play, and availability. In addition,
with only a few exceptions (mainly a group
“created” about thirty-years ago) none
have been reproduced.

Ballots come In various shapes and
sizes. The vast majority were printed on
paper, though occasionally an example
surfaces printed on silk or linen. (Those on
cloth tend to be more valuable.) Whether
these fabric examples were deposited at
the polls is open to question — more likely,
they were used as lapel badges or wall
hangings.

Early ballots for Federalist candidates
date back to the 1790's and George
Washington's time. Ballots can be found for
campaigns as recent as Calvin Coolidge but
few were produced after 1892, being super-

THE RAILSPLITTER

seded by voting machines.

None of the standard-size ballots were
official or authorized issues, but were
printed privately or reproduced in newspa-
pers. Political “tricksters” would some-
times distribute counterfeit ballots which,
when cast, would result in a disallowed
vote. It should also be mentioned that the
“secret ballot” is a recent phenomenon.
Nineteenth-century voters cast their bal-
lots in full public view and were often
required to sign their name on the ticket
cast. Voter endorsements and spindle
holes enhance, rather than detract, from
the value of most ballots.

Ballots that include Lincoln's name
can be found for many phases of his politi-
cal career, from 1840 through 1864. These
include: “presidential elector” ballots for
Harrison, Taylor, Scott, and Fremont,
(Lincoln participated in several national
contests as an elector); a congressional
ballot from Lincoln’s only successful try at
the House of Representatives; and, of
course, from his two presidential cam-
paigns. Pre-presidential material is particu-
larly scarce and therefore difficult to price.

There are no known jugate ballots
from either 1860 or 1864 ~ picturing both
presidential and vice-presidential candi-
dates — although it is a logical assumption
that some were produced. (There is an
example of a McClellan and Pendleton
known.) Examples with single portraits are
quite rare. Striking graphies, stirring slo-
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gans, and use of odd type-faces or colored
printing add to the value.

Trying to complete a collection with
examples from each participating state will
prove next to impessible. Lincoln received
very few votes in the Southern states. As a
matter of fact, in South Carolina, he
received not a single one. The McSorley
collection contains one from Virginia - a
rare survivor indeed.

While some states are rare or non-exis-
tent, others are relatively plentiful. In no
particular order, these “common” states
include; Pennsylvania, Ohio,
Massachusetts and, to a lesser extent,
California, somewhat surprising because of
its short tenure In the Union.
Massachusetts ballots tend to be over-
sized and dwarf all others, perhaps reflect-
ing a sense of sellimportance on the part
of Bay-Staters. Sometime about 1960, a
cache of approximately 500 Lincoln ballots
were found locked away in an old court-
house in Ohio. These have been dispersed,
but with the result that examples from this
source still remain easily available.

Rail Splitter Charlie McSorley has
actively collected ballots that date back to
the founding of the Republic for over forty-
years. We are pleased to picture a selection
of some of those for Lincoln — which num-
ber over 100 different examples!

We're sold on the allure of these
“scraps of history.” How do you cast your
vote? o

continued on page 19

lﬁu;a, Lincoln in striped
“Uncle Sam” pants




ut as | look back over nearly half a

century, | see him most plainly and

oftenest seated in a little wagon, dri-

ving a pair of goats around the White

House grounds. Sometimes the goats
would trot along as directed, and some-
times they would decline to move,; or move
in the wrong direction, or try to move in
two directions at once, as goats will. But
Tad didn’t mind much. He would simply
wait until the steeds were ready to go
where he wished, and then they would
start on.

When | accompanied Mr. Lincoln to
Petersburg, during his memorable visit to
the front, little Tad went with us, and slept
in my stateroom aboard the steamer, so |
could be sure no harm came to him. |
doubt if | felt greater responsibility in
guarding the President himself than [ felt
when he placed his boy's hand in mine,
and said | was to keep him from danger.

The death of his father almost broke
Tad's heart—I say this literally—and not so
very long afterward he died, while in
Europe with his mother.

I am sure that all those who came in
close contact with the President and Mrs.
Lincoln would agree in saying that they
were a happy couple, and that they led a
peaceful, quiet, happy life, understanding
each other, sympathizing with each other,
doing their best to influence Robert for his
own good, and to bring up little Tad so that
he should lead a life truly successful. |
never knew President Lincoln to lose his
temper on any occasion, although | have
been present when | could only wonder
how he could sit still in dignified calmness
when any other man under equal condi-
tions would have risen up in righteous
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wrath, and most men would have exerted
physical violence; this, of course, when
some reckless man would meet him face to
face and denounce his policies or question
his motives. As for the domestic relations
between the President and Mrs. Lincoln, |
do not recall ever hearing or seeing a dis-
cussion between them.

At that time, it must be remembered,
any one who wished to talk with Lincoln
could walk up to his office, and after speak-
ing to the doorkeeper go in and meet him.
Excepting when engaged with others,
President Lincoln seldom if ever declined
to receive any man or woman who came to
the White House to see him. When |
remember the number of people who came
there on all conceivable errands, for all
imaginable purposes, it seems surprising
that he could get through with his work
and then grant them interviews. But
Lincoln had a most effective way of dis-
missing those who trespassed upon his
time, which belonged not to himself but to
the nation. Let me give an illustration of
what | mean.

Some morning an up-state politician
would come bustling into the White House
and went to see the President, not for any
real reason, but merely that he might go
back to his constituents and tell he was
received by the President, and what he
said to the President, and what the
President said to him, etc., etc.

Lincoln would size up such a man in
half a minute, and he would get rid of him
in another half minute, not brusquely, not
by waving him aside, not by suggesting
that he was too busy to be seen at that par-
ticular time; on the contrary, before the up-
state politician had a chance to tell what
he thought of the President’s policies Mr.
Lincoln would start in on a droll story, and
when he finished the politician would be
laughing so heartily that he would forget
all about what he was going to tell the
President. Then his hand would be
grasped by the President, who at once
would turn to his desk, and the politician
would find himself leaving the White House
more than satisfied with his call, which had
lasted two minutes instead of the two
hours he had expected.

So great was the pressure on the
President's time and thought that he had
little chance for pleasure and recreation,
except for an occasional horseback ride
out to the Soldier’s Home. He enjoyed mod-
erately a really good theatrical perfor-
mance by competent actors, but not with
the enthusiasm shown by Mrs. Lincoln,
who was very fond indeed of the drama.
When the President and his wife went to
the theater, they would step into a carriage
at the White House and drive directly to
their destination, just as any other gentle-
man and lady in private life would do. On

arriving in front of the playhouse Burke,
the big, burly, Irish coachman, would pull
up his horses, and the footman, Charley
Forbes, would swing down to the sidewalk
and open the door of the carriage, where-
upon Mrs. Lincoln and the President would
step out, being met at once by a bodyguard
whose business it was to be on hand when
they arrived.

Without any ostentation or display
whatever, the President and Mrs. Lincoln,
followed by the bodyguard, and led by an
usher, would quietly walk into the box
which had been reserved for them, and as
they did so the audience would rise and
stand in silence until the President
acknowledged this mark of respect with a
dignified bow, in which recognition Mrs.
Lincoln joined by a graceful inclination of
her head. Then they would seat them-
selves in the box and the audience would
seat itself throughout the house. During
the progress of the play the attention of
the audience was centered on the stage
and not upon the President and his wife, or
any guests they might have with them in
the box; for Lincoln was so near to the
people of his beloved country that they felt
no desire to stare at him from motives of
curiosity. At the conclusion of the play, Mr.
and Mrs. Lincoln and their guard would
retire from the box, and quietly leave the
theater. Such of the audience as were in the
aisles simply made way for them. They
would then step into their carriage, Forbes
would close the door and regain his seat
besides Burke, who would speak to the
horses and away the carriage would roll
toward the White House as a score of other
carriages were rolling in other directions
from the theater.

Mr. Lincoln, of course, never wore full
evening dress; nor any decoration or
insignia whatever to distinguish himself
from the millions of his countrymen with
whom he stood on a plane of equality; for
as much as he believed that he was living
and breathing he believed that God had
created all men to be equal, and that any
difference such as creates caste, or even
exclusive circles of society, was purely arti-
ficial and, therefore, in his opinion, igno-
ble.

Mrs. Lincoln, when she attended the
theater; usually wore a gown cut low in the
neck, but did not wear full dress excepting
at the opera. Neither she nor the President
was a musician, but both were fond of lis-
tening to music. | do not think that Mrs.
Lincoln was in any sense a woman of
strong literary tastes, but she read the
newspapers carefully and kept informed
not merely of the great war then in
progress but of changing political condi-
tions, and of important events throughout
the world. Those who have thought of her

continued on following page
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as a woman of almost childish gaiety of
temperament were vastly mistaken in
underestimating this side of her character.
She kept well informed on many subjects,
and had very clear and strong ideas con-
cerning them.

Mrs. Lincoln and the President usually
attended the morning service in Dr.
Gurley’s church, which still stands on New
York Avenue near the corner of 14th Street.
Sometimes they would drive there, but fre-
quently they would walk, accompanied by
a guard. They were always punctual in
attendance, and you may be sure that Dr.
Gurley never had to delay the opening of
his service on their account. They would
go to church with the simplicity and digni-
ty and quietness of manner that character-
ized the President’s whole life. Out of
respect for the great office which he occu-
pied, those who were in the church when
the President arrived would rise from their
seats and remain standing until he and
Mrs. Lincoln had passed down to the pew
reserved for their use, well forward and
near the pulpit. At the close of the service
those constituting the congregation would
step out of their pews into the aisles with-
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| out waiting for the President of the United

States to take precedence. Lincoln and his
wife would slowly walk along, surrounded
by the others, exchanging a few words and
shaking hands with those they knew or
with any who wished to speak to him. On
reaching the doors of the church, the
President and Mrs. Lincoln would go home-
ward as they had come, quietly and rever-
ently. Occasionally little Tad accompanied
his father and mother to church, but not
often.

During the time that | was serving as
personal bodyguard to Lincoln, he and
Mrs. Lincoln usually dined at seven o'clock
in the evening—a leisurely meal, well
cooked, well chosen, with special refer-
ence to the President’s dislike of elaborate
dishes and “frills” in general. In those days
the White House had no regularly
employed housekeeper, such as has been
necessary in recent years, owing to the
fact that because of the natural evolution
of social life in this country, the President’s
wife, whoever she may be, now is called
upon to give much of her time, her
strength, and thought to entertaining—
largely semi-official in nature—which was
unknown in Lincoln's time. | have no doubt
that some of the ladies who have graced
the Executive Mansion during the last forty
years have been Mrs. Lincoln's equal as
practical housekeepers; but | am sure none

of them was her superior. She had a stew-
ard to attend to personal duties which
would naturally fall to such a person, but
she oversaw and directed everything her-
self. She knew just what kinds of foods
should be provided, what cuts of various
meats were the best, how vegetables
should be prepared, how bread should be
made. And what is more, her cook, her
waiters, and her other servants, knew what
she knew. In consequence, the domestic
affairs of the Executive Mansion ran along
their way smoothly and serenely and most
comfortably.

After dinner, at about eight o'clock,
the President would rise from the table and
go at once across to the War Department
to get the latest news from the front,
excepting on Thursday evening, when he
waited until the regular levee had been
held. If | happened to be on night duty |
accompanied him, of course, and while we
were absent for an hour or two hours, Mrs.
Lincoln, after seeing that Tad was safe and
sound asleep in his bed, would go into the
“living-room,” as the Red Room was then
called. Sometimes she would spend the
evening in reading the newspapers of vari-
ous cities until the President returned; but
she was not fond of embroidering, or of
other work with the needle.

Generally, however, the wives of some
of the Cabinet Officers would drive to the
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Executive Mansion to spend an informal evening. Occasionally
these ladies would be accompanied by their husbands, but not
always. by any means. For, let me repeat again, those were war
times; war, with its terrible news of ecrushing defeat, of death,
injury, starvation; of discontent with the Administration in many
quarters; of apprehension regarding the possible action of certain
foreign powers.

Neither the President, nor the men chosen as his Cabinet
acdvisors, could call an hour their own in advance of its coming.
Day and night, night and day, they were carrying a burden of anx-
iety, almost of crushing weight. As a result, the Cabinet members
did not often go with their wives for an informal evening in the old
living-room. The ladies, however, seemed to enjoy meeting each
other thus, and chatted about a thousand things.

In cold weather there was usually a comfortable blaze in the
big fireplace, around which they would gather. But while a fine
piano stood ready at hand, [ do not remember having heard any
music, vocal or instrumental, on such occasions. At the time |
wondered why the ladies did not play or sing; but afterwards |
understood that music, with its gaiety and lightness. is not born of
periods of grief, and mourning, and dread. No, there was nothing
approaching hilarity in the White House in those days; all was sad-
ness, for the President and his official family and their wives knew
better than any of the public what the country was passing
through, and felt accordingly... | will amend that slightly. There
was no hilarity excepting where Tad was concerned. Time and
time again | have seen Tad sitting on his father’s shoulders, while
President Lincoln galloped up and down the long corridor outside
their private apartments, the boy laughing and shouting with glee,
and the great, grave President, by sheer will-power resolutely
throwing aside the burdens of his office, in order that his little son
might share the joys that are childhood’s heritage...

No refreshments were served during the informal evenings
spent with Mrs. Lincoln, nor, indeed, were refreshments served at
the Thursday evening levees. When ten o’clock came, or perhaps
eleven, the ladies would drive home alone, unless their husbands
were able to come for them, which was sometimes the case.

Then Mrs. Lincoln would sit down alone, and quietly wait
until her husband should return from the War Department. At that
time there were no telegraph wires in the Executive Mansion, and
the President's habit was to go to the War Building to obtain news
at first hand, and to talk over developments with the Secretary of
War. Lincoln usually was able to return to his wife, waiting in the
living-room for him, by eleven o’clock or a little later, and he would
tell her the news from the front. They would discuss the battles,
the retreats, the victories, the defeats—all the main developments
of the day and evening—with calm thoughtfulness, and although
they generally finished this concluding part of their daily program
shortly after midnight, yet sometimes it was quite late when they
could do so and retire.

As he went upstairs and entered his own room, Lincoln’s last
act was to turn to the guard on duty in the corridor, and wish him
good-night. Then he would enter his room, and close the door, and
I—if it were my turn to stand guard—would settle down for eight
hours ol duty.

My chair stood in the corridor, within easy reach of the door
opening into the President’s room, and so situated that I could see
every inch of the whole length of the corridor, which was so light-
ed that no shadows could even partly conceal any one who might
try to slip through it. During most of the night [ would rest com-
fortably in the chair, constantly looking this way and that, listen-
ing intently for any unusual noise, Every once in a while, however,
I would rise and quietly pace up and down to obtain rest of posi-
tion. I never read a book or newspaper, of course, for fear that my
attention might become fixed so closely on the printed page that
I might not hear or see the approach of assassins whom I always
expected at any moment. Needless to say, | never resorted to any
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of the common means for keeping awake
during those solitary vigils. The responsi-
bility of guarding Lincoln was so great that
dozing, or even drowsiness, was unthink-
able. And when relieved by the day-guard,
at eight o'clock in the morning, | was
always as fresh and wide awake as when |
had gone on duty twelve hours previous.
The only time that President Lincoln
failed to say good-night to me—when we
parted after having been together for
hours—was on the evening shortly before
he started for Ford's Theater, where he was
murdered. As | mentioned on another
occasion, some years ago, Mr. Lincoln had
told me that afternoon of a dream he had
had on three successive nights, concerning
his impending assassination. Of course,
the constant dread of such a calamity
made me somewhat nervous, and | almost
begged him to remain in the Executive
Mansion that night, and not to go to the
theater. But he would not disappoint Mrs.
Lincoln and others who were to be pre-
sent. Then | urged that he allow me to stay
on duty and accompany him; but he would
not hear of this, either. “No, Crook,” he

said, kindly but firmly, “vou have had a
long, hard day's work already, and must go
home to sleep and rest. | cannot afford to
have you get all tired out and exhausted.”

It was then that he neglected, for the
first and only time, to say good-night to
me. Instead, he turned, with his kind, grave
face, and said: "Good-bye, Crook,” and
went into his room.

| thought of it at the moment; and a
few hours later, when the awful news
flashed over Washington that he had been
shot, his last words were so burned into
my memory that they have never been for-
gotten, and never can be forgotten.

Although | have already stated the fact
in print, | wish to repeat it here—that when
Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln and their party sat
down in their box at Ford's Theater that
fateful night, the guard who was acting as
my substitute took his position at the rear
of the box, close to an entrance into the
box from the dress-circle of the theater. His
orders were to stand there, fully armed,
and to permit no unauthorized person to
pass into the box. His orders were to stand
there and protect the President at all haz-
ards.

From the spot where he was thus sta-
tioned, this guard could not see the stage
or the actors; but he could hear the words
the actors spoke, and he became so inter-
ested in them that, incredible as it may

seem, he quietly deserted his post of duty,
and walking down the dimly-lit side aisle,
deliberately took a seat in the last row of
the dress-circle,

It was while the President was thus
absolutely unprotected through this
guard’s amazing recklessness—to use no
stronger words—that Booth rushed
through the entrance to the box, just
deserted by the guard, and accomplished
his foul deed.

Realization of his part in the assassi-
nation so preyed upon the mind and spirit
of the guard that he finally died as a result
ol It. &

W. H. Craok (Colonel)
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An item in The New York Times caught our atten-
M tion last month. While not exactly a Lincoln
' story, it's worth repeating: “Alberta Martin, a live-
ly 89-year-old woman living in the Alabama countryside, is almost
certainly the last living connection to the Civil War. For five years
during the Great Depression, she was married to an elderly
Confederate veteran and pensioner who, as a teenager, had fought
under Robert E. Lee in the Army of Northern Virginia. Mrs. Martin
remembers very little of that, not because her memory is bad but
because her husband, Henry Jasper Martin, said little about it.
The state recently granted Mrs. Martin a Confederate widow's
pension. She has also been tearfully embraced by groups like the
United Daughters of the Confederacy and the Sons of Confederate
Veterans. Her reaction: silent bemusement.”

It amazes us how creative marketing can often
w lead to wasted trips. An auction in New Berlin,

Mllinois last month was listed as the estate of a
Lincoln contemporary and associate attorney. The advertisement
included a listing for photographs and papers of Lincoln associ-
ates and other related Lincolniana. The property came from Julia
Figgenbaum whose great, great grandfather practiced law in
lllinois in the 1860's (we believe that his name was Gillespie). The
photographs were of that gentleman and his family — and that's
about as close to Lincoln as we get. We made a concerted effort
to link the two - as of this writing, none has been found. Still...
with “Lincoln” in the ad, someone most certainly made the acqui-

sition!
W log descriptions -
' particularly when
you participate in an auction with
material outside the traditional range
of items handled by the house! Case
in point, this offering in Scott
Winslow's last autograph auction.
Scott’s listings for autographs are
beyond reproach. However, this
etched plate was listed as:
“Exceptional rendition of a bearded
Lincoln, with engraved name below. Likely used for production of
turn of the century prints. Image measures 5" x 7" on a 10" x 12"
brass plate. This plate remains in its original, unmarred condition
and could be used to reproduce additional images.” NOT! You
may recall we offered two similar pieces in our Rail Splitter auc-
tion last May. These plates were the end product ~ positives, not
engraved printer's negatives. This was a popular, Victorian, turn-
of-the-century form of art. You cannot, in fact, ink these shallow-
engraved plates and press a likeness of any quality. They were
simply meant to be decorative as engraved copper plates.

Be careful with cata-




his campaign poll-book
proves you don’t need to
spend an enormous amount
to acquire interesting and
desirable Lincoln epheinera.
Printed on peach colored paper,
this unused “Campaign of 1860"
poll-book was discovered for a rea-
sonable $40 last month at an
APLC. political button show in
Langhorne, PA. by our own Curtis
Lindner. Printed in Albany, this lit-
tle gem was used to list voters in
various school districts and the
candidate of their choice. Although
printed and distributed by the
Republican party, the Interior
pages list each of the candidates
by name — except for Lincoln and
Bell. Columns are provided for
“Republican” and “Doubtful.” =

Another Great JFind!
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