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THE LINCOLNS ABRAHAM:

The Tragic Deaths of all the Abraham Lincolns in the
President’s American Line

Norman F. Boas, M.D.

n President Abraham Lincoln’s fami-
ly line in America, there were nine
lineal descendants of Samuel
Lincoln, the first to settle here.
Included were:
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The only extant example of Abraham Lincoln’s (1744-86) signature. Autographed survey decumeant signed
with his signature attested to by his cousin Hannaniah Lincoln. Lincoln assigns his interest in his 800 acre
Green River Farm in Kenfucky, October 12, 1784, to Christopher Rife. (From; Barton, Lineage of Lincoln,
1929; he citing ownership of the Kentucky State Historical Society.)

Thus ended this line of descendants
bearing the name of Lincoln. It is extraor-
dinary and defies statistical prediction
that all the Abrahams in this line should
have died prematurely. It is interesting to

note that none of the above listed
Lincolns died in the same place or town
in which they were born and only two
died in the same states in"which they

continued page 3

BULLETS AND
BALLOTS:

The Civil War Soldier Vote

Donald Ackerman

earching for Civil War relics is a
consuming pastime for countless
people. The quest takes them
across old battlefields with metal
detectors in hand. While minie-
balls, belt buckles, and bayonets are still

easily found, such discoveries add little
knowledge to events of the day. These
“artifacts” tell a story, but it is one
already recounted numerous times over
the years. Discoveries of less-durable,
less-permanent relics, however, often
invite study and yield new information..,
making the hunt for overlooked
ephemera a real challenge.

One specialized area for Lincoln and
Civil War collectors is ephemera related
to the “soldier's vote” during the War.
Such pieces surface at antique and
ephemera shows, often turn up in attics
or sandwiched inside the pages of an old
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From the Publisher

very vocation, every pursuit, requires consideration of

responsibilities unique to that effort. Fiduciary responsi-

bility, for example, is necessary for those handling other's

financial interests. Responsibility for full-disclosure should

outweigh marketing with those involved in sales. These
“professional responsibilities” define the “ethies” we bring to a
given task. This all came to mind after receiving unsettling cor-
respondence from a disgruntled Rail Splitter.

Qur journal, albeit written to a limited audience, has the
same responsibilities as any national publication. Our code-of-
conduct is no different, we would hope, than that employed at
the Wall Street Journal. While we occasionally express opinions
on the validity of a specific item, such opinions are painstaking-
ly informed, fully vetted, researched, and reached only by con-
sensus. It would be irresponsible to make accusations that were
groundless — it would be unethical to level an attack based on
ownership or personal grievances. Nonetheless, it begs the ques-
tion: why expose ourselves with criticism of anything?

Our responsibility for accuracy is paramount; our adherence
to a contract with our readers is equally important. We publish a
journal that “addresses the concerns and interests of collectors
and dealers of Lincolniana.” We would fail at that task and violate
our contract by not raising questions when appropriate. Should we
prove wrong or out-of-bounds with any comment, and this be ade-
quately demonstrated, we would of course provide appropriate
redress. As Lincoln himself commented in an 1858 letter, “I believe
we need nothing so much as to get rid of unjust suspicions..."

The above prefaces a question for you, our readers. What do
you helieve to be an appropriate course for handling question-
able material? | carefully chose the word “questionable™ - rather
than “spurious” — with a specific item in mind: a signed carte-de-
visite, Over the past few years, we have seen ten Lincoln, Mary
Todd, and John Wilkes Booth signed cartes come to the market.
With the exception of two “posthumously inscribed” examples
(“signed” Lincoln mourning cartes), each was represented as
genuine. But several have been quietly questioned with com-
ments such as “I don’t like it” and “it doesn't feel right.”

It has been pointed out that signing a small carte would be
extremely difficult and possibly yield an atypical signature. Still,
is there any true means of saying "yea" or “nea” on a piece that
didn’t have unquestionable provenance? And more important,
with such items trading at dizzying levels, sold at leading auc-
tions without guarantees, how do you protect yourself?

The challenge to collectors is to seek counsel from know-
ledgeable specialists — dealers with true experience and not just
a fancy gallery. While there is a science to determining the
authenticity of an item, it is also an art. Archivists who have
made a life handling documents learn an acumen that cannot be
taught in an FB.I. document-identification course. Remember...
experts are now questioning numerous “Van Goghs" hanging in
museums around the world as not having been executed by the
Master — paintings that have been studied by other “experts” for
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years! And with proficient forgers like Mark Hoffman - who is
known to have “created” signed cartes — adding to the mix, you
really need to do your homework.

Our advice? Don't get impassioned about a piece without
verifying its soundness. If you don’t have the resources or guid-
ance from a specialist, pay for it. Those willing to spend tens-of-
thousands on an item but unwilling to spend a small percentage
of that to secure an expert opinion deserve what they get. Enjoy
collecting, but collect with both certainty and confidence.

On other matters:

* We have postponed our “Lincoln in Indianapolis™ celebration
next summer. We anticipate being able to announce plans for
an even bigger “Lincoln Day” event, similar to our “Lincoln in
New York” celebration in 1996, and promise to let you know as
soon as everything has been organized!

rit

Rail Splitters David and Carol Yount of Columbus, Indiana, recently visited
with former Republican Vice Presidential candidate Jack Kemp at a GOP
reception. David presented Kemp with the first issue of The Rail Splitter as the
two discussed the importance of having platforms that reflect the principles
and philosophies of Lincoln.
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continued from cover —

were born, Samuel and

Mordecai, in Massachusetts.
The first Abraham was the

President’s grandfather. He was born in

Berks County, Pennsylvania but in 1750

the first

The last piece ever written by President Lincoln.
(Library of Congress)

migrated with his family to Linville Creek
in the Shenandoah Valley, where his
father “Virginia John" bought a 600 acre
farm. In 1773, at the age of 29, Abraham’s
father transferred 215 acres of his farm to
which Abraham added another 52 acres.
It was here that he farmed and raised his
family for the next decade. It is recorded
that as early as 1770 Lincoln was a cap-
tain in the Virginia militia. Whether he
served against the British during the
American Revolution is not clear. It is
known that he fought in the Cherokee
wars as late as 1779,

In 1780, he purchased three war-
rants, each for 400 acres of land in
Kentucky. He is said to have been
encouraged to do so by his friend Daniel
Boone, since the land was so desirable
and inexpensive. With the sale of his
Virginia farm and after the arrival of his
fifth child, his family took the Wilderness

Signature of Abraham "Jack”™ Lincoln on

the flyleaf of one of his books, Brake Up,
by Oliver Optic. (Author's collection)

Trail through the Cumberland Gap and
settled on their new land holdings in
Kentucky. While in Kentucky, Abraham
Lincoln participated in a number of real
estate transactions with his first cousin,
Hannaniah Lincoln. In May 1786, “while
laboring to open a farm in the forest, he
was shot and killed by an Indian” with his
son Thomas at his side. Another son,
Mordecai, who also witnessed the mur-
der, seized a rifle and from a window in a
nearby cabin, shot and killed the Indian.

The second Abraham Lincoln (1809-
1865) was assassinated on April 14, 1865
by John Wilkes Booth. The
President knew of the fate of
his grandfather and related
the story as he knew it a
number of times. He never
knew his grandson
Abraham Lincoln who was
born long after the assassi-
nation.

The last piece that
President Lincoln wrote was
as he was leaving for Ford's
Theater on the evening of
the assassination. George
Ashmun, a  Congress-
man from Massachusetts,
arrived at the White House

son of Robert Todd Lincoln. He died at
the age of 16 1/2 years. He developed a
carbuncle (staphylococcus infection)
and died of a complicating sepsis. Jack
Lincoln was fond of the memory of his
grandfather, and bearing the same name
attempted to mimic his signature as his
own. Jack Lincoln was buried in Lincoln’s
Tomb with his grandfather Abraham and
grandmother Mary. Forty years later, his
mother Mary Harlan Lincoln, at this time
widowed, decided that his body should
be removed from Springlield to Hildene,
their home in Vermont. Accordingly, on
May 22, 1930, orders were issued to
Herbert W. Fay, custodian of Lincoln’s
Tomb, to release the body to the family
for internment in Vermont. The letter was
written by H. H. Cleaveland, Director of
the Department of Public Works and
Buildings of the State of lllinois. =
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DEPARTHMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SUILDINGS

s

M. H CLEAVELAND, Dusecron
DO GARRISON, Assiatant Dinscron

Hay am, 1930,

¥r. EiW. Fay, Custodian,
Lincoln Monument,
Springfisld, 111,

Dear Ur, Fay;

seeking an appointment
with Lincoln. Somewhat
annoyed with this last
minute intrusion, Lincoln
scribbled a note to “Allow
Mr. Ashmun & friend to
come in at 9-AM tomor-
row..."

Abraham “Jack” Lincoln
(1873-90) was the grandson
of the President and only

Letter by H. H. Cleaveland
ordering Herbert W. Fay,
custodian of Lincoln's
Tomb to release the body
of Abraham “Jack” Lincoln
to the custody of Mary
Harlan Lincoln, widow of
Robert Todd Lincoln.
(Author's collection)

I mm $n receipt of powars of at-
torney from Mrs. Mary Lincoln, widow of
Fobert T, Lincoln, constituting Max W, Babb,
of Milwaukee, her representative in the re-
moval of the body of her son Abraham Lincoln,
2nd, from Lincoln Monument.

Aleo power of attorney from Max
W. Babb of Hilwaukee, designating Logan Hay
of Springiie &a his representative, and
Thomae C. Smith Sons as undertskers to handle.
this work. :

You ere to allow Mr, Hay, or his
represantative Thomas O, Smith Sons entravce
to the Tomb at whatever time they soleot for
the removal of the ramaine.

TAY PUBIICITY T3 To B RIVET INTT tr—to Gone
from Ur. Logan Hay, who 1s representing Mrs.
Linooln.

Yours very truly,

E;Bs-olnv%%“g\

Director.
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BuLLETs aAND BALLOTS:

The Civil War Soldier Vote

continued from cover —

book or diary. An assemblage of such
recent finds pictured herein help tell an
interesting tale.

The process of voting appears to
have been highly regulated with both
military and state laws designed to afford
the soldier in the field an opportunity to
exercise his franchise. From studying the
various documents that are available, we
can piece together the different elements
involved.

Each state had eligibility require-
ments that included age (normally twen-
ty-one), military status, and length of res-
idency within the state and county. The
War Department’s General Orders No.
265, “Regulations in respect to the distri-
bution of election tickets and proxies in
the Army,” define how military represen- |
tatives of each political party were L lei
selected, one per corps unit, to distrib-
ute election tickets and proxies. Civilian
representatives of each political party
were likewise chosen to oversee the bal-
loting. As with peacetime elections, can-
vassing and speechmaking at the polls
was prohibited.

Soldiers had several options avail-
able to them. One of these, the proxy
vote, could be submitted either in the
field or at the primary place of residence.
A “Soldier's Power of Attorney” autho-
rized a designated individual to vote on
behalf of the absentee soldier.

Another option was voting by mail.
This entailed the completion and sub-
mission of an affidavit certifying various
eligibility requirements, one of which
stipulated non-involvement “in any bet
or wager depending upon the result of
said election.” In an era when election
bets were commonplace, it appears that
the military was held to a higher stan-
dard. Special soldiers’ ballots were print-
ed for each state and slate of electors.
Care was taken that these ballots would
not fall into the wrong hands. The ballot
was sealed in the affidavit envelope and
then placed in a sealed “Soldier’s Vote”
transmittal envelope which was brought
to polling place inspectors on election




THE RAILSPLITTER

A collection of ephemera from the
1894 Presidential election associated
with the Soldiers' vote.
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day for tabulation. Eacl '
process was supervised and attested to
in writing by duly authorized officials,

Circumstances permitting, soldiers
sometimes voted in the field, at “compa-
ny polls.” Again, attention to eligibility
rules and regulations was strictly
adhered to. “Poll Books" were printed for
each company in which to record the
votes of eligible voters for each county
within the state. Election judges and
clerks were appointed and sworn to con-
duct the recording of votes. Voting was
conducted for both state and national
elections. The poll book pictured here
was used in the presidential contest and
records two votes. It speaks to the
importance of the process - it was
deemed necessary to involve four offi-
cials and use up an entire ledger just to
record but two votes! Other books some-
times list 20-30 participating voters.

In contrast to later elections. there
were no accusations of fraud or irregu-
larities. Considering the context and
times involved, the election of 1864 was
rather spirited and included its share of
mudslinging. Some of the attacks on
Lincoln were particularly vicious. Even
though he was accused of taking various
liberties connected with the prosecution
of the War, Lincoln held the electoral
process sacred and did nothing to com-
promise the process or the result, He
won 77.5% of the military vote, even
though it was not critical to the success
of his reelection effort. The real signifi-
cance is that the nominating conventions
and election went off on schedule, These
battlefield artifacts are a poignant
reminder of that achievement, =
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NEw JERSEY's
ABRAHAM
[_iNcOoLN

Stuart Lutz

braham Lincoln. Born in Kentucky,
raised in Indiana, gained political
prominence in Illinois. But let us
not forget Lincoln's roots in central
New Jersey's Monmouth County.
Surprised? Apparently, our Lincoln would
be also, In a short autobiography written
during the 1860 Presidential election,
Lincoln claimed that his only known her-
itage was that his “father, Thomas, &
grand-father, Abraham, were born in
Rockingham county Virginia, whither
their ancestors had come from Berks
county Pennsylvania. His lineage has
been traced back no farther than this.™
Over a century later, historians have
been able to track the Lincoln lineage all
the way back to England. His family tree
traces back to Monmouth County in the
following manner:

¢ Abraham Lincoln was born February
12, 1809 in Hardin County, Kentucky,
the son of Thomas Lincoln and Nancy
Hanks. Thomas Lincoln is believed to
have been born in 1778 in Rockingham
County, Virginia. By the time he was
eighteen, he had already moved to
Kentucky with his father, Abraham, and
worked at various jobs.*

®
SALTER'S MiLL

RICHARD SALTER DWNED THIS
MILL AND AN IRONWORKS:

SON-IN-LAW, NORDECAI
LINCOLN, WAS GREAT-GREAT
GRANDFATHER OF A. LINCOLN.

* Abraham, the grandfather of the
President, was killed in Kentucky by
Indians in 1784. Born in Pennsylvania,
as the President’s autobiography cor-
rectly noted, he was married in North
Carolina.’ In 1773, his father John gave
him two hundred ten acres of land in
Rockingham County. but he eventually
moved further west.'

+ John Lincoln, the President’s great-
grandfather, was born in Monmouth
County, and his father Mordechai
granted him three hundred acres of
land “lying in the Jerseys.” John, how-
ever, did not appear interested in stay-
ing there, so he moved to Berks
County, Pennsylvania. By 1768, he
moved to Rockingham County, where

he married into a promi-

nent family.” Mordechai

Lincoln, the great-great-

grandfather of  the

President, was born in

Massachusetts but even-

tually moved to central

New lJersey, and died in

Pennsylvania.® He was a

blacksmith by trade, but

also ran a sawmill and
gristmill. When he died in

1727, he left a consider-

able estate of over three

thousand pounds.

Today, Mordechai
Lincoln’s gristmill, known
as Salter's Mill, still

stands in Imlaystown, in western
Monmouth County. Mordechai operated
the mill with his father-in-law Richard
Salter, and a plaque on the building com-
memorates the famous ancestors who
once worked there. =

Directions: New Jersey Turnpike to exit
TA, route 195, Take 195 East to exit 11,
Imlaystown/Cox’s Corner. At the end of
the exit ramp, make a right and travel
about threequarters of a mile to the end
of the road. At the end, make a left on
Monmouth County Route 526, then an
immediate right on Imlaystown Road.
About a quarter mile on the right, at the
corner of Imlaystown and Davis Station
Roads, is Salter's Mill. The trip is about
an hour from Philadelphia and an hour
and a half from New York City.

" The Collected Works Of Abraham
Lincoln. Roy P. Basler, editor. Volume
4, page 60. Lincoln’s writing was dated
circa June, 1860,

Louis Warren, Lincoln's Youth, Indiana

Years (New York:Appleton, Century,

Crofts, Inc., 1959), page 4.

* Henry C. Whitney, Lincoln The Citizen
(New York: The Current Literature
Publishing Company, 1907), page 4.

* Ida M. Tarbell, The Life of Abraham
Lincoln (New York: Lincoln Historical
Society, 1924), page 3.

* Tarbell, page 3.

* Whitney, page 4.

" Tarbell, page 2.
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utzon Borglum is most famous as the sculptor of Mt

Rushmore. He also sculpted the "Seated Lincoln™ in 1911 at

the commission of a wealthy New Jersey businessman.

There were two original castings made of this work: one

now displayed in front of the Essex County Courthouse in
Newark, New lersey; the other is owned by the Rushmore-
Borglum Story Museum in Keystone, South Dakota. Borglum was
inspired by stories of how Lincoln, after receiving bad news from
the War Department telegraph office, would remove himself to
a bench in the White House garden to gather his thoughts.
Borglum commented, “Run over the seated figures in history: go
back, for instance, to the modern Rodin’s ‘The Thinker." Rodin’s
is not really a thinker, but something broader than that - a man,
the product of physical development, brooding over his naked-
ness. The Lincoln | have endeavored to portray is not thinking
about himself. His mind is engrossed with the vast responsibili-
ties that have weighed him down, He alone realized their magni-
tude; he alone knew the strength he must have to support them
and hold himself erect.”

Borglum was a resident of Stamford, Connecticut from 1910
to 1927, His brother Solon, a celebrated sculptor of Western sub-
jects, also lived in the state. The second casting of the “Seated
Lincoln” was loaned to the City of Stamford for several years and
the city was given an opportunity to purchase it for $250,000,
Unfortunately, fund-raising efforts fell short and the statue was
returned. It proved so popular with Stamford residents that a
local sculptor, John Blair, was commissioned to produce anoth-
er version, though not an exact copy. His version, “The Stamford
Lincoln™ now resides In Veteran's Park, proving perhaps that
there's “plenty of Lincoln to go around!”

We are pleased to picture both versions, along with some
souvenir postcards issued shortly after the 1911 dedication of
the Newark statue. 7

The Stamford Lincoln
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CHUCK HAND

P.0.BOX 5
PARIS, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 463-4555

email: butch@tigerpaw.com
www.tigerpaw.com/alincoln

Specializing in Books,
Pamphlets, Prints,
Autographs, and
Ephemera about
Abraham Lincoln and
His Time

Interested in purchasing
single items or collections
Catalogs Issued
Inquiries Invited




LETTERS
e EDITOR

Dear Rail Splitter:

In conjunction with research for a bio-
graphy of Boston Corbett (the eccentric New
York cavalry sergeant responsible for the
death of President Lincoln's assassin, John
Wilkes Booth), historian Steven G. Miller and
[ are attempting to identify and catalog all of
Corbett's known photographic images.

Would your readers have any images in
their collections, or know where any might
be available for reproduction? We'd appreci-
ate photocopies of any images, and will
gladly reimburse them for the incon-
venience. We're interested in all image processes, including
daguerreotypes, ambrotypes, salt and albumen prints, cartes-de-
visite, tintypes, cabinet and stereocards, lithographic prints,
newspaper images, and even later reproductions.

We appreciate your consideration and assistance.

Sincerely,

Biamne V. Houmes, MD

367 Woodland Drive, SE

Cedar Rapids, lowa 52403-2821

o
Dear Rail Splitter:

[ just received the latest (and, as usual) engaging issue of
The Rail Splitter. The interview with Ralph Newman well repaid
study; but | swear nothing has so requited the cost of my sub-
scription as the chance to gape aghast at that campaign banner
proving Abraham Lincoln was a marmoset in the suit. Thank you!

Your not knowing who Isaac R. Diller was, however, is noth-
ing short of reprehensible! Perhaps | should be institutionalized
for knowing, but | suspect at least a few other readers will take
you to task. Herewith, an article from the 1940 Lincoln Herald
which succinctly oullines Diller's claim to immortality.

Regards,
Tiv BAKKEN
Clarendon Hills, IL

[Editor: Ooops! Of course we know Isaac Diller — and his
father Isaac Diller - and assure you that our oversight was a mat-
ter of poor proof-reading... but then again, at this point, who's
going to believe us! For the benefit of other readers, Isaac was
the little boy with “blurred” head and in-focus body appearing in
a famous photograph of Lincoln and his two youngest sons
posed outside their Springfield home in 1860. Isaac’s aunt lived
across the street and her home was the vantage point used by
the photographer to take his picture. This fleeting moment,
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imperfect as it was, preserved for all posterity, would serve as a
precious reminder of a young boy’s association with the Lincoln
family. In 1940, when an article was written on the last-living
individual to have been photographed with Lincoln (the article
referenced above) Diller was 87 years of age. Thanks Tim!]

o
Dear Rail Splitter.

I've enjoyed reading The Rail Splitter since it began in 1995,
but was chagrined to see on page 31 of the recent issue (volume
3, number 1-2) that the Association of Lincoln Presenters was left
out of your Lincoln association list. I trust that this oversight will
be corrected in the next issue, especially since many of your
readers belong to the A.L.P.

In Lincoln's image,
DAN Bassug, Pr.D.

[Editor: Doctor Dan - Please forgive us! We were indeed
remiss in omitting the name of your organization which does so
much to keep the legacy of Abraham Lincoln alive. For those
interested in more information on this wonderful association,
please address your inquiries to:

DR. DANIEL BASSUK
1143 River Road
Neshanic, New Jersey (08853

Visit StonePost at http://www.stonepost.com
——0Or request a brochure—

Sculptural reproductions of
Abraham Lincoln
cast and hand-finished from
works by historical artists like
Bissell, Volk, French, & Brenner

(&
StonePost

CORPORATION

RR2 Box 644, Putney, Vermont 05346
Phone & Fax: 802-254-3674 ® Email: info@stonepost.com

“Casting Memorable [deas”
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Schneider. A Schiffer Book for Collectors
and Historians. Schiffer Publishing
Company, Atglen, Pa. 288 pp. $69.95.

Collecting Limcoln by Stuart

COLLECTING

A
LINCOLN

WITH VALUES

STUART
SCHNEIDER

r Collectors and Historians

Stuart Schneider is a New Jersey
attorney who collects from-life pho-
tographs of Lincoln and has written a
series of books/price-guides on various
collectibles. His latest effort, Collecting
Lincoln, is quite impressive and an ambi-
tious undertaking. In it, he attempts to
cover seventeen different categories of
Lincolniana, giving background informa-
tion on each specialty with numerous
illustrations. The book is of the “coffee
table” variety printed on heavy, glossy
stock, with beautiful color photographs,
most taken by the author. The layout is
very creative and aesthetically pleasing.

The author briefly discusses famous
Lincoln collectors of the past, current
market trends, and includes a bibliogra-
phy and “resource guide” of associations,
periodicals, and auctioneers. While cer-
tain areas, such as photographs, are cov-
ered more fully than others, this work

will not supplant specialized tomes such
as Milgram's Abraham Lincoln lllustrated

Envelopes and Letter Paper 1860-1865 or
King’s Lincoln in Numismatics. After all, it
is a general source providing an
overview. Given that, some restraint
in the depiction of certain types of
items would have been justified. The
chapter on “Statues, Busts, &
Plaques™ is 24 pages and reproduces
more than necessary.

While the text is commendable
in its accuracy and thoroughness,
the price guide is another matter.
Given the beauty of photography
and design, this book should have a
long “shelf-life.” Collectors are done
a disservice by the inclusion of
prices which are only partially accu-
rate and soon outdated. The author
realizes this and tries to overcome
the objection by substituting a price
range. By comparing ranges, he
argues, readers will be able to dis-
cern relative scarcity. Perhaps, but a
“scarcity guide” coupled with a
“demand or desirability” factor
might have been preferable. With
these books in circulation for count-
less years, a rating after each item (for
example something like: “A” = common,
many examples easily found; “C" = avail-
able, but hard to source. Moderate pric-
ing; “E" = only a few known, extremely
scarce and prohibitive) would have
served readers better, Much of the kitsch
or later commemorative material is over-
valued, and there are some major miscal-
culations among the campaign material: a
Lincoln portrait flag worth $15-20,000
guided at $5.500-7,500 and a Lincoln-
Johnson jugate ribbon worth $15,000 list-
ed at $3-4,000. Still, it is an impressive
assemblage and a truly stunning presen-
tation, This book is recommended for the
library of all Lincoln collectors. It is love-
ly to look at and contains some authori-
tative commentary. Hopefully, it will
serve as a useful guide for the up-and-
coming Lincoln collector and the general
public not yet initiated into this collect-
ing discipline.

Quotes are given b
Lmbaln;a :i:g ianﬂicam
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ight or Wrong, God Judge Me:The

Writings of John Wilkes Booth,

ediled by John Rhodehamel and Louise
Taper, University of lllinois Press, Urbana and
Chicago, 171 pp.. 1997.

Telatsd b

fohin Kbodehame

ar! Lonise Taper

Fellow Rail Splitter and distinguished
Lincoln collector Louise Taper, along
with Huntington Library Curator of
American Historical Manuscripts John
Rhodehamel, have compiled a book con-
taining all known writings of John Wilkes
Booth. Many of these come from the
Taper collection, the largest of its kind.
The book gives biographical information
on Booth and his family, a summary of
extant autograph material and its
sources, plus an extensive bibliography.
Entries are extensively annotated, pro-
viding background information in many
cases more fascinating than the letters
themselves. It is a singular reference
source, bringing together in one place
many manuscripts generally unavailable.
Some interesting entries include a politi-
cal speech written by Booth during the
December 1860 secession crisis and a
series of love letters written to a 17 year
old admirer from Boston. The speech,
previously unpublished,was mysterious-
ly preserved by Edwin Booth, even
though he methodically destroyed a
quantity of similar material. A great deal
of John Wilkes Booth's writings were

destroyed by authorities or a vengeful
public. In many cases, letters were
destroyed by Booth associates to avoid
any guilt by association. Some letters pre-
sented in the volume are known only
through newspaper reports or trial tran-
scripts, the originals being lost.

The purpose of this work is to paint
a detailed portrait of Booth, detached
from the rancor and revulsion of his act.
It reveals various aspects of his charac-
ter, including his abilities and successes
as an actor, his business dealings, his var-
ious romantic involvements, and his
political beliefs and sensibilities. It takes
umbrage with the popular notion that
Booth was a lunatic, and instead asserts
that his was a political act. The book is
certainly a worthy entry - it is not neces-
sary to ascribe more importance to it
than it merits. The notion that Booth was
simply insane has long been dismissed —
the “debunking” is complete. Modern
scholarship is cognizant of his political
viewpoints, his adherence to the
Southern cause, and his motivations, The
various plots against Lincoln and Booth's
involvement in same have been publi-
cized at some length, There are no great
revelations here, but a fine piece of schol-
arship nonetheless. It stands on its own in
that regard. Each reader can draw his or
her own conclusions based on an impar-
tial reading of the material. These repre-
sent Booth's innermost thoughts, unsul-
lied by the judgment of history.

athew Brady and the Image of

History, by Mary Panzer, Smithsonian

Institution Press for the National Porirait
Gallery, Washington and London, 232 pp.,
1997, $39.95.

Mary Panzer, Curator of Photo-
graphs at the National Portrait Gallery,
has written this book as a companion to
the traveling Brady exhibit currently at
the National Portrait Gallery. Future
stops include the Fogg Art Museum at
Harvard and the International Center for
Photography in New York City.

The book is handsomely-produced
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and esthetically pleasing. It contains a
wealth of information on Brady’s career
and that of some of his colleagues.
Brady's involvement with the effort to
record for posterity the images of promi-
nent Americans, his photo-journalistic
efforts during the Civil War, and his ele-
vation of photography as art are chroni-
cled. It is interesting to see how his por-
traits were copied as engravings and
used as models by painters for historical
tableaux. Short biographical sketches of
the people whose images are displayed
and an extensive bibliography round out
the volume,

Although there are some wonderful
images included, the selection is not par-
ticularly Inspiring, representing but a
nice cross-section. The research is thor-
ough, but does not reveal new insight or
information. To date, there are four dif-
ferent volumes on Brady that have been
authored - more than adequate on the
subject. For those not familiar with
Brady, this specific work serves as a fine
introduction. Perhaps the book, as the
exhibit, represent a fine survey of the
photographer. They both lack, however,
the telling of a story — much less a com-
pelling biography. &
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occasionally there is an accompanying aesthetic benefit; in
other words, some of them are really pretty to look at!

For those with an interest in political ribbons, there are cer-
tain characteristics which add to an item's appeal beyond graph-
ics and content. Most early 19th century ribbons were made of
silk or satin and printed in black ink on white cloth. Having a rib-
bon printed on colored material enhances
its appeal, Pink and blue were commonly
used, with green, tan, yellow, and purple
employed less often. Ribbons printed in
more than one color are quite nice. The two
known varieties of Lincoln-Johnson jugate
ribbons are printed in red & blue, as is the
case with a few portrait and name ribbons.
We know of a multi-colored ribbon for Henry
Clay from 1844 and a Buchanan ribbon with
metallic fringe, but know of no counterparts
for Lincoln.

The use of brocade material (*brocade”
- a fabric woven with a raised overall pat-
tern) for ribbons would seem to date from

All‘hough most collectibles have obvious historical value,

- a

b
i
i
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1840 to 1864. These ribbons, usually seen on white fabric, have
certain design elements that are very attractive. These include
edge scalloping, raised or embossed designs in the body of the
ribbon, lace panels, and the interweaving of gold thread.
Examples may have one or all of these elements. Pictured are
several examples from our files. These include: Winfield Scott, a
Lincoln-Hamlin “Brady,” a “Peace Commissioners” ribbon from
1864, and a McClellan. The Brady has an ornate diamond-pattern
design along the borders and the McClellan has all the above-
mentioned design elements, including embossed oak leaves. For
reasons unknown, the use of brocade after 1864 was halted com-
pletely. It is certainly a shame, as these ribbons are extremely
lovely and make a special addition to any collection, &
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EARLY AMERICAN MAKES HiSTORY !

ORrpER YOUR CaraLocs Topay * ONLy $36 FOrR A FULL YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION OF Six CATALOGUES

Participate in Early American’s Important Upcoming Mail Bid Auctions
Nearly 1,000 Items in each Catalog of Historic Material Including ...

FEBRUARY 7™
MARcH 28™
May 16™
JUNE 27™
AUGUST 22"
OCTOBER 3™

Autographs ¢ Historic Washington & Lincoln Related Items * Rare Maps
Antique Playing Cards * Colonial Coins & Medals * Urited States Coinage
Colonial Currency * Fiscal Paper & Bonds * Historic Newspapers
Encased Postage Stamps * United States Currency * Civil War Era Photos
Colonial Artifacts * Ephemera & Prints * Early Magazines * Almanacs
Swords & Powder Horns * Documents & Broadsides * Americana

Our catalogs are on the Internet with every photo enlarged & in full color !
http://www.EarlyAmerican.com

EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY AUCTIONS. INC.

P.O. Box 3341 » LaJolla, CA 92038 » (619) 459-4159 = Fax (619) 459-4373 » e-Mail: ean@cts.com
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n July 16th, California Book
Auctions (a division of
Butterfield & Butterfield)

held an auction that included property
from the library of Mark Twain. The
one lot that related to Lincoln was a
gold presentation pocket watch
Inscribed: To Herr Franz Himmer/A.L/
Abraham Lincoln/ Washington/1864.
While Lincoln received a great many
gifts as president, some of which have
been discussed in these pages, gifts
from him are rarely encountered. We
have endeavored to determine the
identity of “Herr Himmer,” but without
success. We have tapped into institu-
tional resources with our inquiry and
sourced numerous possible leads
including lists of Medal of Honor win-
ners, but have come up empty. The
provenance cited in the catalog was
the “Mark Twain Library Auction,
Hollywood, April 10, 1951 which still
doesn’t tell us a whole lot. The prob-
lem with auctions is that they some-
times dont allow sufficient time to
research items like this. Hopefully, the
successful bidder knew the identity of
the mysterious "Herr Himmer" and
his possible connection to Mark
Twain... not to mention Lincoln! If not,
then “never the twain shall meet."
pice: $5,000 plus 15% buyer’s.

Sale

soid a ﬁoupis.'at.. mc!auon
‘ ums hmmmm One.

orm Flayderman is a well-
recognized name among mili-
tary collectors. He's issued

fixed-price catalogs for over 40 vears,
first in Connecticut and now in Florida.
Historical items will occasionally be “pep-
pered in" with his stock-in-trade:
firearms, swords, powderhorns,
and scrimshaw. This: past June,
Norm issued a mammoth catalog
containing over 3,000 lots featuring
fifteen pages of Lincolniana selected
from his personal holdings. There
were all sorts of interesting pieces of
ephemera, most of which are rarely
encountered. A sampling of these
include: an 1864 “Lincoln Campaign
Songster” for $175, a small engraved
invite or pass to the Second
Inaugural for $275, a vicious anti-
Lincoln paperback "Abraham Africanus |,
His Secret Life..." for $250, whaleship
papers signed by Lincoln for $9,500, a
very rare Lincoln & Hamlin ballot from
Virginia for $350, a small terra cotta vase
circa 1865 for $425, and a tintype of a
Union soldier wearing a Lincoln ferro for
$695. Items sold quickly, with all collec-
tors “charging” and attempting to “cap-
ture” their objective. (At this late hour,
puns don't come easy!)

F

rank Poole of Tampa, Florida recently offered at fixed
price a “grouping” of Lincoln items: this 10 1/2" tall
parian bust signed by sculptor M. Milmore together
with a silk mourning ribbon, the both for $395.
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€6 gja vu" all over again! On
July 29, 1997, Stonington
Fine Aris of Stonington,

Connecticut offered for sale a 29
% 36" oil on canvas of J. Wilkes
Booth by Emanuel Leutze, artist
of the  American icon
“Washington  Crossing  the
Delaware.” We reported on a sim-
ilar Leutze canvas, oval in shape,
that Neal Auction Company of
New Orleans sold two years ago
for $2,750. Must have been a cot-
tage industry — Booth in the
round and Boaoth on the square,
On close inspection, the
“Stonington” Booth is a little
more gaunt in the face and
combs his hair on a different
side. Maybe Leutze's memory
was failing or this was his version
of the post-assassination Booth.

THE RAILSPLITTER

Not in the “icon™ category, this
version failed to reach the
reserve of $8,000
against an esti-
mate of $10-
15.000.

or those on a limited /"""/K’ “

budget, The Book Barn of Wells,

Maine auctioned an “autographed
fragment” in their June sale. It consisted
of a scrap of paper with but three words in
Lincoln's hand “...wishes to see...” Though
not on the same level as George Bush's
“read my lips," it was still Lincoln. It sold
for $242 — or $80 per word!

auction in their Boston gallery. Of particular note was a cus-

tom-bound volume of autographs and portraits of Lincoln and
twenty-seven Union generals. The Lincoln piece was a signed pardon.
The collection netted $10,925.

O n May 24, 1997 Skinner's hosted a “Books & Manuscripts”

13
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hristie's “Printed Books
and Manuscripts™ sale
on April 21, 1997

included four lots of Lincoln
autographs. Of political interest
was an autograph letter signed Wfé' /ffé;?m
July 15, 1846, addressed to 4

John Bennett of Petersburg. In it,

Lincoln requests political infor-

mation on  Martin Morris of

Menard County, vis-a-vis Lincoln’s effort to win the Whig
nomination for Congress. He wants to know the affiliation
of key figures, "particularly the names of those who are
going strong against me..." The contest was a heated one,
since John Hardin, the incumbent, refused to accede the
nomination to Lincoln with whom he had a previous “gen-

ex  Stark of Gérdnar.
Massachusetts came out with
another fixed-price catalog this

past July. Stuffed with all sorts of good-
ies, it included a pristine, gem-size tin-
type of J. Wilkes Booth — tagged at
$1,200; a large-size salt print of Lincoln
by Fassett (Ostendorf #16) — $3.950; a
22" high plaster bust of the beardless
Lincoln from 1860, looking more like
Cicero than Lincoln, possibly copied from
the Volk bust of the same vintage —
$1,750; a double-swivel campaign torch,
of the type used exclusively by Wide-
Awakes, initialed and dated 1860 by the
original user — $375; and the item pic-
tured here —a handsome 6th plate matted
tintype of Lincoln copied from a never-
before-seen engraving, $2.750.

tleman’s agreement.” This remarkable letter with true con-
tent reflecting “Lincoln the politician” sold for $23,000. A
signed endorsemenit, usually a “run of the mill” item, was
made particularly significant because Lincoln signed it on
April 14, 1865. It was aggressively guided at $25,000-
35,000, and passed at $13,000.
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n a similar “note™ was a document signed by Lincoln appointing

a coliector of customs for New Orleans. Although filled out in a

clerk’s hand on April 13, 1865, it was not signed by Lincaln until
April 14th. Offered by Sotheby’s on May 19, 1997, this was one of two
commissions that Lincoln signed on the last day of his life. It merited a bid
of $31,000 (plus 15% buyer’s premium). This sale offered a large quanti-
ty of additional Lincoln autograph material. A printed document signed, a
- draft order for Massachusetts from 1863 made muster at $9,000. For a
“few dollars less” ($8,000), you could have had an 1852 legal document
signed by Lincoln agreeing to work jointly with another attorney on a con-
tingency basis, one of only three such documents known. “Old Abe” might
have been honest, but he still preferred cash up front!
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tack's, the prominent New
York numismatists, have o8
recently advertised ;

items at fixed prices. Their
offerings include colonial,
commemorative, Indian
peace medals, and other
numismatic classics. In
August 1997 they adver-
tised a silver copy of the
small size Lincoln Peace
Medal. Only 100 were minted,
and there are auction
records for just four
specimens. Their
example, depicting a
baseball game and
rather gruesome
scalping tableaux
around the rim,
was $14,500.

iegel Auction Galleries of New York
City, philatelic specialists, sold this

inscribed Brownell cover for $800

on Aprii 89, 1997.
Ellsworth stuff is fairly plen-
tiful, but Brownell material
is relatively scarce, just in
case you're interested.

Wafr.-dy HY
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ntique Paper Guild of
Bellevue, Washington,
photographic  and

postcard specialists, had an
Ellsworth the Martyr-Brownell
the Avenger ferrotype in their
June 19, 1997 mail auction.
Probably produced by the same
enterprising manufacturer who
made the Jeff Davis-
Beauregard ferrotype, this
patriotic doo-dad sold for $200.

he October 28, 1997 auction

of "History-Makers: A Rare

Find Gallery” sold a lot com-
prised of three sheets containing
autographs of Andrew Johnson, all
seven members of the Lincoln cabi-
net, John Nicolay, and Joseph Holt,
the Judge Advocate General. This
unique collection of an early auto-
graph seeker, guided at $3,500-4,500
made it to $3,800.

phone, and fax auction on

September 9, 1997. It included a
cornucopia of Lincolniana, over 40 lots of
CDV's, campaign items, and memorial
ephemera. (Prices quoted do not includ-
ed the 15% buyer’s premium.) A “solitary
pine" CDV (sans autograph) was
$1,050, a “penny profile” COV was
$925, memorial sheet music
ranged from $100-160. a paper
campaign ribbon from 1864 was
$1,500. An “1860 Republican
Invincibles” ribbon sold for $310.
[In the “not everything is what it
seems” category, this is not an
1860 campaign piece, but a politi-
cally inspired commemorative of
later vintage (c. 1880?) Although
the “Republican Invincibles” was
an active Lincoin club in 1860, all
extant memorabilia seems to post-
date the election.] But by far the
biggest "prize" was this extremely
rare Lincoln-Hamlin jugate ribbon
on pink silk (only the second auc-
tion appearance in the last 30
years). The only other three known
examples are black on white silk,
one in quite poor condition with
significant loss. This being on pink
and in pristine condition did not escape
the attention of several dealers. It brought
a record price for a Lincoln campaign rib-
bon at auction: $14,000.

J im and Pat Smith conducted a mail,
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tlantic  Auction
Gallery, Ltd. of
Sagamore,

Massachusetts offered
two intriguing Lincoin
presentation items on
their September 25, 1997
auction. One was & pair

of brass candle snuffers inscribed “Mary Todd Lincoln, from Abraham
1842." The other was an jvory handled cane presented by Lincoln to
General George A. Pratt. The candle snuffers, if authentic, would be

rather significant — a wedding gift from Lincoln to his wife. As with all 2 :

such items, obtaining reliable provenance is essential. The candle Y i AR ( < / /"f/
snuffers are the type routinely encountered at antique shows and would . ikl A

only be of modest value if uninscribed. We cannot shed any more light /TR ¢ ; 74 ’

on this subject except to report that these snuffers sold for $990 while A B bl Oa W

the cane realized §2,750. By coincidence, the sale also included a chair
on which “George Washington said his prayers” (isn’t that supposed to
be a pew?).

fe..

- Erply £ Walpiller, NY, dated 1864 ..
signed on bottom Abraham Lincoln in his
nandwriting $285." A daguerreotype of

~dimension, signed by Lincoln, by a

photographer nobody has v heard of,

sounds like @ great deal tous!

odd Axelrod runs “Simple &

Direct: Gallery of History Direct

Auction” out of Las Vegas. We
don't know the difference between a
direct auction and an indirect one; how-
ever, Mr. Axelrod’s catalogs conform to a
current trend, that of listing a minimum
bid alongside a estimate of retail value.
The September 17, 1997 auction had a
souvenir from that very strange individ-

he Old Print
Shop of NYC
(established in

1898, making it an old
Old Print Shop) issues
periodic fixed-price lists.
Their September 1997
edition contained several

ual, Boston Corbett, Booth’s assassin. It
was an “autographed quotation signed”
(AQS) inscribed “Trust Thou in God." It
sold for $3,450 (including buyer's).

Lincoln-related items. A
rarely-encountered two-color lithograph
of Lincoln's funeral procession in
Philadelphia was $3,500. A unique water-
color of the National Lincoln Monument
in Oak Ridge Cemetery, possibly a com-
mission by one of the monument com-
mittee members, could grace your wall
for $22.000.

lue Dolphin Antiques of Northport, Maine has
B for sale an unusual engraving of Lincoin
inscribed; “Copied by Permission from the orig-
inal picture by Matthew Wilson, now in the possession
of the Hon. Gideon Wells, Secy. of the Navy.” 19 x 22"

overall within a “dynamite tramp art frame” and pub-
lished by Prang & Co. in 1865, the price is $800.
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g can vouch for
Courtney
Auctions of

Richfield, Pennsylvania. But
even the best houses will
sometimes get “stuck” offer-
ing spurious  material.
Courtney held an auction on
August 31, 1997 with a large collection of political memora-
bilia. Of several Lincoin items, only one turned out to be total-
ly legit. (That was a cast-iron head of Lincoln inscribed
“Preserve the Union 1864" which sold for $175.) The “ringer”
was a strange piece, indeed. Unforfunately, we do not have a
clear graphic to reproduce here, but someone took a photo-
graph (possibly from a reference book) of the well-known
Lincoln multi-colored campaign portrait ribbon on paper from
the Philadelphia Satin Badge Company (see below). They lam-
inated it to a small board and mounted it within a brass frame
approx. 11/2 x 1 3/4". Remember... if it's never been seen in
an “odd-ball format,” it's worth questioning. A genuine exam-
ple of that badge, however, did recently trade-hands. Pam

ana Linett offers historical Americana on a

regular basis, either through auction or
fixed-price ads. His La Jolla, California mail-

auction, Early American History, issues an amazing
number of catalogs —six a year! These catalogs offer
B currency, autographs, ephemera, maps,
(BRI BALHIS) ""i and other collectibles. Examples from

- some recent sales include: July 12th

sale — a postally-used envelope from
occupied Tennessee inscribed “Vote for
Abe and you close the war...soldier,"
$288; August 23rd sale — a rare colored
Currier & lves lithograph of Lincoln's
funeral procession in NY, $490; a well-
executed wooden profile plaque of
Lincoln failed to draw a bid (est.$400-
600); an 1873 facsimile of the broad-
side for the April 14th presentation of

4'"0@
LIBERTY,

i e B 0t e
CETIO ABIIRL cileh KEpLS
T Bowik Thot 80 Fhilads

and Dick Oestreicher’s “American
Social History and Social
Movements” Sale No. 7 closed on
June 16, 1997. It contained over a
dozen Lincoln pieces including the
paper badge selling for $2,200
(plus buyers). Also, an unused
classic Lincoln-Johnson jugate
cover sold for $875. One wonders
how high it would have gone had
it been postally-used. Another
one of those Lincoln tombstone
embossed cards we've discussed
in the past popped up, this time
with no hype and a realistic esti-
mate, selling for $121.

om Slater's Americana, one
of the leading dealers in

“Our American Cousin”, $230; and, as
pictured here from the September 27th
sale — five different Civil War patriotic
stickpins, each selling in the $250
price-range.

n August 2,
Shamrock
Auction

Service held an estate
auction in West
Franklin, Pennsylvania,
Besides “the usual sus-
pects,” the sale included
a rarity, a medium folio
Currier & lves litho-
graph of “Hon. Abraham
Lincoln Republican
Candidate for 16th
President of the United
States." A black and

politicals, held an auction in
June that included this campaign
handbill for George McClellan dating
from the 1864 election. With a refer-
ence to ancient Roman celebrity —
perhaps lost on most of our contem-
poraries — it managed a bid of $267.

white version sold a year or two ago by
the Old Print Shop in NYC for $1,500. This
version was lightly colored, but with some
age toning and edge stains. Overcoming
the “handicap” of being offered at an out-
of-the-way, unadvertised country-sale,
this example earned a respectable $1,550.
No buyer's premium here, thank you.
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t must be contagious, that need

to deal in Americana! We noticed

another entrant in a recent ad In
a New England publication. Robert
and Patsy Hassert of Wyncole,
Pennsylvania operate “American
Memories” and sell “American
Historical Memorabilia."  They
‘offered a plate from the Lincoln
White House service. Price: $7,800.

J aja Vellleux Antiques, Inc. in
association with Thomaston
' Place Auction Galleries of
Thomaston, Maine conducted a sale on
August 30, 1997. Among the items
offered was this 17" high spelter bust
simply titled *A. Lincoln." Dated 1865,
after the likeness by Thomas D. Jones
created in Washington in 1864, this ren-
dering was most likely issued as a
memorial item... a very reasonable
$450 (plus 10%).

orm Boas of Seaport Autographs in Connecticut
N had one item which caught our eye in his “Catalog

72." It was a circa 1921 photo of Herbert Fay's per-
sonal collection of Lincolniana as displayed at Lincoln's
Tomb, of which Fay was the custodian, Priced at $100, there
were multiple orders on this image, proving the strength in
the market for such post-assassination pieces.
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memnrabllﬂr for the Gﬂfkﬂcthrﬂn?es}br"

all sorts of historic memorabilia and manuscript material in

their periodic auctions. The June 24th and 27th 1997 sale
was a “two-catalog” affair and contained six different Lincoln auto-
graphs. Of particular interest was a September 18, 1861 autograph
letter signed to John Dahlgren, inventor of a rifled large bore cannon
named after him, asking him to examine a model of a “chain-shot.”
This letter reflects Lincoln’s keen interest in munition technology,
and his efforts to gain an advantage over the Confederates. It sold for
$9,500 plus 10% buyer’s, A typed manuscript signed by FD.R. sent
to the Lincoln Association of Ohio in 1936 praised Lincoln as "Self-
sustained, self-educated, and grounded in com-
mon sense through contact with his fellow - -
man, he developed that homely philesophy with
which we have come to associate his name and
with which he was to solve the problems of a
distraught nation.” This kudo garnered $6,000.

g lexander Autographs, Inc. of Greenwich, Connecticut offers

Formrtie Praniin
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n October 7, 1997, Swann Galleries of New

York sold a George Clark ambrotype of

Lincoln with pinback attachment and orig-

inal backpaper. Swann has had examples of this
much-coveted piece on two previous occasions.
This example was a decent one, but not perfect.
It was slightly off-center, had two minor abra-
sions in the image, and was soft in focus.
Guided at $3-4,000, it sold to a local collector
for $9.775. A week later, Dave Frent of
Oakhurst, New Jersey sold another example

- as it turns out, to the same collector.
Missing the back-paper and with considerable
flaking, it realized $1,980. As already reported
in this journal, back in 1996, Al Anderson sold
an excellent example that had only minor crazing
for $16.280. So, if you want an “ambrotype,” they
occasionally can be found.., and at varying price
levels. Clearly these prices reflect one reality: “con-
dition is king!"

Frent recently sold this fantastic 1 1/2"

oval ferrotype “belt-buckle.” The con-
sensus is that these were made to be worn
in a hat-band, or attached to a ribbon in
some manner. A great piece that soid fo a
prominent Nevada collector for $5,225.

I n addition to the Clark ambro., Dave
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or each of us, there is a different “Holy

Grail” of collectible. For some, it is the

George Clark ambrotype. Others seek
the Lincoln portrait flag or Lincoln-Johnson
ferrotype jugate (J. Doyle DeWitt,  pioneer
collector for over 50 years, never could
acquire one. The example pictured in his
book is from the Douglas collection.) A
Lincoln portrait parade banner would be at
the top of many collector's lists. A public
offering of one of these relics is very much a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. This is exact-
ly what happened on October 18, 1997 at the
Nadeau Auction Gallery in Windsor,
Connecticut. The banner pictured herein was
hand-painted on silk and of gargantuan pro-
partions, six by seven feet. The background
was a pumpkin color. the natural-colored

portrait surrounded by a green olive-wreath,
Other design elements included: gold stars, a
pair of split-rails and axes, clasped-hands,
Latin slogans in gold (translated to “In this
sign we shall conquer. Where there is liberty,
there is homeland"), and the name of the
Norwich club in gold letters on blue stream-
ers. Gold and blue cotton fringe was attached
on all four sides with a wooden roller at tap,
It was necessary to stand fifty-feet back just
to take it all in, and it was truly impressive.
Unfortunately, the bottom 18 inches were in
a poor state of preservation, with a great deal
of flaking and deterioration to the now-brittle
silk. The balance of the banner was in good
condition, backed with glazed cotton. Experts
who previewed the banner put the cost of
necessary conservation and restoration

ranged at range of $8-10,000. Apparently,
the banner was found in a Norwich,
Connegcticut attic and scheduled for a trip to
the town dump! Retrigved by an area antique
dealer, it changed hands a couple of times
before being sold to auctioneer Edwin
Nadeau who contacted officials and historical
societies in the Norwich area and tried to
research the item. Some folks thought it was
made for Lincoln's March 5th 1860 visit to
Norwich where he campaigned for
Connecticut  gubernatorial  candidate
Buckingham. Since the lithograph on which
the banners portrait was based was not pub-
lished until June 1860, this is unlikely. It is
also unlikely that an expensively-produced
banner of this type would have been made
prior to the nomination of the candidate.
Guided at only $2,000, bidding commenced
at $10.000 and was confined to three play-
ers:'a Hartford callector, a metropolitan area
consortium, and a group representing the
Slater Museum in Norwich. Aided by local
fund-raising efforts, the Norwich group won
out at $35,750. They plan to restore the ban-
ner and display it at different Norwich sites;
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Abe Lincoln Items For Sale

Rare albumen of Lincoln sculptor Volk ¢ Lincoln holograph ¢ CDVs

Election ballots * Engravings ¢ Funeral items... and more!

Private mail, fax and telephone bid
Auction closes Midnight, January 18, 1998
Also includes: Civil War photos: battle letters &

weapons; historic documents:
autographs and Americana.

Send $5 for fully illustrated catalog to:

Jack Donahue
Post Office Box 123
Bayside, NY 11361

1-718-225-4067
1-800-248-5927

o Dok~

s kit b Prossrvay,

Auction begins upon receipt of catalog. No buyer's premium!

SWANN GALLERIES

1s the oldest and largest U.S. auctioneer specializing in

Rare Books
Autographs & Manuscripts
Maps & Atlases
Photographs
Works of Art on Paper

We conduct 35 auctions each year,
and frequently offer Lincolniana and related material.
Catalogues are available individually or by subscription.
Now accepting consignments for Spring 1998 sales.
For further information, please contact:
George S. Lowry, Autographs
Daile Kaplan, Photographs * Gary Garland, Americana
tel: (212) 254-4710 = fax: (212) 979-1017
Quarterly newsletter with full auction schedule, and
brochure, Selling and Buying at Swann Auctions, on request.

m; ber Inite - I A

. The Fifteenth Amendment, hand-colored
lithograph, New York, 1870
To be sold at our February 26 Aucuo-n of
Printed & A ript African-Americana,
Hinstrated Catalogue $25 |

SWANN GALLERIES

104 East 25th Street, New York, N 10

(212) 254-4710
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at one time or another of
wishful thinking. That’s
all-right, as long as we
don't let it get the best of
us. It seems to be hap-
pening more and more in
buying and  selling
Americana — particularly
as prices go up and
acquisitions represent
significant commitments.
This is often coupled
with a secondary phe-
nomenon: after forming
an opinion about a cer-
tain item, molding the
evidence to fit that opin-
ion. In some instances, if
no supporting evidence
can be found, it is “dis-
covered!” Pictured here
is a bookplate engraving of Lincoln with facsimile engraved sig-
nature. Some folks out in Arizona have been corresponding with
a number of dealers offering this “authentic, inscribed presenta-
tion portrait worth as much as $22,000." The owner offered this
treasure with the following note: “Here is the story behind this
picture... a great, great, great aunt on the B. family side, probably
a Wayne descendant, was a schoolmate of then a young Abraham
Lincoln, while they were in Indiana. She wrote him a letter fol-
lowing his election and he replied sending this signed picture, |
have also been told that somewhere in our family's collection of
letters, photos, and junk, lurks the letter that Lincoln wrote to
her.” Those receiving this letter are then asked to make “a rea-
sonable offer.” As Puck exclaimed, “What fools these mortals be!”
W As reported in our last issue, Turner

=37 "% Broadcasting is completing a feature-length,
made-for-t.v. film “The Day Lincoln was Shot." We made an error
in stating that it was based on Jim Bishop's book of the same
title... the screenplay is an original production. The broadcast
date has not yet been determined but is expected for next April,
With the help of a fellow Rail Splitter, we got our hands on a copy
of the script which we previewed for your benefit. While it's too
early to ascertain production value, performances, and cine-
matography, the script reads exceptionally well and should be
an interesting interpretation. It follows fairly closely the histori-
cal facts, and gives an accurate portrayal of the essential char-
acter of Lincoln and Booth, avoiding banality. There are some lib-
erties taken, however, including a rather steamy sexual liaison
with the daughter of New Hampshire Senator John Hale and a
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photo-session of Booth on the stage of Ford’s Theatre. (The
script-copy we read was a draft from January 25, 1997. Our
excerpts may — and hopefully will not — appear in the final
treatment.) For some reason, Booth mutters his famous “Sic
Semper Tyrannis” not on the stage, but in the presidential box.
There is some anachronistic dialogue, including:

“I would have thought you'd have some sort of allergic
reaction by now...”

“My opinion, Mr. President, is that it will be a public
relations nightmare...”

“Sure, William Shakespeare and Madame Curie just
came by a half hour ago...” (Madame Curie was not born
until 1867.)

“So much for the psychic abilities of gypsies...”

Then there is some dialogue which is totally out-of-character and
pure fantasy. Lincoln to Stanton:

“You are a good man, Stanton. | particularly enjoy your
whiskers...”

(Let’s hope Gideon Welles doesn't catch wind of that
comment!)

Lincoln to Seward:

“l owe you a great deal. You turned a prairie lawyer into
something of a President. Without you I wouldn't of known what
to wear, what to eat, or even how to stand at those damned state
dinners!”

You get the idea. We're not talking Ben Hecht and Charles
McArthur here; however, if they will make these corrections, the
rest should hold up fairly well. Check your local listings!

“Ax Your Editor...”

The ax, or hatchet, has figured in the careers of
M several prominent Americans, including:
Washington, Lincoln, and Carry Nation. Two varieties of ax-
shaped campaign brooches were produced for the Lincoln elec-
tion of 1860, one of which has been reproduced. The question is
often "axed” how is one to know the real article from the bogus?
Tough to explain the difference if you haven't seen the original,
Pictured together for the first time in any publication are the
original and reproduc-
tion. Both are composed

of brass, both are
inscribed “The  Rail
Splitter Honest Abe,"

both are 1 3/8" long. The
original is brass shell
with stamped or em-
bossed lettering. It has a
“T" style hinged pin with
plain, open loop. The let-
tering is fairly sharp and
distinet. It should have a
nice, mellow, brass color.
The fake is a solid piece
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of cast metal with a bronze

finish. The lettering is not
distinct and has a worn CLASSIC LINCOLN BOOKS—-BACK IN PRINT
look. The end of the handle

does not flair out as dra-
matically as on the original.
The brooch attachment on
the reverse is a contempo-
rary style and contains a
swiveling, locking mecha-
=S nism on the end loop.
Stamped near the loop is the name of the manufacturer “"ALVA."
This company was involved in the marketing of Lincoln repro-
ductions some years back. We believe all their pieces are
marked, although the inscription here is so small as to evade
casual notice. Now that you know the difference, all you need is
a “sharp eye” to find an original.

W New insight regarding Lincoln continues to be
T~ - - % discovered in our time. Last month, Rail Splitter
Stuart Lutz of Connecticut came across a letter by Schuyler
Colfax while sorting through a box of miscellaneous manuscripts
and autographs. The initial temptation was to dismiss it as a
minor item — Colfax letters don’t command a great deal of money
— but a more careful perusal gleaned a true gem! We are pleased
to publish an excerpt from this letter for the first time, adding to
the body of knowledge on events surrounding the assassination:

A Treasury of Lincoln Quotations

by Fred Kerner

An indispensable volume for any Lincoln student.
Organized alphabetically, this edition has a new introduction
by noted Lincoln scholar Harold Holzer. Of the first
edition, the American Library Association said "Outstanding
Reference Book of the Year.® (320p., index). $20.00 paper.

Lincoln As A Lawyer

by Jobn P. Frank

A penetrating analysis of Lincoln’s legal practice. Of this
work, David Donald says, “This book casts more light on
Lincoln's law practice and tells us more about the kind of
lawyer Lincoln was, than anything else I have ever seen.”
(208p., index, frontis). $40.00 cloth, $20.00 paper.

The Great American Myth

by George . Bryan

The classic history of the assassination. Dennis Showalter of
The Colorado College for “Small Press™ says this is *a key
work in establishing a rational and sophisticated matrix for
the analysis of the fascinating issue of Lincoln's assassination.”
(436p., illus., index). $40.00 cloth, $20.00 paper.

[Three-page A.L.S., addressed “Dear Madam" - to the wife of
an appointment-seeker wishing a Chaplain's commission in the

Navy. South Bend, Ind., April 26, 1865.] GARDNER’S PHOTO-VIVIDLY REPRODUCED

“The terrible national calamity at Washington has saddened
me so that | have no hearl to write to any one. The fact that | was
with our beloved President the last hour he spent in the White
House & had the last grasp of his hand on earth, brings the afflic-
tion so close to me that | cannot keep it out of my thoughts, night
or day. I deeply regret that | did not go with him, as he urged me
to do, to the theatre. My habit of looking about constantly in
public places might have saved his precious life to the Nation...”

The quintessential Abraham Lincoln pose, taken one
week prior to his Gettysburg Address. This photo
captures the President’s somber mood. His most
famous photo, it shows our sixteenth president at the
height of his political career, His strength of character
1s most evident, along with his determination and
confidence.

This high quality reprint of Gardner's photograph,
captures the clarity and quality of an original
photograph. Rendered in matte finish, archivally

“..l spoke here matted on sr.pniy foam war:éﬂa du‘rnptm lah::l on
Mondav to a verv large 3 =- the rear, shnnl(-w:np_pcd y to frame. Photo is
).r y 8 AN s 8" x 10°, overall size 1s 11 3/4" x 13 1/2°,  $24.95.
crowd in regard to Mr. S yE S
Lincoln, having written | .7« fa AR
it the night before, after Lo j’;_’,?’ S s | e To Order Any ltem:
my return home, | am Sy e e A Please include $4.00 Shipping and Handling for the
o4 5 s o asr = Ao 2 = First item and $1.00 for each additional item.
telegraphed to repeat it ‘,;-,"".“* Vagre S gdes ol ;';:
at Chicago Sunday & go | 2" 57~ > = 2T Phone or Fax orders accepted, VIMC
on from there with the | 2 . .z, = v 2% o s> Dealer inquiries Invited
remains of our mur- e : Er ;;« ; L Er -
: i Fral PR ———
dered President to | 7 T T ‘,-;-.; e
. L [ TS e 5
Springfield. PR Do O Sy, P ABRANAM LINCOLN
.f.-:".‘-.._,,,/.. £ < Fdz, BOOK SEHEOP, INC.
v s f, L gl e 357 West Chicago Avenue » Chicago, Illinols 60610
PRSI ] 7 312.044.3085 + Fax 312.944 5549
NP T e o Since 1938, Specialists in Lincolniana, Civil War and U.S. Presidents
PRI D Catalogs Issucd - Send $5.00 for Sample Issue
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Another Great JJ" mb'

New Jersey Rail Splitter David
O'Reilly has numerous collecting inter-
ests. In the area of Lincolniana, he has a
particular passion for CDVs and assassi-
nation-related ephemera. He was kind
enough to send along copies of three
recent finds - small broadsides with
interesting content. The first two reflect
marketing the assassination story imme-
diately in its aftermath with a production
of “The Great Rebellion” which “has been
re-arranged and adapted to the events of
the day including the Death of our
Lamented President... Introducing New
Music, New Characters, Thrilling
Scenes..." One performance announce-
ment is dated less than one month fol-
lowing the actual event, the other from a
performance in June, 1865. The third
broadside is dated ten years later and
announces a lecture given by Schulyer
Colfax (as noted in this journal, one of
those the President invited to Ford's
Theatre the evening of April 14th) with a
“narration of historical events.”
Obviously, inflation had not impacted the
cost of Lincoln on stage... both presenta-
tions in 1865 and 1875 were a reasonable
50-cents! =
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