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AN 1864 LLINCOLN RALLY IN MICHIGAN:

Stephen J. Ackerman

incoln carried Michigan in 1860 with

57% of the vote, but jittery

Republicans took no chances in

1864, hauling out such big guns as
Speaker of the House Schuyler Colfax and
Ohio’s Senator Ben Wade to rally the sup-
posedly “safe” state. After all, before the
long-awaited Union victories of the
autumn, Lincoln’s chances for winning
reelection (let alone the War) seemed
hopeless. Moreover, rumors that the
“Peace Men” were plotting to form a
Midwestern confederation to withdraw
from the shattered Union seemed plausi-
ble at the time.

On October 22, 1864, just three days
after the Union victory at Cedar Creek,
Republicans drew 20,000 people to a
Lincoln rally at Hillsdale, seat of Hillsdale
County and site of Hillsdale College.
Founded by Freewill Baptists, the 500-stu-
dent college was the first in the U.S. to
ban discrimination by race, sex, or reli-
gion. One of the founders of the
Republican Party and recent lieutenant

An Eyewitness Account!

governor of Michigan, College President
Edmund B. Fairfield, set such a liberal,
abolitionist tone that his school sent per-
haps a higher percentage of its students to
fight in the Civil War than any other col-
lege. So many enlisted, in fact, that only its
enrollment of almost 50% female students
kept the depleted school in business dur-
ing the War. Half of Hillsdale’s volunteers
became officers, three became generals,
and three won the Congressional Medal of
Honor. Over 400 served; 60 died.

Its prime location on the Michigan
Central Railroad (not to mention the
Underground Railroad) made the school
an especially inviting stop on the aboli-
tionist lecture circuit, drawing such
speakers as Wendell Phillips, Frederick
Douglass, and Charles Sumner. It was a
natural locale for a big Lincoln demon-
stration.

An astute observer was the principal
of the college Ladies’ Department, Julia
Moore, beloved for her countless letters
boosting the morale of Hillsdale boys
fighting in the field. Three decades later,
one old soldier recalled in verse:
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Hillsdale College from an 1860s engraving.

“The letters she wrote me when in
the field,

Each letter a prayer, with her tears
was sealed...”
Writing a less lachrymose epistle about
the rally to her brother William, in New
Hampshire, Miss Moore shows how,
remarkably, old-time political-hoopla
blazed unabated during wartime. She
sketches the parade banners and floats
bearing unique hand-made mechanical
devices to beguile the crowd. With an eye
for detail, she even sketches dirndl-style
aprons adorning the pretty girls in the
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THE “JOHNSON’sS Box”

Peter Schwartz

his item is a rare, if not unique, multiple (or “sheet-
let”) of what is commonly referred to as the
“Johnson’s Box” label. J.H. Johnson, as listed in
McElroy’s Philadelphia City Directory for 1865, was
a “stationer” located at No. 7 North 10th Street. Johnson
maintained a “Free P.O. Box” at his establishment, offer-

ing free delivery of letters to the Post Office located sev-
eral blocks away. Apparently, he attached these labels to items being mailed from his
place of business. While they bear a cursory resemblance to legal stamps, they were not
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From th(f;_Publisher

ournalists need a “hook” when pitching a story. In print,

they look for a “slug;” in television and radio, a “sound

bite." They pitch not just substance (we would hope) to

convince an editor/producer to choose their piece, they

tout an angle that helps sell it. No hook is easier to “sell”
than Abraham Lincoln. For a man who lived and breathed more
than one hundred and thirty years ago, he still sells news.

Few would question our sixteenth President as a constant source
of intrigue. Not just in popular culture — and yes, they are still
making documentaries and made-for-television movies every
year — but also in the world of “current events." A few recent
examples, one quite distressing, the others more germane:

» Normally, the theft of papers from an archive or library would-
n’t make the evening news or morning paper. Such an occurrence
might prompt the dispatch of a regional reporter to cover the
story in a paragraph or two, certainly not much more. But when
the theft involves Lincoln legal documents, then it's an entirely
different matter. The recent apprehension of an individual
accused of pilfering Lincoln and early-association documents
from Illinois State collections had “legs” - the story traveled and
made the front page of the Chicago Tribune.

« Last month, the Washington Post ran an extensive piece on the
“discovery” of a large number of Lincoln signed documents in
the National Archives. While the existence of these papers,
Presidential pardons for military deserters and the like, had long
been known (they were cataloged and cited in reference materi-
als forty vears ago) they were, in a sense, “rediscovered.” They
had been overlooked as material worthy of research for the past
several decades, But the two amateur historians who uncovered
this trove brought a fresh eye to their subject and found histori-
cally significant material buried within the archive. And that
made news.

e Plans to digitize an archive are hardly noteworthy — except
when it comes to Lincoln! The National Digital Library Program
of the Library of Congress, working together with collections
from the State of lllinois, announced plans for the creation of a
“virtual library” of Lincoln materials linked via the internet. It is
expected that by the year 2,000, millions of documents will be
immediately available to anyone with a modem!

s Even small-town news remains enamored with Lincoln - the
Huntington, California Independent saw enough “human-interest”
potential to profile Rail Splitter Chuck Bechtloff on the front page
of their February 12th edition with the headline “Collector in
Chiel.” They delighted in celebrating President’s Day by talking
to a Lincoln collector who proudly allowed his collection to be
photographed.

This all reinforces my response when asked if [ think interest in
collecting Lincoln is on the wane: not a chance! As long as he is
the single most recognized figure in American history - as long
as he remains “newsworthy” — he will continue to be collected!

THE RAILSPLITTER

This issue marks the end of our third year of publishing. We con-
tinue to thank you for your interest and support as we reaffirm
our commitment to another year of Lincoln discoveries. We
invite you to share whatever you can with other Rail Splitters —
please drop us a note should you have anything we can feature in
an upcoming issue. And... don't
forget... this June we host our '
third annual all-Lincoln/Civil
War auction! We look forward to
bringing you another huge
selection of material for collec-
tors at every price level!

T

Lincoln in the 21st Century!

Two years ago, The Economist lamented the need for the
internet to “grow up.” We concur — and have decided to
help it along! Experimenting with the unknown, we have
_created a website dedicated exclusively narket for
Abraham Lincoln collectibles and, of course. The Rail

Splitter!

You can now view our web-page at:
and e-mail us at:

splitter@interport.net
This website will feature a sampling from past issues as
well as new, topical material and notices of current events.
We hope to provide immediate information on Lincoln

events — not to mention links to other Lincoln-related web-
sites and a much wider community via the internet.

[This effort was made possible by Jen Paul, our web-page
designer and programmer. | '




Tie MICHIGAN RALLY:
Julia Moore’s Account

continued from cover —

parade, their breasts emphasized and uplifted by a U.S, shield
bodice. The raucous vigor and heavy-handed humor of old-time
politicking emerges from Miss Moore's practiced pen. Curiously,
her account fails to list a principal orator who had once served
on the college faculty, Michigan's Governor Austin Blair.

The negative campaigning is notable. Beyond a mechanical
wooden railsplitter, most of the campaign devices like the giant
snake and the Little Mac-kerel savage the opposition rather than
promoting Lincoln. Democratic presidential nominee George
MecClellan receives ridicule, but the real venom seems reserved
for Copperheads like Ohio's Clement Vallandigham and New York
Congressman Fernando Wood.

Moore’s comment that “perhaps you will not like all this
paraphernalia” may sound ironic to Rail Splitter readers,

The excerpt here omits inconsequential verbiage and adds
explanatory material [in brackets]. The Rail Splitter is indebted
for illustrations and lnformataon about the college to Pro!essor
Arlan K. Gilbert and his

(Hillsdale College Press, 1991) and
(Hillsdale College
Press, 1994).

“Hillsdale is the county town, so all
the towns about ... came in to have
a grand rally. One procession that
passed by the College | think was
fully two miles in length. Such a
display of banners | never saw
before. The horses were all patriot-
ic, multitudes of them bearing the
Republican ensign. A flag and
streamer waved in town which
cost $125. Many of the banners
were large and, if purchased lately,
must have been expensive. The
designs upon some were exceedingly ludicrous. One had a blue
ground with an immense golden eagle clutching a writhing
snake; motto, 'Copperheads Squirm.” Another had two great
snakes — part man and part snake — suffering from the lash of
a big whip; motto, 'Father Abraham, don't lash us so; we will
return to our allegiance." One company carried for an ensign a
pole with a huge serpent coiling about it, and on the top a big
fish eating a little mackerel. One team represented the
[Democratic] Chicago Platform [written by the Peace Men but
repudiated by McClellan]. A wooden gun was behind [recalling
the false ‘Quaker Guns’' that Stonewall Jackson had used to fool
McClellan during the Peninsula Campaign]; and in front, stuffed
figures with pumpkins for heads, hats on, and riding straight as
a pole. On their sleeves | saw pinned ‘Vallandigham,' ‘Fernando
Wood," & c. When this team got into a big crowd, who were laugh-
ing at it, it stopped, and one of the drivers got up and said, ‘We
started with McClellan, but he smelt so bad that we had to stop

Julia Moore, from a carte by
Andrew & Ives, Hillsdale, MI
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and bury him." One team had ‘old
Abe" mauling out the rails. It was all
of wood, and by some machinery it
was kept working to the great amuse-
ment of lookers on. They had
‘Suspension of Hostilities' in the form
of two of the ugliest looking shapes
you ever saw, hanging from a gallows.
Ladies came from different towns,
wearing badges of the several States.
Our College girls many of them rode
in teams, with red and blue cambric
caps on, and beautiful aprons, the
ground being white, and the national
shield of red white and blue for pock-
ets and a front like this [tiny sketch in text]. But perhaps you will
not care for all this paraphernalia. Speaker Colfax addressed the
crowd, Senator Ben Wade of 0., [Senator Jacob M.] Howard and
[Hillsdale College President Edmund B.] Fairfield of Mich. There
was speaking in different places, for it was utterly impossible for
one man to reach the immense multitude. Pres, Fairfield has
given up his time to canvassing for Lincoln, and | think has
$1,000 per month [speaker’s fees]. He is considered one of the
best speakers in Mich. Well so much for mass meeting!"

College President Fairfield

The letter quoted above, which | acquired about ten years
ago, is wonderful in that it provides details seldom found in con-
temporary newspaper accounts and later histories. And it gives
me pause to dream... boy would 1 like to find the mechanical rail-
splitter referenced in that letter! ==

Liifll(}ghl Newsletter

A PUBLICATION OF THE
LINCOLN COLLEGE MUSEUM

Read original
articles by Lincoln
scholars, empha-
sizing Lincoln’s
years in Illinois
and featuring
items from the
Museum's exten-
L sive collection,
and catch up on the latest news
about Lincoln events.

Published in February, May,
September, and December. To
order a subscription, send a
check for $10 to:

Lincoln College

300 Keokuk Street, Lincoln, IL 62656
217-732-3155

The Lincoln College Museum, located
in the McKinstry Memorial Library
building on the Lincoln Co campus,
is open to the public, free of charge.




JOHNSON'S BOXx

Advertising with Lincoln

continued from cover —

valid for postage and no charge was made
for them. They were simply a novel means
of attracting business, advertising Mr.
Johnson's services as “Printer, Publisher,
and Stationer.”

These labels, bearing Lincoln’s portrait —
clearly based on the Gardner photograph
(#0-49) — were not the first advertising
labels Johnson printed. His earlier labels,
produced as early as 1862, bore the simple outline of a shield in
which was printed “To The POST OFFICE/Every 2
hours/FROM/JOHNSON'S BOX/N. 10th St. Phila." The Lincoln
labels read similarly.

The change from the shield design to the Lincoln design in
1865 was likely done to pay homage to the slain president — a
very early example of the linking of public sentiment and mourn-
ing with commercialism. In a sense, it is one of the earliest uses
of Lincoln as an advertising tool!

Two seemingly identical Lincoln portraits are illustrated in
Milgram's book Abraham Lincoln [lustrated Envelopes and
Letter Papers (pages 168 and 170). It is the mourning envelope,
a specimen pictured here, that is of particular interest - the
same portrait of Lincoln seen on the Johnson's label appears
printed in one corner of the envelope. Bordered with segment-
ed black lines similar in design to those found on the label, the
envelope is imprinted with a somber message, “The Nation
Mourns/April 15, 1865." Did JL.H. Johnson produce this envelope

THE RAILSPLITTER

as well? At the very least, the example pictured in Milgram,
which was postally used, is canceled "PHILA PA APR 23," which
attests to the use of this portrait eight days after the assassina-
tion.The likelihood that Mr. Johnson produced this envelope
along with his labels, makes for some delicious speculation!

While the Milgram book attests to the postal
use of both patriotic envelopes and mourning
stationery printed with various Lincoln like-
nesses, Mr. Johnson can be credited with pro- |
ducing the first stamp-like item that featured a
Lincoln portrait. It was not until 1866 that a
U.S. postage stamp appeared with Lincoln’s
portrait (#0-42) — a 15-cent stamp, printed in
black, conceived of and issued as a mourning design.

There are three types of the Johnson’s Box Lincoln label, dis-
tinguished by variations in the typesetting and in the pattern of
breaks in otherwise solid double lines which form the framed
outline of each stamp. The labels are found printed on both
green and reddish-orange glazed paper. Needless to say, these
labels are highly desirable Lincoln mourning items — that is, if
you can find one! Singles are scarce at best, and finding one in
good condition is even more of a challenge. As usual, condition
is king. The most desirable examples sport large margins and
paper which exhibit a minimum of “crazing” (cracking of the
glazed surface). Happy hunting! =

COLLECTION OF OVER 200 ITEMS OF LINCOLNIANA!

Each described in detail, many illustrated, individually priced for sale. Rare signed Lincoln document, photographs, 1860/64 cam-
paign items and ferrotypes, contemporary letters, broadsides, rare original newspapers of April 14, 15 and 16, 1865... and more! All
included in a special section of our latest catalog... the 118th consecutive issue since 1954 — our most noteworthy edition.

CATALOG #118 - 220 PAGES - 100’S OF ILLUSTRATIONS - LARGE FORMAT
JUST $10. (sent 1st Class Priority Mail)

(All Foreign, $25 airmail)

LOADED WITH OVER 3,000 OF THE MOST FASCINATING AND RARE ITEMS to be found in any catalog or store in the
world. There's nothing that approaches the broad scope, quality and quantity of genuine antique material as seen in this
issue of the most well-known, often cited catalog of its type. 100's & 100’s of artifacts, documents & ephemera; Civil War
and Americana of all eras pre-1900; large Western American section; exceptional antique arms of all types; Confederate
items: nautical material: carved Rev. and French Indian Wars powder horns. All described in detail and priced to sell!

N.FLAYBERMAN & C0., INC.

P.O. Box 2397-P Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33303 (Tel. 954-761-8855)




Betrayal!

New evidence that an early (riend
and associale voted against Lincoln!

Our journal pays homage to collec-
tors: those consumed with a passion for
discovery. In many cases, that discov-
ery involves information - salient facts
otherwise lost to time. We believe more
history is revealed, interpreted, and
understood through the efforts of collec-
tors that is generally recognized. Case in
point; Carl Herkowitz, a Detroit Rail
Splitter, is routinely learning bits and
pieces of information regarding Lincoln's
early years, his family and associates, by
collecting related documents. Much of
that information is completely unknown
— even 150 years after the fact. And all
these facts taken together provide the
context by which history is written and
rewritten.

THE RAILSPLITTER

Pictured here, for the first time, is a
document Carl recently added to his col-
lection — an original 1846 poll book from
the Illinois Congressional race. These
pages provide details on votes cast on
August 3, 1846 in the precinct covering
Indian Creek. That campaign saw Peter
Cartwright, a “hell and brimfire" speaker
who loathed the evils of slavery, nomi-
nated as the Democratic candidate to
oppose the Whig, Abraham Lincoln, for a
seat in the House of Representatives.

As detailed by Mark Neeley in The
Abraham Lincoln Encyclopedia, “very
little survives to suggest the nature of
the campaign, the only report of a
speech by Lincoln in the contest says
that the candidate dealt principally with
the tariff and closed with general
remarks about Texas, Oregon, and the
Mexican War.” While Lincoln won the
election with a healthy majority, 6,340 to
4,829, it was a truly divisive race with
accusations in both camps of everything
from infidelity to lack of religious affilia-
tion. Apparently, the level of acrimony is

revealed in one little fact that Carl dis-
covered with his poll-book: Coleman
Smoot, Lincoln’s close friend, voted for
Peter Cartwright!

Coleman Smoot was not only a
close, early friend, but he was the one
who loaned Lincoln $200 to ready him-
self for the state legislature in 1834! And

just twelve years later, we learn of his

voting for Cartwright. What accounts for
this apparent betrayal? How could a
man so close to Abe vote for his oppo-
nent? Carl believes that the volatile and
passionately felt issue of slavery pro-
vides a basis for that answer. That elec-
tion fomented what became a two-year
firestorm that divided Menard County

over the issue. And while Lincoln carried

Menard County, that campaign had a
profound impact on the young politician.
Years later in the White House, Lincoln
would recall the 1846 race to visitors. We
wonder if he had any inkling as to how
his close friend voted. Now, thanks to a
fellow collector, we do! 7
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BOOTH
EXPOSED!

The Discovery
of Unpublished
Photographs of
the Assassin!

s noted by Richard
and Kellie Gutman
(Rail Splitter cover story, vol. 1,
no, 2), since authoring their land-
mark book, John Wilkes Booth
Himself, “we have not found a single
image..." (not included in their book).
They do, however, cite the discovery of a
variation of pose #31 by Rail Splitter Jerry
Trueson (pictured here for the first time,
photo #1). We are pleased to report the
discovery of three additional photos not
included in their catalog — in addition to
the Trueson carte — all of which we've
reproduced here for the first time. The

No. 1

No. 2

next pose (photo #2) is a never-before
published photograph of John Wilkes
Booth from a photo session by T.R.
Burnham of Boston. It is a variant of #G-
4, but a completely different pose. The
example found here is a mounted albu-
men that appears to have been produced
in carte size. The next is a carte discov-
ered by Rail Splitter Curtis Lindner.
(Photo #3.) lronically, he found two exam-
ples of this never published pose, both
within weeks of one another, at public
auctions. It would appear to come from

No. 3 No. 4

the same sitting as #G-18 by Charles D.
Fredricks of New York. And finally, a
newly discovered variant of #G-34 and 35
by Silshee, Case and Company of Boston.
(Photo #4.) You can note the difference
of this photo in the eyes, this example
showing a downward stare.

While the Gutman book remains a nec-
essary reference source, we still hold
hope for the discovery of additional pho-
tographs... perhaps not just variants of
known portraits, but completely different
poses. o

SWANN GALLERIES

is the oldest and largest U.S. auctioneer specializing in
Rare Books
Autographs & Manuscripts
Maps & Atlases
Photographs
Works of Art on Paper
We conduct 35 auctions each year,

and frequently offer Lincolniana and related material.
'.'_:-.u.ﬂmgucs are available mdividually or b}' ,‘iuhsrriplisﬁ-n,

Now accepting consignments for Fall 1998 sales.
For further mformation, please contact:
George S. Lowry, Autographs
Daile Kaplan, Photographs * Gary Garland, Americana
tel: (212) 254-4710 = fax: (212) 979-1017

Quarterly newsletter with full auction schedule, and

Alexander Hesler and George P, Ayres, Portrait of
Abrabam Lincoln, platimum print, 1860, printed 1890,

brochure, Selling and Biying at Swann Auctions, on request.

FADY Member International Auctioneers

1o be sold at our April 6 Auction of 19th & 20th Century Photographs.
Hlustrated Caralogie 525 US / 835 Oversean,

SWANN GALLERIES

104 East 25th Street, New York, N. Y. 10010 =

(212) 254-4710




LETTERS
e EDITOR

Dear Rail Splitter:

The interesting “Bullets and Ballots” feature in the December
issue needs some qualification. In particular, the statement that
“..in contrast to later elections, there were no accusations of
fraud or irregularity” in the 1864 soldier vote is simply not true.
There were lots.

In his valuable, but nostalgic Voting in the Field (Boston,
1915), Josiah Henry Benton concluded that “..elections in the
field were subjected to no undue influence,” citing results favor-
ing McClellan in some places to infer that conditions were fair in
all. Not always. Various anecdotes suggest at least some efforts at
influence, as well as manipulation of the military votes by such
means as taking only Lincoln ballots to ships at sea, giving sailors
the option of either voting for him or not voting at all.

The most spectacular controversy over the military vote
involved the arrests on October 26th and 27th 1864 in Baltimore
and Washington of New York State Democratic agents responsible
for getting ballots to the troops. Having supplied New York's
Republican Secretary of State, the wily Chauncey Depew, with
information so he could send his party’s ballots by American
Express to state troops, Secretary of War Stanton effectively pre-
vented the Democrats from conveying theirs by denying them the
same information. Some scholars contend that New York would
have gone Democratic in a “fair vote.”

For collectors, the most relevant large-scale suffrage abuse
may have occurred in the normally Democratic counties of
Southern Ohio, where the soldier vote was recorded surprisingly
heavily in favor of Lincoln. In researching Lincoln and the War
Governors (New York, 1948) — which suggests several problems
with the military vote - scholar William B. Hesseltine, before wit-
nesses from the Ohio State Archeological and Historical Society,
opened envelopes containing ballots from troops in Adams and
Ottoway counties, apparently for the first time! Hesseltine notes
that “the official returns of soldiers’ votes from these counties
bore no ascertainable relation to the votes actually cast in the
field" (p. 383n). Perhaps this cache is the source of the military
ballots from Ohio with fill-in-the-county blanks which appear fair-
ly often today.

Sincerely,

Steve Ackerman
Washington, DC

[Editor: By coincidence, we came across a reference to the trial
of the Democratic New York State agents while glancing through
an old (actually, very old) copy of The New York Times. Excerpts
appear elsewhere in this issue. In the meantime, thanks for
restoring our lack-of-faith in the American political system! We
were starting to get a little soft-in-the-head for a while there!]

THE RAILSPLITTER

Dear Rail Splitter:

While | enjoyed reading the unsigned review of Stuart
Schneider’s Collecting Lincoln that you ran in the issue, and agree
with some of its conclusions, my main criticisms of this book
were the opposite of those expressed by your reviewer. He felt
that the prices quoted did a disservice to the book; though I dis-
agreed with many of the prices, I don't think it even worthwhile
to mention this, for Schneider is simply reporting what he was
told the owner paid for the item, or a ballpark range of what he
thinks they paid. This is a far ery from estimating what an item is
worth. So there's nothing to object to - Schneider is simply
recording facts.

What your reviewer praised as one of Collecting Lincoln's
strengths —namely, Schneider’s accuracy - | ¢riticize as the book’s
greatest weakness. | found his command of certain details note-
worthy, mainly for its sloppiness and inaccuracy. These observa-
tions are all made in the enclosed review (published in
Manuscripts) which | hope you will publish as it presents a
marked contrast to your review.

Bill Butts
Galena, lllinois

PS. Since you yourself mention “poor proof-reading” in response
to a letter to the editor on page 8 of your December issue, [ feel
compelled to point out three glaring errors in your table of con-
tents on the front cover: “Lincolnphile” misspelled, “Ribbons"
misspelled and “Rail Splinters” italicized for no apparent reason
(I won't even mention “1864" appearing as “1894" on page 5, “a
estimate” instead of “an estimate” on page 16, and “fixed-prices”
(a compound noun) spelled with the dash as if it were an adjec-
tive (as in “fixed-price catalogs,” correctly used on the same page

on page 18).

[Editor: It is gratifying to find our
publication so devoutly seruti-
nized! When we inaugurated the
“Lincolnphile” reviews, we stated
that they would be written by our
Editor, Donald Ackerman. We
plead ignorance regarding your
statement that prices appearing

» G|

in Mr. Schneider's book are esti- CHU%KBOH-AND
“cast.” ¥ P.0.BOX 5
mates of “cost.” Frankly, we can PARIS, IL

not imagine a more useless bit of
information, And, for obvious rea-
sons, we can't include your review
published in another journal. We
cheerfully, however, refer fellow
Rail Splitters to The Manuseript
Society and their wonderful jour-
nal. In the meantime, keep up the
good work and please excuse our
errers!]

L

Phone: (217) 463-4555

email: butch@tigerpaw.com
www.ligerpaw.com/alincoln

Specializing in Books,
Pamphlets, Prints,
Autographs, and
Ephemera about
Abraham Lincoln and
His Time

Interested in purchasing
single items or collections
Catalogs Issued
Inquiries Invited




Letters, cont.

Dear Rail Splitter:

I purchased this spoon with “Linceln-
Douglas” stamped on it at an auction in
Lafayette, Indiana. It was in a group of other
Lincoln material. The name of the manufacturer
of the spoon was “Albert Pick Co., Inc." The
time-frame for the spoons being sold is, in fact,
in Lincoln’s era. Albert Pick, born in Bohemia,
Austria in 1827, was in business in Chicago for
approximately 30 years, 1858-90. He was a retail-
er and wholesaler of china, crockery and
queensware, (He also was the Austro-Hungarian
Consul and a banker in the 1870's.) Information
on his years in Chicago in the 1850’s is very limited. I would like
any further information pertaining to Albert Pick and the use of
this spoon as a souvenir of the Lincoln-Douglas debates.

Thomas Butler
Fort Wayne, IN

[Editor: We have never seen a similar example and are at a loss
to provide any insight. We ask our readers to send us any infor-
mation they may have to share with Tom.]

L
Dear Rail Splitter:

| have just received the December 1997 issue of The Rail
Splitter and have enjoyed it. 1do have several comments on the
lead article by Norman F. Boas. In the last paragraph he states
that the remains of Abraham Lincoln Il were removed from
Springfield, Illlinois and reburied at Robert Todd Lincoln's estate,
Hildene, in Vermont, Abraham (“Jack™) Lincoln was never buried
in Vermont. Initially he was buried in the family plot in Springfield
with his grandparents and three uncles. He now is buried in
Arlington National Cemetery, VA, with his parents, Robert Todd
Lincoln and Mary Harlan Lincoln. A minor point: in the next to
the last sentence the author mentions “to release the body to the
family for internment in Vermont.” | believe the word should be
“interment.”

Albert C. Jerman
Historian
Robert Todd Lincoln's Hildene

[Editor: Thank you for the clarification on Jack's grave site. We,
however, take full responsibility for the latter error... we usually
key-in Rail Splitter articles at a very late hour (remember, we still
try to hold-down full-time jobs!). Our “spell-check” couldn’t point
out the correct word as interment — which was correctly written
in Dr. Boas’ initial submission!]
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CLASSIC LINCOLN BOOKS-BACK IN PRINT

A Treasury of Lincoln Quotations

by Fred Kerner

An indispensable volume for any Lincoln student.
Organized alphabetically, this edition has a new introduction
by noted Lincoln scholar Harold Holzer. Of the first
edition, the American Library Association said "Outstanding
! Reference Baok of the Year” (320p., index). $20.00 paper.

Lincoln As A Lawyer

by fobn P, Frank

A penetrating analysis of Lincoln's legal practice. Of this
work, David Donald says, “This book casts more light on
Lincoln’s law practice and tells us more about the kind of
lawyer Lincoln was, than anything else 1 have ever seen.”
(208p., index, frontis), $40.00 cloth, $20.00 paper.

A,
Tk GREAT
AMERICAN NYTI

The Great American Myth

by George §. Bryan

The classic history of the assassination. Dennis Showalter of
The Colorado Callege for “Small Press™ says this is “a key
work in establishing a rational and sophisticated matrix for
the analysis of the fascinating issue of Lincoln's assassination.”
(436p., illus., index). $40.00 cloth, $20.00 paper.

GARDNER’S PHOTO-VIVIDLY REPRODUCED

The quintessential Abraham Lincoln pose, taken one
week prior to his Gettysburg Address. This photo
captures the President’s somber mood. His most
famous photo, it shows our sixteenth president at the
height of his political career, His strength of character
is most evident, along with his determination and
confidence,

This high quality reprint of Gardner’s photograph,
captures the clarity and quality of an original
photograph. Rendered in marte finish, archivally
matted on sturdy foam core, with 1 descriptive label on
the rear, shrink-wrapped and ready to frame. Photo is
8" x 10", overall size 15 11 3/4" x 13 1/2",  §24.95.

To Order Any Item:
Please include $4.00 Shipping and Handling for the
First item and $1.00 for each additional item

Phone or Fax orders accepted. V/IMC
Dealer Inguiries Invited

""ABRAHAM LINCOLN
BOOK SHOP, INC.

357 West Chicago Avenue » Chicago, llinois 60610
312.944.3085 » Fax 312.944.5545

Since 1938, Specialists in Lincolniana, Civil War and U.S. Presidents
Catalogs Issued - Send $5.00 for Sample Issue




WANTED!
The Elusive Booth

Broadside.

Kenneth W. Ritchey

On the night of April 14, 1865, a sin-
gle shot fired from a pistol by noted actor
John Wilkes Booth ended the life of
President Abraham Linceln and moved
the country toward what would be twelve
years of difficult reconstruction for the
South. That shot also resulted in what
became the nation’s largest manhunt, up
to that time, for John Wilkes Booth and
the other conspirators, The War
Department issued, or caused to be
issued, a number of “Wanted” posters or
broadsides, some with different amounts
offered, others with variations in text, all
with the same purpose: to bring about
the capture of the conspirators. Ford's
Theater was not to have another perfor-
mance for over one hundred years. Prior
to being refurbished, it languished as
both a storehouse and ultimately, a muse-
um recounting the assassination. With
this as a backdrop, a rather sizable indus-
try was born serving individuals seeking
souvenirs and remembrances from the
event. Some saved buttons or ribbons,
others started to collect the reward
pasters — one enterprising individual by
the name of Buckingham even repro-
duced the Ford’s Theater playbill to sat-
isfy the demand for souvenir items.

The purpose of this article is to pro-
vide some general information on the var-
ious posters, their value, and availability.

Early on the morning of April 15,
1865, during the search for the assassins,
a reward of $10,000 was offered for the
capture of Booth. This reward was men-
tioned in the New York Advertiser (April
15, 1865). For a number of years, no copy
was known to exist; however, | recently
learned that a copy apparently exists in a
local museum in Washington, D.C. [ am
not aware if this particular broadside has
ever heen offered or been made available
for public sale. While this may serve as a
footnote, the Daily Advertiser-Supplement
of Boston (April 17, 1865) attributed the
War Department with first offering a
$5,000 reward for the capture of the
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assassins. Events overtook them so fast
that the $10,000 reward became what was
then the first known reward for the con-
spirators.

Very shortly thereafter, L. C. Baker,
Colonel and Agent for the War
Department, prepared a $30,000 reward
poster in an 8 x 10" format. This poster
boldly mentions John Wilkes Booth as
the assassin of the President and, while
not naming a second assassin, gives a
lengthy description including a height of
6'1" and a "voice small, thin and inclined
to tenor." The $30,000 reward consisted
of $20,000 offered by the Common
Council of Washington, D.C. with an addi-
tional $10,000 added by Baker. | am aware
of at least two of these posters that have
come on the market in the last five years,
and there may be a third. The estimated
value of this poster is at least $10,000,
with one having been offered and sold for
over $15,000.

A third *Wanted” poster was issued
on April 20, 1865 and Is approximately 12
3/4 x 22 3/4" in size (note: these larger
broadsides are sometimes trimmed clos-
er to the type so that the size may be
slightly smaller or larger depending on
how much was cut). This was a first
major poster with bold lettering at the
top listing a $100,000 reward for “the mur-
derer of our late, beloved, President
Abraham Lincoln.” This poster did not
have space for photographs and breaks
down the $100,000 reward into $50,000
for the arrest of the murderer of Lincoln
(John Wilkes Booth) and an additional
$25.000 each for John H. Surratt and
David C. Harold. Several paragraphs fol-
lowed describing the anger of the times,
including the famous phrase “Let the
stain of innocent blood be removed from
the land by the arrest and punishment of
the murderers.” This popular poster is
rather rare and has gone for as much as
317,000 at auction.

Shortly thereafter, the final version
of the reward poster was issued, This ver-
sion is noted by having three spaces at
the top for the addition of photographs of
Surratt, Booth, and Harold - to be glued
in place when obtained. The lettering is
then moved down but is still shown with
a date of April 20, 1865, a $100,000
reward, and bold print with the phrase
“The Murderer.” At the very bottom of
this poster is a notice that states “..in
addition to the reward mentioned above,

$30,000 REWARD
DESCRIPTION

P s o ot o, e b o

s el kst
Douserigtint of tha Paror whe Atbrsapiad 15 Asasanl.
-hh'tmh-qnl:u.

b kst




REWARD!

continued from previous page —

an additional $100,000 is also being
offered making an aggregate of about
$200,000." This poster is approximately
12 3/4 x 24" again, depending upon how
close the paper is trimmed to the mar-
gins. It is also interesting to note that
when comparing this poster with the
$100,000 poster that did not have the
photographs nor spaces for them, one
can see that some of the same type was
used, while elsewhere they went to a
smaller type so as to fit the photographs
onto the page. This poster is available
and has sold at auction for anywhere
from $15-20,000. A variant of this poster
with space for the photographs is virtu-
ally identical when compared side-by-
side (size, type face, everything) with the
exception that the description of Booth
has a change in the last sentence so that
wording has been added to read “Wore
heavy moustache which there is some
reason to believe has been shaved off.”
That phrase is the only change | have dis-
covered when comparing this variant to
those with photographs. Since this ver-
sion with the change in language has
never been found with the correct photo-
graph, | would speculate, although no
one knows for certain, that this poster
may have been on the printing press at
the time Booth was killed and thus never
was distributed. This version is frequent-
ly the one seen at auction and is usually
found in better condition than the other
version with the photographs.

I have been to the Library of
Congress in Washington, D.C. and have
compared the two versions (the one with
the photographs and the one with the
change describing the possible shaving
off of Booth's moustache) and found that
they are virtually identical in every way
from size, type face, misprints with the
type and, in fact, if you laid one on top of
the other, they would be a perfect match,
Unfortunately, because the dates were
never changed, this version and the pro-
ceeding one still list the April 20th date
instead of the date when they might actu-
ally have been printed.

These posters, as historical docu-
ments, help recall an event as it unfolded
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and remind us of the deep-felt anger and
absolute resolve for closure, For collec-
tors, these are the first true “Wanted”
posters of importance. While there is
obviously a limited supply, these broad-
sides are not prohibitively rare - they
occasionally come on the market, some-
times in cycles. (Perhaps one collector,
hearing what one sells for, discovers the
“motivation” to place another) Thus, if
one has money and is patient, these
posters are obtainable.

In collecting these posters, one
should always be aware of reproduc-
tions. My personal experience, though,
has led me to believe that unlike other
reproductions of historical Americana,
these reproductions once examined are
quite obvious. This is true for even the
less experienced collector "armed” with
the right information. | personally had
the opportunity to review three different
specimens, all purporting to be originals.
One was approximately 7 x 117 in size;
however, upon close inspection was
printed on wood pulp and, when taken
out of the frame, was actually a page from
a newspaper! This poster was a repro-
duction of the $100,000 poster that did
not have the spaces for the photographs.
The second reproduction was similar to
the versions that had the spaces for the
photographs, lacking the actual photos.
It was different in size and had a square
appearance, but the “give away” was that
it was printed on slick paper of the type
not available at that time. The third
reproduction | have seen was approxi-
mately 1' x 2 1/2' in size and the pho-
tographs were printed on the poster in
brown ink! Since, as | previously noted,
the originals were glued on the poster,
this was clearly not an original.

The key to identifying these as being
reproductions is to examine them in per-
son. All three looked very good as they
appeared in either photographic or
Xerox form; however, personal inspec-
tion quickly revealed their faults. Thus, |
cannot stress enough, never rely on any-
thing save the “hands-on” examination.

Looking at these posters takes us
back to the events more than 130 years
ago and how they reshaped and rede-
fined American history, the politics of the
period, and prolonged the reunification
of our country. All because of the tragic
act of one individual. ==

Probenance

phone and mail
auctions

Offering a wide variety

of Americana

Our next sale, scheduled for late
Spring, will include a wide range
of politicals, Civil War, ephemera,
photographica, and related mate-
rial. Of particular note is a sec-
tion featuring Cleveland and
Harrison material from an old-
time collection as well as a nice
section of interesting Lincolniana.

Mail $5 for your copy of the next
catalog, or $12 for the next three:

Probvenance
PO Box 3487
Wallington, NJ 07057
973-779-8785

Consignments Welcome!
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Si1ZE MATTERS!

For those interested in vintage photography, there is
always the question of proper nomenclature for larger pho-
tographs. Recently, we were asked about large images from
the 19th-century... those greater in size than cartes-de-visite.
After scouring through several reference sources, we finally
turned to an article on popular photography from 1901 to find
the definitive source to properly name mounted portraits. In
ascending order, including dimensions of the mount:

THE RAILSPLITTER

Robert Todd Lincoln’s
Hildene has announced
|| plans for their annual Hildene
| Lincoln Family Symposium:

" inc Wom iv

Generations of Triumphs and
Tragedies.” Scheduled to take

place August 2(-23, the confer-
ence will feature some of the
most distinguished Lincoln
scholars in the country. Pat
Broderson, chairperson, states
“This is an undertakmg that’s been long overdue. Mary Todd
Lincoln is relatively well-known to the public, but the others
— Sarah Bush Johnston, Jessie Lincoln Beckwith Randolph,
Mary Lincoln Isham, Mary Lincoln Beckwith and Mary Harlan
Lincoln — are less wellknown. This will be an enlightening
event, one that has already generated excitement. Since this
subject has not been treated before, we have a rare opportu-
nity to contribute to historical scholarship...” The
Symposium will be held at The Equinox, where Mary Todd
Lincoln and two of her sons visited in 1863 and 1864. Tours
of Hildene and other historic sites in Manchester are planned
as part of the event.
(Rail Splitters interested in attending need to regis-
ter. The cost is 5150 — and reservations are necessary! Call
Hildene: 802/362-1788 for further information and a program.)

ORDER YOUR CATALOGS ToODAY * ONLY $36 FOR A FULL YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION OF SiX CATALOGUES

Participate in Early American’s Important Upcoming Mail Bid Auctions
Nearly 1,000 Items in each Catalog of Historic Material Including

MARCH 28™
May 16™
JUuNE 27™

AucGust 22

OCTOBER 3™

NOVEMBER 14™

Autographs * Historic Washington & Lincoln Related Items
Rare Maps * Antique Playing Cards * Colonial Coins & Medals
United States Coinage * Colonial Currency * Fiscal Paper & Bonds
United States Currency * Encased Postage Stamps
Historic Newspapers * Civil War Era Photos * Ephemera & Prints
Colonial Artifacts « Early Magazines * Almanacs
Swords & Powder Horns * Documents & Broadsides « Americana

Our catalogs are on the Internet with every photo enlarged & in full color /
http://www.EarlyAmerican.com
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[ The Marketplace

this gorgeous Paris porcelain pitch-
er. ‘A period item made circa 1863-
6 by New Orleans artist Rudolph
Lux, this lovely piece is resplendent
with colars, gilt-detailing, and
handsome portraits.  Admiral
“Damn the torpedoes” Farragut and
General “Where's my whiskey”
Grant (just a joke) are pictured on
this unique piece of china, (At
times like this, we truly wish we
could afford to print this journal
with full-color graphics!) Skinner's
sold this pitcher just a few years
ago for an astounding $21,000.
Paul Sax, a dedicated collector of
decorative arts and antiques, had to
own it.. regardless of the cost.
Sadly, this was one of his last pur-
chases — after passing away last
year, Sotheby's undertook the chal-
lenge of reselling his acquisitions.
Once again on the block, the pitcher
traded hands at almost the same
price-point — despite a “conserva-
tive” (ridiculous) estimate of only
$4-6,000 - $18,000 plus 15%.

pportunities to make a “once-in-a-lifetime” _mrrnBaI!eriesnffar&danlmaresW
purchase sometimes prove “twice-in-a-life- aésmhtimpme in their November
time." Take for example ¥ autograph sale: an Autograph

ocument Signed (ADS) by William
'Sewam Jr mnortmq on his father's and
brother’s medical condition af’ter the
attack-hy Lawis Thomtnn Powall {alfas

S recovery. Freii’s
condition remains: unchan%ft is very
critical.” This early “ pr zlease” sold
for $2.200 plus 15% buyer

typical of the new breed of antique center —

“unattended™ muiti-dealer displays supervised by an in-

house manager and staff. They regularly advertise select-
ed items from their inventory. One thing that caught our eye
was an “early 20th century pocket watch — watch face shows
Lincoln and a black man on either side of
Liberty, banner reads ‘Fiftieth
Anniversary of Negro Freedom 1865~
1915" and around the dial as num-
bers 'E-M-A-N-C-I-P-A-T--0-N.™
We “clocked” this one going out
the door for $1,000.

S howcase Antique Center in Sturbridge, Massachusetts is

12

ou want esoteric?
ou want “association?”
ou want an old piano?

Rail Splitter Frank Douglass was visiting
Vermont and found an interesting item at
the Chocolate Barn in Shaftsbury. In
addition to 65 varieties of hand-dipped
chocolates and fudge that is best
described as “glorious,” they sell
antiques. One item being offered is a
numbered, early Steinway piano, a “cof-
fin-grand,” that was found in a barn in
Manchester. It belonged to Ernest Isham,
Robert Todd Lincoln's law partner. Black
walnut with rosewood panels, it apparent-
ly needs a good tuning. You can tickle the
ivory keys yourself for $3,800.
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two-day auction that included this large 38 x 30"
oil on fabric from a local home. A bright and col-
orful Victorian portrait, it sold for $1,200.

T he Antique Design Center of Newburgh, NY held a

irschl & Adler
Galleries in New
York City has this

piece of ephemera
for sale. They contacted us
for our opinion, and while
we never encountered a
similar item, we did
make an “educated
guess.” It is clearly a
19th-century  paper
kite. It has the “feel”
of an 1880's to the
turn-of-the-century
item. While this eagle motif
was used during the Civil War, it can
also be found on ephemera as late as the
— 1890's. The Lincoln portrait, however, doesn't
have the feel (to us) of an early piece. Still, great folk art.
They are entertaining "offers” should you be interested.

r;ﬁ’f‘h -"‘ft‘{ vy (o 74'-!“(:&1‘?_'
,-,{\ﬁnu-f—u‘ (Kn’u.u(i‘“ ﬁ“«d,}. 77

Not exactly a “Lincoln broadside” but... this
Civil War recruiting broadside from the
ot Foges Lincoln Legion “volunteered” to find a new
G oz home in a Neil Vaughn auction in Cold
Spring, New York last December. $1,320.

id you attend George Bush's inauguration?

What about Bill Clinton’s? Do you still have

the suit you wore? The Alstead Group, an
antique dealers’ cooperative in New Hampshire, offers
this lovely ensemble that belonged to a Pennsylvania gen-
tleman who attended Lincoln's first inauguration. An
accompanying note dated June 5, 1876, states “Fathers
suit worn to President A. Lincoln's inauguration March 4,
1861. James Roger." Coat and breaches are solid black,
the vest has a yellow and green pattern, the white shirt is
pleated, and, of course, there is an accompanying black
top hat. We are advised the size is quite small. Yours for
$3,500, not including alterations.
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D an Weinberg and the Abraham Lincoln Book
Shop have what Is arguably the finest Wide-
Awake photograph to be found: the only

known photo of a Wide-Awake club decked-
out in full marching regalia. This mounted albumen mea-

sures 7 3/4 x 5™ and has a printed legend “See them on
their winding way. Mohawk Wide Awakes And Band. I n November, Northeast Auctions of Portsmouth, NH, sold

Parade, In Honor of the Republican Victories, November, this wonderful cloth campaign banner. Measuring only
1860. Photograph by Stanton.” A unique image, 8-inches tall but 37-inches in length, it had moderate

|Editorial Note: When we use the word “unique” in this staining but still made an impressive presentation. The fact it
journal, we use the term in the literal sense to mean had been mounted to a board bothered some bidders, but it
“one-of-a-kind™ and not as a synonym for “different.”] it still sold for $6,600 plus 10% buyer’s.

has everything = marchers, portrait banner, uniforms,
wow! It is currently being offered for $11,500. A true
plece of history!

ey yumn on TR WonoW WAT."
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auction of "Fine Holland & Holland Double Guns™ last November.
Holland & Holland is an old London firm that makes fine
firearms. Now they have retail sites in large American cities and
have expanded to sell clothing. In the early 19807, they made
a magnificent set of four 12-gauge guns dubbed “The
American Civil War Set.” Each gun has different battle
and portrait depictions on the rib & breech, the stock,
each side of the barrel, on the under-barrel, etc.
John Brown, R.E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson,
Winslow Homer's sharpshooter, these
weapons have been engraved into real
works of art. The underside of guns
#3 and #4 have these portraits.
Talk about “bang for your
buck," the set of four sold to
a private West Coast col-
lector for $380,000
plus buyer's.

B utterfield & Butterfield of San Francisco held an extremely specialized

orman C. Heckler & Co. of Connecticut hosts
N auctions that specialize in bottles and pot-

tery. Their November 19, 1997 sale featured

a "Pottery Death Mask of President Abraham
Lincoln.” Attributed to Cornell Kirkpatrick, one of two
founding brothers of the illustrious pottery that flour-
ished between 1859 and 1895, the 12 1/2" hollow bust
was incised “Anna Poftery” and painted in flesh tones.
The cataloger ventured the opinion that it was modeled
after Leonard Volk's life mask done in 1860. By depict-
ing the subject with eyes closed, the potter transformed
this into a death mask. If you were “dying” to have this
piece in your collection, it would have set you back
$6,600.

15

n the realm of esoterica, East Coast
Books of Wells, Maine had one
A Lincoln association item: a signed

Surratt and Lewis Fayneaﬂd earned a
portion of the reward money offered
for the apprehension of Lincoln's
assassins. His signature ‘was on the
'bunom of a letter from Oliver Otis
Apparently a rare s[gnamra
.i‘t was guided at $500-750, and
“rewarded" the consignor with a win-
ninu bid of 5440

D

avid  Wheatcroft  of
Westboro, MA recently
sold this carving of

“Young Abe Lincoln” by Lyde

Ramsey
Baughman
of Kentucky.
The piece is
15-inches in
height and
was carved

in

§3,500.

1932,
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merican Social History and
Social Movements held
another mail and telephone

auction in December that
featured a range of

politicals. One Z
item was this
paperboard
threadhox
with a
portrait
under
glass of
Lincoln.

Thought
to date
from 1860
- although
another exam-
ple has never been
seen —it sold for $5,000
against a $3,500 estimate.

ollectors Sales and
Services of Rhode
Island sold this 15"

Staffordshire figure entitled
“A.Lincoln.” (Thank God
it was titled... we thought
it was Col. Harlan
Sanders on horseback!)
Needing some minor
restoration, with orange.
brown, yellow; red, black
and flesh tones, this
Victorian piece brought
$1,300 plus buyer's.

it Barry is a Vermont ephemera dealer. In December, he host-
ed his fifth mail and telephone auction. In addition to some rel-
atively inexpensive — but interesting — pieces such as this small
mourning piece (380 plus 10%), he had a real block-buster.
The Sullivan-Fischer book catalogs the 1864 paper campaian ribbon for
Abraham Lincoln from the “Philadelphia Satin & Paper Badge Company”
with the note a “similar design pictures George B. McClellan." We've
never seen one. The only example we know of — until now — is one that
traded hands in a NASCA auction back in 1981. These paper ribbons
have vibrant portraits with wonderful colors. The Lincoln comes up from
time to time and sells at-about the $2,000 level. (One detailed in the last
Rail Spiitter.) Kit found a McClellan in absolutely mint condition. In a bat-
tle between two East Coast collectors and a Massachusetts dealer, it sold
for $2,350. As the saying goes, “find anather!”

u

T CONSTITUTION

For President,

6E0. B, M'CLELLAN

P sor T ot e
LATEDN & BSTA SADAE TATLY, s Bra o
AT Bowth Thint S Fhilada i b i

g've already reported on the astounding price for
W the signed Lincoln CDV, but thought you'd be
interested in a few other items from Larry
Richmond’s inaugural auction. He sold two

signed cartes at the $600 level — one of Secratary William

Seward, the other of “Old Neptune,” Gideon Welles. Both were
photographs by Brady.

afford those of his political opponents! The inaugural “Rhodes Scholar”
fixed-price catalog offers three such examples: Stephen A. Douglas falk-

I fyou can't afford a Lincoln A.L.S. (autograph letter signed), you can stil

ing of political matters, April 14, 1846 ($500); John C. Brackiﬂrldge as Vice
President complying with an autograph request, January 11, 1860 ($300);
‘and Geame B. McClellan declining an invitation for a pemnal appearance,
March 19, 1864 — just months before the national election (81,200).
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from the John Pianowski collection —a gentleman of great respect and love within the

hobby who passed away last year. Among the treasures were
these four Brady ribbons from 1860: the Lincoln/Hamlin jugate, the
single-portrait Lincoln, the Bell/Everett jugate, and the single-portrait
Breckinridge. All four have established price histories, coming up for
sale from time to time — all of which proved meaningless in Dave's
auction with each ribbon setting a price record: (not including 10%
buyers) $9,000; $6,100; $5.400; and $4.000. (To provide a little his-
torical perspective, Dave had a set of all four of the single-portrait
Brady ribbons in his first auction back in May of 1982: $1,200.)

D avid Frent just closed his 55th auction of political memorabilia. This sale included items
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number of significant items came to the block. A
record price was set for a diary written by an
everyday individual (a non-famous writer). This
90-page journal was kept by Annie Dudley, a young
acquaintance of Lincoln who followed him to
Washington and took a job in the War Department’s
o Bureau of Indian Affairs. She enjoyed access to
Washington's “inner-circles” and chronicled her observations with excep-
tional clarity and insight. Even references to what Mrs. Lincoln wore at a reception are
made. This wonderful eye-witness record set one of its own: $8,500 plus buyer's. Also
sold was this photograph of a Union soldier, a carte-de-visite. signed on the verso. It
realized $2.300 plus buyer's. ‘Any ideas on the subject? Hint; the young man shared
many similarities with Lincoln — he would one day hold the highest office in the land
and would also give his life to that office. Hint number two: it's not Garfield or J.EK.!

In October’s R.M. Smythe autograph auction, a

J oe Levine of Presidential Coin in Alexandria sold the first part of the great Charles McSorley
collection in his November sale. For the past forty-plus years, Charlie has been dealing in |
numismatica, tokens and medals, and politicals, He has been a mainstay of the A.P.1.C. at almost §
every bourse and convention since the group’s inception. Charlie was constantly upgrading spec- %
imens in his own collection of campaign tokens so that many of the pieces offered were the finest
known. There were over 30 Lincoln tokens and medals offered. The combination of a distinguished col-
lection presented in a well-researched and attractive catalog produced some record prices. 1860-2,

tagged as an “Inauguration” medal realized $520. This early version with the die break on reverse 4
is seldom offered. We feel DeWitt's attribution of 1861 and the blind acceptance by medal collec- [
tors is in error. The slogans on this medal match those on a Lincoln campaign ribbon listed in (@
Sullivan-Fischer as AL-24a, both being produced by Childs of Chicago. Accordingly, we feel this \
medal is not an inaugural issue, but a campaign item! 1860-32, a bonafide inaugural medal, sold
for $440. Two versions of Lincoln-Hamlin jugate medals were also offered. 1860-28, a medal aimed at
the “collector market” in the guise of campaign piece, was $465, while 1860-31, a reworked version

issued at the outbreak of the Civil War, garnered $650. Many of the popular issues of the “Rail £
Splitter” series were included. Besides 1860-2 previously alluded to, 1860-10 was on the roster.
Usually seen in white metal or silvered white metal, the copper version is decidedly rare and the
price of $400 reflected this. Is the token and medal market finally coming into its own? If this sale
is any indication, it has a bright and shiny future.

1860-28

it
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The cover lot was the “Fanny McCullough” letter, acknowledged as one of the most poignant letters of condolence ever written. It was pre-

cipitated by the death of Col. William McCullogh, a law acquaintance of Lincoln, who had been turned down for the army since he only had
one arm and sight in one eye. He petitioned Lincoln to intervene on his behalf which Lincoln did. He distinguished himself in numerous engage-
ments, but was killed while behind enemy lines in Mississippi while on a reconnaissance mission for General Grant. The letter was written December
23, 1862 and certainly owed much of its authority to various tragic losses that occurred in Lincoln's lifetime, as well as the carnage of the Civil War
that Lincoln oversaw. Speculation within the trade on the ultimate price for this prize ranged upwards of $1 million. It sold at the low end of the
estimate ($440,000) to Joseph Madalena of the Beverly Hills firm “Profiles in History.” Mr. Madalena also was the successful bidder on an auto-
graphed letter signed by John Wilkes Booth, September 17, 1863, to John T. Ford, owner of Fords Theater, confirming a two week engagement at
his theater. Booth performed “The Marble Heart." President Lincoln viewed his performance on November 9th, sitting in the same box that he occu-
pied when assassinated. It was the only time that Lincoln saw John Wilkes Booth perform, although he saw Edwin Booth on many occasions. This
letter is the only known example of a letter from John Wilkes
Booth to John Ford — it sold for $43,700.

T he monumental Christie’s sale discussed in the write-up on the reward posters aiso included sixteen Lincoln autographs in various formats.
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n his new Seaport Autographs catalog,

Norm Boas offers an Interesting selection of

Lincolniana. Amoang the items for sale are

an Autograph Senfiment by Vice President
Charles Fairbanks (served under Teddy
Roosevalt): “The name of Abraham Lincoin will
survive as long as a love of liberly abides in the
hearts of men, It rests upon America as a
sacred benediction.” Yours for §425; also, an
autograph of Norman Judd for only $50. Judd
(1815-78) was a politician who presented the
letter to Stephen Douglas that facilitated the
Lincoin-Douglas debates. Judd. orchestrated the
Republican Party hosting their convention in
Chicago and it was he who nominated Lincoln
for the presidency. Judd was rewarded for his
efforts — Lincoln appointed him Minister to
Berlin in 1861.

lexander Autographs of Greenwich,

Connestrclft issted a two-part auction

in December 1997 with over 30 lots of
Lincolniana. One piece was 3 cmmwssional
House emplnyea The document Was signed by
47 Members of the House including a young
Lincoln. A great, early political example, it
brought $7.500 plus 10% against a $6-8, 000
gstimate. Another item, a letter signed by Mary
Todd Lincoln on January 26, 1865 requesting a
job in a customs office for a friend of the family
also sold. This spousal attempt at presidential
patronage got the job done to the tune of $6,800
plus. (Estimate: $3-5,000.)

his December auction. Pictured here is a sampling (includes buyer's); Lincoln brass-

matted cardboard photo on carte mount with words “Our Whole Country” above portrait —
$880; an unusual pose in a brass mat - $585; 1866 paperback reissue of “Abe’s Jokes” — $300; the
largest of the Bell and Everett “donut” ferrotypes — $2,940.

T om Slater continues to find interesting politicals and had quite a few to choose from in

caught our attention. Strong prices were hammered down by this newest felevi-

sion celebrity (hope you caught his performance on the Antiques Road Show
taped in Ohio... the man knows how to work In front of a camera!l). This Rogers
Group, “The Council of War,” depicting Lincoln with Grant and Stanton, sold for
$2.200. By far the warmest photograph we've ever seen of a Lincoln Cabinet mem-
ber is this sixth plate daguerreotype of Edwin McMasters Stanton posed with his
young son, Lamson. A wonderful portrait of "Old Mars" that came straight from a

In Wes Cowan's last auction of "Historic Americana,” numerous Lincoln lots

family member. it sold to a telephone bidder for $15,400.
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Our Namesake

Richard J. Oglesby is credited as being the first to call Abraham Lincoln the “Rail

——— | OPlitter,” a name he coined during the campaign of 1860. In doing so, Oglesby did

| SUBSCRIBE m[{ THE more than give his friend a folksy nickname, he provided the basis for launching a
well-marketed, national campaign.

Prior to the Republican State Convention in Decatur, Illinois, May 9, 1860,
Oglesby listened to Lincoln’s second-cousin, John Hanks, tell stories of splitting fence
rails on the open plains. Hanks recalled splitting as many as 3,000 fence rails with the
future President in 1830, just after the Lincolns moved to Illinois. Hanks took
Oglesby, the state’s future Governor to locate two of those very rails. They then
schemed to deliver them adorned with a sign proclaiming Lincoln as “The Rail
Candidate" to the floor of the convention. The imagery was dramatic and profound:
here was a presidential candidate who truly was a man of the people who exempli-
---------- ; e fied all the physical prowess and earthiness of the true American.

In addition to numerous graphics, medals, ribbons and campaign ephemera that
labeled Lincoln as “The Rail Splitter of 1830, the Giant Killer of 1861" (Lincoln’s oppo-
nent, Stephen Douglas, was known as the “Little Giant"), two campaign newspapers
took their name from the moniker. “The Rail Splitter” was published in Chicago for
four months and in Cincinnati for two months, both putting out their last edition on
October 27, 1860. Both papers reported on news of the campaign and published won-
derful caricatures of personalities involved — some in an exceptionally unflattering
light. Sarcasm and satire had found their place in these political tools.

Let every |‘|‘|- e ;mlmm- “[" RH"IIN"'E:" Pictured here is a spec'ial advertisementfbruadside for the campaign newspaper
| Asonts wanted | every town in the Nartbwent. I from the Louis A. Warren Lincoln Library and Museum in Fort Wayne, Indiana.

Needless to say, we share the expressed sentiment... “Let every Wide Awake be sure to Subscribe!” If you know any “Wide
Awakes," please be sure to tell them that the mandate is still in effect!

Collectors Sales & Service
PO. Box 4037 Middletown, RI 02842
401-849-5012 Fax: 401-846-6156
An Absentee Auction Company

Specializing In Historical Ceramics And
Glass For Over 25 Years

At C5&S, we conduct monthly cataloged absentee auctions. We have been fortunate to offer our customers rarities in the
field of Historical and Political Ceramics and Glass. Pictured are a few highlights from past sales. All of our sales are by consign-
ment, whether one piece or an entire collection. However, we can purchase item(s) outright with immediate cash available or
broker private sales. Please give us a call to talk about a consignment or to subscribe (550 for at least 6 sale catalogs).

For more information about us or to browse through a current catalog, please visit us on-line at: www.antiguechina.com
(when you visit our site, please fill out the “guest registry” and receive a complimentary catalog).
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More On Lincoln & Michigan

Recent discoveries by collectors of political Americana
have demonstrated the active part played by Michigan voters in
the overwhelming Republican victory of 1860. These finds are
comprised of four silk ribbons issued in 1860 to promote the
presidential aspirations of Abraham Lincoln and his main rival,
“The Little Giant,” Stephen A. Douglas.

The election of 1860 was the most crucial and pivotal con-
test in our history, the outcome of which was repudiated by the
southern states and triggered the Civil War. The split of the
Democratic party and the fielding of a conservative third party
assured Lincoln’s victory. In spite of this, election activity in the
north and east was intense. Quantities of campaign items for
Lincoln far exceeded those of this three opponents, reflecting
enthusiasm and confidence.

THE RAILSPLITTER

Blair (figure no. 2) was elected governor and spoke at the
Lincoln rally at Hillsdale College in 1864.

Between their studies of Greek and Latin, students at the
University of Michigan expressed their political convictions at
the “University Republican Club.” (figure no. 3) A glee club and
debates might have been part of their activities, Like students of
a hundred years later, they would soon have to contend with a
divisive war and an unfair draft.

In Three Rivers, “Little Giant” supporters formed a club opti-
mistically called the “Douglas Invincibles.” (figure no. 4)
Although finishing second in popular votes, Douglas wound up
last in electoral votes winning only Missouri. Lincoln won
Michigan and the election.

Elections back then were forms of mass enter-
tainment. Unlike today, voters were not passive and
reflective observers. Urban centers were organized
into “wards" whose activities were highly regimented
by local party officials. Throughout the country, vot- | =
ers banded together into clubs, creatures of the elec-
tion process doomed to expire on Election Day. These
clubs initiated and participated in a host of activities
aimed at raising their candidates' stock, including ral- |
lies with prominent speakers, concerts, parades,
torchlight processions, and barbecues.

The most famous of all political clubs was the |
*Wide Awakes” organized in Hartford in March 1860.
A "Wide Awake” chapter was also organized in Albion
(figure no. 1). Birney and Blair were the Republican

1O -|

LINCOLY,
LAIR, BIRNEY Anp
VICTORY..

WAL,

RYxo

—

candidates for US Senator and Governor.

No. 1

No. 4

ARE THEY OR AREN'T THEY?

A prominent San Francisco photography dealer and gallery owner is brokering an “important collection” of 19th century images.
Included are these two portraits... described in the offering document as follows:

Ulysses Simpson Grant. 1/6 plate dag. circa 1850’s.

Image taken in front of canvas backdrop probably
during his stay away from his family on the West
Coast. One of only three known daguerreotypes of

Grant, $42.000.

Mrs. Thomas Lincoln. 3 1/2 x 2 3/4” tintype, circa
1860's. One of what is believed to be only two exist-
ing photographs of President Lincoln's step-mother,
Sarah Bush Lincoln. Stamped bottom recto with the
initials M.T.L. Matches the original wood engraving.
Piece was exhibited along with the other image of
Sarah Bush Lincoln by the U.S. Dept. of the Interior
at the Lincoln Boyhood Natl. Memorial. $22.000.
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Rail splinters

We recently had the opportunity to review a copy of The New York Times dated November 5, 1864 (just three days
= % before the election) when we saw a "Letter to the Editor,” a public notice, and a news story related to our cover arti-
cle in the last Rail Splitter:




% For those interested in studying the Lincoln

- assassination, Rail Splitter Blaine Houmes has
made the job easy. With help from The Surratt Society, Dr.
Houmes has published his research opus: Abraham Lincoln

inati i 5 i Ref
Materials. It details everything from general reference books to
articles and magazine stories. There is a section covering “Films,
Music, Radio, Television and Theatre” and, unthinkable but ten
years ago, a section entitled “Internet/World Wide Web.” While
Blaine admits there are a few holes and this work will need to be
updated regularly, we suspect this will soon become a required
reference source. For those wishing to order a copy, contact:
The Surratt House Museum, P.O. Box 427, Clinton, MD 20735.
Tel. 301/868-1121. All proceeds from the sale of Dr. Houme'’s book

benefit The Surratt Society.
W In a past issue of The Rail Splitter (vol. 2, no. 1),
=T we detailed the sale of a book reputedly from
John Wilkes Booth'’s personal library. Entitled “Learning to Act,”
it included his signature on the title page. At the time, the late
Charles “Bud” Hamilton advised us that he had seen numerous
such books from this “discovered library,” and that most were
“created” in the late 1950's by a well-known forger. As such, he
had doubts as to the authenticity of the piece and advised cau-
tion. Well... guess what? A Rail Splitter in Virginia just purchased
another copy of “Learning to Act,” also “signed by Booth!" This
person is out only a few hundred dollars as the dealer made no
reference to the signer of the inscription. The dealer used one of
the old “come hither” tactics to sell a bad piece. He doesn't say
anything about the signature leaving it for the person inspecting
the volume to “discover.” It is priced at a level well above what
the book alone would command, but far less that what the sig-
nature is worth. The customer gladly takes “a gamble” deciding
his downside-risk is nominal compared to his upside potential.
Only problem: invariably you end up spending $300 on a book
that is only worth $30! Caution friends, caution,

THE RAILSPLITTER

W We are happy to bring you news of another

- ==~ % Lincoln group worthy of your membership!
The Lincoln Group of Florida is the only organization in the state
of Florida with the sole purpose of honoring Abraham Lincoln. It
was founded in 1985 by Gary Planck, an Orlando attorney and fel-
low Rail Splitter. The Group now has fifty active members who
meet in Orlando each February to host a dinner program.
Because of Mr. Planck’s involvement in the greater Lincoln com-
munity, he has been able to attract nationally known speakers to
participate in the event. The venue includes the Basler
Memorial Symposium, honoring the memory of charter member
and great bibliographer Roy P. Basler, a silent auction of
Lincolniana, and presentations from such institutions as Lincoln
Memorial University in Harrogate. Rail Splitter Douglas W. Hill,
President of the L.G.F, and his distinguished Board of Advisors,
are promising to make their organization a real focal point in the
Lincoln community. The group’s newsletter, edited by L.G.F
Board member H. George Kagan, is The Fort Jefferson Lyceum.
Anyone interested in joining should contact: L.G.F, P.O. Box
1483, Winter Park, Florida 32790, Annual dues are only $15-indi-
vidual, $20-family. We encourage you to join and help support
this wonderful organization!

Rail Spiitter Perry Galati owns an interesting
* 7 ¥~ stereoview card — one he has been trying to
research for some fifteen years. It is a group scene outside a
building and includes a gentleman in the very back row who
looks a great deal like the President. Just at his side is a woman
in black Perry believes to be Mary Todd. Additional personali-
ties (or look-alikes) in the photo include; Grant, Stanton, Meade,
and Ward Lamon. The card has the imprint of Deloss Barnum, a
traveling photographer from Cortland, New York, and dates from
18614. Unfortunately, we cannot possibly reproduce the image
to any satisfactory degree in this journal for your inspection.
Perry thinks it might be an unpub-
lished photo from the
day Grant was commis-
sioned Lt. General,
March 9, 1864, or a pho-
tograph from Lincoln's
visit to City Point, VA,
late in March, 1865.
While hard to see with-
out the benefit of the
actual photograph and a
loop, Perry hopes one of
our readers might recog-
nize the building or may
know something about
this image. Please con-
tact us if you can be of
any help!




Another Great JFind!

Rail Splitter Charlie McSorley
recently proved his expertise is
not limited to election medals and
ballots! He spotted this
Staffordshire vase at a political
memorabilia show and recognized
it as an unknown Lincoln piece.
We are familiar with three small-
sized Lincoln spill-vases,
designed to hold tapers used in
lighting a fire. (We recently report-
ed on one offered by Norm
Flayderman; a second variety was
sold in a Brian Riba auction; a
third variety is pictured on page
116 of Klamkin's American
Patriotic and Political China.)

All of these were likely imported
from England during the last year
of the Civil War. Charlie’'s wonder-
ful find is 3 1/2" high and identical
to the one in Klamkin’s book,
except the relief portrait depicts a
beardless Lincoln. Lincoln’s head
very closely resembles that seen
on the 1860 parianware bust
shown on the following page.
Charlie’s vase is decorated in
gold leaf with the portrait shown
against a blue field, encircled in
gold, with stars in the back-

ground. It goes to show that
sometimes your interests will
“spill” over into another area!

ericana and Linco

In our next Rail Splitter, George Rinsland, creator of the first
mail auction, f.e"c&l.l_‘g 'fbrty"_yfears:go_t dealing Am f

=
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